
EIGHTH MEETING.
Royal Institution, 10th June, 1853. 

DAVID THOM, D.D., Vice-President, in the Chair.

[This was the last Meeting of the Session, and it was held at one o'clock p.m., in accor 
dance with the resolution p. 5. Ladies were present, as well as a large number of the 
Council and Officers of similar Societies in town, to whom cards had been sent. As 
in the case of the former Day Meeting see Appendix the Honorary Curator had 
arranged a temporary Museum of Antiquities in the room. The Museum of the 
Royal Institution was also open to members and visitors ; and Mr. Mayer had again 
invited the whole party to inspect his Egyptian Museum.]

PROCEEDINGS.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.

The following DONATIONS to the Society were laid upon the table : 

From J. G. Woodhouse, Thirty-five Greek and Roman silver coins ; 
Esq. with several hundred Roman and mediaeval 

coins and local tokens of copper.
From the Author. The History and Antiquities of Lancaster, by

the Rev. Robert Simpson, M.A., Incum 
bent of Skerton.

From Peter Rylands, Esq., Marwade's Trade List for Liverpool, of date 
Warrington. April, 1811.

From the Secretary of the Report of the Society for Session IV., ending
Liverpool Architectural 1st May, 1852.
Society. 

From Richard Brooke, An original plan of Gawsworth Grounds.
F.S.A.

From John Buck Lloyd, A large iron chest, formerly used for contain- 
Bsq. ing the muniments of the Gildart Family.

From Jos. Mayer, F.S.A. An etching of the old house at Great Made- 
ley in Staffordshire, where* tradition asserts 
that Charles II. was secreted after the Battle 
of Worcester. On the front of it is the 
inscription WALK KNAVE, WHAT LOOKEST 
AT ? which is thus accounted for. Some

* The tradition is an error, caused by similarity of names. It was at Madeley in 
Shropshire, called for distinction " Madeley-Market," that Charles was secreted. See 
page 130.
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From Thos Tobin, Esq., 
Ballincollig, Cork.

straggling horsemen in pursuit, having 
looked at the house passed on. A solitary 
trooper who followed, scanning it more at 
tentively, the loyal owner who was on the 
watch, asked him the question ; and having 
successfully enforced his speech with the 
argument of the quarter staff, the King 
ordered that the words should be placed on 
the west frgnt, facing the road.

An etching of the gold torque in his collec 
tion.

Etchings of four other Irish objects of antiquity.

The following Articles were EXHIBITED : 

By Thomas Doming 
Hibbert, Esq.

By Mrs. James Dunlop, 
Everton Koad.

By W. G. Herdman, Esq.

By Wm. H. Dobie, Esq.

By Mrs. Pliillips, 
Belle-Vue.

By John Mather, Esq. 

By Joseph Mayer, F.S.A.

The six original letters of which an account 
was afterwards given to the meeting.

Four earthenware heads of small size, used in 
ornamenting the buildings of the ancient 
Mexicans. No bodies are ever found con 
nected with them.

Ail arrow head of black flint, from the shores 
of the Gulf of Mexico.

Drawings of the following places of worship, 
in illustration of the Rev. Dr. Thorn's 
paper, viz.: Old St Catherine's Church, 
the old Chapel Newington, St. Andrew's

1 Cockspur Street, Lime Street Chapel. A 
model of St. Matthew's Church, Key Street.

A large collection of sketches, representing 
old houses and antiquities in Liverpool, 
many of which have been destroyed.

A watch said to have been worn by Prince 
Charles Edward. At a levee in Holyrood 
Palace, shortly before the battle of Culloden, 
he presented it to a lady whose son had ren 
dered him an important service. The thumb 
pieces are set with diamonds. (The curious 
watches noticed at page 64 were again ex 
hibited along with it.)

A series of views of Old Halls in Lancashire 
and Cheshire.

A large oil painting, being a view of the 
Wishing-gate formerly on the North shore.

The spoon of Prince Charles Edward, and its 
case. See Plate. The spoon has a joint
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near the heel of the bowl, which allows it 
to be folded up, in order to fit in the case. 
This makes it more portable, a veiy desir 
able quality at that time, when people were 
obliged to cany their own silver spoons, as 
the usual articles of that kind then in use 
were made of pewter. It was presented to 
the ancestor of the person from whom Mr. 
Mayer purchased it, by the young Chevalier; 
as a remembrance of him, and as an ac 
knowledgment for the hospitality which 
he received during his stay-in Manchester, 
on his intended march to London, in 1745.

Book Tiling in Limoges enamel. Soon after 
the art of glazing pottery was discovered 
by Luca della Robia, enamelling became 

"very much used for many purposes, and at 
Limoges there was established a manufac 
tory, where the art was carried to great per 
fection. It was applied, however, in a dif 
ferent way, having for its basis thin sheets of 
copper, instead of terra-cotta ; aud many of 
the specimens then made have never been 
surpassed for the purity of colour and the 
texture of the body. Amongst other uses, it 
was employed in ornamenting the covers of 
books; and there are many examples still 
remaining of the beautifully illuminated 
manuscripts of that period, having illings 
richly ornamented with figures and other 
devices in high relief on copper. They are 
then exquisitely enamelled with brilliant 
colours. The accompanying cut will give an 
idea of the style of ornamentation.

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

1. Mr. Richard Brooke, F.S.A., in a brief communication offered some 
new suggestions respecting the grounds at Gawsworth. A paper on the 
subject will be found in vol. ii. of Proceedings and Papers, pp. 200 210. 
From an examination made on the 20th of May last, he believes that the 
appearances do not indicate the remains of an ancient Tilting Ground, but 
" that they are nothing more than the remains of the quaint and formal 
hanging gardens, raised walks, terraces, pleasure grounds, artificial hillocks 
or mounts, flower and fruit gardens, ponds, &c., which were formerly com 
mon near old mansions in England." The " long and lofty terrace" men 
tioned by Orrnerod, he regards merely as a raised walk ; this is along the 
west side. There is a similar terrace at the east side of the garden, and
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raised ground which may have been part of a terrace or a hanging garden, 
close behind the Hall. From the curvature in the surface of these, to allow- 
the rain to run off, their want of accommodation for numerous spectators, 
and the nature of the adjoining ground, Mr. Brooke infers that they were 
not used by spectators at tournaments. The mount or hillock near the 
south end of each terrace, he regards as the position of a summer-house. 
The excavation supposed to have been a cock-pit, he supposes was merely 
a fish-pond, but admits that it might have served the former purpose. The 
excellent garden wall, which surrounds these remains on three sides, ac 
counts in a great degree, it is supposed, for the good state of preserva 
tion in which they have remained till now. The ponds which exist, and 
others of which indications only are found, Mr. Brooke thinks were places 
for breeding fish, and never used for water jousts. Examples of pleasure 
grounds similar to those which he supposes to have existed at Gawsworth, 
were mentioned as having been formerly at Belvoir Castle, Risley in Derby 
shire, Rock Savage and Broxton Hall in Cheshire. There were similar 
fish-ponds at Ashby-de-la-Zouch ; and the other appearances were common. 
No part of the Church seems older than temp. Heury IV.

2. Mr. Brooke also made a communication relative to the old House of 
Correction of Liverpool to the following effect:

" The old House of Correction of Liverpool stood in Mount Pleasant, 
but for many years has not been used as a prison. I however can recol 
lect prisoners being taken there, when I was a youth It was built in 1776.

"A letter from Mr. James Neild, the philanthropist, dated 10th October, 
1803, and which has been published in the Gentleman's Magazine* of that 
year, contains the following observations, on the House of Correction, after 
a personal inspection of it: 'The House of Correction built in 1770, is 
much improved since my former visit. The wanton severity of the Ducking 
Stool used upon a woman's first admission, is now discontinued, (it was 
formerly the punishmeut, in almost every Country Town in Cheshire and 
Lancashire, for scolds and brawling women ')

" It is much to be regretted, that Mr. Neild has not given us the date of 
his first visit to the prison, but it must have been subsequently to 1776, 
because the prison was not erected before that year. The above passage is 
a remarkable one, for it may be read, as if he meant it to convey to the 
reader the impression, that the Ducking Stool had been used, after the 
prison was erected; otherwise his expression ' the Ducking Stool used upon 
a woman's first admission is now discontinued,' seems scarcely applicable.

" In Cheshire, the Ducking Stool for punishing women, was usually 
called the ' Cucking Stool.' There are many other reasons for believ 
ing that this barbarous mode of punishment was discontinued at a much 
later period than is generally imagined. My father has seen in a part 
of Cheshire where he was at school, in a pond called the Cuckstool 
Pond, the upright post or standard, which had been part of the apparatus, 
for ducking women, and it was called the Cuckstool, or Cucking-stool; and 
not many years ago, I saw the title deeds of some property, near Maccles- 
field, in which it was described, as situate in ' the Cucking-stool Land.'

» Vol. Ixxiii., page 1104.
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" A strong presumption of the use of such a mode of punishment, in com 
paratively modem times, is afforded, by a uote, at the foot of Mr. Neild's re 
marks, in which he states as follows : ' What I have called a Ducking Stool, 
is in Cheshire called a ducking Stool, i.e. a Choaking Stool. It is a standard, 
fixed at the entrance of a pond; to this is attached a long pole, at the extre 
mity of which, is fastened a chair, in this the woman is placed, and under 
goes a thorough ducking, thrice repeated. Such a one within the memory 
of persons now living, was in the great reservoir, in the Green Park.'"

3. Dr. Kendrick, of Warrington, exhibited the ancient " Plague Stone " 
from the neighbourhood of that town, and explained the facts connected with 
it. During the Plague, in 1005, it formed part of the rounded coping of 
court yard wall, of a farm house. It was situated in the Wash Lane, Latch- 
ford. Tradition uniformly asserts that the Plague prevailed here, though 
there no historic notices of it; and that the money in payment for provisions 
and other necessaries, was deposited in the square hollow of the stone, in a 
mixture of vinegar and water. All communication with the inmates was of 
course cut off. The idea has gained strength of late that there were no 
such things as Plague Stones; for, no fewer than ten have been shown to 
be the sockets of way-side crosses. That was quite impossible in the present 
case, as the cavity is only four and a half inches square, and two deep. The 
stone also stood on private property, forty yards from the high road, and 
the date of the house is the Puritan one 1050. It is said that those who 
died of the pestilence were buried in an adjacent croft, for in such circum 
stances, interments in unconsecrated ground were not unusual; and in 1843, 
several skeletons were found at the spot. The accompanying view shows 
the house, the stepping stones in the lane, and the spot (A) where the 
stone stood.

PAPERS.

