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town, though it have no agger to the Neb of the Naze, yet perchance may 
have been approached by the channel of the brook Dow ; and Ivirkham, it 
must be allowed, is the exact distance of Richard of Cirencester's 23 miles 
from Rerigonium; but either at Kirkham or on the Wyre we may safely 
infer from the many remains at both places and throughout the Fylde, that 
the Romanized Britons were, the principal occupiers of Mill-hill station at 
the former, as well as Pilling forest and the neighbouring heights of the 
latter.

II. ACCWNT OF THE ANCIENT CUSTOM OF ELECTING A MOCK MAYOR 

IN NEWCASTLE-UNDEB-LY.NE.

By Joseph Mayer, Esq., F.S.A.

Some of the old customs of our forefathers are interesting to us, as 
affording curious illustrations of their habits, manners, and costume. In 
the one now before us, we have probably a remnant of such scenes as were 
enacted near 300 years ago, and a proof of their unconquerable determina 
tion to assert their rights during a long series of years, when the people 
had only the semblance of justice, and "might" often " overcame right."

In the early part of the reign of Henry the Second, the King granted a 
Charter (or rather confirmed a much earlier one) of Incorporation to the 
Borough of Newcastle-under-Lyme, which was held as a form for subse 
quent Charters granted to various towns, amongst -which is the town of 
Preston in Lancashire, where the Burghers are allowed " the same liberties 
and free customs which I have given and granted to my Burgesses of New 
castle-under-Lyme." On the 18th of May, 1590, Queen Elizabeth, in the 
33nd year of her reign, granted the first governing Charter to the town, 
with power of hanging and gibbeting, and independence of the county 
court; and along with it was a confirmation of the right of the " Burgesses" 
to elect a Mayor; but this privilege was shortly afterwards usurped by the 
members of the Corporation, and confined to their own body. By this means 
the Burgesses were deprived of the power of exercising their chartered rights ; 
and finding their attempts to recover their privileges ineffectual, they de 
termined to cast an odium upon the ceremony of election, yet in some 
measure to retain the semblance of their rights, by electing a " Mock Mayor"
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At this ceremony every act was a burlesque 011 the corporate election ; it 
took place in the following manner. After the election and proclamation 
of the Mayor had taken place at the Town-hall, by the self-elected " Alder 
man" and " Free Burgesses," and they and their friends had retired, the 
Burgesses assembled at the Market-cross, and having proclaimed that the 
functions of the late Mayor had ceased, they set about electing a new one, 
with all the form and fashion of legal instrumentality. The new Mayor 
having been formally proposed, was duly elected by acclamation, in which 
deliberation and decision none but Burgesses were allowed to participate. 
Then followed a eulogy on their late (popular) Mayor, stating the superla 
tive excellencies of his demeanour, charity, and forbearance, contrasting 
them with the arrogance and tyranny of the usurper ; the whole finishing 
with a proclamation of the newly-elected chief magistrate.

This ceremony was annually gone through for a period of more than 230 
years, and so annoying was it to the corporate dignities, that, in some 
instances, his " Mock" "Worship was put into the stocks, as a punishment 
for the share he took in the burlesque scenes, which were often very cutting 
and exhibited a great deal of rancour and ill-feeling.

The accompanying print is a view of the ceremony as it took place on the 
39th of October, 1833, after the Freemen had regained their privileges by 
a long and vexatious action at law against the self-elect Corporation. They 
thereby obtained a confirmation of their old Charter, and by a unanimous 
voice elected Samuel Mayer, Esq., of Thistleberry, to occupy the civic 
chair as the first of the new regime. So firmly had the custom become 
established, that although the people had a Mayor of their own choice, and 
consequently had no longer any occasion for the burlesque, still they loved 
the fun it created, and as usual assembled in solemn conclave around the 
Market-cross.

