
THE SCHOLES: A SIXTEENTH-CENTURY 
LANCASHIRE HOUSE' 11

BY T. C. BARKER, M.A., Ph.D., AND S. A. HARRIS, A.C.I.S.

'"THE Scholes stands in about three and a half acres of grounds 
A near the southern fringe of St. Helens in the district of 

Thatto Heath. A road and housing estate are barely a hundred 
yards from the north section, but when the many tall trees are in 
leaf the house is almost completely hidden. To the south-west, 
from a height of some 260 feet, it commands a fine view over a 
wide expanse of surprisingly unspoilt countryside. A multi- 
gabled, rambling building, mostly of massive blocks of red 
sandstone, it probably incorporates fifteenth-century work but 
dates for the most part from the later sixteenth. It is now the 
property of Pilkington Brothers, Limited, and the residence of 
Mr. J. B. Watt, one of the directors, on whose initiative this 
study was undertaken. (2)

In former times it was necessary to build with materials near 
at hand and it is not surprising that The Scholes, situated in a 
district where a fine freestone has been quarried for centuries, 
is almost entirely stone-built. The well-trimmed blocks lie in 
horizontal courses but lack the precise sizing and narrow 
jointing of ashlar. In the surrounding grounds similar stones 
are used in walls which divide lawns from kitchen gardens and 
entrance drive from stable yard. The house is roofed with the 
heavy stone slabs sometimes called Lancashire slates. There can 
be little doubt that these came from the Roby quarries north of 
Up Holland, some nine miles away, to which, centuries ago, the

111 The architectural parts of this paper are the work of S. A. Harris and the 
rest of it the result of collaboration. The authors wish to express their thanks to 
the Liverpool Athenaeum for permission to quote the late R. D. Radcliffe's notes 
on The Scholes, made in 1897; to Dr. R. Dickinson for information from his 
transcript of the Prescot Parish Registers; to Mrs. D. Bailey for details about 
Oliver Lyme; to Mr. J. F. Giblin for comments on the Catholic mission; to 
Mr. W. I. Livesey for permitting them to consult his notes; and to Mr. R. Sharpe 
France, the Lancashire County Archivist, for copies of certain inventories in 
his custody.

131 The Scholes is listed as a building of special architectural or historic interest 
under Section 30 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947.
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THE SCHOLES 45

squires of south-west Lancashire sent their "teams" for roofing 
slabs. (3) The slabs are easily split and time deals kindly with 
them, giving them harmony with the rural landscape. At The 
Scholes they are laid in graded courses diminishing in size 
towards the ridge. The chimney stacks are of brick, obviously 
not original. Most of the gutters and downspouts are of wood.

The house as befits its present owners has an infinite 
variety of windows, including small single-paned windows near 
the eaves (one of these has a stone semi-circular head), two- 
light and three-light ancient stone mullioned windows with 
splayed sides and cills, large modern stone mullioned and 
transomed windows, sashed windows from the earliest type, and 
horizontal sliding windows, a type which survives in many local 
farmhouses and cottages.

The plain severity of the stonework is relieved by the many 
gables which effectively break the roof-line on three sides of the 
house. Like those at Speke, they are of varying sizes, built 
wherever it was possible to place them. Six are of the triangular 
Elizabethan type, but one, on a later brick addition, is of a type 
popular in East Anglia and the south Midlands in the seven 
teenth century. It would almost seem that its builder had seen 
the Dutch House at Kew, and, from memory, had tried to 
reproduce its middle gable. (4) Dutch influence is unmistakable, 
but the proportions and workmanship of this more recent 
feature are poor. Adjoining this gabled addition is a brick 
portion of slightly later date in the form of a tower with a 
crenellated parapet.

There are four stone projections from the main building. Two 
are two-storeyed gabled porches on the south front. The projec 
tion on the north front is also two-storeyed and gabled and was 
built to house a staircase (see page 53). The fourth projection, 
at about the centre of the east end wall, is more puzzling, but it 
may have been built for use as a bread oven. This and the two 
porches are discussed further in an appendix to this paper. At the 
north-east corner is a two-storeyed lean-to, called an "outshut" 
by our remote ancestors, to which, extending eastwards, there is a 
single-storeyed wing. These buildings are of brick. A range of 
stabling, shippons, granaries, etc. in stone and old brick lies 
eastward of the house and at right angles to it.

Nowadays, anyone who speaks of The Scholes is referring to 
the house which has just been described, and not to the few

131 See, for instance, Nicholas Blundeirs Diary (F. Tyrer's transcription) 
22 June 1711: "I got home my first load of Slates this year from Roby Delf."

111 This type of gable (usually termed Jacobean) appears at seventeenth- 
century Bank Hall, Bretherton, but is rare in Lancashire.
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acres of land which surround it. In medieval times, however, 
The Scholes meant sixty acres of land at the south of Eccleston 
township on which among other dwellings there happened 
to be a wooden house of no particular consequence. Indeed, the 
very name derives from the old Norse Skali, meaning shieling, 
hut, shed or shelter. (6) The place-name cannot boast of that hall 
mark of antiquity, inclusion in Domesday Book; it does, how 
ever, make its earliest recorded appearance a century later, 
about 1190, in company with those of Prescot and Liverpool.' 81 
Part, at any rate, of the sixty acres was then the property of the 
Premonstratensian abbey of Cockersand on the windswept 
shores of Morecambe Bay and was held from the abbots first by 
the Molyneux family and then by the Standishes. <7)

The materials used for dwellings in the early Middle Ages  
timber, daub and thatch were impermanent and no example of 
such dwelling has survived. The "cruck" system of timber 
construction, introduced a century before the Norman invasion, 
continued in use for more than five centuries. Crucks were oak 
trees (generally bent naturally) used in such a way that when set 
up in pairs a series of pointed arches was formed. Each arch was 
secured at the point to support the ridge-pole. Collar-beams, tie- 
beams, purlins, wall-plates and a timber framework were 
placed in position, the wall spaces were filled in with wattle and 
daub, and the roof was thatched. It is possible that a succession 
of two or more cruck or other timber-framed dwellings stood at 
The Scholes before the first stone house was built there.

