
HISTOK1C SOCIETY

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIEE,

SESSION III. JUNE 5th, 1851. No. 8.

The Eighth and concluding Meeting of the Society for the Session was 
held at the Collegiate Institution,

P. R. M'QraE, Esq., in the Chair. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

The following Gentlemen wore elected Members of the Society :  

Joseph Stubbs, Mayor of Warrington. 
John F. Marsh, Fairfield, Warrington. 
William Dalrymple, Northumberland Terrace, Everton.

The following Presents to the Society were announced :  

From John Caton Thomson, Memoirs of the Earls of Warren and Surrey, 
Esq., 3 vols., 4to.

The Progress of the Reformation, an oblong 
folio volume, containing 72 plates.

Anglo-Saxon Legend of St. Andrew and 
St. Veronica, published under their su 
perintendence.

From the Architectural and 
Archaeological Society ot 
Liverpool,

His Essay on the Philosophy of Geographi 
cal Names.

From the Cambridge Anti 
quarian Society,

Anmal R from
-^ 1851 '

From the Rev. A. Hume, 
D.C.L., LL.D.,

From Joseph Mayer, Esq., A Print and several Wood-cuts representing
F.S.A., Costume, to illustrate his own paper.
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Tho following Articles were exhibited : 

By E. H. Brackstone, Esq., 
of London,

Three beautiful specimens of gold ring 
money, of different sizes, which were 
found near Belfast, pressed one above the 
other on the point of a bronze spear ; and 
a small specimen of gold ring money, 
found near Athlone, in Ireland.

A silver decade ring, found near Dublin.
A stone celt, 13 inches long by 3£ wide, and 

weighing 3tbs. 13Joz ., found in 1845, by 
Mr. Chas. Royle,* at Flixton, Lancashire, 
whilst getting gravel on a site supposed 
to have been an old bed of the Mersey.

The blade of a bronze sword, 14 inches 
long, found during the recent alterations 
in the river Shannon. There is a raised 
rib down the middle of each side, and the 
rivets by which it was attached to the 
handle still remain : one side is a little 
curved, and the other quite straight.

A bronze skean, 16J inches long, found in 
Galway; the form is the usual pointed 
one, with a b'road, flattened end to receive 
the handle.

Lithograph of three bronze celts, found in 
1849, at the depth of five feet, in a sand 
and warp soil, near Ulleskelf, in York 
shire : one of them of unique or very 
rare form.

By Jos. Mayer, Esq., F.S.A., A bronze cup, richly ornamented on the out
side, found at Ribchester, in Lancashire.

Ten Roman coins, and a Roman stamp or 
seal, with a double legend, found at the 
same time and place.

The following, in illustration of his paper of 
this evening, and of that read on the 6th 
of February :   A small celt, found near 
the " Danes' Pad," on the north of the 
Wyre ; which was part of the contents of

By the Rev. W. Thornber, 
B.A., of Blackpool,

* An explanatory letter from Mr. Boyle, dated 28th July, states that the site was near 
the ancient mansion of Shaw Hall, formerly inhabited by Colonel Peter Egertou. 

H
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By Dr. Hume,

a curious oak box, the portions of which 
 were fastened by oak pins. [The other 
articles were arrow heads, celts, brass 
tubes, &c.] A large and heavy-looped pal- 
stab, found on the south side of the river 
Wyre. From the Mill-hill, near Kirk- 
ham, a curious amulet of light green 
glass, known as a " Druid's Egg," with a 
funicular ornament of white and blue sur 
rounding it, and a securis, or axe, the 
blade of which was not placed opposite 
the central line of the handle or the eye, 
but completely to one side. From the 
Roman Agger, near Weeton, in the Fylde 
district, a large and elegant palstab, a 
ribbed amulet of coarse blue earthen 
ware, a horse shoe, supposed to have be 
longed to a native British galloway, and 
a portion of an urn, with curious inden 
tations on the outer side; the urn has 
been made of coarse baked clay, black on 
the inner side, and yellow on the outer. 
From Staining, in the same district, a 
small amulet of soft whitish marble, stri 
ated with green, and bearing considerable 
resemblance to a small onion. From the 
junction of the Wyre with the Lancaster 
Railway, a dagger, with a blade less than 
four inches long, and a heavy brass handle, 
supposed to have been a Scotchman's, used 
in the disturbances of the 17th century.

Drawings, illustrative of his paper, repre 
senting articles that had been found near 
Pilling Moss, north of the Wyre. These 
included a " fibula," a spear-head, a wine 
strainer, a drinking cup, a bronze battle 
axe, of peculiar shape, an ancient stirrup, 
and a plan of the immense wooden struc 
ture called the " Dane's Pad."

A curious knife, with carved bone handle, 
ornamented with a monkey, found on the 
coast near Leasowe.

Ten varieties of horse shoes, used in Italy 
in the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
as figured by Aubrey in his " Histoire 
Pittoresque de 1'Equitation."
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In the miscellaneous information, a letter was read from Dr. Kendrick, 
of Warrington, mentioning the fact that some curious documents had re 
cently been found, in the thatched roof of an old farm-house, in the course 
of demolition, at Houghton Green, about two miles from Warrington. 
He says : 

" They consist chiefly of original warrants or precepts issued in the spring 
of 1643 by the Earl of Derby, Lord Molyneux, Colonel Norris, and others, 
for the supply of men, provisions, forage, and money, to the royalist garri 
son, at Warrington, at that time threatened by the parliamentarians. I 
have not leisure to copy the whole; but, as they are for the present de 
posited with me, I shall take copies, and lay them before your Society at 
the next meeting, which I presume will he in October next. In the mean 
time, I send you one to read to-niorrow evening, if an opportunity offer.

" I may premise that the parliamentarians had been driven from before 
Warrington, in the April of 1643, by the Earl of Derby; but, having re 
ceived large reinforcements, they again attacked it on the 21st of May, and 
obliged the garrison to surrender upon honourable terms on the S7th of the 
same month. The precept which I send was issued by Colonel Edward 
Norris, the governor of the town, on the 14th of that month, seven days 
before the town was actually beset. The document acquires additional 
interest from the endorsements on the back testifying that no time was lost 
by the constables of the several townships in its transmission from one to 
another.

" It is my opinion that the house in which they were discovered was 
formerly the residence of the constable of Houghton, and that the varying 
occupation of the district by parliamentarians and royalists led to his wary 
concealment in the thateh, of these evidences of his sympathy with the 
royalist cause."

