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Philip Grayson, Walking Roman Roads in Bowland. Lancaster. Centre for North 
West Regional Studies. 1992. v + 65. £4.95. ISBN 0 901800 02 3.

This archaeological monograph has an interesting subject, attractive 
appearance, a reasonable price, and a title and publishers' summary on the 
back cover which would encourage many people, be they Roman road 
enthusiast and/or hill walker, to purchase it. One has, however, to note the 
Latin tag - caveat emptor.

The title is a misnomer, not only because almost half the book is 
concerned with areas outside Bowland (and outside Lancashire) but also 
because walkers have no right of access to some of the sections of road. It is 
not good enough for the author to note (p. 8) that what he calls the Bowland 
road 'is usually accessible, though one should emphasise the need to ask 
appropriate permission'. In hill country, this is not as easy as he implies. 
Indeed, Grayson himself has apparently not walked the whole length 
discussed, presumably because of difficulties of access.

Grayson acknowledges his use of the early twentieth-century work of 
Percival Ross as a basis for the Bowland sections, and it is useful to have 
this material more easily available. However, it is a pity that Ross's 
alignments seem to have been accepted without query, for certain 
sections, notably that from just south of Marl Hill to Heaning (pp. 22-24), 
do raise serious doubts when investigated in the field. For example, the 
'rock-cut terracing', as part of a Roman alignment, is almost as 
unconvincing when checked out on the ground as it is in Grayson's 
photographs, which unfortunately lack clarity throughtout the book. His 
sketch maps are also substandard. The section on the more readily 
accessible road from Ingleton to Bainbridge is less suspect, but I was 
surprised that Grayson was unaware that this Roman road, well- 
documented as a cart road in medieval records, was utilised in the 
eighteenth century as part of the turnpike from Richmond to Lancaster 
(M. Hartley and J. Ingilby, Alexander Fothergill and the Richmond to Lancaster 
Turnpike Road (North Yorkshire County Record Office Publications, No. 
37, 1985). This probably accounts for his 'wheel ruts' (p. 57).

For both the Roman road enthusiast and the interested hill walker, this 
book has limitations. For the former, though, Philip Grayson's work will 
hopefully stimulate a more critical appraisal of Ross's suggested alignments in
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Bowland, and act as a catalyst for further detailed work on Roman roads in 
the North West.

Clitheroe M. C. Higham

The Letter Books of Sir William Brereton, ed. R. N. Dore. Two volumes. The 
Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, CXXHI and CXXVIII, 1984, 
1990. xvii + 533 pp.; xxviii + 658pp. ISBNs 0 902593 13 7; 0 902593 19 6.

These two volumes calendar four of the six (known) surviving letter books of Sir 
William Brereton, parliament's military commander in Cheshire for much of 
the civil war. and a crucial if controversial political figure in the north west and 
midlands during the 1640s. The calendar deals mosdy with the period from 
January 1645 until February 1646 although a list is provided of the few items in 
the volumes from outside this period. Three of the original volumes are in the 
British Library; the fourth, more recently discovered, is in private hands (with a 
copy in Cheshire County record office). Of the remaining volumes, one is in 
Birmingham Reference Library and covers die period after the fall of Chester 
when Brereton took his forces south to help mop up surviving royalist garrisons 
and troops in the midlands, while the other is a volume of miscellanea clearly 
compiled after the war but including material from the 1630s.

The purpose of the letter books is not clear. They were perhaps working 
volumes which enabled Brereton to carry his most important correspondence 
with him on campaign, but they were compiled by second rate clerks and 
included much trivia while omitting several important letters from the 
Committee of Both Kingdoms in London. Or Brereton could have been 
preparing for some private or semi-public memorials such as other civil war 
commanders compiled but his purchase of paper for the books at least as 
early as 1644 suggests a rather arrogant prescience of his subsequent 
importance. The later history of the volumes is as obscure as their purpose: 
one came to light only while Mr Dore's editing work was underway, and 
there may be more to come.

