
EIGHTH MEETING.
Collegiate Institution, 8th June, 1854. 

JAMES KENDKICK, M.D., in the Chair.

PROCEEDINGS.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.

The following gentlemen were duly elected Members of the Society: 

John Johnson Banning, Devonshire Road, Claughton, Birkenhead. 
John Herd, Brunswick Street, Liverpool.

The following DONATIONS to the Society were laid upon the tahle : 

From the Societies. Reports and Papers read at the Architec 
tural Societies of the Archdeaconry of North- 
ton, the County of York, and the Diocese of 
Lincoln, and at the Architectural and Arch 
aeological Society of the County of Bedford.

From Robert Rawlinson, Esq. Report of the General Board of Health
and Administration of the Health Act, 
1848-54.

Report on a Preliminary inquiry respecting 
CALSTOCK in the County of Cornwall, 
DEVONPORT in the County of Devon.

From Charles Roach Smith, Collectanea Antiqua, Vol. Ill, Part 8.
F.S.A.

From Henry Arthur Bright, Speeches on University Reform, delivered 
Esq. at Liverpool, April 25th, 1854.

From Samuel Richardson, Esq. Decimal Coinage Tables.
From Jesse Hartley, Esq. A small Roman vase, found during the

excavation for the foundations of the Stone 
Bridge across the Dee, at Chester.

The following articles were EXHIBITED : 

Mr. R. H. Brackstone exhibited a silver penny of Philip de Valois, and 
two medallions of Napoleon Bonaparte, one commemorative of the Hundred 
Days, and the other of the Berlin Decrees.

The Honorary Curator, Mr. Mayer, exhibited three maces, which he had 
recently found stowed away in the strong-room at the Town Hall; and on 
bringing them to light, was permitted by His Worship, John Buck Lloyd, 
Esq., to make sketches of them. After clearing away the tarnish and 
verdigris, with which they were entirely covered, so as almost to hide the 
whole of the work that ornameuts them, he found that the largest of the
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hree was made of silver, and had been strongly covered with gilding ; on 
the lower mould joint of the shaft was the inscription "THE GYFT OF 
CHARLES, DERBY," who was Earl of Derby and Mayor of Liverpool in 
1606. The smallest mace is made of copper gilt, and appears to be of the 
time of James I, bearing the roval arms upon the flat part of the crown or 
head. This was the mace carried by an officer, on the occasion of " Riding 
the Boundaries," and with it he struck each boundary stone, at the same 
time claiming, in the name of the Burgesses, their ancient right of juris 
diction within certain limits all round the town. The third mace is probably 
of the period of Queen Anne; it is also made of copper, and has been 
richly gilt.

[It is singular that these interesting relics of former times were not 
known to be in existence by any of the numerous writers on the history of 
Liverpool ; hut Mr. Mayer having applied to the Mayor and Corporation 
for permission to search over the records of the town, received not only 
the permission to do so, but the Town-clerk, William Shuttleworth, Esq., 
with his usual kindness, and love of everything that is interesting about 
ancient Liverpool, promptly afforded his assistance. We therefore hope, in 
our next volume, to give sketches of them, with all the historical information 
relating to them that can be procured, regarding the stirring times when 
they formed the Regalia of Liverpool.]

Mr. Mayer also exhibited a series of small objects, apparently the toys or 
playthings of a child ; they had been found in a Roman burial ground, near 
Cologne on the Rhine, and in the grave with them were the remains of the 
skeleton of a female child. They consist of a doll made of bone, the head, 
arms, and legs are jointed similar to those of the present day ; an ivory pin 
for fastening the hair ; an ivory pin, having at the upper end of it a small 
hollow scoop ; the ivory haft of a small knife, the blade of which, being 
made of iron, fell to pieces on being removed; an ivory die, marked on 
one side with four dots; a small circular mirror, of which part of the glass 
speculum remains, the rim being made of lead, as well as the ring at the back 
which served as a handle ; a bead of rock crystal; a small amethystine 
quartz bead, these two last were worn as charms, or amulets; a glass vase 
or lachvmatora; also a terra-cotta vase ; five cups with handles ; two small 
vases of terra-cotta, having three small projections upon the sides of each; 
an ivory vase ; a piece of terra-cotta, something like what ladies used half 
a century ago for curling their hair; a piece of terra-cotta, having three 
holes in it, probably to contain paint; a sort of muller of terra-cotta; a 
leaden pin, with a large flat circular head; and a small third brass coin 
much worn. See Lithograph of the whole, the same size as the original.

Mr. Mayer also exhibited a remarkable Rosary, consisting of fifty-seven 
oval formed beads, having three sides to each bead, in which are inserted 
under rock crystals portions of the bones, garments, and blood, with other 
reliques of Saints, the names being inscribed upon them. Attached to 
the end of the Rosary is a heart-shaped ornament, made of ebony, as are 
the beads, in the centre of each side of which is a large piece of crystal 
covering a quantity of relics, and surrounded by twelve round pieces of 
crystal, each having its relic. Besides, there is attached to the string of



F
O

U
N

D
 

IN
 

A
.R

O
IS

A
 ^

N
 
G

R
A

.V
E

. 
A

T
C

U
L
O

«
o
N

e
 
O

N
 T

H
E

. 
R

H
IN

E
 
N

A
H

V
H

 
T

H
P

 

R
E

N
\A

IM
S

 O
f 

T
H

E
 
S

K
E

L
E

T
O

N
 
O

F
 A

 
C

.H
 I

 u
 D

 
.