The date and plan of this earliest stone house pose interesting 
problems and that of the date is the more difficult to solve. The 
earliest surviving stone-built house in the whole of England, 
Boothby Pagnall Manor House, near Grantham, dates from 
c. 1180. Stokesay, a fortified manor house in Shropshire is 
thirteenth-century, and fourteenth-century survivals can be seen 
in the famous stone country of the Cotswolds. In south-west 
Lancashire some church stonework and the remains of 
Burscough Priory are of Norman date, and the stone-built 
Hutt in Halewood has been assigned to the thirteenth century. 
A fragment of wall in the kitchen at Speke may also be thirteenth- 
century. Fourteenth-century stone-work may have stood at

151 E. Ekwall, The Place-Names of Lancashire (1922); S. Potter, "South West 
Lancashire Place-Names", TRANSACTIONS, Vol. Ill (1959), p. 18; and 
J. Sephton, A Handbook of Lancashire Place-Names (1913).

161 Robert de Beauchamp granted ten acres of his demesne in Scholes to the 
canons of Cockersand, 1184-1190, Cockersand Chartulary, Chetham Society, 
Vol. 43, p. 599.

171 Victoria County Histories: Lancashire, Vol. Ill, pp. 365-6. For Cockersand 
Abbey see ibid.. Vol. II, pp. 154-9.
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Bold Hall, and also at Knowsley, three miles from The Scholes, 
in the huddle of buildings on the site of the present main wing, 
although the earliest stone building of known date there was the 
wing built by the first earl of Derby in the late fifteenth 
century. Against this background it would be rash to attribute a 
date earlier than 1400 for the first stone house at The Scholes. 
It would appear more likely that it was built in the fifteenth 
century at some date after 1450, by which time the Standish 
family held the property from Cockersand. It was almost cer 
tainly they who were responsible for the additions to the house 
in the following century, by which time they had also become 
owners of the property. If the Middle Ages may be said to have 
closed in 1485, the first stone house at The Scholes may just 
qualify for the description "medieval". (8)

The plan of this medieval house is much less of a problem 
than its dating. The present house, despite the apparent irregu 
larity of its plan, retains clearly and unmistakably the outline of 
its predecessor as may be seen from the drawing on page 48. 
This, in south-west Lancashire, is an important and rather 
rare survival. From the Norman period to the fifteenth century 
houses throughout Britain, whether built by manorial lords or 
yeoman farmers, were of the same general plan. The outer walls 
formed a rectangle varying in size according to the status and 
wealth of the builder. In the earlier period most houses were 
single-chambered, and cooking, eating and sleeping all took 
place in the one room, which was shared by owners and 
servants alike. It was heated by a fire on a central hearth, most 
of the smoke escaping by a hole in the roof. Later, a small 
cupola with louvred sides was placed in the roof to carry off the 
smoke more effectively. That this form of heating persisted 
until the early sixteenth century, even in the larger houses, is 
evidenced by Rufford Old Hall, built by the wealthy Heskeths 
in the period 1480-1523; an old view of Rufford shows the roof 
louvre. The practice of constructing a fireplace and chimney had 
become general by the middle of the sixteenth century.

The earliest development was the addition of a bedroom or 
chamber provided by an "outshut". The original apartment then 
became the hall or "house-part". The next addition would 
probably be a buttery or kitchen at the opposite end of the hall 
to the chamber. Following the general adoption of additional 
rooms, houses were built with domestic offices and chambers

181 Many historians date the end of the Middle Ages in England from Henry 
Tudor's victory at Bosworth Field in 1485; others favour a later date, e.g. 
Dr. A. R. Myers, who, in his England in the Late Middle Ages, considers that the 
medieval order received the coup de grace from Henry VIII in the 1530s.
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contained within the rectangular plan. In the smaller houses the 
provision of an upper floor dates only from the early sixteenth 
century.

The entrance was usually at the end of one of the longer sides 
of the hall. It generally opened into a passage formed by the 
wall of the domestic offices on one side and by a wooden 
screen on the other side. In the smaller houses short screens 
known as speres were used; these were wooden projections 
from the walls forming a type of inner porch. At The Scholes 
the entrance to the medieval house was the inner doorway of the 
present west porch on the south side of the house. The house 
comprised the present inner hall, dining-room and games-room. 
These form a rectangle measuring externally about 44 feet by 
24 feet. The late Professor W. A. Singleton stated that a popular 
size for medieval rural two-roomed houses in the north of 
England was 24 feet by 16 feet and that the dimensions could 
generally be expressed in multiples of four.' 9)

The hall, or "house-part", at The Scholes was a spacious 
apartment comprising the present inner hall, staircase and 
dining-room. The dimensions were about 25 feet by 20 feet. The 
games-room is on the site of the medieval domestic offices. The 
portion of wall which now divides the inner hall from the lounge 
and kitchen was formerly the outer eastern wall of the medieval 
house; and the present west wall was the west wall of the 
medieval house. There is considerable evidence (which will be 
explained later) that this wall subsequently became an inner 
wall of the building which succeeded the medieval house, and it 
seems probable that these two walls form the oldest parts of the 
present building.