The following is a detailed account of the procedure, and an explanation 
of the accompanying print: 

" His Mock Worship was, with all the gravity befitting such an occasion, 
summoned, by the shrill sound of a Nanny-goat's horn, to appear before his 
brother-townsmen, and show cause why always provided if he had any 
objection to that most-devoutedly-to-be-desired and that most glorious and 
honourable elevation to the state of Mayor of the Borough, with all the
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customary privileges of getting drunk, and fining himself publicly as an 
example, &c. Then, with great stateliness of step, and severe magisterial 
countenance, some well-beloved fellow-townsman was conducted to the top 
step, and there invested with those most becoming and costly robes of 
state, and that magic wand of office, so capable of doing justice, on the 
person whose head it knocked. After this, the Mayor elect introduced his 
better half, the Mayoress, to the admiring multitude, whilst she, on her own 
part, acknowledged the high honour conferred on her husband and herself.

" His Worship having commanded silence to be observed, the Town-crier, 
with the usual preliminaries of bell-ringing, &c., read the following 
proclamation : 

" 0 yes ! O yes ! 0 yes ! This is to give Notice, First, that, by the advice 
of my Beadle, Mace-bearers, and Bum-bailiffs, I do hereby declare and 
proclaim that it shall be lawful for any man or set of men to put their hands 
into their breeches pockets if there be their purses and give and pay over 
to our exchequer any sum less than one hundred guineas, that shall seem 
to him or them fit, in order that we may drink his or their jolly good health 
in a quart of ale a-piece, for which we, as well on our part as on yours, 
promise him or them the distinguished honour of three huzzas, and may 
they live to do the like again next year.

" Secondly, That we, after mature consideration, do allow any grocer  
so he doeth it handsomely and pleasantly to his own feelings the never- 
to-be-appreciated and valuable privilege (which must be thought a sufficient 
reward unto him and his children for ever,) of giving unto our revenue col 
lectors, as much tobacco as he pleases; provided always, and it is hereby 
declared, that the amount must not exceed one hundred weight, but shall, at 
the same time, be enough to serve all the old women, as well as our worthy 
selves.

" Thirdly, That Morgan, the pipe-maker, as his hereditary right, which 
we hereby acknowledge, may, if he likes, furnish us with saggar pipes to 
smoke the aforesaid tobacco with; in consideration whereof, we pledge our 
honour (here two squeaks from the Nanny-goat's horn,) that nobody else 

shall.

"Fourthly, Our worthy Mayor giveth notice, and commandeth that all 
canting, backbiting, gin-drinking women be brought before him, that he
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may punish them with the Bridle,* kept by him for that purpose; and he 
recommendeth his brother freemen to eat plenteously of roast-beef and 
plum-pudding, to gain which they must work more and drink less ; and 
further, that all persons found drunk in the streets after this notice will be 
put in the stocks for one hour and thirteen minutes.

" Fifthly, and lastly, We do hereby say, as commanded by our beloved 
wife, for the benefit of all young maidens, (after painful experience on our 
own part,) that it is better to be married than single ; and in proof of our 
firm conviction of the same, we do thus publicly declare, sign, and seal this 
our proclamation with a kiss.

"A long flourish on the Nanny-goat's horn at the close of this per 
formance, after which the procession formed, and, with her ladyship 
enthroned on a donkey, his Worship and the " goodlie companie" marched 
through the principal streets of the town, collecting the revenue for a 
jollification at the Market-cross in the evening.

" God save the King, the Mayor, and the People."

DESCRIPTION OF THE CHARACTERS.

His Worship is arrayed in a calf-skin tunic, fastened with a skewer 
round the neck, a black Staffordshire bull's hide for a gown, and a sheep 
skin wig. In his dexter hand he holds his wand of office, and his civic 
chain and glass are represented by horses' manes and the prison-door key, 
the latter emblematical of the reign of Bailiffs.

His Worship is supported on the right hand by the Town-clerk, a person 
of very knowing look, and quite alive to the tricks of the law, as is fully 
indicated by the expressive position of his left thumb. Under his other 
arm he holds the Charter of the Borough, which the good Burgesses, fear 
ing parchment would not be lasting enough, have inscribed on a hide of 
leather. On the left side is the Bum-bailiff, alias Head Constable, with 
his truncheon, about to dislodge a sweep, who in return is about to powder 
his Worship's wig with his soot bag. The two figures right and left

* A relic of ancient barbarity, made of a piece of iron, which went over the head and 
across the nose, to which was attached a small flat piece, that was put in the mouth and 
held down the tongue. It was also called a Srank. See Plate 5 in the Proceedings, 
Volume II.
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are Mace-bearers, as seen by the splendid cabbages which they carry; and 
the Bellman, in his Phrygian cap and shaggy skin dress, is reading the 
proclamation.

