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It alleges descent of Bradshaw of Haigh/row Mabell Noreis wife of Sir 
William Bradshaw; and the subsequent descent of Harrington of Wolfage 
in Brixworth, Northamptonshire, from Mabell, Lady Harrington, stated, in 
this MS., to have been daughter of Sir William Bradshaw of Haigh, 
descendant from Sir William and Mabell Lady Bradshaw above mentioned, 
and an elder brother of Hugh Bradshaw, continuer of the male line of 
that house now represented by the Earl of Balcarres as its hen* general.

The further descent of the Harringtons is brought down to the eleven 
co-heirs of Sir James Harrington, of whom Clemence was the wife of Henry 
Norres of Speke, Esq., in the time of Henry VIII.

Sir William adds his opinion that Norres of Speke selected that portion of 
the sub-divided Harrington estates which contained the manor of Blackrod, 
" on account of its having been, antiently, the property of the family." 
Other remarks were made on the pedigrees of Bradshaw of Marple, and 
an Irish branch of Brooke of Leighton.

III. DESCRIPTION OF LYDIATE HALL. 

By William John Roberts, Esq.

Some account of Lydiate manor in the parish of Halsall, of its manorial 
lords, and especially of its ruined Chapel, is already recorded in the papers 
of the Society. In continuation of the subject we shall attempt to describe 
their manorial residence.

Lydiate Hall is situated, like most of the houses of our ancient gentry, 
in a low and secluded situation. It is placed on a level tract of country in 
several parts well wooded ; and commands a view to the south-west of the 
sand hills that bound the Irish sea, and of the Carnarvonshire mountains 
in the extreme distance. On the north-east, Olive's hills, in the adjoining 
parish of Aughton, bound the prospect, the monotony of which is relieved 
by the spire of the Church in the distance.

The present edifice was erected or enlarged by Lawrence Ireland, the 
founder of the chapel, son of Thomas Ireland of Lydiate, son of Sir John 
Ireland of Hutt and Hale, descended from Sir John Ireland who was 
interred at Hale in the year 1088. This ancient and wide-spread family, 
a branch of which was seated at Bewsey near Warrington, numbered among 
its alliances the principal families in this part of the county, viz.: those of 
Stanley, Molyneux, Holland, Torbock, Bold, Atherton, Hesketh, Norres,
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Scarisbrick and Blundell. Of these, only those of Molyueux and Hesketh 
are represented by direct descendants ; the others by collateral branches.

Lawrence Ireland flourished during the era celebrated as the age of 
research and dawn of the reformation, which gave an impetus not only to 
classical and theological studies, but also to science and the arts. While 
the former were adorned by the talents and critical acumen of the master 
spirits of the age, who produced effects that will long be felt, the latter 
were cultivated by the genius of Bray, Hylmer and others. Architecture and 
Sculpture assumed new features ; and the Hall at Lydiate affords evidence 
that its possessor felt their influence and cultivated their acquaintance.

The ancient Hall is erected on a basement of stone, and consists of 
timber framed in perpendicular, horizontal and angular lines, arranged in 
quatrefoil and other panels. The interstices are filled with plaster, pro 
ducing with the gables and their decayed hip-knobs, a picturesque combina 
tion of forms. Prior to the year 1760, when it was in a more perfect state, 
it presented a fine specimen of the domestic architecture of the mediseval 
age : a part of the north side and east front, with the principal entrance, 
was then standing. Subsequently, in consequence of the roof being 
dilapidated, they were taken down ; by order of that munificent patron of 
the fine arts, the late Henry Blundell, Esq., of Ince Blundell. This event 
he ever afterwards deeply regretted.

The original plan was that of a quadrangle, the buildings enclosing a 
spacious court. The present remains consist of the west and part of the 
north and south sides, giving it the air and effect of a centre with two 
wings. The dilapidations of the latter have been tastelessly restored with 
brickwork. In each angle of the centre there are projecting compart 
ments with gables. The basement storey is lighted by a continuous series 
of windows, which extend its full length, and also pass round the projecting 
part of the building. In the south-west angle, above these, runs a line of 
of quatrefoil panels, on which rest the chamber windows. In the projec 
tion of the north-west angle is the entrance. It has been modernised, by 
covering with pilasters and panels, the oak-moulded and chamfered jambs 
and the lintels. Above the centre of the arch are carved the initials F. A. 
and on a shield the arms of Anderton are carved and emblazoned; sable, 
three shackle bolts argent. Within the arch is the date 1744 ; and the 
initials F. A. are repeated. From the porch the passage leads to a door in 
the west front.
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Ori the left hand is the entrance to the tu .. The architraves of the 
doorway consist of fine deep-sunk mouldings, with spandrils enriched with 
shields, on which are carved the initials L. I. for Lawrence Ireland, the 
founder of the Chapel and the restorer of the mansion. The beautiful 
features of the Hall have been destroyed by subsequent alterations, plaster 
partitions having been placed longitudinally and across, to form a passage, 
and apartments connected with the Kitchen and Buttery. In the former 
is the original stone fire-place of ample dimensions ; with moulded stone 
jambs and head. In the centre, above its flat arch, there is a shield ; but 
the character of the whole mantle piece is nearly effaced, by accumulated 
coats of white-wash.