" ' To the Constables of Hulme and Winwick, and all other the Con 
stables within the p'ishe of Winwick and all others greeting.

" ' Whereas very lately I directed my warrants to severall parts neare 
adjacent for the calling-in of all the able men unto our ayd, but finding 
that the enemy was retraited was very willing that the said men should 
return to their own houses; but nowe so it is that this day I have received 
intelligence by 3 severall messengers that the enemy intends very speedily 
to assault us. These are therefore in his ma'tys name straitly to charg 
and comand you that forthwith upon receit hereof you give notice and 
warning to all the able men within your several constableries that are 
within the age of 60 yeares and above the age of 16 yeares that they com 
unto this town of Warrington with their best arms and p'vision of meate 
for 4 dayes by 9 of the clocke * * * binge the 15th daye of this instant 
May, wherein you are not to faile as you honor his ma'tys service and will 
answer the contrarie at your utmost p'ille. Given under my hand this 14th 
day of May 1643.

" ' E. NORHIS.
" ' Se you send me an accompt of this warrant.'"

.
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The following endorsements occur on the back of the warrant: 
" ' Seene & p'used by the Constables of Winwick and Hulme.
" ' Seene & p'used by the Constable of Newton.
" ' Seene & p'used by the Constable of haidoke (Haydock) and speedylie 

sent away to ye Constables of Golbome.
" ' Seene & p'used by the Constable of Goulborne the 15th day between 

3 & 4 of the clocke in the afternoone, and speedylie sent unto Loton.
' ' Seene by the Constable of Lawton about 7 of ye clocke ye 15 day and 

sent to Kenion w'th speede.
" ' Seene & p'used by the Constable of Kenyon.
" ' Seene & p'used by the Constable of Culcith and sent away.
" ' Seene & p'used by the Constables of Southworth in Croft, and Hough- 

ton in Arbury, and sent away with al speed.' "

The following Papers were read :  

I. AN ACCOUNT OF THE EOMAN AND BRITISH KEMAINS, FOUND
NOBTH AND EAST OF THE BlVEB WYHE.

By tlie Rev. Win. Thornier, B.A., Blackpool.

In my last paper I traversed the agger that runs through the Fylde, 
from the Sistantian capital of Kirkham during the sway of the Romans in 
Britain, to the celebrated Lancastrian harbour of Wyre. That journey 
was comparatively easy; but the one I am about to undertake abounds 
 with many difficulties, as I pioneer a remote section of our island, hitherto 
untrod by the feet of antiquarians; nay, even tabooed by learned writers 
from any ancient research. A good guide, however, has offered his services 
in my friend, the Rev. Mr. Banister of Pilling, by whose aid I flatter 
myself that I shall be enabled to open a path for my successors.

I will pause a few minutes on the site of Fleetwood, before I cross the 
river, in order to inspect its geological features. It is a flat tongue of land, 
between the sea and the Wyre, unrelieved except by sand hills as far as 
Bourne Hall, the commencement of the Bergerode of Speed, &o. The 
surface of the ground is covered with deep-blown sand and gravel, beneath 
which lies a peaty, bluish silt, the ooze of the river; whereon you may per 
ceive in some places, especially about Fany, the marks of the plough, the 
ruts of wheels and the roots of lacustral plants ; whilst imbedded in it are 
fretpaently found the horns of the Cervus Elaphus and beds of shells iden 
tical with those on the shore. The ground occupied by the merchants of 
the Povtus was not here : at the Roman period, except on the sea-bank on
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the west where the coins of Severus, &c. were discovered, and the margin 
of the Wyre, the site of the new town of Fleetwood was quaggy meols, 
which appellation was retained in KilgrimoZ, the ancient name of Layton 
Hawes, and in the name of Megrim holes, given at this day to little quick 
sands on the shore. The hill of Bourne was the site of one of the Burgi, 
at the Roman period almost insulated, the river heiug on one side, the sea 
on the other, and on the south a deep morass stretching between it and 
Stcna. History does not inform us when the trade of this port began to 
dwindle away ; but the departure of the Romans, and the frequent landing 
of the Danes in the harbour, must have inflicted a fatal blow; though 
nevertheless, during the Saxon heptarchy, the country around was very 
populous, as may be gathered from the villare of the Doomsday Survey  
for instance, Rossal, Bourne, Thornton, Poulton, Singleton,* Hambleton, 
Stalinine, the three Rawcliffs and Presal. The Romans had three trajecti 
over the Wyre at Aldwath or Shard ; the Ford of Bulk or the Higher 
Ford; and the Lower, that ran from Mine Eud, i.e. the stony, from the 
west, along by the old perch at the mouth of the river, and so past Knot 
End to the great hill of Presal, the Pie-sonde of Williams' survey. I have 
heard Capt. Parkinson describe it as being formed of large Mocks of red 
sandstone, brought either from Cockersand Abbey or Furness. No pas 
senger could have crossed it without being struck with admiration, on the 
first view of Presal's abrupt eminence. The vulgar tell us, that the fairy 
queen had once a residence within its bowels, from whence she issued with 
her train through the gates of her palace an overflowing well of clear 
water. From its summit the whole country may be seen. Lancaster, the 
commencement of the Furness agger, and " the green flame edged with 
smoke," might have held communication with the beacons of Warton Cragg 
and Ingleborough. I visited this bill with Mr. Just, who was struck with 
its commanding appearance, and protested, that around its top he could 
trace signs of a bank and fosse. Nor do I differ from him ; but all doubt 
might have been done away if the coins found at the base of the hill had 
not been lost, or the date or intention of the artificial mound, near Mound 
House, which lies between Presal height and the mouth of the river, had 
been known. I fear that you will begin to suppose that I have no positive

* The late Mr. Smith told me a kind of curiass was found, and used by children as 
a dung cart.
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facts of Roman possession ; but I venture to record the tradition of the 
existence of a castle in Churchfield in the neighbourhood, the stones of 
which some daemon carried away for the erection of Lancaster castle. 
Moreover, the twelve acres of land called Aglebey's were freed from all 
impost by an ancient king; but I fancy this to refer to Gilbert de Lancas 
ter, seneschal of that castle, who also had a fortress here at Mourchills, 
temp. John, which was destroyed by that monarch on account of his 
feudatory having joined the rebel barons.

