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Brian Hartley and Leon Fitts, The Brigantes. Alan Sutton. Gloucester. 
1988, xii + 145 pp. £12.95.

The Brigantes is the ninth volume in the series 'Peoples of Roman Britain'. 
Like its companions, it aims to give a comprehensive picture of the 
archaeology of part of the province by examining a single civitas, its 
traditions, settlement patterns and resources and the impact made on 
them by Roman institutions. Here Brian Hartley and Leon Fitts outline 
the characteristics of Brigantia in the pre-Roman era, and trace its 
development through the years of Roman occupation to the decline of 
imperial influence and control early in the fifth century.

The Celtic name Brigantes is derived from a root meaning something 
like 'The Hill Dwellers' or 'The High Ones'. Originally applied to one 
tribe, perhaps the most dominant, it came to denote a confederation of 
tribes whose territory in Roman times extended across the northern part 
of England from the Don to the vicinity of Hadrians's Wall and, as 
Ptolemy tells us, from sea to sea. Literary sources for the history of the 
region are poor after AD 35, but from the early second century the 
epigraphic record increases and it is this, together with the archaeological 
evidence, which is used to build up a picture of life in Brigantia.

Brigantia was a large and topographically varied area. Before the 
arrival of the Romans, its entirely rural population practised pastoral 
farming in the hill country and the mixed farming typical of the Iron Age 
in the lowlands. The imposition of the Roman way of life was to effect 
considerable change, whose patterns Hartley and Fitts demonstrate by 
examining in turn urban settlement, communications, rural life, industry 
and the economy. Perhaps the most dramatic consequence of the coming 
of the Romans was seen in communications. Nothing is known of 
pre-Roman Brigantian routes, except what may be inferred by the 
topography, and the authors suggest that there was in any case little to 
know. The military occupation changed things almost overnight. Roads 
were needed to link the Flavian forts and a network covering at least 850 
miles was constructed.

The arrival of the Romans made little immediate difference to native 
patterns of settlement but the large demands of the army for grain, meat, 
lard, drink, hides and timber must have served to stimulate husbandry 
and production generally and to have affected cereal production. But 
however extensive the changes wrought on the countryside, some of their 
essential character remained to the people, and the authors conclude that 
the Brigantes never entirely became Roman.

By attempting a change from the more usual emphasis on Roman 
policy and its effects the authors set out to reconstruct events from the
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Brigantian point of view. It is an exercise which leaves much to 
conjecture, as they readily admit, but it pays off and oilers insights into 
daily life denied to those whose understanding of the area and the period 
is informed mainly by military history. The book is well illustrated with 
photographs and excellent maps and diagrams.

University of Liverpool Pal Starke \

P. Morgan, ]\'ar and Society in Medieval Cheshire. 1277-1403. Chetham 
Society. Third Series, vol. xxxiv. Manchester 1987. ix + 251 pp. £29.50.

Over the centuries, historians of all types have been considerably 
exercised by the question of what was special about medieval Cheshire. 
One aspect which has received particular attention is the reputation 
which the county has enjoyed 'for having been a highly militarist society 
for much of the medieval period' (p. 2). Philip Morgan's book is the first, 
however, to examine whether this characteristic is a significant factor in 
the development of county society and politics in the later middle ages. In 
some ways his conclusion is surprisingly negative and therefore rather 
novel. He notes at the outset of the book that much of the hyperbole on 
the subject developed in the period from 1510 to 1620, ironically at a time 
when (as he suggests perhaps too unequivocally) 'preparation for the 
profession of arms was not regarded so highly in the social repertoire of 
the gentry and nobility' (p. 3). But it was at this juncture that claims to 
ancient and valorous lineage were the mainspring of gentry status, and 
that the past military sen-ice of one's ancestors was taken to bestow a 
form, albeit nebulous, of enoblement. What Morgan seeks to do is to 
identify and evaluate the military service of those forbears using an 
impressive range of sources culled from the rich royal and palatinate 
records, and from the many collections of gentry papers whose formation 
and preservation was in part the result of the late Tudor and Jacobean 
interest in the family past.

