
A GOOD FORTUNE AND A GOOD WIFE : THE MARRIAGE 
OF CHRISTOPHER HASELL OF LIVERPOOL, 

MERCHANT, 1765

E.M. Schofield, B.A. and MM. Schofield, M.A.

Christopher Hasell (1739-1773) was the third son of 
Edward Hasell (1698 1781), esquire of Dalemain near Pen- 
rith, a family established there since 1679. Williams (1736  
1786), the eldest son, in the 1760s lived near Dalemain and 
doubtless shared in the management of the estate as heir 
apparent. Edward (1737 1794), the second son, was usually 
referred to by Christopher as Ned, and was a merchant in 
Rotterdam in the firm of Gale and Hasell. His partner till 
1768, residing in London, was Robert Gale, one of a family 
of important Whitehaven merchants. 1 The fourth son, John 
(1740 1780), usually referred to as Jack, went to sea and 
eventually became a ship's captain for a short time in the 
service of the East India Company. 2 Christopher was settled 
in Liverpool by 1759, apprenticed for a consideration of 110 
guineas, a moderate figure. When he applied to become a 
freeman of Liverpool in 1762, he was described as 
'gentleman', seeking to purchase his freedom 'having served 
five years under indentures to Mr. Alderman [John] 
Blackburne', an important Liverpool merchant, and Mayor 
in 1760. Christopher was sworn in as freeman on 22 April 
1763, described as 'merchant'. 3 The Dalemain Archives 
contain two Letter Books in which Christopher copied his 
important letters. 4 Some are purely business letters, for 
instance those to London correspondents. Others are 
mainly personal, and those in 1764 1765 to his mother, 
Julia, daughter of Sir Christopher Musgrave, 5th baronet, of 
Edenhall near Penrith, tell the story of how Christopher got 
married. Christopher addressed his mother as 'Honoured
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Madame', but there are only two, or possibly three, letters 
to his father, addressed as 'Honoured Sir'. He signs usually: 
'I remain, with great esteem, dear Madame, yours', and 
occasionally, instead of'yours', 'your affectionate son'.

When Christopher began operating as a merchant in 
Liverpool, he received £1,000 from his father. On 15 Feb 
ruary 1764 he sent to his mother a formal receipt for his 
father dated 2 February 1762, 5 in which he acknowledged 
that he had received this money 'upon my beginning 
business, as part of my intended fortune', and that this was 
to be taken into account in future, whenever his father's will 
should be proved. But in 1763 when the surviving letter 
copies begin, Christopher was concerned about shortage of 
capital. On 13 May 1763 he thanked his brother Ned for 
permission to draw on his firm of Gale and Hasell in London 
for up to £300, presumably as a loan. This does not seem to 
have been enough, and on 18 May he wrote to John Nelson, 
steward at Dalemain, that he hoped to get £500 from his 
parents at the end of July: '[I] find my capital is too small to 
push business as I could wish . . . [With the £500] hope then 
I shall be able to get a genteel livelihood in trade'. On 6 
August 1763 he wrote to his father with appropriate thanks 
for the loan of £500 for five years 1763 to 1768, on which he 
was to pay interest at the rate of 4.25 per cent per annum. 
On 7 August 1763 he wrote to his mother that 'my affairs 
are in a good way', and that he could draw on Gale and 
Hasell up to £600 'if I should want it at any time'.

But the effects of the ending of the Seven Years War in 
February 1763 changed his situation. In view of the evi 
dence of the Letter Books, and his surviving accounts, it 
seems likely that all Christopher's investments in trade 
were then in the slave trade. Certainly his fifteen part- 
ownerships in Liverpool vessels between 1762 and 1772, as 
recorded in the Liverpool Plantation Registers, were all in 
slave traders except one, and that one as late as 1769, lost in 
1770 and not replaced.6 During the war, the risks of capture 
by enemy privateers at any point on the triangular voyage 
reduced the number of sailings of slavers, but increased the 
likelihood of profits for a successful voyage. The peace 
allowed the possibility of increased sailings to Africa to end 
the shortages of slaves particularly in the West Indies, but 
thereby reduced the prices of slaves delivered, because of 
increased numbers. On 27 December 1763 and again on 15 
February 1764, Christopher reported to his mother that 
many Liverpool merchants were going bankrupt, and on 18
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August 1764 that he expected bad voyages for two slavers in 
which he had invested. He went on:

As for trade it is in a very bad way, for I can't see any one branch in 
trade there is anything to be got by it, and happy are they that has 
nothing to do with it. So that I am now going to try to get a good fortune 
and a good wife, for I am quite tired of living as I am obliged to do at 
present. And [I] have a great regard for the lady you mentioned to me 
in one of your letters and I daresay she will have a very good fortune 
from first to last, but I beg you would not mention it to anybody. And as 
I have always had great confidence in you, must beg that you would 
give me a hint - in case I should get a lady agreeable to all sides - what 
you think my Father would give me, as I should then be entirely settled 
for life and I heartily wish to be so. . . And should be vastly obliged to 
you for the balance of my account if it is convenient, for I must confess I 
never was so poor in all my life . . .

The 'balance of the account', suddenly referred to, was for 
wine, sugar, and bottles, shipped from Liverpool in March 
and June by Christopher on orders from Dalemain. There is 
an entry of 11 September in a Cash Book there, of payment 
to Christopher of £50 9s. 2'/2d., 'for wine and other things.' 7 

His mother's reply to the letter of 18 August was not 
precise enough for Christopher and he wrote again on 6 
September, still without giving the name of the lady of his 
choice:

You mention I shall find £500 left me in my father's will, that is, I 
suppose, £500 more than I have received, and that at his death the 
interest I pay now will be void. That is upon the whole I shall receive 
£2,000 from first to last; but should be vastly obliged to you if you 
would clear this point up, as I think now there is not much fear of the 
lady, if it does not fail either of the one side or the other on this 
account. But [I] must beg you to say nothing of this at present, . . . that 
in case it should come to the point, which I have reason to believe from 
the encouragement I have, [it will]. But it will be very hard upon a 
married man if it should be so, to pay interest for one half of his 
fortune. But [I] am in hopes . . . that you might persuade my Father to 
give me £500 on my marriage clear, I paying interest for the £500 I have 
[already] received during his pleasure; and must beg your secrecy and 
candid advice in this affair, as perhaps so good an opportunity may 
never happen again.

The reply was only partially satisfactory, for on 20 
September Christopher wrote again to his mother, but this 
time naming the lady:

You may be assured that I shall never marry any lady without it is 
agreeable to my parents ... I have neither any right, nor do I desire 
upon any account, to have any more than the rest of my brothers and
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sisters, but I always understood that we were to have two thousand 
pound apiece.8 . . . The name of the lady is Goad and her Father was 
formerly a captain of a ship, but has left off sea some years and is now 
concerned a good deal in trade and bears a very good character. I 
suppose him to be worth four or five thousand pound at least, and she 
is an only child, and I don't think there is any fear of his marrying 
again, as his wife has been dead almost sixteen years. And as for his 
being a captain of a ship formerly, I don't think it would be any 
disadvantage to me as a merchant, for all the chief of the merchants of 
this town have been captains of ships and so made their fortunes and 
then turned merchant. But if you should see Doctor Wilson or his lady 
they can give you a full account as they were at Mr. Goad's this 
summer for some time.

