
HIS10BIC SOCIETY

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIEE.

SESSION III. MARCH 6th, 1851. No. 5.

The Fifth ordinary Meeting of the Session was held in the Collegiate 
Institution,

JAMES KENDKICK, Esq., M.D., in the Chair. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.

The following Gentlemen were elected Members of the Society : 

Rowland Eyles Egerton Warburton, Esq., of Arley Hall, Cheshire. 
Richard Brooke, jun., Esq., of Norton Priory, Runconi.

The following Presents to the Society were announced :  

From the Society,

From the Society, 

From the Society, 

From the Society,

From the Society, 

From the Society,

Archseologia Scotica, or Transactions of the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, vols. 
i., ii., iii., iv.

The Collections of the Sussex Archaeological 
Society, vol. iii.

Transactions of the Kilkenny Archfeological 
Society, for the year 1849.

Original Papers published under the direc 
tion of the Committee of the Norfolk and 
Norwich Archaeological Society, for 1850, 
being parts 1 and 2 of vol. iii.

Transactions of the Dublin University Philo 
sophical Society, vols. i., ii., iii., iv.

Archaeologia ^liana, or Transactions of the 
Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, vol. i. part 2; vols. ii. and iii.; and 
vol. iv. part 1.

The Pipe Rolls for the Counties of Cumber 
land, Westmoreland, and Durham.
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From the Author,

FromWm. Shuttleworth, Esq., 
Town Clerk, Liverpool,

From the Rev. G. JB. Sand- 
ford, M.A.,

From Thos. J. Kilpin, Esq.,
From Henry Kingsmill, jun., 

Esq., Dublin,

Catalogue of the Library of the Society. 
Report of Proceedings for 1824. 

1848.
An Account of the Proceedings at the 

Banquet held in the Castle, August 3rd, 
1848.

Another Account, reprinted from the New 
castle Journal.

Suggestions for the Advancement of Litera 
ture and Learning in Liverpool, by the 
Rev. A. Hume, LL.D., F.S.A., 8vo., 
Liverpool, 1851.

Notes of a Lecture on Querns, by Ditto, 
8vo., London, 1851.

Report of the Town Clerk as to the Pay 
ments in respect of Churches.

The Proposed Sanitary Amendment Bill.
Newspaper Cuttings respecting the family 

of Lever in Lancashire.
A Series of Cuttings and Papers.
Rubbing of a Brass in St. Patrick's Cathe 

dral, Dublin, from the tomb of Sir Ed 
ward Fitton, of Gawsworth.

The following Articles were exhibited : 

By Jos. Mayer, Esq., F.S.A., 
Hon. Curator,

Six gold armillae, of ancient British work, 
found near Bowes Castle, Yorkshire. 
These interesting objects were found in a 
garden, by a person who was digging the 
ground for the usual purposes. Their 
weight is nearly 16 oz., and the gold is 
as usual nearly pure.

A wooden cross nearly two feet long, partly 
covered with plates of brass, richly gilt, 
and ornamented with coloured stones, 
several of which still remain in their 
original settings, with the figure of Christ 
upon it. Two plates of bronze, each with 
a figure of Christ on the cross, and a 
saint in each of the corners. The head 
of a procession staff, which was also a 
reliquary, the sacred deposit being en-
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closed in glass. This like the cross has 
been ornamented with coloured stones or 
paste, and gilt all over. All these are 
beautifully illuminated in colours of Lim 
oges enamel.

A bronze key, 20 inches long, with raised 
characters on the shaft, and on the head 
or bow part. The meaning of these was 
not explained. It was suggested that the 
key had belonged to a Gnostic Society, 
and that it had been the symbol of office 
borne by the chief or principal.

Two leaden cups and a spoon; specimens 
of the ordinary domestic utensils of the 
middle classes in England, during the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth.

Three Roman bronze fibulae, and a small 
bronze bell.

A letter was read from Thomas Lyon, Esq., of Appleton Hall, near 
Warrington, shewing some recent discoveries in the Eoman Road near 
Stretton. ft was accompanied by a map, on which the discoveries were 
marked.

The following Papers were read: «

I. ON THE CHESHIEE WATLING STBEET, AND TRACES OF ROMAN 
OCCUPATION IN LANCASHIBE AND CHESHIRE.

By John Robson, Esq.