The strategic importance and military experience of the county was 
long-standing, but Edward Fs campaigns in Wales, Scotland and France 
'not only extended these military commitments but placed them firmly 
within a national context' (p. 37). The way troops were provided, both 
feudally and contractually, was not all that different from what was 
happening in the rest of England under Edward I, but there can be no 
doubt of the numerical significance of Cheshire infantry in the Welsh and 
Scottish campaigns and in the guard of archers found in the royal 
household between 1277 and 1282. Morgan calculates that 10 to 15% of 
the adult male population of the county were likely to have found service 
in the armies of Edward, a high military participation ratio by medieval 
standards although without comparable data from elsewhere in England 
not a very meaningful statistic. He makes the important observation, 
however, that the county's continuing position at the forefront of military 
affairs led to the preservation of practical applications of feudal tenure 
long after they had decayed elsewhere.

In the fourteenth century, military service bv Cheshiremen remained 
significant but was subject to important modifications which Morgan 
argues stemmed not from any influence intrinsic to the county but rather 
from changes in the composition of royal armies, especially after 1334. 
'The widespread introduction of the hobelar [a lightly armed horseman] 
and the mounted archer increased the expense of equipment and the
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length of training associated with the skill of warfare, and therefore 
favoured a reduction in the military participation ratio and the retreat of 
military service into a narrower social spectrum below the nobility, or 
alternatively, the development of a better-trained, and therefore more 
permanent, pool of military recruits" (p. 39). The mounted archer became 
a particularly notable feature of Cheshire service. Demands for military 
service continued to derive from the power of the royal earl's governance, 
a useful weapon when communities elsewhere in England proved reluc 
tant to provide men. From 1346 onwards, commissions of array were 
issued on a hundredal basis although this meant in practice that the 
gentry and esquires of the county took on the responsibilities previously 
held by the justiciar; thus the levies were 'increasingly shaped by the 
estates and influence of their gentry leaders' (p. 65).

From the mid-fourteenth century, the system of military retaining 
became the focus of English military organization and hence of most of 
Morgan's book. Although this system was not unique to Cheshire, it was 
much affected there from 1343 by the expansion of the Black Prince's 
lordship, one element of which was an increase in the demands for 
military service from the county's gentry, some of whom who thus 
became his retainers as well as his tenants. Although the Prince was 
'never dependent on Cheshire for more than a small percentage of his 
retinue in war' (p. 109), Cheshire archers remained numerically signifi 
cant in his household and in his Gascon activities, and. as a result of his 
need for war finance, the county was exploited financially in a way not 
seen earlier. For instance, the county is not known to have paid subsidies 
until in 1346 a mise of £1,000 was granted specifically for the Prince's war 
expenses (p. 125). Additionally, every effort was made to maximise 
demesne income, partly to finance the increasing number of annuities 
granted out of county revenues by the Prince to his war retinue, many of 
whom had no obvious connections with the county. For the gentry of the 
county, especially from 1360, military sen-ice became a conventional and 
expected experience, and thus 'gentrification' stemmed partly from such 
service. Morgan suggests, however, that the social structure as it already 
existed influenced the structure of command rather than vice-versa, in 
that "the leadership of gentry society in peace also provides ... its 
leadership in war' (p. 130). The gentry retinues were thus based on 
'readily identifiable kinship groups and local affinities', but new rela 
tionships were also developed which contributed to the social network of 
the county and beyond. Whilst admitting that many gentry and their 
associates gained advancement by war service, Morgan suggests that 
those so promoted were often already leading members of the com 
munity, and that even with their widening horizons brought about by 
service overseas, Cheshire soldiers maintained strong links with their 
country and locality.

'If the rule of the Black Prince had carried the concerns of 
Cheshiremen abroad, then the reigns of Richard II and Henry IV were to 
bring them (irmly home again' (p. 185). So Morgan begins his last chapter 
on the crisis of faction 1385-1403, a period when organization for war, 
this time civil or at least within the British Isles, dominated the count) 1 to 
an unprecedented degree. He remains equivocal about the extent of 
loyalty in the county to Richard II, but shows that Richard's close 
relationship with the count)' was cultivated in the immediate aftermath of 
the Scottish expedition of 1385. Whilst he concedes that de Yere's army 
at Radcot Bridge was 'in essentials a Cheshire army' he warns that the 
influence in the county of at least one of the Appellants, the earl of
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Arundel, should not be overlooked. He also suggests that the large-scale 
involvement of Cheshiremen on the losing side at Shrewsbury should be 
interpreted not only as a result of residual loyalty to Richard's memory 
but partly to recent defections from Lancastrian allegiance, and even 
from the war retinue of Henry of Monmouth.