The oak ceiling is a fine specimen of the work of the period It is 
divided into panels by four large and beautiful moulded beams, which cross 
the Hall and rest on trusses against the wall. Two similar ones run 
longitudinally ; and within the compartments thus formed smaller beams 
cross them. The walls are wainscotted with two heights of panels ; the 
lower is plain, the upper is enriched with napkin panels. Above these, 
the Hall is lighted on the east or what was the court side, by the continuous 
line of windows already described, and other windows to the west. On 
that side, at the south or upper end of the Hall, there has been an em 
bayed window, the design and mouldings of the opening into which are of 
careful execution. At this point running across the Hall, was the Dais ; 
where formerly stood the high table. The wall is covered with panelling, 
with a cornice from which springs a canopy, containing two series of 
panels. At the intersection of the mouldings are carved bosses, 
enriched with armorial devices, initials, &c., arranged in the following 
order : 

First Series, (i) Fleur de lis, (2) Spear in bend, (3) Broken spear, 
(4) Rose, (5) Bird, (6) Dancing bear, (7) Fleur de lis, (8) Goat, (9) Earn, 
(10) Fluer de lis, with spear in bend, (1 L) Wolf sejeant, (12) Bear passant, 
(13) Mermaid. [The first and second were both family devices.]

Second Series. (1) Talbot passant, (2) Fleur de lis, (3) Wyvern, (4) Stag, 
(5) Fleur de lis with spear in bend, (6) Cross Moline pierced, (7) Cheveron 
between three hawks' heads erased, (8) Fleur de lis, (9) I. I., (10) B. I., 
(11) defaced, (12) Lion rampant, (13) Owl. [Some of the arms appear to 
have been placed here merely in compliment to the friends of the founder, 
as there never was any connexion either in blood or by marriage with the
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family of Walton (7). Miriam Ireland, great grandson of the founder, 
married Eleanor Molyneux of Hawkley; but till then the Molyneux 
quartering (6) did not belong to the family. The initials (9) and (10) assist 
in fixing a date, as John Ireland, son of Lawrence, married Beatrix daugh 
ter of William Norris of Speke; after which this part of the work must 
have been executed.]

Third Series. (1) Fleur de lis with spear in bend, (2) Unicorn's head 
erased, (3) Fleur de lis, (4) defaced, (5) Talbot couchant, (6) defaced, 
(7) Pomegranate, (8) Bull's head erased, (9) Fleur de lis, (10) Fleur de lis 
 with spear in bend, (11) defaced, (12) Eose, (13) defaced.

The Hall has undergone so great a change during its occupation as a 
farm house, that it requires close inspection to recognise its original features. 
Its large fire-place, divested of its ancient character, leaves us in ignorance 
whether within its ample space there were seats at each end (as was fre 
quently the case), or all round, as at Wycollar Hall near Colne, with the 
fire dog in the centre. The upper end of the Hall, in which was the 
canopied Dais, with embayed window at the west end, is now used as a 
Buttery. Through the arrangement of its tables, bins and shelves, we are 
prevented from ascertaining whether the floor of the Dais was elevated 
above that of the Hall, as was usually the case. In like manner, we do 
not know what was the plan of the embayed window, in which was the 
standing cupboard with shelves, furnished with plate, for use when the 
ancient lords of Lydiate presided at the high table.

The general plan of the remains of the edifice is in accordance with 
those of the domestic edifices of the period, as described by Andrew 
Boorde of Physike Doctor, in his " Dyetorie of Health." " Make the 
hall of such fashion that the parlor be annexed to the head of the hall, 
and the buttyre and pastrie at the lower end thereof; the cellar under the 
pantrye sett somewhat at a base; the kechyn sett somewhat at a base from 
the buttrye and pantrye ; coming with an entrie within by the wall of the 
buttrie ; the pantrie house and the larder annexed to the kechyn." The 
Doctor might have taken his description from this building, for such is the 
disposition of its parts. On the south side of the passage from the porch 
is the hall, and on the lower or opposite side the kitchen offices. Imme 
diately adjoining the hall, at the upper end, is situated the parlour.

