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in these wood-cuts, were worn in England long before that time. And such 
continue the principal covering for the head amongst the poorer people, 
male and female, until the present day.

III. CONCLUDING ADDRESS.

By the Rev. A. Hume, D.C.L., LL.D.,

HONOBABY SBCBKTABY.

At the close not only of a session, but of the first cycle of the society's 
operations, it is natural, and in some respects necessary, to say a few words 
respecting our progress thus far. At the close of a term of three years, 
the members and the public have had an opportunity of judging how far 
the original promises have been fulfilled. They have seen the nature and 
amount of the matter which has been produced for their edification. They 
have seen the number of the labourers; and they have thus some means 
of judging how far the removal of one or two individuals would interfere 
with the movements of the machine. They are also able to form some 
opinion respecting the subjects which yet require elucidation, and in re 
ference to the permanent usefulness of the society.

There are some societies whose infancy is never seen, but which start into 
mature manhood. Long and careful preparations have been made; their first 
efforts, which appear to be put forth in one year, have really grown slowly 
through several; and a decline is inevitable as soon aa the capital is ex 
hausted, and they are reduced to the regular fruits of their sessional industry. 
Other societies, like our own, commence under some disadvantages. They 
are told that the line of inquiry is too narrow that there are few who 
cultivate the subjects that the material for investigation is not abundant  
that it is impossible to interest a sufficient number in the pursuits. In our 
case, we had to make ourselves known gradually in two large and populous 
shires, and that is yet only partially done ; we had to ascertain who were 
the best qualified to write on particular subjects, and to satisfy all that our 
efforts would be made in an earnest spirit and in good faith. The follow 
ing analysis, which it has been necessary to complete hastily since entering 
the meeting, is interesting to contemplate.
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The number of ordinary Members is at present 302, with 13 honorary mem 
bers ; most of the latter being gentlemen -who are prominently connected with 
similar societies in various parts of the United Kingdom. The proportion 
of resident to non-resident members remains almost the same as before  
about one-half being within the Liverpool post delivery, and the other half 
being scattered over the two counties. This is an unusually large number of 
non-resident members to be connected with a provincial society, or, indeed, 
with any one whose members are not usually designated by initial letters, 
During the present session, we have enrolled 16 ordinary members, of whom 
7 are resident, and 9 are scattered over the countiy. It should not he for 
gotten that this is the first session in which the full entrance fee of £1 Is. 
has been charged; so that, even if the exciting topics of the autumn and the 
spring had not combined to draw attention from us, our candidates for admis 
sion would naturally have been fewer than usual. It is evident that, if we 
seek to enlist candidates for membership from our own town, the meetings 
must be increased in frequency or in attractions; if, on the contrary, we seek 
to secure those from a distance, we. must endeavour to give even greater 
satisfaction, by the size and character of our annual volume. Both objects 
and both lines of duty are quite compatible. It may not be out of place to 
mention, that of the new members, five are the Chief Magistrates in their 
respective boroughs, and that two or three other mayors have rendered 
good service to the society during the present session.

The Donations to the society have embraced books, pamphlets, drawings, 
illustrative prints, antiquities, curiosities, and miscellaneous articles of a very 
varied character. They have included about 173 articles, from 29 separate 
individuals of whom it is important to remark that nine are not members 
of the society. The volumes include the proceedings, transactions, and 
other publications of twelve learned societies of the United Kingdom, with 
all of which, as well as with others like them, we maintain fraternal re 
lations. Some of the donations have been very valuable, especially those 
from the Royal Irish Academy, the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, 
and the Society of Antiquaries, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

The articles Exhibited at the meetings have also been very numerous, as 
they have embraced about 260 objects of the most varied character, from 17 
individuals, of whom five are not members of the society. This is an inter 
esting fact, and one which ought to have brought with it a due amount of
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instruction. Yet, for my part, I have been pained, as well as gratified, at 
witnessing the number and variety of the articles exhibited. There is not 
time to dwell upon each minute object, to explain its nature and uses, or its 
relations to important subjects of inquiry. In the general business of a meet 
ing, it is sometimes as much as we can do to record and enumerate correctly 
the articles which are suddenly produced, and hurriedly passed round among 
the gentlemen present. Would it not be well, therefore, to require in 
future that articles for exhibition be forwarded to the curator a day or two 
before the meeting at which they are expected to appear ? There would 
thus be ample leisure to prepare detailed descriptions of them and drawings 
when necessary. One important consequence of this arrangement would 
be, that the instruction would not be confined to those present at the 
meeting : the descriptions and illustrations, being printed, would interest 
all members, non-resident as well as domestic. Would it not be well, in like 
manner, to occupy a miscellaneous evening occasionally with descriptions 
of the objects already in our possession ? Many are of extreme interest, 
but their importance is in a great measure yet unknown. When our 
collection has been formally opened, the facilities for acquiring or imparting 
information will be greatly increased.

During the eight meetings of the present session no fewer than nine 
teen formal communications or Papers have been read, of which so 
many as six were by gentlemen totally unconnected with the society. 
This last is a fact of great importance, as the intellectual instruction 
of the society is not limited to the acquirements of its own members. 
In many societies of a similar kind, the instructions are confined to a 
few members of the council, while of the society at large the mind is not 
exercised. This is especially the case where public reputation or public 
confidence in a society is wanting.

