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The Paper was read : 

THE ROMAN ROADS OF LANCASHIRE. PART II.

ON THE SEVENTH ITEB OF RICHARD OF CIRENCESTER.

By John Just, Esq.

Lancashire is intersected in the direction of west and east by a Roman 
Military Road, just as it is north and south by that which was traced out 
for this Society in a former Paper.* This cross-road has but one authority 
extant for its course and destination. Richard of Cirencester gives us this 
in the 7th Iter of his Itinerary. He there states that a Roman Road 
reached from the " Portus Sistuntiorum" to York from the sea to the 
midland. The first object, then, in detecting this line of road is by ascer 
taining the site of the "Portus Sistuntiorum." Fortunately the situation 
of this harbour is mentioned by the geographer Ptolemy, who places it near 
to the great inlet of the bay of Morecambe. As two estuaries are not far 
distant from the entrance of this bay we have still a difficulty to contend 
with. But as a portion of a Roman Military Road has been known from 
time immemorial by the name of Watling Street, across Fulwood Moor, a 
little to the north of Preston, and as this lies in the direction of Richard's 
line, we must endeavour to trace it out in both directions, to ascertain the 
site of the " Portus Sistuntiorum," and thereby establish it as the identical 
line of road described by his document. By following up its remains west 
ward we are led close to Poulton-in-the-Fylde, and thereby find that 
on the estuary of the Wyre was situated the harbour of the Sistuntii.

This being our starting point, we must now direct our attention to such 
remains of this Roman Military Road as are at present to be seen in the 
Fylde country, and thence across the whole country. Within a mile of 
the town of Poulton-in the-Fylde are to be seen the first indications of the 
Roman Road, connected with an occupation road from a farm-house, which 
stands south-east of the town, down in the valley. This occupation road 
has, at some time past, crossed the fields to the next farm-house, in the 
same south-easterly direction, and indications of the road are slightly dis 
cernible along the line between the two places. But having got over the
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higher ground and come to a part of the flats of the Fylde district, we meet 
with striking remains of the road on the turfy grounds, where it has been 
piled up in an immense bank or agger; and serves, as it has done for years 
past, as a gravel bank for getting materials to mend and keep in repair the 
common roads of the country. Across this mossy flat the line is very 
distinct, and as therein ditches separate the fields in lieu of fences, 
frequent sections of the road are made particularly by the water-cuts 
made for the drainage of the district, some years ago. On the higher 
grounds the whole line has long been obliterated, and we are not fa 
voured with any other evidences of the course it has taken, until we 
again detect it in a low hollow, towards Weeton Moss, which has not 
come within the influence of the general drainage, just mentioned. Here 
is an immense embankment of several yards in height, its base standing in 
the water, which cannot get off, from the isolation of its situation. Thence 
over the higher and dry ground, again we can observe but slight traces of 
the road, in the gravelly substratum it has left, upon the ground, until we 
roach Weeton Moss, where again we have a good specimen. Here, too, 
modern plunder is fast despoiling the laborious workmanship of the Komans: 
the lack of gravel in the district leading the natives to the Road of the 
Romans. The gravel here seems to have been brought from the debris of 
some river. The line hence directs itself up the rising ground to Plumpton, 
and, as usual in this part of the line, has been mainly obliterated by the 
cart and the plough of the moderns. From Plumpton it directs its course 
to the windmill, on the high ground between Weeton Moss and Kirkham, 
which there opens to the view. Slight tracings all along verify the track 
the road lias taken. Near the windmill the road forms an angle, and 
thence joins the public road, in a long continuous straight line, directly 
forward towards Kirkham. Numerous Roman remains may be detected 
in walking along by the side of the modern road. The modern road 
diverges to the right at the foot of the hill, and the Roman continues for 
ward, through the well-cultivated fields, to Kirkham, without a single trace 
having been left on the ground. About mid-way within the long town of 
Kirkham the line of the Roman Road falls in with the main street, and 
continues up to the windmill at the top of the town. Nearly the whole 
length of the long street of Kirkham is upon the Roman Road, or in near 
proximity to it.