There can. he no doubt that Archaeologists are indebted, and by and by 
will be still more indebted, to the Ordnance Survey of this country. It is, 
indeed, a document newly recovered, by which we may explain and correct 
our written records, few and imperfect at the best, and a careful study of 
which will throw great light upon the early history of Lancashire and 
Cheshire.

We find laid down upon this map a road named Watling Street, following 
a remarkably direct course from Manchester, through Northwich, to Chester. 
Between Manchester and Stretford it is marked "Roman Road;" between 
Stretford and Northwich " Watling Street," as also in Delamere Forest 
and under Edisbury Hill :but between Chester and Kelsall it is again 
marked as " Roman Road."
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It would be exceedingly desirable to ascertain what foundation there is 
for the name of " Watling Street" whether it is so called in any ancient 
document, or whether the country people know it by that name, and if it 
be authentic, then does it imply that it was a primeval road, adopted by 
the Eomans ? or, was it an original work of that people ?

From the map it would seem that between Manchester and Northwich it 
coincided with the present Highway, except near Dunham, where the 
latter makes a detour by Altrincham. About a mile from Northwich, on 
the East, we find " Over Street," in the direct course of King Street, 
and which probably points out the intersection of the two roads. At 6J- 
miles from Northwich, on the West, the present road runs a little to the 
South, while the old one continues its straight course, and here we find 
evident remains of it.

Two roads intersect each other at Crabtree Green, and it is from the angle 
on the West that the Watling Street, following the right line from Northwich, 
goes across a field, and through a plantation, to the corner of the Forest 
Inclosures. It is here planted over, and is more or less clearly marked for 
half a mile, running a little to the South of West. It is 9 or 10 yards 
across, bearing a well-marked crown, with shallow ditches on each side, and 
traces of mounds or cops beyond them. Gravel is spread over the surface. 
and there is said by the Foresters to be a strong bed of solid gravel, 18 
inches deep, below. The traces, after an interval of about a mile and a 
half, reappear with a different character, still keeping the original coiirse 
under Edisbury Hill. Here it has the appearance of two rather high em 
bankments, from between which the gravel may have been removed; in 
one part, for 60 or TO' yards, where the red sandstone cropped out, 
there were two deep ruts, with the Horse track between, while the soft 
rock has been cut down on each side, so as clearly to define the breadth of 
the road.

It soon, (probably) joined the present road again, but its course to Kelsall 
is not given on the map, and the modern road again makes a curve to the 
South. To the west of Kelsall we have Street Farm, and the Highway goes 
on to Tarvin but in the direct line of Street Farm, and about half a mile 
from the part that turns to Tarvin, we have the remainder of the Eoman 
Road, still for four miles used as the Highway, and continued for a mile 
in the direction of Street Farm.
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We have here, therefore, distinct evidence of a road either adopted or 
constructed by the Eomans, with occasional breaks, it is true, but so trifling, 
as to throw not the shadow of a doubt upon the fact. A large portion of 
it is still used as the great Highway, between Manchester and Chester; 
much of the remainder is still evident, and it is highly probable that 
every part of it might be clearly demonstrated.

The general course of this road may be described as South South-west, 
from Manchester to Holford Street, and as a little to the South of West 
from thence to Chester.

King Street, which has been already mentioned, runs from Broken Cross, 
a little to the East of South, to Kinderton, and though the road Over Street, 
(about a mile) and from that point to Frandley, (2£ miles) has not been 
traced, I do not think any person will deny that King Street is a continua 
tion of the road at Stockton Heath, and that this North and South road 
crossed the Watling Street at or near the point marked Over Street on the 
map that is about a mile to the East of Northwich.

