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T TNDERSTANDABLY but mistakenly the casual visitor to 
vJ Overchurch might well decide that the church is modern 

and uninteresting. Indeed these are the very words with which 
H. E. Young described it in A Perambulation of the Hundred 
of Wirral, a book which did much in the early years of this 
century to waken the urban dwellers of Merseyside to the rural 
beauty on their doorstep.

Overchurch Church and graveyard were consecrated on 
28 April 1868, but the church is the third parish church and all 
three have occupied different sites. The first was a Norman 
building situated west of the Moreton Road and three-quarters 
of a mile from Upton at Overchurch Hill. It was demolished in 
1813. (1) The second was situated at Greenbank, at the extreme 
west of Upton, and was consecrated on 11 November 1814. 
The last service was held there on 26 April 1868, but the building 
was not demolished until 1887. For the last nineteen years of its 
life it served the township as a mortuary. As recently as 1958, 
the parochial church council was responsible for the mainten 
ance of three graveyards and for the burial ground in 
Houghton Road, the gift in 1921 of the Webster family, but in 
1958 the Overchurch and Greenbank graveyards were legally 
closed and so have now become the responsibility of the 
Birkenhead Corporation.

The medieval parishes of Lancashire and Cheshire usually 
contained several townships. Childwall had 10, Manchester 29, 
and Great Budworth and Macclesfield as many as 35 and 32 
respectively. Yet strange to note Overchurch parish contained 
and still contains only one township and that is Upton. The 
only other Wirral parish to have one township is Thurstaston, 
but even there small parts of the townships of Irby and Greasby 
were included in the parish. For all practical purposes the parish 
of Overchurch and the township of Upton are the same, and so 
when in 1813 the second church was built at Greenbank, Upton,

111 The church at Upton-by-Chester built in 1854 was designed on similar 
lines to that of the Norman church.
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it naturally was referred to as Upton Church and not Over- 
church Church. This unofficial and dual title and the fact that 
for nineteen years two church buildings existed only about two 
hundred yards apart have misled many local historians, and 
have given birth to several inaccurate statements. <2) The name 
Overchurch means the church on the shore or on the edge of a 
marsh or cliff, whilst Upton means the farmstead on the hillock, 
both apt descriptions of the two places.

Because the name of the parish is Anglo-Saxon in origin and 
because the Runic stone has been discovered there, it is 
generally believed that the Norman church occupied the site 
of an earlier English church. Much of the material of the 
Norman church was used in the construction of the second 
church (Greenbank Church), and the Runic stone, evidently 
part of that material, was discovered by William Webster on the 
demolition of the second church. The stone(3) was given by the 
church to the Grosvenor Museum, Chester, and in turn the 
museum gave the Church a plaster cast made under the guidance 
of the late Professor Robert Newstead, the Chester antiquarian. 
The plaster cast is now housed in a glass case near the vestries. 
The inscription on the stone has been translated as, The people 
erected this memorial. Pray for dEthelmund. Who ^Ethelmund 
was we know not; possibly he was a leader who protected his 
people from the attacks of Norse invaders. That so little is 
known about the stone is not surprising, for, excluding the 
Roman period, this stone is one of the oldest and most in 
teresting in the county and certainly the oldest inscribed stone 
in Wirral. W. G. Collingwood in BrownbilPs history of West 
Kirby and Hilbre states it is of the late Anglian period and 
dates it circa 900. A study of the runes confirms the accuracy 
of this dating.

The earlier records of the church have disappeared, but it is 
known that the rectory originally formed part of the revenues 
of the abbey of St. Werburgh, Chester. With the founding of 
the see of Chester in 1541, the tithes were transferred to the 
cathedral and formed part of its revenues, but Sir Richard 
Cotton, comptroller of the king's household, for a fixed annual 
payment of £603. 17. 0. was granted most of the lands although

(2) Similarly there have been three schools. The first occupied part of a house 
in Ford Road. The second, built in 1832, was a church school in Rake Lane, and 
the third Inman built in 1868 on the north side of the Church.