Whatever their original purpose the letter books are a superb source for 
military and political developments of the mid-1640s, and this handsome 
edition will make them available to a wide audience. The focal point is the 
long siege of the royalist stronghold of Chester, whose surrender in February 
1646 forms the climax. The seige involved the sometimes reluctant 
cooperation of a variety of parliamentarian forces in the north, the midlands 
and Wales and Mr Dore's summaries, supported by copious notes and 
references, provide a full account of this crucial struggle. The volumes are 
important not just for historians of the north west, but for all students of the 
civil war. Brereton was a pivotal political and military figure in the mid-1640s; 
his need to balance local military priorities with the broader strategies of 
parliament's war effort led to extensive politicking in Lancashire, 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Shropshire and North Wales, as well as 
Cheshire. In addition, backers and allies like William Ashurst, the MP for 
Newton le Willows, and John Bradshaw of Marple, watched over Brereton's 
interests in London.
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The editing reveals the prodigious scholarship of a lifetime's work on the 
civil war in the north west, informed by wide knowledge of both the 
seventeenth-century sources and of modern scholarship. Beside useful 
introductions to each volume and the notes to individual items, Mr Dore 
provides a brief but comprehensive account of Brereton's career and eighteen 
thorough Appendices. These bring together material on particular themes 
from the letter books and other contemporary material, and discuss them in 
the light of modern historiography. Issues covered range from the surrender 
of Chester, to the treatment of soldiers from Ireland, from the structure of 
parliament's national and local committees, to the Newcastle-under-Lyme 
recruiter election to the long parliament. There is inevitably some repetition, 
but this cross-referencing is invaluable for those approaching the letter books 
for a specific purpose.

We are offered a convincing picture of the parliamentarian war-effort as 
often muddled, plagued by local rivalries and conflicts over authority, money 
and status; yet often managing rough and ready cooperation when it mattered 
and in the end producing remarkable success. Brereton's cautious, but 
painstaking and deteremined leadership was important here of course, but 
decades of work on Sir William has not left Mr Dore starry-eyed about his 
qualities: Brunton and Pennington, he writes, 'credit Brereton with a 
moderation and evenhandedness which anyone who has gone through B.L.B. 
will know to be false'. Mr Dore is sceptical about Dr John MorrilTs picture of 
Brereton as a principled religious zealot, but even more critical of Professor 
Kenyon's coupling of him with men like Sir Anthony Weldon of Kent, as an 
opportunist plunderer.

These volumes suggest some revisions are necessary to the discussion of 
political and military developments in Chester and Cheshire provided by 
Morill and Dr Anthony Johnson. Mr Dore suggests that there was more 
ideological committment to royalism in Chester than they have suggested. 
The city's surrender followed three months of bombardment which left no 
house undamaged in its four central streets, yet no attempt was made to 
surrender until the very last minute. Neither military dominance, nor 
longstanding factional rivalries with Breteon, are sufficient explanations for 
this determination. In the county, Dore suggests that political alignments were 
more complex than Morrill argues, and offers some revisions to Morrill's 
account of parliamentarian administration.

If historians of Chester and Cheshire will find most useful information in 
these volumes, there is also much value for those interested in the north west 
in general, the midlands, Yorkshire and Wales. It will also be an essential 
reference tool for scholars concerned with the political and military 
relationships between the localities and the committees and politicians at 
Westminster. Although volume II offers seven pages of 'addenda and 
corrigenda' to volume I, most of this offers additional information and minor 
corrections - the fight near Malpas is misdated by one day, Captain 
Crathorne's forename was Thomas, not John and so on. Where I have used 
the originals the summaries seem entirely fair, and I have found only the 
occasional trivial error (Major John Hawkesworth instead of Joseph, volume 
I, page 24, for example).

The only real criticism of a magnificent achievement would be of the
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decision to use ugly abbreviations, not only in the calendar and notes but in 
the Introductions and Appendices as well. This was presumably to save space, 
but it must have meant more work for the editor and is certainly harder on 
the readers: Parl. is used for parliament, parliamentarian etc; coy for (military) 
company and so coys for more than one.

On the dust jacket we are told this is 'a prodigious feat of scholarship which 
will become an essential work of reference for every civil war historian'. Too 
often such claims are simply publishers' hype; in this case it is a pleasure to 
say this is the simple truth.

University of Manchester Ann Hughes

Mike Williams with D.A. Farnie, Cotton Mills of Greater Manchester. Preston. 
Carnegie Publishing. 1992. xii + 212pp., illustrated. ISBN 0 948789 69 7 
(hard); 0 948789 89 1 (soft).

