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EIGHTH MEETING.

Collegiate Institution, 2nd June, 1858. 

DAVID THOM, D.D., Vice-President, in the Chair.

PROCEEDINGS.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.

A letter was read from the Lord Bishop of Chester ; after which he was 
halloted for, in accordance with a by-law, and unanimously elected.

The following gentlemen were duly elected.

William Collingwood, 55, Chatham Street, Liverpool. 
James T. Foard, 24, Husldsson Street, Liverpool. 
William Sharp, Westlands, Wimbledon, London. 
George Whitley, Bromborough.

The following DONATIONS to the Society were laid upon the table: 

L From the Society.
No. 3 of the 8vo. publications of the 

Cambridge Antiquarian Society, entitled 
" Ancient Cambridgeshire, by G. C. Babing- 
ton, M.A., F.E.S."

2. From the Author.
Excursionists' Guide to the Mersey, by Hugh 

Gawthrop, Esq., Birkenliead.
3. From other Donors.

Abraham Crabtree, Esq., Three lithographs of the mural paintings in
through Gawsworth Church, viz., St. George and

Samuel Gath, Esq. . the Dragon, St. Christopher carrying the
infant Saviour across a river, and The
Doom or General Judgment.

Rev. P. S. Dale. A volume of Svo. tracts on the Slave Trade:
most of them published in Liverpool, and 
by Liverpool authors.

Dr. Kendrick, Warrington. Lithographic print of the Chairs of Dr.
Aikin and Dr. Enfield, in his possession. 
See illustration.
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James Stonehouse. A Liverpool tract on the Slave Trade, 1788.
Squib Book of the Election of 1761, -with 

list of the Burgesses from 1760.
A tract by P. D. Parquot, entitled " Plenty 

following Scarcity." Liverpool, 1808.
The Secretary drew the attention of the Meeting to the fact that a 

Donation from Mr. Mortimer had been announced erroneously at. p. 120, 
of vol. iv. It was not the " Evening Mail" of 1790, but " Adams' Chester 
Courant" for 1748, '49, '50. It is interesting, as containing Liverpool 
advertisements and news of the period.

The following articles were EXHIBITED : 

By T. Langton Birley,
Esq.

By R. J. Buckley, Esq.

By D. H. Lambert, Esq.

By C. B. Robinson, Esq.

Told coin of the Emperor 
'ound near Kirkham.

An elegant 
Vespasian,

Mexican antiquities procured from primeval 
Pyramids on the table-land of Mexico. 
They consisted of eight grotesque terra cotta 
heads, of the sort that never have bodies 
attached; two obsidian javelin heads; an 
arrow head of dark flint; a sacrificial knife 
of the same material, curiously carved; 
three flat beads of stone, curiously pierced; 
one rounded bead, unpierced; one irregu 
larly shaped, and partly pierced.

A vol. 16mo. " A Pithie Exhortation to her 
Majestie for establishing her Successor to 
the Crowne, &c., by Peter Wentworth, 
Esq. Imprinted ] 598."

The following Brass Rubbings : 
1. One of the Lytton Bulwer family, from 

Tideswell Church, had on the scroll of the 
male and female respectively, " Mater Dei 
miserere mei," and " Mater Dei memento 
mei."

3. From Whitnash, containing three figures.
3. From Chesterfield, of the Foljambe family; 

a knight in armour and his wife, with their 
family quarterings.

4. From Tideswell. The Trinity is repre 
sented in an oval, viz : the Father holding 
on his arms a crucifix on which the Son 
is represented, and the Spirit, like a dove, 
hovering on his shoulder. The surrounding 
inscription is, " Ego sum alpha et omega, 
primus et novissimus."
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5. One of Robert Pursglove, a distinguished 
ecclesiastic, and a native of Tideswell, from 
Tideswell Church.

By Joseph Mayer, F.S.A. A curious ancient representation of the
General Judgment, in Limoges enamel, 
being part of the collection in his Egyptian 
Museum.

Also a similar illustration of the Judgment 
Scene, in the last number of the Journal 
of the British Archaeological Association.

An original letter from Oliver Cromwell, 
written at Warrington 20th August, 1648. 
See illustration.

By Dr. Hume. A Vulgate Bible, 1519. The woodcuts show
two or more successive acts of the persons 
represented.

A letter was read from Professor Phillips, Assistant-General Secretary of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science, announcing the 
reception, by the General Council in London, of the Memorial from Liver 
pool, praying the Association to hold its meeting for 1854 in this town.

Mr. Mayer drew attention to the discovery of a Roman Sarcophagus at 
the Minories, London, fastened by iron clasps, and containing the body of 
a female. He also mentioned that he had visited the Castle of Pevensey, 
where antiquarian researches were going forward under the superintendence 
of C. Roach Smith, Esq., F.S.A.

PAPERS.

I. THE MATERIALS FOR THE HISTORY OF THE TWO COUNTIES,
AND THE MODE OF USING THEM.

By John Robson, Esq.

The object of the present communication is to review the historic 
materials which we possess, and the uses which have been, or may be, 
made of them in compiling the history of the counties of Lancashire and 
Cheshire.

These materials consist partly of written records, partly of remains  
the handiwork of the inhabitants, and lastly of the languages used by them. 
But at present we can only offer a very slight sketch of the bearings of 
these materials upon the geography, ethnology, and history of the district, 
from the commencement of our era, till the (so-called) departure of the 
Romans from the island.
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All our knowledge of the geography of this neighbourhood for the first 
four centuries, is derived from two sources the geographical tables of 
Ptolemy and the Itinerarium of Antoninus.

The work of Ptolemy is said to have been compiled about 130, and 
comprises merely lists of names, with the latitude and longitude of each 
as calculated by the Alexandrian astronomer. We first have the following 
names on the west coast, proceeding from north to south:  Iluna Estuary, 
Moricambe Estuary, Haven of the Setantii, Belisama Estuary, Seteia 
Estuary, Outlets of the River Toisobis, Promontory of the Cangani. I 
need hardly say that notwithstanding all that has been written upon these 
names, not one has been positively identified, and the last only, is by some 
collateral evidence, probably conjectured to have been Ormeshead. Ptolemy 
afterwards describes the Brigantes as inhabiting the whole breadth of the 
island, and from the towns named, it is certain that their territory included 
Cumberland, Westmorelaiid, Durham, Yorkshire, and either the whole, or part 
of Lancashire. Between the Brigantes and the Ordovices were the Cornabii, 
and as Deuna, one of their towns, is named as the head quarters of the twen. 
tieth legion, it is identified with Chester. The boundary, however, between 
them and the Brigantes is not known, and has been fixed by some on the Mersey, 
by others on the Kibble. One of the towns of the Brigantes, Rhigodunum, 
was formerly placed at Warrington, most likely from a supposed resem 
blance of the name, but Horsley fixed it at Ribchester ; and though there 
is no corroborative evidence, the relative position points that out as the 
probable site.

