
By Dr. Kenclrick, of 
Warrington,

By Joseph Mayer, F.S.A. A medallion portrait of the Marquis of West 
minster's fool.

By Peter R. M'Quie, Esq. Leigh's Natural History of Lancashire and
Cheshire, and of the Peak in Derbyshire, 
fol. 1700.

A large coloured drawing of the Excavations 
at the Moto Hill, Warrington, shewing the 
strata of earth, some of the objects dis 
covered, &c.

By W. G.Herdman, Esq. Drawings of several Dissenting Chapels, in
Liverpool Ancient and Modern, to illus 
trate Dr. Thorn's Paper for the Evening.

PAPERS.

I. LVVEBPOOL CHURCHES AND CHAPELS ; THETB DESTRUCTION, REMOVAL,
OB ALTERATION : 

WITH NOTICES OF CLERGYMEN, MINISTERS, AND OTHERS.

By Rev. D. Thorn, D.D., Ph. D., one of the Vic«-Pre»idents of tlus Society.

PABT II.

Having thus disposed of Churches and Cliapels which at one time or 
another have been connected with the Establishment, our attention is now 
to be directed to Dissenting Congregations, and to changes which have 
taken place in the edifices where they have been in the habit of worshipping. 
Some of these changes having already attracted notice, we need not repeat 
them. We speak of,

1. Newington Chapel, Renshaw Street.

A middling sized, respectable looking building, which, owing to its stand 
ing hack considerably from the street, is apt to be overlooked by the 
stranger. But it is not altogether undeserving of his attention. There is 
an entrance to it also from Cropper Street. It was erected in 1777, by a 
body of English Presbyterians, chiefly connected with the small chapel in 
Toxteth Park, who, having taken exception to the appointment of Mr. Hugh 
Anderson to be minister, withdrew from their old associates. We have 
reason to believe that the choice of its site, as having been then out of the 
town, and requiring to be approached by a stile, was objected to by several 
of the congregation. Mr, Jonathan Mercer, who made the purchase, had 
some difficulty in overcoming the opposition of his friends. However, at



last he succeeded. So greatly have circumstances altered since that time, 
that the chapel, it will be allowed by all, is now central enough.

Mr. David Bruce was the first pastor, under whose care the congregation 
assembling in Nowington Chapel became united to the Independents.

The character of Mr. Bruce was highly respectable. After labouring 
among his people usefully for the space of more than thirty years, he died 
28th January, 1808. For some time before his death, he was assisted in 
the discharge of his ministerial duties by his nephew, Mr. John Bruce, 
afterwards located in the Isle of Wight, and for a long time chaplain 
and registrar at the Cemetery, Low-hill author of a volume entitled 
" Necropolis," and other works. During the incumbency of Mr. David 
Bruce, at Newington Chapel, 1793, several of his congregation, joining 
with others like them favourable to the doctrine and discipline of the Es 
tablished Church of Scotland, left him, to lay the foundation of Oldham 
Street Kirk, and place themselves under the pastoral care of Dr. 
Kirkpatrick.

Some years after Mr. Bruce's death, the congregation of Newington Chapel, 
having been struck with the eloquence and other pulpit gifts of Mr. Thomas 
Spencer, unanimously called on him to become their minister. He accepted 
the call. Early in 1811 he commenced his labours. Nothing could exceed 
his popularity. Crowds of persons, including churchmen as well as dis 
senters, constantly flocked to listen to him. He was then only twenty 
years of age. His extreme youth, the intonations of his voice which are 
said to have been music itself, and the ease and natural grace with which 
he spoke, conspired to impart to his public appearances an influence which 
was perfectly fascinating His hearers, in spite of themselves, were hurried 
along by the stream and force of his oratory,* As one consequence of 
this state of things, an enlargement of the existing chapel, or the erection 
of a new one, became necessary. The latter alternative, as we shall see 
immediately, was adopted. In June, 1811, Mr. Spencer was ordained. 
Closely following this event, he laid the foundation-stone of Great George 
Street Chapel, a building intended for him, and rendered indispensable by 
the almost clamorous demand for sittings, occasioned by his pathetic and

* " SPEKCEK, from all I could learn at Liverpool during eleven years occupation of 
bis pnlpit, seems to liave approached nearest to the pntliosand fascination of Whitfield, 
but he had evidently none of his commanding majesty." Philip's Life and Times of 
George Whitfield, p. 558.
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effective pulpit addresses. But George Street Chapel he was never to occupy. 
Every inhabitant of Liverpool who has read Dr. Eaffles's narrative of 
Thomas Spencer and who that takes any interest in the religious affairs 
of the town has not read it ? is aware, that on the 5th day of August, 
1811, the amiable, talented, and promising youth, of whom we are now 
speaking, was drowned while bathing in the River Mersey, near the then 
Herculaneum Potteries. The deep and thrilling sensation produced in 
the public mind by this event was all-absorbing, aud is still remembered by 
many. Great lamentation and woe, especially among the dissenting body 
ensued. The funeral may justly be said to have been a public one. 
Spencer's corpse was deposited in the small burial ground attached to the 
chapel, in a grave situated between the building and Renshaw Street.

Consequent on Mr. Spencer's death was the appointment of Mr. Thomas 
Raffles, now D.D. and LL.D., as his successor; and the removal of the 
greater part of the congregation of Newington Chapel with that gentleman 
to the edifice-in Great George Street, on May 29th, 1813.

After the lapse of two or three years the church and congregation, 
assembling in Newington, were again organized, and came under the 
pastoral care of Mr. Robert Philip. His induction took place in 1814 or 
1815. Mr. Philip's ministry in Liverpool extended till 1826, when he 
demitted his charge, and went to London to preside over the religious 
services of Maberley Chapel. The public character of this gentleman, who 
is still alive, speaks for itself. He is well known as an author. Among 
his works may be mentioned the "Bethel Flag, or sermons to seamen," 
1823, "The life and times of George Whitfleld," and his biography of 
William Mylne, the Chinese Missionary.

It was during the incumbency of Mr. Philip, early in 1820,* that the 
present neat Gothic fa9ade of Newington Chapel, as seen from Renshaw 
Street, was put up. Previously, the chapel had fronted Cropper Street. 
To the kindness and generosity of Mr. Benjamin Baker, marble mason 
and statuary, the congregation were indebted for a present of the stones, 
by which they were enabled to carry a very decided and desirable improve 
ment of their place of worship into effect. Those now alive, who can 
recollect the not merely plain but unsightly aspect of the Renshaw Street

* " New fronted, 2nd of February, 1880." These words are engraved on tbe top of 
the right-hand buttress.
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end of the chapel before the alteration took place, and have remarked its 
present appearance, are thereby qualified to understand how, by means of a 
little taste, enterprise, and pecuniary outlay, a positive eyesore may be 
converted into an ornament.

For some years after Mr. Philip's departure, Mr. Robert M'Lean, a gen 
tleman of high respectability of character, occupied the pulpit. 

To him, about 1831, succeeded Mr. Patrick Thomson, A.M.

Mr. William Lindsay Alexander, A.M., was in 1833 and 1834 pastor of 
Newingtoii Chapel. The superiority of this gentleman's talents and at 
tainments was too great and too well-known, to permit him to remain long 
the luminary of a comparatively obscure chapel in a provincial town. 
Hence his early removal to Edinburgh. This able and eminent man has 
for years been regarded as one of the ornaments of the Scottish Indepen 
dent body. He is certainly one of their most influential ministers. His 
various publications, but above all, his connexion with Kitto's periodical, 
have acquired for him a high standing in the theologico-literary world. The 
University of St. Andrews, of which he had been an alumnus, as a mark 
of its approbation, and appreciation of his superior ability, some time ago 
conferred on him the degree of D.D. While in Liverpool he became 
favourably known as a controversialist. The Rev. William Dalton, A.M., 
then incumbent of St. Jude's, having in 183-1 published his " Reasons for 
attachment to the Church of England," Mr. Alexander immediately assailed 
it in his " Examination of the ' Reasons,' " &c., a pamphlet displaying his 
possession of a vigorous intellect, and splendid argumentative powers.

When Mr. Alexander vacated the pulpit of Newiiigton Chapel, it came 
to be occupied by Mr. William Dallison. The career of this zealous 
preacher was but a brief one. Having exerted himself far beyond his 
strength, fever soon stepped in to put an end to his life and ministry. Hia 
death took place in 1836, or early in 1837. In the same grave, with his 
lamented predecessor Spencer, his body reposes.* Mr. Dallison, by his .   
zealous and earnest pulpit discourses, acquired considerable local popularity "'

Mr. William Bevan was Mr. Dallison's immediate successor. He com-

* An affecting incident has been related to us, on good authority, in connection with 
this gentleman's funeral. Immediately behind the corpse, in the procession, was seen 
Dr. Raffles, condescendingly and affectionately holding by the hand a little boy, the eldest 
son of the deceased. «nd apparently, from time to time, whispering words of consolation 
to the youthful mourner.



menced his pastorship July 12th, 1837. For ten years he approved himself 
to the people under his charge as an able and efficient minister. At last, 
his activity and superior business habits occasioned his removal to the 
Metropolis, in July, 1847. Reports of different Liverpool Societies, drawn 
up by himself as Secretary, during his residence in this town, gained liim no 
small share of credit and influence.

The church* and congregation of Newington Chapel have for several 
years enjoyed the benefit of the able ministrations of Mr. Robert Spence, 
A. M., the present pastor.f

S. Great George Street Chapel.

This beautiful structure, as it ranks the first in point of size, so is it the 
first as regards the number and respectability of its worshippers, among the 
dissenting chapels of Liverpool.

Its origin we have already noticed. Spencer's popularity was the imme 
diate cause of its existence. That eloquent and popular preacher having 
laid the foundation stone in 1811, a short time before the melancholy 
catastrophe that terminated his life, it was opened for divine worship in 
May, 1812. Full particulars respecting Mr. Spencer's brief but interesting 
career, and some acquaintance with his style of writing, may be obtained 
by consulting Dr. Raffles's able, pleasing, and pathetic narrative, a graceful 
tribute paid to the memory of the amiable and lamented youth, by his 
distinguished successor.

This leads me to observe, that the history of Great George Street Chapel 
may be briefly told. Nothing else, indeed, is it, up to the present moment, 
save a record of circumstances connected with the personal ministry of Dr. 
Raffles. He has, for the space of 40 years, officiated as its sole pastor. 
Through his exertions, not only the congregation, but the Inde 
pendent interest as a whole, has flourished. For me, however, to expati 
ate in praise of his character would bo an impertinence. The affection and 
confidence, not merely of those immediately under his charge, but of 
the congregational body in general, constitute his best eulogium. Degrees

* The church, in a congregational sense, and in its present form, was organized at 
the time of Mr. Sevan's admission as Pastor, in July, 1837.

t Mr. Spence commenced preaching at Newington Chapel on the tliird Sunday of 
July, 1848, and was set apart, by imposition of hands, to the ministerial office, on the 
26th day of October following.
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of LL.D. and D.D., conferred upon him at different times, serve to 
shew that his literary merits have not been overlooked by those who 
possess the power of dispensing academical honours. His refusal of 
a London pulpit, when offered to him, affords a most decided proof of the 
strength of the affection subsisting between his people and himself. 
Concerning his urbanity, prudence, eloquence,-poetical turn of mind, great 
general ability, and power of rivetting the attention of a popular audience, 
there can be but one opinion.

Besides his Life and Remains of Spencer, which has passed through 
several editions, the Doctor has given to the public his Tour on the Conti 
nent, two volumes of Discourses, several Sermons, preached on funeral and 
other occasions, and a variety of beautiful hymns. His tastes are antiqua 
rian, and he is well known to excel in various branches of archaeological 
lore. For the space of three years, being the term prescribed by you, he 
held the distinguished office in your Society, to which it was your pleasure 
sometime since to elevate the writer of these lines.

What George Street Chapel originally was, may be seen in prints and 
engravings of the building. I say, originally was; for the chapel of which 
Spencer laid the foundation stone, exists no longer.* Fire destroyed it on 
the 19th February, 1840. A single hour, from 9 to 10, a.m., sufficed to 
consume the whole of the interior. But its site did not long remain occu 
pied by ruins. Subscriptions, by zealous and affectionate friends, were imme 
diately entered into, having it for their object to replace the former building 
by one of greater commodiousness and magnificence. Success crowned the 
efforts of those concerned. The foundation stone of the new edifice was 
laid by Dr. Baffles, on the 7th July, 1840; and within a very limited 
period, the members of the church were again worshipping, on the same 
spot as formerly, under the roof of a chapel, not only far surpassing its prede 
cessor, but in respect of size, and elegance of design, having but few com-

  Many are the dissenting ministers of eminence who have spoken from the pulpit of 
this clinpel. Well do I remember hearing the celebrated and eccentric Rowland Hill 
preach iu it, in the autumn (I think) of IS2-1. Enfeebled as he was by age, the energy 
put forth on the ocrnsion by this great and pood nmn, was to me perfectly astonishing. 
He it borne in mind, tlmt the Bev. liowlund Hill had been intimate with George Wbitfield 
for some years prior to his dentil, in September, 1770; and that remarks of his are 
quoted by Topludy, as possessed of value, and carrying with them authority, under dates 
of March, 1770, and August, 1773. See Philip's "Life and Times of Whitfield," pp. 
285, 600,501, ami M5; and Toplndy's Works, (London : Bayues and Son, 1125.) vol. 
iv., pp. 330, and 8')4-f), where he is setting down " Excellent passages from Eminent 
Persons."
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petitors, among the ecclesiastical structures of our town. It was opened 
October 31st, 1841.

8. Unitarian Chapel, Hope Street.

This splendid and perfectly unique Gothic edifice, forming one of a group 
of public buildings, all calculated to draw and reward attention, was erected 
within the last three or four years, by the congregation, originally Presby 
terian, which met for worship, first, in Kaye or Key Street Chapel, 1707, 
and which afterwards removed to Paradise Street, corner of School Lane, 
on the lltU day of September, 1791.

Under the head of " St. Matthew's Church former," (Key Street Chapel,) 
we have already given an abstract of the history of this congregation, and 
of the successive pastorates of Mr. Basnett, Mr. Brekell, Mr. Philip 
Taylor, and Mr. John Yates. To that we must refer the members of the 
Society for information. We now resume the thread of our narrative, 
where we previously broke off.

Respecting the fourth of the gentlemen just named, a few additional 
observations deserve to be made.

Mr. Yates' ministry was a very long one. It commenced at Key Street 
Chapel 1st October, 1777, and continued, after the removal of his flock 
with him to Paradise Street Chapel, in 1791, until the year 1813, when 
" he judged it expedient to resign his ministerial charge. But his congre 
gation was so warmly attached to him, and so desirous of the continuance 

. of his services, that he agreed to continue them with the aid of a co-pastor, 
and his hearers made choice of the late amiable and eloquent Pendlebury 
Houghton, who was one of his earliest friends, having been his fellow- 
student at Warrington Academy. At length, Mr. Yates and Mr. Houghton, 
as increasing years brought with them increased infirmity, simultaneously 
relinquished the pastoral office, in the spring of 1823,"* This event took 
place in the month of April, of that year. Some pleasing testimonials of 
gratitude and respect, were presented to Mr. Yates, by his hearers, on that 
occasion. Notwithstanding, however, the severance of the link which had 
so long united them, a very close and endearing intercourse between the 
former pastor and his former congregation, was still kept up; and many 
tokens of mutual affection and esteem continued to be exchanged by the

* Monthly Repository, January, 1887, p. 69.
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parties. Mr. Yates survived between 8 and 4 years his demission of the pasto 
ral office. His death occurred November 10th, 1826, being the 71st anniver 
sary of his birthday.* His remains were interred in the ancient cemetery con 
nected with the Presbyterian Chapel, Toxteth Park. On Sunday, the 19th 
November following, Mr., afterwards Dr. Shepherd, of Gataker Chapel, so 
well known for his classical and literary attainments, and for years acting a 
most conspicuous part on the stage of politics,f preached the funeral ser 
mon in Paradise Street Chapel, in presence of a numerous and sorrowing 
auditory. The discourse was afterwards published.* Much information 
of an interesting nature concerning the deceased is to be gleaned from this 
clever and characteristic performance; while persons who are desirous to 
become acquainted with still more minute particulars, are referred to an 
able and well written obituary, which appeared in the columns of the 
"Monthly Repository," for January, 1827. Mr. Yates, it seems, received 
occasional assistance, in the discharge of his pulpit duties, at a compara 
tively early period of his ministry, from two gentlemen who stood succes 
sively in the relation of tutors to his sons, viz., Mr. Benjamin Davics, 
afterwards of Walsall and Evesham, and Dr. Shepherd. To this we may 
add, that the only two productions ever issued from the press, of which he was 
avowedly the author or editor, were, one of them a sermon preached by him 
on occasion of the death of his friend, Dr. Barnes, of Cross Street Cliapel, 
Manchester,§ and the other a selection of hymns, intended for public 
worship. | ]

  Born nt 13olton-le-Moors, Lancashire, Nov. 10, 175S. At the grammar school of 
that place, he received the elements of a classical education, while at the then celebrated 
Wiirriiigtoii aauU-iny lie was trained for the ministry, under Drs. Enfield and Aiken.

f See, for somcifhat conflicting accounts of this remarkable .man, " Liverpool a few 
years since, by an Old Stager," pp. (il-03 ; and "Literary Reminiscences from the auto 
biography of an English opium eater," (De Quiucey,) pp. 87, 28, and SB, of the Boston, 
U. S. edition, Tiekner aud Co., 18-M. Those who wish to peruse the letter which De 
Quiucey's stinging remarks drew forth from Dr. Shepherd, and the rejoinder to it, must 
consult " Tail's Edinburgh Magazine," for 18't7, in which the " Bemiiiiscences " origi 
nally appeared. It is impossible for any one who ever saw Dr. Shepherd to forget the 
singularly comical expression of his left eye.