133

beads a large cross made of box-wood. On the front of it is carved in low- 
relief, our Saviour on the cross, and below it the figure of a martyr whose 
breast is pierced with a sword ; the back of the cross is ornamented with a 
figure of the Virgin Mary in relief, between the junction of the arms, which 
are ornamented with emblems of the cup, flagellum, pincers, hammer., 
crown of thorns, cross-bones, reed and spear, cross and ladder. The lower 
arm of the cross has a sliding piece, which covers a cavity that is filled with 
reliques The original MS. order of King William 111, requiring a form 
of prayers for certain fast days for the success of his arms against King 
James II. It is dated 1st August, 1690, or a month after the battle of the 
Boyne, and reads as follows : 

" William R.
After Our hearty Commendations. As we have by 
Our Royal Proclamation of the date hereof, Enjoynd 
that a Publick fast be Solemnizd, on friday the 15th 
instant, And soe Upon every friday ensueing, for the 
better Progress of Our Armes, dureing the continuance 
of the War. So We doe hereby Authorise & Require 
You, to Prepare a forme of Prayer or Prayers, which 
may be Suitable to the Occasion, to be Used in All 
Cathedrall & other Churches, Chapells, or other places 
of Publick Worship, And that You cause the same 
to be printed, and Distributed to the Several Parishes 
of this Kingdom, Under Our Obedience. And Soe 
We bid You heartily farewell.

Given at Our Court at Chapelizod this first
day of August 1690, in the Second yeare of Our
Reigne.

By his Ma"61 Comand
To the Most Reverend father ROBERT SOUTHWELL." 
in God, the Archbishop of Armagh 
Primate of all Ireland, and to the 
Right Reverend the Bishops of 
Meath & Limerick now in 
Dublin.

Many other interesting objects as works of art, antiquity, and of curious 
workmanship were exhibited by Mr. Mayer, being part of his collections 
during a recent visit to the Continent. They were purchased by him in 
various places on his route through Bavaria, Austria, Bohemia, Saxony, 
Prussia, &c.

[The pleasure of collecting is by no means heightened when the Custom 
house officers have to do with the affair. Mr. Mayer, wishing to disen 
cumber himself of his gatherings when they had grown large enough to 
fill a good-sized box, despatched them, some by the Danube, some by the 
Rhine, and by other convenient routes ; but one unlucky large case, weighing 
nearly a quarter of a ton, filled with Antique Bronzes, Terra-cottas, Boman 
Glass, Manuscripts, Antique Arms and Armour, (as Swords, Guns, Pistols, 
Daggers, &c.,) was seized at Hamburg, and not allowed to be shipped. The
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wise officials seeing no difference between match-locks of two centuries ago, 
and the guns &c., of the present time, detained them as "contraband of 
war," and put the owner to much inconvenience before they would give them 
up. Even here the troubles did not end, for on arrival at Hull these same 
objects of antiquity were charged as " Manufactured Goods," and subject 
to a duty of ten per cent, ad valorem, although they were intended for a 
museum and not for sale. If they had been " Objects of Natural History," 
they would have been free from duty. Surely this limitation was never 
intended by the framers of the Tariff, but an oversight; for illustrations 
of the habits and labours of man are quite as instructive as specimens of 
botany or ornithology, and we trust shortly to see an order from the Trea 
sury abolishing the strange anomaly which often prevents such objects from 
being brought to England for our museums.]

In illustration of his own paper to be read, Mr. Howson exhibited the 
following Books. The Mariner and Merchant's Polyglot Technical Dic 
tionary, containing upwards of 6000 terms in ten different languages of 
Modern Europe. By K. P.ter Reehorst, 1850. Neuman's Marine Pocket 
Dictionary, 1800. Vocabulary of Sea-Phrases [French and English], in 2 
vols., 1799. Falconer's Universal Dictionary of the Marine, 1776. 
Taschen-Worterbuch der allgemeinsten, Schiffs-Ausdriicke. John D. 
Imhorst, 1844. The Seaman's Dictionary,* 1644. The Commonwealth's 
Greatf Ship, 1653.

Dr. Kendrick exhibited a specimen of a fancy book-plate, containing 
several interesting views in Warrington arid the neighbourhood. The fol 
lowing is a detailed account of it: 

* The following is the full litle. " The Sea-man's Dictionary; or on Exposition And 
Demonstration of all the Parts and Things belonging to a Shippe : Together with an 
Explanation of all the Termes and Phrases used in the Practique of Navigation. Com 
posed hy that able and experienced Sea-man Sr Henry Manwayring Knight; And by 
him presented to the late Duke of Buckingham, the then Lord High Admiral! of 
England. [I have perused this Book, and find it so universally necessary for all sorts 
of men, that I conceive it very fit to be at this time imprinted for the Good of the Re- 
publicke. John Booker, Septeinb. 20 1044.] .London, Printed by G. M., for John 
Bellamy, and are to be sold at his Shop at the signe of the three Golden Lions in Corne- 
hill neare the Royall Exchange. 1044."

+ The following is the fnll title. " The Commonwealth's Great Ship commonly called 
the Soveraigne of the Seas, built in the yeare 1637, with a tme and exact Dimension of 
her Bulk, and Bur-den, and those Decorements which beautiBe and adorne her, with the 
Carving work, Figures, and Mottoes upon them. Shee is besides her Tunnage 1687 
Tuns in burden. She beareth five l.anthorns, the biggest of which will hold tefi persons 
to stand upright, with-ont shoultlring or pressing one another; with the names of all 
the Ropes, Masts, Sailes, and Cordage that belong onto a SHTP. As also the names of 
all our Commanders at Sea, the number of men and Gunnes which every Ship carrieth, 
both in their Admiral!, Vice Admiral), and Reare Admirall. With all the Fights we have 
had with the Hollander, since the Engagement of Lieutenant Admirall Trompe neere 
DOVEB, against the English Fleet under the Command of General) Blake, at the same 
time that three of their E mbassadours were here treating of PEACE, with a perfect re- 
hearsall of an Act for the enerease of shipping, and encouragement of the Navigation of 
this Nation, which 30 much displeaseth the Hollander. [Goe not forth hastily to strive, 
lest thou know not what to doe in the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to 
shame.] London, Printed by M. Simmons for Tho. Jenner, and are to he sold at the 
south entrance of the Royall Exchange. 1653."
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DESCRIPTION OF A WASHINGTON BOOK-PLATE.