By the decision of the council, the volume for this session will be issued 
complete. This will be a great convenience to those who would not be at 
the trouble to have it formally bound. It may be noticed incidentally, 
that the number of illustrations in it will make it not unworthy of the 
companionship of its predecessors; one of our officers, to whom we are 
under many obligations, contributing no fewer than ten or twelve plates 
for the illustration of his own portion of the letter-press.
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On examining the kind of papers that have been read during the 
three sessions, it will be seen that they are very varied. Not only do 
they refer to different eras in our history, they refer to different subjects ; 
and almost every topic noticed in our original prospectus has met with 
attention, some of them several times. But it is right to mention that this 
regular distribution of matter is the effect of accident, not of design. We 
have yet taken no pains to secure the representation of all our subjects, 
and to avoid the unpleasantness of redundancy on some and deficiency 
on others. Now, it appears to me that we ought to do this, otherwise our 
inquiries will have a tendency to act in only one or two directions, to the 
neglect of others. Indeed, this effect has already been produced. It has been 
assumed, not only by strangers, but by some of ourselves, that our inquiries 
are exclusively of an archaeological or antiquarian character; and some 
gentlemen who would gladly have sought a connexion with us have kept 
aloof, from the supposed narrowness of our basis. Now it is important to 
correct an impression so erroneous. We embrace every subject in which 
the historian is supposed to take an interest in short, every local subject 
which is worthy of a permanent record; and, therefore, many topics which 
are only remotely or not at all connected with archseology, are minutely re 
lated to us.

The original Prospectus enumerated eleven heads in the field of 
inquiry, which I will venture to group and classify by their numbers, 
thus : 

I. Archeology,
\. Historic Documents. 
2. Antiquities. 
7. Church Registers. 
9. Military Antiquities.

II. General Literature.
3. Genealogy and Biography. 
6. Costumes, Customs, and Traditions. 

10. Topographical Descriptions.

III. Architecture.
4. Architecture and the Fine Arts, including certain details of 

topography, and ecclesiastical or domestic antiquities.
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TV. Science.
5. Natural History.

V. Miscellaneous.
8. Trade, Commerce, and Inventions. 

11. Parliamentary Papers.

Now, it so happens that all or most of these subjects are embraced by some of 
the other societies which exist in this town; one giving its attention mainly to 
architecture, and another to general literature, natural history, and miscel 
laneous subjects. As a natural consequence of the lines of inquiry coinciding, 
papers of the same kind are read at several societies, and papers of certain 
other kinds are read at none of them. It has even happened, on several 
occasions, that the same paper has been read at different societies. To 
remedy these and similar anomalies, a union of two or more societies has 
been suggested, on a plan which would concentrate and systematise the 
researches, both of the district, and of the town.

To show how this arrangement would be likely to work, I shall sup 
pose a case. The Architectural and Archseological Society numbers 
about 120 members, and the Historic Society more than 300. If only 
these two united, there would be a large and respectable society with at 
least 400 Fellows. Among the varied acquirements of so large a number, 
many of them men of distinction, it would be easy to keep up a varied suc 
cession of papers, so as to occupy not eight evenings of a session, but 
twenty-four.

Again, the payment of the members of the Architectural Society is at 
present a guinea a year; and if we were to adopt the same charge for our 
resident members, there would be an income of more than £330 a year. 
One-third of this might be devoted to the publication and illustration of the 
Proceedings; one-third to the maintenance of the library and museum; 
and the remaining third to the working of the society, including rent, (if 
necessary), the printing and delivery of circulars, tea and coffee at meetings, 
and the salary of an assistant secretary. It is certain, however, that a large 
number of gentlemen, who do not feel that any of the present societies are 
sufficiently deserving of their attention, would gladly join, so that the 
standing number of Fellows would probably never fall below 500. I have 
supposed that a distinction would be made between the resident and the
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non-resident; for it is evident that those who only receive the proceed 
ings, and who rarely visit town, should not be charged the same annual 
subscription as those who can attend the meetings, and make a ready use 
of the library and museum.

The collection of the society is not yet laid out, but the council 
have not been negligent on that subject. Our honorary Curator, 
having lately removed his valuable private collection, is appropriating 
a portion of his own house to the use of the society; and in the course 
of a week or two it will be available to the members. No situation could 
be more central, or in general more suitable; and it is only necessary 
to add that iu this new kindness which Mr. Mayer renders to the society, 
the suggestion and the accomplishment are exclusively his own. The ap 
propriation of a fixed sum annually to this department, in addition to the 
donations received from time to time, would soon give us a collection of 
great interest, and one that would be eminently instructive. To the 
resident members the advantages of the suggested extension would be 
great, in the increase of meetings, .the arrangement of subjects, and the 
certainty of return in publications, as well as in the increased accommo 
dation at the meetings, and the facilities for inquiry at other times. To the 
country members there would be an increase of benefits, without any 
increase of subscription. To all, there would be an elevated literary tone, 
which would soon be felt and acknowledged in a town where it is not less 
needed than in any similar spot of the British Isles.