In the Fylde country, the Roman Road has crossed the swampy low 
grounds between hill and hill, and made angles or slight curves on the 
summits in threading its course through the morasses. This seems highly 
probable ; for, by bringing the lines to bear on the ordnance map, every 
deviation from an intersection with the line it diverges from, is on the very 
apex of the hill intervening. The remains all along are known to the 
inhabitants by the name of the Danes' Pad. The Danes were not a road- 
making people, except the plundering inroads they too often had recourse 
to, to strip the poor Saxons of the fruits of their industry. Yet they seem 
to have found out this road, and to have used it for their convenience 
during their predatory visits to northern Lancashire. This memorial they 
have left behind them.

Kirkham has been occupied by the Romans. The high crest of the hill, 
where stands the windmill, abounds with fragments of Roman pottery ; 
and urns and other Roman relics have been discovered in the vicinity. 
The Roman Road here deviates much to the left. It is approaching the 
Ribble, in taking its most direct course across the Sistuntian swamps; 
and now, having before it a fine open country, it inclines considerably 
from the river and stretches forth to the high point where stands Clifton 
Church. Numerous and continuous remains of the road now mark out the 
line frequently bold and prominent on the headlands of the fields, and 
close to the fences, until the church is reached. Hero again the line was 
too much to the right; and near the church, though no traces are visible, 
a deviation was made to the north, and away stretched forth the line in its 
course through Lea towards Fulwood Moor, already mentioned. Across 
several fields together, a bold ridge shows its course before the investigator. 
Then on headlands, and near to fences, and falling in with roads and 
occupation lines, and frequently obliterated, it brings us to Cottom Mill, 
Forward hence we can see nothing left behind it for more than a mile, 
until we approach Fulwood Moor, where it appears again in the road leading 
to that place, and there for a couple of miles, as Watling Street shoots past 
Preston. Beyond, in the fields, its remains are quite evident, until the 
line of the Preston and Longridge Railroad is crossed. Thence it is uudis- 
cemible till we arrive opposite to Pedder House. Here, too near the 
river, again it inclines a little northward, and having Pendle Hill in the 
distance aims straight towards it numerous and continuous remains alter 
nating with blanks, until falling into an occupation road as it ascends to



6

Stubbing Nook, it abruptly terminates on the high point which brings 
Ribchester into sight, about two miles distant.

From this point, taking a straight line to the Roman Station at Rib 
chester, we can detect not a single vestige of the road; the broken bank 
 which the Kibble has made since the Roman era, and which breaks through 
the line, not even exposing a fragment, until we come into the grounds of 
the Parsonage. Here the road has been met with below the surface of the 
ground in draining. And at the little rill which runs down from the high 
ground close to the Parsonage house, a complete section of the road is 
exhibited on its banks, about a foot below the surface. A change this, 
since the legions of Romans marched to Ribchester! Then the line falls 
in with the road leading up to the Parsonage, and shows again its bold 
agger; till, crossing the foot-path to Anchor's Hill, it falls in with the 
mid-way point of the side of the rectangle of the Station, where would be 
the Decuman gate, and where a causeway under the soil in the gardens of 
Ribchester shew the buried remains of the " via principalis" within the 
area of the Station.

Of Ribchester itself we will say nothing at present, as we have a future 
summary to make of this and a previous, and, if spared, of a future Paper 
on this subject. Our evidence is not yet complete, and therefore it would 
be premature to address the jury of the public in behalf of a verdict. A 
line of road we have made up to old Cocium; but not one can we make 
out of it. Low alluvial ground intervenes between the station and the old 
ford where the Romans crossed the river. Widely changed is both ground 
and river since they were on the spot. Not until we have gone over 
Ribchester bridge and gained the rising ground to the south of Salesbury 
Hall, can we again find the track of the Romans. Rising the elevated 
ground we discern the Roman remains again close to the modern road to 
the Hall; and having gained the crest of the elevation the line makes a 
curve, and then directs itself along the ridge towards Pendle Hill in the 
distance. Fine continuous remains hence mark the course of the road, 
and the investigator can see the line before him now in bold elevations 
across the fields, or still more marked, near farm-houses and outbuildings, 
and not unfrequently in occupation roads, from such continuing on the Roman 
line for early and present advantage. Advancing thus about three miles, 
the line of the road approaches to the River Calder, and descends towards