The other work referred to, the ITINEBABIUM of Antoninus, is also a list 
of names, exhibiting certain routes from Rome to the extremities of the 
empire. The object of these Itinera has been disputed. Most writers have 
supposed that they were the routes of the Roman Legions on march; but 
there are many objections to this hypothesis. The Itinera in Britain are 
only sixteen, and several of them in duplicate. There is no Iter 
across the north part of the island, where we know the troops were 
generally in active service, and the course of the routes themselves  
such for instance as the second Iter which goes from Carlisle to York, 
from York to Chester, and from Chester by a roundabout way to 
London shews the advance or retreat of soldiers could not have been 
the primary object of the Iter. I would, therefore, suggest that the 
Itinerarium of Antoninus is nothing more or less than the book of the
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Imperial Posts a curious subject, and well worth more attention than we can 
now bestow upon it. Suetonius tells us * that the Emperor Augustus 
first placed young men at short intervals on the military roads, and after 
wards carriages, that he might have the more speedy intelligence of what 
was doing in every province. It would seem that these couriers were at 
first merely bearers of despatches which were transferred from one to 
another on the route, but were afterwards themselves conveyed in carriages 
so as to give the Emperor an opportunity of examining them personally, if 
he wished to do so.

From time to time modifications might be made in the routes, and as 
new editions were published, new routes introduced and later names 
assigned to old stations; but these changes scarcely authorise us to assign 
the reign of Theodosius as the date of the Itinerary (the middle of the fifth 
century), because a town appears under a name which was then first intro 
duced. Continual allusions are made to these Posts in the classic authors, 
especially in such works as the epistles of Pliny and Symmachus. But 
we have in the Theodosian code, which dates about 430, most minute 
directions and instructions issued by various Emperors, with reference to 
the service of the Cursus Publicus which I venture to translate " The 
Imperial Post."

About a century later we have the following remarkable account from the 
Anecdota of Procopius: " The Roman Emperors of former times devised 
a plan by which whatever was doing amongst their enemies, any sedition in 
states, anything connected with the governors, or whatever else might hap 
pen, should be told them and come to their knowledge as soon as possible. 
The conveyance of the annual tribute was also safely and rapidly managed 
by the same means, which was a public course. They appointed stations  
eight never less than five as a day's journey for a well girt man. In 
each station or stable were 40 horses, and stable men in proportion, and 
thus the couriers, having a constant change of trained horses, at times go 
ten days'journey in a single day."f He proceeds to speak of the profit 
which the neighbourhood made out of these establishments.

The great object of these posts was to convey regular and sure intelli 
gence to the seat of government, and officers called Agentes in rebus, and 
Curiosi, who seem to have combined the functions of high police, post-

* Any., Cap. 48. t Anecd, p. 131.
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masters and imperial messengers, had the superintendence of them. They 
included horses, mules, asses and oxen; with the farriers, smiths and hostlers, 
requisite for such an establishment; carriages of various sorts, hoth light 
and heavy, the weight allowed for each being fixed by Imperial Rescript. 
Certain officers (in the fourth century), the Praetorian Prefect, and the Master 
of the Palace, were, besides the Emperor, the only persons who could grant 
warrants for the use of the Imperial Posts, and then merely to the highest 
officers. Any attempt to abuse this privilege was severely punished. 
These stations or stages were fixed only upon certain roads, very fe"w 
indeed compared with the number of military ways we have in the kingdom, 
and seeming to bear the same relation to them, as the later mail coach 
routes to the highways.*

A short analysis of the routes in this country will shew the real nature 
of these stations very clearly.

The first Iter is from the Limes or Wall to Prsetorium. It commences 
on the east side of the island, and goes on to York the route to Prsetorium 
is continued to the eastern coast of Yorkshire. It is very probable that 
this should be two routes, York being the inland terminus of both.

The second begins north of Carlisle, on the western side of the island  
passes to York, from York goes to Chester, and then by London to 
Eichborough.

The third is from London to Dover.
The fourth along the same line to the Port of Lymne.
The fifth is from London by Lincoln and York to Carlisle.
The sixth from London to Lincoln by Leicester.
The seventh from the south coast by Southampton to London.
The eighth from York to London combining the 5th and 6th Iters.
The ninth from London to the east coast of Norfolk.
The tenth was on the west side of the island, probably from some place 

on the coast of Cumberland to Middlewich.
The eleventh from Caernarvon to Chester.
The twelfth from some place on the Severn to Wroxeter.
The thirteenth from Usk to Calleva, supposed to be Silchester.
The fourteenth another route between the same places ; and the fifteenth 

 from this Calleva to Exeter.

* Cod. Theod, Tom 2 Art. Cursus Publicus.
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The Itinera intersecting Lancashire and Cheshire, are the 2nd and 
10th. The 2nd contains the route from York to Chester, by Mam- 
ucium and Condate; the 10th appears to have run through the 
county, Bremetonax representing Lancaster, Coccium, a point about two 
miles north of Preston, Mancunium, Stand ish, Condate, Stockton Heath, 
and Mediolanum, Middlewich. These places, south of Lancaster, were 
mere post stations villages of more or less importance, and exhibit 
ing, not remains of military works, which would in fact have been un 
called for, but Roman pottery, coins, foundations of buildings, perhaps at 
Stockton Heath used as a manufactory of earthenware and having 
every appearance of peace and prosperity.

The remains of this early period, still in existence, are of far more 
importance than the Tables or the Itinerary. Chester, Manchester, Rib- 
chester, and Lancaster, were evidently walled towns; and Melandra Castle, 
on the Etherow at the extreme point of Derbyshire, has been also 
in the line of Roman fortresses erected to secure their conquests. Over, 
borough, in the north of Lancashire, was another of these garrison towns  
all of them well fortified, and either in important passes or on large rivers. 
The only one retaining a trace of its Roman name is Manchester, which, 
up to the end of the fifteenth century, is written Mamchester. Of the 
others, one is simply Chester, another, Borough both Saxon words for 
fortress while Ribchester and Lancaster were the Cheaters on the Ribble 
and the Lune.

But besides these important places, the whole breadth of the counties 13 
strewn with the remains of Roman occupation. There are many Streets in 
Cheshire, which, most likely, date from this period : and we may not be far 
wrong in supposing that the same or equivalent cities, towns, and manors, as 
well as roads, were in existence in the third and fourth centuries, as we find in 
the maps constructed before the great changes of the last century. Mr. 
Kemble is of opinion that a greater breadth of land was under tillage in 
the heptarchy than in the seventeenth century, and that the population 
of the fourth century was equal to that of the age of Queen Anne.