In Tudor times, and particularly during the reign of Elizabeth 
I, when some people made large fortunes and others added 
considerably to more modest competencies, it became fashion 
able to extend these small medieval houses. It is evident that the 
Standish family, who had come into possession of The Scholes by 
the middle of the sixteenth century Cockersand Abbey having 
been surrendered in 1539 were then of some substance. In 
1553, for instance, they owned nearly four hundred acres of land 
in Eccleston, besides much elsewhere in Lathom, Up Holland, 
Orrell and Wigan. 1101 It is not certain whether any branch of the 
family chose to live at The Scholes at that time, or whether, as 
has been suggested, they leased it for a time to someone else.

191 TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 104 (1952), p. 86. The Standishes of The Scholes, 
who, as stated above, were probably the builders of the medieval house, were of 
the small gentry class. In consequence, the dimensions to which they built 
The Scholes were greater than those of most rural houses of the period.

(10> Public Record Office, D.L. 7/9/3.
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Plate 2. WEST PORCH (SIXTEENTH-CENTURY) 
The inside door-opening was probably the only entrance into the medieval house.
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But the Prescot parish registers show that the Standishes were in 
residence by the very beginning of the seventeenth century; 
William Standish, "gentleman of Scowles", was buried at 
Prescot on 2 October 1602. This was almost certainly the man 
who we know had inherited the estate from his grandfather in 
1552 at the age of thirteen. (11)

The architectural and historical evidence suggests that the 
house was rebuilt sometime during the second half of the 
sixteenth century. Multi-gabling did not appear in south 
west Lancashire until after 1550. Some of Speke's many 
gables date from the 1560s and Moor Hall, Aughton, was 
built in 1566. Bispham Hall and Winstanley Hall, near Wigan, 
date from 1573 and 1596 respectively, and the gabled 
south front at Croxteth is attributed to the 1590s. In the 
sixteenth century the steady advance of Renaissance influence 
displaced the purely Gothic tradition in English architecture, 
and by the early years of the seventeenth century the triangular 
gable had given way to the straight roof line or to symmetrically- 
positioned Jacobean gables. Northern examples of this develop 
ment are the Treasurer's House at York (c. 1610) and Temple 
Newsam, Leeds (c. 1630).

A further link between the Standishes and the rebuilding may 
be seen on the outside of the west wall of the staircase projection, 
where two crudely-executed representations of the standing- 
dish, the canting heraldic device of the family, are carved in the 
stonework. Although, as will be seen presently, the last Standish 
of The Scholes died in 1612, the devices may well have been 
carved at an earlier date. (12)

In sixteenth and seventeenth century re-building, the rectang 
ular plan-form of the medieval house became, in most cases, the 
nucleus of the new house, which generally was in the form of a 
T, E or H. The T-plan was formed by a single end wing joined 
by the medieval house in the centre of one of its long sides. In 
the E-plan end wings were set forward from the medieval house 
and a centre porch, generally two-storeyed, was built. If the end 
wings projected both forward and backward, the H-plan 
emerged with the medieval house forming the centre bar. Oddly 
enough, the rebuilding of The Scholes cannot be discussed 
without reference to all three of these plan-forms.

If the four stone projections and the brick additions are 
ignored, the plan of The Scholes today is a perfect T, and one's

1111 P.R.O., D.L. 7/9/3; V.C.H. Lanes., Vol. Ill, p. 366.
(12) The leading Standish families were those of Standish and Duxbury, but 

it has not been discovered to which of these the first Standish of The Scholes 
belonged. Both families bore the three silver standing-dishes as their device, the 
Standish on a black shield and the Duxbury on a blue shield.
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Plate 3. WEST END WALL 
showing three blocked-up openings into former west wing.
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first impression is that the house was of this type. An examina 
tion of the fabric, however, reveals quite clearly that this 
impression is wrong and that the rebuilding was in the H form, 
the house being only later converted to one of the T type. The 
new building originally had a west wing which was later removed. 
The evidence for this is as follows: 
1. In the present west wall there are two blocked-up doorways at ground-floor 

level and one at first-floor level.
2. The masonry of the west wall is inferior in quality to that of the rest of the 

house. When masonry is demolished, the abutting masonry requires tidying 
up. This has been done at The Scholes but the quoins at the present north-west 
and south-west corners are not of the size and quality of those at the numerous 
other corners of the house. A large buttress now supports this west wall.

3. The gable surmounting the west wall is of old brick. The implication of this 
is that the roof, which would meet a west wing roof in two valley gutters, has 
at some later date been foreshortened, thus necessitating the raising of the 
former inner wall to the ridge.

4. In rebuilding The Scholes a projection to contain the staircase was built from 
the north front. 1131 If the design included a west wing, this projection would be 
exactly on the major axis of the house, equi-distant between the two wings. In 
this layout the north front would form a perfect E, a popular sixteenth and 
early seventeenth century plan-form traditionally associated with Queen 
Elizabeth I but actually introduced at least twenty years before she was born. 
Had the symmetry of an E front not been intended, a more likely place for the 
staircase projection would have been directly opposite the south front's west 
door, to which it was connected by a passage.

5. Among notes relating to The Scholes compiled in 1897 by the late R. D. 
Radcliffe (now in the Liverpool Athenaeum Library) is a rough ground plan, 
drawn by Radcliffe, in which a balancing west wing is depicted. On it are 
pencilled the words "now pulled down". This unequivocal statement by an 
experienced and reliable historian and antiquary 114 ' implies that in his opinion 
such a wing formerly existed. It is possible, indeed, that in 1897 traces of a west 
wing survived above ground.