To make myself intelligible during our further progress, I feel it neces 
sary to give a brief description of Pilling Moss, which comprises under 
that name, the mosses of Stalmine, Rawcliffe, &c. How was it formed, and 
when was its forest destroyed ? The numerous subterranean trees of huge 
oaks, yew and alder prostrated below the moss, especially on the south side, 
prove that a vast forest once existed here, as well as the present names of 
places, * Black-hill, Wood's-hill, Dunock, Alder-field, Hurst, &c.; but the 
cause of its destruction is not so clear; although we may pronounce the axe, 
fire, and the frequent surges of water to have been its chief enemies. A writer 
on Scottish mosses Fleming I think mentions Pilling Moss amongst those 
destroyed by the Romans as Hatfield was by Ostorius ou account of then- 
recesses affording refuge to the Britons. Severus, we know, on his march 
against the Caledonians, lost fifty thousand men in prosecuting such opera 
tions ; and who can venture to say that he did not march along the Sistan- 
tian agger and over the Wyre to the Furness causeway, when he recollects 
that that emperor's coins and those of his son Caracalla predominate 
among those found by the brick makers of Fleetwood. That Pilling forest 
was burnt down, the charred wood and stumps of trees every day attest, and 
the turf-cutter can prove. A portion of it, however, was destroyed by the 
action of floods. This may be accounted for in two ways. The higher 
stream of the Wyre, beyond the Shard, probably burst through the low 
lands adjacent to Rawcliffe Hall, into the valley of the present Pilling 
Moss : yea, Mr. ffrance of that place declares, that at comparatively little 
cost, he could again direct the river by that channel into the Broadfleet, 
 which empties itself into the sea at Pilling parsonage. But the water of

* These conical hills, with others, appear to have heen connected by a pathway beneath 
the peat, constructed with alder poles. Such paths are not uncommon, as atNateby, &c.
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the sea before the destruction of the forest was also poured into it from the 
north. Strange to say this tract of country is bisected by a circuitous and 
at times deeply indented ancient sea beach, now no less of course it varies 
 than five miles from the present low water mark, trending from between 
Presal and Stalmine at the base of some conical, isolated hills, occurring at 
intervals. There is no doubt of such a sea beach its vast bed of gravel, 
intermixed with shells, has for years supplied the highways with materials  
the silt to the north of the beach is different from the clay on the south of 
it; whilst nothing but underwood, or small trees, not charred, is found 
within the former, and beneath its silt a varying stratum of cockle shells. 
The other abounds with oaks, but discloses no similar fossil remains. The 
beach runs from Presal and Stalmiue by, or not far from, the base of Bone- 
hill, Cogie-hill, &c. Most of them possess fine springs of water and some 
afford verdant pasturage. Now between these hills, the sea made frequent, 
yet quiet irruptions into the forest; so that the ground being rendered 
morassy, the trees fell, and choking up all outlets, the formation of that 
moss commenced, which, for its boundless extent, has given rise to the 
proverb " God's grace and Pilling moss is endless !" But this generation 
may live to see the falsity of the saying 

" Once a wood, then a sea
Now a moss and e'er will be."

Mr. ffrauce of Rawcliffe Hall has already effected wonders, and a colony of 
black-headed gulls have made a many acred " oasis in deserto" by sowing the 
seeds of the Holcus lanatus, Poa pratensis, Anthoxanthum odoratum, Epilo- 
bium montanum, Eaiiunculus, Poimex acetosa, Lychnis floscuculi, Kuscus 
and Urtica, in place of the Agrostis and Erica. " Longum est iter per 
prsecepta, breve et efficax per exemplum."

At length I have arrived at my proposed object. It is along and adjacent 
to this sea beach, that I meet with many traces of the Romanized Britons, 
and by this also, I believe that a connection by land was held from the 
Wyre with Lancaster. Look at the verdant hill of Stalmine. Embosomed 
in wood, the Britons erected their huts upon it, feeding their herds on the 
low lands in summer and the high in winter; for Gildas says " Britain 
abounds with hills that are very convenient for the alternate pasture of 
herds." And they were merchants also, warriors horsemen and operatives, 
their chief being not unused to the luxuries of life. A few years ago, in

I
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Stalmine moss, beneath the peat, was discovered a Colum or wine strainer, 
(No. 1.) The metal of which it is made, is not brass, but a kind of pewter, 
or perhaps mimic silver of much lead and tin, incorporated with brass, 
which metal was known to the Komanized Britons. The circumference of 
the howl is sixteen inches and its depth upwards of two, the bottom being 
rounded. I cannot describe the beautiful figures in which the holes are 
arranged at the sides and bottom ; they are exquisite. The length of the 
handle is a little more than three inches. It is altogether a fine piece of 
workmanship, little damaged, considering its thinness and age. What a 
multitude of reflections does this wine strainer create ? Nero invented an 
improved one. Wine was introduced by the Eomans, though even to the 
days of Lucullus, they very seldom were able to regale themselves with the 
genuine article. Was real wine strained through it, or perry, cyder, me- 
theglin or some adulterated mixture, for such was early in use ? Did some 
Roman-British chief, or rich merchant reside here, or was the colum lost 
as it was being conveyed to Lancaster ?