John Goad had been between 1737 and 1754 master of 
several vessels sailing from Liverpool, mostly in the Virginia 
trade, but curiously enough was never a freeman of 
Liverpool. Between 1752, the date when he was first men 
tioned as part-owner in the Liverpool Plantation Registers, 
and 1764, he had shares in eight Liverpool slaving vessels, 
and in one small West India trader. In none of these was 
Christopher a part-owner.9 John Goad's wife, Isobel, was 
buried at Lancaster Priory on 3 February 1741, and her only 
child Elizabeth was baptised on 31 August 1738 at St. 
Nicholas church, Liverpool. The Goad family was one of 
several of that name in the Furness district of Lancashire, 
and the limited evidence from parish registers and wills 
suggests that John Goad came from a yeoman family of 
small family estate, together with some of the men going to 
sea or connected with sea-going trades. John's father and 
grandfather, both named William, were husbandmen in 
Roosebeck, in Aldingham parish near Cartmel. His father in 
1698 married into the rising Cartmel family of the Machells 
of Aynsome, ironmasters and later landed gentry; but when 
he died in 1710 the inventory of his personal goods was 
worth only £54. He left his five under-age children to be 
brought up by his wife, and after she died by his father-in- 
law, James Machell. The boys appear to have been put to 
the sea, James the eldest and John as mariners, William and 
Richard as ship carpenters, though both later became 
mariners. They appear to have moved from Roosebeck to 
the next parish of Cartmel; perhaps the Machells sold the 
Roosebeck lands to provide for the children. The wills of 
James, John and Richard show considerable success in 
acquiring both money and land. 10 Dr. Wilson is named as 
Daniel later in Christopher's letters, and was a son of Daniel 
Wilson, esquire, of Dallam Tower, near Milnthorpe, West-
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morland. After being a Fellow of Trinity College, Cam 
bridge, he was from 1753 to 1762 Vicar of Beetharn, in 
which parish Dallam Tower lies. For some reason he then 
retired and went to live in Lancaster, and no connection 
with the Hasells has been traced but there is a suggestion of 
connections with the Goad family's parish of Cartmel."

The description of Mr. Goad, perhaps with the rein 
forcement of favourable comment from Dr. Wilson, appar 
ently satisfied Mrs. Hasell, and she seems to have urged 
Christopher to bring matters to a decision, by a formal 
request to Mr. Goad for his daughter's hand. He replied on 
6 October 1764, 12 in a very long letter.

As you advised me to know my fate, I ... have now to relate the whole 
affair to you, and must beg and pray of you to do the best you can for 
me in this affair, as in all human probability I never shall have such an 
opportunity of so good a lady and so good a fortune from first to last. 
But as I am a poor man, that was the greatest difficulty I have to 
surmount, and as I had good intelligence of his intentions [no doubt 
from Miss Goad], I made so bold as to tell him I was worth fifteen 
hundred pounds, as I had so great an opinion of your kindness to me, in 
speaking a good word to my Father on my account. [I] daresay if the 
match can be made agreeable with you, and [I] would get the interest of 
the five hundred pounds taken off - and I almost think with your 
interest to my Father you would get me a little more - as at this time I 
am either in the way of great preferment, or rather dishonour as we 
have gone so far. As to the lady she has no objection, and as to the 
particulars you have as follows, as I had them originally from Mr. Goad 
himself, which was this: 'Sir', says he, 'I have given my daughter a very- 
genteel education, and as to her fortune I shall make it agreeable at 
least to yours, as I have no objection to neither your family nor you. But 
as I do intend to give my daughter a very handsome fortune, [I] should 
expect if she intends to marry, to have something equivalent to it.' So I 
told him as above how I stood, and he made me for answer that he 
would give his daughter as much down or more, but that he could not 
see how we could get a living out of it, and that neither me nor his 
daughter would choose to live worse than we did. And as to himself, he 
said he could not expect to give up the whole what he was worth; but he 
was so good to show me by his book that he was worth near five 
thousand pounds, which I think there is no fear of [not] getting from 
first to last. If it is agreeable to my friends therefore, dear Madame, if 
anything can be done now, if ever so little, it will be restored to me a 
hundred per cent, as Mr. Goad is inclined at least if not more, to give 
me equal to what I have, so that it is obliging me greatly, as it is putting 
it out of his power in case he should marry again or anything of that 
sort, which there is I think little fear of. And as he was a little surprised 
as he had not been long at home, he said, after what I had related to 
you before, that he should consult Mr. Welch, about which I was glad 
to hear, as I am of opinion that he will do all he can for us.

And as it stands now, [this] left one particular point - [I] should be 
very much obliged to you to do what you can for me, as I look upon this 
affair either to make me the happiest of men if it succeeds [sic].
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Therefore [I] must again and again beg of you to get my Father to do 
for me what he can. As you advise me not to say much on that subject 
to him, but to hint if it is agreeable to him for me to be married, [I] 
should be glad of his further assistance in trade if it is agreeable, 
therefore I send you a copy of the letter which I have wrote him, which I 
beg, if you think it won't be agreeable, that you would destroy it; and 
must beg of your answer as soon as possible lest it should be thought I 
have not wrote to you. And [IJ should be particular glad to know what 
you would give me leave to expect in regard to fortune, as I have a 
particular regard for the lady. And as to the old gentleman. I am very 
sure he will not waste any of the money that he keeps, but rather add to 
it, which makes me a good deal less concerned what he chooses to give 
now. But the more it is agreeable to my Father to give so much, the 
better for us, and it is the last time I ever desire to ask. [I] shall quietly 
submit with the greatest pleasure that the nature of the case will admit 
of, ... and must beg of you to do all you can for me in this affair, as 
your answer will finally determine it, for which I shall wait with 
impatience. And till such I receive, shall be very unhappy and which I 
can't help saying I am at present.

This letter is the first in which Christopher writes of his 
personal feelings for Miss Goad, though 'a particular regard 
for the lady' is hardly eloquent for a lover. It will be noted 
also that Christopher did not write direct to his father in 
previous letters raising and discussing the question of his 
marriage, and that when he does write to him, it is a letter 
whose delivery is left to his Mother's discretion. It is not 
clear whether his mother did deliver it. Christopher clearly 
relied entirely on his mother for advice, and for influence to 
be brought to bear on his father to secure his consent to the 
match and a favourable financial settlement. His mother 
obviously accepted this position. Christopher in this letter 
wrote that 'y°u advise me not to say much on that subject to 
him [that is, about money], but to hint if it is agreeable to 
him for me to be married'. One can only speculate as to who 
was the dominant character at Dalemain, and who was most 
looked to by the children. Was 'Honoured Mother' the one 
who was feared, or was she the most sympathetic to her 
children's concerns and therefore the ideal channel of 
communication on all family affairs? One consideration in 
Christopher's mind may well have been the cause of 
addressing his letters only to his mother. His father was 
about 66 years old in 1764, and it would be difficult to write 
to him with tact about his possible death 13 and the provi 
sions of his will as affecting Christopher. But there are no 
letters to his father on Liverpool business matters, such as 
he reported to his mother along with personal affairs.