131 See TRANSACTIONS, Volume 43-4 for the paper by E. W. Cox. Budden 
in his book The Beauty and Interest of Wirral is in error when he states, "The 
principal relic is the Biddan Stone, which rests in a glass case." So is Arthur Mee 
in his book Cheshire when he states, "In a show case there is a fragment of the 
Runic Stone".
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the annual rents of the property produced over £700. (4) 
Succeeding holders have been the Stanleys of Hooton, the 
rectors of Bebington, John Webster, William Inman, and 
Mrs. Emily Forbes. The last change occurred in 1919, when 
Canon Bellamy, on the instructions of the church vestry, 
purchased the tithes for the parish church for the sum of 
£1,500 at an auction at Moreton. The Simeon Trustees now 
serve as the present patron of the living.

A detailed description of the Norman church is given in 
TRANSACTIONS, Volume 43-44. It is surprising to note that 
the nave measured 49 feet by 21 feet and accommodated about 
150 worshippers. The Greenbank church, the second church, 
does not justify close inspection. Though building began in 
June 1813, it was only completed in September 1815 after an 
interval of five months when no work was attempted. The cost 
of the building, excluding the material brought from the 
Norman church, was £728. 17. 3. No architect was employed. 
Quite early after completion it was referred to as a temporary 
church. Perhaps the only point worth noting was that it con 
tained the last private pew which belonged to the well-known 
Cust family of Leasowe, whose coat of arms decorated the door 
of their pew. The family usually worshipped at Bidston Church, 
the parish in which Leasowe Castle, the family seat, was 
situated, but this temporary change may have been caused by 
the marriage of the vicar, the Reverend J. J. Moss (1856-62), 
to a daughter of the family.

The present church is different. The architecture is based on 
early English style: the architect was J. Cunningham, whose best 
known building was the first Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool. 
The stone was quarried locally at Storeton and Flaybrick. 
Outwardly little change has taken place, but inside the church 
there have been many changes. The mahogany pulpit has been 
replaced by an exquisite marble pulpit, a memorial to the 
de Wolf family who once resided at the Salacres. Similarly the 
mahogany woodwork in the chancel has all been replaced by 
good examples of craftsmanship in oak, and all except the choir 
stalls are memorials to parishioners. The original organ has been 
replaced by a larger instrument, a part of the cost of which was 
provided by the Carnegie Trust. Alas the instrument has been 
degraded by being removed from the chancel to the nave, 
where it now occupies the original vestry.

The windows were originally plain-coloured glass, but in quite 
a short time it was thought desirable to replace them with

<4) For a complete account of this amazing and fraudulent transaction see 
R. V. H. Burne, Chester Cathedral, p. 24.
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Plate 9. OVERCHURCH PARISH CHURCH
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stained glass. Unfortunately this form of art about the end of 
the nineteenth century had fallen to a low standard, and with 
the various donors insisting upon their own ideas there has 
resulted a series of windows with little artistic merit and with a 
complete disregard for uniformity and harmony. The windows 
in the chancel may be regarded as the best, but to borrow the 
theme of Leonardo da Vinci's Last Supper and then cut it up 
into five pieces shows little respect for this masterpiece.

Near the pulpit is the memorial to William Inman the 
generous benefactor not only of this church but also of Moreton 
Parish Church. On the memorials to him in both churches it is 
recorded that he was the pioneer of steamship emigration to 
America. Such a statement is most misleading. Contemporary 
with the Inman Line there were other fleets, but for various 
reasons all except Cunard Line have lost their identity. Inman, 
without a government subsidy, generally carried each year the 
largest number of emigrants. (5) At that time the other fleets were 
propelled by paddles, whilst Inman had already introduced 
screw-driven vessels so for the sake of accuracy the description 
of the benefactor should be altered to, the pioneer of screw- 
steamship passenger emigration to America. A very interesting 
occurrence exemplifies Inman's business acumen and his 
humane and thoughtful character.' 61 The accommodation on the 
early liners was poor and uncomfortable, particularly in the 
steerage class, and a passage on this deck was at times a 
continual nightmare. To test the conditions, Inman booked a 
passage steerage to America for himself and his wife, and this 
may be the only occasion when for choice a steamship owner 
has travelled steerage with emigrants of different nationalities.