6. The several sections of stone walling about the grounds, some of which serve 
no useful purpose, are almost entirely composed of massive, well-trimmed 
blocks similar to those used in the walls of the house. This indicates that a part 
of the house had been taken down.

7. An inventory dated July 1631 names seven rooms on the ground floor and 
eight on the upper floor. This number of rooms could not be accounted for at 
The Scholes in the present T-shaped house, but they could be accounted for if 
the west wing existed.

The evidence in support of the existence of a former west wing 
is overwhelming. Some minor excavation work on the site 
would probably answer the question beyond doubt.

1131 No evidence that the medieval house had an upper floor added before the 
sixteenth century has been found. If it had such an upper floor access to it would 
have been by a ladder-stair, probably leading out of a ground-floor room. In the 
enlarging of medieval houses, the provision of a suitable staircase frequently 
presented a problem; the solution at The Scholes a projection from the main 
building is ingenious and rather rare.

(14) He was a former Vice-president, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Editor of the 
Society.
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The Standishes who re-built the house, probably at the close 
of the sixteenth century, did not occupy their new residence for 
long. William Standish, as we have seen, died there in 1602. 
John Standish lived only ten years longer and was buried at 
Prescot Parish Church on 22 March 1611/12 leaving a widow 
and children under twelve years of age. The house was then not 
by any means lavishly furnished, his goods and chattels being 
worth only £17 6s. 8d. He also left debts owing to him of £48. 
But he himself died owing more than the £65 6s. 8d. (15) he was 
worth in movables and bonds, and it may be significant that the 
Standishes of Scholes disappeared from the Prescot parish 
registers from then onwards. We know that before 1631 The 
Scholes had become the property of Oliver Lyme and he may 
have acquired it soon after John Standish's death. A Liverpool 
Town Book entry dated 22 October 1621 (16) appears to imply 
that he was living there in that year. When he died in 1631 
Lyme was described as a yeoman; but the inventory of his 
goods and chattels shows that he lived in much more comfort 
able circumstances than did the Standishes in their .later days, 
even though they styled themselves gentlemen. In contrast to a 
sparsely-furnished dwelling and a heavy debt, Oliver Lyme left 
goods and chattels worth £360. (17) We know that his widow, 
Katherine, stayed on at The Scholes until her death three years 
later in 1634.' 18 ' They left three sons, William, Thomas (19) and 
Nicholas, and two daughters, Ellen and Elizabeth, but we do not 
know how long the family continued to own and live at The 
Scholes. They had certainly parted with the property by 1662 
and were living in Prescot. Oliver Lyme's grandson, also named 
Oliver, became a leading figure in the rising port of Liverpool 
soon after this. He was mayor of the town in 1685 and built and 
endowed almshouses in Prescot in 1707.

Evidence of change of occupancy comes soon after the 
Restoration from the hearth-tax returns. The second largest 
house in Eccleston township, rated at nine hearths, was in 1662 
occupied by Mrs. Elizabeth Alcock. (The largest house, with 
twenty-four hearths, was obviously Eccleston Hall, and the next 
in order, after that with nine, were three with five hearths.) It 
seems almost certain that The Scholes came second to the 
Hall.' 201 Elizabeth Alcock appears to have been the lady of that

I16) Lancashire Record Office, inventory of John Standish, 23 March 1611/12. 
(lei Liverpool Record Office.
1171 The inventory is at the Lancashire Record Office.
1181 Lancashire Record Office, will of Katherine Lyme, proved 13 August 1634. 
1191 A Thomas Lyme of Prescot died intestate in 1646 and letters of administra 

tion were issued on 25 July of that year (Lancashire Record Office). 
1201 P.R.O., E. 179/250/6.
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name mentioned in the will of John Alcock, gentleman, of 
Eccleston near Prescot, who died in 1653 leaving a modest 
fortune. (21) He gave away £50 to the poor of Eccleston, £50 to 
the poor of Prescot and £20 towards building a new schoolhouse 
in Prescot; he left the bulk of his estate to his niece, Elizabeth. 
The will contains no information about where he lived, though 
an instruction that 20/- was to be spent on "making a new pave 
ment betwixt my dwelling house and the Four Lane Ends" 
suggests that it could have been The Scholes. Possibly the 
family was related to the Alcocks of Liverpool; in 1663 a 
Thomas Alcock had property in Old Hall Street and an Edward 
Alcock in Castle Street.' 221 The name of Thomas Alcock 
replaced that of Elizabeth Alcock in 1663 (23) and was repeated 
in subsequent years. (24) There is a gap in the hearth-tax returns 
between 1666 and 1673; then Edward Alcock is named. 125 ' We 
know from the Prescot parish registers that Thomas Alcock was 
buried on 4 March 1668/9, his widow, Mary, on the following 
23 July, and Edward Alcock on 21 March 1678/9.

The Scholes then passed into the possession of John Hurst. 
In a bedroom adjacent to the old stairhead is a 1681 datestone 
and the initials J H E  John Hurst and his wife, Elizabeth. (26) 
Further evidence of the arrival of the Hursts about this time is 
to be found in the baptism at Prescot of their son, William, on 
10 October 1680, there being no earlier reference to the family 
in the register during the previous fifteen years. The Hursts may 
have been responsible for putting a new staircase into the house 
to replace the Tudor one. Though it has now in its turn been 
replaced by the modern staircase in the inner hall, it was still in 
use when Radcliffe made his notes at the end of the last century; 
he then described it as "very good and massive". The internal 
dimensions of the staircase projection (about 8 ft. by 7 ft.) 
indicate that the stairs would rise to a half-landing before 
changing direction and continuing to the upper floor. The 
division of the upper floor of the projection into two small 
rooms by a wall which has every appearance of being original 
is evidence of the existence of a former staircase there.