Here too in Stalmine moss was found a wooden drinking bowl, hooped 
with two brass bands and having two handles. Its circumference is 16^ 
inches and depth 5}. Was it a wine cup, the fellow of the colum, or did 
the ambacton of the chief drink curmi out of it ? The spear head also of 
a warrior (No. 3,) was discovered, somewhere in this neighbourhood. The 
length of it is 5J- and the broadest part 2 inches. Beneath the loop is a 
hole for the purpose of fastening the shaft, when inserted in the socket. 
These remains are in the possession of C. Bourne, Esq., of Stalmine But 
the greatest treasure disclosed here was taken out of a ditch by Richard 
Fairclough. It consists of an anvil, scissors or shears and many thin plates 
of brass. And the greatest curiosity is a brass stirrup, of good workman 
ship. I cannot describe it so well as an engraving; so I send you a full-sized 
sketch of it. (Nos. 3 and 4.) Is it Roman? In British coins the horse 
men are without a saddle; but the Romans introduced it, as appears from 
its latin name, sedile. It seems from Major's note in Adams' Roman Anti 
quities, that the conquerors of the world used it not at an early period of 
their power, for he says " The Equites, though of superior grade, were 
but of little military importance : without saddles and stirrups, as a fulcrum 
for reaction, the Roman horse soldiers could never exert half their force. 
They frequently dismounted in order to take a more decided part in the 
engagement." But is it Roman ?
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I must proceed, however, to give an account of other antiquities ; though 
I can adduce no positive proofs of earlier occupation of the remote section of 
our country, than by Romanized Britons, unless the glass-adders, mentioned 
in my last paper, be accepted as one, which I fear cannot; for the con 
querors Romanized the Britons and the conquered Britonized the Romans, 
at least as far as regarded their religion and superstitions, thus demonstrat 
ing the unsatisfying theology of both people. We crossed the Wyre by 
the Lower Ford ; but the Higher one, as well as Aldwath, is nearer to a 
most singular pathway of which I send you a section, (No. 5) that crossed 
the mosses of Rawcliffe, Stalrnine and Pilling to the ancient sea beach, 
near Scronka. It is known by the name of Danes' Pad and not by that of 
Kate's, as Mr. Banister's paper before the Archteological Society states, and 
as I myself was formerly led to suppose. There are two paths, and I have 
the best authority for saying so in Mr. Taylor, who was 105 years old, 
and Mr. Clarkson, who substantiates the fact by a circumstance that oc 
curred 70 years ago. Tradition tells us that Kate's pad, a mere ridge of 
turf, a township boundary, was made by two ladies in order to obtain snuff 
with expedition from Lancaster; of the other, both tradition and history 
are silent. The Dane's Pad is formed of riven oak trees, laid upon sleepers, 
through which by square holes the planks are staked into the ground. 
Sometimes it is composed of one huge tree, at others of two or three, and 
its width varies from 20 inches to something more. It has been traced by 
Mr. Banister and myself for a mile and a-half into the interior of the 
moss ; but to pass over this sullen desolation it will have to run about the 
same distance farther. Who were its architects ? Some will have it, that 
it was made either by the monks of Cocker-sand Abbey or St. Mary's, 
Lancaster. But for what purpose could the former make it ? They had no 
property beyond it, their Grange of Pilling lying on the east side of it. 
The monks of St. Mary's have a better claim. In 1300 we read, that a 
quarrel about the right of way was adjusted between the monks of St. 
Mary's, and Sir Adam de Banister, when permission was granted by the 
Baron, for their wains, &c., to pass through his lands in Singleton by 
Aldwath, and through Thornton by the Ford of Bulk. Neither wains nor 
horses could ever traverse Danes' Pad the thing is utterly impossible. 
We have moreover authority to affirm that the monks effected such works. 
Egelwick, abbot of Croyland, made for the ease of travellers, as saith

1
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Ingulphus, through the midst of a vast forest and of most deep fens, a 
causeway of wood and sand after his own name, called Elerick road, which 
at this day is not to be seen. But these arguments satisfy neither Dr. 
Johnson the antiquarian of Lancaster nor myself. And a visit to the spot 
a few days ago with Mr. Banister and that gentleman, strengthened my 
former opinion of its age. Such a road as the Danes' Pad, we are told by 
the Rev. Mr. Tait, ran across the moss of Kilcardine, and he mentions 
facts to prove that there is no doubt of its Roman origin. Look at the 
solid deposit of peat, which lies upon the Danes' pad to upwards of two 
yards. Consider the number of vast oaks that would be required to furnish 
sleepers, piles and planks to bridge over three miles. Where would the 
monks get such a supply, and how immense the labour to have dug them 
out of the impassable morass ? That vast deposit of peat, too, must have 
been formed in comparatively recent times, if that path was the work of 
churchmen. No that pad, fairly scooped with traffic, was made through 
the solitude of a dense, but swampy forest, or immediately after its destruc 
tion, whilst the trees were exposed. It lies on a peaty substance, a mere 
trifle above the stumps of trees' adjoining it, and which have been purposely 
cut down. But the Roman-British remains in Stalmine moss, which it 
bisects, must satisfy us as to its origin, unless we be very sceptical indeed. 
In its very line was discovered the instrument numbered 6. It is of steel 
or iron, a metal then dearer than brass, hooked at each end, which is pointed 
and the middle of it is ornamented, as you perceive, on each side of a 
smooth square, through which is a hole. Its length is 1£ inch. Is it a 
fibula, an improvement on the spina of the Germans ?* At the supposed 
terminus of this pad is a field completely full of holes, called by Mr. 
Thompson, the owner, Penny holes, because the labourers, he says, had a 
penny a piece for the making of them, hundreds of years ago, to cultivate 
the moss with their clay. There are those who venture to say, that they 
were used like the penpits of Somersetshire near Wincanton, for places of 
refuge by the Britons; but this is an antiquarian guess. Following the 
course of the beach under and about Bone-hill we meet with many remains 
on the ancient shore, all buried in the silt. But I will particularise two 
arrow heads and another spear that lay not far distant from a dozen, of

* It resembles more the central portion of a Danish " Sing for the hair." H.
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what may be called shafts, which taper to a point I call them shafts, be 
cause they had been worked by a tool. Here too was discovered the battle 
axe (No. 7), which is well worthy of note for its beauty and peculiarity of 
shape. It is of pale brass, mked with much lead or tin, and flat. It 
weighs 23 oz., and is in length 7^- inches ; whilst at the one end the breadth 
of it is 4£ inches the other is only 1J. The thickest part is f of an inch in 
the middle ; but it tapers to sharpness at both ends. Mr. Planche gives a 
print of a similar one, with the exception of its not being partially fluted 
as Mr. Banister's is. He calls it an Irish battle axe, and Sir Walter Scott 
says, that it was used with a handle grasping it about the middle. Might it 
not have been made for the purpose of hollowing boats ?

Here also in the neighbourhood of the ancient sea beach, I flatter myself 
that I have discovered the foundations or rather the floor of a line of British 
hovels. At the bottom of the peat and below the blue silt many feet deep, 
some labourers met with a regular pavement of stones of some extent; for 
they told me that they found it at different places, but always in the same 
line and running in a direction with the beach. They of course called it a 
Danes' pad the solution of every mystery but Mr. Whitaker mentions 
a similar kind of pavement from 30 to 40 feet in Manchester, and ascribes 
to it the same use as I have done to the one on Pilling moss. Had the 
Komanized-Britons a residence here on this solitary spot, which was flanked 
by the gloom of the forest and fronted by the quietly shrinking water of the 
sea ? If so, I will call them hunters; for not far distant Mr. Banister dis 
covered the produce of the chase. In the very same deposit with the pave 
ment, and on the deep stratum of cockle shells, which we meet at intervals 
all over this old domain of the sea, he disclosed a great collection of the 
bones and horns some of which were affixed to the head of the rein-deer, 
all huddled together, as if thrown aside after the flesh had been devoured. 
Mr. Bannister, however, asks were not these horns cast together by the 
tidal waters, as single ones are throughout Thornton Marsh and many other 
low tracts in the country ?