Christopher could not report any further progress when
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he wrote on 24 October, because Mr. Welch had not arrived 
in Liverpool, and Mr. Goad would not make a decision until 
he came. Mr. Welch was John Welch of Liverpool, mer 
chant, made free there in 1744. He had been, between 1735 
and 1742, master of two Liverpool vessels trading to 
Virginia, at times via the West Indies, experience at sea 
similar to that of John Goad. He was part-owner of one of 
them, Cunliffe, probably co-owner with that important family 
of Liverpool merchants. After 1744 he was a considerable 
figure in the Liverpool slave trade, with shares in 24 vessels 
from 1744 to 1763. He was co-owner, with John Goad and 
others, in three slaving vessels between 1752 and 1764 (and 
also one later in 1770 in which Christopher was concerned, 
as well as John Goad). His family was settled at Leek in the 
parish of Tunstal, in Lancashire but near the border with 
Westmorland. 14 He had some connection with the Dale- 
main family which is not obvious. On 7 August 1763, 
Christopher wrote to his mother: 'I don't know that I have 
been in any way shy to Mr. Welch. But I have not seen him 
this long time, for he has quite left off trade and let his 
house that he lived in'.

Two letters of 24 October 1764 make it clear that the 
match had been approved at Dalemain, and that Williams 
Hasell, the heir apparent, also supported Christopher:

I am in great hopes Mr. Welch will be on our side which makes me 
glad; it will be a good deal left to him, and [I] am very much obliged to 
you and my brother Williams for being so hearty in my cause, and can 
neither expect nor desire any more than what you have done for me, 
which shall always be gratefully acknowledged to the best of my 
abilities. As to my books they are to be seen at any time but I can't say I 
am much gainer upon the whole, for this last year has been the worst 
ever known for trade, which Mr. Goad goes upon a good deal. For he 
says: 'as to trade, it's not worth a farthing; there is nothing to be got by- 
it'. l3 But I endeavoured to persuade him times would be better, but he 
said he did not think so and that for his own part he would give it up. 
But if I succeed, [I] shall let you know in a few days, but I am very 
uncertain in regard to it at present. But I shall take care not to get 
myself any enemies on this account, neither does it hinder me from 
doing my business. The other letter [to 'Honoured Father and Mother', 
of the same date] [I] should be glad you would show to my Father and 
hope it will be agreeable to him. Though I can not give him a positive 
answer [I] shall mention to brother Ned as you direct. If I succeed, the 
lady is near six and twenty and [I] hope you will have no objection to 
her age though I omitted mentioning] it before.

By 18th century standards, it was somewhat unusual for a 
woman of fortune to be unmarried at the age of 26. The
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letter addressed to 'Honoured Father and Mother' adds 
little new to the information in the letter to his mother, 
except the phrase 'as you approve of my choice'; in other 
words, mother had brought father to a decision satisfactory 
to Christopher.

Mr. Welch had arrived in Liverpool by the time Christo 
pher next wrote to his mother on 5 November (though the 
letter is marked 'Never sent'). But he could only report: 'I 
believe [he] said nothing but "Very well"'. This obviously 
did not convince Mr. Goad, who repeated his concern that 
the couple could not live on what Christopher might gain 
from trade from his own money and that which Miss Goad 
would bring him. The remaining letters from Christopher 
therefore leave us to assume that influence was now brought 
to bear on Mr. Goad, perhaps by his friends, but more likely 
by his daughter:

He is now coming into the North this week, and I suppose, to consult 
his friends, and [I] should be glad [if] you, or my brother [Williams] 
would write to Dr. Dan[iel] Wilson if he is at Lancaster, and should be 
glad [if] he would ask Mr. Goad about it, as he does not choose to say 
neither to me nor his daughter [anything] positively one way nor the 
other. So that if Mr. Wilson or any other friend would speak to him 
seriously about it and let you know what he says, we might be able to 
judge better. And I am very sure the lady has no objection in the world 
and I know she has refused several, with twice the fortune that I have 
. . . All my friends here are for it and are surprised what should stop it.

By the time of Christopher's next letter on 15 December, a 
change in Mr. Goad's attitude seems to have taken place, 
presumably because of his daughter's pressure. Christo 
pher's mother's reaction to Mr. Goad's hesitation was to 
write a letter to him, (not preserved), to be passed on by 
Christopher. This was not done:

upon consulting with Miss Goad and Mr. B[lackburn]e and the rest of 
my friends, they thought it was not advisable quite so soon to push Mr. 
Goad to his final answer, as he seems to come more into it and says he 
will never be worse than his word. And his daughter seems to think in a 
little time he will not only give me equivalent [money to whatever I 
have], but leave us the house etc. ready furnished, which if so will be 
worth while waiting a little, as it will be some hundred pounds 
difference. So as the case now stands [I] hope you will approve of what 
we have done.

Mr. John Blackburne was the prominent Liverpool mer 
chant, a freeman in 1746, to whom Christopher had been 
apprenticed. He was the second son of John Blackburne
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(1697-1786), of Orford Hall, the principal landowning 
family in the Warrington area in the middle of the century. 
Between 1747 and 1758 John junior was part-owner in ten 
registrations of eight vessels in the slave trade, and in one 
vessel trading to the West Indies, and one to America. He 
also had large interests in the Cheshire salt trade. John 
Blackburne's wife was Dorothy, 'daughter of L. Barret, 
[Borret] Esquire, of Appleby, Westmorland', perhaps intro 
ducing him to families in that area, including the Hasells."' 
Christopher wrote to his mother on 7 February 1765 that 
Jane, his sister, 'stayed at Mr. Blackburn's all the time she 
was in town' at Liverpool at the end of January or early 
February; presumably she met Miss Goad there.

Christopher's letter of 30 December 1764 seems to indi 
cate that matters were near a settlement, and also that a 
more personal cordiality had arisen between the Dalemain 
family and Miss Goad:

I am entirely of your opinion in regard to the lady, and shall on that 
account do all in my power to obtain her and hope in a little time to 
bring it about. But if I can not, shall put an end to it. Miss Goad desires 
to be remembered to you very kindly, and is greatly obliged to you for 
your good wishes, and says nothing would give her greater pleasure 
than to have the honour to be your daughter.

Christopher's own references to Miss Goad (never to 'Eliza 
beth') had previously been impersonal, as suggested by the 
phrase in the last letter that he was ready to 'put an end to 
it' if he did not soon get a settlement. But the one letter 
copied in the Letter Books as sent to her, though hardly a 
love letter, does show how far their mutual understanding 
had progressed. It is dated only 'Tuesday', but it is probably 
5 February, 17 and by reference to the next letter to his 
mother, Mr. Goad had just returned from seeing his friends 
in the north and Christopher would want to know what he 
had now told Elizabeth about the possibility of marriage. It 
reveals that Christopher and Elizabeth are willing to break 
all the rules about chaperons by meeting in the streets of 
Liverpool, with only Christopher's manservant in atten 
dance. Christopher even invites Elizabeth to tell a lie to 
facilitate the meeting:

Dear Miss Goad Tuesday 6 o'clock 
I should be very much obliged to you if you would let me know by the 
bearer how soon you think you can possibly get away from Mr. 
Barton's, and I will meet you either near there, or at the Exchange, as it
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would give me great pleasure to see you this night. And if it's 
agreeable, think you may say your Father is not very well, and by that 
means get away and so we can call of our cousin in our road if it's 
agreeable to you. I have sent for our man that takes care of our horses, 
so that if you have not an opportunity to write, I think you may send 
word by him without writing. If Jack should not be come, can't you 
leave word for him to call on you at our cousin's, and [I] can make our 
man bring a lanthorn for you, as soon as I have your answer; and I 
daresay they know nothing of him at Mr. Barton's and have given him a 
caution and asked not to tell.