(an Principal Probate Registry, Somerset House, London. 1653, 98 Brent.
<22i LiverpOOi ,>; Kjng Charles the Second's Time (ed. William Fergusson Irvine, 

1899), pp. 105, 106, 169.
(23) P.R.O., E.179/250/8. In that year Thomas Alcock of Eccleston married 

Mary, sister of Edward Clegg of Halton, Cheshire. The marriage settlement 
mentions a considerable amount of property in Eccleston and nearby townships 
(Lancashire Record Office, Cross Papers, DDCS).

1241 P.R.O., E.179/250/11, E.179/250/9.
< 2S) P.R.O., E.179/132/355, E.179/250/12.
1261 The purpose of this datestone is not clear. It certainly does not refer to any 

rebuilding scheme and no interior alterations of that date are apparent. 1681 may 
be the year in which Hurst entered into possession.
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John Hurst was buried at Prescot on 6 November 1702. He 
died intestate but the list of rooms mentioned in the inventory 
of his goods (valued at £201) indicates that the west wing had 
disappeared by that time. 1271 There is no evidence when, 
between 1631 and 1702, the wing disappeared or why, though if 
we are correct in our assumption that the nine-hearth house of 
the 1660s was The Scholes, the wing was still in being then. Fire 
was a common hazard; buildings sometimes developed struc 
tural defects necessitating demolition. The brick additions at 
The Scholes suggest that the west wing's end may have come 
during the Hurst occupation, for it seems reasonable to suppose 
that these additions were built to provide accommodation in 
place of that lost when the west wing was pulled down. These 
additions are on the north side between the central stone pro 
jection and the east wing. As mentioned earlier, one of these 
additions (the westerly) is surmounted by a rather crude 
Jacobean gable; the other is in the form of a rectangular 
crenellated tower, the merlons being capped with moulded 
stones. Obviously, the two additions are not coeval, and the 
gabled portion appears to be the older. The first-floor window 
of this portion is surmounted by brick voussoirs, and in the 
tower portion by a string course of projecting bricks. The 
interior measurements of these additions respectively are about 
12 feet by 9 feet and 14 feet by 7 feet. The bricks are of the 
narrow type used in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth 
centuries; there is no recognisable form of bonding. The sashed 
windows have small panes and thick glazing bars, and the 
boxing, which shows externally, is almost flush with the wall 
face. An Act of Parliament of 1708 required windows to be set 
back 4^ inches from the wall face, but this regulation was not 
observed in remoter districts until about mid-century. It is 
probable that the brick additions are of the period 1700 1725 
and that the tower portion was the later of the two. The two- 
storeyed brick outshut and the one-storeyed building adjoining 
it are probably late eighteenth- or early nineteenth-century 
additions.

John Hurst was succeeded by his son, John, and "Mr. John 
Hurst of the Scouls" is mentioned by Nicholas Blundell in his 
diary in September 1711. (28) John Hurst died three years later 
and was buried at Prescot on 4 September 1714. The Scholes 
then passed to his two sisters, Ann, who had married James

1271 Lancashire Record Office, inventory dated 12 January 1702/3. Failure to 
mention rooms in such an inventory was not, of course, proof positive that they 
did not exist; they may not have contained any goods and chattels. But it would 
seem unlikely that a whole wing would have been abandoned in this way.

1281 Nicholas Blunders Diary, 8, 15 September 1711.
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Brettargh of The Holt in 1697, and Katherine, who had married 
Thomas Cobham of Prescot in 1701. <28) Neither lived at The 
Scholes.

The two co-heiresses' first tenant was Charles Harrington, 
who came to live at The Scholes after he had got into difficulties 
with his estate at Huyton Hey. (He had obtained a Private Act 
of Parliament in 1713 to allow him to settle his estates and sell 
some of them in payment of debts.) (30) Nicholas Blundell 
visited him at The Scholes on his birthday in September 1715. 
He dined there twice in the summer of 1718, and on 20 April 
1720 "sent to the Scous to condole Mrs. Harrington for the 
Death of her husband". Later, in 1722, 1723 and 1724, he 
referred to "the ladys of the Scous", (31) though whether Mrs. 
Harrington lived on there with a friend or relative is not known.

The Harringtons, like Nicholas Blundell, were Roman 
Catholics; but it would seem unlikely that the beginnings of the 
Catholic mission at The Scholes can be traced back to the 
Harringtons' period of residence there, as one writer has 
endeavoured to do. (32) The mission was certainly in existence by 
1728, however, for in that year William Molyneux (7th Viscount 
Molyneux, of Croxteth) who had entered the Society of Jesus in 
1704, was appointed Rector of the Lancashire District of the 
Society of Jesus and rented The Scholes. <33)

The stone column near the south-west corner of the house 
probably dates from this period. It is surmounted by a rect 
angular stone recess, or niche, intended, no doubt, to hold a 
religious statue. Obviously it is the work of a local craftsman 
who, whilst dimly aware of the general form of the sturdy 
Roman Doric order, had scant knowledge of its proportions 
and details. Sixteenth- and seventeenth-century dates have been 
ascribed to the column, but there is nothing in its appearance to 
suggest that it is of an earlier date than the eighteenth-century 
Jesuit occupation. Free-standing classical columns were intro 
duced into England about 1620 and it is doubtful if one was

(20 > R. Stewart-Brown, "The Brettarghs of Brettargh Holt in Woolton", 
TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 88 (1937), p. 232.