{ " A Sermon on occasion of the death of the Rev. John Yates, preached on Sunday, 
November 19th, 18'JO, in Paradise Street Chapel, by the Rev. William Shepherd;" pub 
lished at Liverpool, London, Glasgow, Dublin, New York and Boston, 1826.

§ Dr. Bnrnes was Mr. Grundy's predecessor.
|| It is to be regretted that two sermons of Mr. Yates', one preached in exposure of 

the enormities and hihninan nature of the Slave Trade, January, 17.S8, which gave great 
ofienoe to many influential members of liis congregation, and the other on occasion of 
the opening of Paradise Street Chapel, Sunday, September llth, 171)1, although at the 
time transcribed aud handed about in manuscript, have uot survived in a more permanent 
form, to enrich the religious literature of our town.
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Instead of entering at full length into the details of Mr. Pendlebury 

Houghton's personal history, I content myself with bringing the following 
abridgement of it under the notice of the Society. He was a native of 
Hyde, where he first saw the light in 1758. For the earlier part of his 
education, he was indebted to his father, Mr. John Houghton, a dissenting 
minister, who taught school successively at Namptwich and Ealand; at 
Warrington Academy he was entered in 1773; after completing liis studies 
there, he assisted Dr. Aiken for a twelvemonth in the chair of classic lite 
rature, and commenced the duties of the ministry at Doblane Chapel, near 
Manchester, at the expiry of that period. There, however, his stay was 
but short. In 1781, we find him discharging the functions of the pastoral 
office at Shrewsbury. In 1787, leaving Shrewsbury, he became colleague to 
his old tutor, Dr. Enfield, in the Octagon Chapel, Norwich; and in 1797, 
on the death of that able and accomplished man, undertook to act as sole 
minister. Norwich he quitted in 1808, in consequence of having been 
appointed to the charge of Prince's Street Chapel, Westminster; but te 
Norwich he returned in 1810. From 1812 till 1823, he was, as we have 
already seen, co-pastor with Mr. Yates, in Paradise Street Chapel, Liver 
pool. Both colleagues having simultaneously resigned in the year last 
specified, Mr. Houghton retired altogether from the ministry. He went to 
reside with Mr. Henry Dowson, who had married his only daughter his only 
child indeed at Geldestone, near Beccles, Co. Suffolk. There, on the 3rd 
April, 1821, he died and was buried. He still lives in the affectionate 
recollection of many of his Liverpool friends. His dispositions are stated 
by his biographer, Mr. Robberds, to have been gentle and amiable, and his 
appearance venerable and impressive.* Abilities of a superior order, com 
bined with great taste,have uniformily been ascribed to him by his admirers.-)-

  " Apostolic" is the term applied to the personal appearance of Mr. Houghton, not 
only by Robberila, his biographer, (see p. 20,) but by others. By more than one gen 
tleman, I have heard him described, as having borne a resemblance to the portraits of 
John Wesley. This, I am inclined to doubt. Certain it seems to be, that there was 
something peculiarly prepossessing and engaging, as well as venerable and commanding, 
in his general aspect. Great simplicity not that of weakness, but of power and 
mental superiority was, I suspect, his leading characteristic.

t For my own part, I must confess, that I have been somewhat disappointed by a 
perusal of the first volume of Hobberd's edition of Mr. Houghton's Sermons, 1826. 
Perhaps, this has been the result of (he exceedingly high terms in which they hod been 
previously spoken of to me by two gentlemen, the competency of whom to judge, in a 
matter of this kind, it has never occurred to me to dispute. I now feel that 1 had been 
led to anticipate too much. Let me do these sermons justice, however. Viewed as 
pieces of composition, they deserve to be spoken of as excellent. They abound in 
specimens of good sense are occasionally very eloqaent exhibit throughout the most
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While at Norwich, in 1790, he published a volume of sermons; a second 
edition of which appeared in 1809, having annexed to it Essays on the 
Natural Arguments for a Future State, and a discourse for a charitahle 
purpose, which he had preached and published in 1801. Two additional 
volumes of sermons were prepared and sent to the press, by Mr. Houghton, 
a short time before his decease; but did not appear until after that event, 
in 1825. They were published by Rowland Hunter, London; are embel 
lished by a portrait of the author, and have prefixed to them a sketch of 
his life and character, by Mr. J. G. Robberds, of Manchester.

To Messrs. Yates and Houghton, Mr. John Grundy succeeded in 1823. This 
gentleman, who was a nephew of the celebrated John Prior Estlin, LL.D., and 
had for some years been one of the ministers of Cross Street Chapel, Manches 
ter, had become rather eminent during his stay in that place, by the part which 
he took in the Unitarian controversy, as well as by his general superiority 
in point of talents. Two volumes of discourses attest his eloquence, his 
elegance of tuste, and his acquaintance with the topics of which he treats. 
At the opening of the chapel in Renshaw Street, in 1811, he had been 
selected to officiate. Judging from a long extract that appears in Mr.

refined taste are distinguished by a use of imagery, judicious and sparing, but indica 
ting the ricli and copious stores, upon which, when he pleased, the author was ready to draw 
 are expressed in the choicest English phraseology nud breathe throughout the lan 
guage of genuine philanthropy. Set off by those graces of elocution, which he had 
studied carefully in the school of Kufield, and which all who have been his hearers 
concur in ascribing to him, these discourses must, in the delivery, have been singularly 
impressive. Having said this, however, I have said all. I miss in these compositions 
depth, strength, originality, and sume other of the highest qualities of intellect They 
appear to nie to he what a man classically educated, gifted with taste, and possessed of 
superior, but not first-rate talents, and of a decidedly benevolent temper, might be ex 
pected to produce. Marks of the pruning knife everywhere appear; indeed, with a true 
English sense of propriety, the discourses have evidently been tamed, and toned down. 
Of their theology, I say not a word. In point of common sense, sound practical morality, 
and occasionally of style even, they remind me of Blair; but, whenever this is the 
case, it ia Blair condensed and improved. The eloquence of Houghton is natural, not 
factitious, he is not a mere spinner out of sentences, and he can boast of some 
thing like genius, in all which respects he stands distinguished from (he dreadfully 
over-bepraised sermon-writer of last century. Notwithstanding my employment of 
language which by some of the out and out admirers of Pendlebury Houghlon may 
be regarded as unduly disparaging, this I am willing to admit, that, like some other 
eminent men, he has left upon my mind the impression of having possessed abilities 
far superior to those, which disclose themselves on the face of his writings.

I cannot dismiss this note, without mentioning what I have heard, on what I deem to 
be good authority, that a clergyman, belonging to the Established Church, in this town, 
pretty well known in his time, and many years ago deceased, was so enamoured of Mr. 
Honghton's sermons, and style of preaching, as to have declared, that but for his own 
duties having imperatively demanded his presence elsewhere, he would have been 
regularly one of that gentleman's hearers.
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Taylor's MS. volume, pp. 42-45, the sermon which he delivered on the 
occasion must have been a very interesting and impressive one. Mr. 
Grundy's pulpit discourses, -while minister of Paradise Street Chapel, were 
much admired. But his connexion with it, and the congregation worship 
ping in it, was not of very long continuance. About 1832, or 1833, he 
demitted his office.* Infirm health was in a great measure the cause of 
his taking this step. His death occurred several years afterwards.. From 
my personal recollection of Mr. Grundy, I am enabled to speak of him as 
having been an exceedingly amiable, gentlemanlike, and well-informed man.

After Mr. Grundy's relinquishment of the situation, its duties devolved 
on Mr. James Martineau, who had for some time been officiating at 
Eustace Street Meeting House, Dublin, as assistant to his aged relation, 
Mr. Philip Taylor, formerly spoken of; and to whom, on occasion of Mr. 
Taylor's death, the succession had been offered. Conscientious motives, 
most honourable to Mr. Martineau, had dictated a refusal on his part.f At 
this time, his eminence and promising talents, having attracted much 
notice among the Unitarian body, and he besides having been favourably 
known in Liverpool, an invitation to succeed Mr. Grundy was forwarded to 
him, with which he saw meet to comply.

Mr. Martineau, who is a native of Norwich, and one of the brothers of the 
celebrated Miss Harriet Martineau, is himself too well known, and too highly 
appreciated, as a public speaker, a man, and a writer on political as well as 
religious topics, to stand in need of any encomiums of mine. All his pro 
ductions are sought after. In particular, his " Rationale of Religious In 
quiry," which has passed through at least three editions, and his " Endea 
vours after the Christian Life," in two parts, have obtained for him no small 
degree of reputation, not only among members of his own religious com 
munity, but the reading public in general. The part which he took in the 
Unitarian controversy, in this town, about the year 1839, is not yet forgotten. 
Some interesting correspondence, growing out of this, will be found in the

* I observe that he is set down as co-pastor with Mr. Martiuenu, in the Liverpool 
Directory, for 1833.

+ He could not conscientiously accept of ths Regium Donum, which, for the last 00 
or 60 years, Government has been in the habit of allowing to the Irish Presbyterian 
ministers. Most cheerfully would he have officiated as pastor, relying on the generous 
support of the congregation alone. Finding, however, a disinclination to meet bia 
wishes on this point, rather than damage, in a pecuniary sense, the interests of the 
chapel on the one hand, or submit to become a State stipendiary on the other, he re 
linquished the proffered charge.
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memoir of the late Dr. Byrth, of Wallasey, recently published by Mr. 
Moncrieff.*

It is, perhaps, quite superfluous to add, that Mr. Martineau still con 
tinues minister of the congregation, formerly worshipping in Paradise 
Street.-f- but which took possession of the present elegant edifice in Hope 
Street, two or three years since.J How striking the contrast between 
the few plain Presbyterians, principally Scotch and Irish, who first assem 
bled for devotional purposes, in Key Street Chapel, 1707, and the genteel, 
highly-cultivated, and flourishing congregation which now listens weekly to 
the prelections of their present talented minister ! By the way, some of 
the descendants of the original founders of this body, now moving in the 
highest circles of Liverpool Society, are still to be fouud enrolled among 
the supporters of the cause.

Several interesting monuments, including one erected to the benevolent 
and public-spirited Mr. Brooks, Grand-Uncle of the present venerable 
Archdeacon of this diocese, (see the inscription in Moss' history ,)§ adorn the 
walls of the chapel in Hope Street. Most, if not all of these, had been 
previously put up in the Meeting House, Paradise Street.

4. Unitarian Chapel, Renshaw Street.

By means of Mr. Taylor's MS. volume, and polite communications from 
Mr. Jolui Hamilton Thorn, and Mr. John Mather, I have been put in 
possession of minute particulars concerning the origin and progress of the 
congregation which meets for worship in this chapel. To these I am

 See pages 143-150. The work is entitled, "Remains of Thomas Byrth, D.D, F.A.S., 
Hector of Wallasey, with n memoir of his life. London : Pritclmrd, 1801."

t Where he officiated for fifteen or sixteen years. The chapel, having been disposed 
of by the Trustees, has by its new owners been converted into a Concert Hull.

J While it was building, he spent a twelvemonth in Germany.
§ By " Moss" History," I menu the work which was published anonymonsly in Liver 

pool, in 1795. This remark applies'to Part 1, as well »s to this. Doubts, however, 
have been thrown on the assumption of Moss being the author. The following pas 
sage, which occurs in " The Liverpool Guide," by W. Moss, p. 3, I am bound to lay 
before the Society. It occurs in the course of the author's enumeration of the persons 
who have written on the subject of Liverpool affairs: 

" A familiar medical survey of Liverpool, addressed to the inhabitants.      
By W. Moss, Surgeon, Liverpool. Octavo, 1784. Scarce."

"A general and descriptive history of the ancient and present state of the town of 
Liverpool, &c. Octavo, 1795. No author's name."

Now, when quoting " Moss," or " Moss' history," I mean uniformily not the work of 
1784, or the " Ouide " of 1799, but the 8vo. volume which appeared anonymously in
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enabled to add facts which have come within the scope of my own personal 
knowledge.

The Renshaw Street congregation seems to have sprung directly out of the 
old English Presbyterian body, which occupied, and met for devotional pur 
poses, in the small chapel, Toxteth Park, near the Dingle. Mr. Taylor's ac 
count* of the Rev. Richard Mather, father of Dr. Increase Mather, grand 
father of Dr. Cotton Mather, both of Massachusetts, New England, and ances 
tor of highly respectable families in the mother country ,t who was pastor of the 
Park Chapel from 1618, till 1035, when he emigrated to America, is mostin- 
teresting.J After having been under the ministry successively of persons 
whose names are given, and of whom we are supplied with short accounts, 
in Mr. Taylor's MS., Toxteth Chapel came under the spiritual superintend 
ence of Mr. Thomas Crompton, M.A., (originally co-pastor with Mr. Michael 
Briscoe,) who expired at Manchester, hi 1699.§ During the incumbency of 
Mr. Crompton at Toxteth,and subsequently to Mr. Briscoe's death in 1085, he. 
had as his associate in the ministry there, Mr. Christopher Richardson,|| one 
of the ejected clergymen of 1002. It was by Mr. Richardson, that the 
first congregation of Presbyterians, in the town of Liverpool, seems to have 
been brought together and organised. This was about 1687, or 1088, and 
happened, probably, in consequence of the liberty granted by the Dispensing 
Edict of James II., one of the steps which led to that ill-advised monarch's 
downfall. The liberty in question, however, merely afforded an opportunity 
for the erection of the new chapel. Increase of population, the inconve 
niences attendant on having to repair to Toxteth Park for worship, and 
the desire to have a place of meeting nearer at hand, there is little reason 
to doubt, contributed mainly towards the establishment of the Liverpool 
society. Mr. Pulmer, in his " Non-Conformists' Memoirs," states, that Mr. 
Richardson preached alternately, one Lord's day at the Park, and one in 
Liverpool. He died December, 1698, aged 80.

The original meeting house of this body of Presbyterians in Liverpool, 
was situated in Castle Hey, now Harrington Street: where, however, seems 
to be unknown. No local tradition even points to it. Concerning it, Mr.