the low alluvial ground adjoining the same. Near to Hacking's Farm the 
line makes an angle to the left, and shews itself in a high mound under 
the left-hand fence of the present road to the farm. Beyond this point, 
across the alluvial ground, as usual all traces are lost, nor can aught like 
a vestige he perceived, where it crosses the river. In fact, the river has 
had many a meander since the Romans crossed it. Beyond the river we 
soon fall in with the line again; and within the wooded bank which borders 
it, fine remains are soon discernible. Away by the sides of fences here 
and there in the fields, the course is more or less marked, until the modern 
road from Whalley, to Mitton, and Stonyhurst is crossed near to Lane 
Side. Further on, the character of the line becomes more conspicuous, 
crosses Barrow Brook, and falls in with a long length of occupation road, 
which stretches out in a kind of vista to the modern road between Wlialley 
and Clitheroe. On the opposite side of this road, a similar kind of old ne 
glected occupation road marks out the course of our road; then it makes 
its way into the open fields, keeping chiefly near to the fences, until it 
reaches Pendleton Brook, where, on the brink, we observe a remarkable 
specimen. Yet modern improvements cannot let be this relic of the 
Romans. The agger has been levelled near to the brook, and a section 
made of it worthy of inspection. The gravel has been spread upon the 
surface of the ground, and a thin charred line marks out the sward covered 
over by the road-makers. Upon this stratum of gravel a course of flags 
has been laid, nicely fitting one with another, though not apparently of any 
definite shape or size. The flags form a nice, rounded, compact surface, 
now covered with eight or ten inches of soil, and of the exact width of 
SI feet. This is the most complete patch of the Roman Road to be met 
with in Lancashire, along this Iter.

The brook being crossed, and the line again kept up, no difficulty exists 
either in making way forward or observing the way of the Romans. The line 
is about a mile to the south-east of Clitheroe, and, beyond it, falls in, as fre 
quently is the case, with a long continuous fence, which has been set upon 
it for convenience. The headlands on both sides frequently show the 
remains of the agger. Here and there, for considerable lengths, the agger 
has been dug up and removed, except heaps of small stones, such as are 
common in the gravelly substratum. At length the line begins to ascend 
the higher ground towards Chatburn; and, as is usual on high grounds, it
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seems nearly ohliterated. As the still higher ground between Chatburn 
and Downham is gradually reached, the line becomes again obvious, and 
forms a perceptible ridge along the rich limestone pastures. Having now 
passed Pendle Hill, which had thrown the Romans too much to the left 
hand for their destination, a curve to the right is made in a very marked 
manner, and the ridge directs itself straight away towards Downham Hall, 
passes the front of the same, the present public road, and ascends the 
high ground to the north of the village of Downham. Here, along the 
crest of the same, it continues very marked, until it reaches the point 
where, if continued, it would have descended to very low ground, a case 
always to be avoided, and there breaks off abruptly. Yet at some distance 
beyond, considerably to the right hand, to keep along the high ground, we 
meet with the remains again, which soon fall in with an old road and pack- 
horse track, which brings it down to the low ground, where, as is always 
the case close to rivers, no relics are discernible, to Chatburn Brook, 
which forms the boundary between the two counties of Lancashire and 
Yorkshire.

A few remarks may be made on this Iter before the close of this Paper. 
The first is, that in Richard's copy the name of Rerigonium occurs as the 
first station from the Sistuntian Port on the Iter. No station, as a marked 
one, has been found in tracing the line of road, until we arrive at Cocium. 
How is the difference in the names assigned to the same place to be 
accounted for? Richard's distance between the Sistuntian Port and Reri 
gonium is 22 Roman miles. This agrees very nearly with the distance 
between Poulton-in-the-Fylde and Ribchester. Yet Richard, in his 10th, 
mentions the station at Ribchester under the name of Cocium just as 
Antonine does in the 10th Iter of his document. At present this must 
remain a difficulty. Nothing can warrant us to claim the honour of Reri- 
gonium for Kirkham, though Kirkham has undoubtedly been occupied by 
the Romans, until some collateral evidence now hidden should be brought 
to light and clear up the mystery. Kirkham never was selected as one of 
their stations by the Romans. It was like several others, an adopted 
station. No Roman general ever fixed the site of a permanent station on 
the top of a hill, or on any high ground or barren spot; but always in such 
a place as Manchester, Ribchester, Overborough, &c, where all the con 
ditions adapted for his purposes were favourable. Through adopted Roman