The demise of the cotton industry in the north-west, well within the lifetime of 
many now living, has left a huge problematic legacy of mills which have 
outlived their original purpose and which often prove unsuitable for modern 
methods of manufacture. It has also changed public perception of the mills; 
few of us now work in them and they have passed from workaday life into 
that realm of the imagination occupied by abbeys and castles, great houses 
and emparked estates. The mills have become monuments.

This book, selected from the archive carefully and painstakingly built up 
over eight years by the Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit and the 
Royal Commission on Historical Monuments, is a record of these monuments 
in Greater Manchester. It is, however, far more than a guide book or a 
gazetteer.

The historical tone is immediately set by an introduction which offers a 
brief chronological account of the development of processes in the mills vital 
to the understanding of changes in mill construction and use that are to 
follow. The second chapter takes the reader outside the mills themselves to 
examine their context. Packed with factual information and, as through the 
whole book, richly illustrated with highly relevant photographs, drawings and 
pictures, this provides a key to the understanding of the mills themselves. 
Douglas Farnie charts not just the rise and fall of the industry in Greater 
Manchester but, within it, records and explains the financial, technological, 
marketing and labour currents and eddies that swept first one district then 
another into the forefront of mill development only to leave them high and 
dry when the tides turned. He makes it possible for everyone in the region to 
understand when, how and why his or her town or village took its place in the 
great expansion and disastrous decline that was the story of the cotton factory 
system.

The core of the book is, of course, the bringing together by Mike Williams 
of the detailed accounts of surviving mills, laid out in four chapters each of 
which covers a distinctive phase - early spinning milk, the adoption of the 
power loom, the later nineteenth century and the final decades of building in 
the early twentieth century. Once again these chapters set the mills in context
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so that we do not just see but understand the technology that lay behind the 
development of the fireproof mill, the changes in power from water to steam, 
to increasing sophistication in steam then to electricity, the changes in drives, 
shafting and belting, the differences between ring and mule spinning rooms 
and mills, the arrival of the power looms and their distinctive buildings. 
Technical descriptions of architecture and machinery are clear and easy to 
follow and are supplemented by plans and illustrations which make their 
points well and with elegance. These chapters are not only full and detailed as 
descriptions of the mills examined but provide a useful set of measures when 
looking at mills elsewhere.

There follows an inventory of thirty-nine selected mills, excellent case 
studies from across the region, and the book closes with a gazetteer of the 
mills that still survived in 1985 6.

Clearly this work will become the standard account of the Greater 
Manchester mills, researched and written when there was little time left 
before the developers and the planners scythed away great swathes of vital 
evidence. Indeed, in one respect the work was far too late. In the chapter that 
discusses the early mills there are no examples of mills using water power or 
water and steam power and neither reference to nor examples of the carding 
and jenny mills that preceded water power since virtually nothing survived in 
Greater Manchester to be recorded. Perhaps the authors could, exceptionally, 
have glanced outside Greater Manchester to show one or two examples of 
those early phases so that we could see the humbler origins of the great mills 
that are here explored and explained with such clarity and style.

University of Manchester J. H. Smith

Popular politics, riot and labour: essays in Liverpool History, 1790 1940, ed. John 
Belchem. Liverpool. Liverpool University Press. 1992. xxii + 257pp. £11.75. 
ISBN 085323 427 2.

Liverpool's development has attracted a good deal of academic interest in 
recent years. Works by Philip Waller and Frank Neal, among others, have 
highlighted the peculiar patterns and sectarian tensions there, while historical 
geographers similarly have made important contributions to understanding 
the unique characteristics of Liverpool. This volume of collected original 
essays skilfully edited by John Belchem adds further important dimensions to 
the growing interest in the region. W'hile each contribution examines local 
circumstances, the authors place their individual themes in the context of 
events elsewhere and the current hypotheses of scholars. In some instances 
they confirm suspicions of Liverpool's exceptional character but in others 
demonstrate that its development did not differ markedly from Manchester 
and such places. The volume is the outcome of the labours of a working 
group which sought to investigate aspects of Liverpool history in the first half 
of the nineteenth century. Subsequently, additional contributions were added 
to give the final product a wider chronological stretch. However, the initial 
focus of the group remains at the heart of the book. Its strength lies in the 
early and mid Victorian era. Perhaps the common theme running through
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the collection is geographical rather than strictly thematic, though the editor's 
capable introduction certainly teases out the various strands of the essays. The 
one link between the majority of the pieces is the impact of sectarian issues in 
Liverpudlian affairs.