  Given chiefly on the authority of the celebrated Samuel Clarke. 
t May I not say, of respected members of our Society ?
J Mr. Taylor's MS. Work, so rich in local information, and BO admirably condensed 

will, it is hoped, yet be published.
5 September 2nd. He had previously removed in 1695, to Erole*, near Manchester. 
1' From Kirkheaton, Yorkshire, if I mistake not.
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Henry Taylor thus speaks, MS. volume, page 23 ; " the former one," Castle 
Hey Chapel, " was probably pulled down, as no trace of it can be remem 
bered, nor can the spot on which it stood be ascertained. There was, it is 
to be presumed, nothing remarkable about the appearance of the building."*

At Mr. Richardson's death, 1098, a separation between Toxteth Park, 
and Castle Hey Chapels, seems to have taken place. His successors 
in the former will be found enumerated below.f Mr. Richard Holt was the 
second incumbent of the latter. He continued to preside over the Society 
till his death in 1718. Mr., afterwards Dr. Henry Winder, one of the 
most distinguished ministers of whom the English Presbyterian body of a 
former day, can boast, was his successor. To his friend, Dr. George Ben- 
son, we are indebted for a very interesting memoir of this eminent man, 
prefixed to a second edition of the Dr. Winder's " Critical and Chronological 
History of the rise, progress, declension, and revival of knowledge, chiefly 
religious," in 2 vols., -tto., published 1755. Dr. Winder was born at 
Hutton-John, Graystock, Cumberland, May 15, 1693 began his studies, 
preparatory to an Academical career, under Mr. Dixon, Whitehaven, about 
1708 1 went subsequently to Dublin, where he prosecuted his researches 
in divinity and biblical criticism, under Mr. Boyce, and other learned

* May I request the members of llie Society to look buck to a suggestion which I 
have thrown out, in a note, Part 1, under the liead of St. Mary's, Hnrringtou ?

t To Mr. Richardson, at Toxleth Park, succeeded Mr. John Reunion, who died in 
cumbent of the chapel, in 17'i8. Then followed Mr. Gillibraml. This gentleman's 
ministry was not a long one. Mr. William llarding, from Congleton, Cheshire, took his 
place, in 17:17, and continued to discharge the pastoral functions till bis death, 15th July, 
1770, aged 85 years. Mr. Hugh Anderson, whose incumbency extended to the period of 
half a century, was next in order. He was, as already stated, ordained along with Mr. 
Yates, in Key Street Chapel, 1st October, 1777. Mr. Anderson's appointment, 
is remarkable, as having, on account of his alleged Arian sentiments, given 
occasion to the erection of Newiugton Chapel, Rensbaw Street, aud through it, either 
directly, or indirectly, to that of the following places of worship: Scotch Kirk.Oldham 
Street, Gloucester Street Chapel and thus to the Chapel, corner of Mount Plesaant and 
Great Orford Streets Great George Street Chape), Scotch Kirk, Rodney Street Presby 
terian Chapels, Myrtle Street and Huskisson Street Irish Presbyterian Kirk, Islington, 
Mill Street Chapel, and that in Bold Street, the congregation worshipping in which is 
now removed to Crown Street. I knew Mr. Anderson personally. Up almost to the 
very close of his life, about 1829, or 1880, his wiis "a green old age." He was tall, 
erect, and hail a very respectable look. For some years before he died, he was pensioned 
off by the Society, over which he had so long presided. His successors have been Mr. 
John Porter, (lei" to 18^0,) cousin of Mr. John Scott Porter, and now minister of 
Boscmary Street Chapel, Belfast Mr. John If. Thorn, now of Rcnshaw Street Chapel, 
(1820-1831) Mr. Charles Wickstead, now of Leeds Mr. Henry Giles, now in the 
United States of America, (who took part in the Unitarian controversy, 1831),) and Mr. 
John Robberds, B. A., the present minister.

{ He bad for fellow students, among others, Or. Rotherbain, of Kendal, and Dr. 
John Taylor, of Norwich.
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men, connected at that period with the Presbyterian body and, having 
been licensed to preach in Dublin, made his first appearance in the pulpit, 
in that city.

His first settlement was at Tunley, Lancashire, as successor to Mr. 
Edward Rothwell, in 1714, and his ordination to the ministry, along with 
that of Mr. Mather, took place at St. Helens, in the same county, 1716, 
the sermon on the occasion having been preached by Mr. Christopher 
Basnett, of Key Street Chapel, Liverpool.

Such a luminary as Mr. Winder, could not long be permitted to expend 
its radiance on a locality so obscure as that of Tunley. In 1718, we find 
him called on to occupy the place in Castle Hey Chapel, in our even then 
rapidly rising town, just left vacant by the death of Mr. Holt. From 
Castle Hey, the congregation removed to Bonn's Garden, in 1727, taking 
possession of a place of worship, which, by their liberality, they had been 
enabled to erect.* There the eminent man, of whom I am now speaking, 
upon whom, in 1740, the University of Glasgow had conferred the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity, continued to officiate till his death, on the 9th day 
of August, 1752. He had been seized with palsy in 1740. By this 
disease, his frame was greatly debilitated, and the grief occasioned by the 
death of his friend, Dr. Rotherham, sufficed to bring on the last and fatal 
stroke. His remains were interred in St. Peter's Church yard, Liverpool, 
at the east end, where a stone was afterwards put up, with an appropriate 
inscription.

Dr. Winder was an ardent friend to civil and religious liberty, and a 
staunch supporter of the House of Hanover. His political sentiments he 
evinced by opposing a strenuous and life-long resistance to the Test and 
Corporation Acts, and by a very large contribution towards the raising of a 
regiment, for the defence of the town, in 1745.

He seems to have been an able, eloquent, amiable and liberal-minded 
man. His numerous works, both in print and manuscript, attest the extent 
and variety of his attainments. To him, the congregation is indebted, for 
having, by his latter-will, bequeathed to it, for the use of its members, his 
very valuable library.

The death of Dr. Winder, in 1752, was followed by the accession to the

* A house, close to the cbapel, was provided for the residence of the minister. 
B
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pastoral charge, of Mr. John Henderson. This gentleman, who was from 
Dublin,* and had been educated at tho University of Glasgow,-)- assisted 
Dr. Winder for a considerable time prior to his decease. His assuming the 
sole charge on occasion of that event, was almost a matter of course. And 
he was not altogether undeserving of his preferment. According to Wake- 
flold, "he had the character of an excellent preacher, andjwos very popular." 
Having for about eleven years discharged the duties of sole pastor to the 
Benn's Garden congregation, he, in 17(53, saw meet to conform to the 
Established Church. He was, by tho Corporation of Liverpool, at a subse 
quent period,| appointed the first incumbent of the then newly completed 
Church of St. Paul. Over the latter part of Dr. Henderson's life it is 
desirable to drop a veil. Such as are curious in regard to Liverpool men 
and matters, and would like to know more concerning this personage, may 
consult Gilbert Wakefield's " Memoirs," vol. i., pp. 203-206, ed. 1804. 
Painfully interesting are tho facts there related, and most .severe on the 
conduct of tho reverend gentleman are the remarks there made. Mr. 
Taylor, I observe, also expresses himself very severely in his MS. volume, 
p. 24. The Doctor died during Mr. Wakefield's § short curacy at St. Paul's, 
4th July, 1770, and lies buried under a grave stone, on which are recorded 
his name, age, and period of demise, at the south-east end of the church, 
in the angle formed by the south transept and the chancel.

A celebrated man, Dr. Win. Enfield, was chosen to supply Dr. Henderson's 
place in Benn's Garden Chapel, and was ordained as its minister in Novem 
ber, 1703. Concerning one so distinguished by his talents, writings, aud 
general character, I may well be excused enlarging. His name belongs, 
not to Liverpool alone, but to England, or rather to the Empire at large. 
Suffice it to say, that after having given entire satisfaction to his flock and 
numerous admiring friends here, he quitted Benn's Garden Chapel, in 
1770, to become Tutor in the department of Belles Letters, and Rector 
Academicus, at the Warrington Academy. This Institution, so famous in

* His family, Mr. Taylor states, was connected with the Eustace Street congregation 
there.

t From iftich learned body, I presume, he had, nt n subsequent period, his diploma 
of D.D.

} Jn 170!), if I mistake not. See Moss.
§ Mr. WtikciieM left Liverpool to become one of the Tutors in the then flourishing 

Wnrringtou Academy, almost immediately after Dr. Ilenjersou's death, aud continued 
!u thnt Institution until it was broken up in 1783.
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its day, was closed in 1783. Dr. Enfleld left Warrtugton in 1785. He 
had, during his stay at Warrington, added to his other duties, that of 
minister of the Presbyterian Chapel there. Tie went from it to Norwich, to 
resume the pastoral character, as minister of the Octagon Chapel in that city ; 
and in that situation, he finished his active and useful literary and theolo 
gical career, November 3rd, 1797, in the 57th rear of his age.* The 
short, but exceedingly pleasing memoir, drawn up by John Aiken, M.D., 
will no doubt be consulted by those who desire to become better acquainted 
with the history of this amiable and eminent man. His publication, in 
1774, after going to Warrington, of Mr. George Perry's map, engravings, 
and notices of Leverpool, (so ho spells the word,) with a preface, and addi 
tional historical observations of his own characterised by his usual 
acumen and elegance entitle him to particular mention, iu a paper like 
that which I am now submitting to the Society. A list of his various pub 
lications will be found hi Dr. Aiken's narrative. (See vol. i, of Dr. Aikcn's 
Miscellaneous Works, with life, published by his daughter.) During liis 
residence at Warrington, Dr. Enfield was complimented with the degree of 
Doctor of Laws, by the University of Edinburgh..

Closely following in order of succession, as one of the ministers of Boon's 
Garden Chapel, we find Mr. Robert Lewin. His induction took place in 
November, 1770. This gentleman, it appears, was a native of London, 
where his father for thirty years held a high and confidentml situation in 
the Bank of England, and ho had been educated at Mr. David Jenning's 
Academy, then in Well-close Square, in the Metropolis-! He had been 
ordained at Dabenham, in Suffolk, where he officiated as pastor for four or 
five years ; and had spent from 1760 till 1770, as assistant to Mr. Scott, 
minister of a congregation at Ipswich. The incumbency of Mr. Lewin 
was a very protracted one, extending over a period of 40 years. He 
preached his last discourse in Bonn's Garden Chapel, on occasion of that 
place being abandoned for the new edifice in Reushaw Street, 18th 
October, 1811; and opened Renshaw Street Chapel, on the morning of the 
Lord's day following, October 20th; Mr. Grundy, then of Cross Street, 
                                   t    

* Mr. P. Houghtou was, as we have Been, bis colleague at Norwich, from 1787 till 
1797.

t Mr. Robert Lenin was related by marriage to the illustrious and benevolent .John 
Howard, who, I am informed,on the authority of his, Mr. l.'s. nephew, Mr. Humiiel Walter, 
occasionally visited him, at his house in Duke Street, between Colquitt aud Berry 
Streets. On one occasion, Mr. Walter saw Mr. Howard there.
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Chapel, Manchester, preaching in the afternoon. Mr. Lenin's resignation 
of the pastoral charge took place at the close of the year 1816, and hia 
death 10th January, 1835, in his 86th year. Hia body was interred in the 
small, but ancient cemetery, at the Park Chapel, where the ashes of so 
many of the forefathers of our present leading Unitarians repose.

During his ministry, Mr. Lewin was generally understood to be a supporter 
of what is commonly denominated the Arian theory of religion. According 
to Mr. Walter himself a Swcdenborginn towards the close of his life, he 
professed his belief in the proper Deity of .Tcsus Christ. "Jesus is God," 
"Jesus is God," is language which, after quitting Renshaw Street, his 
nephew says ho onco hoard him utter, in the presence of Mr. Charles 
Leadbetter, an aged Swedenborgian minister, still olive, and himself. A 
discussion on the subject had preceded.*

Two colleagues, at different periods, shared his duties and responsibilities 
at Benn's Garden Chapel, with Mr. Lewin.

The first of these was Dr. Clayton, already mentioned. On the breaking 
up of the Octagon ]  congregation, in February, 1776, tho greater part of 
this gentleman's friends agreed to join the body of worshippers in Benn's 
Garden, on condition of their beloved pastor being associated with Mr. 
Lewin, in the work of the ministry there. The connexion terminated in 
1781, in consequence of Dr. * Clayton's appointment to the Theological 
Chair, at Warrington Academy, rendered vacant by the death of Dr. 
Aiken.§ Dr. Clayton returned to Liverpool, broken in health, in 1783; 
became colleague to Mr. Walker, Nottingham, 1785; again, ten years 
afterwards,"took up his residence in Liverpool, (at the Loggerheads'cottage, 
top of Richmond Row,) and died there, May 20th, 1797, aged 66. He 
had, early in life, been a pupil of Dr. Doddridge.||

* A Sermon preached by Mr. Lewin, on occasion of the general peace, July, 1784, 
(should it not be 1783 ? Mr. Taylor is my authority,) was afterwards published.

t St. Catherine's, Temple Court.
} He received his diploma of D.D. from the University of Edinburgh in 1782. 

According to Mr. Taylor, MS. volume, p. :I2, in conferring this degree, the learned 
Senatus Acadpinicns of the Scotch Metropolitan University merely anticipated a similar 
honour which had been designed for him by that of Glasgow. Of the last-named 
University, Dr. Clayton was an alumnus.

§ Father of John Aiken, M.D., nnd Mrs. BarbanM. He died 1780. A marble tablet, 
erected to his memory, with a Latin inscription, written by Gilbert Wakefield, may be 
seen in the Unitarian Clinpel at Warrington.

|i Towards the close of the first volume of Gilbert Wakefield'a" Memoirs," there will be 
found a very sensible and amiable letter, addressed by Dr. Clayton to tbat distingnisbed 
literary character.



CATHtKiiMt o,





21

In the year 1781, 011 the departure of Dr. Clayton to Warriiigton, Mr. 
Joseph Smith succeeded him, as Mr. Lewin's co-pastor. Mr. Smith, who 
was a native of Cheshire, had been one of the eleves at Warrington Academy. 
His first settlement was at Shrewsbury, from which he removed to Benn's 
Garden, Liverpool.* On the 19th July, 1801, in consequence of an 
infirm state of health, Mr. Smith took leave of his colleague and ilock, in 
the capacity of one of the pastors. This step on his part proved to be final. 
Although he continued to worship with the Society, till his death, he never 
afterwards resumed his ministerial functions. He departed this life, 8th 
August, 1815, and was buried in the cemetery of the Park Chapel, f

Pursuing the course of our narrative, we have now to notice the facts of 
the purchase of land in Renshaw Street, from the late Samuel Staniforth, 
Esq., in 1810, the laying of the foundation stone of the present chapel, 
on the 31st July, in that year, and the formal opening of it, on the 20th 
October, 1811, by Messrs. Lewin and Grundy. The chapel in Benn's 
Garden, and the adjoining house, intended for the use of the minister, 
were both disposed of. Since that time, the chapel has been in the occu 
pation of a body of Welsh Wesleyan Methodists.

Behind the chapel in Renshaw Street, there was opened, in 1819, a 
cemetery, or burial ground, for the use of the Society. Besides the remains 
of Dr. Clayton, which were exhumed on occasion of the demolition of St. 
Catherine's, and deposited here towards the close of 1819, there repose 
within the precincts of this small graveyard, the bodies of several other 
distinguished individuals, among whom may be named the historian, 
William Roscoe, and the Reverend Joseph Blanco White,- author of 
"Letters of Don Leucadio Doblado;" "Poor man's preservative against 
Popery," Ac.

What remains of the history of this chapel and its congregation, may be 
dismissed in a few paragraphs.

Mr. George Harris, an alumnus of Glasgow University, and then 
officiating at Maidstone, Kent, was, in 1817, chosen to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by Mr. Lewin's resignation. He began his minis 
terial services on the 12th day of July, of the year just mentioned,

  At Shrewsbury he was succeeded by Mr. Pemllebury Hnughton. 
+ Was he uot maternal grandfather of our able aud curiously learned colleague, 

Thomas Doraiug Hibbett, Esq.?
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and relinquished them on the 31st March, 1832. Few men can com 
pete with Mr. Harris, in point of activity, mental energy, and power 
ful pulpit declamation. His personal appearance, in his youthful days, was 
handsome, and most imposing. Having announced his intention, during 
the Winter of 1819-1820, to deliver a series of lectures, or discourses, on 
controversial subjects, great excitement was thereby created among the religi 
ous portion of the Liverpool community, and Renshaw Street Chapel was 
crowded, every Lord's day evening, by attentive and deeply interested 
auditors. The manner of the preacher was exceedingly impressive. As 
the Winter and Spring advanced, public feeling became more and more 
excited; * and tliis state of things continued till the termination of the 
course. Three ministers, of different denominations, entered the lists 
nguiust him. First, the Itev. John Jones, A. M., minister of St. Andrew's 
Church, laveq)ool, who published " a sermon on the eternity of future 
punishment, preached" at his own church, " on Sunday evening, November 
21st, 1819;" secondly, Mr. James Barr, then of Oldham Street Kirk, here, 
now of St. Enoch's, Glasgow;! and thirdly, Mr. Robert Philip, then of 
Newington Chapel, here, and now of Maberley Chapel, London, of whom 
we have had occasion to speak already.^ Mr. Harris' discourses appeared 
in the form of a large 8vo. volume, iu 1820. This talented and actively- 
minded gentleman has, since quitting Liverpool, been pastor successively 
at the chapel, Moor-Lane, Bolton, 1822-1824, at Union Street Chapel, 
.Glasgow, where he remained for many years, conducting, as Editor, " the 
Christian Pioneer," at St. Mark's Terrace, Edinburgh and now at New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. Several of Mr. Harris' occasional discourses, published 
at different times, have excited great public interest. §

Mr. William Hiucks, from Exeter, who had previously been stationed 
for some time at Cork, on a unanimous invitation from the congregation 
worshipping in Renshaw Street, accepted of the pastoral oversight among 
them, and entered on the discharge of his ministerial labours, 3rd Novem-

  The walls, I am infnnneil, were fur months chalked with allusions to the subjects 
of bis lectures. " Harris kill the Devil," " No hell fin 1 ," &«., &o.

+ Mr Burr's i>iunphlet, between 30 ami (!0 pages, Svo., drawn up in the form of a 
letter, and subscribed "Alic]uis," procured fur its author the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity, from the University of Glasgow.