The small squat tower at Overchurch, about fifty feet high, 
not only houses the peal of five bells' 71 but also the bell-ringing 
chamber. The bells in two tiers weigh from five to nine hundred 
weights. The notes are G, A, B, C, D, and were cast by Messrs. 
Mears and Stainbank. The chime is not the usual Westminster 
chime, but one composed by Messrs. John Smith & Son

<5) Details of passengers carried to America for the year 1870.
Inman Line 68 trips 3,635 cabin 40,465 steerage 44,100 total 
National Line 56   2,442   33,494   35,936   
GuionLine 55   1,115   27,054   28,169   
Anchor Line 74   1,637   23,404   25,041   
Cunard Line 70   7,638   16,871   24,509   

181 For this information I am indebted to my late friend Mr. A. C. Wardle, the 
historian of Liverpool shipping.

171 The bells are inscribed on the shoulder, ROBERT STAINBANK FOUNDER 
1868, and on the waist of the tenor is recorded, THESE BELLS WERE 
PRESENTED TO ST. MARY'S PARISH CHURCH UPTON BY PUBLIC 
SUBSCRIPTION 1868.
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Limited of Derby, who built the clock and chiming apparatus. 
Only five other churches possess a similar chime, namely 
Blackwell, Rugby, St. Petroe Minor, Walgrave and Yarcombe. 
The peal and communion set were subscribed locally and cost 
£416. The treasurer suffered a disappointment, alack not 
unknown to-day, for he records, "that it is regrettable to 
observe that two parishioners never paid the promised donation 
Mr. G. having been called to the other world and Mr. H. 
removed from this part of the country." In over ninety years, 
there has been only one peal rung, and that was as recently as 
30 November 1957.

It is strange how on the occasion of the Service of Conse 
cration contemporary accounts published in Liverpool papers 
differ in important details. The Liverpool Daily Courier stated, 
"The cost of the Church and School etc. is, exclusive of the land 
which is the gift of Mr. William Inman, £5,500, towards which 
£1,200 was subscribed the remainder being liberally defrayed 
by that gentleman." Another paper recorded, "The new Church 
has cost about £4,000 exclusive of the land, and the expense 
incurred in the erection of the schools has been £1,300. With 
the exception of £600 contributed by the residents, the whole 
cost has been borne by Mr. Inman. In addition Mr. Inman paid 
for the interior furnishings as well as prayer books, hymn books 
and bible."

One particular interesting piece of the communion plate is the 
cup and patten presented by Charles Bold. It bears upon the 
bowl the Bold coat of arms and the following inscription, 
Carolus Bold, filius Petri Bold de Upton armigere, dedit hunc 
calicem ecclesie ibidem eodem tempore dedit illis Bibliam 1618. 
(Charles Bold, son of Peter Bold of Upton gentleman, gave this 
chalice to the church there at the same time he gave this Bible 
1618). The maker's mark is I.C. in monogram, a London 
silversmith whose name has not been identified. (8) The cup is 
the ninth oldest in the diocese. C. W. Budden in Rambles round 
the old Churches of Wirral says that the church possesses the 
oldest bible in Wirral. Unfortunately this is not now true, for 
the oldest bible in the church is dated 1638, and so it would 
seem that Budden was referring to the Bold Bible which evi 
dently disappeared between 1920 and 1940. Three other 
interesting items from the Norman church are the wooden 
collecting boxes, probably of the eighteenth century, used for 
collecting money for church briefs and not for church expenses 
or general charities as at the present-day, an unusual slim 
wooden font standing 42 inches high and 17 inches in circum-

(8) Jackson, C. J., English Goldsmiths and their Marks, p. 115.
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ference with a small bowl on the top 5f inches in diameter, and 
lastly a splendid interesting copy of the last remaining bell from 
the Norman church. There was until fairly recently a decalogue 
in the vestry. To remedy the bareness of churches after the 
stripping of furnishings during the Reformation, and also 
for the edification of the people, Queen Elizabeth I ordered 
panels with the Ten Commandments, the Lord's Prayer and the 
Creed to be set up in the churches. It is probable that the 
decalogue recently discarded was the one ordered in 1825, which 
cost the parish £11. 18. 0; "£4 for material and £7. 18. 0. to 
Tho. Royden for painting commandments".