stations, such as were occupied for a time and for certain and special 
reasons, Roman Military Roads rnn. Their own sites, when selected, were 
always at some distance from the line of their military roads, and in absence 
of all other more direct evidence, such facts, though apparently trifling, 
must not he lost sight of, or thrown aside for mere conjecture.

The next remark to be made is, was the Portus Sistuntiorum a post 
occupied by the Romans, or merely the name of the estuary where they 
landed their troops, &c., on the line of this Iter ? This question must 
stand over at present also without an answer. No place seems adapted for 
a station in contiguity with the estuary save Poulton itself. Its square 
form, and the military road directing itself towards it, might indicate such 
a probability; but relics are wanting, save a Roman coin said by the 
Historian* of the Fylde to have been found there.

A similar question likewise may be started regarding the " Alpes Peninos," 
given by Richard as the next station to " Rerigouium" eastward, at the 
distance of eight Roman miles. Does Richard mean merely the distance 
of Pendle Hill to be eight Roman miles from Rerigonium, or some post so 
called, because in the proximity ? If he merely means the former he is 
nearly right, for Pendle Hill in a direct line is little more than eight 
miles from Ribchester. If the latter, Clitheroe Castle may have been the 
site of a Roman castellum, as a guard to the pass or defile north of Pendle 
Hill. Yet I have never heard of any Roman relics being found at that 
spot, and the Romans never rested, even for a short time, in any locality, 
without leaving the fragments of their ordinary wares and the coins of the 
empire behind them. On the ground in the ground, they left their 
monuments and memorials. Lasting as their history, are their tokens in 
every land and region, wherever "they came, or even set a foot.

Much hence remains to be done. Investigation cannot close with the 
determination of the relics of Roman Roads. These are indelible characters 
undoubtedly, and such as cannot be shaken in their evidence, wherever 
found. MSS. may be falsely copied. Mistakes may be made in documents 
and authorities. But Roman Roads are facts, and no mistake. They 
cannot lie. Every antiquary may find much to do still in our county.

  The Her. Mr. Tliomber.
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Our Society has yet great scope for its exertions. Not a fact, not a hint 
should be overlooked, neglected, or lost. A compact whole can only be 
made by gathering together the disjointed fragments. There wants but 
the master-mind to articulate the portions of the vertebra; to make out the 
very character, size, shape, and position in history of the skeleton; and 
assuredly as the relics are found, the mind will come. Little clues and 
faint traces, now-a days, are strange revealers of great deeds aud doings, 
and must not be lost sight of. Even potters' names on fragments of Roman 
ware tell their tales and have a Roman tongue.

Mr. Pidgeon read a letter from J. Robson, Esq., of Warrington, on 
the subject of the Paper: 

It is now about thirty years since I heard of the discovery of some anti 
quities at Kirkham, and hunted out the person who found them. He was 
an old dissipated and eccentric schoolmaster, who had, when a young man, 
thrown them out of the ditch or brook at the foot of the hill on which 
the windmill stands. He described the bronze shield with figures very 
minutely, and I believe a sword and some spear heads. The spot where 
they were found was not far from a solid road covered with green sod, seven 
or eight yards wide, and sloping off on both sides from the centre, perfectly 
distinct in the boggy meadow, between the brook and the foot of the hill. 
This road I was told might be traced a mile or two to the east, pointing to 
Fullwood.

The old man said that the articles found were sent to Mr. Towuley, and 
he believed they were in the British Museum. It is more necessary to 
say thus much as Mr. Baines, in his History of Lancashire, has expressed 
some doubts as to the reality of the discovery.