The Medallion in the centre of the Plate represents the ' Old Blueback,' 
or Loyal Warrington Volunteer of 1798. A short account of this corps 
will be found in the present volume of the Historic Society's Papers.

The first Medallion on the left side of the Plate is a representation of 
the east end of Warrington Church, which, together with the town, was 
garrisoned hy the Royalists in 1C43, and hattered and taken by the Par 
liamentarians in the month of May in that year. Below it is a drawing of 
the house in Church Street, Warrington, occupied for three days by Cromwell, 
on his pursuit of the Scots Army, under the Duke of Hamilton, in August, 
1648. Several autograph letters of Cromwell, probably written within this 
edifice, are still extant, giving an account of his defeat of the Duke, on the 
19th of August, at Red Bank, three miles north of Warrington. The third 
Medallion on the left, represents the Warrington Academy, erected in 
1762, rendered famous in the history of our national literature, by its 
intimate association for many years with the names of Aikin, Enfield, 
Reinhold Forster, Priestley, Percival, Barbauld, Gilbert Wakefield, and 
others, many of whom held office as tutors within its walls, and resided 
within or near its precincts.

On the right side of the Book-Plate is a representation of ' Old War 
rington Bridge,' built in 1495, by Thomas, Earl of Derby, and subse 
quently the site of several eventful occurrences. Here, in August, 1648, 
Cromwell overtook and captured the infantry of Duke Hamilton's army, 
and here, in the same mouth three years afterwards, Charles II. forced a 
passage through the troops of General Lambert, on his route from Scotland 
to the fatal field of Worcester. In 1745 the centre arches of the bridge 
were destroyed to impede the progress of the Pretender southwards, and 
although these were restored, it was finally taken down in the year 1816, 
a short time previous to which the original of the present diminished 
drawing was taken. The next Medallion contains a view of Beu'sey Hall, 
one mile west of Warrington. It was anciently the seat of the knightly 
family of the Botelers, barons of Warrington, which became extinct in the 
reign of Elizabeth. Sir John Boteler is said to have been foully murdered 
here in 1462, together with a faithful domestic. (See Dodsworth's MSS., 
vol. cxiii, fol. 14, in the Bodleian Library, Oxford.) In 1617 king James I. 
slept at Bewsey, and knighted its then possessor, Thomas Ireland, Esq. 
The modern portion of the building, readily distinguished in the drawing, 
was erected as a banqueting-room for a clandestine visit of the Pretender, 
in 1760, when Richard Atherton, Esq., a staunch Jacobite, was the tenant. 
The last Medallion presents a view of the premises occupied by the 
Messrs. Eyres as a printing office, from which issued some of the most 
beautiful specimens of typography of the day, including the first editions of 
the works of Aikin, Eufield, Barbauld, Pennant, Howard the philanthropist, 
and Watson's History of the House of Warrenne.

The view of Warrington in 1783, at the bottom of the Book-Plate, 
exhibits several points of local interest, and is copied from an original 
drawing in water colours in the possession of Dr. Kendrick.
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PAPERS.

I. Ou THE HISTORY OF NAVAL TERMS, PAST II., 

By the Rev. J. 8. Howson, M.A.,

PRINCIPAL Or THE COLLEGIATE INSTITUTION.

In a paper read before the Society on the 5th of May, last year, I endea 
voured to point out that the study of the History of Naval Terms, though 
hitherto almost entirely neglected, is worthy to be prosecuted with care 
and attention. For the purpose of classifying the details of the subject, 
which must necessarily be very miscellaneous, I observed that it might 
be convenient to distribute them under the two heads of philological and 
historical enquiry. The first of these would relate merely to the history 
of words as such, embracing topics connected with the English language, 
as compared with other languages, or with its own earlier condition. The 
second would include the consideration, not merely of the technical terms 
themselves, but of those changes in the progress of shipbuilding, naviga 
tion, and commerce, which are indicated by the existence of the terms, 
and their transmission from one country to another.

I ventured also to suggest what seemed to me a convenient method of 
prosecuting the enquiry, viz., by comparing our own nautical phrases with 
their synonyms in four languages of Northern Europe, and four of 
Southern Europe. By such a comparison, I conceived that we might, 
under the first aspect of the subject, elucidate some of the less obvious 
languistic affinities, which subsist between ourselves and our neighbours; 
and, under the second, throw some light on international relationships and 
national characteristics, so far at least as they are connected with life at sea.

In the former paper, I limited myself almost entirely to what was philo 
logical. In my present remarks,* I wish to invite your attention rather to 
what is historical; but before I proceed to the second part of the subject, 
I may offer to your notice a few more illustrations of the first. The word 
ship itself was made the occasion of some remarks in the previous paper. I

* This paper was prepared for the press, and the proof was corrected when the writer 
was in haste and absent from Liverpool; and probably some errors have escaped his 
notice.
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might have added that we have in our own language three words ship, skiff 
and skipper which illustrate those very interchanges of consonants, which 
come before our observation, when we compare this first and most obvious 
of sea-terms with its equivalents in other Teutonic languages. Again, in the 
terms skipper and skipper originally the same word, but now so different 
in meaning, that no one, at least in Liverpool, can confound them we have 
a good instance of the power which words possess to disengage themselves 
from a common root, by a mere difference of spelling, till they become 
absolutely distinct in sense. " Nothing is more common," says Mr. Trench, 
in his ktest work,* " than for slightly different orthographies of the same 
word finally to settle and resolve themselves into different words, with 
different provinces of meaning, which they have severally appropriated to 
themselves, and which henceforth they maintain in perfect independence 
one of the other."