I. LIVERPOOL diiUBCHES AND CHAPELS ; THEIB DESTBUCTION, REMOVAL,
OR ALTERATION :

WITH NOTICES OF CLERGYMEN, MINISTERS, AND OTHERS. 

By Rev. D. Thorn, D.D., Ph. D,, one of the Vice-Presidmts of the Society.

PART I.

IT has struck me as likely to prove interesting to members of the 
Historic Society, were I to bring under their notice, within a reasonable 
compass, a view of the changes which have occurred in connection with 
ecclesiastical edifices now existing, or which at a former period have existed, 
in the town of Liverpool. Facts lying scattered throughout the pages 
of our local historians might, I have conceived, be brought together  
circumstances not known general!/, or if known hitherto untouched on, 
might be adverted to and parties who, although possessed of temporary
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notoriety, are now almost forgotten, might again acquire something like " a 
local hahitation and a name." Some little advantages, I have thought, 
might be the result of this. The future investigator into Liverpool affairs 
might have a few hints suggested to him. Persons from a distance, whose 
information concerning the town had been derived from those who had long 
ceased to reside in it, or from antiquated directories and guide-books, 
instead of being startled and confused, on visiting it, at missing particular 
buildings, or being unable to hear of particular congregations, might-be 
prepared for some of the alterations which time, and municipal improve 
ments had produced. And the inhabitant of the town himself, to whom 
certain facts were previously unknown, might, if possessed of the anti 
quarian spirit, imbued with literary tastes, and taking an interest in the 
subject of religion, be enabled from time to time to pause, and contemplate 
spots, which, although now the scenes of commercial bustle and activity, 
were once hallowed by totally different associations. Thus considering, 
and thus influenced, I have now to submit to my colleagues a brief account 
of some of the changes which have passed over the ecclesiastical structures 
of this great mercantile emporium, as well as over the congregations 
worshipping in them. In doing so, I shall bestow a transient glance on 
the men by whose names, as writers or preachers, the churches or chapels 
named, may have been adorned, and by whose labours the persons assem 
bling therein may have been benefited. Notorious facts and characters 
will be made to pass before the mind, and seasons of peculiar religious 
excitement will not be overlooked. Condensation and brevity, as a matter 
of course, I have been forced to study. For to sketch and suggest, not to 
fill up outlines and exhaust the subject, is what I have aimed at.

Two obvious divisions of my paper present themselves. First, buildings 
which have belonged to the Established Church; and second, such as all 
along have been occupied by Dissenters. Under these heads do I treat 
of my subject.

I. ESTABLISHED CHUECHES.
From among these, I select for particular consideration, 1, St. Catherine's. 

Temple Court; 2, St. Matthew's, (former;) 3, St. Matthew's, (present;) 
4, St. Mary's, or the Church of the Blind ; 5, St. Simon's ; 0, St. Mary's, 
Harrington Street; 7, St Matthias' former and present; 8, St. George's; 
9, All Saints, now St. Joseph's; 10, St. Stephen's; and, 11, St. John the 
Evangelist's. Passing references to three other churches will follow.
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1. St. Catherine's, Temple Court.
This building was situated in Temple Court, off John Street and 

Matthew Street, and occupied the spot on which now stands the fire police 
station. Its form was octagonal; a circumstance from which as my friend 
Mr, Richard Brooke acquaints me, and as I see mentioned in Mr. Board- 
man's recently published pamphlet, " Bentleyana,"* those who attended it 
at first were popularly known by the appellation of Octai/onians. A full 
aud|raceurate description of it will he found in Enfield's " History of 
Levei-pool," pp. 47, 48.f And parties who wish to look at a representation 
of it, may be referred to one of the pages of engravings in W. G. Herd- 
man's interesting and magnificent volume.} Mr. Brooke says, that its 
vestry was decidedly the most commodious and comfortable of any in the 
town, and a perfect model of what such an appendage to a place of wor 
ship should be. It was large and well-furnished, with an antechamber 
adapted for meetings of the trustees and managers, as well as for the use 
of the clergymen ; and by its position at the upper part of the building, was 
exempt from damp and offensive smells. With the edifice there was 
connected an extensive graveyard in which were burial-places belonging to 
several of the wealthy and influential inhabitants of the town.

Enfield and Herdman both concur in representing this structure as 
having been erected in 1763, by persons disaffected to popular theological 
dogmas, or, as the phrase then in vogue was, entertaining liberal and 
rational notions on the subject of religion. A few of these might have 
been members of the Church of England, but the great majority were 
Presbyterians belonging to Benn's Garden and Key (Kay) Street Chapels. § 
Although rejecting the doctrines of the Trinity and Atonement,|| the body 
of dissenters who opened the Octagon, seem to have preferred set forms of 
prayer to extempore devotional exercises. To meet their views and

* Liverpool: Wareing Webb, 1891.
fl- In the Gentleman's Magazine, for 1704, it is noticed and described, as one among 

tlie public buildings then recently erected in Liverpool. Moss in his " History," p. 148, 
iJso describes it, us it appeared after the alterations of ITU'i.

I " Pictorial Belies of Liverpool."
§ Mr. Thomas Beutley appears to have taken a leading part in the formation of the 

Society, and, even after he left the town, to have cherished a deep, lively, aud lasting 
interest in its success Bentleyana, pp. 9,10, and 18.

I; Openly and avowedly, but not on the face of their trust deeds. Their legal style 
then was Presbyterians. It was, as is well known, contrary to law for any one, or any 
body of individuals, to denv or iinpngn the doctrine of the Trinity, until the passing of 
Mr. W. Smith's act in 1813.
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wishes, a Liturgy consisting of three distinct services was drawn up, 
nominally by a committee of gentlemen appointed for the purpose, but 
really by the Eev. Mr. Seddon, of Warrington ; * and, having been approved 
of, was printed and circulated for the use of the congregation, f A copy 
of the work, by the kindness of Mr. Brooke, I have had an opportunity of 
seeing and perusing. Its resemblance, in certain respects, to the Liturgy 
of the Established Church, is manifest; and, in the composition of its 
prayers, much good taste is evinced. Dr. Enfleld speaks highly o^it, 
Its title is given below. J

The Octagon was opened as a dissenting place of worship in 1763 ; § and 
after passing out of the hands of its original proprietors, it became con 
nected with the Established Church, when it assumed the name of St. 
Catherine's. It existed until the month of March, 1820. Having got out 
of repair, and standing in the way of improvements of the town, it was 
then taken down by order of the Corporation, and its materials sold. 
Previous to its demolition such bodies as had been interred in the ad 
jacent cemetery, were removed to other places of sepulture.

There is a difference of a whole year, between the statement made in 
Gore's " Annals of Liverpool," and that supplied to me by Mr. Brooke, as to 
the period when St. Catherine's ceased to be a Presbyterian Chapel. The 
"Annals " say, 1775.|| Mr. Brooke avers, that divine service was solemnized 
in it for the last time, according to the peculiar forms of its own liturgy, on

» So says Mr. Henry Taylor, now of London, in a valuable MS. volume of his, 
belonging to the Unitarian congregation, Eenshaw street here, to which I shall have 
occasion frequently to refer.

t The scheme of using a liturgy was much disapproved of by several of the leading 
ministers of the English Presbyterian denomination, who anticipated no good from it, 
and besides, condemned it on the ground of principle. Among these was the celebrated 
Dr. John Taylor, then residing at Warrington. His pamphlet, entitled, " Scripture 
account of prayer," contains his views on the subject.

J " A form of Prayer, and a new collection of Psalms, for the use of a congregation of 
Protestant Dissenters ^n Liverpool, printed for the Society, and sold by Christopher 
Henderson, under the Royal Exchange, London ; and by John Sibbald, Bookseller, in 
Liverpool, 1768." The copy seen by me, has, on the inside of the cover, the words, 
" W. Wyke, (60,)" having belonged, as Mr. Brooke informs me, to a gentlemen bearing 
that name, who was a leading member of the Society. Mr. Wyke, it seems, was 
proprietor of a house and garden situated at the corner of Dale Street and Hatton 
Garden, as well as of several other houses, more to the West, in Dale street. Upon the 
site of the whole, now stand the buildings belonging to the Coal Gas Company. Some 
members of the Historic Society may remember Wyke court, in Dale street.

§ January 19th I believe. Mr. Henry Taylor, in hia MS. volume, page 29, says 
Sth June.

|| "First service at the Octagon, 1763.'
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the 25th day of February, 1776. The question, it appears to me, may be 
easily settled, by a reference to the newspapers of the day, and to the ser 
mon preached at the dissolution of the Society, which was afterwards pub 
lished. Pending an examination of these documents, I have no hesitation 
in avowing my conviction, that Mr. Brooke is right. He has ascertained 
the date, not only by a manuscript marking on the copy of the Octagon 
liturgy in his possession, * but also by a domestic occurrence well known 
io him. Mr. Bentley's letter, in Boardman's " Bentleyana," seems to me 
to be decisive in Mr. Brooke's favour, f

St. Catherine's was, for several years after its abandonment by the dis 
senters, the property of the Rev. William Plumbe, J a clergyman of the 
Church of England. It was purchased by the Corporation in 1792. Con 
sulting Moss, " History of Liverpool," p. 148, § we find it recorded by 
him as having only then become connected with the establishment. || Con 
siderable repairs seem to have been made on it by its new owners.

Kespecting its different ministers, a short account may not be un 
acceptable.

During the whole period, from 1768 till 1776, the congregation was 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Nicholas Clay ton. This gentleman 
came from London. IT An amiable, intelligent, and highly educated man 
he appears to have been. It would be unjust to his memory, to withhold 
from the Society, what the celebrated Gilbert Wakefield, a writer whose 
powers of penetration no one will dispute, and who was by no means parti 
cularly inclined to flatter, has recorded concerning him in his " Memoirs." 
Speaking of him, as one of his colleagues at the Warrington Academy, vol. 
i, p. 226, edition 1804, he says, " Dr. Clay ton, (afterwards of Nottingham), 
succeeded, on the death of Dr. Aiken, to the tutorship of Divinity. He 
was for some years minister of the Octagon, Liverpool, (where a liturgy was 
used), and the author of two sermons ; one occasioned by the dissolution of

* "Last service at the Octagan, February, 1770. John iv 20, 31, 22, & 23." 
+ As also Mr. Henry Taylor's testimony, MS. vol., p. 29.
} "John," according to Mr. Brooke. He is more than once named " William," in the 

directories of the period. 
§ Published 1795. 
|j Trough ton, "History of Liverpool," p. 381. expresses himself to the same effect.
f Born at Enfield, county of Middlesex. Taylor's MS. vol. See also " Bentleyana," 

p. 9.
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that society, and the other on prayer, * preached at a meeting of dissent 
ing ministers both of them excellent compositions. This gentleman was 
my very particular friend, and I might here indulge those encomiums 
of his intellect and heart, which, even envy would not attribute to the un- 
discerning partiality of affection." More of Dr. Clayton afterwards.