J An oversight committed by this gentleman, in reference to the Hebrew original of 
Psulin ex., 1, was immediately niul adroitly seized on, and turned to account by his 
religious opponents.

J Witness his Sermon on "the Rathcormac Massacre," which had all immense 
circuUliou, uiul massed through several editions.
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ber, 1822. His incumbency came to a close in 1827. Since that time, he 
has been tutor at Manchester College, York, minister at Stamford Street 
Chapel, London, and Professor of Natural History, Queen's College, Cork, 
where, I believe, he now is. His brother, Mr. John Hincks, like himself, 
born at Cork, but educated at Belfast, became, in 1827, his successor at 
Renshaw Street Chapel. He had had an offer of the chapel at Toxteth 
Park, on Mr. Anderson's resignation,* but had declined. After.a short 
ministry, and at an early period of life, this amiable and promising man 
was removed by deathf from his sorrowing congregation aud friends. \

To this lamented youth, succeeded Mr. John Hamilton Thorn, a native 
of Newry, educated at the Belfast Academical Institution, where his career 
was a distinguished one, and who had for some time, 1829-1831, discharged 
the duties of pastor at the Toxteth Park Chapel. His election took place in 
1831. Concerning this able, highly accomplished, and independently- 
minded man, as being still alive, and still officiating as the minister of 
Renshaw Street Chapel, a sense of delicacy forbids me to say what other 
wise I might have done, in the way of well deserved commendation. This 
much, however, I must be permitted to express. He shewed his kind and 
generous feelings, by editing, soon after his settlement at Renshaw Street, 
a volume of select sermons, of his immediate predecessor, Mr. John 
Hincks, accompanied by a brief memoir of the author, written by himself. 
His" Sermon on the death of William Roscoe, Esq.," 1831, his "Memoirs 
of the Reverend Joseph Blanco White," in 3 vols., his numerous occasional 
pamphlets and discourses, his correspondence with the late Dr. Byrth, 
and many clever articles in the'"Christian Teacher," and "Prospective 
Review," have contributed, along with his well-known attainments, and 
otherwise, to secure him a deservedly high standing in the literary world.

5. Baptist Chapel, Byrom Street.

With respect to the origin of this structure,and its opening,hi 1789,enough 
has been said already, under the head of St. Stephen's Church. It is a 
large, plain, and substantial building, capable of accommodating with ease from

  1827. t February 6th, 1831.
} He was a remarkably handsome younj? man. A scene which I witnessed in the 

vestry of Bold Street CImpel, Liverpool, in August, I*'-!!), in which Mr. Hincks was 
insulted most prossly nnd wantonly by the infidels Taylor, ntid It. Cnrlile, while on 
their " Tour," and in winch he comported himself with the greatest tmUlni-ss, forbear 
ance, and gentlemanlike courtesy, will continue to dwell in my memory, till my dying 
day.
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800 to 1000 sitters, and is situated at the bottom of Gerard Street. A email 
graveyard is attached to it. Several years ago, the carrying of a railway 
tunnel under the graveyard, and, if I am not mistaken, under an angle of 
the Chapel likewise, occasioned its purchase by the London and North- 
Western Railway Company, and its temporary discontinuance as a place of 
worship. Recently, having been purchased by Mr. Johnson, it is again 
used as a meeting house, by a section of the Baptist body.

Upon the death of Mr. Medley, in 1799, Mr. Robert Davies * was 
appointed his successor. A division among the members was the result. 
Mr. Davies' ministry in Byrom Street terminated about 1811, by his resigna 
tion. The church then called Mr. Moses Fisher, who, I perceive, by the 
Baptist Annual Register, for 1802, p. 1148, had been ordained at New 
Brentford, November 18, 1802, to take the spiritual oversight of them. 
Than Mr. Fisher, a more meek, amiable, Christian-like man, I have 
scarcely ever known. His connexion with his Byrom Street flock was 
brought to an end in 1824, subsequently to which he successively ministered 
to parties worshipping in Oil Street, Cockspur Street, and Soho Streetf 
Chapels. Death closed his earthly career on the 17th January, 18-10. His 
remains were deposited in the Necropolis, where, I recollect having heard 
him deliver an address, over the body of Miss Martha Hope, on occasion 
of the place being opened as a Cemetery, in January, 1825.J Mr. Samuel 
Saunders, from Frome, where he had officiated about nineteen years, after 
a considerable interval had elapsed, took Mr. Fisher's place at Byrom 
Street.§ The superior abilities and high attainments of Mr. Sauuders, are 
well known, and were evinced in a volume of eloquent and powerfully- 
written discourses, on the Lord's Prayer, and in "Lectures on Non-Con 
formity," which he published during his settlement in Liverpool. Like that 
of his brother, the Rev. Isaac Saunders, rector of St. Anne's, Blackfriare, 
London, the death of Mr. Saunders, of Liverpool, was sudden. He de-

  Cttlled Richard Davis, or Dnvies, in the Liverpool Directories of 1HOO, 1803, and 
1804. Who is the Rev. David Davies set down in the Street portion of the Directory 
of 1805?

t In the some building, situated nearly opposite Queen Anne Street, the foundation 
Btoue of which, us the " Cathedral of the Primitive Episcopal Church," (see " Primi 
tive Episcopal Magazine," May, lr)23, pp. !)0-!)7,)had been laid by Bi.ihop West.

| On the occasion referred to, and before Mr. Fisher spoke, Dr. liaffles, I remember, 
formally opened the Cemetery, by the delivering of an inaugural discourse. Consider 
able interest was excited by what the Doctor said respecting the Cimetiero du Pere la 
Chaise, in Paris, and other burial places of a similar description.

S hi IB'.'O, 1 think.



parted this life, May 19th, 1835, and was interred in the cemetery, Low-hill. 
(Necropolis.)* His incumbency here had extended to a period of about 
nine years.

After the lapse of a short interval, Mr. C. M. Birrell, at one time resi 
dent in St. Petersburgh, Russia, was appointed to occupy the pulpit, left 
vacant by the death of Mr. Saunders. This took place in 1835, or 1836. 
Byrom Street Chapel, however, was not destined long to enjoy the benefit 
of Mr. Birrell's ministrations. The question respecting " close " or " open 
communion," frequently stirred among persons of the Baptist persuasion, 
but brought to something like a height in the early part of this century, by 
the well-known controversy between Mr. Kinghorn, on the one side, and 
the celebrated Robert Hall, on the other.i had made its way among the 
members and congregation over which Mr. Birrell presided. Free or 
open communion sentiments were favoured by the pastor. To him, several, 
perhaps even a majority of the most influential members adhered. But 
their views were obnoxious to the greater part of the Trustees, as well as 
to many individuals highly respected on the score of age, and of long con 
nexion with the Baptist body. A friendly separation of the two parties, 
therefore, was the result. The exceedingly neat chapel, with a Grecian 
portico, fronting the top of Pembroke Place, and situated at the bottom of 
West Derby and the corner of Crown Streets, having been erected by Mr. 
Birrell's friends and supporters in 1839, they removed to, and entered on 
the occupancy of it, either that year, or early in the following one.

Mr. James H. Thomas appears to have taken the pastoral charge of the 
Byrom Street church and congregation, after Mr. Birrell's secession. His 
ministry commenced April 27th, 1840. He remained with his flock not 
longer than till January 23rd, 1842.

The last-named gentleman had as his successor, Mr. William Giles. J

  Where the body of Dr. Stewart, of Gloucester Street and Mount Pleasant Chapels, 
and the bodies of many other eminent Liverpool ministers, are deposited.

+ The " close communion" Baptists confine admission to tbe Lord's Table to those 
who have been immersed, on a personal profession of faith. Whereas, by their " open 
roinmur.ion" brethren, a participation in the commemorative and eucharistic rile allu 
ded to, is conceded to pious Paedobaptisls.

J To be distinguished from Mr. Henry Giles, a native of Youghal, Ireland, and 
originally a Roman Catholic, who was minister of the Chapel, Toxteih Park, from the 
beginning of 18.3d, till 1H41 or 1S12. Mr. H. Giles wrote several of the discourses 
which were preached and published on the Unitarian side of the question, in the Con 
troversy of IMS); mid has, since resigning his charge here, been pretty extensively 
known as a lecturer in the I'uiled States of America.
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Under his ministry, the parties assembling in Byrom Street Chapel con 
tinued, from 21th February, 1842, till 1st September, 1843. A gentleman, 
named Mr. John McKenzie, since deceased, is spoken of as having taken 
charge of the congregation, December 21, 1843. (?) The chapel was ac.- 
quired by the Railway Company, above mentioned, October 2nd, 1840. In 
their hands, it remained for several years shut up. To return to Mr. 
Giles. He became subsequently to his resignation of the pastoral office at 
Byrom Street, conductor of a most respectable academy at Seacombe, 
and a few years ago, removed thence to the city of Chester. He is, I believe, 
author of a well-written pamphlet, published in 1827, when he was settled 
in Kent, the object of which was to refute and expose " open communion"* 
sentiments. Perhaps, his chief claim on our notice, is the fact of his 
having for a considerable time directed the studies, and thereby contributed 
to form the mind of the celebrated Charles Dickens, author of 
" Sketches by Boz," "Pickwick Papers," "Nicholas Nickleby," &c. &c.

Touching the ministers of Byrom Street Chapel, since its re-purchase 
by Mr. Johnson, two or three years ago, I am unable to say anything.

6. Baptist Chapel, Hope Street;

One of the groupe of elegant and imposing edifices, secular and religious, 
to which we have had occasion already, more than once, to direct the atten 
tion of the Society. It fronts Myrtle Street, looking southwards, and 
presents its west side to Hope Street. The style is Gothic. Elaborately, 
and in some respects singularly conceived and constructed it is. The 
origin, progress, and present state of the highly respectable congregation 
which worships here, we proceed briefly to state.

The appointment of Mr. Robert Davis in 1800, by the majority of 
the Byrom Street Church, as Mr. Medley's successor, gave rise, as we have 
previously hinted, to dissatisfaction, and ultimately to division, in the body. 
Into the merits of the dispute, which turned solely on doctrinal differences, I 
do not of course enter. As the result, a new church or society of Baptists, 
preferring a stricter adherence to the Calvinistic system of theology than 
their late brethren, was formed and organized.

After hearing different individuals, with a view to the settlement among 
them of a permanent minister, Mr. Peter Aitken, a native of Glasgow,

* " Letters to th? Rev. It. Hull, A. M , containing 011 cxauiuiutiou of bis theory of 
Christian, iu opposition to party communion," HVO., pp. 0(5.
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and trained at the University there, became at last the object of the choice 
of the society. This gentleman had come to England originally, in July, 
1799, to supply the pulpit of a Presbyterian chapel at Newcastle-upon- 
f yne, in the absence of its pastor: and having extended his tour to 
Canterbury, for the purpose of visiting relations, had there embraced the 
doctrine of adult or believer's baptism, and had himself been immersed, 
December 5th of that year. A visit to Accrington, Lancashire, where he 
remained preaching for sometime, and afterwards to Liverpool, followed. 
The newly-formed church there heard him, and was edified by his pulpit 
gifts, as well as became satisfied of his eminent qualifications in other 
respects for the work of the ministry. Having been duly invited to assume 
the pastoral office, he was ordained in June, 1801. Ill health immediately 
supervened. A voyage to Scotland was prescribed and undertaken. On 
his return, he resumed his public labours, September 13th. On the 20th 
he preached with great energy and unction, and much to the satisfaction of 
hia hearers. Death, however, was close at hand. A succession of dis 
charges of blood from the lungs, so affected his frame, and reduced his 
strength, that he sunk under them, on the evening of the 1st October, 
1801. Short, but not uninteresting, or unedifying, was this, his career. 
His body was interred in the graveyard of Byrom Street Chapel. A most 
pleasing recollection of his talents, energetic and fervent mode of preaching, 
piety, and amiable dispositions, has been kept up by survivors.

Heu niiseraude puer  aninmra
His sallem accuuiulem verbis, et fungar inani
Munere.

Some interesting particulars respecting this excellent and promising 
young man whose younger brother was my classfellow at the College 
of Glasgow written by Mr. Davis, of Byrom Street, will be found 
recorded in the Baptist Annual Register, for 1801, pp. 689-69-1. In a circular 
to the Baptist churches, 1843, I see that he is spoken of as having been " a 
person of considerable learning, superior talents, and devoted piety."

The death of Mr. Aitken opened the way, after the lapse of some time, 
and the hearing of several candidates, for the election of Mr. James* Lister, 
as pastor of the society, then assembling in Church Lane. This event 
took place 6th June, 1803. Mr. Lister had for his alma mater, the Univer 
sity of Glasgow, of which city he was a native. His career at college is

  lie haa licca misnamed " Julut," by Suiitlien.
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Baid to have been a rather distinguished one. During the session * 1794- 
1795, when he attended the Greek class, he is said to have been a com 
petitor with Thomas Campbell, afterwards the celebrated author of the 
" Pleasures of Hope," for a prize, the theme having been a poetical trans 
lation from the Greek, and in this generous rivalry to have been successful.! 
His ministrations in Liverpool, commenced June 22nd, 1803, and his induc 
tion into the pastoral office, took place on the 11 th day of October, of that year. J 
Report says, that the attention of the Liverpool brethren was first called to Mr. 
Lister, in consequence of Mr. Aitken having recommended him as his 
successor, while lying on his death-bed. The circumstances of their having 
been classfellows, having been intimate, and having joined the Baptist 
body much about the same time, impart to the rumour extreme proba 
bility. Mr. Lister removed directly from Glasgow to Liverpool.

In the course of 1802-1803, a neat and commodious, but plain looking 
edifice, intended as a place of worship for the society, had been erected in 
Elliott Street, and Lime Street. § Not a vestige of it now remains. Im 
provements in the part of the town where it was situated, rendered its 
demolition indispensable. For the information of the curious in such 
matters, it may be mentioned, that it stood in Elliott Street, at the corner 
of Rose Street; and that its site is occupied, partly by the side-path, and 
partly by the houses of Elliott Street, at the bend or turning which they 
form, in rounding off from Rose Street towards Lime Street, and the New 
Haymarket. Lime Street Chapel, as it was commonly called, was opened 
on the 9th day of October, 1803, two days prior to Mr. Lister's induction.

The ministry of Mr. Lister was long, quiet, and harmonious. He discharged 
his pastoral duties conscientiously and unobtrusively. Whatever might be the 
reason to which his backwardness was owing, he was shy of appearing before

* Semestre.
+ Mr. Lister was originally connected with the Established Church of Scotland, with 

a view to the ministry in which he was educated. It was while prosecuting his acade 
mical studies, Unit he became a convert to the doctrine of adult baptism.

* His induction is spoken of as ordination in the Church Kecords. It may have 
been so. But, in that case, he wns twice the subject of the imposition of hands j for, 
in the " Baptist Annual Hegister," for 1801, pp. 0;7-078, 1 find a letter from Mr. 
Lister himself, dated " Glasgow, November 13th, 1801," in which he gives an account 
of his ordination there, by Mr. James Taylor, of Paisley, a few days previously. 
Perhups the rite, as then administered, was considered informal. By the way, Mr. 
Taylor survived Mr. Lister, having died at Glasgow in the early part of the summer of 
18M, at a very advanced nge.

S From the pulpit of this chapel, I have had the honour of addressing Mr. Lister's 
congregation.
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the public in the character of an author. Except a few occasional articles 
in periodicals belonging to the Baptist communion, " a sermon delivered 
at Rochdale, May 3rd, 1818, at a meeting of the Association of the 
Baptist Churches of Yorkshire and Lancashire," and " The excellence of 
the authorized version of the Sacred Scriptures defended against the 
Socinians ; a sermon delivered at the monthly lecture, in Gloucester Street 
Chapel, Liverpool, on Wednesday evening, October 18th, 1820," I am not 
aware of the existence of any published productions of his pen. He 
removed, with his congregation, to their present beautiful and costly place 
of worship, in Myrtle and Hope Streets, on the 10th day of January, 
1844 ;* resigned his situation as pastor, 5th March, 1847; officiated for 
some time, without any regular call, in discharging the duties of the 
ministry at Providence Chapel, Pleasant Street, erected by Mr. David 
Kent, and closed his useful, laborious, and respectable life, at Liverpool, 
28rd November, 1851, when on the verge of completing the 73rd 
year of his age.f Sermons were preached in several of the dissenting 
places of worship on occasion of his death. Considering not merely his 
abilities and attainments, but his studious and industrious habits, we cannot 
help feeling regret that he has left behind him so little, in the shape of 
literary or theological compositions, to benefit posterity.

