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marks, and yet not a single character in that blessed volume awakens anv 
idea in his vacant mind. If he were not in prison, where he must con 
tinue for life, he would be in the workhouse, or would perish. He knows 
not, poor fellow, the difference between a prison and palace they are alike 
to him and when I saw him where I did, I said, that as he had been so 
neglected hitherto, though the inhabitant of a county where there have 
been for thirty years past two separate Institutions for the deaf and dumb, 
it was a happy dispensation of Providence which had placed him where so 
much better care could be taken of him, than he was capable of taking of 
himself.

It certainly does not follow, nor is it to be supposed, that the want of 
education will necessarily lead the deaf into crime. Mr. Wright, the well- 
known prison philanthropist, lately declared in a speech at Manchester, 
that in his experience of prisoners, (most of which we know is local,) he 
had met with one only who was deaf and dumb. But for want of educa 
tion, even those who are well-disposed, must be an anxiety and a burden, 
either to their friends, or to the community, or both: and if from mis 
management they become vicious, the charge then becomes one for which 
the cost of early training would have been a most prudent and economical 
exchange.

I wish, in conclusion, to add, that, for several facts in this Paper I am 
indebted to gentlemen connected with the various Institutions which have 
been mentioned, and especially, for the early history of the Manchester 
School, to my friend and fellow-labourer, Mr. Andrew Patterson, the 
Principal of that Institution.

II. NOTICES or BBITISH ANTIQUITIES, No. 1. 

By Edward Benn, Esq.

"When so many are inquiring into and speculating on the state of civili 
zation in Egypt, Assyria, and other countries, at a very remote period, it 
is singular that so little investigation has been directed to the condition of 
these islands previous to the historic period. It is generally considered 
that our ancestors, before the era of the Roman invasion, were mere bar-
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barians ; but this does not appear to be the fact. In the absence of written 
records, we can only form an idea of the knowledge possessed by these early 
people, by an examination of such fragments of their works as have come 
down to us ; and the paper which I now offer, and which I will endeavour 
to follow up by others on the same subject, is little more than a brief state 
ment of the circumstances connected with the discovery or finding of such 
early remains or fragments. It is hoped that others, who may be in 
possession of similar information, will add their contribution of facts, to 
assist in arriving at some definite knowledge on so interesting a subject.

The theory generally received, regarding the inhabitants of the British 
Islands, and other northern countries, does not appear to me to be a system 
so tenable as is generally supposed. It is that the weapons or instruments, 
either for war or domestic uses, which are discovered, indicate certain fixed 
stages or epochs of civilization, namely, that there was an age, and that 
the most rude and primitive, when stone was applied to these purposes; 
then came another when brass was used ; and then a third when iron came 
into operation. I consider that Ireland is the best part of the empire in 
which to investigate this matter, because, not having been occupied by the 
Romans, nearly all the remains of antiquity which could have connection 
with this inquiry may be considered British, and in this point of view may 
assist in determining the difficulty which exists in England in ascertaining 
what relics are of British, Eoman, or Saxon origin.

In Ireland, then, I have found articles of glass, iron, and bronze, in 
situations that would seem to prove their extreme antiquity; while, on the 
other hand, those of stone are met with under circumstances indicating a 
more recent origin. Flint arrows, and such things, are found generally 
very near the surface of the ground ; while beads of glass or porcelain, of 
singular form and manufacture, are found in the subsoil; and, if my 
information be correct, as to the place or position of their discovery, in the 
earth. It is reasonable therefore to infer that these are of higher antiquity 
than other works of art of more rude character. Articles of bronze or brass 
are also found under circumstances shewing great antiquity, and the same 
may be said of iron. Weapons, both of brass and iron, have been found in 
marl pits, in connection with the remains of the extinct fossil deer of 
Ireland. I have not heard of instruments of stone being found in such 
situations. Brass and iron instruments, of ancient character, are also 
known to be sometimes united by rivets; besides, articles of brass, iron,
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and stone, are frequently all found together. I have seen many stone ham 
mers, and such like objects, in which the holes are hored with such smoothness 
and accuracy, that I can hardly think they were made with any thing else 
than an excellent steel drill. I do not deny the possibility of such work 
being done by a hard stone, but I cannot help thinking it improbable. The 
awl which I exhibit at least proves that those who knew the use of bronze 
did not disdain to apply a stone in connection with it, when convenient for 
their purpose. This very interesting, and I think unique specimen, was 
found near Randalstown, county of Antrim. It is of bronze, and has 
exactly the form and curve of the awl at present in use, but a natural stone 
is substituted for the handle, in which is a hole at each end. It altogether 
seems to shew a singular want of knowledge of working in wood, and of 
the most commonplace contrivance for fixing a very simple instrument in 
a handle.