< 3 °> V.C.H. Lanes, Vol. Ill, p. 171.
1311 Nicholas BlundeWs Diary, 21 September 1722, 14 November 1723, 6 Novem 

ber 1724. The earlier references were on 29 September 1715, 27 August, 22 
September 1718 and 20 April 1720.

1321 Dom Gilbert Dolan, with additions by Joseph Gillow, Lancashire and the 
Benedictines (privately printed, 1898), p. 29. According to this source, Father 
Busby, alias Brown, was operating from The Scholes in 1716 but, as Henry Foley 
points out (Records of the English Province of the Society of Jesus (1882) Vol. 
VII, p. 105), John Busby was only professed on 2 February 1717 and then served 
the mission of Brynn, near Ashton.

<33 ' Dom F. O. Blundell, Old Catholic Lancashire (1941), Vol. Ill, p. 105; 
Dolan, op. cit., p. 29.
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built in south-west Lancashire earlier than about 1720. An 
illustration of the column appears in Volume III of the Victoria 
County History of Lancashire.

Of the same period is a sundial which stands in the centre of 
one of the lawns. The dial is plainly marked 1730 but the 
pedestal is of more recent construction. (34) It is possible that 
during the period of the mission's occupancy of The Scholes a 
small burial-ground was established near the north end of the 
east wing on a site later covered by the present scullery. Some 
of the scullery flags, which are now permanently covered over, 
were inscribed. (36) Father Molyneux died on 30 March 1759. He 
was succeeded as head of the Jesuit mission by the Rev. Thomas 
Weldon, to whom, no doubt, the letters T W, boldly carved on 
a stone near the south-west corner of The Scholes, refer. (36)

The house remained all this time the property of Mrs. 
Brettargh and Mrs. Cobham. The former made her will on 18 
December 1758 and died four years later. The latter made her 
will on 25 June 1763. (37) The Land Tax return of 1781 (the 
earliest to survive for the district) gives the heirs of John 
Williamson as owners and Thomas Weldon as occupier. John 
Williamson, who built Roby Hall, was a wealthy Liverpool 
brewer and mayor of the town in 1761. (38)

The Jesuit mission continued as occupiers until 1790, Father 
Weldon having been succeeded by Father Westby in 1786 and 
Father Sewell in 1788. (39) The number of worshippers was on 
the increase the figure of four hundred is mentioned in 1788  
and it was decided to build a new chapel at Portico nearby. It is 
not clear whether the Jesuits ceased to rent The Scholes at once, 
but they had certainly given it up by 1796 when it became, for 
one year, the home of a Benedictine school. Dom Richard 
Marsh, who had been driven out of Lorraine by the Revolution, 
taught for a year in Wirral before leasing The Scholes in the 
summer of 1796. He and an assistant were there until the end of 
the academic year, when they joined forces with a similar school 
at Vernon Hall, Liverpool. The school finally settled at Ample- 
forth in 1802.

By the end of the eighteenth century the town of St. Helens

1841 We know of only one of earlier date in this part of Lancashire, the 1719 
sundial at Island House, Aughton.

I86) Information from Mrs. J. B. Watt.
(set por Thomas Weldon, see Foley, op. cit., Vol. VII, p. 826. Another priest 

of the same name, but of Irish rather than Northumbrian origins, also appears to 
have served the mission for a time, (ibid.)

I37) The wills are at the Lancashire Record Office.
1381 Lancashire Record Office, Land Tax Returns; V.C.H. Lanes., Vol. HI, 

p. 176.
'"> Foley, op. cit., Vol. VII, pp. 701, 829.
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was growing and industries were settling in the area. Although 
The Scholes continued to remain in a fairly secluded spot at 
least until the railway from Prescot to St. Helens was driven 
through a cutting behind the house in the early 1870s the 
character of the neighbourhood was changing. There were more 
men with money residing in the district who were willing to take 
The Scholes on lease. Meanwhile, the ownership passed to 
General Isaac Gascoyne, who had married one of John 
Williamson's three well-endowed daughters. (40) From him it 
passed to Bartholomew Bretherton, who had made a fortune 
out of running stage coaches from Liverpool. Rainhill was his 
headquarters one stage out and in 1824 he had bought 
Rainhill Manor House. (41) He acquired more and more property 
in the district, including The Scholes. In 1882 it was part of very 
extensive estates owned by the Hon. Mary Stapleton-Bretherton 
of The Hall, Rainhill, and Lackham in the County of Wilt- 
shire. (42) In 1921 The Scholes and 33 acres of land were sold by 
Frederick Stapleton-Bretherton to Walter Clitherow, engineer, 
of Ellesmere Park, Eccles. The house was put up for auction on 
15 November 1923 (43) and on the last day of December of that 
year it, and six acres of land, were bought by Pilkington 
Brothers, Limited. (44)

It only remains to describe the inside of the building.
Despite considerable rather unhappy modernisation of the 

principal rooms in Victorian times and during the first quarter 
of this century, the interior of The Scholes still retains some 
interesting features. The two ingle fireplaces have disappeared. 
The one formerly in the present dining-room, together with the 
screens passage connecting the west porch with the former 
staircase in the north projection, have been completely bricked 
up and the west porch door now opens on to a solid brick wall. 
This sealed-off portion covers an area of about eighty square

'"' V.C.H. Lanes., Vol. Ill, p. 176; Lancashire Record Office, Land Tax 
Returns.