Along with Dr. Clayton, while at the Octagon, was associated as his col 
league in the ministry, Mr. Hezechiah Kirkpatrick. This gentleman had 
been trained at Dr. Jennings' celebrated Academy, London, f He was 
author of a volume published in 1785, and entitled, " Sermons on Various 
Subjects, with an account of the principles of Protestant Dissenters, their 
mode of worship, and forms of public prayer, baptism, and the Lord's sup 
per." A copy of this work will be found in the Library of the Lyceum, 
Liverpool. His introduction, which is very interesting, supplies the reader 
with a great deal of information. Having removed to Park Lane Chapel, 
near Wigan, he breathed his last there, September, 19, 1799, aged 61, 
after an incumbency of 13 years. We must beware of confounding him 
with William Kirkpatrick, D.D., | the first minister of Oldham Street 
Kirk here.

The Rev Mr. Plumbe, the church clergyman, by whom the Octagon was 
bought in 1776, and who officiated as its minister for several years, was 
propably, a personal friend of Dr. Clayton ; for I find, on reference to the 
Liverpool Directory of 1777, that both were then living under the same 
roof. § Mr.Plumbehadforhiscurateinl781,theEev.RobertWilmot. In 
1790, the Rev. Brownlow Forde, afterwards, for many years the ordinary 
of Newgate, London, and to whom, as having had occasion in that capacity 
to be present at the execution of several notorious criminals, our friend, 
Mr. Brooke, has more than once alluded, was incumbent. About a year

* 1 have not seen the sermon, but, from circumstances, I should suspect it to have 
been intended ns ft vindication of his own use of set forms of prayer, and as an answer to 
the tract of Dr. Taylor, already noticed.

+ See Mr. Taylor's MS. volume, p. 30.
I This gentleman, created D.D. by diploma from the University of St. Andrew's, Scot 

land, bearing date 3rd May, 1811, published a work, to which reference will be fonuil 
made in my paper on (he Scotch Kirks and Congregations in Liverpool. It likewise is in 
the Lyceum Library. I have reason to think that, like the productions of many others, 
it may be regarded as a monogram. Dr. Kirkpntrick's ministry lasted from 1702 ti" 
1815.

§ At what was then No. 22 in Duke Street.
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subsequent to that mentioned, Mr. Forde left Liverpool, and the church 
came into the hands of the Corporation. *

On the 16th November, 1792, the Rev. Eobert Kennion or Kenyon 
Milner, and the Rev. Thomas Bold were appointed by the Common Coun 
cil joint-ministers of St. Catherine's. In that relation, these two gentlemen 
stood to each other for the long period of between 30 and 30 years, indeed, 
till within a very short time of the demolition of the edifice. When 
the church was pulled down in 1820, Mr. Bold was the surviving colleague. 
It may be interesting to mention, that this venerable and respected 
clergyman is still alive. By looking back a sentence or two, it will be ob 
served that nearly 60 years have elapsed since his appointment as minis 
ter of St. Catherine's. I learn from a report made by Mr. Shuttleworth, 
the present town clerk of Liverpool, to the Common Council, on the 27th 
December, 1850, a document, which was afterwards printed by order of that 
body, that a salary of £150 a year has been secured to Mr. Bold, payable by 
the Corporation during his life-time, but destined to terminate upon his 
decease.  ( 

2. St. Matthew's, (former).

Every vestige of this edifice, an engraving of which may been seen in 
W. G. Herdman's " Pictorial Relics of ancient Liverpool,"} has been swept 
away. It was substantial, although plain in its appearance; stood on the 
Western side of Key (Kay or Kaye)§ Street, about 50 or 60 yards from 
Tithebarn Street; and was taken down three or four years ago its site, 
and the site of the court or yard connected with it, || having been required 
for the terminus of the East Lancashire and Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railways. The traveller leaving the railway by the incline on the eastern 
side of the station, now passes unconsciously over the spot, where once the 
praises of God ascended from the lips of devout worshippers.

* Herdman says, p. 91, that St. Catherine's " was bought by the Corporation, but never 
consecrated."

t See Beport of the Town Clerk, &c., p. 7.
I Mr. Herdman produced a very pretty little model of old St. Matthew's, at the meet 

ing of the Society, June 10th, 1852, the same meeting at which this paper was brought 
under its notice.

§ Kay or Kaye Street was, no doubt, the proper name. So also is Lnmber Street, in 
the same neighbourhood, clearly Lombard Street. See Liverpool Directory, 1781, 
P. 105.

|| There was, as I recollect, a considerable flagged space in front.
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Taking for my guides Mr. Henry Taylor's MS. volume in the Library 
of the Unitarian Chapel, Renshaw Street, and information kindly and 
courteously furnished by my friend, the Rev. James Martineau, the follow 
ing facts connected with old St. Matthew's, while it continued a dissenting 
place of worship, are submitted to the Society.

This building was erected in 1706-7. It belonged originally to the 
denomination of Presbyterians. According to Mr. Taylor, it owed its ori 
gin, " probably to the rising population of Liverpool, and the influx of set 
tlers from Scotland, and [the north of] Ireland," MS., p. 26. Having 
been licensed, it was opened for public worship, November 24th, 1707. 
With that year, and about the period just mentioned, its register begins.

Its first minister was Mr. Christopher Basnett. All contemporary docu 
ments concur in bearing testimony to the high respectability of his charac 
ter. Mr. Basnett was the author of a volume of sermons, published 1714, 
entitled, " Zebulon's Blessing Opened," &c.; and in 1717, there appeared 
from his pen, a discourse on " Church Officers, and their Missions," de 
livered at St. Helen's, on occasion of the ordination of Mr., afterwards Dr. 
Henry Winder, and Mr. Mather. Towards the close of his life, Mr. Bas 
nett seems to have required assistance in the discharge of his ministerial 
functions, for with him we find Mr. John Brekell associated, for several 
years as colleague. The commencement of their joint-pastorship, Mr. 
Martineau dates in April, 1732. * Mr. Basnett's death took place in 1744. 
"His entries in the register," observes Mr. Martineau, " continue till 
April of that year."f As to his age, at the period of lu's decease, I can say 
nothing. Judging from the time when he began his studies under Mr. 
Richard Frankland, at Rathmel, 1st April, 1696, and supposing him to have 
been then twenty years of age, it would shew him to have died before attain 
ing his 70th year.

After Mr. Basnett's -demise, the pastoral duties and responsibilities de 
volved entirely on Mr. Brekell. J Concerning the history of this gentleman,

* 1728 is set down as the time iu Mr. H. Taylor's MS. volume, p. 26.
+ His death occurred 22nd July.
J Mr. Smithers in his history of Liverpool, page 416, speaks of him as " minister of St. 

' Peter's." This is one of the many blunders which I have detected in that gentleman's 
otherwise valuable production. Confining myself to matters connected with the subject 
of this present article only, I find him stating the date of the foundation of St. Luke's 
church, as " 9th of April, 181C," p. 32, instead of 1811; Mr. Bell, as "Vicar," instead 
of Sector of Liverpool; Mr. " John," instead of James Lister, Ac., &c. I notice these
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a few particulars have been transmitted to us. He was bom, 1697, at 
Moels, is supposed to have received his education at Nottingham under 
Mr. Hardy, and was married, 1736. Mr. Taylor gives these particulars 
on the authority of his relation, Mr. Philip Taylor. According to Mr. Mar- 
tineau, " he has left a published volume of sermons, which bears testimony 
to his having been a scholar, and a man of some elegance of taste." This 
testimony, in itself most valuable, is corroborated by that of Dr. John Taylor, 
who speaks of Mr. Brekell as " having been a learned man." The MS. 
volume of Mr. H. Taylor, pp. 26 and "7, furnishes us with a list of Mr. 
Brekell's various publications, amounting to fourteen. He continued 
minister of Key Street chapel till his death, which occurred, 28 December, 
1769. His whole incumbency, including the period of his association with 
Mr. Basnett, (1732 1744), extended over a period of between thirty-seven 
and thirty-eight years.*

Mr. Brekell, it would appear, became unfit for the discharge of the 
duties of his office, some time before his death. " A number of entries in 
the register," says Mr. Martineau, " made in 1769 and 1770, by Mr. after 
wards Dr. Enfield, then minister of Benn's Garden chapel, seems to imply, 
that no regular successor had, during that period been appointed to" him. 
Mr. Philip Taylor from Norwich, grandson of Dr. John Taylor, accord 
ing to the MS. volume so often already referred to, was nominated his 
assistant two years before his death. The fact of Mr. Taylor not having 
then been ordained, explains why Dr. Enfield, an ordained Presbyterian 
minister, was employed to officiate in cases, in which one who was merely a 
probationer could not act.

The death of Mr. Brekell opened up the successorship to Mr. Philip 
Taylor, who was ordained to the work of the ministry, over the Key Street

minor inaccuracies with pain; for Mr. Sinithers, whom I knew, and to whom I rendered 
some trifling assistance in the composition of his work, was not only a clever, but a 
kind-hearted, and honourably-minded man. However, it must be mentioned for the 
guidance of those who may have occasion to refer to his history, that in cases of disputed 
dates, and other matters of that sort, it might occasionally be advisable to have his state 
ments corroborated by the authority of others. To what I have stated with regard to Mr. 
Smithers, I may add, that he was a Londoner, and in early life intimate with John Home 
Tooke, and other celebrities. He was author of a work, a copy of which he did me the 
honour to present to me, entitled, " The Cultivation of the Arts and Sciences maintained 
to be favourable to virtue and happiness," Brussels, 1818; as also of another publication, 
" Observations on the Netherlands."

* Above 40 years, of course, if 1728 was, as Mr. Taylor alleges, the date of the com 
mencement of the joint-ministry. 

E
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congregation, in July 1770. He removed to Eustace Street Chapel, Dub 
lin, in 1777, where he continued to act as pastor, till his death in 1831, at 
a very advanced age. Towards the close of his life, Mr. Martineau, his re 
lation, assisted him in the performance of his ministerial duties.