In the first volume of the Archaeologia, we have part of a letter from 
Mr. Thos. Percival, dated Royston, July 6, 1760, in which he says, " I 
have traced the Roman roads from Manchester with the utmost care, and 
find that the Condate of the Romans was Kinderton, in Cheshire ; the road 
is visible almost all the way, and the camp yet visible at Kinderton, whsre 
the Dane and Weaver join : there is a Roman way from thence to Chester, 
another to Chesterton, near Newcastle-under-Lyne, and another by Nant- 
wich and Whitchurch to Wroxeter." Whitaker, who appears to have been 
rather sore at being forestalled in this discovery by Percival, says, (Hist, of 
Manchester, vol. I. p. 153.) "In the first volume of Archeologia, published 
this very winter (1770-71), by the Antiquarian Society, I find that the late 
Thomas Percival, Esq., fixes Condate at Kinderton with me. But he as 
serts the Roman road from Manchester to be ' visible almost all the way;' 
when, the Roman and present actually running almost all the way together, 
it is impossible for the former to be more than partially and occasionally 
seen. And he also asserts the Roman Camp to be ' yet visible at Kinder- 
ton, where the Dane and Weaver join,' when it is seen only in the remains 
of two ditches, and these are at the distance of some miles from the con 
junction of those rivers. But Mr. Percival was only a young Antiquarian 
when he died. Had he lived longer, his natural genius for these studies
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would have been more highly cultivated, his fund of learning considerably 
enriched, and his lively mind have acquired new vigor and additional 
accuracy, from the habit of observing and reflecting."

It seems, then, that all that was to be seen at Kinderton was the remains 
of two ditches. But we must briefly advert to Whitaker's own account of 
the Roman road to Chester. After tracing this to half a mile past Holford 
Street, he says, " A little beyond the conclusion of this, the present road 
beginning to tend too much towards Northwich, the Roman insensibly 
steals away to the left; but about a mile beyond the point, and in the direc 
tion of the course, we recover it again," (p. 142.) It is exceedingly difficult, 
with the Ordnance map before us, to imagine how it would be possible to 
heap up so many blunders in so small a space. " The present road begin 
ning to tend too much towards Northwich," might lead one to suppose that 
it had at any time tended to some other point. " The Roman insensibly 
steals away to the left." But the Roman is not such a sly fox as Whitaker 
would have us believe ; he leaves the Northwich road most abruptly, at an 
acute angle, turning his back upon Chester, and taking a course as has 
already been stated, a little to the East of South, certainly in the direction 
of its own course, but assuredly in no course between Manchester and 
Chester, or Manchester and Kinderton. With reference to the name of 
Kind Street, given to it by Horsely and Percival, we may ask, as with 
Watling Street, what is the authority for it ? If it is merely a suggestion 
of those writers, we must protest against its use. But if the original name 
can be shewn to be Kind Street, it is quite at variance with custom to give 
such a name to a road ending at the place which gives it. Thus we have 
in the town of Warrington, Sankey Street, Winwick Street, and Manches 
ter Lane, all leading to those places; but we have no Warrington Street. 
The roads from the gates of Rome were named from the places to which 
they led, but it would be ridiculous to add instances of so well known a 
custom. Again, says Whitaker, " The name Condate is pretty loudly 
echoed in that of Kinderton " an Irish echo evidently. He felt the diffi 
culty of the R, and attempts feebly to get over it. I am not aware of an 
instance where the Saxon ton has been added to a Latin name, and in 
Domesday Book we find it written Kinbreton, which wont echo at all. 
After a description of the Harboro' field, he says that a Roman road which 
traverses " a field immediately without the camp, goes to Mediolanum, in
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Shropshire. Another went by Holme Street Hall to Chester, and a third 
extended by Street Forge and Red Street to Chesterton, near Newcastle." 
I shall not follow Whitaker in his excursions into the territories of the 
Carnabii and Cornavii, though as a specimen of learned folly and ingenious 
trifling it would be hard to find its equal.* I have now to notice the latest 
discoveries that have been made at Kinderton, by the Venerable the Arch 
deacon of Chester, and published in the Memoirs of the Archaeological 
Society of Chester.

The Harboro' Field, which the Archdeacon, following Whitaker, sup 
poses to have been the site of a Roman Station, was explored in July, 
1849, for the purpose of ascertaining " how far the gravel of the road ex 
tended, and in each place opened, small fragments of Roman pottery, some 
of Samian ware, were immediately thrown out, sufficient to indicate the 
place to be Roman, and shewing the probability of much being discovered 
if diligent search were instituted." This is a very important fact, as it was 
not known that any thing characteristic of Roman occupation had been 
found previously, and I think corroborates the opinion I expressed in a pre 
vious communication to the Society, that we may place Mediolanum near 
Middlewich.