During a portion of Mr. Lister's ministry, from about 26 or 28, to 18 
years ago especially, he received assistance in his Sunday evening services 
from two worthy men, whose names deserve to be had in remembrance. I 
allude to Mr. William Rushton, jun., and Mr. Edward Cearns, juti., both

* Soon after which, the former meeting-house in Lime and Elliott Streets, was taken 
down. A description of the present chapel will be found in Lacey'§ " Pictocinl Liver 
pool," 1844, pp. tiH8-3flO. By the way, I have just learned, on the authority of the 
gentleman himself, that what, in consequence of no author's name being on the title- 
page, I have hitherto, with reference to the name of the publisher, quoted as " Lacey," it 
the production of our talented colleague, Mr. James Stonehouse. If I still continue 
to quote it as Lacey's, it is only for the purpose of preserving uniformity. Mr. Stone- 
house has also kindly acquainted me with the extent of the obligations under which he 
lies to the MSS. of the late Mr. John Green Underbill. They are no doubt consider 
able. As respects the Baptist churches, dissenting bodies, and some other matters, the 
informnlion which they contain is most valuable. But on a multitude of the topics to 
which Mr. Stouehonse has hail occasion to advert, they do not touch at all. And so com 
pletely has Mr. Stonehouse been obliged to alter, modify, and recast Mr. Underbill's 
language, in order to adapt it to his purposes, that but rarely has the former used the 
phraseology of the latter, in his "I'ictorial Liverpool." Mr. Stonehouse, however, has 
no wish to detract from the merit of Mr. Underbill's pupers, which, in many cases 
where accuracy of information concerning Liverpool, Lancashire and Cheshire matters 
is concerned, deserve, and will requite, minute and careful examination.

t Born at Glasgow, 2nd January, 1770. He was interred at the Necropolis.
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well-known to me, and both nblo rmd effective public speakers. The 
former gentleman, who was a cotton broker by profession, was author of a 
clever volume of "Letters on Particular Redemption,"which was translated 
into the Welsh language, and had a very extensive circulation in the Prin 
cipality ; * and the latter was the active and energetic (let me add, success 
ful,) partner, for many years, of the eminent and much respected firm of 
Cearns and Crary,f American merchants. Both were removed from this 
world several years ago, in middle life, with rapidly maturing experience, 
and while engaged in the pursuits of honourable industry, to the deep 
regret of numerous and admiring friends.

As successor to Mr. Lister, in the pastorate, on his resignation in 1847, 
the church or society assembling in Myrtle and Hope Streets, elected 
Mr. Hugh Stowell Brown, a native of the Isle of Man, son of the late 
Vicar of Kirk-Braddun, and related, not very remotely either, to the late 
venerable and amiable man, the Rev. Hugh Stowell, Rector of Ballaugh, 
and author of the " Life of Bishop Wilson;" whose son, the Rev. Canon 
Stowell, of Manchester, holds so high and distinguished a place among the 
clergymen of this district Mr. Brown abandoned the established Church 
to join the Baptist body, several years since. His ministrations have now 
extended to a period of above five years, and, besides procuring for him the 
increasing respect and confidence of his flock, have already, by the energy 
and ability which he has displayed, attracted no small share of public 
notice, as well as inspired the hope of great future usefulness and eminence. 
But a sense of delicacy forbids my enlarging in the praises of a living and 
youthful contemporary, who has lately been enrolled among the number of 
our colleagues.!

7. Eoman Catholic Chapel of St. Mary's.
Exactly on the spot, between Edmund and Ormoiid Streets, off Old 

Hall Street, on which the present large and imposing structure is erected,

  Father of William Rusbton, A.M., whose career nt the Uoyal Institution Scbool, 
Liverpool, University College, London, nnd at the University of Bonn, Germany, bas been 
a very distinguished one, nnd who is already favourably known to the public as one of 
the two authors of a "Latin tenninationnl Dictionary." London: January, 1850. To 
Mr. Hush ton we are indebted for having lately placed himself in communication with 
oar Society.

+ Originally Cearns, Fish and Crary. Mr. Fish, a most respectable gentleman, rejoiced 
in the somewhat singular combination of names, Preserved Fish.

+ Mr. Brown is not unknown ns an author and public lecturer. Six lectures delivered 
by him lately on the "1'nrilans," and " 1'nritanic period," attracted considerable atten 
tion, and were listened to by large and respectable audiences.
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stood a chapel, said to have heen of ancient date, which was destroyed by 
fire, in 1745.* It was succeeded by a brick edifice, somewhat mean in its 
external appearance, but capable of accommodating a great number of 
 worshippers. Concerning this, Mr. Herdmau thus expresses himself:  
"A second was built. Tiiis chapel was altogether surrounded by 
buildings chiefly houses and was only approachable by three gate 
ways under these houses, namely, by one in Edmund Street, by 
one in Ormond Street, and by one in Bixteth Street. Views of these 
gateways will either accompany this or be sent to you. The second chapel 
was constructed, and had its entrance guarded, in the way mentioned, in 
order to prevent access on the part of those who were opposed to the 
Roman Catholic religion." I remember well this second chapel, and the 
gateway in Edmund Street, by which I entered it. A few years ago, this 
was removed, in order to make way for the present edifice. The style of 
this is Gothic. Large, handsome, and elegant, are epithets which every 
one will be disposed to apply to it. Its roof is lofty. Three distinct 
ecclesiastical buildings, it will be observed from what goes before, have 
thus, in succession, occupied the same site.

One cannot but regret, that a structure so deserving to he looked at, as St. 
Mary's, should, from its location, be almost entirely huddled out of sight. 
It is somewhat difficult to be found out: and when discovered, its northern 
and southern sides can only be approached from different Streets a con 
siderable detour requiring to be made, when going from the one to the 
other.

St. Mary's may fairly be regarded as the mother-church of the Roman 
Catholics in Liverpool; at all events, since the period of the Reformation.

The Rev. Thomas Fisher, a gentleman known and highly respected for 
his many excellent qualities, especially for his benevolence, charity, and 
the assiduity and untiring energy with which he prosecuted his ecclesiasti 
cal labours, was for a very long period the presiding clergyman of the 
chapel.

'  See Lacey'a " Pictorial Liverpool," 1841, p. 270. Mr. Herdtnan's version of the 
matter is different. In a communication politely forwarded by him to me, he snys :  
" With respect to the Roman Cntliolio Chapel of St. Mary's, I find that in 174ft, a 
warehouse in Eilmnnd Street was used by the body as a place of worship this having 
been the first Woman Catholic Chapel in Liverpool. It was situated up a gateway, 
over which was the priest's house. This building was destroyed during the riots in 
1759." Query 1770 ?
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1 find it mentioned in some of our local histories, that, by the constitu 
tion of St. Mary's, its religious affairs are administered by regulars, its 
clergy being monks of the order of St. Benedict.* Mr. Herdman says, that 
the first and second chapels were the property of the Jesuits, and that the 
latter continued in their possession until the suppression of the order, by 
Pope Clement XIV., Ganganelli, in 1773.

8. St. Anthony's, Roman Catholic.

A building, bearing the above appellation, stood formerly at St. Anthony's 
Place, Mile End, Scotland Road. See Liverpool Directories for 1807 and 
1810. Divine service in it was conducted for many years by the Rev. 
.lean Baptiste Anthony Girardot, a French emigrant priest, by whom it 
was erected. M. Girardot was held in high respect for his many virtues, 
and unostentatious mode of living ; and besides, was much celebrated in tliis 
part of the country, for numerous cures performed by him in cases of \lropsy, 
some of them said to have been of long standing. He departed this life, 
between twenty and thirty years ago. The chapel, if I mistake not, 
continued to the close of his life to be M. Girardot's private property.

Subsequently to this gentleman's death, the chapel was still applied to 
the purposes of divine service for a time, by the Roman Catholics. But 
having been abandoned as a place of worship, it is now converted into 
dwelling-houses and shops, catching the eye of the passenger by its small 
pediment, at the corner of Scotland Road and Dryden Street.

Owing to the great increase of the Roman Catholic population of Liver 
pool, particularly in the northern districts of the town, a larger edifice than 
that of M. Girardot, was found to be needed for their accommodation. 
Accordingly, subscriptions having been procured, the present St. Anthony's 
situated also in Scotland Road, a little way to the north of the former, was 
erected in 1888. It was opened towards the end of September, of that 
year, with great pomp and imposing ceremonies. A very interesting 
account was given on that occasion, by one of the clergymen present, of 
the building of the previous St. Anthony's, of Monsieur Girardot, its 
respected founder and chaplain, and of the circumstances in which the

  Iii Moss' "History of Liverpool," 1795, p. 154, find in the earlier Liverpool Direc 
tories, St. Mary's Chnpel is uniformily spoken of as the Roman Catholic Chape], 
" Lumber Street," or " Lombard Sireet." This last-named Street lies close to it, much 
encroached on by the embankment of the Kailway, to the East.
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edifice then entered into had originated,* M. Girardot's body had been 
the only one deposited in the old chapel. On occasion of its being relin 
quished for the newly-erected structure, a removal of that gentleman's 
remains, if I am not misinformed, to the large and commodious vaults 
under the latter, took place. In the present St. Anthony's, about 1838, or 
1839,1 heard the late celebrated Father Thomas Maguire, the controver 
sial antagonist of Messrs. Pope and Gregg, deliver a very clever lecture in 
defence of the Roman Catholic doctrine of Transubstantiation, to a large 
and attentive auditory.

9. Salem Chapel, otherwise St. Clement's, Russell Street, 

Situated two houses from Bronte Street, (continuation of Dansie Street,) 
and nearly opposite to Warren Street, is one of the neatest places of 
worship in Liverpool.

To say by what sect of religionists this chapel has not, at some time or 
other, been occupied, would be somewhat puzzling, in consequence of the 
numerous metamorphoses which the worshippers at it have undergone. The 
best way of doing, under such circumstances, is briefly to sketch its history.

Unpleasant disclosures having terminated, in 1808, in the removal of 
Mr. John Ralph, from the pastorship of the Independent church, or society, 
assembling in Bethesda Chapel, Hotham Street, (then Duncau Street East,) 
his friends and supporters satisfied of his penitence, and considering him 
to have been harshly treated, built and opened Salem Chapel, Russell 
Street, the edifice in question, f He then took the pastoral charge, and 
continued to officiate to his followers for a brief period of time. Circum 
stances, to which a particular reference is unnecessary, led to a termina 
tion of his Liverpool career. He removed to Wigan, about 1811, 
became minister of Hope Chapel, there, and died in 1821. His pulpit 
talents, I have been informed, were of a very superior order. His dispo 
sitions it is said were amiable, and his sentiments, strictly Calvinistic. - 
We must be careful not to confound this gentleman, with Hugh Ralph, 
LL.D., who was from 1824 till 1842, minister of Oldham Street Kirk, 
and who now, after having been for some years incumbent at Aberdour, has 
charge of the parish of Dalgety, in the County of Fife.

Considerable alterations of Salem Chapel followed, on the departure of

  See " Liverpool Mercury," 6th October, 1833. t About 1809. 
c
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Mr. Ralph.* Its very name was changed. Thenceforward it was for years 
known as St. Clement's Church, f Under the ministry of Mr. Thomas 
Pearson, who is called " Robert" in Lacey's " Pictorial Liverpool," by 
whom it was purchased, there was also an increase of the ceremonial 
observed in the conducting of public worship. Mr. Pearson, who had once 
been an auctioneer in good practice in Liverpool, had previously to his 
removal to Russell Street, officiated from the month of May, 1807, in 
the chapel, Cockspur Street, which, in his hands, acquired the denomina 
tion of St. Andrew's Church | He presided over the worship of the con-, 
gregation in Russell Street, from 1813, till 1816 or 1817, when, 
according to Lacey, he died. § The Rev. H. T. Turner, however, 
has been good enough to inform me, that he left Liverpool to 
settle in Preston ; and that many years afterwards he finished his earthly 
career in Cornwall. A daughter of his communicated these facts to Mr. 
Turner.

Almost immediately after the death or departure of Mr. Pearson, there 
took place in connexion with this chapel in Russell Street, what, by one of 
the authorities just referred to, || is pronounced to have been " a series of 
the most artful schemes of swindling on record in Liverpool." Preferring 
to give the language of the apparently well-informed writer of the " Picto 
rial Liverpool " to any statements of my own, I quote literally as follows : 
"A person of genteel address, calling himself the Rev. Thomas Stretton, A.M., 
entered into a treaty with the owners " (of " Salem," alias St. Clement's,) 
" bought the church, and had it decorated in a most elegant style : the 
fine painted window, the neat porticos at the doors, and the organ, were 
added by him ; the pews were lined throughout, two vestries built, and a 
variety of other embellishments " [introduced.] " These improvements the 
reverend gentleman did not immediately pay for; and still farther, he 
never intended to pay for them. Attended by his lady, he visited the prin 
cipal shops in town, ordered articles, and had them sent to his home: but 
still the cash was not forthcoming. No doubt, however, could be entertained

* By some parties, I have been informed, that on Mr. Ralph's resignation, Mr. 
Macpherson, afterwards to be more particularly mentioned, preached for some time 
to the society of Independents which assembled here.

fin the Liverpool Directories for 181.') and 1H10, it is enumerated among the churches 
belonging to the Establishment.

J See facts connected with the opening of Cookspnr Street Chapel, as St. Andrew's 
Church, by Mr. Pearson, given in detail by Troughton, in his History, 1810.

§ " Pictorial .Liverpool," 1644, p. 270. | Lacey.
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by the credulous tradesmen, as to their sable-dressed customer being bonA 
fide a parson ; for each successive Sabbath, the Rev. Thomas Stretton, 
arrayed in a fine black gown, and with the gravity of a judge, discoursed, 
in impressive strains, to his numerous auditors at St. Clement's. Things 
went on in this manner for some time   the priest and his lady still indulg 
ing themselves extravagantly in jewels, dresses, &c., partly paying, but 
leaving by far the greater part unpaid for. But a dire and unforeseen 
mischance stayed the career of the worthy clergyman. Walking down 
Church Street, one day, he was met by a young lady, who happened to 
know more about him than he could wish to be made public ; and conclud 
ing a discovery inevitable, he suddenly quitted the town, leaving his debts 
as a memento of his career."* " Pictorial Liverpool," 1841, pp. 271-272. 
Thus it appears, that there are good and substantial reasons, why the name 
of the successor of Mr. Pearsou, should still live in the recollection of 
some of the older inhabitants of the town, and why the feelings associated 
by them with St. Clement's should not be of the most agreeable description. 
By the way, the editor of Lacey's work omits to mention that Mr. Stretton, 
during his incumbency, introduced the choral, or rather cathedral service 
of the Establishment into his church   ten or twelve persons attired in the 
full costume of choristers, who were in attendance each Lord's day, to 
chaunt the psalms and responses, having constituted no small addition to 
the other attractions of this person's ministry. Oue gentleman has 
informed me, that his gown or train was, when he entered, held up by 
pages. He is said to have been in reality a dancing master.

A very amiable and highly respected young gentleman, named Crooken- 
den, has been mentioned to me as having for a short time afterwards, 
about 1818, been minister of Salem, or St. Clement's. It was stated by 
my informant that he was cut off by consumption. Can this have been 
the " Rev. William Henry Crookenden," whom I see set down in the "Liver 
pool Directory," for 1818, as curate to Mr. Banister, at All Saints? f

The removal of Mr. Crookenden was followed by the passing of St. 
Clement's Church into the hands of the body connected with the late

» I have heard the " memento " estimated at .£2500, or £2000.
1- Mr. Turner (Rev. H. T.) thinks, that Mr. Crookenden did officiate in Salem, obont 

1818 or 1819. Although for some time assistant to Mr. Banister, Mr. Turner donhts 
if Mr. C. was ever ordained. A somewhat different account of matters will be found 
iu next article.



Countess of Huntingdon. Mr. James Widdows, one of that body, was 
appointed minister in 1819 or 1820. This gentleman, along with his con 
gregation, at a subsequent period, joined the Independents. Until about 
1828, he continued to officiate in Russell Street, in a manner very 
creditable to himself, and acceptable to his people. His settlement at the 
chapel, Gloucester Street, which stood on the site of the present St. Simon's, 
after the opening of the United Secession Chapel, Great Orford Street 
and Mount Pleasant, of course rendered the pulpit formerly occupied by 
him vacant. *

A respectable congregation of Baptists, in 1828, or 1829, took tempo 
rary possession of Salem Chapel. Their occupancy of it did not embrace a 
period of more than between three and four years. Concerning the history 
of the building, while in their possession, I must plead ignorance. The 
only fact remembered by me is, that while occupied by them, I once, by 
special request, appeared in its pulpit.