But we must onwards to Crimbles, a town mentioned in the Doomsday 
survey. Here also at Billy Johnson's Cogie hill Winmarly, was dug up 
in a field an oak box, fastened together with pins of the same wood, out of 
which was taken a great collection of celts, arrow heads, and some most 
singular brass tubes. The small celt I sent to Dr. Hume was one of the
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number. These reliques are in the possession of John Wilson Patten, 
Esq., M.P.

By a more careful research many more antiquities might be discovered, 
and will be ; for curiosity is now excited, so that the brass Palstab, that was 
formerly taken to the blacksmith and sold for old metal, will henceforth be 
preserved for the inspection of antiquarians: indeed, already a fictitious 
and superstitious value is put upon it. And the more Pilling moss is cul 
tivated, the more shall we be enabled to prove that there was a dense popu 
lation about the Harbour of Lancaster, and that Palgrave was right in 
asserting, that such was the case from Stratliclyde to the north bank of the 
Kibble. Moreover, if there be any doubts now, that a communication was 
held with Wyre and Lancaster by the Danes' Pad, along the ancient sea 
beach to Crimbles, and thence to the Roman agger near Ashton park 
corner, where the mythic Leo and Virgo were discovered in 1794, and a 
milliare in 1811, and with the oval encampment at Burrow these doubts 
will be dissipated by a closer personal inspection. In the meantime, let 
none deny without such observation, the possibility of the retreat of the 
tide from so great a domain. Such things are well attested, and if the 
Lune, as is well known, has shrunk northward towards Cocker-sand Abbey 
to the distance of nearly a mile in 70 years, why should we doubt, that 
during or previous to the time of the Romans it ran near the beach under 
the base of Bone-hill, &c., that skirted the forest of Pilling I call it by 
the modern name, though the domain and village of Pilling had then no 
existence, except perchance as quaggy meols and inhospitable sands ?

But discover we nothing in this remote section of our island that speaks 
of the habits of its ancient occupiers ? At the bottom of the peat in the 
vicinity of the Danes' Pad was found a wooden triangle, much charred, and 
somewhat similar to those used by gypsies. It was standing upright, just as 
it had been left. Here we learn that its owners were wont to cook their pro 
visions under the open arch of heaven, in the vicinity of their dwellings, 
under the shade of their oaks; still retaining their primitive habits, or 
perchance we see the resting-place of the hunters of the red deer, &c., 
though many of the bones we discover were washed down by the floods of 
the Lune and the Wyre from the mountainous ridge that separated the 
Sistantii from the Brigantes. We gather too from the cultivation of flax  
bunches of which are met with in the peat that the inhabitants of the
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forest and hills, which bisect it, were no longer clothed in skins, but in 
robes of linen fastened to their persons by such a fibula as we have named. 
Nor trod they the ground unshod; the sandal of untanned skin, taken from 
the adjoining moss of St. Michael's, proves that their feet were protected 
by mocassins, similar to those worn by the Indians. We may fancy also 
that we hear the echo of the stroke on the anvil ring through the forest; 
whilst the fires of the saltmakers shoot forth their bright flames from be 
neath pans of brass, which, being filled with saline particles that cake the 
shore in summer, and beaten out of one solid lump, resemble those found 
in the moss near Blackpool. That salt will season the bread, which is pre 
paring in yonder quern, the fac-simile of the one taken out of the moss of 
Marton by Dr. Moore. But let us wander to some creek and unmoor a 
skin coracle, and launch into the beautiful bay of the Wyre. How frail is 
its structure, and how exactly the same with those fished out of Marton 
Mere : and this twisted rope of rushes might have been a portion of the 
cable which moored them to the shore. I have seen portions of such im 
bedded in the peat. The business of the port is an every-day scene ; but 
I could linger for ever to admire those galleys to watch the landing of 
yonder legions, and to pity the slaves driven along the Danes' pad to the 
place of embarkation. And those horsemen and warriors, how splendid 
they look as the bright celt glitters in the thong which suspends it from the 
Briton's shoulder, and whilst he clashes his spear against his shield. But 
meet we with no traces of their religion and superstition ? In those fire 
broken stones we see signs of the Beltain, the counterpart of our Teanla 
fires. Most probably on these cairns the natives worshipped the sun and 
moon, perhaps not so magnificently as they were honoured at the Roman 
emporium of Eibchester, under the personification of Minerva Belisama, 
but as ardently.

The horn is sounding from Presal-hill and the sentinel of the mound is 
striking his shield, so let me detain you no longer except to say that I fancy 
I have proved, what I undertook. I have attempted to refute no arguments 
of those antiquarians who have placed the Harbour of Lancaster any where 
eke, except on the Wyre : neither have I tried to shew, how that position 
agrees with the site of Ptolemy's Sistantian Harbour. I have been satisfied 
 with stating facts, on which I ground my claim for fixing it at Bergerode. 
There is no rival to compete for the honour with it, save Kirkham, which

1
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town, though it have no agger to the Neb of the Naze, yet perchance may 
have been approached by the channel of the brook Dow ; and Ivirkham, it 
must be allowed, is the exact distance of Richard of Cirencester's 23 miles 
from Rerigonium; but either at Kirkham or on the Wyre we may safely 
infer from the many remains at both places and throughout the Fylde, that 
the Romanized Britons were, the principal occupiers of Mill-hill station at 
the former, as well as Pilling forest and the neighbouring heights of the 
latter.

II. ACCWNT OF THE ANCIENT CUSTOM OF ELECTING A MOCK MAYOR 

IN NEWCASTLE-UNDEB-LY.NE.

By Joseph Mayer, Esq., F.S.A.

Some of the old customs of our forefathers are interesting to us, as 
affording curious illustrations of their habits, manners, and costume. In 
the one now before us, we have probably a remnant of such scenes as were 
enacted near 300 years ago, and a proof of their unconquerable determina 
tion to assert their rights during a long series of years, when the people 
had only the semblance of justice, and "might" often " overcame right."