It is certainly much to be desired, that the learned gentleman should 
have said something more about the road which he was looking for. Twenty 
years ago, the farmer who then occupied the field removed a portion of it, 
and if it were a continuation of King Street, it must, apparently, have run 
nearly parallel with the present Lane (Whitaker considers this Lane as 
part of the top of the Station), and just within the hedge, and if so, the 
Station must be sought elsewhere, most likely somewhere about the junction 
of the roads from the South, where we are told the gravel " may be traced

* Dr. Gale, in his notes on Antoninus, places Condate at Congleton, and says, " Procul 
dubio autem ad nos venerit a Condate Ehedonum prope Sigerirn, Vult antem eruditus 
Bavennatis editor Gallicus (marginal note, V, Valesii Notitiam Galliarum, inverbo Con- 

date), illam deduci a Condole, quod affirmat apud vetereg Gallos duorum fluminum 
denotare conjunctionem," (p. 00.) He says this is the case at Congleton. It s equally 
so at Kinderton, Northwich, and Stockton Heath. Whitaker asserts that Condate means 
the principal city, but adduces no evidence, and from this concludes that it was the capital 
city of the Carnahii!
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to the width, of between 40 to 50 yards, forming a pktea or broadway."* 
One of these roads, the one from Chesterton, follows a short accommodar 
tion road, called Parson's Lane, and then passes onwards, still discernible 
to the junction just named. Another is supposed to come from Wem, in 
Shropshire, by Minshull Vernon ; it crosses the river Wheelock, near Sutton 
Mill, and passing through Sutton and Newton, nearly in a line with the 
present road, unites with the other ways at Kinderton. A foot note says, 
"The farmers tell me that they find this road very little below the green 
sod, and that, like many of the Koman roads, it has at intervals narrow 
footways branching from it."

I need hardly say that it would add immensely to the value of statements 
like these, if, instead of saying the Koman road appears so and so, the 
Archaeologist would state distinctly what he found. Our actual knowledge, 
for want of these particulars, amounts to very little, and I should doubt 
whether a better spot for a thorough investigation of Roman road-making 
than the neighbourhood of Middlewich could be found in the two counties. 
It will merely be necessary to refer the members to Dr. Hume's paper on 
the Roman remains at Stockton Heath as an example.

Whitaker, as has been already shewn, left the direct road to Chester, in 
order to get to his supposed Condate by King Street; Mr. Archdeacon Wood 
supposes that he has discovered the way to bring him back again to it. 
"There has been also a road from the junction at Kinderton to Chester, 
which would cross the river Wheelock below Stanthorn Hill, and the river 
Weaver at Bradford near Newbridge, in digging the foundation of which, 
Roman antiquities were found. I have traced this road from Kinderton a 
short way, and if the line'of it was extended it would pass down Bradford 
Mill Lane by the south side of Whitegate Church, and leaving Petty Pool 
to the right would enter the Northwich and Chester road, the northern 
Watling Street, at 18 miles from Chester." There is a typographical

* I cannot believe that all the names occurring in the Itinera of Antoninus, and 
which are generally considered as Roman stations, were either fortified or military 
positions. The word station is ambiguous and without sufficient classical authority. 
In the time of Tacitus the following words were commonly used Presidium, a garrison 
town Ca&tellum, an outlying fort Mansio, a post house while Castro, means merely 
a, temporary encampment.
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error I suppose, as it would be about 13 miles from Chester upon the line 
pointed out. But for what possible purpose could the Eomans pass over 
13 or 14 miles, when the direct course of 4 or 5 was open before them ? 
This is so utterly at variance with all we know of the routes of that 'won 
derful people, that it would be useless to say a word upon the subject. 
There are two other roads described as pointing upon Kinderton, but as 
the only fact connected with them is the discovery of a spearhead (said to 
he Roman, but the metal is not named) and a bell from a horse's harness, 
both found when excavating for the foundation of the viaduct at Salters- 
ford, we need not do more than allude to them.

