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Acts xxvii. 40, the word rendered " mainsail" in the authorised version, 
and translated " litil sail " by Wicliffe, is artemon. It is a word which 
occurs in no other Greek writing; but, very singularly, it is found in the 
modern French vocabulary. There it denotes what we call the " mizen- 
sail," or the sail nearest the stem.* But it is established on satisfactory 
grounds that in the narrative in the Acts it really denotes the "fore-sail." 
This is curious and perplexing. But an examination of intermediate 
authorities by Mr. Smith, in his standard work on the Voyage and Ship 
wreck of St. Paul.f has cleared up the difficulty. In the modern Italian 
it is obsolete, and its equivalent is trinchetta ; but it occurs in the sense of 
" foresail" in Dante and Ariosto, and also in certain contracts entered into 
by the Genoese to supply the ships of Louis IX. J The change in phrase 
ology is in fact due to a transference of the sail's position. Thus we find 
that the history of nautical terms may throw a light, not only on the build 
and rig of ships, but even on difficult parts of Holy Writ.

By taking other Greek terms into our consideration  by examining the 
modern nautical vocabulary of the Levant by adding the phrases used by 
Russian sailors in the Black Sea and the Baltic we should have widened 
our view of the subject; and a larger induction might have modified some 
of our results. But so extensive a comparison of languages would involve 
no little labour; and probably enough has been said to recommend the 
subject to the Antiquarians of this town, which, if not the first, is certainly 
not the third, seaport of the world.

II. CONCLUDING ADDRESS AT THE END OF THE SECOND TRIENNIAL

PERIOD, 

By the Rev. A. Hume, LL.D., Hon. Secretary.

AT the close of the first cycle of the Society's operations, T complied at 
once with the request of the Council, in addressing a few words to the 
members, by way partly of summary and partly of suggestion. A similar

* We have already seen that vr&i de misaine in French is OUT foremast. 
+ pp. 1S3-102.
J Jal's Archeologie Navnle, quoted by Mr. Smith. 
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period has since elapsed: a few days will bring us to the sixth anniversary 
of the formal institution of the Society.* Within this room the ceremony 
took place, under the presidency of the chief magistrate for the time, and 
I believe I am correct in saying that it is the only learned Society of the 
town that ever was publicly and formally instituted, and not by a mere 
private union of individual gentlemen. It is our duty to inquire how far 
first promises have been fulfilled, hopes realised, and the results which were 
aimed at successfully achieved.

The determination with which the founders of the Society set out was a 
bold one, though it seems less so now. They felt that small societies, 
however pleasant they might be to those who could frequently attend 
meetings, were too limited in intellect, influence, and pecuniary resources 
to do much good; and that \\hen they either did not print the papers read 
or printed them partially and irregularly, they often discouraged instead of 
encouraging intellectual exertions. From the very first, therefore, not 
merely the work of each session, but even of each meeting, has been 
accounted for to the Members of this Society. What no other Society' in 
Liverpool has attempted, we have here successfully achieved; so that we 
can reckon the years of the Society's existence by the number of its 
volumes of Transactions.

This, however, is only part of the matter for congratulation which 
presents itself. The illustrations of the several volumes which have 
placed us from time to time under great obligations to various friends, have 
deservedly attracted attention to the labours of the Society, and seldom 
have any volumes possessed the same facility of reference by copious 
indices. Our publications are therefore regarded as a valuable medium by 
which men of the highest attainments, in the metropolis and elsewhere, 
communicate their acquirements to their brethren; and though all our 
volumes contain most valuable communications from non-resident gentle 
men, some of them entire strangers, we have not been able to avail our 
selves of all the offers of this kind which have been made from time to 
time.

