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WILLIAM FERGUSSON IRVINE.
1869—1962

W. F. Irvine was elected a member of the Historic Society on
6 November 1890, seventy-two years ago. R. D. Radcliffe was
then in the middle of his very active years as honorary secretary
and editor. Dr. Jayne, bishop of Chester, was president, and
the four vice-presidents most recently clected were W. E.
Gladstone, the rector of Liverpool, John Ruskin and J. P.
Rylands. Henry Fishwick, J. P. Earwaker and B. L. Benas were
council members. It was a world of gaslamps, cabs, beards and
frock-coats, with the Diamond Jubilee six years ahead, the Boer
War unthought of, and widespread confidence in the inevita-
bility of progress and the might of the British navy. That year
the Society issued Volume 41 at a cost of £75.

Within two years of becoming a member, young Mr. Irvine
accepted the office of honorary assistant secretary, but from
1903 to 1910 he managed the Society’s affairs as honorary
secretary and editor. He was the last member to combine these
two busy offices for any length of time, for after one year
F. C. Beazley who succeeded him surrendered the editorship to
John Brownbill of Victoria County History fame. Irvine joined
the vice-presidents, and in 1938 Council elected him president
in succession to the Earl of Derby. He held that office until his
death on 4 March 1962 in his ninety-fourth year.

W. F. Irvine was not a professional historian. Like his father
he was a most active business man, but he found time and
energy to study and write history extensively. At first his
interests were confined to Wirral, but they soon widened to
embrace parts of Lancashire and the whole county of Cheshire.
He published several books, but his greatest single work was the
editing of the Cheshire Sheaf from as early as 1896 to virtu-
ally the end of his life. J. H. E. Bennett and, later, F. G. C.
Rowe aided him in his task, but they would be the first to admit
that the enthusiasm and the scholarship came chiefly from
Irvine. From 1895 to 1909 he served the Record Society of
Lancashire and Cheshire as honorary secretary and general
editor, and from 1923 he held the office of president. Through-
out most of his adult life he was an active member of the
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Plate 18. W. FERGUSSON IRVINE
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Chetham Society and of the Chester and North Wales Archaeo-
logical Society. The Society of Antiquaries elected him a
fellow in 1905, and from 1909 he undertook further duties by
becoming its local secretary for Cheshire. Liverpool University
conferred on him the honorary degree of master of arts in 1909,
chiefly in recognition of his work as honorary secretary of the
Local History School in the university during the previous six
years. In those years before the first world war, when Irvine was
in his thirties and early forties and the father of a young family,
his energy and enthusiasm must have been a wonderful inspira-
tion to all who were interested in the study of local records.

When he retired from business in the mid-"twenties, Irvine
went to live at Corwen in North Wales. This move, he once told
me, was made to please his sons who were keen mountaineers—
one of them, A. C. Irvine, in 1924 perished with G. L. Mallory
on the highest slopes of Mount Everest. The first decade of
retirement gave him opportunity for more intensive historical
work. Until the war years he was able to visit libraries easily and
frequently; after the war he was forced to rely upon corres-
pondence and occasional visits from fellow historians. But he
never lost his interest in the study of the past, and he was
always ready to use his vast knowledge and experience to
further the work of younger scholars.

In 1957, in honour of W. F. Irvine’s eighty-ninth birthday
and “in recognition of the outstanding contributions he has
made over more than half a century to the History of the
Counties Palatine of Cheshire and Lancashire”, the Record
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire published Facsimiles of
Early Cheshire Charters. With characteristic modesty, Irvine
considered the praise he received on that occasion as exag-
gerated and embarrassing, but time will undoubtedly justify the
claim made by Geoffrey Barraclough in the preface to that book
that future generations will place the name of William Fergusson
Irvine alongside those of Sir Peter Leicester and George
Ormerod, and not consider it the least in that distinguished
trinity of Cheshire historians.

Papers published in TRANSACTIONS :—

Vol. 45 “Notes on the ancient parish of Bidston™.
47 ““Notes on the parish churches of Wirral”.
52 ““The origin of the Irelands of Hale”.
“Lancashire hearth taxes™.
53 “Notes on the old halls of Wirral”.
“Notes on the parish of Woodchurch”.
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“Notes on Hall i’ th’ Wood and its owners”.
“Church discipline after the Restoration™.
“Dame Mary Moore”.