In the foreground is the Lady Mayoress on her Egyptian palfrey, which 
some school lads, with their clouting ropes,* are ungallantly making to 
wince, with the hope of throwing the good lady from her seat. The old 
man on the left of the foreground is Billy Puukey, a well-known, harmless, 
idiotic character, who always made himself busy in keeping back the people 
from crowding too much into the august presence of his Worship. Near 
him stands a fine old woman in the picturesque costume of the district; 
and around are nearly all the members of the legal Corporation, and several 
gentlemen of the town, enjoying the burlesque,

The peculiarities of costume have so long been recognised as of historical 
interest, that I need not recite the many authorities in support of it; and 
I have merely added the few illustrations given here, as an adjunct to the 
scene we have in the " Mock Mayor," where are the whole of the hats and 
caps here represented. They were sketched from the actual ones worn in 
1883. There will be easily traced the early Saxon hat, continued in the 
same form to the present day.

The use of hats is of a very early date, though I do not find any amongst 
the Egyptian sculptures ; but the Greeks wore them, especially the Dorians, 
and probably they were used as early as the age of Homer. Also, with the 
Athenians we find them on the Elgin marbles. Although the Romans did 
not use them generally, yet at sacrifices and public festivals they wore a 
bonnet or cap ; and this being only permitted to freemen, part of the cere 
mony of manumitting a slave consisted in putting one of these caps on his 
head. But on journeys, the Romans were accustomed to wear a hat called 
petcuus, with a wide brim to screen them from the sun.

In the middle ages, the hat and cap were worn generally, and it is re 
corded that Charles VII. of France wore a hat of felt on his triumphant 
entry into Rouen in 1440 ; but hats of that material, and of the form given

* In all the public schools of the town, on this day, the door was barred and locked 
against the teachers; and both boys and girls claimed an exemption from work, which is 
probably a remnant of the saturnalia of the Roman ages.
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in these wood-cuts, were worn in England long before that time. And such 
continue the principal covering for the head amongst the poorer people, 
male and female, until the present day.

III. CONCLUDING ADDRESS.

By the Rev. A. Hume, D.C.L., LL.D.,

HONOBABY SBCBKTABY.

At the close not only of a session, but of the first cycle of the society's 
operations, it is natural, and in some respects necessary, to say a few words 
respecting our progress thus far. At the close of a term of three years, 
the members and the public have had an opportunity of judging how far 
the original promises have been fulfilled. They have seen the nature and 
amount of the matter which has been produced for their edification. They 
have seen the number of the labourers; and they have thus some means 
of judging how far the removal of one or two individuals would interfere 
with the movements of the machine. They are also able to form some 
opinion respecting the subjects which yet require elucidation, and in re 
ference to the permanent usefulness of the society.

There are some societies whose infancy is never seen, but which start into 
mature manhood. Long and careful preparations have been made; their first 
efforts, which appear to be put forth in one year, have really grown slowly 
through several; and a decline is inevitable as soon aa the capital is ex 
hausted, and they are reduced to the regular fruits of their sessional industry. 
Other societies, like our own, commence under some disadvantages. They 
are told that the line of inquiry is too narrow that there are few who 
cultivate the subjects that the material for investigation is not abundant  
that it is impossible to interest a sufficient number in the pursuits. In our 
case, we had to make ourselves known gradually in two large and populous 
shires, and that is yet only partially done ; we had to ascertain who were 
the best qualified to write on particular subjects, and to satisfy all that our 
efforts would be made in an earnest spirit and in good faith. The follow 
ing analysis, which it has been necessary to complete hastily since entering 
the meeting, is interesting to contemplate.