It will not be necessary for me to go into Mr. Archdeacon Wood's 
recapitulation of the evidence to shew that Condate was at Kinderton. 
But perhaps a general remark or two may not be out of place. The 
pseudo-nonymous Richard of Oirencester, as I believe the whole of his 
pretended history is now acknowledged to be a forgery, and as the Itinera 
are not admitted into the MONUMENTA HISTOBICA, should be altogether dis 
carded, unless some champion reestablishes his authority. Neither should 
it be allowed to alter the names of towns, and distances, as they appear in 
Antoninus, and then to shew how capitally they agree with our own peculiar 
views. The evidence is there, such as it is, to be either taken or rejected, 
but not to be altered without demonstrative proof. Whitaker treated these 
matters very lightly. He sought for a place Condate, Veratinum, Coccium, 
the Portus Sistuntiorum and always found the site where they must have 
been ; but his successors, till Mr. Archdeacon Wood produced evidence of 
the Roman occupation of Kinderton, have been less fortunate, and the 
other three sites are most assuredly Chateaux en Espagne, not Castra 
Romana.

1 have already alluded to the evidence, and the necessity of adhering 
strictly to it till some new proof is exhibited. All that we have at 
present is the Itinera of Antoninus, and if without altering in any 
way that evidence, we find it accordant with existing remains, we do all 
that can be done towards identifying a route so described. The second 
Iter of Antoninus in describing the road from York to Chester has the 
last station but one, Mamucium or Manutium, as written in some MSS. 
No one has ever doubted that this place was Castlefield near Manchester, 
and between this place and Chester, at 18 miles from the former and SO
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miles from the latter, is Condate, which agrees with great precision with 
the position of Stockton Heath. If again we take the tenth Iter, and 
reverse it, beginning at Middlemen and considering it as Mediolanum, 
we have 17 miles to the north, on the line of a great Roman road, 
Condate at Stockton Heath proceeding along the same road direct north, 
in 18 miles we arrive at Mancunium, or as read in other MSS. Mancocu- 
nium, which would take us to Standish; 17 miles further north brings us 
to the Lancashire Watling street, and where we should naturally expect 
to find a post of some sort, this would be Coccium; and at 20 miles 
beyond this is Lancaster, or the station of Bremetonax or Bremetonacse, 
Now in this statement I have changed neither names nor figures. The 
existence of the road no one doubts, and I feel confident that proofs of 
Roman occupation will be found at Standish, and at the intersection of the 
roads to the north of Preston, if carefully looked for. And when we know 
that such proofs have been found only lately in Midcllewich and Stockton 
Heath, we may confidently expect that a proper search mil be followed by 
successful results, not merely at the two spots already named, but at 
other places on the line of road. For such inquiry the Historic Society 
affords a good opportunity, and perhaps we may be allowed to hope that 
such Members as reside in the neighbourhood of the road will allow no 
chance to pass them of increasing our knowledge of the Roman occupation 
of Great Britain.

The Members will be gratified to learn that Mr. Lyon has again 
come upon the Roman road at Stretton, between the point to which 
Dr. Hume traced it, and Stretton Church, in the Dog Fields. It has the 
same structure a foundation of sandstone with gravel over and points 
a little to the West of the Church. The gravel appears here to have been 
less disturbed, and consequently is more plentiful. It is 18 feet wide as in 
the parts previously examined.

II. NOTES ON GENEALOGY. 

By Sir William Betham, F.S.A., M.E.I.A.

A communication was read from Sir William Betham which contained 
a transcript of a Pedigree confirmatory of the descent of Norres of Speke, 
in female line, from the original house of Le Noreis of Blackrod. See 
Proceedings, vol. ii. p. 141.



78

It alleges descent of Bradshaw of Haigh/row Mabell Noreis wife of Sir 
William Bradshaw; and the subsequent descent of Harrington of Wolfage 
in Brixworth, Northamptonshire, from Mabell, Lady Harrington, stated, in 
this MS., to have been daughter of Sir William Bradshaw of Haigh, 
descendant from Sir William and Mabell Lady Bradshaw above mentioned, 
and an elder brother of Hugh Bradshaw, continuer of the male line of 
that house now represented by the Earl of Balcarres as its hen* general.

The further descent of the Harringtons is brought down to the eleven 
co-heirs of Sir James Harrington, of whom Clemence was the wife of Henry 
Norres of Speke, Esq., in the time of Henry VIII.

Sir William adds his opinion that Norres of Speke selected that portion of 
the sub-divided Harrington estates which contained the manor of Blackrod, 
" on account of its having been, antiently, the property of the family." 
Other remarks were made on the pedigrees of Bradshaw of Marple, and 
an Irish branch of Brooke of Leighton.

III. DESCRIPTION OF LYDIATE HALL. 

By William John Roberts, Esq.