I am dear madame yours sincerely

One of Christopher's business letters copied between 7 and 
15 February 1765 mentions 'my lodging near the Exchange'. 
'Mr. Barton' has not been identified. Nor has 'our cousin', 
though it is hard to envisage from the tone and content of 
Christopher's letters that the Hasell and Goad families 
could have a cousin in common. Was Christopher anticipat 
ing the marriage, and adopting a Goad relation? 'Jack' is 
also unknown, and perhaps was a Goad manservant; he was 
certainly not Christopher's brother, who was at this time on 
a return voyage from the East Indies. 18

Christopher's next letter to his mother on 7 February 
signals the end of Mr. Goad's resistance to the marriage, 
though some details remained to be settled:

Mr. Goad has been out of town; but he is come back, and tomorrow I 
am to talk the whole affair over with him and I daresay we shall settle 
matters as he sees his daughter will not give it up. He seems a good 
deal more reconciled to it, so I am in hopes we shall agree very well; 
and he said to his daughter that he thought it would be best to go into 
the country for a fortnight or so as soon as it was over and we propose it 
to be before Lent comes in [on 20 February]. And I made so free as to 
mention that I daresay you would be very glad to see us which I have 
not the least reason to doubt. But [I] should be vastly obliged to you if 
you would give me a line, by return of post, on that head which I may 
show Miss Goad, as I daresay it would give her great spirits. And both 
she and me desires you will accept of our thanks for the great trouble 
you have had in this affair and we are greatly obliged to you and hope 
you will find us dutiful children.

PS I desire you would not mention it to anybody that it is fixed for 
fear the old gentleman and me should have some difference tomorrow 
when we meet.

The interview went well on 8 February, but according to 
the Letter Book, the news was not sent to Dalemain until a 
letter of Friday 15 February gave the date of the wedding. 
Perhaps a brief note with the good news was sent, but not 
copied. Christopher's mother certainly sent a 'long letter of
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advice' to the prospective bridegroom, to which Christopher 
replied on the 15th:

I have now the pleasure to inform you that matters are quite fixed 
agreeable to all sides, and we are to be married on Tuesday next [the 
19th]. As soon as it is over we intend setting out directly for Dalemain, 
so hope to be with you on Thursday and I daresay you will be very glad 
to see us. The old gentleman here has behaved very well ['at last' 
written, and then crossed out]. And I hope you will have no company 
there, as I should be glad we might be only our own family at first. And 
I must beg leave to return you ten thousand thanks for the long letter of 
advice and I hope you will excuse what I am going to say about it, and I 
daresay when you see us, you will think us quite fine enough. In the 
first place there is no such thing as a diamonds [sic] or real pearls to be 
had in this town on any account, so that [I] entirely gave them up. But 
however upon the strength of your letter I bought some little things for 
her, which I thought was becoming a merchant's wife, but I said 
nothing to the Father about them. And as for my own self I am afraid 
you will think me so extravagant or at least I thought myself so, but my 
friends advised me to it. In regard to a servant I shall bring one to be 
sure, but there is no such thing as any Lucy to be got, and as he will 
only stay with us about two months I hope you think he will do very 
well, as you have no want of servants. I have got some good laced 
ruffles, and am very much obliged to you for the kind offer you make 
me, of a dozen shirts, which I assure you will be very acceptable for I 
am almost out. And I have one thing more to beg of you, dear Madame, 
which is that you would be so kind as to get gloves and whatever you 
think right at Penrith, which I think would be a good deal better than 
bringing them from here. So [I] shall not bring any, hoping you will be 
so kind to do what is right, and I will pay for them with the greatest 
pleasure. . . Hope you will find us dutiful children. Mr. and Miss Goad 
desire to be remembered to you very kindly and are much obliged to 
you for your kind invitation.

In this letter 'any Lucy' may refer to the name of a servant at 
Dalemain well known to Christopher, but the reference to 
gloves is easier to explain. Pairs of gloves were presented on 
the occasion of a wedding to the families of the bride and 
groom, also to family servants, and even to tenants. 
Nicholas Blundell of Little Crosby recorded in his accounts 
in 1730 'Gloves given by me at my Doughter's Coppinger's 
Marriage, besides what my Son [in law] and Doughter gave 
- £2 5s 3d', and in 1733 'Gloves given at Fanny's Weding by 
my orders - 5s 6d'. 19 The marriage was by licence at St 
Peter's church, Liverpool. As witness to the swearing of the 
licence details and to the marriage was Thomas Foxcroft; he 
was another prominent Liverpool slave trader, in some of 
whose vessels John Goad was a co-owner, but not Christo 
pher. Thomas Foxcroft's participation was thus a 
compliment to John Goad. 20
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What seems peculiar to modern eyes about this stage of 
the affair is that there is no record of any meeting of the 
families before the wedding, though Christopher's sister 
Jane and brother Ned had been in Liverpool early in 1765. 
There is no evidence from Christopher's letters that any of 
the family at Dalemain were invited to the wedding, which 
may be 18th century custom, or may be that the time scale 
between the settlement with Mr. Goad and the choice of the 
date of the wedding did not allow for the journey. Elsewhere 
in Christopher's letters this is referred to as two days, 
staying overnight at Lancaster, presumably for men on 
horseback; but for ladies, one can only assume a coach was 
necessary, and the journey from Penrith to Kendal over 
Shap Fell, in February, was not to be lightly undertaken, 
though the road had been turnpiked in 1753. 21

The full details of the settlement with Mr. Goad are 
fortunately given in a later letter to brother Ned on 28 May 
1765, showing that Christopher had done very well in the 
long negotiations:

Dear Brother
I am greatly obliged to you for the kind letter you wrote me some time 
since, wishing me much happiness in the married state, and ask again 
ten thousand pardons for not giving you an account before now how the 
old gentleman and I settled it. But we did it in a little time after you left 
us in this manner: that he would give me £1,500 down with his 
daughter. But as his money was all in trade, I should choose it out of 
any ships he was concerned in, or if I did not like that, I should have it 
in a rope walk [in Park Lane, Liverpool] where he had £1,500, which 
cleared him better than £180 per annum. And as my other money was 
in shipping I chose that as a most certain thing. And the house he gives 
up to us to keep, and he lives with us. And as the house is but small, he 
says he will buy it for us and rebuild it; and if the owner won't sell it, he 
will buy a piece of ground and build us one and we shall pay him 
comfpound] intferest] for the money he lays out. So that everything is 
settled very cleverly with the old man, and we all live very happy 
together and I make no doubt but we shall do so always. And whenever 
you come this way, you may always be sure it shall be made as 
agreeably to you as possible, so that you will have no occasion to dread 
our public houses which are shocking. I have been much out of order 
for these ten days, so that I have been confined to my bed, but am a 
good deal better. My wife is very well and desires her love to you and 
would be extremely glad to see you,

As well as, dear Ned, Your affectionate brother.