“Trespasses in the Forest of Wirral in 13517,
“The Early Stanleys”.

“Final concord between Robert de Aldford and
Richard Pulford, c. 1170-1180.

“Disputes at Nether Peover Chapel in 1625,

Mr. Irvine edited Vols. 55-60 inclusive.

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE RECORD SOCIETY

Vol. 30

33

37-8
43

52

53

80, 81, 83

85

“Collection of Lancashire and Cheshire wills not
now to be found in any probate registry, 1301-
1752”.

“A list of the clergy in eleven deaneries of the
diocese of Chester, 1541-2.

“An index of the wills, inventories etc. now pre-
served at the diocesan registry, Chester, from 1487
to 1620 inclusive”.

“An index to the wills and inventories preserved in
the probate registry at Chester from 1761 to 1780.
“A list of the freeholders in Cheshire in the year
1578”.

“The earliest ordination book of the diocese of
Chester, 1542-7 and 1555-8”.

“An index to infra wills and inventories now pre-
served in the probate registry at Chester, 1590-
1665”.

“Marriage licences granted within the arch-
deaconry of Chester, 1606-16". This work is con-
tinued in Vols. 56, 57, 61, 65, 69, 73 and 77. It
eventually covers the period 1606-1700.
“Marriage bonds for the deaneries of Lonsdale,
Kendal, Furness, Copeland and Amounderness,
1723-38”.

“Marriage bonds of the ancient archdeaconry of
Chester, 1707-11"".

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE ANTIQUARIAN

Vol. 13

SOCIETY
“Church Discipline in the Sixteenth Century”.
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CHESTER AND NORTH WALES ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY

Vol. 5 pt. 4 “The Bishop of Chester’s visitation book, 1592,

INDEPENDENT PUBLICATIONS
Registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials of the parish
of Bidston, Cheshire, 1581-1700, 1898.
Liverpool in King Charles the Second’s time, 1899.

The Registers of Upton in Overchurch in Cheshire, 1600-1812,
1900.

Short history of the township of Rivington, 1904.

J. J. BAGLEY.




EVELINE BEATRICE SAXTON
1889—1962

Miss E. B. Saxton was associated with Liverpool and the
history of Liverpool and district all her life. She was born in
Crosby, and educated at Blackburne House and Liverpool
University. She graduated M.A. in 1910, and in the following
March was appointed an assistant librarian in the public library.
Before the end of 1912 she had passed the associate examination
of the Library Association, and from 1930 she became ex-
clusively concerned with Local History records. Even after she
had officially retired from the library service in 1951 she still
worked for many hours a month in the Picton Library on
different aspects of Liverpool’s history, and it was fitting that
she should spend the very last day of her life in the library
transcribing the Town Books.

Miss Saxton was a member of this Society for just over
thirty years. She was elected a member of the Council in 1947,
the first lady ever to achieve that distinction. She compiled the
General Index to be found in Volume 110, and contributed the
following papers to the TRANSACTIONS.

Vol. 91. “Losses of the inhabitants of Liverpool on the taking
of the town in 1644”.

93. “Fresh light on the Liverpool election of 1670”.

96 and 97. “Speke Hall and two Norris inventories,

1624 and 1700”.

100. “Early records of the Mock Corporation of Sefton™.

111. “The Binns Family of Liverpool and the Binns
Collection in the Liverpool Public Library™.