Given the nature of the sources and issues under discussion it is not 
surprising to find a few confusions and contradictions in this book, but 
overall it is a judiciously written work firmly rooted in the best traditions 
of painstaking archival study. It contains much of interest to the local 
historian, most notably in the studies of the lives and interests of the 
military community in Chapter 4. It also provides an important and 
much-needed examination of the impact and significance of changes in 
English military organization in the period as exemplified by the experi 
ences of the gentry of one county. At the end, one is left with the 
impression that the pride of their sixteenth century descendants was 
largely justified.

University of Reading Anne E. Curry

John Addy, Sin and society in the seventeenth century. Routledge. London. 1989. 
ix + 246 pp. £30.00.

Dr Addy, archivist and tutor in ecclesiastical history at St John's College, 
York, who has done valuable work on the constitutional practice of the 
seventeenth-century church in the sprawling diocese of Chester, particu 
larly in relation to discipline, has now turned his hand to social history. 
Having over many years laboriously catalogued the diocesan church court 
records, now held at Chester, Preston, York, Carlisle and Leeds, from 
among these dusty records he has noted select cases of commonplace 
offences, such as defamation, drunkenness, matrimonial misdemeanours 
and sexual disorder. Chapters of his book give an account of separate 
categories of proscribed behaviour, each chapter beginning with a useful 
comment on the legal position of the particular offence in the period and 
continuing with generous extracts from select cases. The spirit and 
practice of Chester diocese church discipline are set within generali 
sations about seventeenth-century England drawn from standard 
authorities, although Dr Addy cites these too modestly, so that it is often 
difficult to tell whether he is confirming or challenging the generalisation. 
However the chapter on child marriages does openly challenge certain 
received opinion.

It is undeniable that church court records deal with the down-to-earth 
behaviour of the 'ordinary man and woman', that is, with the most 
populous classes of the population, and that the misbehaviour most 
commonly alleged is sexual. Hence these records throw light on aspects 
of the British past too long ignored and now rightly studied. Inevitably 
they detail actions which are often coarse, sometimes brutal, and in 
general shocking to the sensitive, innocent or celibate mind: the historian 
who cites church court records treads a delicate line between exhibiting 
truth and pandering to voyeuristic appetites (including his own).

Yet the local historian who dips into Dr Addy's book for evidence of 
social behaviour in Chester diocese in the seventeenth century needs to 
entertain a number of additional caveats. The several hundred cases 
referred to are largely drawn, as the footnotes show, from the 10,500
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extant files of the consistory court 1600-1730, especially from Causes 
(CRO, EDC.5), these being only the 'serious cases' transferred from the 
lower visitation court (p. 10). Perhaps because he has dealt with it 
elsewhere, Dr Addy's account of the church discipline prodecure is very- 
inadequate, on both the legal and the sociological levels; moreover, his 
treatment of the evidence is so uncritical as to encourage the reader to 
draw dubiously firm conclusions. A feature of church discipline was the 
judicial interest in 'fame', that is, scandalous rumour; and it needs to be 
recognised that part of the evidence cited in this book represents 
allegations untested by the secular court control of cross-examination of a 
range of witnesses. This perhaps particularly applies to charges against 
clergy and schoolmasters. In many instances Dr Addy gives us an 
allegation as if it were Gospel (this may be because the response is 
missing, as often happens with these records); and even a response of 
'guilty' may not have quite the decisive factual quality Dr Addy ascribes 
to it. Each allegation was a social act emerging from a particular local 
context - to judge it, we need to know who made the allegation, what was 
their relation with the person complained about, in other words, why? In 
individual cases evidence of this sort needs to be taken with more than a 
grain of salt. Yet we need not disbelieve that offences of the kind quoted 
did in fact occur, for instance, drunken peasants in village alehouses 
indulging in erotic talk, sexual groping and open coupling. The issue for 
the social historian is not whether such things occurred but how typical 
was the behaviour. Sadly, Dr Addy supplies no quantitative framework 
for his quotations. This makes it easy for him to allude to a recent work 
on Somerset church court records by G.R. Quaife and hence to conclude 
as follows. 'In Somerset there appears to have been little evidence of 
puritan morality amongst the lower orders and the same is correct 
concerning many parts of Chester diocese' (p. 209). A criticism I have 
already made of Quaife's study therefore applies. Quaife and Addy, by 
over-concentration on cases selected for their dramatic and sensational 
content, without further critique, present a view of the past akin to the 
view of contemporary British society formed by a Martian who had access 
only to the columns of the 'News of the World'.