At page 66, of the " Primitive Episcopal Church Magazine"for April, 1832, 
occurs the following paragraph: " CONSECHATION OF ST. CLEMENT'S CHURCH, 
RUSSELL STREET, LIVERPOOL. On Friday, 80th ultimo," March, "this 
ceremony was performed by the Right Rev. G. M. West. At eleven 
o'clock, the bishop, attended by several clergymen, performed the service 
in a most impressive and solemn manner. The prayers were read by the 
Rev.     , after which an appropriate sermon was preached by the 
bishop, from Psalm Ixxxiv., 4 : 'Blessed are tJiey that dwell in thy house ; 
they mil be still praising thee ' during which the audience were deeply 
affected, even to tears." A gentleman, the account goes on to say, was 
on this occasion admitted by Bishop West to Deacon's, and subsequently 
to Priest's orders.

Dr. Washington Stuart, one of the parties who had previously been 
ordained by Mr. West, became minister of the chapel, [church ?) aftej its 
consecration, and continued to perform divine service there for some 
months, using, I presume, the altered liturgy of the " Primitive Episcopal 
Church."t

Towards the close of 1832, the edifice of which we are now speaking, came

* Mr. Widdows, who was much respected, became afterwards about 1838 pastor 
of an Independent Church, at Raiuford.

t fid. antea, under the head of "All Saints" Church.



87

into the hands of a body of Scotch dissenters, belonging to the then United 
Secession Church. The individuals composing it had for some time before 
assembled for devotional purposes in tlie large room in Pilgrim Street, near 
Hardman Street.* They bad left the ministry of Dr. Stewart, at Mount 
Pleasant Chapel, on the ground of objecting to the use of Watts' Psalms, 
Hymns, and Paraphrases in public worship. Mr. Samuel Spence became 
their pastor. His clever " sermon on the privilege and duty of British 
dissenters, preached in Russell Street Church, Friday, December 6,1833,  
Liverpool, Marples and Co., 1834," is now lying before me. On the 
departure of Mr. Spence to Dundee, in 1838, the Liverpool Society over 
 which he had presided for several years, was dissolved.^

Antaeus-like, after scarcely an interval of suspended animation, Russell 
Street Chapel again rose with fresh vigour from the ground. Another sect, 
however, was now its occupant. Divine service was resumed in it in October, 
1838, by the followers of Baron Swedenborg, commonly known as the New 
Jerusalem Church. Mr. Noble, of London, and Mr. Smithson, of Manchester, 
officiated at the opening. Under the successive ministries of Mr. Thomas 
Chalklin, and Mr. John Cull, as well as by means of the assistance of 
missionaries belonging to the denomination, the doctrines of the body just 
mentioned have been proclaimed in this place until very recently. Pecu 
niary difficulties, however, arising out of the attendance of a very limited 
congregation, and other causes, have caused the chapel to be for some time 
in the market for sale. At length, in the autumn of 1852, after an occu 
pation by the followers of Swedenborg, of 14 years' continuance, the build 
ing has passed into the possession of the Association, or Warrenite 
Methodists. J

  Used as a Lecture Room, (there I heard Dr. Spnrzheim deliver his twelve lectures 
on Phrenology, in 18'.J9,) as a Dancing Academy, and now as a Jewish Synagogue.

+ It struggled for existence, I believe for a year or two after Mr. Spenrc left it. But 
its efforts to sustain itself were unsuccessful. The majority of its members were re 
united to their old connexion. Sadly unpleasant feelings between it and the Mount 
Pleasant congregation marked its brief career.

{ It seems that Baron Swedenborg's followers took Key Street Chapel, afterwards St. 
Matthew's Church, in 1791, on occasion of Mr. Yates and his Congregation quilting it 
for Paradise Street Chapel. By the Swedenborgians, Key Street Chapel was given up in 
1704, or early in 1790, almost immediately after which its sale to the Church of England 
ensued. From 1794 or 1795, until 1815, the members of the New Jerusalem Church 
worshipped, either in private houses, or in a room in Marble Street near Queen Square, 
the latter, for thirteen or fourteen years of the period in question, having been their 
place of meeting. By the way, the body of Swedenbergians who worshipped until 
lately in Russell Street, is now assembling for devotional purposes in the Concert Hall, 
Lord Nelson Street, and having acquired a vacant piece of ground in Bedford Street,
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10, Cockspur Street Chapel, for gome time St. Andrew's Church.*

I regret exceedingly that it is out of my power to treat of this building, 
and of its numerous changes of appearance and congregations, until the 
period of its final extinction, with the same minuteness and accuracy of 
detail, as circumstances have enahled me to indulge in with regard to that 
which immediately precedes. The following, upon the whole copious 
enough, is all the information which I can give respecting Cockspur Street 
Chapel, and its chameleon-like transformations.

Any one desirous to make himself personally acquainted with its locality, 
will find it on the right hand side of Cockspur Street, going from Vauxhall 
Road to Pownall Square. A single house, indeed, is all that intervenes be 
tween its former site and Vauxhall Road. Strangers will at once recognize 
it, by means of the words, " Chapel Buildings, 1839," cut in stone, above the 
entrance to a small court; the shops on each side, with the houses above, 
and the court behind, occupying the spot where the edifice in question 
once stood.|

Originally here was the cockpit of Liverpool.{ At what period it was 
constructed, I am unable to say. Neither can I inform my colleagues 
when it was first used as a place of worship, or by what sect of professing 
Christians it was first occupied.

What I have ascertained is, that in this edifice whether then converted 
into a chapel, or still applied to sporting purposes, I cannot tell during 
a few weeks of the summer of 1792, the congregation connected with the 
established Church of Scotland, at that time recently formed, which was 
afterwards permanently located in Oldham Street Kirk, worshipped under 
the ministry of Mr. Kirkpatrick.§ Finding the distance from the centre 
of the town too great, and encountering some other inconveniences, they

Abercromby Square, it is intended by the members to erect a new Chapel as soon a« 
possible thereon.

* A name Riven many years afterwards by the late Sir John Gladstone to his rhnrch 
in Renshaw Street, nnd applied also by some Scotch people to the Rudney Street Kirk.

+ See Gage's map, 1835.
J An anecdote related concerning one of the well known frequenters of the Liverpool 

Cockpit, while it existed, may amuse some of my renders. While young Spencer was 
at the heijjlit of his popularity ami usefulness nt Newington Clmpel, in 1810-11, Dr.    
was nskeil what he Ihiinpht of him ? "The best oock that tlie Liverpool Dissenters 
have ever yet pitted against the Devil, I fancy," was his prompt, but somewhat profane 
reply. The Cockpit, on the margin of Aintree Race-course, now a temporary chnpel-of- 
ease to (lie parishes of Sefton nnd Wultou. is called St. Peter'*.

§ Probably the reason why Cockspur Sireet Chapel was subsequently for a time called 
St. Andrews. St. Andrew is the patron Saint of Scotland.



Speedily abandoned it, to occupy a room in School Lane, close to St. Peter's 
Church, where they remained till the opening of the Kirk, in 1793.*

Whether the building thus left vacant by the departure of the Scottish 
Presbyterians came immediately into the possession of any other class of 
religionists, is a matter as to which I must confess myself ignorant. No 
satisfactory response have I been able to obtain to numerous queries pro 
pounded by me at different times, and to different individuals. I suspect 
that some one or other of the various sub-divisions of Methodists, did 
occasionally hold meetings for public worship there. The Directories of 
1790-1800, however, which are entirely silent as to the building, afford us 
no clue to a solution.

Light first breaks in upon us, soon after the commencement of the 
present century.

Mr. James Macpherson, with a congregation of Independents, to whom 
he stood in the relation of pastor, had possession of Cockspur Street 
Chapel, in 1803, as appears from the Liverpool Directory of that date, and 
as is known to me on other authority. My impression is, that Mr. 
Macpherson was officiating in this building, a year or two earlier than the 
time just indicated, if not even as far back as the close of 1800. Here 
the minister, and such of his flock as still adhered to him, continued to 
meet for divine service till towards the end of 1806, or beginning of 1807. 
The gentleman of whom we are speaking, has been represented to me as 
having possessed considerable talents, and is well-known to have been at 
one time exceedingly popular, among persons holding strict, or as some would 
say, high Calvinistic sentiments. His name will occur again in connexion 
with the formation of the church which afterwards assembled for public 
worship in Bethesda Chapel.

Troughton, by means of information supplied in his " History of Liver 
pool," 1810, p. 486, enables us to carry on the narrative, from the period 
of Mr. Macpherson's departure. According to the authority just named, 
we learn that Cockspur Street Chapel, then assuming the appellation of St. 
Andrew's Church, was, after having been temporarily closed, re-opened for 
public worship, with considerable pomp and ceremony, on Trinity Sunday, 
May 24, 1807, " by the Rev. Thomas f Pearsou," its minister. Of this 
gentleman, we have bad occasion to speak in the immediately preceding

  See VoL ii. of our Transactions, p. 70. t Called Robert in Laccy.
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article. Whether or not he was a regularly ordained clergyman of the 
Church of England, I am incompetent to say I rather think not * but 
by him, at any rate, the robes of a clergyman were worn, the liturgy read, 
and the prescribed routine duly gone through. Mr. Pearson's removal to 
St. Clement's, (Salem Chapel, Russell Street,) about 1811, or 1812, his resig 
nation of his charge there, 1816, and his subsequent wanderings and death, 
will be found to have been previously put upon record. Before passing on, 
however, it may be proper to mention, that owing to Mr. Pearson's popu 
larity, Cockspur Street Chapel (alias St. Andrew's Church,) having proved 
to be too small, and exceedingly incommodious, was closed soon after the 
commencement of his incumbency in 1807, in order to its undergoing 
enlargement, as well as repairs. Divine service was not resumed until the 
24th day of April, ] 808.

To Mr. R. G. Sheldon, I am indebted for the information that from 
1811, or 1812, till 1815, or at least during the greater part of that time, 
Cockspur Street Chapel was occupied by a body of Kilhamites, or New 
Connexion Methodists.

Subsequently, that is, in 1815, the building came into the hands of the 
Swedenborgians. Mr. Samuel Walter, nephew of Mr. Lewin, assisted from 
time to time by Mr. Leadbetter, officiated two or three years as their 
pastor. Their occupation of the chapel terminated in 18I9.| Prior to

* He at all events, was included under that comprehensive category, " persons in holy 
orders or pretended holy orders, or pretending to holy orders," so often occurring in 
Acts of Parliament.

+ After leaving Cockspur Street the followers of Baron Swedenborg entered on an 
occupancy of Maguire Street Chapel, which terminated in 18'i.t, the Primitive Methodists, 
during the latter part of that time having- worshipped in the Chapel, early in the morning, 
anil in the evening.

The migrations and temporary locations of the New Jerusalem body from 1823 till 
1838, I am unable to state with accuracy. If I mistake not, a portion of them 
worshipped, during a part of that time, in a small chapel, or school-house, in Bevington 
Bush, not far from its junction with Old Scotland lload and Edgar Street. Private 
houses or school-rooms, I presume, accommodated the rest. Bussell Street Chapel, 
(successively Snlem and St. Clement's Church,) was, as we have seen, their chief, but 
not exclusive place of rendezvous, from 1888 till 1833. Mr. Sheldon, I have reason to 
think, all along during that time performed the offices of religion, to a small portion of 
the body, who had their residence in the Northern districts of the town.

Mr. Sheldon, to his other favours, has added that of informing me, that the friends to 
whom he has so long officiated, in February, 184'-J, opened as a place of worship for 
*' The New Christian Church," or Swedeuborgians, a small building in Rose Place, not 
far from St. Ann's Church, which for many years had been used as a boarding and day- 
school, and which, in 1841, had been converted into a Temperance Hall, Divine Service 
having, at (he same time, been begun, and for several Lord's days continued, by local 
preachers of the Methodist persuasion. They, of course, abandoned it, when it came
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that time, Mr. Walters' ministry had been discontinued. A gentleman 
named Bristow, previously a Unitarian minister, and who, after professing 
to be a convert to the New Jerusalem doctrines, subsequently joined the 
Trinitarians, gave the Swedenborgians the benefit of his pulpit services, 
during three months of the year 1819.

The Mr. Crookenden, spoken of under the preceding head, who had for 
some time been curate, or assistant, to Mr. Banister, after the abandon 
ment of Cockspur Street Chapel by the New Jerusalemites in 1819, imme 
diately took possession of it, along with a small body of persons, who, with 
himself, had withdrawn from Mr. Banister's ministry, on Independent 
principles, and had placed themselves under his, Mr. Crookenden's, pastoral 
care. For the knowledge of this fact, I confess myself indebted to Mr. 
Sheldon. My informant, however, cannot be certain, whether or not Mr. 
Crookenden was for a short time in Russell Street Chapel. Nor is he 
quite sure as to the time when the brief ministry of the gentleman to whom 
we are referring was terminated by his death. He thinks that the event took 
place in 1821, or 1822. My suspicion is, that it occurred towards the end of 
1820, or early in 1821, as I do not find his name in the chapel part of the Direc 
tory of the year last named ; and as the chapel, Cockspur Street, although 
placed in the list of Independent chapels by that Directory, has a blank 
opposite to the word " minister."

Mr. John Underbill, and a congregation of Baptists, who adhered to 
him as their pastor, having left the Baptist chapel, on the south side of Great 
Crosshall Street, is said to have entered upon the occupancy of Cockspur Street 
Chapel, in 1821, or 1822. As tie father of Mr. John Green Underbill, a 
youth of great promise, early removed by death, whose industry and accu 
racy in compiling facts respecting the religious bodies of Liverpool are 
deserving of all praise, and have been of service to the editor of Lacey,*

into the possession of the New Jerasalemites. Over these, Mr. Sbeldon continued to 
preside. During the week, however, it was still used as a school house, and fur other 
purposes.

This building, after having heen for a time closed, mode to undergo thorough repaint, 
and fitted with seats and pews, was re-opened exclusively as a place of worship, to be 
used by the Swedenborgian body, by Messrs. Kenworthy and Sheldon, January 2Nth, 
1849. Mr. Sheldon is pastor, and continues to officiate as he has done all along, 
gratuitously. The Chapel is neat and comfortable, but so small as to be incapable of 
accomodating more than 100 persons. Mr. Sheldon and his flock are in full and 
recognised connexion with the general conference of the New Jerusalem Church.

* Acknowledged by Mr. Stonehouse, in his preface to Lacey's " Pictorial Liverpool," 
1844. By mistake he calls the party in question Underwood.
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as well as on account of his own great excellence of character, Mr. Under 
bill is not undeserving of notice at our hands. He is, (for he still lives at 
a very advanced age,) a native of the neighbourhood of Birmingham, and 
came to Liverpool about the year 1818. From Cockspur Street Chapel, 
he went with his flock, about 1824, to the small Baptist Chapel, Sidney 
Place, Edgehill, where he officiated for several years. It was on Septem 
ber 4th, in the year 1831, while still officiating at Edgehill, that he pub 
lished his sermon, entitled, " The good man, and the evil considered," 
preached at the chapel, Sidney Place. Advancing age having compelled 
his resignation of the pastoral office, he continued to reside in London 
Road, Liverpool, until 185-2, when he removed to Manchester.

For a short time perhaps for a year, year and a half, or two years  
subsequently to the departure of Mr. Underbill and his congregation about 
1824, Cockspur Street Chapel was in the occupation of the Primitive 
Methodists. This fact we learn from a short and well-written history of 
Liverpool, which is prefixed to a Directory of the town, apparently not 
Gore's, published in 1825.*

About 1820, or 1827, Mr. Moses Fisher, who with his flock, had been 
located in Oil Street, after his demission of his charge in Byrom Street, 
1824, removed to Cockspur Street Chapel. His ministry there extended 
to 1835, when he entered upon possession of Soho Street Chapel, which, 
on the foundation stone of Bishop West's intended cathedral, had been 
erected for him.f

Again, a change in the occupants of Cockspur Street Chapel took place. 
The " Christian Society," a species of Methodists, became its temporary 
possessors. Mr. Newcome is mentioned in one of the Liverpool Directo 
ries, that for 1837, as having for a time, at least, taken the pastoral over-

  " The chapel in Cockspur Street is now occupied by Primitive Methodists, who hare 
the use, on Sunday evenings, of the chapel belonging to the Swedeuborgians, in Maguire 
Street." History of Liverpool, prefixed to the Directory, 18^-">, p. 171. The Swedeu- 
borginns, who did for sonic time gnmt to the Primitive Methodists the use of their chapel 
in Maguire Street, for early morning, and for evening service, abandoned the chapel 
to them altogether iu 182U. This fact, known to me on good authority, renders some 
what problematical the account of Mr. Underbill having ever discharged the duties of 
« pastor iu Cockspur Street Chapel, ami impresses me with a suspicion that the Primi 
tive Methodists immediately succeeded Mr. Crookenden and his party. I may he wrong, 
however. Mr. Underbill, I remember going to Sidney Place Chapel, Edgehill, in 18i4.

t Having closed his earthly career iu January, 1840, Mr. Fisher has had for two of his 
successors in Soho Street, Mr. Richard It. Lancaster, from 1840 till 1849, and Mr. 
XI. J. Stent, for perhaps a couple of years afterwards.



sight of the congregation which assembled there. Of the "Christian 
Society," it will be recollected, that we have already had occasion to treat, 
under the head of St. John the Evangelist's Church. During their stay 
here, Messrs. Aitken and Bowes frequently preached to them. Circum 
stances, however, compelled its relinquishment, in 1838, or 1839.