Gores Liverpool Directory of 1766 gives Mr. Goad as living in 
Wolstenholme Square. 2 " Christopher's letter to his mother, 
on 15 July 1765, adds further detail to this account of the 
settlement with Mr. Goad, apparently in reply to comments
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Plate I: Williams Hasell 
Copyright English Country Life
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Plate II: Edward (Ned) Hasell 
Copyright Dalemain Estate
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Plate III: Christopher Hasell 
Copyright Dalemain Estate
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Plate IV: Sailor Jack Hasetl 
Copyright English Country Life
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from Ned about the choice of the rope walk, '[I] shall keep 
my own money in the Guinea trade, as it will greatly help 
the rope walk, as well as enable me to sell [gun] powder'. 
There are many letters by Christopher to Taylor, Nesfield 
and Co. of London, whose agent for selling gunpowder in 
Liverpool he had become in December 1764. This was 
probably thanks to his Uncle John Johnson, in London, 23 
second husband of Elizabeth, younger sister of Christo 
pher's mother. As part-owner, and sometimes ships' hus 
band, of slave trade vessels, Christopher could hope to 
supply .the gunpowder the captains needed for self-defence, 
and for trading with the African slave traders. In the same 
way, he would hope to steer orders for new rope and cordage 
to the ropery in which he now had a share.

Gore's Liverpool Directory of 177224 gives Christopher Hasell 
and John Goad as living in Wolstenholme Square; neither 
appears in the Directory for 1774. John Goad died in 
December 1772, probably aged 65, and in March 1773 
Christopher died, aged only 33. Christopher left a son 
Edward born 1766, and two daughters, Julia born 1768 and 
Elizabeth born 1770. His will left all his assets in trust for the 
benefit of his children 'in equal proportions'. This was at the 
request of his wife, presumably because she had recently 
received the benefit of her father's will, creating from his 
assets a trust fund to give her an income for life. In a codicil 
Christopher bequeathed his household goods and his 'last 
purchased house' to his wife. But there is no indication in the 
will, however, of the success or otherwise of Christopher's 
career as a merchant, except perhaps in a brief reference. The 
trust money for the children could be put out to interest for 'to 
put my said children apprentice or otherwise for their 
maintenance, education or advancement in the world'. This 
seems to expect that his son Edward would not have enough 
money to live as a gentleman, and would become a merchant, 
like his father. 23 Edward junior was in fact trained by his 
uncle Ned as a merchant, and eventually settled in Liverpool. 
In 1788 he applied to become a freeman of Liverpool, 
described in the Minutes of the Freeman's Committee as 
gentleman, and as claiming freedom by birthright as the son 
of Christopher. In 1789 he began investing in Liverpool ship 
ping, not in the slave trade, but in Baltic trade in timber, and 
later in a smaller number of voyages to Virginia. 26 Only 
because both his uncles, Williams and Ned, died without 
issue, was Edward junior to become a landed gentleman by 
inheriting Dalemain in 1794.
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Doubtless other accounts of how marriages were arranged 
are to be found in the published or unpublished archives of 
the time. The only local example previously encountered is 
published in The Great Diurnal of Nicholas Blundell? 1 A number 
of letters from Nicholas Blundell between 1724 and 1730, 
dealing with the marriages of his daughters Mally and 
Frances, show the same paternal concern as Mr. Goad had, 
for a financial settlement favourable to the daughter, and 
show the same wish of the suitors for a greater amount of 
money than was first offered. But a match between mer 
chant's daughter, and merchant son of a landed gentleman, 
may be a more scarce story than a match between members 
of the landed gentry. The fact that Christopher was the son 
of a landed gentleman, an esquire, seems to have no relation 
to the bargaining; there seems to be none of the prejudice 
reported as shown by some gentry and most of the aristoc 
racy about 'marrying into trade'. In fact Christopher's 
letters to his mother never refer to Mr. Goad's family, but 
only outline Mr. Goad's personal career and dwell on his 
financial status. On the other side, Mr. Goad said to 
Christopher 'I have no objection to neither your family nor 
you', surely a declaration of equality between his own 
background and Christopher's. Mr. Goad's concern is that 
his daughter's standard of living should not be in danger 
from Christopher's lack of capital to invest, or the losses 
always likely in overseas commerce from unforeseen cir 
cumstances.

Christopher's mother had written before August 1764 
recommending a lady not named in the correspondence, but 
obviously known to him, 'with a very good fortune from first 
to last', as Christopher wrote in his reply. But there is no 
hint in Christopher's letters that his mother and father were 
likely to insist on a marriage within the ranks of the landed 
gentry. Perhaps the resources of landed gentlemen in the 
hill country of the north of England did not allow them to be 
prejudiced against money earned in trade. Despite the fact 
that Dalemain was considered rich enough to allow Edward 
Hasell senior to promise his four sons and three daughters 
£2,000 each, only the eldest son stayed in Cumberland, 28 
and the other three sons went into trade for a living. Two of 
Edward's daughters married likewise. Jane in 1765 married 
William Salmond of Seaforth Plantation, Antigua, where he 
died in 1779. His wife and children were then with him in 
Antigua, but William's affairs were reported as 'extremely 
perplexed, and his plantation had made nothing for several
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years, added to his expenses in England, which I fancy were 
far beyond his income'. 29 The Salmond family home was at 
Waterfoot, not far from Dalemain, but Christopher's letters 
between 1767 and 1768 show that William was building a 
house near Carlisle. Christopher wrote to Ned on 28 
September 1765 that 'My sister Julia has smote a gentleman 
of this town. His name is Houghton and has between five 
and six hundred a year ... he is about 32 years of age and of 
a good family but follows no business . . .' Julia in 1766 
married Richard Houghton of Liverpool, whose grandfather 
and father were rich Liverpool merchants so that Richard 
could retire from business and become a landed gentleman, 
though financially not a successful one. 30

As it turned out, the expectation that Dalemain was a rich 
enough estate to afford £2,000 each for the four sons and 
three daughters proved false. When Christopher's father 
died in 1781, the second son Ned took on the chief role 
among the executors, and found the estate encumbered 
with debts large and small. This may be because Edward, 
succeeding to the estate in 1716, had considerably extended 
it, and also added to the house the present Georgian 
sections.31 Of the £2,000 promised to each of three sons and 
for dowries for the daughters, there was still unpaid £1,000 
each to the two married daughters, and to the unmarried 
daughter Mary was still to be paid the full £2,000. So a 
portion of the estate was bought at a public sale by Ned for 
£10,300, who also advanced £15,210 in mortgages, a 
remarkable injection of cash totalling £25,510, towards 
payments due from Edward's estate of £28,426 13s. lOd. 
Williams, the heir, could only find £2,900 as a mortgage on 
another portion of the estate, the manor of Johnby, near 
Greystoke which he sold in 1783. 32 If this situation in 1781 
represents the financial problems of the Dalemain estate in 
the 1750s and 1760s, it is obvious that there was never any 
question but that the younger sons would have to make a 
living for themselves, with as much money as could be 
found to give them a start in life.

