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II. ON SHOTWICK CHURCH AND ITS SAXON FOUNDATION, 

By Joseph Mayer, F.S.A.

Shotwick is a parish in the hundred of Wirral and county of Chester; 
in which are included the townships of Shotwick, Capenhurst, Great 
Saughall and Woodbank. In the township of Shotwick are 570 acres of 
land, with a population of 100, according to the census of 1851 ; which 
shews a decrease of 12 souls, the number having been 112, as recorded in 
the census of 1841.

The termination of the name, Wick, refers to its having once been the site 
of Salt Works of some note ; but they were only worked to a small extent, 
at the time when Leyland wrote his Itinerary, and have now totally 
disappeared.

At the time of the Conquest, we find recorded in the Domesday Book, 
" Sotowiche was held by the secular canons of St. Wereburg of Chester, 
from whom it was taken by William, and given by him to Hugh Lupus, 
who granted it to the Benedictine Monks."

The manor was held under the Abbots by a family who bore the local 
name of Sotowiche, and must therefore have belonged to the original Saxon 
stock; and in their holding, it continued until the reign of Edward I., when 
Alice de Shotwicke conveyed it-away by her marriage to Robert de 
Hockenhall. In the 15th year of the reign of Henry VII. we find one of 
the Hockenhalls in a plea to a quo warranto, claiming in virtue of his 
holding Shotwick, the right of fishery in those parts of the river Dee, which 
ran past his manor, with the privilege of keeping " all that comes to the 
net," excepting and always provided against " the dainty bits, the whalle, 
sturgion, and thorlehede," which were ordered to be reserved for the use of 
the Earl at Chester Castle ; and in lieu thereof, the lord of the manor was 
allowed a certain fixed fee or reward. Shotwick continued in possession of 
the family of Hockenhall until the year 1715; when through the dis 
turbances of the times and other adverse circumstances, the proprietors 
were obliged to mortgage the estate. Not afterwards being able to redeem
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it from debt, the lands were sold, and became the property of John Nevitt 
Bennett, Esq., of Chester, in whose family it still remains.

The village of Shotwick, sometimes called Shotwick Church-town, is 
about five and a half miles distant from Chester, two miles from the old 
King's Ferry over the Dee, and nearly three miles from the Railway Station, 
at Button, standing on the banks of the Dee marshes. It was formerly in 
immediate proximity to its deep waters, but the silting up of that once fine 
river, making it requisite to form a new channel for the purposes of 
commerce, the water-course was so far removed from its original way, that 
it is only at spring tides and particular states of the wind that the waters 
now approach it. Even then, they do not do so to any great extent; so that in 
reality, the church is at the present time nearly a mile from the navigable 
channel of the river.

The church, dedicated to St. Michael, is a perpetual curacy, in the 
patronage of the Dean and Chapter of Chester, and returned in the clergy 
list of 1841 at the annual value of £88. The present incumbent is the 
Rev. James Cottingham. It consists of a large, square, well-proportioned, 
and embattled tower, a nave, a north aisle, a chancel, and a small chapel at 
the eastern termination of the aisle. The chancel is divided from the 
chapel by two low obtusely formed arches, springing from massive octagonal 
pillars ; while the aisle and body of the church are separated by a range of 
four acutely pointed arches, resting upon octagonal columns of similar 
strength to those which intervene between the chapel and the chancel. 
The roof is open to the apex ; very rude, but strongly constructed of oak : 
the timbers rest upon very large brackets, lying across the wall formed by 
the arches, which occupy nearly the middle of the church ; and the ends of 
the brackets being ornamented with grotesque heads and leafage scrolls, 
the whole has a durable and rather picturesque appearance. The 
windows have been richly decorated with emblazonry, figures, and other 
devices on the glass ; but only small fragments now remain, excepting in 
the side windows, one of which has the fleur cle lis and other flowers 
repeated alternately in all the panes, whilst another of them is nearly filled 
with the initials T. A., apparently an offertory window, and supposed to 
refer to Thomas Abbas, Yerdsley. Of the original fabric very little now 
remains ; it having been re-built externally in the fifteenth century, with 
the exception of the south doorway, which has a round arch, with three 
ranges of ornamentation, consisting of the quatrefoil, the chevron, and the
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billet on the mouldings, which are in good preservation, but sadly obscured 
by the bad taste of some former churchwardens, in allowing a rude porch 
to be built against it, and the arch to be so often whitewashed with lime, as to 
fill up in a great measure the carved parts of the work. However, there is 
enough of them left visible, together with the massy columns inside, to 
claim for the original church a very remote foundation ; and I think I may 
safely say, a Saxon foundation; for I do not agree with those who would 
rob our early churches of then1 fair claim to an existence prior to the 
Norman Invasion. Against this I would cite the example now before us, 
where we find a church in existence, and actually under the superintendence 
of a well organised body of men, who at the coming of William are in peace 
ful possession, but who are, in order to serve as a greater security to the 
holding of the usurped lands, driven from their rightful and long abode, 
their lands seized, and with them all their revenues confiscated, and given 
to others by the ruthless spoiler. I would ask, as we have undoubted 
evidence of the existence of a church at A.D. 1066, if it is at all 
reasonable to suppose that the Norman monks to whom it was transferred, 
would for the mere sake of having a church of their own building, pull down 
a well built temple, dedicated to the same saint whom they acknowledged 
as patron, to erect another, at much cost of both money and time; more 
especially as we are told that their revenues were at that period but very 
small.