Immediately afterwards, the demolition of this chapel followed. Houses 
and shops, as already mentioned, now occupy its site.

11. Maguire Street Chapel

Was erected about the year 1795, by a gentleman named Mayers, of Swe- 
denborgian or New Jerusalem sentiments, with a view to the accommoda 
tion of his co-religionists, on their abandonment of Key Street Chapel, 
(old St. Matthew's.) It is a plain structure, of small dimensions, capable of 
seating not more than 250 or 300 hearers. There are houses and shops below 
and on each side of it, which have constituted from the first a portion of the 
building. The bankruptcy of Mr. Mayers who lived close to the canal, 
in the immediate neighbourhood just as the chapel was being completed, 
and the sale of it, along with his other property, by his creditors, prevented 
its being used, at least at the time, for the purpose originally contemplated.

A body of Methodists, who afterwards joined Mr. Alexander Kilhatn, 
on occasion of his seceding from the Wesleyan Conference, in 1797, and 
co-operated with him in forming the " New Connexion," * sometime in the 
course of the preceding year, took possession of the chapel. Their occu 
pancy of it seems to have continued till the year 1800.

Mr. Macpherson, and his newly-organized society of Independents, are 
said to have then used it as a place of worship, for a year or two.

Between 1802 and 1817,1 am unable to specify, in exact order of suc 
cession, the various religious sects which occupied Maguire Street Chapel. 
Information, however, upon which I think I may rely, has satisfied me, 
that during the interval mentioned, it was at different times, and for 
different periods, employed for devotional purposes, by Welsh Arminiau. 
Methodists, Welsh Calvinistic Methodists, and Welsh Baptists.

In 1817, it came into the hands of a small body of Unitarians, presided 
over by Mr. T. S. Bristow. This gentleman having adopted, and tempo-

  Who protest against what they conceive to be the undue, because exclusive prepon 
derance of the clerical element, in the Old Wesleyan body.
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rarily professed Swedenborgian views, his small flock left the building, 
and became dispersed in 1819.

The Swedenborgians, quitting Cockspur Street in 1819, entered imme 
diately on possesion of Maguire Street Chapel. Missionaries from their 
Conference, after Mr. IMstow's defection, officiated to them.

Into the hands of the Primitive Methodists, the building came in"l823, 
and has been occupied by them ever since. Several months before their 
taking entire possession of it, the New Jerusalem folks had kindly allowed 
them to worship within its walls, early in the mornings, and on the evenings 
of the Lord's day.

12. Crescent or Everton Chapel. (Independent.)

For many particulars respecting the congregation which now worships 
in this large and handsome edifice, I confess myself indebted to our 
talented colleague, Mr. W. G. Herdman.

About the year 1800, certain respectable individuals, sitting under the 
ministry of Mr. Banister, at All Saints,* having become dissatisfied on 
grounds which it is needless to specify, withdrew, and agreed to form 
themselves into a society or church, holding in the main Calvinistic princi 
ples, and having for its grand object mutual edification. These persons 
assembled for a short time in a room in Shaw's Brow, and afterwards took 
temporary possession of the small chapel in. Maguire Street, off Vauxhall 
Eoad.

During this period, the society was under the pastoral care of Mr. James 
Macphersou, more than once already referred to.

The chapel in Duncan Street East, now Hotham Street, called Bethesda, 
situated between Bridport and Lord Nelson Streets, having been erected 
by subscription, the congregation entered on possession of it in 1802. So 
limited were their numbers and means at that time, that it was not until 
after the lapse of a considerable interval, they were able to put up a 
gallery.

Mr. Macpherson having, for some reason or other, lost the confidence of

* Mr. Herduian has obligingly supplied me with the names of some of them:  
Messrs. Burton Haigh, William Merrynmn, Peter Robinson, Hill Wilson, and Robert 
Innes. May I be permitted to add to these, as having either then, or at a subsequent 
period, joined the church, the respected iiuines of Messrs. James Leckie, Thomas Bagot, 
and John Wilkinson ?
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the society, Mr. John Ralph, about the period of the removal to Bethesda, 
was chosen to preside over it in holy things. Prohahly at, or about the 
same time, Mr. Macpherson, with his adherents, commenced the occupation 
of Cockspnr Street Chapel.

The ministry of Mr. Ralph terminated in consequence of certain painful 
disclosures, in 1808 the statement previously made as to himself, and his 
subsequent career, superseding the necessity of any further remarks.

Immediately, or at all events not very long after the removal of Mr. 
Ralph, Mr. Peter Samuel Charrier, then pastor of the Independent Church 
at Lancaster, became the object of the choice of the Bethesda Society.

Concerning this gentleman, who was, like his predecessor, a strict Cal- 
 vinist, we might, were eulogy our object, speak most favourably. He was 
either a native of France, or if not, was born at Portsmouth, of French 
Huguenot parentage. Till the close of his life, his extraction was apparent 
in the polished and ceremonious courtesy of his manners, his peculiarly stiff 
although gentlemanlike gait, and the natural irascibility of his temper. Mr. 
Charrier was a man endowed with excellent talents, and of the highest respec 
tability of character. Under his ministry, the church and congregation at 
Bethesda flourished. After spending nearly eighteen years, quietly, unobtru 
sively and usefully among his people, he was carried off, rather suddenly, either 
in 1825, or 1826. His body was conveyed for interment to Lancaster. A 
large cortege of attached and sorrowing friends, some on foot, and others in 
carriages, accompanied it for some distance from town.*

Some time elapsed, after Mr Charrier's decease, before Mr. John Kelly, 
the present minister, was elected to supply his place.

The society having sold Bethesda to the body of Kilhamites, or New 
Connexion Methodists, who had. previously occupied Zion Chapel, now 
the Fish Hall, near St. John's Market, removed in 1833, with their pastor, 
to the Crescent Chapel, Everton.

To make respectable living individuals the subjects of fulsome commen 
dation would, I have felt, be wrong in itself, and insulting to them. A 
passing remark or two, therefore, with respect to the present pastor of the 
Independent church of which we are speaking, is all that I will venture to 
submit. Mr. Kelly's high standing in Liverpool dissenting society, is well

* Mr. Charrier is said to have indulged occasionally in poetical composition. On* 
piece, of some length, published anonymously, I have beard ascribed to him.
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known. George Gilfilkn, in " Hogg's Edinburgh Instructor," for Septem 
ber llth, 1847, when giving his reminiscences of his first tour in England, 
has taken occasion to place on record his high estimate, both of him, and 
of his respectable congregation.* Mr. Kelly, several years ago, published 
a clever pamphlet, of considerable length, animadverting on the connexion 
between Church and State, during the time that the Voluntary controversy 
was raging. Its title, I am just now unable to supply.

18. Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Pitt Street.

This chapel occupies the site, on which stood the first one erected in 
Liverpool, by the highly respectable and influential body to which it belongs. 
Having been found to be small, inconvenient, and ill adapted to the growing 
wants of the community, the original structure was, forty or fifty years 
since, pulled down, and replaced by the larger edifice which now meets the 
eye. It stands between Greetham and Forrest Streets, on the right hand 
going from the Custom House, southwards.

In the former building, Mr. Wesley preached several times. Especial 
mention is made in our local histories, of his having been in Liverpool hi 
March, 1758, when he spoke to attentive and deeply interested audiences, 
in Pitt Street Chapel, twice a day for a whole week. His work on " Origi 
nal sin," he then advertised in the Liverpool papers. From this town, 
March 31st,f he sailed to Dublin.J How astonishing and indefatigable the

  Mr. Gilflllan's words are too remarkable, and the manner ill which he expresses 
himself concerning both pastor and people too discriminating, to justify me in passing 
them over. " Very diftereut," from that of a Church Clergyrnim of whom he had been 
speaking, "and yet excellent in its way, is the preaching of Mr. Kelly, the Independent. 
His is a decided specimen of the Scottish School. It is able, clear, critical, and searching, 
but without ease, and without imagination. Mr. K. is a robust, middle-sized, middle- 
aged person, preaches to a respectable but thin audience, and stands deservedly high in 
his body. We were struck with the intellectual aspect of his congregation. Large heads 
and fore- heads, brows knitted in profound attention, eyes fixed with piercing glance 
upon the speaker, and hands ever ready to turn up the scriptures at his quotations, gave 
us the assurance of a body of men, not of fushionuble fribbles, or weak-minded 
enthusiasts. It seemed such an assembly as Hall would have wished to address ; and 
we ore morally certain that it could not have been in this chapel, where, according to 
his own statement, when in Liverpool, he ' preached like a pig, to a parcel of pigs.' 
There was much in Mr. Kelly, and in his audience, to remind us of Dr. Russell, of 
Dundee, though lie is more conversational and practical in his style of preaching."

+ 1758.
J George WhitBeld, not so much the rival, as the friend and coadjutor, of Wesley, on 

two occasions at least honoured Liverpool with his presence and public discourses. One 
of his visits is particularly noticed by the Rev. John Newton, some time curate at 
Olney, Bucks, and afterwards Rector of St. Mary's Woolnoth, London, in letters written 
by him soon after his appointment as one of the two tide surveyors of the Port of Liver 
pool a situation for which he was indebted to the kindness and influence of his friend
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labours of this eminent man ! Pitt Street chapel, besides the services of 
the great founder of Methodism, has enjoyed, from time to time, those of 
almost every person of distinction connected with the Wesleyan body. 
Mr., now Dr. Newton, I once heard preach in it, (in its present form,) a 
very eloquent, powerful, and impressive discourse. Nor can I forget the 
pleasure with which, some twelve or fourteen years ago, I listened to a 
beautiful address from the lips of James Montgomery, Esq., of Sheffield, 
author of the " Wanderer of Switzerland," " World before the Flood," &c., 
delivered at a missionary meeting, held within its walls.

Interesting must this chapel be, on a great variety of grounds, to those 
to whom the cause of Wesleyan Methodism is dear, and who have taken 
any pleasure in tracing its rise and progress in this and other large towns.

14. The Wesleyan Methodist CJuipel, Leeds Street,

One of the older chapels in connexion with this body opened about 
1798 was situated on a portion of the space now occupied as a yard for 
flags, or paving stones, at the corner of Leeds and Plumbe Streets. The 
remainder of the space was a burial ground attached to the chapel, where

Mr. Manesty. See the fourth volume of his " Works," Aberdeen, George King ; London, 
Whiltaker, Trencher and Co., 1933, pp. 101-104. Oar information is derived from his 
" Letters to a Wife."

The visit referred to occurred in the year 1755. During nearly a whole week, from 
10th to 15th September, Mr. Whitfield preached here frequently. Mr. Newton beard 
him nine times. Where, however, this extraordinary man officiated, I have not 
been able to discover. Was it in the fields, and sub dio, as was so common with him, 
that he delivered his spirit-stirring and conscience-affecting harangues ? Newton seems 
to have watched his every action with intense and affectionate interest, and to have 
spent as much time as possible in his private society. Not particularly complimentary 
to the religious character of the Liverpool people, is the observation which Newton 
represents him to have made : " We shall try to keep him till Monday; though he says, 
he never was in a place where he had so little encouragement to stay as here." Philip, in 
his " Life and Times of Whitfield," 1837, passes over the tour of this eminent man, in our 
part of the country, in 1755, with the brief observation, that wherever he went, he carried 
the prospect of the then approaching French war with him, " like his shadow, through 
Yorkshire and Lancashire," p. 448. The same author, speaking of a previous visit of 
Whitfteld to this town, in 1753, says "He fared better at Liverpool. There another 
convert, won by his printed sermons, met him on landing, took him home, and convened 
great numbers to hear him." Life and Times of Whitfield, p. 414. Who was this 
convert? It is annoying to be thus tantalized. The visit just spoken of was the first 
which Whitfield paid to our town, and was an exceedingly brief one. Newton's words, 
when referring to it, September 16, 1755, p. 102, are, " Having never been here before 
but one night, he was not known or regarded by the fashionable folks, though several 
of them went to hear them." Some years before 1753, it appears that Whitfleld 
visited Manchester, but did not extend his tour to Liverpool. Had I been able 
to procure a sight of Gillies' Life of Wliitfield, which I perused above 39 years ago, I 
might, perhaps, have gleaned some additional particulars respecting the preaching of 
this wonderful man in our locality.
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numerous interments took place the chapel itself having stood back a 
little way from both the Streets just named. Its exact locality is indicated 
in Gage's map of Liverpool, 1835. And the traveller, coming from South- 
port, or Yorkshire, by the railway, may, if he sit close to any of the windows 
on the east side of the carriages, and happen to look down at the proper 
spot, rapidly but accurately trace the whole area, which the-chapel and its 
graveyard once occupied.

Like many other buildings, Leeds Street Chapel has for the last fourteen 
or fifteen years been numbered with " the things that were." The edifice 
itself was removed, and the bodies which had been interred within its 
precincts, found another, and it is hoped, a more permanent resting place.

15. Chapel, Sir Thomas' Buildings.

A person walking along from Dale Street to Whitechapel, by Sir Thomas' 
[Johnson's] Buildings, might easily pass the chapel just named without 
notice : only one end or gable of it reaching to the Street, and houses on 
each side coming up close to it. Its position is on the right hand, seven or 
eight houses from Dale Street, and it is entered by means of a narrow 
passage. It was, I presume, erected between 1780 and 1790.

We find it mentioned among the Roman Catholic places of worship, in 
the Directories, from 1790 till 1813, the Rev. John Price being represented 
as its officiating clergyman.

Since the time last specified, it has been occupied by various religious 
sects. Between 1818 and 1821, it seems to have been in the possession of 
a body of Baptists, under the pastoral care of Mr. J Shooeller. Indepen 
dents, if I am not mistaken, were the next who worshipped in it.* The 
Rev. H. S. Joseph, a converted Jew, afterwards chaplain at the Workhouse, 
and now holding a similar situation in Chester Castle, preached to a Hebrew 
church of Christian Israelites, in the chapel, Sir Thomas' Buildings, from 
1831, till about 1835, or 1836. It was during this period, February, 1832, 
that the edifice was consecrated by Bishops Mathews and West.-)- Mr. 
Joseph, who is a truly respectable man, has, since that time, been admitted 
to deacon's and priest's orders, in the Church of England. After Mr. 
Joseph's leaving Sir Thomas' Buildings Chapel, to become chaplain at the

* 1 remember well my having, on one occasion, in 1824 or 18^5, addressed a congre 
gation from its pulpit.

t See antra, part 1, under "All Saints."
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Workhouse, the Rev. John E, Conor, and a congregation connected with 
the Church of England, proceeded to occupy it. It was opened by licence 
from the Bishop of the Diocese, and for a time was called St. Simon's. 
The occupancy of this building by Mr. Conor and his flock, extended from 
1836, or 1837, till 1841, when he and they, as has been already stated, 
took possessi6n of the old Scotch Secession Meeting House, Gloucester 
Street. That, as we have seen, has since been replaced by the present 
Gothic edifice of St. Simon's. Mr. Conor is still its incumbent.

A congregation of foreign converted Jews, under the ministry of Mr. 
Hirsch, has, during a portion, if not the whole of the period since the 
departure of Mr. Conor and his people, worshipped in the chapel, Sir 
Thomas' Buildings. The service is conducted in the German language.

16. Edmund Street Chapel.
This small building, to which entrance is obtained by a long and narrow 

passage, lies at the back of the houses on the right side of Edmund Street, 
going from Oldhall Street. It may be 15 or 20 yards from the last-mentioned 
thoroughfare the court leading to it being nearly, but not quite opposite to 
Earle Street.

Several religious denominations have worshipped in this scarcely known 
and somewhat antiquated edifice, at different periods; but it strikes me that 
it has been principally in the occupation of one section or another of the 
Baptist body. Mr. Underbill was for a time pastor of the church assembling 
within its walls. I have more than once beard the late well-known, Mr. 
William Gadsby, Baptist minister in Manchester, deliver in it very charac 
teristic and effective discourses.

Mr. John Nevin, a most respectable minister from the north of Ireland, 
(who several years ago went to America,) along with a small congregation 
of Covenanters, or reformed Presbyterians, had for some time the use of 
this chapel.