"We may take up the consideration of a few other terms, almost at ran 
dom. The word cruise might cause us some perplexity at first sight, but 
when we notice its synonymous terms in the Eomance languages crociare 
(It), cruzar (Sp.), and croiser (Fr.), we see at a glance its past history, as 
well as its fitness to express the crossing from shore to shore, and the 
transverse courses of a ship at sea. Our word mizen is derived indirectly 
from medius, and in German it becomes besahn. We have here the change 
of D into Z, and of M into B (strictly according to rule), just as in the 
former paper we had an instance of T passing into N. What we call 
canvass, is expressed in Dutch by zeildack "sail-cloth" and by similar 
phrases in the other northern languages : but the Italian term canavezza 
brings us back to the Latin " cahnabis," and by help of the German " hanf," 
compared with the Sanscrit, we learn the curious fact, that " canvass " and 
" hemp " are actually the same word.

As instances of old English words, or early forms of words, preserved in 
the dialect of sailors, I may mention the following. In hatchway we have 
the good old word " hatch," which is hardly preserved elsewhere, except 
perhaps in the proverb, " to leap the hatch," in the sense of running away. 
In some local dialects, "loo" is used as a verb, in the sense of " to shelter," 
and we see that it is identical with the nautical phrase lee, when we cou-

* Trench on the Synonyms of the New Testament, p. 17.
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aider how " leeward " is pronounced by sailors. Boom is the same word 
with "beam," and in a form nearer to the German "baum." So spar is 
another form of " spear."

But leaving now what is purely philological, let us turn to the second 
part of the subject, which I proposed to make the main topic of our con 
sideration this evening. We pass from the first to the second part of the 
subject, from the philological to the historical, when we consider the active 
interests of human life in connexion with the study of words. Each new 
invention or improvement is the means of sending a new stream of vocables 
into the language of every country where the invention or improvement is 
adopted. And if this remark is generally true, it is peculiarly applicable to 
the seafaring life, which keeps up the intercommunion of nations with one 
another. Thus the adoption and propagation of a new naval term will 
very probably indicate some improvement in the build, the rig, or the work 
ing of a ship ; and a close and careful enquiry may lead us to the source 
 whence the improvement came, and enable us to leani its subsequent 
modifications. More might be said concerning the links between the lan 
guage of sailors and the progress of human affairs, but this is enough to 
shew how the subject may be historically illustrative of national life and 
international relationships.

It is perhaps not easy to draw the line very steadily between the two 
branches of enquiry, which I have endeavoured to discriminate; but we 
may safely class under the historical division all the cases in which 
the human element predominates over the verbal. I may illustrate my 
meaning by recurring to the word mizen, which was the subject of a few 
philological remarks above. Then we were considering the word; but now 
we are turning to the history of the thing denoted by the word. It is a 
very singular fact that what we call fore-mast the French call mat de 
misaine, while our mizen mast is the mast nearest to the stern. Of course 
two corresponding groups of words are connected with these two circum 
stances : in the French vocabulary we find etai de misaine, haubans de 
misaine, hunes de misaine, &c., all associated with the fore mast; and in our 
own we have a large ascending series, from the mizen stay-sail to the mizen 
topgallant-sail, all in the after part of the vessel. And yet the words 
misaine and mizen are undoubtedly the same, both having their origin in 
the Latin "medius." Now here we have a question of shipbuilding, not 
of consonants or vowels of things, not of words. The question is what
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changes of position did the middle-sized sail undergo, so as to have left 
mizen in one position of the English vocabulaVy, and misaine in another of 
the French ? I am not able to answer this enquiry ; but probably a close 
examination of early materials would afford an explanation of it.

This illustration may excuse the remark in passing, that the comparative 
study of naval terms may not be without its utility. It is easy to imagine 
a concurrence of circumstances, iit which a vessel might be lost by the 
assumption that misaine is synonymous with mizen. In one of the Dic 
tionaries of sea-terms,* which have been placed in my hands, I find the 
following note. "Ill the year 1782, the author, being then first lieutenant 
of a French line of battle ship, taken by Lord Rodney's fleet in the West 
Indies, was enabled from his knowledge of French sea-terms, to make the 
prisoners always assist in working the ship during the passage home, the 
head-sails being mostly entrusted to their management. It is but justice 
to add, that in the dreadful hurricane in which " La Ville de Paris," " La 
Glorieiw," Centaur and Kamillies foundered, the uncommon exertions of 
these French seamen may be said to have preserved the ship from a similar 
fate." Such an occurrence is enough to shew tliat this subject has its 
aspect of usefulness, as well as of mere curiosity.

But to return to what was more immediately before us, one of the first 
particulars in which the human interest is conspicuous in the nautical 
dialect, consists iu its tendency to personification. A sailor's thoughts and 
feelings are centered in his ship. He looks on all outward objects as if 
they were subservient to her motions. He brings the wind aft. He raises 
(or rather rises) the land. And more than this ; his ship is to him like a 
living creature ; he speaks of her u-aist, her head, her eyes. So it is in all 
countries, and so it has been in all ages. The Portuguese becque, and the 
Roman rostrum, are ready illustrations. A certain passage of Thucydides 
might be adduced, in which pieces of timber near the prow are called 
by a word which might be translated " ear-caps." The Chinese, and several 
other nations, retain the custom of painting an eye on each side of the 
bows of their boats, and are even said to have a superstitious notion, that 
the boats cannot see their way without it.