In the early part of the reign of Henry the Second, the King granted a 
Charter (or rather confirmed a much earlier one) of Incorporation to the 
Borough of Newcastle-under-Lyme, which was held as a form for subse 
quent Charters granted to various towns, amongst -which is the town of 
Preston in Lancashire, where the Burghers are allowed " the same liberties 
and free customs which I have given and granted to my Burgesses of New 
castle-under-Lyme." On the 18th of May, 1590, Queen Elizabeth, in the 
33nd year of her reign, granted the first governing Charter to the town, 
with power of hanging and gibbeting, and independence of the county 
court; and along with it was a confirmation of the right of the " Burgesses" 
to elect a Mayor; but this privilege was shortly afterwards usurped by the 
members of the Corporation, and confined to their own body. By this means 
the Burgesses were deprived of the power of exercising their chartered rights ; 
and finding their attempts to recover their privileges ineffectual, they de 
termined to cast an odium upon the ceremony of election, yet in some 
measure to retain the semblance of their rights, by electing a " Mock Mayor"
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At this ceremony every act was a burlesque 011 the corporate election ; it 
took place in the following manner. After the election and proclamation 
of the Mayor had taken place at the Town-hall, by the self-elected " Alder 
man" and " Free Burgesses," and they and their friends had retired, the 
Burgesses assembled at the Market-cross, and having proclaimed that the 
functions of the late Mayor had ceased, they set about electing a new one, 
with all the form and fashion of legal instrumentality. The new Mayor 
having been formally proposed, was duly elected by acclamation, in which 
deliberation and decision none but Burgesses were allowed to participate. 
Then followed a eulogy on their late (popular) Mayor, stating the superla 
tive excellencies of his demeanour, charity, and forbearance, contrasting 
them with the arrogance and tyranny of the usurper ; the whole finishing 
with a proclamation of the newly-elected chief magistrate.

This ceremony was annually gone through for a period of more than 230 
years, and so annoying was it to the corporate dignities, that, in some 
instances, his " Mock" "Worship was put into the stocks, as a punishment 
for the share he took in the burlesque scenes, which were often very cutting 
and exhibited a great deal of rancour and ill-feeling.

The accompanying print is a view of the ceremony as it took place on the 
39th of October, 1833, after the Freemen had regained their privileges by 
a long and vexatious action at law against the self-elect Corporation. They 
thereby obtained a confirmation of their old Charter, and by a unanimous 
voice elected Samuel Mayer, Esq., of Thistleberry, to occupy the civic 
chair as the first of the new regime. So firmly had the custom become 
established, that although the people had a Mayor of their own choice, and 
consequently had no longer any occasion for the burlesque, still they loved 
the fun it created, and as usual assembled in solemn conclave around the 
Market-cross.

The following is a detailed account of the procedure, and an explanation 
of the accompanying print: 

" His Mock Worship was, with all the gravity befitting such an occasion, 
summoned, by the shrill sound of a Nanny-goat's horn, to appear before his 
brother-townsmen, and show cause why always provided if he had any 
objection to that most-devoutedly-to-be-desired and that most glorious and 
honourable elevation to the state of Mayor of the Borough, with all the
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customary privileges of getting drunk, and fining himself publicly as an 
example, &c. Then, with great stateliness of step, and severe magisterial 
countenance, some well-beloved fellow-townsman was conducted to the top 
step, and there invested with those most becoming and costly robes of 
state, and that magic wand of office, so capable of doing justice, on the 
person whose head it knocked. After this, the Mayor elect introduced his 
better half, the Mayoress, to the admiring multitude, whilst she, on her own 
part, acknowledged the high honour conferred on her husband and herself.

" His Worship having commanded silence to be observed, the Town-crier, 
with the usual preliminaries of bell-ringing, &c., read the following 
proclamation : 

" 0 yes ! O yes ! 0 yes ! This is to give Notice, First, that, by the advice 
of my Beadle, Mace-bearers, and Bum-bailiffs, I do hereby declare and 
proclaim that it shall be lawful for any man or set of men to put their hands 
into their breeches pockets if there be their purses and give and pay over 
to our exchequer any sum less than one hundred guineas, that shall seem 
to him or them fit, in order that we may drink his or their jolly good health 
in a quart of ale a-piece, for which we, as well on our part as on yours, 
promise him or them the distinguished honour of three huzzas, and may 
they live to do the like again next year.

" Secondly, That we, after mature consideration, do allow any grocer  
so he doeth it handsomely and pleasantly to his own feelings the never- 
to-be-appreciated and valuable privilege (which must be thought a sufficient 
reward unto him and his children for ever,) of giving unto our revenue col 
lectors, as much tobacco as he pleases; provided always, and it is hereby 
declared, that the amount must not exceed one hundred weight, but shall, at 
the same time, be enough to serve all the old women, as well as our worthy 
selves.

" Thirdly, That Morgan, the pipe-maker, as his hereditary right, which 
we hereby acknowledge, may, if he likes, furnish us with saggar pipes to 
smoke the aforesaid tobacco with; in consideration whereof, we pledge our 
honour (here two squeaks from the Nanny-goat's horn,) that nobody else 

shall.

"Fourthly, Our worthy Mayor giveth notice, and commandeth that all 
canting, backbiting, gin-drinking women be brought before him, that he
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may punish them with the Bridle,* kept by him for that purpose; and he 
recommendeth his brother freemen to eat plenteously of roast-beef and 
plum-pudding, to gain which they must work more and drink less ; and 
further, that all persons found drunk in the streets after this notice will be 
put in the stocks for one hour and thirteen minutes.

" Fifthly, and lastly, We do hereby say, as commanded by our beloved 
wife, for the benefit of all young maidens, (after painful experience on our 
own part,) that it is better to be married than single ; and in proof of our 
firm conviction of the same, we do thus publicly declare, sign, and seal this 
our proclamation with a kiss.

"A long flourish on the Nanny-goat's horn at the close of this per 
formance, after which the procession formed, and, with her ladyship 
enthroned on a donkey, his Worship and the " goodlie companie" marched 
through the principal streets of the town, collecting the revenue for a 
jollification at the Market-cross in the evening.

" God save the King, the Mayor, and the People."

DESCRIPTION OF THE CHARACTERS.

His Worship is arrayed in a calf-skin tunic, fastened with a skewer 
round the neck, a black Staffordshire bull's hide for a gown, and a sheep 
skin wig. In his dexter hand he holds his wand of office, and his civic 
chain and glass are represented by horses' manes and the prison-door key, 
the latter emblematical of the reign of Bailiffs.