17. The Baptist Chapel, Great Crosshall Street.
This structure, several times referred to, claims a passing notice. It is of 

considerable size. It was opened by Mr. Underbill in 1818, or 1819 ; but, 
owing to unhappy dissensions, originating principally in pecuniary difficulties 
connected with the erection of the building, was soon left by himself and 
friends. Since then, it has been in the possession of more than one body 
of Particular Baptists. A Welsh congregation of this persuasion, lately
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occupied it. Indeed I believe it is still in their hands. There was a very 
small burial-place behind. Considerable alterations have taken place in 
tliis edifice, rather, I should say, additions, have been made to it, since it 
was originally constructed.

18. Zion Chapel.
This is situated at the junction of Murray, Charles, Hood, Roe, and Market 

Streets, opposite the north-west angle of St. John's Market,* and although 
of no great size, is one of the neatest edifices of its kind in Liverpool.! 
It is in the Grecian style of architecture, having two columns of the Doric 
order, with entablature and pediment to correspond, in front. For many 
years, it was occupied as a place of worship, by Methodists of the New or 
Kilhamite Connexion. Having been sold, and converted into a Fish Hall, 
about eighteen or twenty years ago, its congregation removed to Bethesda 
Chapol, Hotham Street, as already mentioned.

The body assembling here enjoyed in 1829, and for some time afterwards, 
the benefit of the ministrations of Mr. Thomas Allin, a man of consider 
able ability, and characterised by no small share of originality of mind. 
Mr. Allin is favourably known as a theological writer.

19. Meeting House, Prussia Street and Pall Mall. 
This building is the property of the Welsh Calviuistic or Whitefieldian 

Methodists, a body existing in large numbers, and possessing great influence, 
in the neighbouring Principality.

A chapel, occupying the site of the present one, was erected by the 
same sect in 1787 ; but, having been found to be small and inconvenient, 
it was taken down in 1816, and replaced by that which now meets the eye. 
From the circumstances of this Meeting House standing in a densely- 
peopled locality, and of a considerable proportion of its neighbours being 

j natives of Wales, it is always well attended.

I 20. Meeting House, Bedford Street, Toxteth Park.
Another place of worship belonging to the highly respectable Association 

of Welsh Calvinistic Methodists. It is situated between Stanhope and 
j Upper Harrington Streets. Ebenezer is the name borne by it. Looked 
' at from Bedford Street, it has a large and respectable appearance. The 
I period of its erection was 1805. Very considerable alterations and repairs 
i have been undergone by it, within the last twelve or fifteen years.
. * Vid: Gage's map of Liverpool, 1835. f Getting rapidly and sadly deteriorated.
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In this edifice, between twenty-seven, and forty or forty-five years since, 
Mr. Thomas Edwards preached, one of the most able, efficient, and suc 
cessful ministers, of whom the Welsh dissenters of Liverpool can boast. 
He was emphatically one of our worthies. In point of literary qualifications 
and accomplishments to which he made no pretensions he did not rank 
high. But in masculine strength of intellect, originality of thought, and 
vigour of expression, he was equalled by few if any, and surpassed by 
none of his contemporaries. To hear him address an audience in his 
native tongue, when in good trim, is said to have been a perfect treat. A 
conversation with him, I can testify, was so.* This extraordinary and 
excellent man who was beginning to break up from the time that I first 
knew him, died in 1825, or 1826. Hia decease occasioned a great sensa 
tion among the nonconformists of this place. The funeral, in several 
respects, deserves to be spoken of as a public one. A very long procession 
of mourners, through a dense crowd of spectators, made its way from 
Ebenezer Chapel, to St. James1 church-yard, where the interment took 
place. Dr. Raffles having pronounced the oration in the chapel, the body, 
on its arrival at the church, was received by the Rev. W. I. Hutching, then 
incumbent at Wavertree, and now resident in London, who read the burial 
service of the Established Church in Welsh, in a manner the most solemn 
and impressive. The large attendance of mourners, the deep solemnity that 
pervaded the whole mass, and the stifled sobs, from time to time audible on 
every side, rendered the scene one which it is impossible ever to forget.

91. Bmn's Garden Chapel, Redcross Street.

Considering -what has been said already of this building, it is enough to 
observe at present, that after having been vacated by the Presbyterians, 
(Unitarians,) in 1811, on occasion of their taking possession of Renshaw 
Street Chapel, and undergoing certain necessary repairs, it came into the 
occupation of a respectable body of Welsh Arminian Methodists, who have 
continued to worship in it ever since.

22. Chapel at the bottom of Stanley and Matthew Streett, 
and corner of Derby Place.

Under the head of St. Stephen's Church, Part 1, I took occasion to 
allude to the building of this place of worship. It was erected by Mr.

* A prayer which lie offered up in my house, on occasion of a breakfast at which Dr. 
Baffles, and a considerable number of the dissenting ministers of Liverpool were present, 
has made an indelible impression on my mind.
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Johnson's followers, for his and their joint use, when they quitted the old 
Byrom Street Chapel, in 1747-48. Having been occupied by Mr. Johnson 
himself till his death, and for several years posterior to that event by his 
friends and co-religionists, it was finally abandoned by them in 1800, when 
they opened and took possession of their new place of worship, in Comus 
Street.*

The departure of the Johnsonian Baptists, was followed almost immedi 
ately by the occupancy of Stanley Street Chapel, by a society of Particular 
Baptists, under the pastoral care of Mr. Abram Webster. The ministry 
of this gentleman extended from about the beginning of this century, till 
1810, or 1811.

Mr. Webster was succeeded by Mr. Henry Paice. During his settle 
ment, and in consequence of his earnest and zealous exertions to promote 
the cause of adult or believers' baptism, the controversy arose, in which Dr. 
Stewart, minister of Gloucester Street Chapel, and Mr. David S. Wylie, 
pastor of a Sandemanian Baptist body then meeting in a room in School 
Lane, acted prominent parts. Dr. Stewart published a very able pamphlet 
in opposition to Mr. Paice's views. This drew forth from Mr. Wylie a 
reply, couched in the form of letters, and reaching to about 100 pages, 
which, in point of perspicuity, classic elegance of style, vigour of composi 
tion, research, sound biblical criticism, and the use occasionally of a 
sarcasm, forcibly reminding one of Junius, has had few if any parallels 
among the productions of the Liverpool press. Never was the Baptist 
cause so well, and at the same time so succinctly defended.!

To return, Mr. Paice quitted his charge in 1815, or 1816, and I am not 
aware that, except Mr. John Underbill, he had any settled successor in the 
Stanley Street Chapel.

Iii 1818, the church aud congregation removed, with Mr. Underbill, 
whom they had called to take the spiritual oversight of them, to the 
then recently-erected place of worship, on the south side of Great Crosshall 
Street; and the Stanley Street Chapel having been sold, was converted into 
an old furniture warehouse _____________________

* Where Mr. Stephenson, from Wisbeach, during a considerable period of time, 
officiated us minister. Then, Mr. Guyton.

+ I ftm not a Baptist; and yet a regard to truth constrains me thus to express myself.
While speaking of the Baptist controversy, I may take occasion to suite that one very 

long and laboured work, ou the Baptist side of the question, has issued from the press of 
this town. It is the production of Mr. Seacome Ellison, a respectable gentleman be 
longing to the place, and a member of the Johnsonian body here.
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This edifice occupies a conspicuous place in Mr. John Eyes' map of 
Liverpool, 1765,* and the passenger may still recognise it, in Derby Place, 
near the spot where Matthew Street joins Rainford Gardens, amidst all its 
changes, hy its pediment, and its decidedly chapel-like construction. 

23. Quaker Meeting House.

The former meeting house of the Friends, stood in Hackin's Hey, off 
Dale Street, close to Quaker's Alley. It was opened in 1709, and is, or at 
all events, lately was standing. Access to it is debarred to the public, hy a 
high stone wall.

From sixty to sixty-five years since,! the body removed to the commodious, 
but plain-looking structure in Hunter Street, which had been erected for 
its use, and which it continues to occupy. Adjacent to this building, and 
with a wall close to Hunter Street, is a cemetery, in which are deposited the 
remains of Dr. Rutter, one of the founders of the Athenseum, and founder 
of the Medical Institution. Here also rest several other worthies connected 
with the Society, who, during their lifetime, had their residence in Liverpool.

24. The Jewish Synagogue, Seel Street.

According to Lacey, page 271, the Jews had originally a Synagogue in 
Matthew Street, which existed in 1770, and which, according to the same 
authority, came afterwards into the possession of the Glassites, or Sande- 
manians, a respectable body of professing Christians, which, for thirty or 
forty years at least, has had its place of meeting in Gill Street, near 
Pembroke Place.J

Mr. R. Brooke, F.S.A., a member of the Society, is of opinion that the first 
Jewish Synagogue was situated, not in Matthew, but in Cumberland Street, 
just at the place where, in going towards Dale Street, it begins to 
widen. Discoveries of coffins and human bones, made here some years

	* In the map of Mr. Charles Eyes, 1785, it is also very distinctly laid down.
	t 1790, or 1701.

  J The Olassites, or Sandemanians, derive their origin from Mr. John Glas, at one
H time minister of Tealing, near Dundee, who quitted the Church of Scotland in 17118,
^1 took up his abode in Dundee, and died there in 1773. His works, including that most
^1 able and scriptural piece, " The King of Martyrs," extend to four large and closely priu-
H ted 8vo. volumes, which were printed and published by Doualdson, at Edinburgh, 1701.
H Mr. Robert Sandemon, his near relation, who espoused his sentiments, was author of the
H celebrated " Letters on [Hervey'sj Theron and Aspasio," as well as of several other
H clever productions The sect is often, particularly in Liverpool, nicknamed Betfealm,
^1 from the social meal of which, on the principle of the iyairai or love-feasts of primi-
^1 live Christianity, the members, without distinction of rank, partake with each other,
^1 between the morning and afternoon services.

I____________
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ago, when a house was taken down, for the purpose of a new building being 
erected in its stead, and certain other circumstances, seem to Mr. Brooke 
to corroborate his view of the matter. But, he has been good enough to in 
form me, that so far as his enquiries have hitherto been prosecuted, he can 
obtain no satisfactory information whatever. Either the Jewish registers 
are silent on the subject, or there is an indisposition to say anything about 
it. Mr. Brooke appears to have come to the conclusion that the Israelites 
who first appeared in Liverpool were probably foreigners, who resorted to 
it for the purposes of traffic, and who, having had no intention to take up 
their permanent residence here, either kept no records, or, if they did, on 
their return to their native country, carried these along with them. At 
all events, so far as our friend's researches have yet extended, no written 
traces of the occupation of the meeting house in Cumberland Street, by the 
Jews, have been brought to light.

Having carefully examined the maps of Mr. John Eyes, 1765, and Mr. 
Charles Eyes, 1785, having compared them with that of Gage, 1835,* and 
twice personally inspected the locality referred to, I am satisfied that I 
have made myself acquainted with the merits of the case, as well as dis 
covered a way in which the apparently conflicting statements of Lacey and 
Mr. Brooke admit of an easy and perfect reconciliation. Matthew Street, 
in 1705, and even now, assuming Derby Place to be a part of it, reaches 
from North John Street to Derby Street, called in 1765, Lower Stanley 
Street. This last named Street leads into Whitechapel. Almost close to 
that part of Derby Street, (in its entire length, a very short thoroughfare 
by the way,) which is at the northern end of what was once Mr. Johnson's 
Chapel, and which runs into Broker's Alley, stood the first Jewish Syna 
gogue. Without being chargeable with any great inaccuracy, a person 
who had occasion to speak of this building seventy or eighty years ago, 
(when there were scarcely any houses between it and Matthew Street, and 
when, nearly as soon as the Matthew Street Baptist meeting house was 
passed, one found oneself at the edifice in question,) might, correctly enough 
for ordinary purposes, describe it as in that Street, or, at any rate, at 
the end of it. Besides, to mark still further a sort of loose or general 
propriety in speaking of the Synagogue as having been in Matthew Street, 
it may be added, that in 1765, there was no Street or Lane leading from 
it to the north, east, or west, as it stood close to fields intervening

* At the Athenaeum where an admirable series of maps of the town may be consulted.
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between it and Sir Thomas' Buildings. Cumberland Street on the west 
reached no farther than Poplar Wient, now Poplar Lane, ard on the east 
there were only about four or fivb houses from Whitechapel; and, there 
fore, ingress to it, and egress from it, were obtained, if not exclusively, 
at all events principally, from Matthew Street. It was situated towards the 
eastern extremity of Matthew Street; its position resembled what the French 
call a cul de sac, and as having been in some respects a continuation of the 
street just named, it might fitly enough be regarded as in it. Mr. Brooke, 
however, is after all more exact (not perfectly so, for the Synagogue was 
not put down just at the spot where Cumberland Street begins to widen,) 
than Lacey. Charles Eyes' map of Liverpool, 1785, in which the two 
portions of Cumberland Street, previously separated, are represented as 
joined, shews the edifice in question to have had its site close to the 
narrower portion of that Street, where its exact location may I think, 
without much difficulty, be ascertained. Cumberland Street, Bakehouse 
Lane, (formerly Bakehouse Wient,) Stanley Street, and Broker's Alley, 
form very nearly a square, or "block" of houses. In 1765, judging 
from J. Eyes' map, this space to the west at least seems to have been 
open ; now it is densely, I should say entirely covered with buildings, and 
extremely small courts. At the north-eastern corner, or extremity, of this 
block, with its front, or rather perhaps one side to Cumberland Street, stood 
the Synagogue. Subsequent changes, although they have succeeded in 
efiacing all traces of it, still leave the spot which it occupied easily discoverable. 
Bakehouse Lane goes through from Stanley Street, to Cumberland Street, 
but Broker's Alley, which is parallel to Bakehouse Lane, reaches 
only from Stanley Street, to that part of Derby Street which ter 
minates westerly, at the northern angle of the old Baptist Chapel. There 
a gate intercepts further progress north-eastwards, or to Cumberland 
Street. Let the observer then take his stand at the Stanley Street end of 
Broker's Alley, or rather on the footpath of Stanley Street, immediately 
opposite to it. Looking over the wooden gate which bounds the Alley to 
the north-east, he will perceive a building of two or three stories in height, 
and of comparatively recent erection, apparently a workshop or factory, and 
probably that of a joiner or wood-turner. The other side of this building 
is in a line with Cumberland Street Taking the maps of 17G5, and 1785, 
as well as occular observation, for our guides, it is impossible to come to any 
other conclusion than this that on the site occupied by this factory, or at
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least on a part of it, stood the first Jewish Synagogue in Liverpool. Here, 
in all likelihood, in preparing for the erection of the factory referred to, 
were found the coffins, bones, and other remnants of mortality, to which 
allusion has been made by Mr. Brooke.

When this first Synagogue had been abandoned by the Liverpool Israel 
ites, and had come into the possession of the Sandemanian body, the next 
meeting place of the Jews was between Pitt and Frederick Streets, at a 
very small distance from Kent Street.* The exact situation of this, and 
of the small burial ground attached to it, occasion no difficulty. They are 
still easily accessible.

The present principal Jewish Synagogue is a ueat edifice in Seel Street, 
near Colquitt Street an open space, of some size, being connected with it. 
It was built and opened for public worsliip about 43 or 44 years ago. A 
Hebrew inscription in front serves at once to indicate it to the passing 
stranger.!

Some members of the Hebrew fraternity have for several years assem 
bled for devotional purposes in the room in Pilgrim Street, near Hardman 
Street, to which we have had occasion more than once previously to allude.

Besides the burial places already spoken of, there is one for the interment 
of Hebrews, now disused, at the corner of Oake and Crown Streets; the 
latter thoroughfare having been long known as Boundary Lane. This may 
still be visited by the curious. A cemetery, with a handsome fa9ade, situa 
ted in Deane Street, near London Road, lias now for many years been 
devoted to the burial of their dead by the Jewish community.

[The unexpected length of this paper has prevented the insertion of some additional 
matter respecting persons and places. For the sake of completeness, it was 
thought desirable to notice all the instances of " destruction, removal, &o.," and 
this has been done on the same scale as in the first part, vol. iv. ED.]

  See W. Moss' Liverpool Guide, 1799, p. 64.
t Several years ago, on one of the few occasions on which I have visited Seel Street 

Synagogue, I had the unexpected pleasure of hearing a gentleman, named Isaacs, deliver 
a discourse, of some length, on Revelation. If the discourse itself was unexpected, so 
also was the able and admirable manner in which, in many respects, he treated his 
theme. Without of course pledging myself to the approbation or adoption of all that 
was said on the occasion referred to, I can state with truth, that I heard expressed in the 
happiest language, sentiments which, from the correct views of the subject which they 
afforded, might well put many calling themselves Christians, but who in ignorance of 
what they are about, have endeavoured to rest divine revelation on the basis of mere 
buraan reason the substantial on the basis of the shawowy to the blush.