Some account of Lydiate manor in the parish of Halsall, of its manorial 
lords, and especially of its ruined Chapel, is already recorded in the papers 
of the Society. In continuation of the subject we shall attempt to describe 
their manorial residence.

Lydiate Hall is situated, like most of the houses of our ancient gentry, 
in a low and secluded situation. It is placed on a level tract of country in 
several parts well wooded ; and commands a view to the south-west of the 
sand hills that bound the Irish sea, and of the Carnarvonshire mountains 
in the extreme distance. On the north-east, Olive's hills, in the adjoining 
parish of Aughton, bound the prospect, the monotony of which is relieved 
by the spire of the Church in the distance.

The present edifice was erected or enlarged by Lawrence Ireland, the 
founder of the chapel, son of Thomas Ireland of Lydiate, son of Sir John 
Ireland of Hutt and Hale, descended from Sir John Ireland who was 
interred at Hale in the year 1088. This ancient and wide-spread family, 
a branch of which was seated at Bewsey near Warrington, numbered among 
its alliances the principal families in this part of the county, viz.: those of 
Stanley, Molyneux, Holland, Torbock, Bold, Atherton, Hesketh, Norres,
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Scarisbrick and Blundell. Of these, only those of Molyueux and Hesketh 
are represented by direct descendants ; the others by collateral branches.

Lawrence Ireland flourished during the era celebrated as the age of 
research and dawn of the reformation, which gave an impetus not only to 
classical and theological studies, but also to science and the arts. While 
the former were adorned by the talents and critical acumen of the master 
spirits of the age, who produced effects that will long be felt, the latter 
were cultivated by the genius of Bray, Hylmer and others. Architecture and 
Sculpture assumed new features ; and the Hall at Lydiate affords evidence 
that its possessor felt their influence and cultivated their acquaintance.

The ancient Hall is erected on a basement of stone, and consists of 
timber framed in perpendicular, horizontal and angular lines, arranged in 
quatrefoil and other panels. The interstices are filled with plaster, pro 
ducing with the gables and their decayed hip-knobs, a picturesque combina 
tion of forms. Prior to the year 1760, when it was in a more perfect state, 
it presented a fine specimen of the domestic architecture of the mediseval 
age : a part of the north side and east front, with the principal entrance, 
was then standing. Subsequently, in consequence of the roof being 
dilapidated, they were taken down ; by order of that munificent patron of 
the fine arts, the late Henry Blundell, Esq., of Ince Blundell. This event 
he ever afterwards deeply regretted.

The original plan was that of a quadrangle, the buildings enclosing a 
spacious court. The present remains consist of the west and part of the 
north and south sides, giving it the air and effect of a centre with two 
wings. The dilapidations of the latter have been tastelessly restored with 
brickwork. In each angle of the centre there are projecting compart 
ments with gables. The basement storey is lighted by a continuous series 
of windows, which extend its full length, and also pass round the projecting 
part of the building. In the south-west angle, above these, runs a line of 
of quatrefoil panels, on which rest the chamber windows. In the projec 
tion of the north-west angle is the entrance. It has been modernised, by 
covering with pilasters and panels, the oak-moulded and chamfered jambs 
and the lintels. Above the centre of the arch are carved the initials F. A. 
and on a shield the arms of Anderton are carved and emblazoned; sable, 
three shackle bolts argent. Within the arch is the date 1744 ; and the 
initials F. A. are repeated. From the porch the passage leads to a door in 
the west front.
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Ori the left hand is the entrance to the tu .. The architraves of the 
doorway consist of fine deep-sunk mouldings, with spandrils enriched with 
shields, on which are carved the initials L. I. for Lawrence Ireland, the 
founder of the Chapel and the restorer of the mansion. The beautiful 
features of the Hall have been destroyed by subsequent alterations, plaster 
partitions having been placed longitudinally and across, to form a passage, 
and apartments connected with the Kitchen and Buttery. In the former 
is the original stone fire-place of ample dimensions ; with moulded stone 
jambs and head. In the centre, above its flat arch, there is a shield ; but 
the character of the whole mantle piece is nearly effaced, by accumulated 
coats of white-wash.