Mr. John Yates was called to supply the vacancy occasioned hy Mr. P. 
Taylor's resignation. The ordination of Mr. Yates, along with that of Mr. 
Hugh Anderson, appointed minister of the Park Chapel, took place in Key 
Street Chapel, 1st October, 1777. On that occasion, Dr. Enfield preached 
and presided ; the sermon which he delivered having been afterwards pub 
lished. No one belonging to Liverpool requires to be told of the high re 
spectability of Mr. Yates' character. * His talents and attainments are 
evinced in various pulpit discourses, which, at different periods, he sent 
forth from the press. His ministry was a long one. Suffice it to say 
here, that, during its continuance, the connection of the Society over which 
he presided, with the meeting-house in Key Street, terminated. Having 
erected a new place of worship in Paradise Street, at the corner of School 
Lane for a minute description of which, I may be permitted to refer to 
Moss's " History," 1795, pp., 152, 154, Key Street was abandoned, and 
the new chapel taken possession of and opened, on the llth day of Sep 
tember, 179 Li- 

Key Street Chapel, having been sold, and taken under the wing of the 
Establishment, was consecrated J and opened in 1795, when it received the 
appellation of St. Matthew's Church, § We cease, henceforward, to be able 
to avail ourselves of the information derivable from Messrs. Taylor and 
Martineau.

Few religious edifices in Liverpool can boast of having had a greater 
number or variety of officiating clergymen than St. Matthew's. To state 
their names and the period of their incumbency is all that, in most cases, 
we are competent to. In 1795, the Rev. James White was chaplain ; who, 
having left before 1800, was succeeded by the Rev. William, afterwards 
Dr. Pulford, a gentleman well known, and distinguished as a teacher of

* Or of the distinguished individuals to whom he stood in the relation of father.
+ Of Mr. Pendlebury Houghton. Mr. Yates' colleague during a portion of his ministry, 

I shall speak afterwards.
{ Lacey's " Pictorial Liverpool," 1844, p. 262.
§ The requisite repairs had not, I perceive, been completed when Moss published his 

" History" in 1795. See page Iflfl.
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youth. Dr. Pulford was for eight or nine years connected with St. Mat 
thew's, and at a subsequent period of his life officiated in other Liverpool 
churches. The Rev. William Marsden appears to have been minister from 
about 1809 till 1813, or 18U. The Rev. John Fearon, A.M., having 
taken charge of the congregation till about 1882, gave place to the Rev. 
Thomas Tattershall, first A.M., and then D.D., who remained at St. Mat 
thew's till his removal to St. Augustine's, in 1831. Need I remind any of 
his contemporaries of the esteem, and even admiration, in which this 
talented, laborious, and excellent minister was universally held? or of 
the deep impression of regret produced by his death ? Dr. Tattershall, after 
his settlement at St. Augustine's, gave to the public a long and able pam 
phlet, on the doctrine of Election, composed on Sublapsarian principles; 
and was, besides, author of one of the " sermons" preached and pub 
lished, thirteen or fourteen years ago, in the course of our then local Unitarian 
controversy.* To return to St. Matthew's. The Rev. J. B. Clarke, son of 
the celebrated Adam Clarke, was its minister for a short time, about 1831. 
The Rev. J. H. Stafford officiated there, 1832 1834. The Rev. Thomas 
Dwyer, our late respected colleague, who, when he died two or three years 
ago, was chaplain of the West Derby Union Workhouse, appears in the list 
as clergyman of St. Matthew's, in 1835. We find the congregation pre 
sided over by the Rev. J. W. Gowring, B.A.,t author of more than one 
tract on the subject of religion, and at one time a frequent contributor to 
the "GospelMagazine,"between 1835 and 1837. To him, 1837, 1838,suc 
ceeded the Rev. John Buck, D.C.L., J who was afterwards, for two or three

* His life and remains were published by his friend, the late Dr. Byrth, 
+1 have now lying before me one of Mr. Gowring's very able productions, entitled, 

" The Doctrine of Free and Sovereign Grace ; being the substance of two sermons on 
the seventeenth article, preached in Witton Church, Northwich, July 13th and 20th, 
18JJ4. By J. W. Gowring, B.A., Curate of Witton." This gentleman is now blind; but 
having acquired the habit of reading, by means of relieved, or raised letters, he still offi 
ciates as a clergyman, somewhere, I believe, in the neighbourhood of London.

{ Author of various able Sermons and Tracts. He published a very clever pamphlet 
on the subject of religion, during his residence in the Isle of Man, about eight or ten 
years ago ; and, since taking up his abode at Houghton, has printed and circulated a dis 
course on the seventeenth article of the Church of England. Some tilings occurred, 
which imparted to Dr. Buck's ministry, during his residence in Liverpool, no small de 
gree of notoriety. A sermon delivered by the Rev. William Nuun, of St. Clement's, 
Manchester, at St. Matthew's, on Sunday, September 17th, 1837, the substance of which 
was afterwards published under the title of " The Supreme Dominion of Jthovah," drew 
down upon it, as well as its author, the severe animadversions of Dr. Buck, and was the 
subject of much conversation among religious persons at the time. Circumstances, too, 
connected with the Doctor's preaching, and the manner in which he discharged his 
other duties as chaplain of the Borough Gaol, led to much private and newspaper con-
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years, Chaplain to the Borough Gaol, Liverpool, and is now incumbent of 
Houghton, Stanwix, near Carlisle. The Rev John Leighton Figgins. B.A., 
now officiating in St. Clement's, Manchester, and author of at least one pub 
lished sermon, took charge of St. Matthew's from 1838 or 1839, till the 
close of 1843; the Rev. Robert Townley, B.A.,* now minister of the 
Universalist Church, Charlestown, Boston, U.S., during 1844; the Rev. 
William Duncan Long, B.A., in 1845 and part of 1846; the Rev. George 
Cuthbert, M.A., 1847, 1848 ; and the Rev. Thomas W. Moeran, B.A., 1849.

I may here mention the fact of my having heard from the pulpit of St. 
Matthew's Church, in the autumns of 1823 and 1824 respectively, two most 
logically composed and impressive discourses addressed to the Jews, by the 
reverend and celebrated Charles Simeon, M.A., Fellow of King's College, 
Cambridge.

The Rev. Henry B. W. Hillcoat, D.D., who for many years was incum 
bent of a chapel in Bath, had long been proprietor of St. Matthew's, as well 
as the party by whom its officiating ministers had been appointed. By 
him the church was disposed of to a Railway Company : its site, as already 
stated, having been required for the Liverpool terminus. Having received 
in exchange,

3. St. Matthew's, (present),

he removed to, and took possession of it about three years ago, with his 
congregation.

The particulars connected with the origin, building, and early history of 
this religious structure, which stands in Scotland Road, are so remarkable, 
that I shall not merely be excused, but probably thanked by the members 
of the Society for bringing them under their notice. They may be relied 
on as authentic. Joseph Robinson, Esq., of Falkner Square, in this town, 
who had no small share in the transactions which I am about to mention, 
and was one of the original Trustees, is, by the high respectability of his 
character, a sufficient guarantee for the truth of the facts with which, 
from documents in his possession, he has been polite enough to furnish me.

troversy in 1840, and 1841. A retiring pension of .£00 a year was allowed him by 
the Corporation, in the spring of the year last-named. It will, no doubt, be in the 
recollection of several members of the Society, that Dr. Buck did duty, in a very zealous, 
and efficient manner, as Curate at Trinity Church here, during the autumn, winter, and 
spring of 1848 and 1849.

» Mr. Townley published in 1845, a work, entitled, " The Second Advent of the Lord 
Jesus Christ a Past Event," in which are contained many startling positions.
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Owing to the great and rapid increase of the Scottish population in the 
Northern districts of Liverpool, as far back as the month of September, 
1838, it was resolved at a meeting of the sessions of Oldham Street, and 
Rodney Street Kirks, agreeing to co-operate for this purpose, to take steps 
for having a place of worship, in connexion with the Established Church of 
Scotland, provided for that particular locality. In pursuance of this 
resolution, an appeal was made to the liberality and Christian feelings of 
the Scotch residents here. This appeal was heartily responded to. Sub 
scription-hooks were opened, and subscriptions received. Money came in 
so plentifully, that by the year 1841, those who had set the matter a-going, 
could boast of having collected the sum of £1775, a large proportion of 
which had been derived from small contributors. This was deemed suffi 
cient to authorise the summoning and holding of a meeting of subscribers 
and others friendly to the cause, in the month of June, 1841. Eesolutions 
to proceed immediately were unanimously adopted. A general committee 
of twenty gentlemen contributing £50 each, and a sub-committee of five 
were appointed. The latter was empowered to look out for an appropriate 
site for the contemplated church, and the school-house which was to be con 
nected with it: when found, to make the requisite purchase to execute 
mortgage deeds to enter into building contracts and to take all the other 
steps which might be deemed necessary or advisable for carrying the inten 
tions of the meeting into effect. Acting under the powers thus entrusted 
to them, land in Scotland Road was acquired by the sub-committee from 
the late Earl of Derby, and it was contracted with Mr. William Beattie 
to build the church, under the superintendence of Mr. John Ounningham, 
F.G.S., architect. This last arrangement was concluded in February, 1842.

Long before the meeting of the two Kirk-sessions in September, 1888, 
already noticed, the Northern part of Liverpool had, by seriously-minded 
Scotchmen, been regarded as a most eligible field for missionary labours. 
Under this impression, different preachers, and ultimately Mr. John Ferries, 
had been employed to cultivate it. The Carpenters' Hall, Bond Street, 
was in process of time hired as a temporaiy place of worship, and there 
Mr. Ferries preached for some years to an attentive and increasing con» 
gregation.

The foundation stone of the church of which we are now speaking, which 
was at first denominated St. Peter's, was laid on the 22nd day of March,
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1842, by George Armstrong, Esq., and the work was immediately and 
energetically proceeded with. On the 2nd of July, that year, Mr. Fer 
ries, who had " borne the burden and heat of the day" in forming the 
congregation which, in due time, was to be transferred to and occupy the 
new building, was appointed minister, with a salary of not less than £150 
a year; and on the 14th September following, he was, according to the 
Presbyterian ritual, by prayer and imposition of hands, solemnly ordained or 
set apart to the \\ork of the ministry by the Presbytery of Lancashire, then 
in connexion with the Established Church of Scotland. The ceremony took 
place in Rodney Street Kirk here. Mr. Ferries, for some time longer, con 
tinued his labours in the Carpenters' Hall, it not having been until the 
21iit day of May, 1843, that St. Peter's was formally opened for divine 
worship, the Rev. John Park, then of Rodney Street Kirk, officiating in 
the morning, Mr. Ferries himself in the afternoon, and the Rev. Alexander 
Munro, of Manchester, in the evening.

In the meanwhile, matters of the utmost importance had been going on 
in Scotland. Collisions, of a very unseemly and unedifying kind, between 
the Established Church and the Civil Courts, on the non-intrusion ques 
tion, had taken place. Such a state of things, it was evident, could not 
long continue. A disruption had for some time been threatened, and was 
obviously impending. At last it occurred. The decision of the House of 
Lords in the famous Auchterarder case precipitated it. Within a very 
few days after the opening of St. Peter's, a large body of the Scottish 
clergy had laid their protest on the table of the General Assembly of the 
Established Church of Scotland, and seceded from her communion. Of 
this step, the organisation of that large and powerful body of dissenters, 
the Free Kirk of Scotland, has been the result.

