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Message from the President

O

n behalf of Council I would like to thank all
of our members who have renewed their
membership for 2019. The new arrangements
with Liverpool University Press have resulted in
some initial difficulties and we are including a
flyer with this newsletter which we hope will
help clarify payment procedures both for
joining and renewal.
Existing members who have not yet renewed
their subscription for 2019 will receive a
reminder shortly and we may not be able to
send out the forthcoming volume of
Transactions to anyone who is not a paid-up
member by the time it is published.
By now, paid-up members should have
received an email regarding online access to
volumes of Transactions post 2008. This is a
facility only available to subscribers. Pre 2008
volumes remain accessible freely on our
website: www.hslc.org.uk. If you have not
received details of access please email:
clare.hooper@liverpool.ac.uk
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A note from the archive

E

dward Allen ‘Neddy’ Rymer (1835-1915) was a miner and union leader from Boldon in North East
England. Never a senior official, his career has largely escaped the attention of labour historians,
thought it was distinctive both for its longevity and its vigour. Aiming to set up union organisations
wherever he could, Rymer travelled widely across Northern England. By his own (sketchy) estimates,
he had traversed some 700,000 miles by 1898, arriving in Lancashire in 1868 to assist with a dispute
in Wigan, St Helens, and Haydock.
Rymer’s trip to Lancashire comes up in his autobiography—cheerfully entitled The Martydom of the
Mine, or 60 Years’ Struggle for life—which is a useful source for economic historians examining working
conditions and unionisation in the 19th century. Much of his activism related to Continued on page 3 à
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Lecture Reports
November Lecture: ‘Dig Greater
Manchester’: a community archaeology
project — 21 November 2018

their own heritage’. Sites were located in each
authority which had sponsored the dig. These
included the Hulme barracks (from where the
troops were sent out to quell the crowds at St
Peter’s Fields in 1819 leading to ‘Peterloo’) and
the Radcliffe Tower near Bury. The projects
encouraged 1,600 volunteers and over 3,000
schoolchildren to participate. Questionnaires
were used to ascertain accurate numbers
attending and the data can be used to enhance
future projects.
There is obviously an underswell of interest in
the dig and Dr Nevell kindly donated a copy of
his report which is now in the HSLC library.

‘I

dig therefore I am’ was a useful description
of the lecture by Dr Mike Nevell who is a
landscape archaeologist and head of
Archaeology at the University of Salford. He
gave a report on the five-year project of ‘Dig
Greater Manchester’ funded by eleven local
authorities in the area to provide community
access to their own heritage through a variety of
site and school-based activities. The project was
very much community based and was designed
to ‘empower communities to take ownership of

February Lecture: Cultural flows between Liverpool and West Africa in the early
colonial period — 13 February 2019
Zachary Kingdon, Curator of the Africa collection at the World
DrMuseum
Liverpool, came to talk to us about the remarkable

assemblage of West African artworks at the World Museum and other
institutions in northwest England.
The core of this assemblage was donated by Arnold Ridyard (1851-1924)
who was a chief engineer with the Elder Dempster line. Many of the
objects were given to him by his West African acquaintances, one of
whom also donated directly to the World Museums.
The work done by Dr Kingdon and his assistants in identifying members
of Ridyard’s network of African collaborators also provides a new
assessment of the role played by African coastal elites in the creation of
museum ‘ethnography’ collections in Britain. The biographical details and
photographs of some of these contacts were a highlight of the lecture.
Another highlight, typifying these ‘cultural flows’, was the image of two figurines of Queen Victoria from
the World Museum, very much in an African style and made in Nigeria but probably based on
photographs of the Queen at the time of one of her Jubilees.
Ridyard’s Methodism influenced the profile of his networks of contacts and the interaction of cultural
influences which he prompted was furthered by African visitors to his home at Rock Ferry, as many of
these visitors were students on their way to study in England.
Dr Kingdon has brought his research together in his newly-published book: Ethnographic Collecting
and African Agency in Early Colonial West Africa: A Study of Trans-Imperial Cultural Flows
(Bloomsbury, 2019). “A major contribution to historical knowledge but also an absolute pleasure to
read.”
[Image: ‘Queen Victoria figure from Abeokuta in Nigeria’ donated by the Krio donor Mrs W E Johnson
of Bathurst (Banjul) The Gambia. © National Museums Liverpool (World Museum)].
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Tweeting like it’s 1819: Peterloo at 200