But not only does the sailor personify his ship as a whole, but he has a 
very animated way of personifying the various parts of it. He speaks of

* Vocabulary of Sea Phrases, by a Gaptnin of the British Navy, in two parts, English 
and French, and French and English, 1799. (Preface, p. 10.)
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horses, camels, cat-heads, yard-arms, &c. It would be a curious enquiry to 
trace the modifications of this practice in different countries. In Portu. 
guese a cat-head is called Turco ; in Italian the cap is called testa di Moro- 
I believe, that by a careful examination, we might detect features of national 
character under this fanciful phraseology. I am not able to explain why 
the mizen-yard is called burro, " a donkey," in Spanish ; but I seem to be 
reminded by this phrase of the country of Sancho Panza. The bobstay, or 
the rope which ties the bowsprit to the cutwater, (the "wasserstag," or 
" waterstay " of Germany) receives in France the lively appellation of 
soubarbe de beaupre and the bowsprit-shrouds, or the lateral ropes in the 
same part of the ship, are called in Italian, mostaccie del copresso while I 
have been told that certain spars, (of which I am not able to give an exact 
description), sometimes placed on each side of the martingale below the 
bowsprit, are called whiskers by English seamen. How amusingly do some 
national characteristics of outward appearance, to which I need not allude 
more particularly, seem to connect themselves with these seafaring expres 
sions. I will mention one other word in this connection, because it is pecu 
liar to the English language, and I am unable to conjecture its derivation. 
I allude to the word companion, which denotes the covering over the 
descent from the deck to the cabin. The Germans denote it by the simple 
word kappe; but the Spaniard finds a more picturesque expression in his 
broad felt hat, and he calls it sombrero.

I believe it will be found that the naval terms in one language are very 
seldom translations from those in other languages. We have an exception 
in the synonymous words cutwater (Eng.), and tagliamare (Ital.), one of 
which may be presumed to be a translation of the other : but such excep 
tions are rare. It is more commonly found that the words used by our 
sailors are corruptions of what they have borrowed. This, I imagine, is the 
case with our term hammock, which appears in some of the Teutonic lan 
guages as hang-matte; unless, indeed, the Indian derivation suggested in 
some dictionaries be correct.

Before we proceed further, it is proper to observe that some nautical 
phrases (like companion, which was mentioned above), are quite peculiar 
and national in our vocabulary. Such, for instance, is our word grog, the 
associations with which are not always degrading, as may be illustrated, if 
my memory is clear, in what we are told of Captain Back's celebration of 
his discovery of the source of the Great Fish-river. So again the various

._
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uses of the term jack are probably quite confined to our English tars, 
except when they are the subject of quotations by others. I might enume 
rate several expressions which are unique, such as jib, top, yard, &c. But 
the best illustration which occurs to me is supplied by the word koly-stonts, 
which have received the singular name of the Bible and Prayer-Book. 
The sailor's couplet may be known to many : 

" Six days a week we work away as well as we are able, 
And on the seventh we holystone the deck, and scrape the cable:"

and a landsman who has slept on a Saturday night on board a man of war, 
and been awakened early on Sunday morning by the noise overhead, will 
not easily forget what is meant by holystoning. No one will hesitate to say 
that the freak, which likened these stones to the Bible and Prayer-Book, is 
thoroughly English.

If some terms in our naval vocabulary are unique, others are universal, 
or at least common to a great number of nations. Thus, the cook and the 
captain, necessary persons in all ships, are called by the same names (more 
or less modified) in all the eight languages which I have chosen for com 
parison. Again, I find that the word Brigantine, the derivation of which 
seems very doubtful, has the same range of extension; the abreviation brig 
being with us distinguished from the longer word, to denote a slight 
difference of rig. The same remark is applicable to anchor, which 
is a Greek word, and is still used by all European nations, without 
excepting the Russians; and there is a poetical satisfaction in observing 
that the name of this symbol of hope is everywhere the same.

The main point of interest, however, in this portion of our subject, 
relates to those terms which are common to two or three languages, and 
the introduction of which into our own tongue appears to indicate some 
historical fact connected with trade, navigation, or shipbuilding. Travellers 
on the Continent have an amusing illustration of what necessarily takes 
place in this respect, when they hear the words " ease her," " stop her," 
" back her," on a Spanish steamboat, or on the Italian lakes. If we were 
ignorant of Watt's native country, the nautical vocabularies of Europe 
would shew us whence the steam-engine came. And what is true of the 
improvements and the corresponding phraseology which we have communi 
cated to others, is equally true of what we have borrowed ourselves. We 
must remember that our nautical history is related alike to the North and
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the South, that we owe something to the Mediterranean, and something to 
the Scandinavian world. We should therefore expect to trace curious hints 
of the past, by comparing our nautical vocabulary with those of other 
nations. A few detached instances may be taken, in the first place. We 
find that the word cargo appears in the South as chargement (Fr.), carica 
(Ital.), cargo, (Sp.), but that the corresponding terms in the North are totally 
different. Is it not reasonable to infer from this that our early commercial 
relations were closer with the South than with the North ? Again, if we 
examine the phrases which relate to shipbuilding, we observe that the ex 
pression chains, as used in its technical sense, is a translation of a Spanish 
word, having the same meaning and applied in the same way. May we not 
conjecture that there was some circumstance in the build of the early Spanish 
ships, which was common to our own early ships, though it has now disap 
peared, leaving only the name ? On the other hand, we detect the word 
gaff in the Northern languages, and not in the Southern ; and it seems to 
me something better than an idle fancy, which imagines that we have here 
the token of a peculiar rig borrowed from the bold voyages of our piratical 
ancestors. So, too, the word timber, which appears in the Norwegian 
and Swedish vocabularies, while it is not used by the sailors of Southern 
Europe, nor indeed by those of Germany, contains in itself a suggestion of 
the place of those forests, which supplied some of our earliest and most 
abundant materials for shipbuilding.