Overall the volume follows a chronological motif in its organization. In the 
first article Michael Power sets the scene with a useful description of the 
growth and characteristics of the city. His contribution is then followed by 
three essays which assess politics and communal relations between 1815 and 
1860. Kevin Moore examines some of the ramifications of party allegiances in 
the Chartist age, John Belchem analyses the turbulance in local politics in 
1848, and Anne Bryson (in a chronologically wider investigation) explores the 
changing pattern of riots between 1815 and 1860. Her treatment and the 
methodology she employs will be welcomed by scholars concerned with the 
questions of rioting and policing across the country. Implicit in her argument 
is that the management of riot control depended on the capacity of police and 
local political leadership. As she shows, neither local officials nor central 
goverment ever lost their concern about popular disturbances during the 
period. Whereas the three articles just mentioned give ample attention to the 
religious element, the next, by Eric Taplin on the New Unionism in the early 
1870s, virtually ignores that aspect. His treatment is enlightening and will 
interest labour historians, but it fits rather uneasily in the collection. After this 
short diversion Norman Murdock once again returns to the theme of religious 
discord in an assessment of the role of the Salvation Army and its impact in 
generating local disturbances between 1879 and 1887. He argues that Irish 
rejection of the Salvation Army was decisive in altering its mission to the 
working classes. No doubt the point merits further discussion. His case might 
have benefited from closer study of the intriguing article by Stuart Mews 
published as long ago as 1988. Then in a lengthy chapter John Bohstedt looks 
at the notorious sectarian riots of the Edwardian age. He certainly adds useful 
details to the story and offers the best short account of the troubles. He is less 
convincing in accounting for why that particular period should have been 
more riot-prone than earlier or later years, and on careful examination 
readers will notice that his arguments are at times internally contradictory. 
Sam Davies concludes, giving the religious question another twist in his 
survey of the Labour party and women in the inter-war years. Again, this 
piece is a fine introduction to the subject and will prove invaluable to lecturers 
and students. In an appendix Alan Little provides a list of subscribers to the 
National Land Company in 1847-8. This is a distinctly odd contribution it 
might appropriately have made a short article and the placement at the 
close of the volume is very strange indeed.

Local historians will find that this volume offers a mine of information, a 
book which enlarges the taste for Liverpool life. At the same time historians of 
other localities or of national events will discover much that is essential to an 
understanding of developments elsewhere. Withour doubt this collection will 
further stimulate interest in Liverpool and its hinterland and deserves to be 
placed alongside the tomes of Waller and Neal.

University of North London and Alan O'Day 
Concordia University, Montreal
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Michael \V. Royden, Pioneers and perseverance: a history of the Royal School for the 
Blind, Liverpool, 1791-1991. Countyvise Ltd. in association with the Royal 
School for the Blind, Liverpool. 1991. x + 320 pp. £6.95. ISBN 0 907768 39'3.

A history of a blind school is not the sort of book many of us would reach for 
from the shelves, but in this case, that would be a pity. It is an attractive, 
readable book, full of interesting things and well illustrated, which places the 
story of Liverpool's School for the Blind firmly in its wider contexts of the 
treatment of the blind and the history of Liverpool itself.

The first thing to note is that Liverpool was a pioneer in the treatment and 
education of the blind. That same group of highly educated, public-spirited 
men clergymen, doctors, and merchants who formed clubs and societies 
in the late eighteenth century and made Liverpool one of the centres of 
provincial intellectual life are to be found supporting the establishment of a 
school for the blind in the city in 1791, the oldest school of its kind in the 
world. It is significant that the title 'school' was chosen instead of 'asylum', 
with the intention that the pupils 'should be instructed in some useful art or 
trade, by which they might be enabled to procure for themselves a 
comfortable livelihood' (p. 88). If possible, however, their blindness was 
treated, and they were well cared for by 'the small group of medical 
gentlemen serving on the Committee during the first 25 years or so of the 
School's history', who were 'some of the most eminent men in Liverpool's 
history, let alone that of the Blind School' (p. 97).