The oak ceiling is a fine specimen of the work of the period It is 
divided into panels by four large and beautiful moulded beams, which cross 
the Hall and rest on trusses against the wall. Two similar ones run 
longitudinally ; and within the compartments thus formed smaller beams 
cross them. The walls are wainscotted with two heights of panels ; the 
lower is plain, the upper is enriched with napkin panels. Above these, 
the Hall is lighted on the east or what was the court side, by the continuous 
line of windows already described, and other windows to the west. On 
that side, at the south or upper end of the Hall, there has been an em 
bayed window, the design and mouldings of the opening into which are of 
careful execution. At this point running across the Hall, was the Dais ; 
where formerly stood the high table. The wall is covered with panelling, 
with a cornice from which springs a canopy, containing two series of 
panels. At the intersection of the mouldings are carved bosses, 
enriched with armorial devices, initials, &c., arranged in the following 
order : 

First Series, (i) Fleur de lis, (2) Spear in bend, (3) Broken spear, 
(4) Rose, (5) Bird, (6) Dancing bear, (7) Fleur de lis, (8) Goat, (9) Earn, 
(10) Fluer de lis, with spear in bend, (1 L) Wolf sejeant, (12) Bear passant, 
(13) Mermaid. [The first and second were both family devices.]

Second Series. (1) Talbot passant, (2) Fleur de lis, (3) Wyvern, (4) Stag, 
(5) Fleur de lis with spear in bend, (6) Cross Moline pierced, (7) Cheveron 
between three hawks' heads erased, (8) Fleur de lis, (9) I. I., (10) B. I., 
(11) defaced, (12) Lion rampant, (13) Owl. [Some of the arms appear to 
have been placed here merely in compliment to the friends of the founder, 
as there never was any connexion either in blood or by marriage with the
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family of Walton (7). Miriam Ireland, great grandson of the founder, 
married Eleanor Molyneux of Hawkley; but till then the Molyneux 
quartering (6) did not belong to the family. The initials (9) and (10) assist 
in fixing a date, as John Ireland, son of Lawrence, married Beatrix daugh 
ter of William Norris of Speke; after which this part of the work must 
have been executed.]

Third Series. (1) Fleur de lis with spear in bend, (2) Unicorn's head 
erased, (3) Fleur de lis, (4) defaced, (5) Talbot couchant, (6) defaced, 
(7) Pomegranate, (8) Bull's head erased, (9) Fleur de lis, (10) Fleur de lis 
 with spear in bend, (11) defaced, (12) Eose, (13) defaced.

The Hall has undergone so great a change during its occupation as a 
farm house, that it requires close inspection to recognise its original features. 
Its large fire-place, divested of its ancient character, leaves us in ignorance 
whether within its ample space there were seats at each end (as was fre 
quently the case), or all round, as at Wycollar Hall near Colne, with the 
fire dog in the centre. The upper end of the Hall, in which was the 
canopied Dais, with embayed window at the west end, is now used as a 
Buttery. Through the arrangement of its tables, bins and shelves, we are 
prevented from ascertaining whether the floor of the Dais was elevated 
above that of the Hall, as was usually the case. In like manner, we do 
not know what was the plan of the embayed window, in which was the 
standing cupboard with shelves, furnished with plate, for use when the 
ancient lords of Lydiate presided at the high table.

The general plan of the remains of the edifice is in accordance with 
those of the domestic edifices of the period, as described by Andrew 
Boorde of Physike Doctor, in his " Dyetorie of Health." " Make the 
hall of such fashion that the parlor be annexed to the head of the hall, 
and the buttyre and pastrie at the lower end thereof; the cellar under the 
pantrye sett somewhat at a base; the kechyn sett somewhat at a base from 
the buttrye and pantrye ; coming with an entrie within by the wall of the 
buttrie ; the pantrie house and the larder annexed to the kechyn." The 
Doctor might have taken his description from this building, for such is the 
disposition of its parts. On the south side of the passage from the porch 
is the hall, and on the lower or opposite side the kitchen offices. Imme 
diately adjoining the hall, at the upper end, is situated the parlour.