That the Normans after their arrival in England, did in many places 
erect new churches, and alter or enlarge others, is all very true, as may be 
gathered from original documents yet in existence; but until we have 
better evidence than what has been brought to bear on the subject, in 
support of the theory that all our round arched churches were built by 
them, I shall be of the creed of those who believe that a great many edifices 
now remaining to us, were built by our Saxon forefathers long before the 
Norman invasion.

The assertion made by the advocates of Norman architecture, that all the 
Saxon churches were built of wood, is not tenable; thanks to the researches 
of archaeological societies, and lovers of antique lore. They quote from 
the Charter of King Edgar (A.D. 973,) in which he states his intention of 
" rebuilding all the holy monasteries in the kingdom, which are visibly 
ruinous with mouldering shingles and worm-eaten boards, even to the 
rafters." " But though," says Mr. Ashpitel, in his valuable paper on



80

Eepton Churcb and Priory,* and which I have much pleasure in referring 
to, " many buildings might have been of wood, we have positive proof 
that for many years a great many had been built of stone. Exactly five 
hundred years before the conquest, the church of St. Martin, at "Whitehorn, 
was built, says Bede, of stone, an unusual method among the Britons."-)- In 
627, Paulinus built a targe and noble church of stone, at York, and in the 
next year, a stone church of beautiful workmanship, at Lincoln. In 652, 
St. Finan built the church of Lindisfarne. " Nevertheless," says Bede, 
" he made it after the manner of the Scots, not of stone, but of hewn oak." 
Surely this exception, " after the manner of the Scots," would prove rather 
that the manner of the English was different. A few years later, we meet 
with a curious passage in Bede, who states " that Benedict Biscop was 
about to build the monasteries of Wearmouth and Jarrow, and that he 
crossed the sea, and brought back with him masons to build him a church 
' in the Roman style,' which he always admired."

Again, we are told that the Saxons were incapable of executing fine 
masonry; but if we may judge from the Anglo-Saxon MSS. still existing, 
especially the celebrated Pentateuch of ^Elfric, and the elaborate designs in 
their jewellery ; we there find diagrams of most intricate design, carried out 
in detail, with a precision that at once ought to deter writers from being too 
hasty in drawing conclusions, before more minutely studying their subject; 
and that the Saxon workmen did use carving at an early period is proved 
by the word " grefrsetwan " used by them to express ornaments carved as 
fret-work.

On taking possession of Britain, after the Eomans had left it, the Saxons 
must have found many temples standing ; and the very houses which had 
been abandoned by their more civilised occupiers became their future 
habitations, built with all the elegancies of ancient Rome itself. They 
would naturally imitate those structures which they found so far superior to 
their own rude style; and so, we find in reality, that the Saxon architecture 
was founded on the Roman rather than the Norman.

The records of Shotwick are very few ; but the church, as referred to in 
Domesday Book,} may be properly quoted. It runs as follows : " Ipsa 
ecclesia tenuit et tenet Sotowiche. Ibi una hida geldabilis; terra est

* Journal of the British Archaeological Association, No. XXVII. 
t Bede, Hist. Eccles. III. c. 4. } Vol. 2, p. 363.
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I trium carucarum. Ibi iv. villaui, et ii. bordarii, cum uua caruca, et uua 
acra prati. Tempore regis Edwardi valebat xvi. solidos, modo xiii. solidos, 
et iii. denarios."

In an original MS. account of the possessions belonging to the Abbey of 
Stanlow, now in iny possession, I find an entry relating to Shotwick in the 
" Extentus Regalia omnium ecclesiarum infra Archidiaconatu Cestrise et 
decimarum de eisdem concessarum," as follows: " Decanatus de Wyrhall. 
Ecclesia de Shotewiche xii. manr., una decima xvi. una medietas viiid."

The church revenue was appropriated by Abbot Walter, 24 Henry III. 
towards defraying the increased expenses of his kitchen, in consequence of 
six monks having been added to the number before existing in the abbey.

In the 4th of Edward II., Robert de Hide, and Henry, son of William 
de Shotwike, being attached for brewing contrary to the assize, the Abbot 
claimed the right of punishing them, and of receiving the fine in his own 
court, as a privilege enjoyed from time immemorial over all the tenants of 
his manor of Shotwick. This court was held at Great Salghall, within the 
parish of Shotwick.

The cure of Shotwick was held for a few years by Dr. Samuel Clarke, 
the learned biographer and puritanical divine of the 17th century. He 
was maintained here by voluntary contributions, and drew enormous crowds 
together to his preachings and conferences ; but was compelled to leave the 
place, after five years' residence, by a prosecution which was brought against 
him in the Chancellor's court for the omission of ceremonies. In 1661, he 
was deputed by the ministers of London to present an address against re- 
ordination, and surplices in colleges ; and in the same year was appointed 
a commissioner for the reformation of the Book of Common Prayer. He 
was eight years a governor of Sion College, and two years President; and 
closed a life of piety in 1682, after having been ejected many years for 
nonconformity. This mortification he, however, bore with such tranquillity, 
that he attended his own church as a member of the congregation.