When the railway came to Lime Street the school and its chapel, which 
played a major role in the religious worship of the town, moved to the corner 
of Hardman Street and Hope Street; the chapel was actually moved stone by 
stone and re-erected there, while the school had a new building, completed in 
July 1851. The second half of the nineteenth century brought financial and 
educational problems, as schools began to open in other large towns, as the 
wealthier merchants no longer resided in Liverpool, and as a Royal 
Commission and Education Acts led to a raising of required standards in 
accommodation, education, and equipment in schools for the blind. That 
resulted in the provision of a separate building for juniors at Wavertree in 
1898. The Hardman Street building was used until 1958, when it was sold to 
Liverpool corporation and took on a new lease of life as the city's police 
headquarters.

It is instructive to note how an institution which was a pioneer in its early 
days became old-fashioned nearly two centuries later: for example, in rules for 
running the school and in the trades being taught, which had remained pretty 
much the same throughout. That was partly because staff tended to stay for 
long periods, which was both a strength and a weakness. The evidence of 
brutality shown to pupils by some staff (including headmasters) in this century 
is disturbing, and indicates the vulnerability of the children in their care.

This book mixes social, educational, and local history in a most interesting 
way. It will help to inform readers on such matters as whether blind and 
partially-sighted and other disabled children should be 'integrated' into 
ordinary schools or not. The history of the chapel is a fascinating architectural 
and social story in its own right, and the discovery by the author of the lost 
columns, in segments, makes a nice epilogue. It is very useful to have an
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appendix on the school archives and, indeed, the school's bursar is to be 
congratulated on having ensured their survival.

My niggles about the book are few. It is, I think, too long: it seems to get 
more pedestrian and becomes too much a chronological blow-by-blow 
account towards the end, as though the writer were running out of steam. 
Some of the illustrations are very dark. But for a mere £6.95 for 320 pages, 
how can one complain? And if you buy it, the Liverpool Royal School for the 
Blind will benefit.

University of Liverpool SybnaHanop

Adrian Jarvis, Liverpool Central Docks, 1799-1905, An Illustrated History. Stroud. 
Alan Sutton, for National Museums & Galleries on Merseyside. 1991. xi + 
260pp. £14.99. ISBN 0 86299 783 6.

In comparison with most of its rivals in Britain, the historiography of the port 
of Liverpool is remarkably full, with good scholarly accounts of the work of 
the early dock engineers by Henry Peet and Stanley A. Harris in the 1930s 
(on Thomas Steers and Henry Berry respectively, in T. H. S. L. C. vols 82 and 
89), as well as many good standard works. Nancy Ritchie-Noakes added to 
this corpus with distinction in 1984 with Liverpool's Historic Waterfront, 
published with the support of the Royal Commission on the Historic 
Monuments of England. Adrian Jarvis acknowledges the wealth of this 
previous literature, but excuses himself for adding to it on the grounds of his 
investigation of the rich archival sources which have made it possible to 
reconstruct a much fuller account of the social and political background to 
the development of the Central Docks in the nineteenth century than 
anything that has been attempted before. This book fully justifies the attempt. 

Jarvis, who has a ready eye for useful images, says that: "A port is rather like 
a bottle-neck on a river flowing with money" (p. 17), except that the river 
flows both ways so that the port is doubly enriched by the traffic that passes 
through it. Liverpool certainly thrived mightily on such two-way traffic in the 
nineteenth century, and the merchants of the city had the good sense to look 
after the goose that was laying their golden eggs by financing an almost 
continuous programme of dock development. This had begun around the 
original Pier Head at Georges Basin and had been extended first to the south 
and then to the north along the Mersey waterfront. This latter development 
to the north subsequently became the "Central Docks" because of the 
construction of the docks further to the north which still provide one of the 
largest and best equipped port facilities in the world. The South Docks, which 
were the core of Ritchie-Noakes' study, have meanwhile become almost 
completely obsolete and largely destroyed, and the Central Docks have 
declined greatly in importance. But these monuments to the dynamic growth 
of the port of Liverpool in the nineteenth century richly deserve historical 
study, and this latest contribution is very welcome.