The staircase is in the compartment at the southwest angle of the centre
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front. Here there is a carved and emblazoned shield of arms, granted to 
Edward Ireland, by Eichard St. George, Norroy in 1613 ; gules a spear 
in bend or, headed argent, the head pointing to the sinister base point. 
At the other end, a_pennon pendant of the third; between six fleurs de lis 
of the last, all within a bordure engrailed of the second pellete. Affixed 
to the wall, there is a hatchment of the Marquis of Worcester Crest, a 
portcullis with a crescent for difference. Arms, 1st and 4th, or, a fess gobony, 
argent and azure, quarterly France and England; quartering Pembroke 
and Woodville in the 2nd and 3d. A crescent for difference. Sir Francis 
Anderton, first Baronet, of Lostock, married Elizabeth daughter of Sir 
Charles Somerset, second son of the Earl of Worcester, Privy Seal. Their 
son, Sir Charles Anderton, second Baronet, married a daughter and coheir 
of Edward Ireland, and succeeded to the estate of Lydiate. For these 
reasons, no doubt, this escutcheon was placed here, on the death of Sir 
Charles Anderton's maternal grandfather the Marquis of Worcester. This 
would be in accordance with the custom that existed to send escutcheons 
to be suspended in churches where family property was situated, or where 
branches of their family resided.

There is a model of a tench caught by Sir Francis Anderton the sixth 
and last Baronet, in 1774, on which are his initials and the date. Sir 
Francis was out in the Rebellion of 1715, and was taken prisoner on the 
13th of November, after the battle of Preston. He and several others 
were led through London on horseback, with their arms pinioned behind 
them, and consigned to Newgate. They were afterwards tried for high 
treason, and he being indicted as a Baronet, pleaded that it was not so, 
as the title belonged to an elder brother, a Roman Catholic Priest, who was 
abroad. He was found guilty and the title and estates were forfeited; but 
he was afterwards pardoned and retired to Lydiate. The inscription men 
tioned above, and those on the porch, are an evidence that he was enjoying 
the pleasures of domestic life; in the delightful recreations of old Izaak 
Walton, and in altering and repairing the Hall. The arms on the porch, 
in which he has omitted the Ulster canton, are an evidence that he did not 
venture to assume the title of Baronet again. He lost his lady prior to 
1750; she was interred within the ruins of the domestic Chapel of Lydiate. 
He survived her ten years, and was interred at Halsall Church, aged 69. 
Some say that he was interred on the site of the south wing of the Hall, that 
had been taken down ; it is now planted as a flower garden.
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On the landing to the left, a door opens to a large chamber with a 
panelled ceiling, divided by massive beams, (which are slightly curved and 
richly moulded,) into twelve compartments. These are sub-divided by 
smaller mouldings that cross each other at right angles, and intersect with 
a part of the mouldings of the principal beams, the ends of which die 
into the cornice of the room. With the exception of the centre one, that 
is supported by open trusses, the cornice is of the same character as part 
of the mouldings of the beams. The panelled wainscot is finished with an 
angular fillet in herring bone, with a cavetto above, enriched with grapes 
and vine leaves surmounted by a corona. Between the beads of this the 
surface is pierced, and contains winged figures bearing wreaths containing 
shields. There are two other figures seated, one playing a bass violin, the 
other a bagpipe, One section of the wainscot consisting of three panels 
in width is arranged thus. First Height; napkin panels. Second Height; 
a unicorn's head erased, a dragon rampant, and a. dancing bear. Third 
Height; grapes and vine leaves, a wyvern, grapes and vine leaves. Fourth 
Height; a branch with a rose, a dolphin, a branch of oak with acorns. 
Fifth Height; a bear, a bull, and a branch of oak. To enumerate the 
whole of the beautiful carved work in this room would be to form a dry 
and tedious narrative without doing justice to the subject.

The drawings which accompany this paper, of a few of the interesting 
features of the Hall, are the fruits of the faithful pencil of our Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. H. C. PIDGEON, whose talent and accuracy as an Anti 
quarian Draughtsman are well known; especially to ourselves who have 
so often profited by them. The illustrations give a much better idea of 
the enrichmenta than language can convey.

The ancient gallery over the Hall has been appropriated from an early 
period, as a Chapel for the Eoman Catholics of the neighbourhood.

At the west front, there is an avenue of ancient and noble trees, which 
form a delightful promenade, especially when their venerable trunks and 
foliage are gilded by the setting sun. A frame of mind is induced suitable 
for contemplating the past, as their tall shadows fall darkly around,

" The eye of evening brightning through the west, 
'Till the sweet moment when it shuts to rest."