Immediately the trustees and congregation of St Peter's were made to 
experience the consequences of this altered state of things. A great number 
of Scotch livings having been abandoned by their incumbents, persons 
from all quarters were sought after, for the purpose of supplying the 
vacancies thereby occasioned. The successorship to one of the vacated 
parishes that of Torryburn, in Fife having been offered to, was at once 
accepted of by Mr. Ferries.* His Liverpool charge he speedily demitted,

* To the great surprise and chagrin of Ids friends, he, whether justly or not I cannot 
say, having been regarded by tbem as, up to that period,, a firm and uncompromising 
supporter of Non-Intrusion principles.
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and to him, no regular successor was, or could be appointed. For, besides 
the opposition which they had to encounter from certain members of the 
General Committee, the Trustees found themselves involved in other, and 
what at first appeared to be inextricable difficulties. *

When Lord Derby agreed to sell the laud in Scotland Road, it was on 
the express understanding, that a Church and School-house, in connexion 
with the Established Church of Scotland, were to be built on it. Nothing 
but missives passed on the occasion. After the completion of the edifice, 
regular title deeds became necessary. But to whom? And for what 
purpose ? To persons adhering to the Scottish Established Church, his 
Lordship was perfectly ready to make over the property, and thereby to 
fulfil his engagement. Equitably, no less than legally considered, he was 
satisfied that he could not grant a conveyance to any others. And in this 
view, his lordship was backed and supported by several Scotch gentlemen, 
some of them members of the General Committee, and some of them sub 
scribers to the building, who clung to the church established by law in the 
northern portion of the Island. This puzzled the Trustees. Not only 
were they themselves inclined to favour the Free-Kirk, but from the senti 
ments and temper of the Scotch population residing in the neighbourhood 
of St. Peter's, they saw clearly that to open it in connexion with the Church 
of Scotland would have been absurd, and in a pecuniary point of view 
ruinous. They would not perhaps, in that case, have had twenty hearers 
paying for seats and sittings. Meanwhile they, four in number, were 
obliged, in terms of contract, to make advances on the building, to the 
amount of nearly ̂ 4,000; its whole cost having been about £7,000, and some 
of the gentlemen who had undertaken to pay fifty pounds each as their con 
tribution, having refused, under existing circumstances, to defray a single 
farthing of the expenses incurred. For some years, the situation of the trus 
tees was truly embarrassing. They had advanced a considerable sum of 
money on the security of the edifice ; and unless title deeds, with power of 
sale, and a clause enabling them to indemnify themselves could be procured, 
they were but too likely to be out of pocket to the whole amount. In this 
state, matters continued from the summer of 1843, till the month of Feb 
ruary, 1847.

After Mr. Ferries' departure, 1843, the trustees, owing to the peculiar 
aud critical situation in which they stood, would not sanction the calling
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and ordination of any new minister; but allowed the Free-Kirk congrega 
tion merely on sufferance, and with the understanding that the door might 
be closed against them at any time, to worship within its walls. For some 
time, the vacant pulpit was supplied by probationers and ministers appointed 
to preach by the Lancashire Presbytery. At last, in May, 1845, Mr. John 
Wiseman received a call to become permanent minister. This necessi 
tated the immediate removal of the congregation from St. Peter's, as the 
trustees were threatened with a prosecution, on the part of the adherents 
to the Scotch Establishment, in the event of their permitting the settle 
ment of a pastor to take place. The church was shut up. Mr. Wiseman 
went back, with the congregation, to the Carpenters' Hall, Bond Street. 
Shortly afterwards dissension made its appearance among his followers? 
Supported by one party, he remained with them as their pastor, and strug 
gled with difficulties until a year or two ago, when he abandoned his charge, 
and went to America. By the opposing party, steps were taken for the 
erection of another meeting-house on Free-Kirk principles, in the immedi 
ate neighbourhood. Land was procured by means of a mortgage, in Great 
Oxford Street North, nearly opposite to the eastern end of St. Martin's-in- 
the-Fields. To the structure reared on it, when completed, was given the 
name of St. Peter's; and over its congregation, Mr. Walter Smith was 
invited to preside as minister.

The Earl of Derby having, in February, 1847, made over the church in 
Scotland Road, and the ground on which it and the school-house had been 
erected to the four trustees, to be held in connexion with the Church of 
Scotland, but with power of sale in the event of certain conditions not being 
fulfilled on the part of the subscribers, steps were promptly taken to carry 
into effect the provisions contained in the deed of conveyance. Offers of 
the church were made to the minority of the general committee and to the 
subscribers, they indemnifying the trustees and others for all outlay of 
money on their part. These offers were not accepted. Under the circum 
stances, and after going through the other forms requisite, St. Peter's was 
brought to the hammer, on -the 15th July, 1847. At the sale, it was 
knocked down at the price of £5,510 to the Liverpool and Bury Eailway 
Company. And by them, as has previously been mentioned, it was con 
veyed to the Rev. Dr. Hillcoat, in exchange for the old church of St. 
Matthew's.

It is not to be supposed, however, that Dr. Hillcoat and his congregation
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were put in immediate possession of the buildiug. Considerable litigation 
followed the original arrangements, with the merits of which I am not par 
ticularly acquainted, only that, if 1 mistake not, it turned on some legal 
nicety connected with the transference to the church gifen in exchange, of 
a sum of money payable out of the Queen Anne's Bounty Fund, which had 
been previously secured on the abandoned edifice.* At last, matters were 
adjusted; the transfer took place; necessary alterations were made;  
and on taking possession of the church in 1849, its former name of St. 
Peter's was superseded by that of St. Matthew's, by which it is now known.

Thus after the lapse of more than ten years from the time when the 
Rubject was first formally mooted, and after much toil, immense anxiety, 
and the surmounting of numerous difficulties, what had been originally 
started as a Scotch Kirk, etxled in becoming one of the churches belonging 
to the English Establishment, in this town.

Tantee molis erat condere ecclesiam.

4. St. Mary's, or the Church for the Blind.

All our Guide-books and Directories, from 1819 till 1850, make mention 
of this church as standing in Duncan Street East, now Hotham Street, at 
the corner of Great Nelson, now Lord Nelson Street. In vain, however, 
will the stranger now look for it there. Nothing remains to indicate that 
any edifice, much less an ecclesiastical one, once occupied the spot.

The fact is, that the ground on which the church originally stood, having 
been required by the London and North Western Eailway Company, for 
the enlargement of their terminus, the church itself, which had been con 
structed in 1818-19,1 was, after protracted n'egociations, removed, and a 
place for its erection having been selected in Hardman Street, at the corner 
of Hope Street, (the other buildings constituting the Asylum of the Mind 
being set down close to it in Hardman Street), it there made its appear- 
snce again, rising, phoenix-like, exactly as it had stood for thirty years in 
Hotham Street.} Not a stone is altered in its position. And, except that 
the church fronts the north, instead of the west, and that the entrance to it 
is obtained now from the sides only, not the slightest difference can be de-

* Was there not some difference of opinion between Dr. HiJlcoat and the Railway 
Company, as to the value of the ground in front of the old chapel ?

+ Foundation stone laid, 6th October, 1818 ; opened Oth October, 1810.
J It is said that the erection of this church was the first act of our present worthy 

Hiief Magistrate (Samuel Holme, Esq.) as a builder, and the removal of it his last.
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tected between what it was, and what it is. Its removal took place in 1850. 
The church of the Asylum of the Blind now forms one of a cluster of pub 
lic buildings, which by the variety, grandeur, and beauty of their respective 
designs, are eminently calculated to strike the eye of the beholder.

To describe at any length an edifice like the Church of the Blind, which 
every stranger of taste will make a point to visit, and concerning which any 
Guide-book may be consulted, is out of the question. Suffice it to say that 
the design was furnished by Mr. Foster, the well-known architect; and that 
its elegant portico, facing the north, is said to be a copy of that attached to 
the Temple of Jupiter Panhellenius, in the island of JEgina.

Ju the interior, is a small organ gallery, and the musical portion of the 
services is conducted by the blind pupils themselves. When the church 
occupied its former site in Hotham Street, the inmates of the Asylum en 
tered it by means of an underground passage cut in the solid rock.*

I may be permitted to observe, with regard to the Asylum of the Blind 
in Liverpool, that it was first set on foot in the year 1790.)- About the 
beginning of this century, the Rev. William Blundell, B.A., one of the 
parish curates, (1800), and afterwards incumbent of St. Anne's,! (1803), 
became its chaplain, || and continued to give the charity the benefit of his 
services in that capacity, until the erection of the church in 1819, when he 
resigned his office.

From the period of the building of St. Mary's until now, 1819 1852, 
the Rev. Edward Hull, M.A., has been minister of the church, and has

* For further particulars, see Lacey's " Pictorial Liverpool," p.p., 202 and 204.
+ Claims to its origination have been set up iu behalf of Mr. Edward Bushton, the 

poet, father of our late stipendiary magistrate.
{It may be interesting to the Society to be informed, that the only member of the 

episcopal bench taken from among the Liverpool clergy, was once minister of this 
church. In the course of 1784, the Eev. Claudius (called in the old Liverpool Di 
rectories, Cornelius), Crigan, D.D. was by the then Duke of Atholl, promoted to the 
Bishopric of Sodor and Man. The Doctor was the first incumbent of St. Ann's, having 
been presented to the benefice as soon as the building was completed, on the 28th October, 
1772. Moss, p. 140. Concerning this prelate, Gilbert Wakefield speaks respectfully i)i 
his " Memoirs," p. 178. Smithers has related the gossip of the time, as regards the 
cause of Dr. Crigan's appointment to the vacant see of Man. I suspect that he has 
committed at least one mistake in this story. The party to whom he alludes as having 
been the bishop's intended successor, was, if I remember right, not a son, but a brother 
of the then feudal sovereign of the neighbouring isle. Besides, did not Dr. Crigan's 
episcopate extend to more than twenty-five years? See Smithers' "History of Liver 
pool," p. 435.

|| lie was also secretary.
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discharged the other clerical duties incumbent on the chaplain of one of our 
most valuable institutions. Under his auspices, the charity has flourished. 
Mr. Hull is well known as preaching to one of the most genteel and intelligent 
congregations in Liverpool, and as the author of more than one able and 
spirited pamphlet ;* while his occasional contributions to our local papers 
are always characterised by superior excellence, and have often turned out to 
be very useful. Indeed, the character, varied attainments, talents, and zeal 
in behalf of the charity with which he is connected, of Mr. Hull, rank too 
high, and are too well appreciated to stand in need of any eulogium of mine.