The strength and weakness of Jarvis's study lies in his sources. His close 
perusal of the papers of the Liverpool Corporation and, after 1857, the 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, provides much fascinating detail about
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the conduct of the business and the ways in which the dock engineers worked. 
Amongst the engineers, Jesse Hartley towers above both his predecessors and 
those who followed him, and although Jarvis clearly dislikes the idea of heroic 
figures he finds it difficult to resist Hartley's heroic stature as it arises from the 
records. On the other hand, the sources have certain disadvantages. For one 
thing, they give an element of seediness to the operations of the principal 
actors, because they are at their best in disclosing methods of work where they 
are concerned with abuses, which always receive a disproportionate amount 
of space in the proceedings of institutions. Such a case was the career of John 
Lynch who, as timekeeper in the Engineer's Department, made a handsome 
profit in the 1890s by pocketing the pay for fictious employees, and the 
treatment of his conduct reveals some of the less savoury aspects of the 
Harbour Road. Likewise, the enquiries of Harold Lirdedale, a member of the 
Board who saw it as his duty to draw attention to irregularities, was a fertile 
source of information about some of the darker and more trivial sides of its 
activities. Jarvis is aware of this distortion but does not seek to avoid it. The 
fact that he calls his long and determinitive second chapter "Fingers in the 
Till" indicates his readiness to make the most of such eveidence, and even 
though he praises the comparatively generous treatment of its employees by 
the board, it is the impression of shabbiness which prevails.

The sources also limit the scope of the study, so that apart from a brief 
excursion to consider the rival docks at Birkenhead, Jarvis rarely raises his 
sights to treat the wider implications of the development of Liverpool in a 
national context. What he does do is to draw out an extended discussion of the 
evolution of business ethics in the nineteenth century which, although 
interesting in itself, fits uneasily within the framework of his study. He also has 
an uncomfortable penchant for faction, permitting himself a long-winded 
speculation about what the Cornish fishing port of Mousehole would be like if 
it had been Liverpool in the late eighteenth century (p.7); and,towards the end 
of the book, a complete chapter (chapter eight) is devoted to a speculative "A 
Day in the life of a Dock". While one must acknowledge the illustrative value 
of such exercises, they are out of place in a scholarly study. Which is a pity, 
because in other respects this deserves to be considered as a scholarly piece of 
work, and fills out in a most valuable manner our knowledge of the port in the 
nineteenth century.

University of Bath R. Angus Buchanan

Windermere in the Nineteenth Century, ed. Oliver M. Westall. Lancaster Centre for 
North-West Regional Studies, Occasional Paper No. 20. Revised edition. 
1991. 62 pp. £4.95 ISBN 0 901272 88 4.

Following a successful first edition published in 1976, this short book has been 
re-issued with the three original essays revised and a fourth added. It is 
attractively priced, nicely produced, beautifully illustrated, and thereby clearly 
intended to appeal to the non-specialist reader. For this purpose a map might 
have been useful. 

J. D. Marshall outlines rural society and change in the Windermere area in
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the century before the railway. An area which had seen a substantial earlier 
increase in yeoman wealth, Windermere had by 1750-1850 relatively few 
gentry and a fairly wide distribution of property and landownership, though 
of course not all small yeomen had prospered and poverty was not rare. An 
expansion of livestock fattening lay behind the "innocent republic" of 
Wordsworth's small farmers, a process of improvement of farmhouses and 
buildings behind the engravings of local artist, William Green. But industry 
and commerce were stirring long before the railway; charcoal, bar iron, and 
slate. Though in a gentle process befitting the area, the small yeoman 
declined, so the 'labourer' appeared in the parish registers by the late 
eighteenth century, and by 1810-20 six or ten per cent of Ambleside burials 
were of paupers. Out-migration was already present, the influx of "gentle 
vistors" already apparent. It was into a world stirring in response ot outside 
forces, yet still in many ways isolated, that the new "gentry tourists" and 
"gentle' settlers came. Marshall's characteristically elegant and effortless prose 
masks a wealth of specialist knowledge with a slightly old-fashioned style.

