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Journal of the Chester Architectural, Areh- 
ffiological, and Historic Society. Part I. 
to July, 1850.

Gore's Liverpool Directory, for the years 
1766, 77, 1805, 1807, 10, 13, 16, 21, 
(two copies), 23, 25, 27, 28 (a supplemen 
tary tract), 35, 37, 39, 41, 43, 45, 47, 49.

Picken's Directory for 1827.
Mercator's Remarks and Reflections on the 

intended Liverpool Dock Bill, 1811.
Authentic Copies of the several Acts of 

Parliament relating to the Docks, Port 
and Harbour of Liverpool, 1804.

The Charter granted to the Burgesses of 
Liverpool, by William III., with Notes, 
&c.; also the Charter of George II., 
with Notes, 1810.

An Act for making the River Weaver 
Navigable, from Frodsbam Bridge to 
Winsford Bridge, 1720.

Layard's Nineveh and its Remains, 2 vols. 
Svo. 1849. Putnam, New York.

A portion of the Submarine Telegraph, in 
its casing, dredged up in the Straits of 
Dover.

Copy of a Note for £5 issued by the Corpo 
ration of Liverpool, in July, 1793.

The following Article was exhibited : 

By the Rev. W. B. Stewart An Illuminated MS. for the use of the 
Matthias, B.A. Church in France before the Reformation.

An extract having been read from a letter, addressed to Mr. Pidgeon by 
John Harland, Esq., in which he notices a wish of the Lord Bishop of 
Manchester, that the Society should hold a meeting occasionally in that 
town, the Secretary was directed to communicate with Mr. Harland or 
the Bishop requesting a more explicit expression of their wishes.

The following Papers were then read : 

I. ON THE SEAL OF LIVERPOOL, 

By John Gough Nichols, Esq., F.S.A.

The Seal of the Borough of Liverpool has been so frequently submitted 
to antiquarian discussion, that it may now he thought superfluous to canvass

From J. C. Colton, Esq. 

From Hugh Neill, Esq.
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it any further, and presumptuous (especially in a stranger) to attempt to 
offer anything hitherto unsaid. Yet the papers contained in the first 
volume of the Proceedings of the Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire show that the subject is still regarded with some interest, and I 
beg to intrude upon your attention with a few remarks, because, after all, 
we have only just arrived at the clue to its true explanation, by means of 
the comparison which has been instituted by your Honorary Secretary, 
Mr. Pidgeon, with impressions of the original matrix.

Mr. Pidgeon's reading of the marginal inscription is no doubt the 
correct one,

" Sigillum burgensium de Leverpol,"

and I have only one trifling remark to make upon it, which is this I see 
no reason to conclude that the word Burgensium was mis-spelt Borgensium 
in the original seal, though it was blundered in the copy ; but this will be 
ascertained from the impression presented to the Society by Dr. Kendrick, 
if it is sufficiently perfect.

But the principal result of Mr. Pidgeon's examination is the attainment 
of the correct reading of the second inscription, which is placed upon the 
scroll below the bird. This inscription had always baffled every previous 
inquirer; but it now proves to be the word Johannis, in a reversed position, 
and it is to this reading that I now beg permission to supply corroborative 
proof by explaining its import, its connexion with the device, and its 
peculiar application to the town of Liverpool.

Allow me, then, first to state that the inscribed scroll is placed there 
with reference to the device, or rather it forms part of it; and next, at the 
risk of offending some ancient prejudices, I must be permitted to declare, 
with equal confidence, that that bird is not what it was called by Handle 
Holme, " a lever or shoveller duck," with a branch of sea-weed in his bill; 
neither is it, as some have supposed, the dove of Noah with an olive branch; 
nor is it the eagle of Jove, as somebody suggested to Mr. Matthew Gregson ; 
but it is an eagle, the eagle of Saint John the Evangelist, and the object 
carried in his mouth is, or was meant to be, the inkhorn wherewith the bird 
is usually depicted as attending on the prophet in the isle of Patmos.

Such is the solution of this long-debated enigma; to which Mr. Pidgeon's 
deciphering of the true reading Joh'is has effectually conducted. The
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 whole difficulty has arisen from the inferior workmanship of the first 
engraver, who made a bad copy of the symbol of the Evangelist, and failed 
to reverse the scroll; but the second engraver was a still worse artist than 
his predecessor, and evidently as ignorant of what he was copying as a 
Chinese might have been.

The eagle of Saint John will be familiar to many members of your 
Society in a variety of situations. Those who are conversant with sepul 
chral brasses and incised gravestones will remember how often the symbols 
of the four evangelists occur at their corners, and they are as often as not 
accompanied by scrolls containing the names of each evangelist respectively. 
I forward you a representation of a brass medal or ticket which bears the 
Eagle, cleverly engraved, and which may have been the badge of some 
large monastic community, under the patronage of Saint John. The 
original is now in my possession.