This is not to say that Dr Addy's book is uninformative. It directs the 
reader to closer study of the church court records, and since allegations 
tell us at least something about those making them, material in the 
extracts may unwittingly document items of behaviour otherwise un 
known. For instance, allegations of alehouse and other irregular couplings 
suggest that our ancestors were distinctly conservative in their sexual 
postures. Dr Addy does not mention perhaps the most significant piece of 
social evidence ever obtained from Chester diocese discipline records 
(and made known in Wrigley's Population and History, p. 127). In 1590 the 
vicar of Weaverham, under assault by local opponents, was inter alia 
alleged to have been 'an instructor of yoong folkes how to comyt the syn 
of adultrie or fornication and not to beget or bring forth children'. 
Characteristically, this casual and slight reference to an unsuspectedly 
early attempt at contraception is all the relevant record tell us.

University of Liverpool P.E.H. Hair
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Stephen Jackson (eel.), Industrial Colonies and Communities (The Conference 
of Regional and Local Historians in Tertiary Education. 1988). £2.50.

Industrial colonies are a familiar presence in any account of the World's 
first industrial revolution. They seem to symbolise the drama of the 
transformation in patterns of labour and living that was set in motion at 
the end of the eighteenth century. On the one hand is the figure of the 
heroic entrepreneur, setting out not just to create new forms of manufac 
ture, but to found entire communities which would meet every need of a 
docile and grateful workforce. On the other is the bewildered factory 
worker, faced not only with alien ways of labour, but with strange houses, 
streets and neighbours, divorced in every respect from the culture into 
which he had been born. The periodic attempts which were made to 
refurbish the early models of factory villages make it possible to establish 
a line of descent from New Harmony to the Garden City Movement and 
thence to the early council housing, but in essence they belong to the 
pioneering period of the industrial revolution, when the requirement to 
attract workers to the remote locations of water driven mills or newly 
discovered coal seams led to the foundation of a substantial number of 
settlements of varying size and identity. A handful of the largest such 
villages, have attracted continuing interest from the moment they were 
built, but there has been a surprising lack of systematic study of the 
phenomenon in all its breadth and diversity. This volume of nine short 
essays, together with an introduction by S.M. Gaskell, is the product of 
the first symposium to be held on the subject since 1974. Although none 
of the authors has the space to develop substantial arguments or display 
the fruits of detailed research, the collection does succeed in its objective 
of identifying the questions which scholars now need to address.

Three general arguments run through the essays. Firstly, whilst the 
founders of the colonies were often inspired by larger visions of social 
reform, their essential duty was to make money out of industry. As Mary 
Rose demonstrates in her comparison of the settlements at Styal and at 
Bollington by two generations of Gregs, those community founders who 
pursued their ideals at the expense of their business came to grief, and as 
other papers argue, no account of any village can stray far from the 
factories which employed its inhabitants. Dynasties came and went, but it 
was the waxing and waning of the original manufacturing process which 
finally decided the fate of the streets and the way of life they contained.

Secondly, the model of the single individual creating and sustaining a 
wholly isolated settlement whose inhabitants neither imported nor 
developed their own cultural forms, rarely fitted the more complex reality 
of the colonies. As particularly interesting essays by Jackson and Sten- 
house on Bromborough Pool and Winifred Stokes on Pease's West 
demonstrate, the development of the colonies was often much more 
disordered, with the leading manufacturer either unable or unwilling to 
impose his will on a pre-existing culture, or to prevent rival forms of 
practice growing up in competition to his attempts to reform his 
workforce. Even where a particularly strong-willed and well-funded 
captain of industry established something like a total control over his 
workers' lives, his own mortality, the encroaching spread of neighbouring 
towns, and the creative resistance of the workers and their families, 
eventually compromised his vision. It is partly a matter of moving on 
from the original blueprints and viewing the settlements in a longer time 
span and partly of paying more attention to the rather different com 
munity building instincts and resources of the generations of inhabitants.
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This leads to the final preoccupation of the essays, the issue of 
paternalism. A piece by Marriott on West Ham rehearses all the recent 
criticism of the concept, but like several other writers, is reluctant to 
abandon it altogether. It was so obviously an ambition of so many of the 
manufacturers who were involved in the founding of colonies that an 
extensive account has to be given of the ways in which they attempted to 
reinforce their factory discipline with more diffuse structures of authority 
in the social life of their workforce. It is here that the interconnection of 
work and domesticity which characterise the factory colony is brought 
most sharply into focus, but as the writers in this collection acknowledge, 
we are still at some distance from a full account of the complexity of the 
forms of imposition and resistance which determined relations between 
employers and workers in the many different types of settlement.

University of Keele David \ incenl