In his essay on the tourist trade in the railway age, John Walton tells a very 
different story from Blackpool. Windermere was fashionable for the vistor of 
'quality' well before the railway, and proposals for a branch line raised 
tensions between those who wished to keep its pleasures exclusive and those 
who wished to encourage a day-excursion trade. Yet somehow these tensions 
never amounted to much. In tranquil, lakeland fashion the railway company 
compromised, leaving its line suspended at the present terminus rather than 
driving it to the lakeshore, and the day trippers, almost entirely of the 'better 
sort', gave little trouble. Perhaps the most violent act in the story was when 
two sons of a local J.P. sank a yacht and attempted to blow up a hoarding 
advertising Beacham's pills. Controversy continued to simmer into the early 
twentieth century, but the extent to which it was based on alternative visions 
of exclusivity vs. mass tourism had become ambiguous. An important threat 
to amenity was sewage presumably, sewage of the 'better sort', since 
resident holidaymakers were almost exclusively middle or upper class. The 
coming of the seaplane in 1911-12 could not be stopped. And the motor car 
was blurring the distinction between the tripper, the tourist, and the resident 
holidaymaker.

In the new essay Micheal Dowthwaite, extending some of the themes 
introduced by Walton, examines the Lake District Defence Association, a 
breakaway from the English Lake District Association when the latter 
acquiesced to a proposal for a railway from Braithwaite to Buttermere in 
1883. This essay fits a little uneasily with the rest, since its focus is on wider 
lakeland, rather than Windermere itself. It is much more concerned with 
'high polities', with pressure groups and national campaigns, than the other 
essays. Whilst it shows usefully how a small pressure group of nationally 
important offcomers could campaign almost independently of local support, it 
does not really give the same 'social history of the lakeside' that we find in the 
other contributions.

Oliver Westall examines "offcomer society", the wealthy residents of the 
late Victorian and Edwardian years - the Crossleys of Manchester and 
Halifax, the Forwoods of Liverpool, the Schneiders of Furness, the Storeys of 
Lancaster. For such business, the railway allowed a week-end retreat in an
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area where purchase of small estates for villas or mansions was relatively easy. 
By 1890 the suburbs of the great industrial towns, which earlier had provided 
"an illusion of rural life . . . and the catchet of social exclusiveness", were 
being undermined by the hideous appearance of the lower middle class. As 
with the midwestern pioneer farmer, it was time to move on. At the same 
time, Windermere was an "intermediate station" in a process whereby family 
control of the business gave way to joint stock organisation and patrician ties 
with the industrial towns were gradually relaxed. "Families were able to 
spread their withdrawal . . . over a generation, so that their loyalties changed 
imperceptibly". Topography kept the offcomer resident isolated from the 
holiday trade, and the Royal Windermere Yacht Club added social seclusion 
to physical. This essay should be far more widely cited in the literature on 
British economic decline than has been the case so far.

This slim volume hits a very pleasant medium. Accessible to the non- 
specialist, it can be read with profit and enjoyment by the specialist.

University of Manchester A. J. Marrison

Bill Alexander, The Rebel Apprentice. London. Excaliber Press. 1990. 96pp. 
£3.95. ISBN 1 872080 99 5.

Apprentices have not recieved the attention they deserve from social and 
labour historians. Edwardian social scientists, economists, youth leaders and 
even clergymen wrote extensively on the working conditions, leisure interests 
and aspirations of boy apprentices and this interest was carried over into the 
interwar years. In 1925-6, the Ministry of Labour undertook a massive survey 
of apprenticeship training in Great Britain and Northern Ireland. By the 
1930s, the trade apprentice had gained national recognition: first, in Walter 
Greenwood's bestselling novel Love on the Dole (1933), later adapted into a 
successful film and stageplay, which traces the rites of passage of Harry 
Hardcastle, an engineering apprentice in the north of England, during the 
Depression years of the 1930s and, second, as the orchestrator of a series of 
strikes affecting engineering and shipbuilding firms in Scotland and England 
during 1937. Over thirty years before university students in Britain were 
depicted as the first generation in revolt thousands of apprentices in their late 
teens were out on strike, their leaders were being interviewed by journalists 
for local and national newspapers and at mass meetings held outside factories 
and on heathland within major cities apprentices were constructing a 
campaign for a 3 shillings wage rise and holidays with pay. In Manchester 
and Salford, over 13,000 boy apprentices, with some support from girl wage- 
earners, were involved; on Clydeside, over 17,000. Because there was a 
labour shortage in the late 1930s the apprentices were able to secure a wage 
rise within four weeks. Clearly, therefore, the apprentice was an important 
voice at the workplace and a much popularised figure by the 1930s.