His Worship is supported on the right hand by the Town-clerk, a person 
of very knowing look, and quite alive to the tricks of the law, as is fully 
indicated by the expressive position of his left thumb. Under his other 
arm he holds the Charter of the Borough, which the good Burgesses, fear 
ing parchment would not be lasting enough, have inscribed on a hide of 
leather. On the left side is the Bum-bailiff, alias Head Constable, with 
his truncheon, about to dislodge a sweep, who in return is about to powder 
his Worship's wig with his soot bag. The two figures right and left

* A relic of ancient barbarity, made of a piece of iron, which went over the head and 
across the nose, to which was attached a small flat piece, that was put in the mouth and 
held down the tongue. It was also called a Srank. See Plate 5 in the Proceedings, 
Volume II.
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are Mace-bearers, as seen by the splendid cabbages which they carry; and 
the Bellman, in his Phrygian cap and shaggy skin dress, is reading the 
proclamation.

In the foreground is the Lady Mayoress on her Egyptian palfrey, which 
some school lads, with their clouting ropes,* are ungallantly making to 
wince, with the hope of throwing the good lady from her seat. The old 
man on the left of the foreground is Billy Puukey, a well-known, harmless, 
idiotic character, who always made himself busy in keeping back the people 
from crowding too much into the august presence of his Worship. Near 
him stands a fine old woman in the picturesque costume of the district; 
and around are nearly all the members of the legal Corporation, and several 
gentlemen of the town, enjoying the burlesque,

The peculiarities of costume have so long been recognised as of historical 
interest, that I need not recite the many authorities in support of it; and 
I have merely added the few illustrations given here, as an adjunct to the 
scene we have in the " Mock Mayor," where are the whole of the hats and 
caps here represented. They were sketched from the actual ones worn in 
1883. There will be easily traced the early Saxon hat, continued in the 
same form to the present day.

The use of hats is of a very early date, though I do not find any amongst 
the Egyptian sculptures ; but the Greeks wore them, especially the Dorians, 
and probably they were used as early as the age of Homer. Also, with the 
Athenians we find them on the Elgin marbles. Although the Romans did 
not use them generally, yet at sacrifices and public festivals they wore a 
bonnet or cap ; and this being only permitted to freemen, part of the cere 
mony of manumitting a slave consisted in putting one of these caps on his 
head. But on journeys, the Romans were accustomed to wear a hat called 
petcuus, with a wide brim to screen them from the sun.

In the middle ages, the hat and cap were worn generally, and it is re 
corded that Charles VII. of France wore a hat of felt on his triumphant 
entry into Rouen in 1440 ; but hats of that material, and of the form given

* In all the public schools of the town, on this day, the door was barred and locked 
against the teachers; and both boys and girls claimed an exemption from work, which is 
probably a remnant of the saturnalia of the Roman ages.
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in these wood-cuts, were worn in England long before that time. And such 
continue the principal covering for the head amongst the poorer people, 
male and female, until the present day.

III. CONCLUDING ADDRESS.

By the Rev. A. Hume, D.C.L., LL.D.,

HONOBABY SBCBKTABY.

At the close not only of a session, but of the first cycle of the society's 
operations, it is natural, and in some respects necessary, to say a few words 
respecting our progress thus far. At the close of a term of three years, 
the members and the public have had an opportunity of judging how far 
the original promises have been fulfilled. They have seen the nature and 
amount of the matter which has been produced for their edification. They 
have seen the number of the labourers; and they have thus some means 
of judging how far the removal of one or two individuals would interfere 
with the movements of the machine. They are also able to form some 
opinion respecting the subjects which yet require elucidation, and in re 
ference to the permanent usefulness of the society.

There are some societies whose infancy is never seen, but which start into 
mature manhood. Long and careful preparations have been made; their first 
efforts, which appear to be put forth in one year, have really grown slowly 
through several; and a decline is inevitable as soon aa the capital is ex 
hausted, and they are reduced to the regular fruits of their sessional industry. 
Other societies, like our own, commence under some disadvantages. They 
are told that the line of inquiry is too narrow that there are few who 
cultivate the subjects that the material for investigation is not abundant  
that it is impossible to interest a sufficient number in the pursuits. In our 
case, we had to make ourselves known gradually in two large and populous 
shires, and that is yet only partially done ; we had to ascertain who were 
the best qualified to write on particular subjects, and to satisfy all that our 
efforts would be made in an earnest spirit and in good faith. The follow 
ing analysis, which it has been necessary to complete hastily since entering 
the meeting, is interesting to contemplate.
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The number of ordinary Members is at present 302, with 13 honorary mem 
bers ; most of the latter being gentlemen -who are prominently connected with 
similar societies in various parts of the United Kingdom. The proportion 
of resident to non-resident members remains almost the same as before  
about one-half being within the Liverpool post delivery, and the other half 
being scattered over the two counties. This is an unusually large number of 
non-resident members to be connected with a provincial society, or, indeed, 
with any one whose members are not usually designated by initial letters, 
During the present session, we have enrolled 16 ordinary members, of whom 
7 are resident, and 9 are scattered over the countiy. It should not he for 
gotten that this is the first session in which the full entrance fee of £1 Is. 
has been charged; so that, even if the exciting topics of the autumn and the 
spring had not combined to draw attention from us, our candidates for admis 
sion would naturally have been fewer than usual. It is evident that, if we 
seek to enlist candidates for membership from our own town, the meetings 
must be increased in frequency or in attractions; if, on the contrary, we seek 
to secure those from a distance, we. must endeavour to give even greater 
satisfaction, by the size and character of our annual volume. Both objects 
and both lines of duty are quite compatible. It may not be out of place to 
mention, that of the new members, five are the Chief Magistrates in their 
respective boroughs, and that two or three other mayors have rendered 
good service to the society during the present session.