What, for a gentleman's sons, were the alternatives to 
trade? The army was costly; army pay was low and commis 
sions normally had to be purchased for every promotion. A 
naval career, like one in the army, was best begun with some 
influential patron as sponsor. Naval training ought to be 
begun early in life, and at sea, as Nelson experienced; and 
in peace time continuous employment as an officer was the 
most likely to produce promotion. The church might pro-
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vide an income for a younger son, if a university education, 
and then appointment to a well endowed parish, were 
possible. The law for a gentleman's son meant training as a 
barrister, begun by education at a university if possible, and 
then at one of the Inns of Court in London. 33

Trade had more immediate attractions. Captains of mer 
chantmen in overseas trade could make fortunes, particu 
larly in the slave trade, and eventually become merchants. 
An East India captain might make a very good fortune, 
though there is no evidence that brother Jack did so. 34 Was 
Christopher correct in writing that 'all the chief of the 
merchants of this town have been captains of ships and so 
made their fortunes'? Or was it equally possibly for a young 
man, from a totally different background, that of the landed 
gentry, to become a successful merchant, if he brought 
enough capital from his family's fortune? Much would 
obviously depend on personal qualities, the choice of the 
right merchant under whom to serve as apprentice, the 
capacity to absorb the skills the merchant demonstrated, 
and then, when independent, the capacity to make the best 
use of personal and family connections as well of his money. 
Though much detailed exploration is still required, the 
career of Christopher suggests that the last two factors were 
of importance, and that he naturally exploited his own and 
his wife's family connections. Perhaps also, the importance 
of finance for overseas trade flowing from the landed 
incomes of the gentry to the ports needs to be re-examined. 
It is commonplace that finance flowed from commerce to 
the land, as merchants or their heirs retired from business 
and bought land and became gentlemen. Detailed work on 
the recruitment of the merchant classes in Liverpool, Lan 
caster and Whitehaven could show for the north west what 
proportion of the capital in overseas trade came from the 
land.

APPENDICES 

/. CHRISTOPHER AND THE GOAD FAMILY

How did Mr. Hasell meet Miss Goad? The answer to this question will 
probably never be found, but the merchant community of Liverpool 
would surely have social functions at which young merchants would have 
the opportunity to meet the daughters as well as the sons of older, 
well-established merchants. But some background information has been 
found in Christopher's papers which shows more than social 
acquaintance between him and the Goad family. Christopher's 'Cash
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Book' 1760-65 in the Dalemain archives includes personal and house 
keeping expenses as well as business payments, and there are recorded 
many items of household payments to 'Miss Goad', obviously house 
keeper at Christopher's lodgings. These payments continue until 
Christopher's marriage, when Miss Goad was given on 18 February 1765 
£5 5s. Od. 'for pocket money on leaving Liverpool'. No Christian name 
was given, which suggests the eldest daugher of one of John Goad's 
brothers, possibly Elizabeth Goad of Lancaster, daughter of John's elder 
brother William. According to the Cash Book, at times she went 'to the 
North', the phrase also used in Christopher's letters when John Goad 
visited his friends and relations there. Christopher's Letter Book also 
shows that there was a close relationship between 'Miss Goad' and 
Elizabeth Goad. When Christopher's sister Jane was to be married in 
October 1765, Christopher and Elizabeth were invited to go for the 
occasion to Dalemain, but she was pregnant and did not go. Her father 
was asked, successfully, to persuade Miss Goad to come to Liverpool with 
him, to keep Elizabeth company whilst her husband was away.

The Cash Book has many references to other clearly identified mem 
bers of John Goad's family, and Christopher, even before the letters about 
his marriage begin, was transacting a variety of business on their behalf, 
ranging from sending [bell?] rope for Cartinel Church, arranging loans 
and payment of the interest for John Goad's nieces, and paying for school 
fees and clothing for his grandnieces being educated in Liverpool. The 
impression created by many references in the Cash Book, mostly to small 
amounts of money, was that Christopher was being used as a convenient 
agent for the concerns in Liverpool of the various branches of the Goad 
family, as well as acting for John Goad in handling much larger amounts 
of money in the outfitting of slaving vessels.

Given such associations, Christopher and Elizabeth would have ample 
opportunity to become well acquainted, and Christopher, knowing some 
of her father's business from at least 1760 as the Cash Book shows, could 
also be reasonably certain of her 'good fortune' as well as other 
attractions.

2. CHRISTOPHER HASELL'S FORTUNE 1773

This has been difficult to establish. In view of the fact that Christopher's 
will has no financial details, a search of documents in the Dalemain 
archives has been necessary and has produced a complicated story. After 
giving an early estimate in 1773 that Christopher would have left £3,500, 
his financial executor John Dobson (another prominent Liverpool slave 
trade merchant30 ) could only pay over in 1776 to Ned Hasell, chief trustee 
for the education of Christopher's children, £158 4s. Od., though there 
were other payments later from the Ropery made over by John Goad to 
Christopher on his marriage. Julia Hasell, Christopher's mother, wrote to 
his widow Elizabeth in 1773 that 'he always said he was very poor and 
unlucky, but not [with detailed] particulars.' Further work on Christo 
pher's remaining papers to explain this situation is in progress.
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NOTES

See J. Foster, Pedigrees of the County Families of England: vol I, Lancashire, 
1873, pedigree of Gale of Bardsea Hall. J.V. Beckett, Coal and Tobacco: 
the Lowthers and the Economic Development of West Cumberland 1660-1760, 
1981, pp. 106-8, documents the importance of the Dutch market to 
Whitehaven merchants for sales of tobacco from Maryland and 
Virginia early in the 18th century. There is a pedigree of the family 
on p. 000; portraits of the four sons of Edward (died 1781) are on pp. 
000.
See E. Hughes, North Country Life in the 18th century, vol. II, Cumberland 
and Westmorland, 1965, pp. 107 9. In note 1 on page 109 'I beg you will 
acquaint C. Hasell . . .' may be taken as referring to Christopher, but 
in the original document in Carlisle Record Office, 'C'. is obviously 
an abbreviation for 'Captain'John Hasell.
1759 as in Index .to Apprentices (taken from Public Record Office, 
London, Apprenticeship Books 1710-1811, I.R.I), in the Library of 
the Society of Genealogists, London, whose research service kindly 
checked the reference. Liverpool Public Library, Freemen Register 
1733-1812; Freeman's Committee Book 1756-95, 12 August 1762. 
The typed Index gives Christopher's master as 'Jonathan', assumed to 
be a mistake for his brother John Blackburne, for whom see below, 
note 16. Jonathan appears to have played no part in Liverpool trade. 
The first Letter Book, a home-made booklet with a rough paper back, 
obviously has pages missing; the remaining letters begin on 13 May 
1763, and end on 6 May 1765, with an odd letter of 28 May to his 
brother Ned. The second one, properly bound with heavy board 
covers and a leather spine, has letters beginning on 13 May 1765 and 
ending on 12 November 1772. There is also one letter from Christo 
pher of 21 March 1767 on a loose sheet, found among similar sheets 
from Ned to Christopher.