There are some interesting points but certainly nothing novel 
in the church records. From 5 September 1538 the keeping of 
parish registers was a clerical legal obligation, but since this poor 
parish' 9) was usually served by curates from the neighbouring 
parishes of West Kirby, Bidston, Bebington, and Woodchurch, 
the registers were often indifferently written up and little 
attention has at times been paid to their preservation. The 
curates were necessary because the living of Overchurch was 
often held by an absentee. Up to the mid-nineteenth century 
pluralism was common in the church, and parishes with a poor 
stipend could not hope to keep a resident clergyman of their 
own. Among the episcopal papers at Chester a letter from the 
Rev. Roger Jacson (1778-1825) dated February 1807 states that 
his non-residence at Overchurch is due to his residence at 
Bebington where he is rector. During his incumbency the parish 
was served by his son, Rev. Shallcross Jacson, and Edward 
Newton, curate at West Kirby and later master of Wallasey, 
Grammar School and vicar of St. Mary's, Birkenhead.

The register begins in 1762, but the bishop's registry at 
Chester contains 71 transcripts for earlier years, covering the 
period 1600-1762. There are at the end of the seventeenth 
century the usual records of "burials in woollen". In 1728 there 
is a Peter Pemberton described as a goldsmith. A Peter 
Pemberton was registered as a goldsmith at the Chester assay 
office in 1705-6, and this may be the same man who retired to 
Upton. In the middle of the eighteenth century there are several 
inaccuracies such as a child being baptised twice within three 
months, and the same housewife being buried twice within 
nine months.

A fair estimate of social standing, occupations and economic 
standards may be formed from a perusal of the records. The 
males of the Bold family, who came from Bold, Lancashire, are

191 It was chiefly due to the untiring efforts of Canon Bellamy 1912-1935 that 
the value of the living was so satisfactorily increased.
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Plate 10. OLD COLLECTING BOXES AT 
OVERCHURCH
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described as Ar, or Armigr., short for armiger, the Latin for 
esquire. The only occasions when the description Mr. or Mrs. is 
used relates to the Presbyterian minister, Thomas Woodcock 
and his wife. There are a few references to Woodcock in 
W. Urwick's History of Nonconformity in Cheshire. The writer 
has concluded, and with this W. Fergusson Irvine who trans 
cribed the register is in agreement, that Robert Dobson, curate 
at West Kirby, and Robert Denson, vicar from 1722 to 1730, 
who made the entries, did not wish to describe Woodcock as 
a brother cleric yet desired to give him a dignified description 
as a mark of respect.

That the church does not possess a bequest board is explained 
by the following extract dated 4 May 1734.

"This is to testifie that Mrs. Scarisbrick of Leverpool gave five pounds the 
interest thereon to be distributed by her brother Robert Bennett and his heirs 
and assigns for ever to the poor of Upton on Good Friday or as they shall 
think fit; And likewise that Robert Bennett aforesaid late of Upton deceased 
gave the further sum of five pounds the interest thereof to be distributed as 
aforesaid. Which said sum of Tenn pounds was desired by the said Brother and 
'Sister to be and remain a stock for the use of the poor of Upton for ever: Which 
said sum of Ten pounds was lent to John Denson and Thomas Denson to be 
paid by them or their heirs and assigns with Lawful Interest As appears by a 
Bill under handwriting, dated 30th December 1723. As witness my hand, Richd 
Smith, Minister of Overchurch."

Eleven years after the loan was made to the Densons, the vicar, 
Richard Smith (1730-1737), who incidentally was both school 
master and curate at Woodchurch, thought it advisable to make 
a written note of the charity and the subsequent loan of the 
capital. There are no recorded transactions either of the pay 
ment of interest or the distribution of the interest to the poor of 
Upton on Good Friday. Strange to note that Robert Danson 
was Vicar from before 1723 to 1730, and a Robert Denson was 
curate of Wallasey from 1719 to 1720, and during the period 
1723-1729 a Robert Denson signed the parish register as curate, 
except that for the year 1729 he styled himself Minister. Were 
the two Densons, the borrowers of the £10, and the cleric who 
signed the parish register relatives?