The price which the volumes realise is a significant illustration of their 
intrinsic value. In many of the most respectable societies, both in

  This occurred June 20th, 18i8, the Mayor, (Thomas Berry HorsfalJ, Esq.,) in the 
Clmir.
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London and the provinces, it is not expected that the printed Proceedings 
and Transactions will sell for more than one-third of the annual subscrip 
tion. In this Society the volume alone, from the first, has been equal to 
the entire subscription. Even in the ancient chartered societies of the 
kingdom, the volumes are depreciated in value by time ; but in this one, 
we have been obliged to increase the selling price of one volume forty 
per cent., and of another one hundred per cent. And at this latter charge, 
our first volume has been bought up; so that one of the first duties of 
the council next session will be, to take into consideration the subject of 
reprinting it, that members who join us session by session may be enabled 
to procure complete sets.

The societies and institutions with which we have established friendly 
communications are now very numerous, and embrace several on the 
continent, from Orleans in France to Copenhagen in Denmark. During 
the past three years we have had from a large number of these, numerous 
testimonials of good will; and in London, our Society has the reputation of 
being one of two which are the best worked in all the provinces, the other 
being seated in Sussex.

When the Society was founded, in June, 1848, there were nearly two 
hundred Members enrolled. This was justly regarded as a large number, 
for no other society of the town in its most prosperous days had ever 
reckoned so many and even after the union of two Societies* the number 
was only one hundred and thirty. We can, however, look back to this 
as the period of infancy. From the first hour, the members have steadily 
increased; and if the Society were placed upon a more permanent basis, I 
believe that its numbers should not, and would not, fall below five 
hundred.

While all these arrangements have been going forward with so much suc 
cess, the property of the Society has also been steadily increasing. We have 
not merely the nucleus of a Museum but a positive Museum already; small, 
of course, consisting, as it does, almost wholly of donations. Our Library, 
too, is not a mere commencement, but a reality, containing some works of 
great value for inquirers in the path which we have hitherto mainly pursued

* In 1844, the Literary and Philosophical Society consisted of ninety members, and 
the Natural History Society of sixty, but twenty were common to boil), so that the 
united society consisted of one hundred.and thirty.
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During the past year, cases for hoth have been provided by the Council, 
and the whole collection is laid out, by the care of our Honorary Curator, 
in an apartment of his own house, which, with his usual generosity, he set 
apart for its reception. Before the close of another session, it will be 
necessary to prepare a formal catalogue of both; and the members will be 
able to see at a glance, not merely what they possess, but what they require.

In the closing address delivered three years ago, I drew attention to the 
fact that almost every one of the numerous subjects mentioned in our 
prospectus had been treated of; and also showed that this had happened 
more by accident than design I recommended, in consequence, a distinct 
classification of subjects, and showed that the eleven topics enumerated, 
naturally divided themselves into five heads Archaeology, Architecture, 
General Literature, Science, and Miscellaneous Subjects. But as any 
classification is better than no classification, it is not necessary that there 
should be so many as five heads, or that these should be the ones. The 
principle is one thing; the details are another. The former is of the first 
importance; the latter may be modified according to the peculiar cir, 
cumstances of the caase.

Classifying the papers as accurately as possible for some are allied to- 
two or more divisions we have had during the past three years, History 
and Antiquities largely treated of, Architecture and Topograpy to a less 
extent, Literature, Criticism, Genealogy, Biography, Trade and Commerce, 
the Fine Arts, and miscellaneous subjects. Taking a large view of the 
fifty-four papers of a more formal character which have been read in three 
sessions, twenty-three were connected directly or indirectly with Archaeology, 
twenty with Literature, and eleven were of a Miscellaneous character. 
When the volume is completed which is now passing rapidly through the 
press, the Members will have received in three sessions, little short of 
seven hundred pages of printed matter, together with nearly seventy plates.

The system of classification which was suggested in 1851 is one which I 
have several times brought before the Members of our various societies, 
and sometimes also before the public. Men are predisposed, in their minds 
as in their bodies, to form certain habits, to get as it were into a certain 
track; and thus some subjects come to be favourites, while others of equal 
or greater importance suffer very undeserved neglect. It is not sufficient, 
therefore, to have specific subjects there should be specific times for their 
consideration; and, if necessary or possible, distinct persons, to secure the

!
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cultivation of every corner in the intellectual field embraced. This is 
merely advocating the well-known principle, "A place for every thing, and 
every thing in its place."