References to Christopher's letters are given by date. Spelling in 
the letters quoted has been modernised. Punctuation in the letters 
quoted is mostly editorial addition, as are insertions in square 
brackets.
So written on the Letter Book. This date matches his application to 
become a freeman of Liverpool.
Liverpool Maritime Museum, Archives Dept., Liverpool Plantation 
Registers 1744-1773 and 1779-1784. The vessel not in the slave 
trade was Corel/, 220 tons, built at Liverpool 1754, registered on 22 
February 1769 as owned by Christopher, Richard Wickstead and 
Samuel Fearon, both Liverpool merchants. Christopher had just 
become a partner with Wickstead to enter the timber trade, and
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Gorell made two voyages to the Baltic in 1769, but in 1770 was 
advertised by John Sparling and William Bolden, Liverpool mer 
chants, for a voyage to Virginia, where she was lost.

7 Dalemain Archives, Estate 'Cash Book 1764' covering 1764 to 1783, 
and Letter Book 28 March and 16 June 1764.

8 In the will of Edward Hasell (Dalemain Archives), proved 1781, 
Mary, the only unmarried sister of Christopher, was to receive 
£2,000. From the marriage settlements of her two married sisters, 
£1,000 each was not paid from their dowries of £2,000 at the time of 
Edward's death 1781.

9 P.R.O., Admiralty 7/77-98: Admiralty papers for Mediterranean 
Passes, and Colonial Office papers for shipping returns of voyages to 
Virginia and West Indies etc.

10 Registers of Ulverston Parish Church, ed. C.W. Bardsley and L.R. Ayre 
(Ulverston 1886), p. xci, for a Machell pedigree; and A. Fell, The Early 
Iron Industry of Furness (Ulverston, 1908), passim, for the Machells. The 
inventory 1698 of William Goad the grandfather had assets in goods 
of £157, and with the will of William the father there are tuition 
bonds sworn by Elizabeth his wife in 1710 and by James Machell in 
1715.

11 He was described as clerk [clergyman] of Lancaster in the entry on 
10 October 1752 for his marriage bond to Elizabeth Livesay of 
Lancaster (L.R.O.), and later, as clerk of Beetham, Westmorland, 
when made freeman of Lancaster in the mayoral year 1763-4. His 
wife was from the Livesey family, originally of Livesey near 
Blackburn, V.C.H. Lanes, VI, p. 286; VIII, p. 264; W.A. Abram', History 
of Blackburn (1877), p. 569.

12 Written in the Letter Book as '6 September', but obviously a mistake 
from the dates, 2 and 13 October, of the letters copied before and 
after this one.

13 He died aged 83 in 1781.
14 See note 9; and P.R.O., CO. 33/16 Part II, Barbados Shipping 

Returns entry there 9 June 1737. For his family, see W.H. Chippin- 
dall, A History of the Parish of Tunstall, Chetham Society, new series, 
CIV, 1940, p. 81, which reference was kindly provided by Mr. 
Christopher Heywood of the Department of English Literature, 
Sheffield University. He died about 17 May 1771, Williamsons Liverpool 
Advertiser.

15 One fact confirming Mr. Goad's expressions of distrust of further 
investment in trade, is that in the Liverpool Plantation Registers 
between July 1764 and February 1767 there are no new registrations 
of vessels in which John Goad had a share; John Welch had no shares 
in new registrations between 1763 and 1770.

16 For the family, see William Beamont, Annals of U'arrington and Bewsey 
(Manchester and Warrington, 1873), chapter 11; Burke's Landed 
Gentry, 1845 and 1849. For John Blackburne's shipping involvement, 
see Liverpool Plantation Registers. One of his vessels was registered 
in 1754 as Dolly, and another in 1758 as Barrel. None of the registers 
included as co-owners John Goad, John Welch or Christopher 
Hasell. His will (L.R.O.), with three codicils made 1779-87, has 
details of his interests in Cheshire salt refining. Relations between 
Christopher and the Blackburne family remained close; when a fire 
in 1766 destroyed Christopher's house (and many of his business 
papers), brother Ned wrote on 19 December 'that Mr. and Mrs. 
Blackburne are very kind to accommodate you for the present.' Much
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later, Ned wrote regularly to Christopher's widow, and on 15 July 
1777 concluded a letter with 'Pray how does my old friend Mrs. 
Blackburne?', not the only such reference.

17 The letter is written between other letters dated 21 January and 6 
February 1 765; the available Tuesdays are 22 and 29 January and 5 
February.

18 Christopher wrote to welcome Jack back to England, from an East 
India voyage, in a letter dated 18 June 1765, but in the Letter Book 
between '13 and 24 July 1765.

19 The Great Diurnal of Nicholas Blundell, III, ed. JJ. Bagley, Record Society 
of Lancashire and Cheshire, CXIV, 1972, Appendix'H, pp. 259, 26L 
For earlier examples, see P. Cunnington and C. Lucas, Costume for 
Births, Marriages and Deaths, 1972, pp. 66-67, and A. Macfarlane, 
Marriage and Love in England . . . 1300-1840, 1986, quoting detail from 
Henry Best, Rural Economy in Yorkshire in 1641, Surtees Society 1857. 
No trace of payment for gloves, or money from Christopher, has been 
found in the Dalemain estate Cash Books for this time; possibly 
there were other books for family expenses, or the transaction is 
hidden as a cash payment to Christopher's mother.

20 The licence, kindly located and copied by the Cheshire Record 
Office, is dated 18 February. Christopher is described as merchant, 
of Liverpool, bachelor, aged 24 years 'and upwards', the age also 
given to Elizabeth, of Liverpool, spinster. Thomas Foxcroft was 
made freeman of Liverpool in 1761, and was part-owner of 18 slavers 
in 24 registrations between 1759 and 1773. In eight of these slavers 
with ten registrations, John Goad was part-owner, and at Dalemain 
are account books for two of their voyages, presumably from the 
Goad business papers. The Foxcroft family was of Thornton in 
Lonsdale, and Halsteads, both near Ingleton in Yorkshire, and 
several were freemen of Lancaster. There is a pedigree in Burke's 
Landed Gentry (1921).

21 See Brian P. Hindle, Roads and Trackways of the Lake District, 
(Ashbourne, 1984).

22 John Goad signed a contract dated 25 September 1760, with Joseph 
Brooks, Liverpool, merchant, to rent at no more than 14 guineas per 
annum, a house in the Square to be built by Brooks. It was finished 
by 1763, and some of the accounts totalling £192 6s. iV-id. are in the 
Dalemain Archives. This was the house partly destroyed by fire in 
1766 (see note 16), and apparently John Goad as promised built a 
new one. But Christopher in his will in 1773 bequeathed his 'last 
purchased house' to his wife (above, p. 000); was this a new one, or 
recently purchased from John Goad's estate? Ned noted as late as 28 
December 1787, assessing the widow Elizabeth Hasell's assets, that 
her house was rent free. A valuation made for Ned after her death in 
1794 states that the house in Wolstenholme Square was worth £500.

23 Christopher wrote to John Johnson at London on 3 December 1 764, 
about his own qualifications for selling gunpowder in Liverpool, 
instead of the former agent, Steel Perkins 'who I believe is not 
concerned in any shipping and lives out of town'. Burke's Peerage 
1921, in the pedigree of Musgrave of Edenhall, refers briefly to the 
second marriage of Elizabeth nee Musgrave.