The great storehouses of Roman remains are the sites of their towns; 
and here we may remark, that these places seem to have been deserted 
when the native population resumed its independence. Properly speak 
ing, there were no towns in existence before the arrival of the Romans:
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they did not form a part of Teutonic institutions; and when, after many 
years, the people begun again to congregate in masses, the ruins 
of the Roman settlements were either left to themselves, or served as 
quarries for building materials. Overborough and Melandra Castle were 
utterly deserted; Lancaster and Manchester no longer occupied the Roman 
sites; and Chester appears to have been repeopled only in the eighth or 
ninth century. The fact that the ditches, which, no doubt, originally sur 
rounded the walled towns are not traceable, goes to prove that during 
the Roman dominion they had already ceased to be kept up as defen 
sible fortresses ; and is curious and important.

It is very desirable that accurate descriptions and drawings of all relics 
should be made on the spot; and where practicable, models or casts should 
be taken and deposited in the local museums. Every year adds to the 
discovery, and, unfortunately, to the destruction of these memorials, and 
yet we find an unaccountable apathy in many quarters respecting them. 
All specimens of Roman masonry should have particular attention. The 
sort of stone, the shape, size and tooling of' each, the courses and joints, 
the nature of the mortar, all become objects of interest and importance; 
and, though it is seldom done, as making the matter dry, should always be 
described technically. Wherever a find of coins occurs, it is of great 
importance to know the earliest and latest of the series, and the proportion 
which the money of one emperor bears to that of another.

Pottery, again, can only be found in any quantity where there has been 
a regular settlement, it may be considered as a proof of a long established 
and quiet homestead. The potters' names, or marks, are often found 
on the red ware called Samian, and these should always be noted. In 
all the pottery found at Stockton Heath (where there is reason for believ 
ing a pottery was established,) I am not aware of any having been found 
with a potter's mark, while at Ribchester we find it just the reverse. 
Arms are seldom found, and domestic utensils are of still rarer occurrence. 
I have seen a beautiful bronze strainer, or cullender, which was found in 
Chat Moss, and, no doubt, of Roman workmanship. It belonged to Mr. 
Blackburne, and is probably at Hale.

It is remarkable how few tombs have been discovered in the counties. 
Cultivation sweeps away the Roman urn and the native kistvaen, and the 
contents are scattered over <Jie fields as things of little account, in a few
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months to be utterly forgotten. Still, it seems highly probable that a 
careful examination along the sides of the roads outside the towns we have 
named, would lead to further discoveries ; and valuable evidence as to the 
names of places, and state of the country, may still be looked for.

Important, also, are the remains of these ancient roads; several of which 
have been already described in the transactions of the Society. But before 
we can place implicit confidence in the age assigned to many of them, 
much remains to he done. Whitaker of Manchester, who exhibited great 
industry in tracing the roads which he asserted centred in that town, 
 was satisfied with what would now be thought slight evidence; and we find 
other practical archaeologists state that " the road may be traced so and so  
very distinct perhaps in one place, less so in another" but never by any 
chance telling us what it is that is traceable. Perhaps we shall not err 
much in supposing the roads in this country were pretty nearly in the 
Roman times, what they were a hundred and fifty years ago. As the popu 
lation was probably about the same, and the proportions of town and 
country inhabitants were not much different, there would be highways, cross 
and occupation roads, as matters of necessity. The imperial routes would, 
no doubt, be carefully looked after; but, strange enough, the surveyor of 
the Northern Watling Street, Mr. McLaughlan, expresses a doubt whether 
it was ever finished in certain parts. The same doubt arises with respect 
to the great road through Cheshire and Lancashire. In some places there 
is no trace of a substructure, the gravel only shewing the course of the road, 
in others, again, the gravel itself is not found, and we can only be guided 
by the track from one portion to another. Future investigations may shew 
whether it has not actually been destroyed when the island resumed its 
independence, and certain parts of it might be considered as an encroach 
ment upon the mark, or the land belonging to the inhabitants the public 
roads at that period running, not through, but between these marks, shires, 
or parishes. In the fourth century, we learn from the Rescripts of the 
Emperors, that the roads, generally, were in a had state, and that no pro 
perty was exempt from the tribute for their repair. Sometimes, it would 
seem that a rate was laid ; at others, the owners of the property through 
which a road passed, had to keep it in order. A road marked as Roman in 
the Ordnance map in Saddleworth, is on the side of a hill, about five 
yards wide, and paved with small flat slabs, mixed with cobble stones. 
What the substructure is, I do not know. Another very curious frag-
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ment of an early road, is in the north of the county, on Furness or 
Ulverston Fell; it is in connection with one of those mysterious sites which 
have heen descrihed as ancient British towns. The road is formed across 
sovne marshy ground at the foot of a hill, is not more than four feet wide, 
formed of small stones placed edgeway up, and with a narrow border of 
curbstones on each side. It would he a real addition to our knowledge if 
we coulcl ascertain what actual difference exists in the construction of early 
roads, as it is possible that a correct classification would hring out some 
unexpected results. The names, too, of old roads should be strictly inves 
tigated. Was Watling Street in existence prior to the Romans ? Is the 
word street itself, derived from strata, as commonly supposed, or is it the 
genuine English word stral ? Is there any evidence that the Watling 
Street in Delamere, was so named in the thirteenth century ?

The amount of our knowledge of the topography of Roman Lancashire 
and Cheshire seems to he this. That there were five fortified towns 
already named two of them, Chester and Ribchester, of considerable size 
and importance. Two lines of road belonging to the Cursus Publicus  
with the post stations, Mamucium, Condate, and Deva, and Mediolanum 
Condate, Mancunium, and Bremetonax, and sure evidence of undisturbed 
Roman occupation over the whole of both counties. And we now have to 
proceed to another equally important but much more obscure subject of 
investigation the ethnology of the district.

The documentary evidence is trifling in itself, and by no means improved 
in passing through a Latin medium. The Romans had no taste for these 
inquiries even at the present day it would seem almost impossible for an 
Italian to give an English proper name without the most ludicrous blunder 
ing ; and we cannot suppose that at a time when these proper names were 
first written by the Romans, the southern interpretation of the northern 
sounds would be very accurate, if at all intelligible to the natives. But it 
unfortunately happened that for hundreds of years after, these Latinised 
forms were necessarily adopted by all who wrote in Latin as almost every 
writer did till in later times the Latin names themselves were anglicised, 
and referred hack to the period to which they originally belonged. Thus the 
island was called Britannia, and the inhabitants Britanni. Britain and 
Britons are of much later date, derived from these Latin forms, and not 
from any native source the Welsh traditions notwithstanding.