Of the general subjects embraced by the Society, there is only one on 
which distinct papers have not been read, viz., Science. Even this subject 
lias been represented, if we use the term " science " in the wide accepta 
tion which is given to it by the British Association for the Advancement 
of Science, viz., as including mechanics, philology, geography, ethnology, 
and statistics. What I mean is, that science, in the stricter use of the 
term, has not been encouraged, though papers of that kind have been 
offered to us. There were two reasons for this : first, that there were 
other societies in the town in which those subjects were more prominent, 
and to which they more naturally belonged : second, that in the more 
limited scene of operations to which we were voluntarily, but not neces 
sarily, restricted, we had always as much matter as could be made use of 
in our limited number of meetings. To show you that the confidence 
which men of talent place in our Society is undiminished, and that its 
prospects of usefulness are still greater for the future than ever they were 
before, I may mention that I have on my list promises of twenty-two 
papers, not one of which can be made use of before next session. Even 
this fact does not state the whole truth. Several of our memoirs have 
been types for whole classes of a similar kind; and others have been only 
preliminary and introductory to those which are to follow. There is, there 
fore, no lack of material; and labourers, zealous and competent, are on the 
increase.

Within the last year, several 'gentlemen who take a deep interest in our 
local societies, and are connected with more than one of them, recom 
mended the formation of a great society, from existing materials, in which 
classification of subjects and division of labour would form the prominent 
characteristics. The deputies appointed to consult upon the subject, 
unanimously concurred in this recommendation; and two out of three 
societies for which the arrangement was thought desirable, have affirmed 
the principle in like manner. The advantage of the principle is that it 
may be adopted by one society exclusively, or by several united, provided 
only that the intellectual strength is sufficient to cultivate all the field that 
has been mapped out. The Archaeological Institute, which apparently
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follows up only one line of inquiry, classifies its subjects [Antiquities, 
History, and Architecture]; and our Society, comprehending, as it does, 
every inquiry of interest connected with two of the most important shires 
in the kingdom, not only admits of, but requires and demands, a suitable 
classification, on many grounds. If the objects of our Society were extended 
from local to general that is, if they were removed from their application 
to a limited locality such sectional working would be indispensable; and 
we should then be able to do for Science in its various departments what 
has been so well done for Archaeology, and, to a less extent, for Literature. 
We should not then be obliged to reject (as we have hitherto been), 
valuable communications which did not fairly come within our lines of 
latitude and longitude; but, in the variety of talents and acquirements 
which our members possess, and our volumes would display, we should 
he able to claim relationship with every society in the kingdom, and to 
reciprocate kindly offices with all of them that are valuable.

There is one other fact, not necessarily connected with Literature or 
Science, and yet it is of so interesting a character that I cannot conclude 
without at least a passing notice of it. It is, that during the whole cycle 
of three years which is now closing, the utmost harmony and unanimity 
have prevailed. I am not aware that in all that time the Society has even 
come to a division in voting; but trivial objections have been waived, 
mutual concessions have been spontaneously made, and our decisions have 
been not merely harmonious but unanimous. I need not say that such a 
state of things is rare; it is almost unparalleled. The success which has 
attended the labours of the Society, and the high esteem into which it has 
risen during a brief course of six years, are appropriate results of this high 
tone of feeling, and becoming rewards to those who have earnestly cultivated 
it. For my own part, I can truly say, that such labours on behalf of the 
Society as have fallen to my share have been divested almost of the 
appearance of toil; by the kindness which sustained, and the zeal and 
intelligence which encouraged. However high may be the destinies of the 
Society in the future, and the prospect is all encouraging, I will cherish 
a kindly remembrance of the gentlemen who figured in its early history, 
and to the exercise of whose clear heads and sound hearts the present 
measure of success is mainly attributable.