1111 V.C.H. Lanes., Vol. Ill, p. 369.
(42) Pilkington Brothers Limited, Abstract of Title of Walter Clitherow. See 

also Parliamentary Return of Owners of Land 1873, Vol. 1, British Parliament 
ary Papers, 1874, (C. 1097) LXXII (Part 1), Lancashire, p. 10.

(43) St. Helens Reference Library, auction notice and brochure.
1441 Deeds at Pilkington Brothers Limited. Among the occupants, prior to 

Pilkingtons' purchase, were Mr. Mawdsley, a farmer, and Aid. Joseph Massey, a 
solicitor (James Hoult, "Scholes and Its Ancient Manor", St. Helens Reporter, 
26 March 1926). .
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feet. The fireplace and passage were in existence in 1897 and are 
shown on the Athenaeum plan of that year. The ingle fireplace 
formerly in the present lounge is still in situ behind the modern 
fireplace.

The Scholes is particularly rich in interesting timber work  
roof timbers, ceiling beams, doors, panelling and floor boards. 
Lancashire slates are extremely heavy roofing material and 
houses so roofed required thick walls and very sturdy roof tim 
bers. The walls at The Scholes are about two feet thick and the 
roof timbers are of roughly-hewn oak secured throughout with 
oak pegs. Exposed oak beams are in almost every ceiling. Most 
of them are roughly dressed with the adze, but in some of the 
principal rooms the lower faces appear to have been trimmed 
in situ either by sawing or planing, probably early in this 
century. There is a great variety of doors. Two in the kitchen, 
an outer and an inner door, are of very sturdy construction and 
are fitted with large antique locks. The frame of the outer door 
is fitted with iron receptacles for a stout wooden bar; the inner 
door arch is of plain dressed stone blocks. In contrast, other 
doors are attractively panelled, and one in an upper room still 
retains a delicately-worked cockspur hinge of the Elizabethan 
period; the other hinge is more modern, but the outline of a 
cockspur hinge is discernible on the woodwork. Several antique 
hinges of the H-type survive and also some good examples of 
strap hinges with fleur de lys terminals. The massive medieval 
lock referred to in the Victoria County History of Lancashire is 
not now at The Scholes, but an excellent sketch of it by E. W. 
Cox is among the Radcliffe notes at the Athenaeum.

Several doors are well panelled with applied moulding of 
mid-to-late sixteenth-century style, but the most interesting 
panelling is in the parlour in the earlier brick addition on the 
north side of the house. This small room is wainscoted from 
floor to ceiling with raised and fielded panels of about 5 feet by 
2 feet separated by a dado rail from dado panels about 18 inches 
by 2 feet. The panels are framed in bolection moulding and an 
attractive cornice surmounts the whole. This type of panelling, 
which was used with great skill by Sir Christopher Wren, can 
reliably be ascribed to the late seventeenth and early eighteenth 
centuries. (45) A beam in this room has its lower face carved with 
a Tudor rose and panels. There is a wealth of oak timbering in 
the farm buildings, particularly in the shippons, where some of 
the rough-hewn beams are of great length. The ground floor was 
originally flagged throughout, but in the interests of comfort 
the flags have been overlaid with a flooring composition. Two

<«' Croxteth Hall (1702) has several rooms wainscoted in this manner.
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Plate 4. NORTH SIDE OF FIRST-FLOOR CORRIDOR
The two left hand arches are sixteenth-century. The small door mentioned on 

page 62 is beyond the radiator.
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large upper rooms are oak floored, the boards varying from 
9 ins. to 15 ins. in width.

Despite some modernisation, the first floor retains much that 
is interesting. From the stairhead-landing a corridor leads to a 
bedroom which, in Oliver Lyme's 1631 inventory, was probably 
the "buttery chamber". A door in the south wall of the corridor 
leads into what is called the "great chamber over the hall"; this 
is the door with the cockspur hinge mentioned earlier. The 
corridor's main interest, however, lies in its north side, which 
contains four rather curious doorways. Two, which open into 
small rooms in the upper floor of the north stone projection 
which formerly contained the staircase, are of hewn stone com 
posed in the form of rounded arches, one of which has an 
ancient door probably coeval with the sixteenth-century house. 
The right-hand arch afforded access to the corridor from the 
stairs. The remaining two doorways lead into the upper floors 
of the two brick additions; that leading into the tower chamber 
is similar to the two previously described except that it is barely 
5 feet high, in striking contrast to its neighbour which leads into 
the Jacobean-gabled brick addition. This wide rectangular door 
way is about 8 feet high. The disparity in size of these two door 
ways is one of the minor mysteries of The Scholes.

The "buttery chamber" has some interesting features. The 
well-panelled door of a built-in wardrobe may be seventeenth- 
century. The dressing-room en suite with this bedroom is 
probably "the chamber over the gate" of the 1631 inventory. 
The north window of the bedroom, one of the two original 
mullioned windows which still survive, is of three lights with 
splayed sides and cill. The chimney recess in the ground-floor 
room below is not carried up into the "buttery chamber", where 
the front wall of the chimney is continued to the north wall for 
the full height of the room. It has been suggested that this 
restricted space is a priest's hole, and the fact that access to it is 
available from the cock-loft appears to support the suggestion, 
especially as several occupiers of The Scholes were recusants. 
On the other hand this walled-in recess would not have been 
difficult to detect and most authenticated priests' holes are more 
ingeniously contrived.