5. St. Simon's.

On the spot now occupied by this building, stood formerly a meeting- 
bouse, or chapel, erected about 1808, by a body of individuals, chiefly 
indeed exclusively from the north, in connexion with the Associate, or 
Burgher Synod of Scotland. This class of dissenters was then known 
among their countrymen by the name of Seceders. f A fusion of the 
Burgher and Anti-burgher divisions of this body J took place in ifllff, when 
they assumed the appellation of the United Secession Church. And, about 
1847 efc±84$, the Scotch Synod of Relief § having joined them, their pre 
sent style is, the United Presbyterian Church ||

* Sometimes, I have been conscious of a feeling of regret, that a man of Mr. Hull's
learning and classic purity of taste, has not favoured the world with some larger and 
longer production, than any that has yet issued from his pen. But, perhaps, he pro 
ceeds on the axiom, psya /3ij3Xiov, ^.lyot, XCXKOV.

+ The Scotch Secession body owed its origin to the withdrawal of Messrs. E. Erskine, 
Fisher, Moncriefi", and Wilson, from the Established Church of Scotland in 173'2.

{ Early in the history of the Secession Church, a dispute having arisen as to the duty 
of its members to take the Burgess Oath, which was then imposed on all persons com 
mencing business within the precincts of Scottish corporations, a " split" took place in 
1747 : those who agreed to take the oath being denominated Burghers, and those refusing 
to do so, Anti-burghers. Mr. Ebenezer Erskine headed the one party, and Mr. Moncrieff 
the other. Great bitterness of spirit evinced in various ways, prevailed on the part of 
both sections of seceders towards each other. The breach was repaired in !$l-y, after the I § ZO 
lapse of 72 years, by the various municipalities agreeing to dispense with the imposition 
of the oath.

§ Deriving its origin from Mr. Gillespie, minister of Carnock, in Fife. This gentle 
man was deposed by the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1752, for refus 
ing to concur in the settlement of Mr. liicbardson as minister of Inverkeithing, the people 
of that parish having almost unanimously "reclaimed" against him. Several ministers 
who objected to the exercise of patronage, and wished to have congregations relieved 
from that oppression as they deemed it, by being invested with the power of choosing 
their own pastors, joined Mr. Gillespie, and laid the foundation of the Relief Synod.

|| These united Seceding and Relief people form a very powerful and intelligent body, 
consisting of at least 600 ministers and congregations. Some Seceders, however, keep 
aloof from the Association. A party of these have very recently joined the Free-Kirk of 
Scotland. See Acts of F. K. General Assembly, Tuesday, June 1, 1852.
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The first minister of the Scotch Secession Chapel was Mr. John Stewart, 
afterwards D.D., a native of Dornoch, near Amian, in Scotland,* who had 
for some years taken the pastoral charge of a congregation^in the neigh- 
bourhood of Perth. This gentleman's character was excellent, and he pos 
sessed talents of a superior order, which were evinced in several publica 
tions of his, especially in his Treatise on Baptism, written in opposition to 
the views maintained by Mr. Henry Paice, and in his sermon on the 
Eldership.f

The present St. Simon's Church is not the original meeting-house. That 
edifice which, like the present, was in Gloucester Street, (then running 
down to the New Haymarket), having stood at the corner of Silver Street, 
and occupied a somewhat elevated position, was at first familiarly known by 
the appellation of Silver Hill Chapel. It was tolerably large arid com 
modious, containing a gallery, as well as pews below, but was very plain m 
its external appearance. From it, the congregation and their pastor re 
moved in June, 1827, to their present large and elegant place of worship at 
the corner of Mount Pleasant and Great Orford Street.

Dr. Stewart, who had continued to labour among his people with great 
assiduity and marked acceptance, from about the year 1809, was compelled 
at last, by the growing infirmities of age, to solicit and receive the assist 
ance of a colleague To act in this capacity, Mr. Hugh Crichtou was ap 
pointed. Their joint-pastorship began in 1888. Notwithstanding the aid 
thus seasonably afforded, Dr. Stewart's life was not long protracted He 
died 7th October, 1840. Since that time, owing to the delicate state of 
Mr., now Dr. Crichton's health, Mr. William Graham has been chosen to 
co-operate with him in the work of the ministry.

When deserted by the Scotch Seceders, Gloucester Street Chapel passed 
into the hands of the Independents. Mr. James Widdows having quitted 
the chapel in Russell Street, in which, for several years, he had officiated, 
about 1828 became its minister. There he remained about ten years. His 
successor was Mr. P. Strutt.

* Brother of Andrew Stewart, M.D., minister of Erskine, and of Mr. David Stewart, 
one of the ministers of the Secession Church, Stirling.

+ We must be careful to distinguish between Dr. John Stewart, minister of Gloucester 
Street and Mount Pleasant Chapels, here, and Mr. John Stewart, who was for nine or ten 
mouths in 1823 minister of Olclham Street Kirk in this town, was inducted into the 
charge of the parish of Sorn, Ayrshire, in 1824, and became incumbent of the parish of 
Libberton, near Edinburgh, (where he now is,) in 1848. Nobody, surely, will commit thf 
mistake of confounding either gentleman with the present worthy rector of West Derby.
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Having been acquired by the Church of England, the chapel was opened 
and consecrated in 1841. Some changes and repairs were then made upon 
it. These enabled it to be used for several years as a place of worship in 
connexion with the Establishment. But in process of time, the old struc 
ture was taken down, and now, in its stead, there meets the eye, a large 
and handsome edifice in the Gothic style fronting the west, * with a tall 
and elegant spire, and standing almost close to the brink of the terminus 
of the London and North Western Railway. In its present form, the 
church was opened and consecrated in 1848.

Since becoming connected with the Established Church, St. Simon's has 
had for its active and energetic incumbent, the Rev. John R. Conor, M.A., 
who had previously for some time taken charge of a congregation, meet 
ing for religious worship, in the small chapel, Sir Thomas's Buildings; that 
chapel having, during his ministrations there, borne temporarily the name 
of St. Simon's.

6. St. Mary's, Harrington Street.

Concerning this building, which appears never to have been a place of 
much consequence, a few remarks may suffice.

Moss, in his "History of Liverpool," 1795, thus describes it, "This 
chapel is situate in Harrington Street, and has nothing outwardly to recom 
mend it to notice. It is a plain, decent chapel; has a flight of stairs to the 
galleries from the principal entrance; these galleries are supported by seven 
slender iron columns; the whole is well lighted by large windows with cir 
cular heads. Three small compositions in plaister ornament the ceiling. 
There is a good organ over the west gallery, and on the face thereof under 
neath is a small king's arms. There is no chancel : a flat neat altar is all 
that is seen, with a few external ornaments; and [there is] a picture of the 
Ascension in oil placed in a circle, which appears to have been the perform 
ance of a capital master." p. 151.

We are indebted to Mr. Herdman, for having, in his splendid " Pictorial 
Relics," 1844, supplied us with the following additional particulars in re 
gard to St. Mary's: " There was a church formerly in Harrington,

* It occupies more ground than its predecessor reaching from Silver Street to White 
Mill Street.
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(originally Castle Hey), built * by a Rev. Mr. Bragg, a clergyman of 
Liverpool. It was a brick building, on the right hand side, just below 
Marshall Street, f now converted into warehouses. (' On the site of this 
church, Downward and Mann's sugar-house was built.' { Author). It was 
called St. Mary's. The people who left St. Mary's obtained the old meet 
ing-house in Key Street from the Unitarians, which was consecrated by the 
name of St. Matthew's Church. MSS. of Dr. Raffles." Again, "we have 
been informed on living authority, that St. Mary's Church, Harrington 
Street, was strictly Church of England ; and that the congregation did not 
remove to any other place of worship but became dispersed. The church 
was licensed, but not consecrated." These quotations constitute two notes 
at the bottom of page 48 of Mr. Herdman's work.

On perusing what precedes, one can not help cherishing a wish for some 
what more information as to the views and movements of those who fre 
quented this extinct place of worship.

All that I would remark further, in reference to St. Mary's, Harrington, 
is, that it was opened for divine worship, on-the 10th day of March, 1776, §

* Lacey says, " Pictorial Liverpool," p. 79, that it " was a Dissenting Chapel" in Har 
rington Street, that was opened as a Church, by Mr. Bragg, in 177(1. Consequently the 
building must have been erected previous to that time. Could this have been the 
original " Castle Hey Chapel" of the Presbyterians, or, at all events, could Mr. Bragg's 
Church have been raised on its site ? Observe, <( there was no chancel.'*

 f How could this be ? Marshall Street, as I remember it, 1823-1825, reached only 
from Cable Street to Lord Street. To render the quotation consistent with fact, John 
Street, or a portion of it must have been called Marshall Street. A little explanation 
may set it all to rights. In the oldest maps of Liverpool, it will be observed that Johu 
Street extended only from Dale Street to Harrington Street; and that Love Lane termi 
nated at Cable Street. There was then no prolongation of John Street into Lord Street 
on the one hand, or of Love Lime into Lord Street on the other. John Street and Love 
Lane were, however, in due time connected; a Street having been run directly from the 
one to the other, through Lord Street. To the whole of this it is shewn by one map, 
now in the Athenceum Library, that the name of Marshall Street was given. During the 
period when it was so named, St. Mary's was fitly described as being in Harrington Street, 
"just below Marshall Street." Afterwards, " New John Street" was the nnme applied to 
that portion of Marshall street which extended from Harrington Street to Lord Street; 
Marshall Street, from that time until the widening of the whole line of street, having been 
confined to the part lying between Lord Street and Cable Street. Now we find " North 
Johu Street" the common name of all that section which runs from Dale to Lord Street; 
and " South John Street," of what formerly bore the names of Marshall Street, Love 
Lane, and Traftbrd Lane. In the maps of Liverpool, for 1803 and 1807, St. Mary's 
Church will be seen placed in Harrington Street, between "New John's Street," (Nortli 
John Street), and " Doran Lane."

{ Burnt down, if I mistake not, about 1819.
§ See Lacey, p. 70. Also, the " Annals" in Gore's Directory. Was not 1777 rather 

the year in which the opening of St. Mary's took place ?
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find was taken down in March, 1809; that during its existence, it is always 
found enumerated among the churches and chapels belonging to the Estab 
lishment in the Liverpool directories; and that the only clergymen whom 
I can discover to have regularly officiated in it, were the Rev. Joseph 
Bragg, * and the Rev. John Vickers, or Viccars; the former from its 
opening, until about 1804, and the latter for some time subsequently. 
In 1807, it seems to have had no stated chaplain.