A few terms deserve to be examined more closely. Let us take the ex 
pression forecastle. The invention of gunpowder has caused this fortress to 
disappear ; but the name is a memorial of its position. The word itself re 
mains, though the ' castle' itself is not 'to the fore.' So we have in French 
chateau d' avant, and in Italian castello. But in the North the words 
denoting this part of the ship are quite different. And I believe the true 
explanation to be this, that the lighter vessels of the Northmen were 
without those large structures at the bow, which were used in Southern 
Europe, after the example of the Romans. The gradual diminution of the 

forecastle in English ships, from its appearance as a large floating fortress> 
to its present condition, when nothing is left but the name, may be traced 
in existing pictures and engravings. I am not able to refer to a representa." 
tion of the " GreaJ, Harry," built by King Henry VII., which is usually 
spoken of as the first ship of the English Navy. But drawings of the 
embarkation of Henry VIII. at Dover, in 1520, from a picture at Hampton
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Court, and of the " Henri Grace a Dieu," built by the same monarch, from 
one at Greenwich, are familiarly known.* Next in order may be mentioned 
a view of the Spanish Armada, engraved from some tapestry in the House 
of Lords, which is now destroyed: and some years later we have the 
famous ship of the Commonwealth, the " Sovereign of the Seas," built in 
the year 1637 :f and lastly, we may refer to a medal, struck to commemo 
rate the appointment of James II. as Lord High Admiral.J We need not 
proceed further, for a simple inspection of these authorities will sufficiently 
shew the downward progress of the forecastle.

The next term I select as containing in its own history a record of pro. 
gress in shipbuilding, is rudder. Our common notion of a rudder, is that 
of an apparatus attached to the stern of the vessel, and worked by a tiller, 
or by ropes. But when we find that the word ruder in German denotes 
an oar, as well as a rudder, we are led to speculate on the origin of the word; 
and a little examination shews us that the two were originally identical. The 
Germanjuder is in fact our word " rower," and all steering in the ancient 
world was accomplished by means of paddles on the side of the vessel near 
the stern. This is made familiar to students of classical literature, by the 
Greek and Latin words for the steering-apparatus being usually expressed 
in the plural. But the assertion is equally true of the ships of the North 
men ; and few persons are aware how late in the middle ages this practice 
continued. We find the use of the paddle-rudder exhibited in the Bayeux 
tapestry, and in Joinville's Life of St. Louis, we observe " gouvernaus " in 
the plural, as " gubernacula " and " guberna " are used in Latin. Indeed, 
it is said that the first indication of the hinged rudder at the stern, is on 
the gold noble of King Edward III.§ Thus we see how large a chapter 
in the history of shipbuilding is opened before us, by considering a single 
word.

I may remark, that'this inquiry into the derivation of the term " rudder" 
throws a light on the history of a word, the origin of which is very difficult 
to conjecture at first sight. I allude to the term starboard, (German

* It is enough to refer to the wood-cuts in the useful publication, called " Old 
England," Nos. 1417 and 1433.

+ See the curious Tract, entitled " The Commonwealth's Great Ship, commonly called 
the Soveraigne of the Seas." London, 1653.

{ " Old England," No. 1978.
§ See Mr. Smith's Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul, pp. 148-147.
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Steuerbord.) I believe the primary meaning of this word to be simply " the 
steering side " board being the side of the ship, as we see in the word 
overboard and the right side of the vessel, as you look towards the bow 
being that on which the steering-paddle was commonly placed in the water, 
This word can be traced back to the time of Alfred,* and the French. 
tribord is a corruption of it. I must not stay to inquire whether larbord is 
merely a playful antithesis to starboard, as some suppose, or a compound 
formed by the aid of some word denoting "the left hand," as others have 
suggested. Its synonym backbord, which is found in some of the Northern 
languages, and in French is corrupted into babord, explains itself from the 
position of the steersman engaged with the starboard paddle-rudder, f

My last illustration is drawn from the history of a Greek naval term; 
but this will be excused, from the sacred interest connected with it. In

* A correspondent refers me, both for this word and the antithetical term backboard, to 
King Alfred's version of Orosius, B. i. c. 1. in Ohthere's account of his voyage.

t The paper, as originally read, contained some speculations on the history of the 
word steerage, which must evidently at first have had some connection with steering, 
though its popular usage seems now to associate it more closely with the bowsprit than 
the rudder. An illustration was sought from an ancient vocabulary, entitled " The Sea 
man's Dictionary, or an Exposilion and Demonstration of all the Parts and Things 
belonging to a Shippe," and published in 1644; where the following passage occurs 
(p. ll>3): " The stieridije is the place where they steere, out of which they may see the 
leech of the sailes, to see if they be in the wind or not." But the following extract, 
from the communication of a friend, is more to the point: " In large ships, before 
more complicated machinery had superseded the use of the ' tiller,' this was fitted to 
the rudder-head which came up through the counter of the vessel, in a space below the 
poop deck, and there traversed from side to side, as moved by the ropes communicating 
with the wheel situated on the quarter deck, immediately before the poop. This part of 
the vessel where the tiller worked, would naturally be called the ' steerage,' and in case 
of crowded accommodation might be appropriated to the stowage of stores, or even 
occasionally for sleeping berths or the hanging of hammocks, so long as the traversing 
of the tiller was not interfered with. It would generally be a comparatively dark, rough 
part of the ship, and both in position and aspect inferior to the cabin and state apart 
ments. By association of idea, therefore, I take it that in all vessels, whether ' flush' or 
having poops, the term ' steerage' has become applied to those cabins or places of 
accommodation for passengers or second officers, which, though in the immediate vicinity 
of the main cabin, are inferior and secondary to it. In merchant vessels, the steerage, 
ordinarily speaking, is the vestibule of the cabin at the foot of the companion ladder, 
and occupies all the space enclosed between the cabin door and the bulk-head, separating 
the after part of the vessel from the main hold. Where there is a deck laid on the hold 
beams, all the space fore and aft between the after bulk-head shutting of}' the steerage 
and cabin, and the fore bulk-head shutting off the forecastle, (in which the crew generally 
live), is technically termed the ' 'twixt decks.' Now, when a vessel's ' 'twixt decks' are 
appropriated to passengers, it often happens that the portion immediately before the 
cabin bulk-head will be separated from the rest, and fitted up rather more comfortably, 
and the berths there be charged a higher price. Here again, by association, this space 
will be then termed * the steerage,' and the passengers occupying it be styled ' steerage 
passengers.' It may also sometimes be designated by the title of ' second cabin;' but 
that term, to my ear, implies a style of accommodation, <fcc. above ' steerage.'"
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Acts xxvii. 40, the word rendered " mainsail" in the authorised version, 
and translated " litil sail " by Wicliffe, is artemon. It is a word which 
occurs in no other Greek writing; but, very singularly, it is found in the 
modern French vocabulary. There it denotes what we call the " mizen- 
sail," or the sail nearest the stem.* But it is established on satisfactory 
grounds that in the narrative in the Acts it really denotes the "fore-sail." 
This is curious and perplexing. But an examination of intermediate 
authorities by Mr. Smith, in his standard work on the Voyage and Ship 
wreck of St. Paul.f has cleared up the difficulty. In the modern Italian 
it is obsolete, and its equivalent is trinchetta ; but it occurs in the sense of 
" foresail" in Dante and Ariosto, and also in certain contracts entered into 
by the Genoese to supply the ships of Louis IX. J The change in phrase 
ology is in fact due to a transference of the sail's position. Thus we find 
that the history of nautical terms may throw a light, not only on the build 
and rig of ships, but even on difficult parts of Holy Writ.