Most of the classic authors describe the inhabitants as indigenous.
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Strabo points out certain distinguishing marks between them and the Celts. 
Tacitus describes the Caledonians as from Germany, and the Silures or 
natives of South Wales as from Spain. It would be an unprofitable labor 
to go through the different opinions given by later writers. There is 
none however who identifies the Britanni with the Celts; and the common 
opinion that the inhabitants of this island at the commencement of our era 
were Celts, is derived from Welsh traditions, traditions unconfirmed by 
any evidence from any other quarter.

The most important material in the history of races is undoubtedly 
language but this has been most strangely abused. Without dwelling 
upon the follies and vagaries which have been perpetrated in hypothetical 
schemes of tracing nations by means of fanciful etymologies,* I shall 
endeavour, in as few words as possible, to shew what any one may prove 
for himself, and easily understand.

We have in the Greek language a complete series of works extending 
over 2,600 years, exhibiting the various changes that have taken place, and 
shewing how very gradual those changes have been. Our examples of 
Latin, excluding the early fragments, go back 2000 years. The English 
language offers an unbroken series of native works for upwards 1300 years; 
and in all these cases, the originals have become dead languages the 
Englishman requiring the same sort of instruction to master the Saxon as 
he would to acquire a foreign language, and yet it would be impossible for 
any one to say that at such a particular period, Saxon ceased and the 
English tongue began. We may distinguish three periods in the history 
of our language the first ending in the 12th century, the second in the 
15th; hut one might almost imagine that these changes took place in 
virtue of some general law of progress a law, the conditions of which we 
are yet ignorant of. If, then, we look at Western Europe, we find three 
distinct families of languages   the Celtic to the extreme west the 
Teutonic to the north and east and the third, which may be called Italic, 
to the south. Each of these families includes a number of cognate 
languages or dialects in relation to one another. Thus the Welsh, Cornish, 
and Irish, are cognate languages, derived from one common stock. The

* Thus in O'Connor's Chronicles of Eri we have an account of the arrival of a body of 
Scots at Petiketh, on the Mersey, which he proves by statiug that the name is Pensciot, 
or head of the Scots. How far this may be true I have no means of knowing, but a small 
river, called the Penk, runs through the township, and offers a nearer and more natural 
derivation of Penketh.
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English, German, and Danish, had also evidently a common origin; but 
though our Saxon relics are older than anything belonging to the other 
Teutonic dialects, it would evidently be \vrong to say they were derived 
from it. Fragments of Mosso-Gothic are still in existence, bearing the same 
relation to the German that the oldest Saxon does to English, but the 
Mosso-Gothic is as distinct from the Saxon as the modern German is from 
the English. So with reference to the family I have called Italic, and 
which comprises the French, Spanish, and Portuguese. These are cognate 
languages not derived from the Latin hut having one common origin 
\vith it, and lastly it is quite certain that the Celt, the Teuton, and the 
Italic were all derived from one source, each containing a number of radical 
forms common to the others notwithstanding the utter existing dissimi 
larity and I believe these common radical forms are more numerous in the 
Celtic and Italic than in the Teutonic dialects. "Wherever any tribe be 
longing to these families established itself we find unmistakeable traces of 
it in the names of towns and settlements, and any difficulties we meet with 
arise from the changes that have taken place in the many centuries that 
have passed since the names were given, and in the corruptions, whether 
from ignorance or any other cause, which unwritten languages are especially 
subject to.

If this reasoning be correct, it follows that at our earliest historic period, 
the arrival of Julius Caesar, the island was peopled by the Teutonic and 
Celtic tribes within those boundaries which are defined by the names of 
places which they still retain. The gradual encroachments of the eastern 
upon the western tribes is shewn in the gradual advance of the language, 
while the high tide mark of the weaker nation is still left by the names of 
the towns and villages they once occupied.

If we examine the ordnance survey of Cheshire, Shropshire, and Wales, 
we must he struck with the names of places as belonging to two distinct 
nations or families. A mile on the eastern side of this limit and we find 
no Celtic name, while the Teutonic names between it and Offa's Dyke 
are clearly introductions of a later date, marking the settlement of English 
men within the Welsh border; and we have decisive evidence that this 
conquest was made before 755, when the country is represented as having 
been destroyed by the Mercian King Offa; but notwithstanding this 
destruction, and though the Welsh language has long ceased to be spoken 
outside of Offa's Dyke, the Welsh names of places still mark the extent of
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their original possessions, and leave no doubt how far the Celtic people had 
settlements to the east.

Within Lancashire and Cheshire, however, I believe that there is not a 
single town or place with a name of undoubted Celtic origin. It is true 
that a few names may be found with some element that may be con 
sidered Celtic; but it must be borne in mind that the Teutonic and Celtic 
were both derived from a common stock, and that there will be radicals, 
generally monosyllables belonging to both languages. But I repeat, if such 
exist at all they are exceedingly rare, and that the whole list of names is of 
Teutonic origin. *

If the common opinion were correct, that is, that the ancient Britons 
were Celtic or Welsh, it would follow that after the departure of the 
Romans, the name of every place must have been changed and the inhabi 
tants entirely extirpated, in the course of a very few years, and by a people 
infinitely less numerous than themselves. But we may assert that no 
nation, however completely subdued, ever suffered such a fate; and such a 
massacre in our country, would have left abundant traces behind. The 
Isle of Man, with a small surface and scanty population of Celts, was 
subjugated over and over again and underwent greater losses, and yet the 
people still retain their own language. The Cornish language only died 
out about a century ago; but in both these districts we have the proper 
names betraying their Celtic origin. In the last number of the Quarterly 
Review (March, 1853) p. 348, we are told "that the descendants of the 
conquerors of Ireland had so far degenerated by the beginning of the 16th 
century as to have adopted the Gaelic tongue, so that it was unusual to find 
even the nobility speaking English."

This difficulty of extirpating a language occurred to one of our earliest 
historians, Nennius, and he gives us a veiy curious solution of it. He 
states that Maximus, who had assumed the purple in Britain, took a large

* In reference to this subject I may refer to Notes and Queries, vol. 5, p. 197, for the 
following remarkable corroboration.: 

ANTIQUITY OF COUNTY BOUNDARIES. In the loop of Devonshire, on the western 
side of the Tamar, formed by the parishes of Wellington and North Pethenvyn, none of 
the names of places are Cornish, but end in the Saxon termination of cot, whilst in all 
other parts the Cornish names are used up to the banks of the river. Modern Cornwall 
is a province so well defined by the language of its place-names, that it could be marked 
off without difficulty if its artificial boundary lines were omitted on a map. How does 
the limited extent of the language consist with some accounts of the former extent of the 
kingdom ?