The works of Dr. Clarke are very numerous, and though little known, 
extremely valuable ; they contain the essence of many abstruse writers, 
and a multitude of biographical anecdotes to be derived from no other 
source. He has also been attentive to illustrating them with portraits, 
which have added in no small degree to their price and rarity. The 
following list is given in a life written by himself.
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The Marrow of Ecclesiastical History, 4to., published in 1640 and 1650, 
reprinted in 1654, and in large folio in 1675. This was the first English 
collection of biography.

Lives of Sundry Eminent Persons, forming a third volume of the 
preceding work, published 1662. It was reprinted 1683, with a good 
engraving by White of himself, and another of his wife, who was daughter 
of Valentine Overton, rector of Bedworth, in the county of Warwick. 
Another engraving of him by Cross, is prefixed to the 4to. edition of his 
Ecclesiastical History, 1650; and a third to the edition of the same work 
published in 1675.

A general Martyrology, 1651, 1660.
An English Martyrology, 1652.
Cases of Conscience, 1659.
A Book against Toleration ; a Life of Tamerlane ; a Defence of Tithes ; 

and a Description of the Seventeen Provinces of the Netherlands, were all 
published in 1675.

Lives of English Warriors, 1671.
God's Judgments against Persecutors, 1673.
An English Dictionary, under an assumed name, 1670.
A Mirror or Looking Glass for Saints and Sinners, 1646, 1655, 1657, 

and in 1671 a second volume. Of this work Mr. Chalmers observes, 
that " excepting Wanley's Wonders, and Turner's Providences, which 
follow his plan, T know not any book that contains an equal portion of 
the marvellous combined with the useful," and that " he must have turned 
over a prodigious number of volumes to accumulate such a mass of 
anecdote."

The Precedent for Princes, 1680.
A Book of Apophthegms, 1681.

It was in the parish of Shotwick that Mrs. Mary Davies, the celebrated 
horned woman was born. Her misfortunes are recorded in a pamphlet 
bearing the following title.

" A brief narrative of a strange and wonderful old  woman, that 
hath a pair of horns growing upon her head, giving a true account 
how they have several times after their being shed grown again. 
Declaring the place of her birth, her education, and conversation, 
with the first occasion of their growth, the time of their continuance, 
and where she is now to be seen, viz., at the sign of the Swan, near 
Charing Cross.

" You that love wonders to behold,
Here you may of a wonder read, 

The strangest that was ever seen or told, 
A woman with horns upon her head.

London : Printed by T. J., 1676, 7 pp. small 4to."

The pamphlet describes her as then 76 years of age, born and bred in 
the parish of Shotwick, and the renter of a farm of sixteen pounds per





MRS MARY DAVIS,

OF GREAT SAUGHALL NEAR CHESTER A'ibbB / TAT|5 74WHE-N 

SHE WAS 28 YEARS OF AGE, AN EXCRESCENCE GREW UPON 

HER HEAD, LIKE TO A WEN, WHICH CONTINUED 30 YEARS 

AND THEN GREW INTO TWO HORNS.
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annum, under the crown. Her husband, Henry Davies, had then been 
deceased 35 years, after which she had practiced the business of a midwife.

The first affection of her head began with a soreness and swelling, sup 
posed to be occasioned by wearing a tight hat, which, after twenty years, 
assumed the form of a wen, and continued for five years longer, "after which 
time it was by a strange operation of nature changed into horns, which are 
in shew and substance much like a rams, solid and wrinkled, but sadly 
grieving the old woman, especially upon the change of weather."

" She hath cast her horns three times already; the first time was but a 
single horn, which grew long but slender as an oaten straw. The second 
was thicker than the former. The two first Mr. Huson, minister of Shot- 
wick (to whose wife this rarity was first discovered) obtained of the old 
woman, his parishioner. They kept not an equal distance of time in. 
falling off; some at three, some at four, and some at four years and a half's 
growth.

The third time grew two horns, both of which were beat off by a fall 
backwards ; one of them an English Lord obtained and presented it to the 
French king ; the other, which was the largest, was nine inches long and 
two inches broad. It is much valued for the novelty, a greater than any 
John Tracleskin can shew, or the greatest traveller can affirm to have seen. 
Sir Willoughby Aston hath also another horn dropped from this woman's 
head, and reserves it as a choice rarity. At this present time she hath a 
pah- of horns upou her head of six months growth, and 'tis not without 
reason believed they will in a short time be larger than any of the former, 
for still the latter have exceeded the former in bigness."

Her horns are preserved in the Ashmolean and British Museums, and 
her portrait, which was engraved by Richardson, is given in Leigh's 
Natural History of Cheshire, taken in the 72nd year of her age, 1668. 
Another portrait is preserved at Doddington Hall; and a third in the 
British Museum, from which the accompanying wood block is taken.