24 For this directory see Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, XCVII, p. 224. Both men were buried at St. Thomas, 
Liverpool, 'John Gwoad' on 8 December 1772 and 'Christopher 
Hasell' on 4 April 1773 (Parish Registers).
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25 A copy of the will is in the Dalemain Archives, made 18 March 1773, 
codicil signed 25 March; but it is not indexed in the probate court 
records as proved at Chester or Carlisle, so that the original, with a 
declaration of the sum of assets involved, has not been found. 
Moreover, it was identified as not in the Chester or York probate 
records as early as 1799, in papers at Dalemain concerning the sale of 
the Ropery by his heirs, his three children, Edward, Julia and Eliza. 
Elizabeth's will proved in 1794 is endorsed as under £5,000 and over 
£2,000; from her father's bequest, she left to her two daughters 
£1,600 each on marriage or at age 21, and the residue to Edward.

26 The Dalemain archives have a long series of letters from Ned as 
trustee for the upbringing of Christopher's children, to his widow 
Elizabeth, which include details of the education and business 
training of Edward junior. For his settlement in Liverpool see 
Minutes of the Freeman's Committee, 29 March 1788, application to 
become a freeman, and for shipping details, see R. Craig and R. 
Jarvis, Liverpool Registry of Merchant Ships, Chetham Society, 3rd series, 
XV, 1967, p. 3, register of Bridgewater 1786, but sales of shares to 
Edward 1789. That this was the first investment is confirmed by later 
Liverpool registers after 1788, kindly communicated by Robert 
Craig. The papers of Edward junior at Dalemain have still to be 
studied.

27 Record Soc. Lanes & Chesh., CXIV, Appendix H, pp. 255-261.
28 Williams was the only son to follow his father to Oxford, though at 

Corpus Christi, not at Queen's College like his father and his two 
uncles Williams and John. See Alumni Oxonienses 1715-1886, vol. II 
(1891).

29 E. Hughes, North Country Life, II, p. 343, letters from William 
Senhouse in the West Indies to his family at Netherall, Cumberland. 
Ned's letters to Christopher's widow have frequent references to the 
Salmond family's bad financial state; on 15 September 1778 he 
reported that 'Mr Salmond has got a place in Antigua of £4 to 500 a 
year, suggesting the need to leave England as well as secure income 
in Antigua. A news item in the Cumberland Pacquet 26 October 1779 
gives Salmond's death at Antigua as on 4 August. There are 
pedigrees in Burke's Landed Gentry 1849, mentioning Antigua, and 
1921, with no such reference. William had some importance among 
plantation owners and merchants concerned with Antigua; in the 
Cumberland Pacquet 8 February 1776, he is reported as making a 
presentation on their behalf to a Governor of Antigua recently 
retired. (This report stated that he was 'Agent' to the island, cf. L.M. 
Penson, Colonial Agents of the British West Indies (1924), which has no 
reference to any such name.)

30 Richard Houghton's will (L.R.O.), signed 27 June 1777, proved 27 
May 1780, is marked 'under £300'. Most of his estate was left in trust 
to Edward Hasell 'of the City of Rotterdam' and two Liverpool men, 
for the education of his son Edward Houghton, with nothing for his 
wife Julia as she was 'handsomely provided for by my marriage 
settlement, and as by a chain of lamentable events my original 
fortune is much diminished and many insurmountable obstacles 
have impeded my temporal advancement, I can only regret my 
inability to exert any further or immediate acts of generosity in her 
favour.' Christopher's daughter Elizabeth married her cousin 
Edward Houghton; the marriage settlement in 1794, in the Dalemain 
Archives, recites a long list of properties in Liverpool secured to
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trustees for an income for Elizabeth should she be widowed.
A summary of Hough ton wills, probate dates 1712 to 1780, was 

printed by H. Peet in Liverpool in the reign of Queen Anne, Liverpool 1908, 
pp. 139 142; a pedigree by R. Stewart-Brown was printed in Miscell 
anea Genealogica et Heraldica, 5th. ser., vol. 6, 1926-8, pp. 315-327. 
These give the origins of the family as landowners in Middleton, 
parish of VVinwick, and a 1 7th century marriage with the Biackburne 
family of Orford (above note 16) by Richard's great-grandfather, and 
close connections between the two families in the time of Richard's 
grandfather. Since Christopher and his sisters were on good terms 
with John Biackburne, it seems likely that Richard met Julia Hasell 
in his circle.

31 Cf. J.V. Beckett, The Aristocracy in England 1660-1914, 1986, p. 296-8.
32 'Cash Book 1764' in Dalemain Archives, covering 1764 to 1783: final 

pages, headed 'Account of Sundry Payments made by Edward Hasell 
as agent to the Trustees to the will of his late lather Edward Hasell 
Esquire of Dalemain.'

33 See Beckett, The Aristocracy in England, p. 101, for the influence of Sir 
William Blackstone in encouraging university education for barris 
ters. For professional opportunities for younger sons, see, in general, 
G. Holmes, Augustan England. Professions State and Society 1680-1730 
(1982) and The Professions in early-modern England, ed. W. Prest (1987).

34 E. Hughes, op. cit., p. 107 note, states that he was dismissed as 
captain of an East Indiaman in 1772. Mr. C. Roy Hudleston has 
deposited in the Dalemain Archives a typescript of a document in the 
Rydal Hall manuscripts, noted as item 5684 g in Historical Manuscripts 
Commission, 12th Report, Appendix part VII, (1890). This shows that 
John Hasell, as captain of the Duke of Portland East Indiaman, bound 
for Bombay, got into trouble with the Portuguese authorities at Rio 
de Janiero about trans-shipping goods there from another British 
vessel the Argyle, which he had hired for the purpose, when the 
original plan was to trans-ship in the Cape Verde Islands. The 
dismissal came on his return from India. Mr. Hudleston reports that 
John was appointed as marine storekeeper in India in 1780, but died 
on arrival in India.

35 According to the Liverpool Plantation Registers, John Dobson was 
part-owner in 35 registrations between 1758 and 1773; voyage details 
from Liverpool newspapers show that 27 of these were slavers, one in 
1766 a London-Liverpool trader, and one in 1770 a Greenlander. On 
5 May 1769, Williamsons Liverpool Advertiser announced that the busi 
ness of John Walker, who had died suddenly in March, was to be 
taken over by Dobson, Daltera and Walker (John junior), resulting in 
Plantation Register entries of six vessels between 1769 and 1773 with 
John Dobson as part-owner, noted in newspapers as trading to 
Virginia. Between 1774 and 1778, when he and Joseph Daltera went 
bankrupt (John Walker junior seems to have retired before 1777), 
sources such as Lloyds Registers of Shipping, and Letter of Marque 
declarations in PRO High Court of Admiralty papers, 26/60-70, 
show John Dobson as involved in 12 more slavers, and two other 
vessels. After his bankruptcy, nothing is known of his activities. On 5 
July 1785, described as 'late of Liverpool merchant, now of Hull, 
county of Yorkshire', he signed an appointment (now in the Dale- 
main archives) for Elizabeth Hasell, widow of Christopher, to act as 
his attorney in any business relating to Christopher's estate, for 
which he had been appointed executor.