The difficulties of any attempt to identify a Roman Road with an ancient 
Iter are very great, and it would seem exceedingly desirable to set the 
question of the authenticity of Richard of Cireucester completely at rest  
as such a fiction, if fiction it be, must tend to complicate the problem, 
abstruse enough before. Petrie, (in the Monumenta Historica,) rejects the 
work as spurious. Mr. Duffus Hardy says " The fact of the author 
(Richard of Cirencester) anticipating objections to his book, and the apolo 
gies he offers for any mistake he may have committed, are suspicious 
circumstances ; nor is the marvellous manner in which Bertram got pos 
session of the manuscript, and his silence as to its place of deposit and
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owner, less so. Enquiries which have been recently made at Copenhagen 
tend to strengthen these suspicions."   General Introduction, p. 83, note.

As this is one of the routes peculiar to Richard, we may naturally ask, 
does it offer atiy special evidence   any point which Bertram could not have 
got from accessible sources ?

It is very singular that Richard, who was evidently well acquainted with 
Ptolemy, has never named Rhigodunum, which must have been a place of 
considerable importance. It certainly does not appear upon any of the 
military routes of Antoninus, and hence it has been argued that it was the 
same town as Coccium, and that in fact their names are identical. Till, 
however, we have some more substantial proof than that derived from a 
most extraordinary etymological deduction, we must receive Rhigodunum, 
per se, as a town of the Brigantes ; and as it is unanimously assigned to 
Lancashire, we may at present follow a very general opinion, and place it 
at Ribchester, which was undoubtedly the principal Roman town in the 
county. If, then, we take the road across the Fylde as the 7th Iter, we 
assume the Sistuntian Port to have been in the Wyre. Rerigonium is a 
mistake for Rhigodunum, the Pennine Alps, are the moors on the road to 
likely   the figures requiring correction in every instance   till we get to 
Aldborough, about eighteen miles to the north of York.

It is not easy to understand why the road from likely should not have 
gone direct to York ; and one might naturally infer that the Sistuntian 
Port must have been north of Wyre, in order to get into the York road at 
Aldborough. Indeed this circumstance, and the mysterious introduction of 
Rerigonium, go far to invalidate the whole Iter.

The Itinera of the Monk of Cirencester are substantially the same as 
those of Antoninus. There are some additional stations in the 10th, 
10th, and 18th, but only two new routes, the 7th and 9th; and in the 
one which we are now investigating we find no name except those occurring 
in the Ptolemaic Tables. Thus in one we have the Haven of the Setantii 
in 17 deg. 20 min. longitude. 57 deg. 45 rniu. latitude, and subsequently 
" south of the Elgovae and Otadeni, reaching to both seas, dwell the 
Brigantes, among whom the towns are," (omitting the four first as too far 
north.;

LONG.
def.

Isurium.. ............. ..... 20 ....................
Rhigodunum............... 18 ....................
Olicana ..................... 19 .......................... 57 30
Eboracum.... .............. 20 .......................... 57 20

LAT.
teg-
57
57

40
30
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Now as the latitude of the Haven of the Setantii is 25 min. north of 
York, and as the relative position of the other places from west to east is 
Rhigodunum, Olicana, Isurium, which last is on the same parallel of longi 
tude as York, is it not probable that the Iter has been concocted out of the 
above materials ? It is true we have interposed between Rerigonium and 
Alicana, " ad Alpes Penninos," a very peculiar phrase, not necessarily im 
plying a station, and less applicable to the road from Ribchester to likely 
than any other of the mountain passes between Lancashire and Yorkshire. 
Stukely, who supposed that the Sistuntian Port was at the mouth of the 
Lune, placed Alicana at Skipton; and this would seem to have been Ber 
tram's notion when he concocted the Iter. It is, indeed, so laid down in his 
map. Whatever the object of changing Rhigodunum into Rerigonium may 
have been, the change itself has been intentional. By the Pennine Alps, 
I suspect he refers to the Ingle and Peunigent mountains to the west of 
Lancaster.

Whatever way we look at this Iter it appears suspicious. The distances 
in no instance correspond. The route itself except upon the supposition 
of a higher latitude than the Wyre anything but direct, and the very 
curious coincidence between the Iter itself and the Ptolemaic Tables seems 
clearly to point out its origin.

Believe me, dear Sir, your's very truly,

JOHN ROBSON.