Miss Saxton was also the author of Rhymes of Old Liverpool
published in 1928, and of More Rhymes of Old Liverpool in
1937. At the Picton Library she continued J. Brownbill’s
calendaring and indexing of the Coleman Deeds, and arranged
and indexed the Moore Deeds, the Norris Papers, and the
Roscoe Papers. Her last major contribution to Liverpool
historical studies was to continue the transcription of the Town
Books where J. A. Twemlow had left off. Part of that work,
unfortunately without Miss Saxton’s scholarly explanatory
notes, was embodied in Dr. G. Chandler’s Liverpool under
James I in 1960, and the remainder will be published later.
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Plate 19. EVELINE B. SAXTON
1889—1962
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Figure 13. THE BOOK-PLATE DESIGNED FOR MISS SAXTON BY
JOHN PRIDE

Two of our affiliated societies, the Crosby and District
Historical Society and the Liverpool Nautical Research Society,
will miss Miss Saxton as much as we shall. She had many
friends, and with her vast knowledge of Liverpool’s archives
she was always most ready to help other researchers. She was
modest and unassuming, but she could hardly have failed to
realise that the achievements of her quiet industry through the
years will go on enlightening interested readers and helping
students of Local History for many generations to come.

J. F. SMITH.



FREDERICK THRELFALL WAINWRIGHT
1917—1961

Frederick Threlfall Wainwright died in Edinburgh on 13 June
1961 after a short illness. He was only 43 years old, and his
sudden, unexpected death cut short an active life, which had
already achieved much for historical scholarship, and which
promised to achieve so much more.

Frederick Wainwright was a pupil of Francis A. Bailey at
Prescot Grammar School. In 1935 he began reading History at
Reading University, and, inspired and encouraged by Sir Frank
Stenton, he eventually specialised in Anglo-Saxon studies. In
turn he mastered the mysteries of place-names and the tech-
niques of archaeology, and it is pleasant to record that in the
last months of his life, this well-equipped student of pre-
Conquest history wrote a book explaining what interacting
contributions documents, place-names, and archaeological
excavations make to our understanding of early history.

Like all true scholars Frederick Wainwright never ceased to
be a student, but when he came down from Reading he taught
History at Liverpool College and at Liverpool University. After
the war he left Lancashire to become head of the Department of
History in University College, Dundee, and, in 1955, head of
the Department of Dark Age Studies at the University of St.
Andrews. During these post-war years he was appointed
treasurer of the English Place-name Society, a fellow both of the
Society of Antiquaries and the Royal Historical Society, and a
member of the Ancient Monuments Board for Scotland. With
the help of his wife, a fellow historian, he founded and organised
the British Summer School of Archaeology, which since 1952
has attracted remarkable and increasing support from profes-
sional and amateur archaeologists. Because of this last activity
alone, he will be sadly missed by scores of friends from the
south of England to the north of Scotland.

Frederick Wainwright joined the Historic Society of Lan-
cashire and Cheshire in 1941, and despite his long absence in
Scotland, was always an active and enthusiastic member. In
May 1941 he read his paper “The Anglian Settlement in
Lancashire”, which was the first of a series of studies which
have revolutionised our knowledge of north-west England in
the centuries between the departure of the Romans and the
arrival of the Normans. Much that is now accepted as back-
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Plate 20. FREDERICK T. WAINWRIGHT
1917—61
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ground knowledge of this difficult period of Lancashire and
Cheshire history has been derived from his historical examina-
tion of place-name and archaeological evidence. From 1948 to
1950 Dr. Wainwright served as Honorary Editor. He had a
very busy term of office, because in those two years he com-
pleted the editing of Volume 98, saw Volume 99 with its general
index through all stages of its publication, produced the special
centenary volume, and gathered together the papers for
Volume 101.

Dr. Wainwright wrote articles for the journals of several
learned societies, did valuable work for the English Place-name
Society, issued reports on a number of archaeological excava-
tions, and edited the published volumes of papers given at each
of the Summer Schools which he and Mrs. Wainwright organ-
ised. His contributions to the history of north-west England
include the following:—

TRANSACTIONS

Vol. 93 “The Anglian Settlement in Lancashire™.
94 “North-west Mercia, A.D. 8§71-924”,
97 “Field-names of Amounderness Hundred”.
99 *“Signeby in Cheshire”.

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE ANTIQUARIAN
SOCIETY

Vol. 58 “The Scandinavians in Lancashire™,

ENGLISH HISTORICAL REVIEW

April 1948 “Ingimund’s Invasion”.
April 1950 ““Cledemutha’.

INDEPENDENT PUBLICATION

“Zthelflaed Lady of the Mercians™, in The Anglo-Saxons,
ed. by Peter Clemoes, 1959.

J. J. BAGLEY.