By taking other Greek terms into our consideration  by examining the 
modern nautical vocabulary of the Levant by adding the phrases used by 
Russian sailors in the Black Sea and the Baltic we should have widened 
our view of the subject; and a larger induction might have modified some 
of our results. But so extensive a comparison of languages would involve 
no little labour; and probably enough has been said to recommend the 
subject to the Antiquarians of this town, which, if not the first, is certainly 
not the third, seaport of the world.

II. CONCLUDING ADDRESS AT THE END OF THE SECOND TRIENNIAL

PERIOD, 

By the Rev. A. Hume, LL.D., Hon. Secretary.

AT the close of the first cycle of the Society's operations, T complied at 
once with the request of the Council, in addressing a few words to the 
members, by way partly of summary and partly of suggestion. A similar

* We have already seen that vr&i de misaine in French is OUT foremast. 
+ pp. 1S3-102.
J Jal's Archeologie Navnle, quoted by Mr. Smith. 

K
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period has since elapsed: a few days will bring us to the sixth anniversary 
of the formal institution of the Society.* Within this room the ceremony 
took place, under the presidency of the chief magistrate for the time, and 
I believe I am correct in saying that it is the only learned Society of the 
town that ever was publicly and formally instituted, and not by a mere 
private union of individual gentlemen. It is our duty to inquire how far 
first promises have been fulfilled, hopes realised, and the results which were 
aimed at successfully achieved.

The determination with which the founders of the Society set out was a 
bold one, though it seems less so now. They felt that small societies, 
however pleasant they might be to those who could frequently attend 
meetings, were too limited in intellect, influence, and pecuniary resources 
to do much good; and that \\hen they either did not print the papers read 
or printed them partially and irregularly, they often discouraged instead of 
encouraging intellectual exertions. From the very first, therefore, not 
merely the work of each session, but even of each meeting, has been 
accounted for to the Members of this Society. What no other Society' in 
Liverpool has attempted, we have here successfully achieved; so that we 
can reckon the years of the Society's existence by the number of its 
volumes of Transactions.

This, however, is only part of the matter for congratulation which 
presents itself. The illustrations of the several volumes which have 
placed us from time to time under great obligations to various friends, have 
deservedly attracted attention to the labours of the Society, and seldom 
have any volumes possessed the same facility of reference by copious 
indices. Our publications are therefore regarded as a valuable medium by 
which men of the highest attainments, in the metropolis and elsewhere, 
communicate their acquirements to their brethren; and though all our 
volumes contain most valuable communications from non-resident gentle 
men, some of them entire strangers, we have not been able to avail our 
selves of all the offers of this kind which have been made from time to 
time.

The price which the volumes realise is a significant illustration of their 
intrinsic value. In many of the most respectable societies, both in

  This occurred June 20th, 18i8, the Mayor, (Thomas Berry HorsfalJ, Esq.,) in the 
Clmir.
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London and the provinces, it is not expected that the printed Proceedings 
and Transactions will sell for more than one-third of the annual subscrip 
tion. In this Society the volume alone, from the first, has been equal to 
the entire subscription. Even in the ancient chartered societies of the 
kingdom, the volumes are depreciated in value by time ; but in this one, 
we have been obliged to increase the selling price of one volume forty 
per cent., and of another one hundred per cent. And at this latter charge, 
our first volume has been bought up; so that one of the first duties of 
the council next session will be, to take into consideration the subject of 
reprinting it, that members who join us session by session may be enabled 
to procure complete sets.

The societies and institutions with which we have established friendly 
communications are now very numerous, and embrace several on the 
continent, from Orleans in France to Copenhagen in Denmark. During 
the past three years we have had from a large number of these, numerous 
testimonials of good will; and in London, our Society has the reputation of 
being one of two which are the best worked in all the provinces, the other 
being seated in Sussex.

When the Society was founded, in June, 1848, there were nearly two 
hundred Members enrolled. This was justly regarded as a large number, 
for no other society of the town in its most prosperous days had ever 
reckoned so many and even after the union of two Societies* the number 
was only one hundred and thirty. We can, however, look back to this 
as the period of infancy. From the first hour, the members have steadily 
increased; and if the Society were placed upon a more permanent basis, I 
believe that its numbers should not, and would not, fall below five 
hundred.

While all these arrangements have been going forward with so much suc 
cess, the property of the Society has also been steadily increasing. We have 
not merely the nucleus of a Museum but a positive Museum already; small, 
of course, consisting, as it does, almost wholly of donations. Our Library, 
too, is not a mere commencement, but a reality, containing some works of 
great value for inquirers in the path which we have hitherto mainly pursued

* In 1844, the Literary and Philosophical Society consisted of ninety members, and 
the Natural History Society of sixty, but twenty were common to boil), so that the 
united society consisted of one hundred.and thirty.
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During the past year, cases for hoth have been provided by the Council, 
and the whole collection is laid out, by the care of our Honorary Curator, 
in an apartment of his own house, which, with his usual generosity, he set 
apart for its reception. Before the close of another session, it will be 
necessary to prepare a formal catalogue of both; and the members will be 
able to see at a glance, not merely what they possess, but what they require.