The apprentices whose lives are depicted in Bill Alexander's memoir are the 
next generation on from the victorious strikers of the 1930s. They are 
distinctly unrebellious in comparison. The author gains recognition from his 
peers as "The Rebel Apprentice" for merely refusing to sweep the floor of his
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boss's office, a task considered demeaning to an apprentice with two year's 
service. After registering his protest by walking out one afternoon he dutifully 
returns to work the next morning. The employer tacitly acknowledges his 
mistake and a new apprentice is given the sweeping brush. The apprentices in 
this volume, lads who served their time as electricians in Liverpool between 
1945 and 1950, are not at all distinct from their elders. They play cards 
during lunch breaks with men in their fifties, drink pints of tea from huge 
mugs and, like their older workmates, swear a great deal. According to the 
author, the apprentices are never happier than when suspended high up a 
ladder wiring business premises or discussing the electrical currents that ran 
through the wires. We learn little about the apprentices' lives outside work 
other than the cycling trips the author undertakes at weekends. In comparison 
with Robert Roberts' dance-crazed and amoral peers who feature in The 
Classic Slum: Salford Life In The First Quarter Of The Century (1971), and A Ragged 
Schooling: Growing Up In The Classic Slum (1976) Alexander's apprenticeship 
seems to have been a period of cultural deprivation. There is no mention of 
books or other reading matter, which is surprising given that apprentices in 
other cities regarded themselves as the intellectual elite among teenage wage- 
earners. We learn nothing about the apprentice's views on education, politics, 
girls, marriage, or their employers. We are given glimpses of the apprentice's 
self-image and lifestyle. They were undoubtedly fashion conscious, even at the 
workplace. Alexander had friends who would turn up for work in suits and 
wearing ties. Music was important to apprentices. One Christmas, during a 
bout of bad weather, Alexander and friends took their records, record players 
and radios to work. That is as much as we learn about the role of music in the 
Liverpool apprentice's life. Disappointingly, we are not given any information 
on the music stars of the day in a city that ten years later was the musical 
capital of Britain.

This is a book that has a promising title, a fascinating subject and a 
poignant setting. Its author, however, has produced an essentially dull work 
full of superfluous reportage and technical detail.

The Queen's University Of Belfast David Fowler

Education on Merseyside: a guide to the sources, ed. Margaret Procter. Merseyside 
Archives Liaison Group. 1992. xiv + 305pp. £8.25 + £2.20 postage from 
M.A.L.G., Merseyside Record Office, 4th Floor, Cunard Building, Pier 
Head, Liverpool, L3 1EG. ISBN 0 9517321 10.

Some thirty years ago I was a student writing a thesis on Lancashire 
educational history. I tramped round various libraries, riffled grubby card 
catalogues, wrote (not hopefully) to clergymen for vanished records. It was all 
rather hit and miss; the bus ticket rather than the database was the research 
tool. How I would then have welcomed this publication which shows just how 
more organized is the gathering, listing, and publicizing of records in the 
Merseyside area.

This is an excellent compilation. It lists in detail the education history 
archives of the region. They include the local authority collections of
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Knowsley Central Library, the Liverpool City Record Office, the Merseyside 
Record Office, Sefton, St Helens and the Wirral. There is an immensely full, 
eighty-two-page catalogue of the Liverpool University archives, those of the 
former polytechnic, and various schools and colleges still holding their own 
collections. Inevitably the relevant Merseyside documents in the Lancashire 
and Cheshire county record offices are included. There are also useful brief 
bibliographies of published materials to lead the researcher into the subject.

The editors have grasped the nettle of how far to list Merseyside materials 
outside the region. Accordingly they sensibly list the appropriate classification 
numbers in the Public Record Office without going into piece numbers which 
would have made their list impossibly long. This is surely right. Outside 
Merseyside it must be rigorously exclusive. One cannot reasonably complain, 
for example, that it omits some papers relating to Joseph Lancaster's visit to 
Liverpool now in the Friends' Library, Euston Road, London. One set of 
documents of P.R.O. status which would have merited noting are the papers 
of Brougham's Charity Commissioners who investigated the region in the 
1820s and 1830s. They used to be in the P.R.O. but are now, I understand, 
returned to the Commission.

This will be welcomed as an invaluable research aid for educational 
historians of this especially important and interesting region.

University of East Anglia Michael Sanderson