The parish accounts at Overchurch follow the usual pattern, 
but very occasionally a ley is not levied. In 1733 the total 
expenditure amounted to six shillings and eightpence, of which 
three shillings was "spent when the last Ch. Wardens made 
their accounts". The remaining expenditure is as follows: 

"For Writing the two Presentments and
copy of the Register 00 = 2 = 0 

Spent when we made the Presentments 00 = 1 = 0 
Spent with Mr. Hodson [the Vicar] 00 = 0 = 8"
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It would appear that their thoughts had been concentrated on 
the preservation of the body but the following year they did 
think of others for we find, "Given to a poor man with a 
petition 00 = 0 = 2."

George Hodson was vicar from 1737 to 1757. He was also 
curate of West Kirby from 1726 to 1758, and seems to have 
served the cure of Overchurch for some years previous to 1737. 
Judging by the following resolution, he seems to have stirred 
some life into the parish. "We the Minister and Church 
Wardens and parishioners of the Parish of Overchurch being 
legally met this 20th Day of April 1747. Do agree that there 
shall be a Dinner etc. provided By the Church Wardens every 
Easter for the Minister and the Rest of the Parishioners for 
Ever or till it shall be otherwise ordered as witness our 
hands."

A remarkable point about the accounts is the regularity of 
the same items at the same figure. In 1804 the Easter dinner 
cost £1. 5. 6, an increase of seven shillings over the previous 
year, and then it remained at the higher figure for the next 
seven years. For the years 1808, 1809 and 1810 the sum of 
2s., 2s. 6d., and 2s. respectively were paid for a fox. Strange 
that the only other payments for foxes were 43 and 24 years 
earlier. In 1731, the clerk bought a book to write the account in 
and no doubt being overjoyed with this novelty he very kindly 
provided posterity with details of the income produced by the 
church ley, which is as follows: 

An Assessment of a Ley and half for 1731.
Occupiers of the Hall 015 0
Arthur Bennet 050
Peter Widdens 050 
Peter Widdens for Law House 0 1 9|

Lynaker 049
Smiths 0 0 9|
Wilcocks 0 2 4i

Tho. Wilson 0 2 lj
Peter Gill 0 1 9
Thomas Whiteside 0 5 7J
Arthur Lowe 03 1 j
Tho. Young 0 3 4|
Mrs. Martin 049
Tho. Bennet 050

Total 3 00 8 [sic]

The expenditure for the same year is as follows: 
Spent with the Parson & Parishioners 00 2 6
Paid for making the Cushion to kneel upon 006
Spent at making the Assessment 006
Paid for 12 yards of Holland for a Surplice 140
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Paid for this Book to write the Account in 026
Paid for a pewter plate for the Sacram't 014
Spent another time with the Minister & Parishioners 0 1 0
Paid for making the Pen for the Clerk 0 12 0
Paid for making & washing the Surplice 080
Paid for a Napkin for the Sacrament 022
Spent at a Parish meeting about the Clerk 036
Paid for fencing the Church yard 0 1 0 
Paid for making two presentments & writing a Copy

of Register 020

Total 3 1 0

The nefarious dealings in sparrows do not appear in the 
parish accounts until 1775 when eight dozen sparrows cost 2s. 
As late as 1855 a resolution of the vestry reads: "It was also 
allowed that the Churchwardens be empowered to pay at the 
rate of 4d. per dozen for old sparrows, 3d. per dozen for young 
sparrows and 2d. per dozen for eggs." The word sparrows 
means sparrow heads. In spite of the passing of this resolution 
the dealings in sparrows fortunately came to an end in the year 
1851. Generally there is little point in trying to analyse the 
expenses of the vestry. They may bear little relation to the 
church activities. For example the purchases of communion 
wine for the years 1834, 1835, and 1836 are four, seven and one 
bottle respectively. Such variations can give no guidance to the 
number of communicants during those years.

The year 1868, the year the present church was consecrated 
for public worship, is an important year in the history of the 
Church of England. In that year, Gladstone, a member of the 
Church of England and a vice-president of this Society, in his 
first year of office as prime minister successfully introduced the 
bill for the abolition of church rates. The spirit of revolt against 
conformity was already abroad, and an Overchurch resolution 
of 1859 confirms this. "The Churchwardens were also instructed 
to summon before the magistrates all defaulters of Church 
Rates." But apparently no action was taken. The parish 
continued to ask for voluntary payments of the rates even after 
the abolition, but by 1878 it decided to rely solely on church 
collections which had been introduced in 1876. Finally diocesan 
and ex-parochial objects first occur in the accounts during the 
year 1893-94 and are: Mersey Mission £8. 16. 7; Diocese 
£5. 5. 2; Church Pastoral Aid Society £6. 0. 0; Church Mis 
sionary Society £7. 10. 0; and Poor Fund £14. 5. 10.