In the closing address delivered three years ago, I drew attention to the 
fact that almost every one of the numerous subjects mentioned in our 
prospectus had been treated of; and also showed that this had happened 
more by accident than design I recommended, in consequence, a distinct 
classification of subjects, and showed that the eleven topics enumerated, 
naturally divided themselves into five heads Archaeology, Architecture, 
General Literature, Science, and Miscellaneous Subjects. But as any 
classification is better than no classification, it is not necessary that there 
should be so many as five heads, or that these should be the ones. The 
principle is one thing; the details are another. The former is of the first 
importance; the latter may be modified according to the peculiar cir, 
cumstances of the caase.

Classifying the papers as accurately as possible for some are allied to- 
two or more divisions we have had during the past three years, History 
and Antiquities largely treated of, Architecture and Topograpy to a less 
extent, Literature, Criticism, Genealogy, Biography, Trade and Commerce, 
the Fine Arts, and miscellaneous subjects. Taking a large view of the 
fifty-four papers of a more formal character which have been read in three 
sessions, twenty-three were connected directly or indirectly with Archaeology, 
twenty with Literature, and eleven were of a Miscellaneous character. 
When the volume is completed which is now passing rapidly through the 
press, the Members will have received in three sessions, little short of 
seven hundred pages of printed matter, together with nearly seventy plates.

The system of classification which was suggested in 1851 is one which I 
have several times brought before the Members of our various societies, 
and sometimes also before the public. Men are predisposed, in their minds 
as in their bodies, to form certain habits, to get as it were into a certain 
track; and thus some subjects come to be favourites, while others of equal 
or greater importance suffer very undeserved neglect. It is not sufficient, 
therefore, to have specific subjects there should be specific times for their 
consideration; and, if necessary or possible, distinct persons, to secure the

!
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cultivation of every corner in the intellectual field embraced. This is 
merely advocating the well-known principle, "A place for every thing, and 
every thing in its place."

Of the general subjects embraced by the Society, there is only one on 
which distinct papers have not been read, viz., Science. Even this subject 
lias been represented, if we use the term " science " in the wide accepta 
tion which is given to it by the British Association for the Advancement 
of Science, viz., as including mechanics, philology, geography, ethnology, 
and statistics. What I mean is, that science, in the stricter use of the 
term, has not been encouraged, though papers of that kind have been 
offered to us. There were two reasons for this : first, that there were 
other societies in the town in which those subjects were more prominent, 
and to which they more naturally belonged : second, that in the more 
limited scene of operations to which we were voluntarily, but not neces 
sarily, restricted, we had always as much matter as could be made use of 
in our limited number of meetings. To show you that the confidence 
which men of talent place in our Society is undiminished, and that its 
prospects of usefulness are still greater for the future than ever they were 
before, I may mention that I have on my list promises of twenty-two 
papers, not one of which can be made use of before next session. Even 
this fact does not state the whole truth. Several of our memoirs have 
been types for whole classes of a similar kind; and others have been only 
preliminary and introductory to those which are to follow. There is, there 
fore, no lack of material; and labourers, zealous and competent, are on the 
increase.

Within the last year, several 'gentlemen who take a deep interest in our 
local societies, and are connected with more than one of them, recom 
mended the formation of a great society, from existing materials, in which 
classification of subjects and division of labour would form the prominent 
characteristics. The deputies appointed to consult upon the subject, 
unanimously concurred in this recommendation; and two out of three 
societies for which the arrangement was thought desirable, have affirmed 
the principle in like manner. The advantage of the principle is that it 
may be adopted by one society exclusively, or by several united, provided 
only that the intellectual strength is sufficient to cultivate all the field that 
has been mapped out. The Archaeological Institute, which apparently



150

follows up only one line of inquiry, classifies its subjects [Antiquities, 
History, and Architecture]; and our Society, comprehending, as it does, 
every inquiry of interest connected with two of the most important shires 
in the kingdom, not only admits of, but requires and demands, a suitable 
classification, on many grounds. If the objects of our Society were extended 
from local to general that is, if they were removed from their application 
to a limited locality such sectional working would be indispensable; and 
we should then be able to do for Science in its various departments what 
has been so well done for Archaeology, and, to a less extent, for Literature. 
We should not then be obliged to reject (as we have hitherto been), 
valuable communications which did not fairly come within our lines of 
latitude and longitude; but, in the variety of talents and acquirements 
which our members possess, and our volumes would display, we should 
he able to claim relationship with every society in the kingdom, and to 
reciprocate kindly offices with all of them that are valuable.

There is one other fact, not necessarily connected with Literature or 
Science, and yet it is of so interesting a character that I cannot conclude 
without at least a passing notice of it. It is, that during the whole cycle 
of three years which is now closing, the utmost harmony and unanimity 
have prevailed. I am not aware that in all that time the Society has even 
come to a division in voting; but trivial objections have been waived, 
mutual concessions have been spontaneously made, and our decisions have 
been not merely harmonious but unanimous. I need not say that such a 
state of things is rare; it is almost unparalleled. The success which has 
attended the labours of the Society, and the high esteem into which it has 
risen during a brief course of six years, are appropriate results of this high 
tone of feeling, and becoming rewards to those who have earnestly cultivated 
it. For my own part, I can truly say, that such labours on behalf of the 
Society as have fallen to my share have been divested almost of the 
appearance of toil; by the kindness which sustained, and the zeal and 
intelligence which encouraged. However high may be the destinies of the 
Society in the future, and the prospect is all encouraging, I will cherish 
a kindly remembrance of the gentlemen who figured in its early history, 
and to the exercise of whose clear heads and sound hearts the present 
measure of success is mainly attributable.