It must be admitted that there are great difficulties in coming to a 
conclusion on the subject of the stone and brass ages. One of the 
greatest is to form an opinion regarding the stone celts, as they are 
called, which are complete counterparts in form and fashion of those of 
brass, which are so common. The stone instruments of this kind, how 
ever, are rare. I exhibit three. The holes and grooves in one of these 
are remarkable. Were they made in imitation of those of brass, by per 
sons too poor to purchase the metallic article, or were the brass ones made 
in imitation of them ? The stone instruments of this character are 
generally supposed to have been hatchets used in war. I would rather 
conjecture that they have been the every-day tools of a very primitive 
people. They are commonly about five inches long, and might have been 
used for cutting and skinning animals, splitting wood, and such purposes. 
They are found in considerable numbers in some localities, in the county of 
Antrim for instance. They are generally made of the hard basalt found 
in the mountain streams. I exhibit a specimen of one, out of about a dozen 
found neatly piled up together, several inches only below the surface, on 
the banks of a small stream in the townland of Legagrane, parish of 
Dunaghy, county of Antrim. I should suppose, from this circumstance, 
that these instruments were blocked out in convenient places, and carried 
away to be finished elsewhere. Those to which I refer seemed to have been 
prepared for removal, but to have been left behind from some cause. This is 
certainly the first germ of manufacturing industry and division of labour,



105

as it might be almost supposed that the person who searched the stream 
for the particular kind of stone required, rough-hewed it, and that it was 
then transferred to the hands of a more skilled workman. All this is at 
least prohahle, as it is not likely the same person would require a dozen 
celts. I also exhibit a very small specimen of the same character, which 
would appear to be of a size too inconsiderable to be at all used as an 
offensive weapon. It has been supposed that these stone instruments 
were attached to a handle. This does not appear to have been intended. 
Some few have been found with a hole for the reception of a shaft, but 
these are very rare. The habit of using instruments with the hand, without 
a shaft or handle, continued even with those made of brass, as in the case 
of the very rare bronze adze which I exhibit, and which was evidently used 
by the hand without a shaft.

It will be observed that I only make, in this paper, such desultory remarks 
as have occurred to me, as arising from circumstances that have come 
under my own notice, or that may be suggestive of inquiry to others, and 
that I do not aim at any distinctive theory on the subject. I merely wish 
to assert that the generally received system of the stone, the brass, and 
the iron eras, as illustrative of successive periods of time and civilization, 
cannot, I think, be well sustained; and that the use of instruments from 
all these several materials, was in reality to much extent co-existent. Those 
who have written so much about the Egyptians, and other nations of anti 
quity, have only exhibited to us these people and their works in a state of 
civilization, more or less. Did the old inhabitants of the east use stone 
and other rude materials for metal before becoming civilized ? or how far 
distant from Britain have such things been found ? It would be a most 
interesting subject for inquiry, if, in digging in China, India, or other early 
seats of civilization, any indications could be found of a people having at 
any time occupied those countries, so rude as to have resorted, as our 
ancestors have done, to the use of stone tools or weapons.