The bedroom over the present lounge is probably the "parlour 
chamber" of 1631. The adjoining dressing-room, which is the 
upper room of the present (east) porch is probably the "closett", 
and off this room is a small apartment known traditionally as 
the powder-room. Rooms such as this, where in Georgian days 
hair and wigs were powdered, are fairly common in country 
houses; there is a local example at Formby Hall.
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There is no cellar or undercroft at The Scholes, nor is there 
any evidence that one formerly existed. The "sellar" mentioned 
in the 1631 inventory would be a ground-floor storeroom; the 
term was frequently applied to such rooms in the seventeenth 
century.

A wall in the stable-yard contains a section in which the 
stones lie at an angle of about forty degrees to the horizontal. 
This is undoubtedly the base of a buttress, but as it is distant 
from any existing building, its purpose, at first sight, is obscure. 
The problem, however, is solved by the 25 inch Ordnance 
Survey map of 1894, which shows a westward wing projecting 
from the northern portion of the farm range and crossing the 
line of the present wall, which is plainly shown on the map. A 
buttress evidently supported the north wall of this wing and, 
when the projecting portion was demolished, the buttress was 
left standing to the height of the wall. The foundations of this 
wing are still discernible in the stable-yard.

A wall of massive stone blocks with a moulded coping, 
dividing the lawn in front of The Scholes from the flower 
gardens beyond, is probably of early eighteenth-century date 
and may well have been constructed of stones from the 
demolished west wing. A gateway approached by a low flight of 
semi-circular steps forms a central feature. The gate piers, 
apparently coeval with the wall, have large stone pineapple 
finials, which, although modern, are in harmony with their 
setting. (46) Seen from the fine old house, this gateway and wall, 
the lawn, flower gardens and woodlands form a vista which is 
extremely pleasing.

APPENDIX

THE TWO PORCHES ON THE SOUTH FRONT AND THE PROJECTION 
ON THE EAST WALL

Why were two porches built on the south front of the house ? The west porch 
projects from the only entrance into the earlier medieval house. The east porch 
is in the form of an "extruded corner" in the angle of the medieval house and the 
east wing. Both porches are two-storeyed and gabled. The purpose of the east 
porch appears to be to afford access to the east wing without the necessity of 
passing either through the great hall or through a passage which would have had 
to be constructed along the south side of it (as at Mossock Hall, Bickerstaffe), 
thereby reducing its size and cutting off much of its light. Similar corner porches

(48) The conventional pineapple was a popular late seventeenth- and early 
eighteenth-century finial. Its use at Little Crosby Hall is mentioned by Nicholas 
Blundell in his diary (F. Tyrer's transcription) on 8, 9, 10 February 1722. The 
modern examples at The Scholes may be in replacement of the original finials 
which, perhaps, had weathered badly.
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are to be found in numerous old houses in Lancashire and Cheshire, including 
one at Speke in the angle of the great parlour and the great hall, and another 
at Bispham Hall, near Wigan.

Apart from the gables and tower, the west porch is the only ornamented 
portion of The Scholes to have survived. The porch-arch is four-centred, a type 
which made its appearance in Perpendicular ecclesiastical architecture late in the 
fifteenth century. It was first used in domestic architecture early in the sixteenth 
century, one at Compton Wynyates in Warwickshire dating from before 1528. 
Local examples are at Dqwnholland Hall and Hoghton Tower, and one at 
Worthington Hall, a Standish property, has the date 1577 carved in one of the 
spandrels. At The Scholes the rather crude mouldings of the porch-arch are 
carved on wide splayed faces rising from plain bases. At the head of the jambs the 
mouldings divide, the outer ones to form a rectangular hood-mould, and the 
inner to continue around the arch. On the spandrels are carved the conventional 
Tudor rose and fern. Carved spandrels indicate a late sixteenth-century date, and 
the west porch inner door, heavily studded with hand-made nails, may be 
assigned to that period. The inner arch is four-centred but without mouldings.

The east porch also appears to be coeval with the main building. The front wall 
embracing the porch-arch has been taken down and replaced with the timber- 
framed front door and flanking windows; the inner arch has also been taken 
down. It is probable that originally the two porches were to some extent architec 
turally similar, and it is possible that some of the moulded stones lying near the 
out-buildings are from the east porch.

The two-storeyed projection from the east wall is rather perplexing. Its purpose 
is not obvious, but it seems likely that the ground-floor portion was originally a 
bread oven. The interior, about 6 ft. by 5 ft., is now used as a wine cellar. It abuts 
on to an external chimney-stack into which a flue could be directed. Low down 
on the east wall of the projection is an opening (now blocked up) through which 
the oven could be fired from the outside. Bread ovens have been found in a 
number of local houses; one of much smaller dimensions at Appley Bridge, near 
Wigan, is sited in a stone projection and abuts on to an external chimney-stack. 
A bread oven with an upper floor, however, is unusual; indeed, no other example 
of one has yet come to our notice. A bricked-up doorway in the north wall of 
the projection, and traces on an abutting wall of a stairway leading to it, suggest 
that the upper floor was probably used as a kiln, possibly for the safe drying of 
flax and hemp after steeping and scutching. U7) This theory is supported by the 
fact that originally there was no ingress to this upper floor from the kitchen 
chamber in the east wing; the present communicating doorway appears to be of 
early nineteenth-century date.

(47) For sixteenth-century local by-laws prohibiting the drying of flax and hemp 
indoors, and other practices involving fire risks, see J. A. Twemlow, Liverpool 
Town Books, passim.