The reason of the symbol of Saint John being adopted as the device of 
the Burgesses of Liverpool I imagine will be found in the fact, that the 
original guild of their corporation was placed under the tutelary patronage 
of that Saint. I am aware that the Parish Church is dedicated to Saint 
Nicholas the patron of fishermen; but there was a chantry in it dedicated 
to Saint John, and those who can trace the early history of that chantry, 
which I have not the means of doing, will probably find that it was sup 
ported by the town guild.

I am not informed where we are to turn for Handle Holme's description, 
of the device of the Seal, which has been followed as the authority for the 
supposed armorial coat of the town, the " lever or shoveller duck." This, 
perhaps, Mr. Pidgeon will supply, in order to limit the period during which 
the Eagle of Saint John has suffered this misinterpretation.

But I cannot close these few remarks without adverting to the fact, that 
the imaginary bird, whose origin we have now traced, lias in comparatively 
recent days achieved no little historical importance. It has been adopted 
by modem heralds in two remarkable instances which are now figured in 
the English peerage. The " lever" was granted as an honorary augmenta 
tion to the armorial coat of Lord Hawkesbury, created Earl of Liverpool, 
a prime minister who kept the helm for a longer period than any of his 
predecessors since the days of Burghley ; and it was also adopted as one of
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NOTE TO PAGE S8.

[The following note of Mr. Nichol's, received after the paper had been printed, shows 
that the bird was not called a liver but a cormorant; the heraldic pun being placed 
in his mouth in the shape of a branch of luvcr.]

Charles Jenkinson, Lord Hawkesbury, was created Earl of Liverpool on 
the 1st June, 1796 ; and on the 23rd of July following was authorised by 
his Majesty, on the prayer of the Corporation of Liverpool, to bear the arms 
of that Town, together with his family arms which were accordingly exempli 
fied to him, to be borne in a chief over the arms of Jenkinson. The Earl's 
arms are thus blazoned: Azure, a fess wavy argent, thereon a cross patee 
gules, and in chief two estoiles or; on a chief (of augmentation) wavy argent, 
a cormorant sable with a branch of laver in its mouth vert.

Blazon of the arms of the Town in Berry's Encyclopaedia, given also in 
Edmondson: Ar. a cormorant sa. beaked and legged gu. holding in the 
beak a branch of sea weed, called laver, inverted, vert.

Crest, a cormorant with wings endorsed sa., beaked and legged gu., in 
his beak a sprig of laver vert.

Viscount Canning's supporter is blazoned in the same manner as Lord 
Liverpool's: "A cormorant holding in its beak a branch of laver all proper."
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the supporters of the Viscountess Canning, the widow of another prime 
minister of Great Britain, an illustrious statesman who was at the same 
time a minister of the Crown, and one of the representatives of this great 
emporium of commerce in the lower house of Parliament.

Thus exalted to a dignified position in the fields of heraldic blazon, this 
deformed offspring of an indifferent seal-engraver, baptised by Handle 
Holme, and adopted by the more recent representatives of his craft, now 
takes its rank among those other monsters of heraldry, the dragon, the 
wyvem, and the cockatrice, the double-cnieued lion, the two-headed eagle, 
and the legless martlets.

II. ADDITIONAL NOTES ON THE TENTH ITEB OF RICHAKD OF

ClBENCESTEB,

By T. Langton Birley, Esq.

With reference to Mr. Pidgeon's enquiries relative to the Roman Road 
in the Fylde, Mr. Loxham, of Dowbridge, near Kirkham, states : 

The way can be traced further west than the farm-house alluded to in 
Mr. Pidgeon's letter, situate south-east of Poultou, and is supposed to have 
terminated at a place called Stana, on the River Wyre, about seven miles 
from the mouth. Some traces are said to have been found there by the 
Rev. William Thornber, late incumbent of Blackpool, and now residing 
there.

From thence, proceeding eastward, there are distinct marks at the farm 
alluded to, called " Puddle House ;" thence again over Weeton Moss, 
which the inhabitants call " Danes' Pad;" and they have used the gravel 
for mending the highways. Among this gravel sundry things like horse 
shoes have been found, and pieces of wicker work which crumbled to dust 
on exposure to the air. Both of these classes of articles Mr. Loxham has 
seen.

From thence the road is supposed to proceed to Westby Mill, but no 
traces have been discovered there. Between Westby and Kirkharn some 
apparent traces of the road have been found. The road appears to have gone 
in a direct line from Westby Mill through Kirkham to Clifton Mill, straight