T

wo hundred years after the massacre at Peterloo, you can
follow events in 1819 as they happened, thanks to a new
project supported by the Historic Society of Lancashire and
Cheshire.
Historian and journalist John Evans is ‘live tweeting’ the news of
that turbulent year day-by-day – providing both ‘live’ coverage of
the events and historical analysis. His project’s Twitter handle is
@Live1819 but non-Twitter users can follow the reporting from
two centuries ago at www.twitter.com/Live1819. There is also an
accompanying website – www.freehistoryproject.uk.
“1819 was a momentous year, and I want to give people an idea
of what it was to live through it, the sense of drama,
unpredictability and crisis – perhaps not so different to today! I
hope to show that while the old saying about the past being a
different country is usually true, it isn’t always. There are some
curious parallels with life in 2019 and the issues we face,” said John.
Fascinated by the pro-democracy debate in the post-Waterloo
period, John hopes to spark a new interest in—and curiosity
about—history among his Twitter followers. Inspired by research
into the Reform Act of 1832 undertaken in the course of his
postgraduate history degree at Birkbeck College, John is keen to
place historical accuracy at the centre of the project. Every tweet is
sourced and all the quotes are real. Having worked as a BBC
journalist and editor, John wishes to use his experience to bring to
life a significant year with modern methods.
This is part of a wider online project seeking to increase
awareness of free resources (both on and offline) for the study of
British history. For 1819, the major sources are newspaper articles
available online or at the British Library, as well as records of
parliamentary business. John said: “This is a non-profit project but
financial support from the Society has been invaluable in enabling
me to visit archives, pay for online resources like newspaper
archives, and purchase images to bring 1819 to life. I am so grateful
for that”.

National Archives
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Continued from 1: the so-called

‘Butty System’ common in
colliery employment, though
in Lancashire his work was
connected to a pay dispute
and eventual lock-out that
affected thousands of miners
in the area.
Passing through Liverpool,
Rymer happened upon a
speech being given by
Gladstone
on
the
disestablishment of the
Church of Ireland. The
speech not only triggered an
epiphany that ‘emancipation
could not be secured until
every worker in the land had
a voice and vote in making
the laws and institutions of
the country’ but also, it
seems, sectarian rioting.
‘The Catholics and the
Orangemen came in conflict
with each other, and rioting
was the order of the day. Our
union was sadly damaged,
seeing that our members
belonged to both political
parties, while the chairman
and treasurer were the
bigoted partisans on the
Orangemen’s side’ he said.
Fortunately,
the
union
managed to pull itself
together ahead of the
deepening of the strike.
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Book Review
Dorothy Bentley Smith, No ordinary Surgeon: The life and times of William Binley Dickinson (Amberley
Publishing, Stroud, 2017). 624 pp. ISBN-10: 1445676400, ISBN-13: 978-1445676401, £30 hardback.

T

his weighty tome tells the story of Macclesfield surgeon William Binley Dickinson (1789–1870), and
how he spotted the artistic talent of a boy, Thomas Thornycroft (1815-85) apprenticed to another
surgeon in the town, and encouraged him to pursue a career as a sculptor. Thornycroft went on to create
statues of Prince Albert, Queen Victoria and most
famously, the Boudicca group on the Thames
Forthcoming events
Embankment opposite the Houses of Parliament.
This is a fascinating story, particularly for those with
an interest in the history of Macclesfield, as it links
together local, national and international stories. Indeed,
sometimes the related stories (and sometimes unrelated
stories) distract from the central thread of the book. The
author relies heavily on the Macclesfield Courier as her
main source, along with a great deal of archival material,
particularly the Thomas Thornycroft Collection housed
in the Henry Moore Institute in Leeds.

Wednesday 8th May, 6:15 pm
Mike Stammers Memorial Lecture: ‘Don’t
think of emigrating!’ Liverpool and overseas
migration during the First World War
Venue: Dr Martin Luther King Jr. Building,
Albert Dock (NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE)
Rachel Mulhearn, former director, Merseyside
Maritime Museum

Wednesday 19th June, 2:00 pm

She begins her story generations before Dickinson, and
continues after the death of Thornycroft. The use of
archival material is commendable, but is occasionally
misinterpreted. Moreover, not every reader will agree
with her defence of the Manchester and Salford
Yeomanry’s role in Peterloo!

Vikings in the North West
Venue: Top floor meeting room, Liverpool
Central Library
Dr Clare Downham, University of Liverpool

This is of particular relevance for the history of
Macclesfield, showing in great detail the town’s position
in wider medical, artistic, social and political networks.

Poison is a Woman’s Weapon
Venue: Top floor meeting room, Liverpool
Central Library
Angela Brabin, MA

Wednesday 18th September, 6:15 pm

Dr Andrew Hobbs, University of Central Lancashire

I

Transactions 2019

am pleased to be able to inform members that the 2019 edition of Transactions is, at the moment, on
schedule. It should, therefore, be delivered/available online to members in September. Containing at
least eight articles and research notes, the contents will span from the 16th to the 19th century (and
possibly the 20th) depending on final editorial decisions.
Members will be encouraged to know that, at the time of writing, a number of draft articles for
consideration for the 2020 edition have been received, as well as a smattering of enquiries pertaining
to the 2021 edition. Though this is heartening I am, as ever, keen to hear from additional authors.
Finally, I am pleased to be able to report that the Editorial Board has gained two new members; Dr
Marc Collinson who is presently a Post-Doctoral Research Associate at Bangor University, and Dr
Patricia Cox who is well known to members as the Society’s website editor.
Dr Bertie Dockerill
Please see the enclosed flyer for details of how to join our Society or renew your
subscription, if you have not already done so. Whichever method you choose please make sure
that we have your email address for online access to our journal.
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