The staircase is in the compartment at the southwest angle of the centre
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front. Here there is a carved and emblazoned shield of arms, granted to 
Edward Ireland, by Eichard St. George, Norroy in 1613 ; gules a spear 
in bend or, headed argent, the head pointing to the sinister base point. 
At the other end, a_pennon pendant of the third; between six fleurs de lis 
of the last, all within a bordure engrailed of the second pellete. Affixed 
to the wall, there is a hatchment of the Marquis of Worcester Crest, a 
portcullis with a crescent for difference. Arms, 1st and 4th, or, a fess gobony, 
argent and azure, quarterly France and England; quartering Pembroke 
and Woodville in the 2nd and 3d. A crescent for difference. Sir Francis 
Anderton, first Baronet, of Lostock, married Elizabeth daughter of Sir 
Charles Somerset, second son of the Earl of Worcester, Privy Seal. Their 
son, Sir Charles Anderton, second Baronet, married a daughter and coheir 
of Edward Ireland, and succeeded to the estate of Lydiate. For these 
reasons, no doubt, this escutcheon was placed here, on the death of Sir 
Charles Anderton's maternal grandfather the Marquis of Worcester. This 
would be in accordance with the custom that existed to send escutcheons 
to be suspended in churches where family property was situated, or where 
branches of their family resided.

There is a model of a tench caught by Sir Francis Anderton the sixth 
and last Baronet, in 1774, on which are his initials and the date. Sir 
Francis was out in the Rebellion of 1715, and was taken prisoner on the 
13th of November, after the battle of Preston. He and several others 
were led through London on horseback, with their arms pinioned behind 
them, and consigned to Newgate. They were afterwards tried for high 
treason, and he being indicted as a Baronet, pleaded that it was not so, 
as the title belonged to an elder brother, a Roman Catholic Priest, who was 
abroad. He was found guilty and the title and estates were forfeited; but 
he was afterwards pardoned and retired to Lydiate. The inscription men 
tioned above, and those on the porch, are an evidence that he was enjoying 
the pleasures of domestic life; in the delightful recreations of old Izaak 
Walton, and in altering and repairing the Hall. The arms on the porch, 
in which he has omitted the Ulster canton, are an evidence that he did not 
venture to assume the title of Baronet again. He lost his lady prior to 
1750; she was interred within the ruins of the domestic Chapel of Lydiate. 
He survived her ten years, and was interred at Halsall Church, aged 69. 
Some say that he was interred on the site of the south wing of the Hall, that 
had been taken down ; it is now planted as a flower garden.
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On the landing to the left, a door opens to a large chamber with a 
panelled ceiling, divided by massive beams, (which are slightly curved and 
richly moulded,) into twelve compartments. These are sub-divided by 
smaller mouldings that cross each other at right angles, and intersect with 
a part of the mouldings of the principal beams, the ends of which die 
into the cornice of the room. With the exception of the centre one, that 
is supported by open trusses, the cornice is of the same character as part 
of the mouldings of the beams. The panelled wainscot is finished with an 
angular fillet in herring bone, with a cavetto above, enriched with grapes 
and vine leaves surmounted by a corona. Between the beads of this the 
surface is pierced, and contains winged figures bearing wreaths containing 
shields. There are two other figures seated, one playing a bass violin, the 
other a bagpipe, One section of the wainscot consisting of three panels 
in width is arranged thus. First Height; napkin panels. Second Height; 
a unicorn's head erased, a dragon rampant, and a. dancing bear. Third 
Height; grapes and vine leaves, a wyvern, grapes and vine leaves. Fourth 
Height; a branch with a rose, a dolphin, a branch of oak with acorns. 
Fifth Height; a bear, a bull, and a branch of oak. To enumerate the 
whole of the beautiful carved work in this room would be to form a dry 
and tedious narrative without doing justice to the subject.

The drawings which accompany this paper, of a few of the interesting 
features of the Hall, are the fruits of the faithful pencil of our Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. H. C. PIDGEON, whose talent and accuracy as an Anti 
quarian Draughtsman are well known; especially to ourselves who have 
so often profited by them. The illustrations give a much better idea of 
the enrichmenta than language can convey.

The ancient gallery over the Hall has been appropriated from an early 
period, as a Chapel for the Eoman Catholics of the neighbourhood.

At the west front, there is an avenue of ancient and noble trees, which 
form a delightful promenade, especially when their venerable trunks and 
foliage are gilded by the setting sun. A frame of mind is induced suitable 
for contemplating the past, as their tall shadows fall darkly around,

" The eye of evening brightning through the west, 
'Till the sweet moment when it shuts to rest."