7. St. Matthias, (former and present).

Few, if any, public edifices in Liverpool have had so ephemeral an exist 
ence, and of few is the existence, such as it was, so little known as that 
of the former church of St. Matthias, f

Probably, one of the chief means of bringing it under the notice of future 
generations, will be Gage's map of Liverpool, 1835. A glance at that very 
valuable document will serve to shew, that it had on two sides of it one of 
the public ways denominated Love Lane, I having been likewise bounded by 
Emma-Anne and Thornton Streets. The Leeds and Liverpool Canal was 
in close proximity to it. As I believe the lane and streets to which I have 
just alluded are all now swept away, the enquirer, unable to discover its where 
abouts otherwise, may be directed to look for it on Gage's map, a little to 
the northward of the Borough Gaol, and to the eastward of Great Howard 
Street.

This church, which was exceedingly neat, but low and unimposing in 
its appearance, contained 1,050 sittings, of which 500 were free. It was 
opened in July, 1834.

The Rev. John B. Winstanley, M.A.,[| an exceedingly amiable young

* A respected friend informs me, that in his younger days, St. Mary's was familiarly 
and commonly spoken of as " Bragg's Church;" and that Mr. Bragg's religious senti 
ments were considered peculiar.

t It was intended originally to have home another name at least, so says the 
Liverpool Mercury, when giving an account of the laying of the foundation stone.

I Love Lane, at St. Matthias' Church, soutb east corner, was bent nearly into the 
form of a right angle.

|| Son of the Rev. Calvin Winstanley, M.A., (called Calvert Winstanley, in the Liver 
pool directories of 1796 and 1800), who officiated as curate of Trinity Church here, 
from 1791 or 179.1 till 1812. Mr. Winstanley, sen., who died between twenty and thirty 
years ago, was well known and extremely successful as a teacher of youth. His school 
room in 1823, and following years, was in Duke Street, nearly opposite Rathbone Street. 
He was a man of more than ordinary ability, and possessed considerable learning, aa is 
evident from his " Elementa Graminatica Ciceroniana," 1802, and " A Vindication of 
certain passages in the English Version of the New Testament," 1805. Some remarks
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man, and possessed of respectable, if not even superior abilities, with whom 
I had a slight acquaintance, was its first minister. Having been appointed 
chaplain to the St. James' Cemetery where he died suddenly about 1836,  
he was succeeded by the Rev. Edward Spencer, A.B. This gentleman 
also was, for some time after Mr. Winstanley's death, officiating minister at 
the St. James' Cemetery. The Rev. Richard Walker, incumbent of Great 
Crosby, was, in 1844, nominated also to the incumbency of St. Matthias.

After a very brief occupancy of the then recently erected place of 
worship on the part of Mr. Walker, operations connected with the for 
mation of the terminus, and the construction of warehouses of the Liverpool 
and Bury, and other Railways, having rendered its demolition necessary, it, 
along with many private houses, was pulled down.* Streets even were at 
the same time obliterated. A great change has been the result. Indeed, 
the whole aspect of that locality has been made to undergo so complete an 
alteration, that I would defy any person conversant with it twenty years 
ago, and now re-visiting it for the first time after having been absent from 
Liverpool during that interval, by any possibility to recognize it.

According to agreement, a new church also called St. Matthias was 
erected by the railway company, instead of the one which it was intended to 
demolish. In March, 1848, the foundation-stone was laid, and it was 
consecrated in April, 1849. Its exterior, which is Gothic, and some 
what elevated, differs totally from that of its predecessor; but as the 
amount of the sittings is 1,070, it will be observed, by looking back a few 
sentences, that the internal capacity of the former and present structures is 
not very dissimilar. The present St. Matthias is situated in Great Howard 
Street, between Vulcan and Porter Streets.

Mr. Walker resides at Crosby, and the Rev. George Aspinall, Ph.D., 
officiates as curate.

on the use of the subjunctive mood in Latin, which occur in a small Latin Grammar of 
his, and which I saw several years ago, struck me as valuable and useful. Mr. Winstanley 
became the object of much public sympathy, in consequence of one of his daughters 
having been killed by the felling of a chimney, on the night of the great storm of 
December 3rd and 4th, 1823.

* Bather, the former St. Matthias was burnt clown. No doubt it had been doomed to 
destruction, and the foundation-stone of its successor had been laid; but, subsequently 
to the last named event, it took fire accidentally, April 10th, 1848, and was completely 
demolished: thus anticipating, as it were, its own sentence of condemnation. For 
directing my attention to this fact and two others, I gratefully acknowledge myself in 
debted to my friend, Dr. Hume.
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8. St. George's.

St. George's Church, as may be seen by a reference to any of our guide 
books, occupies the site of the old castle of Liverpool. Although generally 
stated, it is not we suspect generally understood, that the church of the 
present day is not that which once caught the eye, and excited the admira 
tion, as well of the inhabitant of the town as of the passing stranger.*

Such a minute description of the former St. George's Church is given in 
Moss's " History," pp. 136 139, as to supersede entirely the necessity 
of my entering into details. Parties who cannot procure Moss, may consult 
Enfleld, Troughton,  (  Smithers, or Baines. Lacey, pp. 257 and 258, com 
bines a satisfactory account of the church as it formerly was, with a brief 
narrative of the changes which it has undergone. Still a few remarks may 
be permitted.

The former St. George's Church was completed and consecrated in 1734. 
Views of it may be seen in Enfield's and Herdman's works. Its spire 
having been considered dangerous, on account of the unevenness of the 
foundation on which it rested, { was taken down in the summer of ] 809. § 
And I remember that the church itself was rebuilt piece-meal, after my 
coming to Liverpool in 1833. I say piece-meal. For, instead of throwing 
it down entirely, and then commencing the work of reconstruction, first 
one wall was taken down, and then another the renovation of the exterior 
thus going on gradually, and the interior, in the meanwhile, being allowed 
to remain. The end wall towards Lord Street, is placed several feet more 
to the east than formerly was the case. In its present form, the church was 
re-opened for divine service, Sunday, September llth, 1825.||

  Besides having an exterior that is attractive and imposing, and being got 
up in a style of great elegance internally, St. George's has other claims on

* " The Church, on its completion, was spoken of as one of the handsomest in the 
Kingdom." Lacey.

f Whose account is minute, and critically excellent.
{It had been built on the site of the old moat.
§ " The first stone of the new tower was laid on the 9th March, 1819, by J. Blundell 

Hollingshead, Esq., Mayor, W. Molyneux, and N. Bobinson, Esquires, Bailiffs." Lacey, 
p. 257. See also " Annals."

|j Lacey acquaints us, p. 258, that, " the steeple, previous to 1833, was considerably 
higher than at present, and terminated in a vane representing St. George and the Dragon. 
In a storm which occurred that year, November 29, it was materially shaken, and was for 
some time observed to vibrate in the gale. It was found necessary to take down part of 
tlie steeple, and complete it, as it now is. Its height is 214 feet." 

L
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our notice. It is the place of worship at which the mayor and corporation 
attend officially, and is honoured, during assize-time, by the presence of 
the judges. Its choir is excellent.

Several clergymen who have obtained subsequently the highest ecclesias 
tical preferments in the gift of the corporation,* have had an opportunity 
at St. George's, in the capacity of Chaplains and Lecturers, of previously 
edifying their patrons.  ]  Indeed, the history of the ministers of this church 
is, in a majority of instances, the history of rectors of Liverpool. The Kev. 
Henry Wolstenholme, J author of two volumes of sermons, who was chap 
lain from 1734 till 1752; the Rev. Thomas Maddock, M.A.,§ (see Gilbert 
Wakefield's " Memoirs" respecting the period of his residence here), who 
officiated in the same capacity from 1752 till 1771; the Kev George Hod- 
son, 1780 till 1784; the Rev. Samuel Renshaw, M.A., || 1784 till 1794 ; and 
the Rev. Robert Hankinson Roughsedge,1T M.A., (chaplain for some months

* No longer so, the advowson to the Rectory being sold.
t Scarcely any member of this Society can be ignorant of the recent appearance of n 

work, entitled, "Liverpool, a few years since: by an Old Stager. London: Whittaker & Co. 
Liverpool: Deighton & Laughton. 1852." The book consists of twenty-five chapters, 
and extends to 159 pages. A copy of it was, by the politeness of Mr. Mather, presented 
to the Society, at its meeting in November. Although light in its texture, and dealing 
with the subjects of which it treats in the dashing, sketchy, off-hand manner, which best 
suits the readers of a newspaper, (its chapters made their appearance originally in the 
columns of the " Liverpool Albion,") it has many claims on our attention and regard. 
Leaving to others to expatiate on its easy, graceful, and gentlemanlike style, (only 
sparkling with by far too many false gems, and condescending to borrow by far too 
largely from the copious vocabulary of slang,) and on the happy manner in which 
it has embalmed many persons and events too evanescent otherwise to have escaped 
the ravaging influence of time, it is enough for my present purpose to observe, 
that its notices, generally and necessarily very brief, of the Liverpool clergy of a 
former day, are not among the least of its recommendations. As far as I am competent 
to judge, from personal knowledge of the parties mentioned, the delineations given ore 
not merely graphic, but characterised by truth and impartiality. I shall moke some use 
of the work in the way of reference. By the bye, is it not to a well-known and talented 
clergyman we will not say where that we are indebted for this clever production ?

J Absurdly spoken of as " Rector of St. Nicholas," by Smithers. He was one of the 
" Hectors of Liverpool," from 1752 till his death in 1771.

§ While minister of St. George's, he published, 1771, a Sermon, entitled," Religion 
Necessary to the Being and Happiness of Society."

|| Author of " Sermons " published 1792.
H The " Old Stager," chapter xx., pages 116 119, of his book, speaking of Messrs. 

Renshaw and Roughsedge, gives us some amusing and characteristic strokes, especially 
of the latter of them. We cannot but smile at the finale of the somewhat odd rencontre 
between the Bishop and the Ventriloquist. I well remember the two clerical gentlemen 
whose names have suggested this present note, when far advanced in life. Mr. Renshaw 
was of middling stature; Mr. Roughsedge was rather short, and exceedingly thin. Their 
respective characters seem to me, to have been fairly and happily sketched. I 
recollect the circumstance, first of Bishop Law, and afterwards of Bishop Blomfield,
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of 1794), were all successively promoted from the living of St. George's to 
the incumbency of the parish. The Eev. Thomas Fishwick, 1771 till 1780 ; 
the Eev. Thomas Blundell,* 1795 till 1812; the Eev. Dr. Hodson, and the 
Eev. John Boughey Monk, M.A., the present minister, constitute the 
exceptions to the rale of promotion which, while the advowson to the recto 
ries was in the hands of the corporation, prevailed with respect to the chap 
lains of St. George's.