Launceston. T. B. P.
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native army over to the continent, and there defeated and slew Gratian, the 
King of Rome, and became sole Emperor. He would not discharge the 
soldiers whom he had brought from Britain, nor allow them to return to 
their wives, children, and property; hut he gave them many lands from 
Mount St. Bernard to a city called Cantguic. " They themselves," says 
Nennius, "are at Westheap, that is Crutochideint (ad cumulum occiden- 
talum), for the Armorican Britons who are beyond sea, passing hence with 
the tyrant Maximus in the expedition, because they could not return, laid 
waste to the ground the western parts of Gaul, nor left a male alive; and 
having taken in marriage their wives and daughters, cut out all their 
tongues, lest their descendants should learn their mother tongue; whence 
it is we call them in our language Letewicion that is, half dumb, because 
they speak indistinctly."*

I believe that no language can become extinct, till every female belonging 
to the nation using it is extinct. It is emphatically the mother tongue; 
and as long as mothers and children retain their natural relation to each 
other, the father's language is of little consequence. It is this fact that 
explains the fusion of a conquering army into a settled people, as the 
Normans who took possession of the north part of France, and who most 
likely spoke Danish, had become genuine Frenchmen when they invaded 
England, and spoke a language that was not even cognate with their own.

Besides these materials afforded by the language, we have also various 
remains not of Roman construction. These have till lately been considered 
as Celtic, and Celtic names have been given to them. But the researches 
of the northern Archaeologists have shewn that stone circles, Kistvaens, and 
Maenhirs are found abundantly on the shores of the Baltic, and that they 
were the work of a Teutonic race. I may be allowed perhaps to refer to 
the Calder stones in your own neighbourhood, as the only relic of the sort 
near us, and would merely remark that the way in which they have been 
arranged and the care taken for their preservation shews to say nothing 
of regardlessness of cost greater sense of neatness than knowledge of 
archeology. The best way of dealing with such things is to protect them 
from injury as to any restoration, the unanimous opinion of the members 
of the Archaeological Institute when assembled at Stonehenge, was 
decidedly opposed to it. In the case of the Calder stones, there is a com-

* Monumenta Historica, p.
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plete metamorphosis; but I hope some member of the Society will give us 
a correct account of what actually existed some forty or fifty years ago. 
Some of the most remarkable relics of this description in our district, are 
the pots and pans and the idol in Saddleworth, which ought to be carefully 
drawn and planned or what would be still better, modelled. There are 
some remains in Furness also, of this character, near the site of the road 
which I have already referred to.

Historical facts connected with the two counties during the period we are 
investigating, are very few. We know from Tacitus,* that in the year 50, 
Ostorius Scapula conquered the Cangii and the Brigantes ; the former tribe 
seem to have inhabited the north coast of Wales, and we have pigs of lead in 
scribed de Ceangis and de Kiangis ; -j- which, in all probability, came from the 
lead mines about Llandudno, where many traces of Roman mining have been 
found. Caractacus was also defeated by the same general, and fled from the 
scene of his defeat which was, very likely, on the Alya  to the Queen of the 
Brigantes, who gave him up to the Romans, and the next year was herself at 
war with Aulus Didius, the successor of Ostorius. What is described as 
the Conquest of the Island, probably left the inhabitants most of their 
original freedom, but in 61, we are told that Catus Decianus, the propraetor, 
revoked the immunities granted to the chiefs by Claudius. A general 
insurrection followed, and Suetonius Paulinus, who had reached Anglesey, 
undoubtedly by Chester and the coast, was recalled to suppress the danger. 
The overthrow of Boadicea was the last effort of England proper against the 
power of Rome. The Roman governors were frequently changed, and in 
the year 70, Petilius Cerealis is said by Tacitus, to have struck terror into 
the Brigantes, to have fought many battles, sometimes not bloodless ones, 
and to have seized great part of the Brigantes by right of conquest. Under 
Petilius, Julius Agricola commanded the twentieth legion, of which so 
many relics remain at Chester.

Agricola became the governor of Britain in 78, when he attacked the 
Ordovices, and reduced the island of Anglesey, and in his third campaign 
(of his second we have no particulars,) he advanced as far north as the Tay. 
The year following he spent in securing his conquests, in his seventh

* Man. Hist., xxxvi.
+ It is curious that Ptolemy has the Promontory of the Cangani, in North Wales, 

while he calls Deva Deyana. Does the name Digamvy or Ganuoc contain the elements 
of Cangani ?
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campaign (A.D. 84) he defeated Galgacus, resigned his command, and returned 
to Rome.

The next notice we have is a curious one, under the year 138, and during 
the reign of Antoninus Pius. Pausanias tells us that the emperor cut off a 
large portion of the land of the Brigantes in Britain, because they had made 
an attack upon the land of Genounia, 'which was subject to the Romans. 
(Lib. 8, c. 43.) In the Mon. Hist, the name is anglicised into Genuini. 
It is not mentioned elsewhere, and some archaeologists have supposed that 
it is represented in the Welch name Gwyneth. It is, however, clear that 
the conquest of the Brigantes did not imply absolute bondage, and that the 
inhabitants must have been left pretty much to their liberty. In the 
second century, the north part of the island was subject to incursions of 
the Caledonian tribes ; but the revolts in the southern provinces appear to 
have been among the Roman soldiers, and not of the natives (anno 192)  
and it seems that the legions in Britain always acted an important part in 
the bloody games that were played for the empire of the world. At the 
beginning of the third century, the Roman emperors, especially Severus, 
made great efforts to subdue the Caledonians, but -without success. In the 
third century the island becomes more and more important in the empire, 
and many of the emperors, whose reigns might be numbered by days or 
weeks, raised their standards here, and assumed the purple.