In April 1868, Inman as vicar's warden decided to take a 
census of the parish, which provided him with the following 
information: 
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Plate 11. THE TOWER OF OVERCHURCH PARISH CHURCH
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Males 205 Protestants 377
Females 306 Romanists 134 mostly in the Nunnery.

511 511

There can be little doubt that the numbers surprised him, for 
with his usual thoroughness he followed the census with a 
request for the number of seats required by each family, and 
this information must have given the wardens a further surprise 
for there were 173 adults, 126 children, and 46 servants, a total 
of 345 applicants for 261 seats. The bishop upon being con 
sulted about this difficult problem advised very prophetically 
that no sittings should be allotted, and the following of this 
advice solved the problem. But the parish population increased 
steadily in the nineteenth century. At the first census in 1801 
Upton township had 141 inhabitants. Every ten years a new 
census was held, and Upton's figures from 1811 to 1901 were 
163, 183, 191, 237, 227, 293, 540, 622, 687, and 788. In 1911 the 
figure topped the thousand, 1,006; and by 1921 was 1,132. The 
figure for 1951 was 6,635 for Upton Ward, which is larger than 
the township, since it includes parts of the parishes of Bidston, 
Oxton and Woodchurch.

Amongst the books in the church safe there are the Upton 
Township Records for the years 1730 to 1785, and as in the 
church accounts the expenditure is generally given in detail but 
the receipts are given in total only. However, from an examina 
tion of the receipts of the overseers of the poor and the surveyors 
of the highways and from a list of the ley payers, it is possible 
to calculate the township's assessments, for the year 1752, which 
is as follows: 

£ s. d.
Foster Cunliffe Esq. 64 13 4 
Arthur Bennet Esq. 24 8 4 
Peter Widdens 23 8 4 
Woodchurch Poor 1 0 0 
Shop 1 0 0 
Thomas Lecester 974 
Richard Sherlock 206 
Jno Miller 340 
Dan1 Peacock 340 
Rev. Mr. Crookall 1 2 0 
Wm. Leen 1 4 0 
Robt. Ellison 10 18 4 
Robt. Harrison 12 6 
Geo. Gill ' 3110 
Overchurch Land 115 8 
Thomas Whiteside 12 16 8 
Arthur Lowe 811 8 
Thomas Young 342 
Mistress Martin 17 5 10
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Sr. Rowland Stanley 62 5 0
Sarn1 Huntington 500
John Wade 484
Bridge House 015 8
Mrs. Robinson 2 16 0
Revd. Geo. Hodson 2 15 8
Dan 1 Dallamore 1 11 8
Robt. Corf 1 6 8
Thos. Fleet 0 10 0
Mr. Murray 0 15 8
John Godwin 134

£276 15 8

The payments made for the same year are headed:  
Upton Disbursement on A/C of the Poor and Highways 1752.

£ s. d.
To expenses going with Jas. Ball to Justice 1 6 
  coals for Ellen Rimmer 10 0 
  fetching midwife 1 6 
  a Warrant for Hen. Bentley to prove his settlement 6 
  Towns Meeting 7 0 
  Expenses at the Highways 4/- 3/4 2/2 9 6 
  John Middleton 2 days Disburs't to Bispam's Widow 7 0 
  Work 2 0 
  Clerks wages 5 0 
  Fetching a load of coals for Robt. Corf on acct. of

Boarding E.R. 4 0

Disburst 280 
Reed, from the Township 529

Due from the Old Overseers to the Town 2 14 9

The following odd extracts have been taken from the
township records:

£ s. d.
To an order to remove Hen. Bentley [probably a vagrant] 2 6 
A Bucket for the Town Well 2 0 
John Parkinson for the use of his Hammer and Getting