The Donations to the society have embraced books, pamphlets, drawings, 
illustrative prints, antiquities, curiosities, and miscellaneous articles of a very 
varied character. They have included about 173 articles, from 29 separate 
individuals of whom it is important to remark that nine are not members 
of the society. The volumes include the proceedings, transactions, and 
other publications of twelve learned societies of the United Kingdom, with 
all of which, as well as with others like them, we maintain fraternal re 
lations. Some of the donations have been very valuable, especially those 
from the Royal Irish Academy, the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, 
and the Society of Antiquaries, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

The articles Exhibited at the meetings have also been very numerous, as 
they have embraced about 260 objects of the most varied character, from 17 
individuals, of whom five are not members of the society. This is an inter 
esting fact, and one which ought to have brought with it a due amount of
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instruction. Yet, for my part, I have been pained, as well as gratified, at 
witnessing the number and variety of the articles exhibited. There is not 
time to dwell upon each minute object, to explain its nature and uses, or its 
relations to important subjects of inquiry. In the general business of a meet 
ing, it is sometimes as much as we can do to record and enumerate correctly 
the articles which are suddenly produced, and hurriedly passed round among 
the gentlemen present. Would it not be well, therefore, to require in 
future that articles for exhibition be forwarded to the curator a day or two 
before the meeting at which they are expected to appear ? There would 
thus be ample leisure to prepare detailed descriptions of them and drawings 
when necessary. One important consequence of this arrangement would 
be, that the instruction would not be confined to those present at the 
meeting : the descriptions and illustrations, being printed, would interest 
all members, non-resident as well as domestic. Would it not be well, in like 
manner, to occupy a miscellaneous evening occasionally with descriptions 
of the objects already in our possession ? Many are of extreme interest, 
but their importance is in a great measure yet unknown. When our 
collection has been formally opened, the facilities for acquiring or imparting 
information will be greatly increased.

During the eight meetings of the present session no fewer than nine 
teen formal communications or Papers have been read, of which so 
many as six were by gentlemen totally unconnected with the society. 
This last is a fact of great importance, as the intellectual instruction 
of the society is not limited to the acquirements of its own members. 
In many societies of a similar kind, the instructions are confined to a 
few members of the council, while of the society at large the mind is not 
exercised. This is especially the case where public reputation or public 
confidence in a society is wanting.

By the decision of the council, the volume for this session will be issued 
complete. This will be a great convenience to those who would not be at 
the trouble to have it formally bound. It may be noticed incidentally, 
that the number of illustrations in it will make it not unworthy of the 
companionship of its predecessors; one of our officers, to whom we are 
under many obligations, contributing no fewer than ten or twelve plates 
for the illustration of his own portion of the letter-press.
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On examining the kind of papers that have been read during the 
three sessions, it will be seen that they are very varied. Not only do 
they refer to different eras in our history, they refer to different subjects ; 
and almost every topic noticed in our original prospectus has met with 
attention, some of them several times. But it is right to mention that this 
regular distribution of matter is the effect of accident, not of design. We 
have yet taken no pains to secure the representation of all our subjects, 
and to avoid the unpleasantness of redundancy on some and deficiency 
on others. Now, it appears to me that we ought to do this, otherwise our 
inquiries will have a tendency to act in only one or two directions, to the 
neglect of others. Indeed, this effect has already been produced. It has been 
assumed, not only by strangers, but by some of ourselves, that our inquiries 
are exclusively of an archaeological or antiquarian character; and some 
gentlemen who would gladly have sought a connexion with us have kept 
aloof, from the supposed narrowness of our basis. Now it is important to 
correct an impression so erroneous. We embrace every subject in which 
the historian is supposed to take an interest in short, every local subject 
which is worthy of a permanent record; and, therefore, many topics which 
are only remotely or not at all connected with archseology, are minutely re 
lated to us.

The original Prospectus enumerated eleven heads in the field of 
inquiry, which I will venture to group and classify by their numbers, 
thus : 

I. Archeology,
\. Historic Documents. 
2. Antiquities. 
7. Church Registers. 
9. Military Antiquities.

II. General Literature.
3. Genealogy and Biography. 
6. Costumes, Customs, and Traditions. 

10. Topographical Descriptions.

III. Architecture.
4. Architecture and the Fine Arts, including certain details of 

topography, and ecclesiastical or domestic antiquities.
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TV. Science.
5. Natural History.

V. Miscellaneous.
8. Trade, Commerce, and Inventions. 

11. Parliamentary Papers.

Now, it so happens that all or most of these subjects are embraced by some of 
the other societies which exist in this town; one giving its attention mainly to 
architecture, and another to general literature, natural history, and miscel 
laneous subjects. As a natural consequence of the lines of inquiry coinciding, 
papers of the same kind are read at several societies, and papers of certain 
other kinds are read at none of them. It has even happened, on several 
occasions, that the same paper has been read at different societies. To 
remedy these and similar anomalies, a union of two or more societies has 
been suggested, on a plan which would concentrate and systematise the 
researches, both of the district, and of the town.

To show how this arrangement would be likely to work, I shall sup 
pose a case. The Architectural and Archseological Society numbers 
about 120 members, and the Historic Society more than 300. If only 
these two united, there would be a large and respectable society with at 
least 400 Fellows. Among the varied acquirements of so large a number, 
many of them men of distinction, it would be easy to keep up a varied suc 
cession of papers, so as to occupy not eight evenings of a session, but 
twenty-four.

Again, the payment of the members of the Architectural Society is at 
present a guinea a year; and if we were to adopt the same charge for our 
resident members, there would be an income of more than £330 a year. 
One-third of this might be devoted to the publication and illustration of the 
Proceedings; one-third to the maintenance of the library and museum; 
and the remaining third to the working of the society, including rent, (if 
necessary), the printing and delivery of circulars, tea and coffee at meetings, 
and the salary of an assistant secretary. It is certain, however, that a large 
number of gentlemen, who do not feel that any of the present societies are 
sufficiently deserving of their attention, would gladly join, so that the 
standing number of Fellows would probably never fall below 500. I have 
supposed that a distinction would be made between the resident and the
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non-resident; for it is evident that those who only receive the proceed 
ings, and who rarely visit town, should not be charged the same annual 
subscription as those who can attend the meetings, and make a ready use 
of the library and museum.

The collection of the society is not yet laid out, but the council 
have not been negligent on that subject. Our honorary Curator, 
having lately removed his valuable private collection, is appropriating 
a portion of his own house to the use of the society; and in the course 
of a week or two it will be available to the members. No situation could 
be more central, or in general more suitable; and it is only necessary 
to add that iu this new kindness which Mr. Mayer renders to the society, 
the suggestion and the accomplishment are exclusively his own. The ap 
propriation of a fixed sum annually to this department, in addition to the 
donations received from time to time, would soon give us a collection of 
great interest, and one that would be eminently instructive. To the 
resident members the advantages of the suggested extension would be 
great, in the increase of meetings, .the arrangement of subjects, and the 
certainty of return in publications, as well as in the increased accommo 
dation at the meetings, and the facilities for inquiry at other times. To the 
country members there would be an increase of benefits, without any 
increase of subscription. To all, there would be an elevated literary tone, 
which would soon be felt and acknowledged in a town where it is not less 
needed than in any similar spot of the British Isles.