It is not till the latter part of the fourth century that we find the Saxons 
named as taking part in the wars in Britain. Ammianus Marcellinus tells 
us (364) that they with the Picts, Scots, and Attacotti made incursions, and 
barbarian attacks became frequent.* Hitherto the revolts and rebellions 
had been amongst the Roman forces one general after another aspiring 
to the purple, or, at least, to the government of the island. In 383 and 
387, Maximus, who appears to have become supreme in the extreme west, 
is said to have led large armies from the island to the Continent. He was

* Ammianus Marcellinus has a singular account, which, though not generally referred 
to our own country, and therefore, omitted in the Mon. Hist., seems to me more charac 
teristic of the Saxon than the Oriental. In speaking of a Syrian tribe, he observes, that 
they made attacks when least expected upon houses, villas, and towns. That it was 
impossible to guard against irruptions which were made in various and distant places, 
and on this account, he says, the Saxons also are feared more than other enemies. As a 
sample of the mode of proceeding, he gives the following description: A band of 
wretches collect together, assuming the characters of tax-gatherer and judge with a 
crier going before, they enter the city in the shades of evening, surround the stately 
house of some chief, as one proscribed and condemned, sack the place, murder many, 
and disappear before morning.
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defeated and slain in 388 many of his troops refused to return to Britain, 
and settled in Armorica. Ater this, it would seem, that the actual forces 
in the island were few a legion might pass over from the Continent, 
and return when a new pretender to the empire required its services. 
The troops were more employed in civil contentions, than in keeping 
a subdued nation in subjection ; and we are told, " That the barbarians 
beyond the Rhine, ravaging everything at their pleasure, compelled both 
the inhabitants of the Britannic islands, as well as some of the Celtic 
nations, to revolt from the empire of the Romans, and to live independent 
of them, no longer obeying their laws. The people, therefore, of Britain 
taking up arms, and braving every danger, freed their cities from the 
invading barbarians. And the whole Armoric, and other provinces of 
Gaul, imitating the Britains, liberated themselves in like manner  
expelling the Roman prsefects, and setting up a civil polity according to 
their own inclination.

" This defection of Britain, and of the Celtic nations, took place during 
the time of Constantine's usurpation, 407-411: the barbarians rising up 
in consequence of his neglect of the government." *

The historian who records this was Zosimus, who lived in the first half 
of the fifth century, and, consequently, was contemporary with the events 
he relates. I need hardly call your attention to the importance of his 
narrative which, though noticed by Gibbon and others, has not, as far as 
I am aware, received the attention which it deserves I believe that it 
contains the complete key to the subsequent history of the country.

Having so far sketched the history of the country from the original 
historians, let us try to form some conception of the actual state of society, 
and from these details, and subsequent events, reconcile the various con 
flicting, and in the present form, irreconcilable statements.

We have already attempted to shew that the island, at this period, was 
peopled by a Tuetonic race on the eastern side of the island, and a Celtic 
race on the west, and that the actual boundaries of these races may still 
be traced by the names of their settlements still existing.

The Christian religion was introduced into the island at an early period, 
and, no doubt, made the same progress here as elsewhere for we find in 
the sixth century, that the Celtic population was decidedly Christian and

  Mon. Hist., 778.



214

when the Emperor Constantine was converted, it would follow, as a matter 
of course, that the whole of the Government officials, and all, in fact, 
belonging to the Eoman party, would follow the example of the Emperor. 
But subsequent events as clearly shew, that the Teutonic race did not, as 
a body, join the new faith no doubt there were exceptions but the mass 
of the people adhered to their old superstitions; and when they declared 
their independence, rebuilt their temples, and again erected their idols. 
You will, therefore, see that at tin's period there were three political or 
politico-religious parties in the island. The Teutonic, by far the most 
numerous and powerful; the Celtic, safe in their mountain land; and allied 
with them by religious ties and hatred of the Teutons, the Eoman party, 
who had previously, during the Eoman dominion, formed the governing aristo 
cracy of the country, with their clients and connections. And it is these 
who are called Britanni, in Gildas and the other Latin writers. We may 
now understand how the strength of this party was gone when the Roman 
legions left the island, and as they exclusively furnished the additional 
troops which followed the various usurpers of the empire to the Continent, 
we see how the island, as far as that party was concerned, was drained of 
its strength. The change which had taken place was immense. The old 
building was destroyed, and a new one had to be erected; and in the mean 
time, the people had to scramble as they could. For a time, no doubt it was

the good old law
Sufficeth them, the simple plan,  
That they shall take who have the power 
And they shall keep who can.

It would soon have been found that a government was necessary; and it 
seems a natural consequence that the people should turn to such stocks as 
might claim a descent from the royal and heroic, or, rather, divine lineage 
(for all their kings trace their pedigree to a divine origin) hence Hengist, 
with his three keels became King of Kent, and the other kingdoms of the 
Heptarchy were formed in a similar way. The Eomano-British power 
seems to have resisted only in Kent, and on the west side of the kingdom, 
and to have suffered as much from internal dissensions as from external 
enemies.

That Beda's account of the conquest of the country by the Jutes, Angles, 
and Saxons, is unintelligible and at variance with facts, is acknowledged 
virtually by every writer upon the subject as each has had to supply, 
according to his own views, what was wanting in the ecclesiastical history.



L

215

The whole territory of these tribes, as described by Beda, is not larger 
than one of the smaller counties in England and probably more barren 
and with a less population than any, and it is utterly incredible that they 
could have subdued a large and populous and rich island, which had only 
just thrown off the Roman yoke, put its governors to flight, and established 
its own independence.

We know from Ptolemy, that two or three small islands near the Elbe 
were in his time peopled with what he calls Saxons ; and we learn from 
Meginhard, who lived in the eighth century, but probably had some history 
which is now lost, that these Saxons had fled from Britain and the Roman 
conquerors, and established themselves in these very islands,* It is true 
that Meginhard has misapplied this statement; but still the fact remains, 
and affords a link which fills up the vacant space in history the course of 
which would seem to have been this.

At the end of the 4th century, the Roman power in the island became 
disorganized and effete, and the English people assumed their independence, 
their original laws and religion, and like people of more modern times, 
their very liberty puzzled them. They consisted of freemen and nobles, 
and they appear to have sent to the continent for chiefs descended from their 
own race to contend against the Roman party, who would have the advan 
tage of union. The members of this party are termed BBETS, a construction 
of Britannic, but more generally WEALLAS, a word meaning strangers, and 
applied more especially to the Romans, but which would be altogether with 
out meaning if used by the Saxons with reference to the original inhabitants of 
the country.f These Weallas were gradually subdued not exterminated 
 they would necessarily consist of the descendants of the Romans, and of 
the auxiliary cohorts who were drafted from all parts of the empire, and no 
doubt a number of the English race, who in the course of the Roman pro 
gress, had become closely united with them by interest, blood, or religion.

Amongst other things that have puzzled our later historians, is an officer 
who is named in the Notitia Imperil the Count of the Saxon coast his 
jurisdiction extending from Portsmouth eastwards, and along the east coast 
to Norfolk. It will not be necessary to repeat the various explanations

* Langebeek, Script. Dan. 2, p. 39. The Latin word Saxones comprehended tribes 
quite distinct from each other.