Bucket out of the well 1 8 
Gave to Ann C. when she went to Lancashire 4 0 
Horse Hire and expenses going to Ormskirk Sessions on

account of Ann C. 16 8 
Mr. Statham his fee and attendance 8 6 
A Town Hammer 4 0 
A troublesome woman 1 Q 
Carting Ann C & Goods from Latham to Upton 3 8 
At Betty Hughs wedding and all 1136 
For going on accompt of getting her married 5 0

The township records, kept no better or probably not as well as 
the church records, are mainly concerned with the upkeep of 
the roads, the care of the poor and sick, and vagrancy. Of the 
past there are not many visible signs that remain today in the
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township, and so the two toll-houses, one at the junction of the 
Saughall Massie and West Kirby Roads, and the other at the 
junction of the Moreton Road, are of particular local interest. 
At the end of Quinesway the old barn, patched and altered in 
a savage manner, still stands as it did in the seventeenth century. 

Most accounts of Upton record the bi-annual fairs held on 
the last Friday in April and the Friday before Michaelmas, when 
races were run on the field known as the Big Croft. The fairs 
and the weekly markets have long since been discontinued. 
The farming industry and the farm workers have vanished from 
Upton, and it was incorporated into the borough of Birkenhead 
in 1933. What then is the future of Upton? Long may the 
residents successfully resist the attempts of the Birkenhead 
Corporation to obtain planning permission for the building of 
factories, even for light industries, in the Green Belt in which 
Upton stands. The immediate neighbourhood of Ford Road, 
where multiple stores have penetrated at last, is still called, 
The Village. And who would change that, even if in strict fact 
Upton was never a village but a township ?

APPENDIX

Records held by Overchurch Church, excluding ecclesiastical documents 
relating to the consecration of land, redemption of rent charges etc., are as 
follows: 

Parish Registers 1701 to 1742.
1758 to 1812.' 10 '
1813 to date, kept in three parts,

baptism, marriage and burial.

Banns Records 1862 to date. 
Parish Accounts including

Vestry Meetings 1731 to 1809. 
1813 to date.

Church Day School
Minute Book 1918 to 1938.

Upton Township Records 1730 to 1785.

1101 The first sheet is a list compiled by the incumbent in 1762 for the years 
1738 to 1758, and culled from private family records.

LIST OF VICARS

Thomas Bennett 1542-1565
John Baylie 1565-1598
Peter Wilkinson 1598-1599
Gilbert Dobbs 1599-1609
John Cooper 1609-1610
Peter Barker 1610-1630 Also, 1624-30, rector of

	Bromborough.

H
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Richard Runcorn 
Henry Hatton

Hugh Burches, B.A.

Robert Janny 
Robert Danson

Richard Smith 

George Hodson

George Smith, LL.B. 
Thomas Dawson 
Roger Jacson 
Robert Mosley Feilden 
Frederick Barker

Maxwell Shayre
John Hullett
John Gregson, M.A.
Offley Crewe, M.A.
Thomas Bell
John James Moss, M.A.
Johnston Hamilton

Acheson, M.A. 
Edward Ditcher Ward, M.A. 
George Elles Aickin, M.A.

Cecil Henry Druitt, D.D. 
Richard Henry Bellamy, B.A. 
Harry Leslie Crabb

1631-1647
1647-1670 A Presbyterian during Common 

wealth Period and evidently after
the Restoration. 

1670-1703 Rector of Woodchurch 1673-1703,
Also held curacy of Bidston
ante 1668.

1704-1722 Also vicar of Birkenhead. 
1722-1730 A Robert Denson was curate at

Wallasey, 1719-1720. 
1730-1737 Also curate and schoolmaster at

Woodchurch. 
1737-1757 Also curate at West Kirby, 1726-

1758. 
Also curate at Woodchurch.

Also rector of Bebington. 
Also rector of Bebington. 
Bishop of Sydney, metropolitan of 

Australia, later.

1759-1774 
1775-1777 
1778-1825 
1826-1831 
1832-1837

1838-1840 
1840-1841 
1842-1846
1846-1847
1847-1856 
1856-1862

1862-1873 
1873-1909
1909-1910 Principal of Ridley College, 

Melbourne, later.
1910-1911 Bishop of Adelaide, later.
1911-1935 
1935-

Because of the absence of Institutions to the living at the Diocesan Registry, 
there may be some inaccuracies in this list, but it will be found fairly complete.