+ It has all the appearance of having been a nickname, or term of contempt, as used 
in the Saxon Chronicles.
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that have been given of the term. I shall merely say that it points out the 
possessions of the Sexna, the very territory which still bears the name in 
Essex, Middlesex, Sussex, and what was the original kingdom of Wessex. 
These Sexna (Latinized into Saxones) have been confounded with a tribe 
having the same Latin name on the Continent. The Englas were situated 
to the north of the Sexna. Beda, from a monk who followed St. Germanus, 
says that the Saxons were in the Hallelujah battle, A.D. 423. The contest was 
first for the national independence, and the government of their own chiefs. 
That obtained, and the Roman party having succumbed, the kings went 
to war with each other; and the free towns, which seem to have been 
gradually increasing in power during the 7th and 8th centuries, * and the 
country, lapsed into semi-barbarism.

During the whole period of Roman dominion in the island we have not 
the slightest allusion to our own counties, and the silence of history implies 
peace. Neither the taxes nor levies for foreign service can have been 
generally oppressive, and the rule of Roman government was to leave to a 
conquered country its own laws and religion. No doubt, instances of 
oppression and tyranny would occur, but they have left no trace behind; 
and as far as the body of the people was concerned, it seems pretty certain 
that they were infinitely better off during the first four centuries of our era, 
than for many centuries afterwards.

Amongst the desiderata in our county histories, I may mention the discovery 
and early state of the brine springs in Cheshire, the account of the Forest 
of Delamere, with its numerous castles, castle hills, and boroughs, the 
origin and decay of the curious remains in Furness, the relations and mean, 
ing of the word Wych. I believe that much light will be thrown upon all 
these points by a careful and systematic investigation, and all are subjects 
of great interest.

I have now brought to a close this long and T fear from the imperfect 
way in which the subject has been treated tedious paper. It is not likely, 
nor do I expect that many of the propositions will be assented to at once ; 
but I do think that in two points you will all agree with me 1st, That our 
actual knowledge of the history and state of the island up to the 6th 
century is very small; and second, that there is an ample field for every 
member of the Historic Society to cultivate, and that he may contribute

» Saxon Chron. A. 918, <fcc.



217

whatever information, opportunity, study and observation, throw in his way 
with the certainty that no fact will he lost, hut will in the end find its due 
place in the true history of our country.

ADDENDUM.

A curious and in some respects an important relic, came under my 
notice about three months since. It is a fragment of pottery, probably the 
handle of an amphora, of coarse Samiaii ware, foiJnd in Castle Field, Man 
chester, and after being in the possession of Barritt (the Manchester archae 
ologist), and Capt. Hindley, is now in the valuable museum of Charles 
Bradbury, Esq., of the Crescent, Salford. It has a stamp on the convex 
surface in an ornamental border, and the words

COHRI
YRISIAVG

YOVIANVM
SPXXIIII

In the year 1796 a stone, 15 in. by 11, was found in Castle Field, with the 
very same inscription: it was described and figured in the Manchester 
Philosophical and Literary Transactions, vol. 5, p. 2, appendix p. 675, by 
Barritt, and an additional note was given by Dr. Holme. Mr. Bradbury has 
kindly presented a cast to the Historical Society.

II. THE JUDGMENT SCENE:

FROM A BEPKESENTATION IN MB MAYEB'S EGYPTIAN MUSEUM.

By the Rev. A. Hume, D.C.L., LL.D., F.S.A.

Any one who is familiar with mediaeval illustrations, must have noticed 
one important respect in which they often differ from modern ones. A modem 
drawing or painting represents a continuous action at some particular instant 
of its occurrence; and the events which preceded and followed that parti 
cular moment are suggested more or less by the arrangement, situation, 
colouring, &c. But in the mediaeval paintings much more than this was 
attempted. There was an effort on the part of the artist to give to the 
whole a dramatic character; to represent successive incidents like the
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various acts or scenes of a play; and thus the work was supposed to be not 
merely pictorial, but also historical. There is a painting in the Eoyal 
Institution, for example, which gives on (he one surface and in the one 
frame, nearly all the prominent facts connected with the betrayal, judgment, 
and crucifixion of our Lord, the painter evidently not supposing that the 
proprieties were at all violated, by giving, side by side, events which 
occurred at very different times. Similar paintings are found from time to 
time, as frescoes on the walls of ancient churches: they occur as the 
illuminations in monkish MSS.; and they are not unfrequent among the 
works of the old masters.

A copy of the Vulgate bible in my possession, of the date 1519, contains 
a series of woodcuts arranged on this plan. Each of them represents two 
scenes, either contemporaneous but locally distant, or else consecutive. Thus, 
one represents the transgression in Eden on its left side, and the expulsion 
on its right; another represents Abraham and Isaac going up to the mount, 
and without the slightest separation, the sacrifice of Isaac; a third repre 
sents two contemporaneous scenes within doors and without, Eebecca and 
Jacob deceiving Isaac, and Esau hunting for venison; a fourth shows at 
once the placing of Joseph in his coffin, the Pharaoh who knew him not 
swaying.his cruel sceptre, and in the distance the destruction of the male 
children of the Hebrews. There are others in the same volume as curious 
as these; and in all of the instances the different events are represented side 
by side, or in the same horizontal line. Sometimes, however, the various 
scenes were represented vertically; the first commencing at the top and the 
various events succeeding each other in downward progress, like the facts 
in the well-known chart called the " Stream of History." Whenever the 
events were represented as occurring at different heights, as on the several 
floors and roof of a castle, this mode of illustration by vertical scenes, had 
a certain degree of appropriateness in it.

On the llth of December, 1851, three 8vo. etchings were presented to 
this Society by the Eev. W. H. Massie of Chester, illustrative of three mural 
paintings that had been discovered at Gawsworth, on removing the inner 
plaster of the Church, in the course of making some repairs. At the 
meeting on the 8th of January, 1852,1 read a short paper explanatory of 
one of them, and showing that while the grand object of it was to repre 
sent the GENERAL JUDGMENT,, this was effected by three vertical compart 
ments, which represented respectively, Heaven, Earth, and Hell.
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In the month of November, 1852, in the course of a visit to Mr. Mayer's 
Egyptian Museum, I discovered in one of the apartments not devoted to 
Egyptian objects, a remarkable corroboration of my remarks on the Gaws- 
worth painting. This was a very elegant representation of the Judgment 
scene, executed in Limoges enamel, apparently on a basis of copper, and 
measuring within the frame, 11 inches by 7^.

I. The most prominent part of the picture is the figure of the Deity at 
the top, which represents heaven. This occupies more than half of the 
vertical height of the picture, nearly two thirds. He is seated, as usual, 
upon a rainbow, his feet resting upon the earth; the back ground is a 
beautiful deep blue sky, which is studded with golden stars and bordered 
by clouds. The Judge is represented as the second person of the Trinity; 
the chest, hands and arms, and feet, which are bare, exhibit the five 
wounds; the rest of his person is concealed in the copious folds of a brown 
mantle or robe, trimmed with gold and fastened at the throat. The head 
is surrounded by a glory in gold, and the right hand is elevated in the 
attitude of blessing, while the left is inverted expressive of repulsion. At 
his feet appear kneeling upon clouds, a male and a female figure. The 
former is St. John and the latter the Virgin, who were recommended to each 
other's good offices, in the character of mother and son. The head of St. John 
is surrounded with a nimbus, and the drapery of both is very peculiar. St. 
John's inner vestments are yellow; and the mantle or surcoat is of dark red 
material, covered with floral embroidery in gold. The Virgin wears a brown 
tunic with gold trimmings ; over this, a blue mantle speckled with cruciform 
flowers in gold; and a white hood covering the head and shoulders, bearing 
a resemblance both to the head dress of the Knights Templar, and to the 
hoods of modern rustic maidens.

IT. The portion which represents the Earth, occupies but a small space. 
The blue sea flows in front, and the land lies behind. The time is, the 
instant of the Resurrection. Just on the sea coast, and almost in the 
water, a strong man is bursting his way through the earth; a little farther 
back, another seems resting; and in the distance is, apparently, an infant.

III. The base of the picture represents the separation of those who are 
judged. On the left, an angel dressed in white, with golden hair and dark green 
wings, is conducting three of the justified, on the clouds, in the direction 
of the sun ; while on the right, i.e., on the left of the Judge, a demon is
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flogging three others forward towards the mouth of the infernal regions. 
This is represented like the mouth of a huge bird ready to swallow them 
up ; while both the demon, and his place of punishment, are represented as 
green.

It is only within the present week that I have seen the enlarged litho 
graphic illustration published by the Rector of Gawsworth, the dimensions 
of which are, 26 inches by 11^. The general coincidence of it, in plan 
and execution, with that just described, are even more remarkable than I 
before supposed; for the etching, from which I wrote last session, repre 
sented several points less perfectly than the lithograph does. The following 
facts require notice.

1. The nimbus which surrounds the head of the Saviour, who is Judge, 
has cruciform points; the figures at the base of the rainbow, on his right 
and left respectively, are the Virgin and St. John; and, except the head, 
chest, arms, and feet, the body is covered in the ample robe, fastened at 
the throat, as in the other picture. Some scattered marks in the etching 
assume more shape here, and turn out to be the enlbroidery on the 
bannerets of the two trumpets sounded by the angels. The one over the 
head of the Virgin contains the pillar of scourging, the cross, the ladder, 
and the spear. That over the head of St. John contains the five wounds 
merely, with gouts of blood.

2. The middle compartment of the picture, representing Earth, exhibits 
the Eesurrection. On the Judge's right, a saint with a cross, (not St. 
Peter and his key,) is leading off a large number, including a pope, a king, 
and queen, whom he seems to be conducting into the gates of Paradise. 
On the other side, Satan is claiming his own; and these seem merely in 
the act of rising from the earth, as if in illustration of St. Paul's remark, 
that " the dead in Christ shall rise first."

3. In the lowest compartment, the portion which indicates the mouth of 
the infernal region, is on the observer's right, as before; but part of it has 
been removed by the injury of the plaster on the wall. It has evidently been 
like the head of a gigantic snake, of which, only the upper jaw and fangs now 
remain. Into this, a demon appears in the act of driving several of the 
condemned; while other demons, by carrying, wheeling in a barrow, and 
leading, are conducting additional ones to the same place of torment. There 
are light, dark, and mulatto demons; and one on the observer's left, seems
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to be forcing himself from the ground, near the base of an overspreading
tree.

Strangely enough, since it was announced that I would read this paper, 
another illustration has been put into my hands ; contained in the present 
number of the Journal of the British Archseological Association. The painting 
from which the illustration is taken, is found in St. John's Church, Winches 
ter ; and, like the others, is divided into three compartments, in this case, 
very formally.

(1.) The upper one represents the Judge on the throne ; and near him, 
the pillar, the cross, the scourge, and the spear. The head is [surrounded 
with a nimbus, with cruciform points, and the figure is covered by a 
green mantle. The Virgin is seated on his right hand ; two angels exhibit 
the instruments of torture ; two sound trumpets ; and the twelve apostles 
" sit on twelve thrones," as if to judge the " twelve tribes of Isrrael."

(2.) In the middle compartment, nearly half of which is obliterated, 
Michael the Archangel, is engaged in -weighing the spirits ; and, while 
some, including a bishop, a king, and several monks, are found sufficient, 
and are led off by a Franciscan to happiness ; others, of course, are found 
wanting. These are led off by the arch fiend, who is represented of gigan 
tic proportions and horrible appearance; while the feet of tbe persons 
still preserved on the plaster, shew the direction in which they are following.

(3.) The lowest compartment represents, apparently, the first act, viz., the 
Resurrection; but, instead of exhibiting the individuals as rising from 
the earth, each is, apparently, flinging aside the lid of a gorgeous stone 
sarcophagus; kings still exhibiting their earthly crowns, bishops their 
mitres, and monks their peculiar tonsures.

In these three examples, coincident in subject, and executed at points 
considerably remote, one sees a uniformity of design and a regular principle 
of execution. Nor is it necessary to infer that they were executed at or 
near the same period, though they are all included in the general term 
" mediaeval." If the several dates of their execution extended over a 
period five times as great as it actually does, it is not probable that the 
subject would have been materially altered. We can here analyse the very 
ideas that occupied the mind of the Artist; we see the points in which 
there would be coincidence and variety if the subject were chosen in modern 
times; in short we find the same mixture of scripture and popular feeling
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shown in the colours, which history, domestic and literary, would lead us to 
expect. There is a fashion in art, as there is in dress and manners; it is 
influenced by that species of innocent and floating superstition which has 
been called "folk-lore;" and the style of any particular period, or mode of 
illustration, was, we may fairly assume, that which was best calculated to 
impress at the time. Those who found their devotional feelings stirred by 
the performance of a rude miracle play, may well hare been impressed by 
an illustration like one of these, addressed not to the understanding but the 
eye, and speaking its plain but impressive lesson from wall or window. If 
it occur to any one that there is too much of what is material on subjects 
which are only partially so, let him consider how much of the material is 
mixed up with the spiritual, even in our own enlightened days; when 
thousands of our countrymen, who rarely think of the subject at all, 
entertain ruder thoughts of the solemn scene which has been pictured, than 
any of the artists did.