Speaking of those whose previous services at this church secured to them, 
ns vacancies occurred, a translation to the superior parochial livings, we are 
led irresistibly to say something of the two present worthy rectors, the Eev. 
Jonathan Brooks, M.A., Archdeacon of Liverpool, and one of the vice-pre 
sidents of our society, and the Rev. Augustus Campbell, M.A. Mr. Brooks, 
after having acted as lecturer at St. George's from 1813, succeeded Dr. 
Hodson, as chaplain, about 1822; and Mr. Campbell, who had been suc 
cessively rector of Wallasey, and vicar of Child wall, was appointed to the 
lectureship at St. George's, about 1827. Messrs. Eenshawf and Eoughsedge, 
the joint-parish incumbents, having died within a short time of each other, 
in the autumn of 1829, both medieties of the rectory thereby became 
vacant. Mr. Brooks almost immediately, and Mr. Campbell shortly after 
wards, | were elected by the common council to supply their places. And 
well have both gentlemen justified the sagacity of their patrons. Whether

staying each for a brief space with Hector Eoughsedge. By the way, the house in which 
he resided, and where the scene between the Bishop and Alexandra occurred, is the 
high and somewhat imposing mansion in Mount Pleasant, which stands third from 
Benson Street, as you go up towards Rodney Street. . Next to it, and immediately above 
it, is the house which was long occupied by Mr. John Bourne, Mayor of Liverpool, 
1812, 1813, and which subsequently came into the possession of Mr. Deane, the 
Attorney. Mr. Roughsedge's name was, if I recollect right, pronounced Rusledije.

* Respecting Mr. Thomas Blundell, of St. George's, (not Mr. Blundell of St. Anne's, 
whose Christian name was William,) a few interesting remarks are dropped, in "Liver 
pool, a few years since," page 124. Mr. Mawdsley, Castle Street, has been good enough 
to inform me, that, to the best of his knowledge and belief, the Messrs. Blundell, 
William and Thomas, were cousins, and descendants of Bryan Blundell, the venerated 
founder of our Blue Coat School. A brother of the Rev. William Blundell, Bryan 
Blundell, Esq., held a high situation in the Custom House.

+ " That kind-hearted man, Rector Renshaw," says the " Old Stager," p. 33, " lived 
bere," Bold Street, " in a corner house, with its door opening upon Newington Bridge."

I To the chaplaincy of St. George's, and consequently to higher preferment, the infe 
rior grade of lecturer was generally preliminary, and, looking at the established practice, 
might almost have been deemed indispensable. Dr. Hodson conformed to the rule ; so 
likewise did Archdeacon Brooks. It was not until he had been about nine years lecturer, 
that the latter was elevated to the rank of chaplain. Mr. Campbell's case, it strikes me, is 
the only one in which a clergyman stepped all at once from the St. George's lectureship, 
into the rectory of the parish.
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regarded as a clergyman, a magistrate, or a citizen, the claims of Mr. 
Brooks to distinction are unquestionable. Few events have been hailed 
with more pleasure, not merely by members of the Established Church, but 
by the community at large, than his elevation to the archdeaconry of 
Liverpool.* Copious reports of the sermons delivered by him on public 
occasions, always find their way into the newspapers. Nor are Mr. Camp- 
bell's literary and scientific attainments less conspicuous than those of his 
respected colleague. A sermon preached by him about 1824 or 1825, be 
fore the then Lord Bishop of Chester, (now Bishop of London), while he 
was rector of Wallasey, and subsequently published, attracted considerable 
notice at the time. Another production of his, which has since appeared, 
has contributed to deepen and strengthen the favourable impression which 
the former one had produced. Both rectors are decidedly men of business; 
and are remarkable for the tact, dignity, and impartiality with which they 
preside at parish and vestry meetings.

One other gentleman, ranking among the chaplains of St. George's of a 
former day, is entitled to special mention at our hands. I mean the Rev. 
Frodsham Hodson, D.D. f It may be interesting to the members of the 
society to be informed, that Liverpool claims him as her own, he having 
first seen the light here in 1770. His father, the Rev. George Hodson, after 
having been in succession lecturer and chaplain at St. George's, occupied the 
place of one of the parish rectors from 1784 till 1794, (April). Young 
Hodson's career at college gave promise of future eminence. Along with 
the Rev. Thomas Blundell as chaplain, he was chosen lecturer of St. 
George's in 1795. t To the chaplaincy he succeeded in 1812 or 1813. 
Prior to that time, however, 1809, his great merits and attainments had 
occasioned his appointment to the dignity of Principal of Brazen-Nose Col 
lege in the University of Oxford. Under the circumstances, constant resi 
dence in Liverpool, on Dr. Hodson's part, was out of the question. An

* Mr. Brooks is the 6rst clergyman by whom this preferment has been held.
t Easily distinguishable from William Ballantyne Hodgson, LL.D., who, from about 

1839, was for eight or nine years first secretory, and then principal of the Mechanics' 
Institution, Liverpool.

J Not only had one mediety of the rectory been vacated by the death of Dr. Hodson's 
father, which Mr. Benshaw hnd been chosen to fill in May 1704, but the death of 
the Rev. Thomas Dannett, the other rector, soon afterwards, had occasioned the promo 
tion of Mr. Roughsedge to the vacnnt office. In this way, two clergymen were required 
for the charges at St. George'a.
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assistant chaplain, in the first instance, the Rev. James Hamer, M.A.,* and 
subsequently the Rev. William Pulford, D.D., discharged in his absence, the 
duties which devolved on him at St. George's. His death took place 1821 
or 1822. Dr. Hodson, in addition to his clerical and academical rank, is 
understood to have been the representative of an old and respectable family 
in Cheshire, f

The remainder of the history of the clergy of St. George's need not de 
tain us long. When Mr. Brooks became chaplain 1822, the Eev. James 
Case, M.A., was appointed lecturer. A disease of the eye amaurosis, 
I believe put a stop, at an early period, to his clerical career. His suc 
cessor was Mr. Campbell. And on the election of Mr. Brooks, and Mr. 
Campbell to the joint-rectory in 1829, the Rev. J. B. Monk, and the Rev. 
T. G. Leigh were nominated respectively to the vacated situations of 
chaplain and lecturer, the former of which Mr. Monk still retains.

It appears by the report of Mr. Shuttleworth, the present town clerk, to 
which I have once already had occasion to allude, that, in terms of an Act

* A few interesting lines respecting this gentleman, and the brevity of his career, will 
be found m the earlier part of the xxi. chapter of the " Old Stager's " book. See page 
124.

t Upon none of the clergy whom he notices, does the " Old Stager " dwell longer, or 
with more intense delight, thuu on Frodsham Hodson. He evidently writes about 
him con amore. Anecdotes of him, and strictures on his talents and character, occupy 
by far the greater portion of his xxi. chapter. Well, indeed, might this able writer 
bave been attracted fascinated, I might say by such a man. Never, perhaps, has a 
brighter star, in respect of strength of intellect and scholastic attainments, graced the 
theological galaxy of the "good old Town." Frodsham Hodson was in himself a host. 
He might not be particularly pious. His demeanour, in the University might be rather 
too overbearing and imperious. But he was emphatically, what Thomas Carlyle so 
much desiderates, a man. He might be undervalued and overlooked in Liverpool; but 
bis academical contemporaries understood and appreciated him. He possessed the stuff 
of which rising men are made, and there can be BO doubt, thut, had his life been spared, 
his highest ambition would have been crowued with success. No wonder that su^h a 
man has arrested the "Old Stager's" attention. No wonder that he speaks of him with 
gusto. Such of his readers as knew the man, will, I have every reason to think, be 
ready to participate with the author equally in his admiration and his regret.

Knowing as I do the lively interest with which spots that have been hallowed by the 
residence, or even by the footsteps of the illustrious deceased are apt to be regarded, 
and believing Dr. Hodson to have been, out of sight, one of the most illustrious clergy 
men, if not the most so, in an intellectual point of view, whom Liverpool has produced, 
1 may mention, that, by means of the local Directories, we are able to point to his several 
places of abode here after having been appointed to St. George's, 1795. 1st. In 1796 
and 1800, he resided at 13, Great George's Street. 2nd. In 1803, 4, 5, and 7, his place 
of abode was in Duke Street, No. 7'-!, or 74, or 76, for it is variously stated. (Was not 
this the large long house in Duke Street, corner of Suffolk Street, purchased by John 
M'Culloch, Esq., surgeon, about 1811, and inhabited by him for many years afterwards?) 
During these periods, he was a lodger with Elizabeth Hodson, I presume his mother or 
sister. 3rd. Probably after his marriage, he took up his abode at 30, Mount 1'leasant.
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of Parliament passed in 1838, instead of two ministers, a chaplain and a lec 
turer, St. George's has now, and is to have in future but one incumbent. Iii 
1838, Mr. Monk and Mr. Leigh filled the two charges. Only on occasion 
of the death or resignation of either, were the provisions of the Act just 
spoken of to begin to take effect. Mr. Leigh's resignation of the lecture 
ship at St. George's was the result, several years ago, of his being promoted 
to the Vicarage of Walton. This left Mr. Monk sole minister. Certain alter 
ations with regard to stipend have been consequent on his altered position. 
It may be worth while to mention, that he is the last individual who will 
have been indebted for the living of this church to our municipal body. 
" The advowson and right of presentation to the church," formerly belong 
ing to the corporation, " was sold on the 4th of December, 1839, to 
Mr. John Fletcher, for the sum of £715." Report, p. 12.

To what goes before, common report enables me to add, that the right 
of presentation to this Church has recently been purchased by Mr. John 
Bramley-Moore.

9. All Saints, now St. Joseph's, R.C.

" This church," we are told in the work entitled, " Pictorial Liverpool," 
published by Henry Lacey in 1844, "is situated in Grosvenor Street, Eose 
Place, and occupies the site of a once famous tennis court.* It was erected 
in 1797, and was opened for divine service in 1798. It has accommoda 
tion for 2,000 persons, -f- The church has not been consecrated, and is only 
licensed. The dimensions are 100 feet by 48." Seep. 261.

There I find him to have stayed, at all events on occasion of his visits to Liverpool, in 
1810, 11, 13, and 10. Subsequently, until the period of his death, Oxford was exclu 
sively his place of residence. The Nos. of houses given, must be understood, not 
according to the present, but the former mode of reckoning.

I cannot dismiss this note, perhaps already too long, without acquainting my readers, 
that by the zeal and sedulous care of Mr. Jones, a former librarian at the Athenanim, 
and father of the gentleman who so worthily and efficiently at present discharges the 
duties of the office, that Institution possesses a series of Liverpool Directories, from 
1766, when the first was published, till the present time. This collection, as it is 
unique, so is it also said to be perfect. There are, however, two large and long lacunte 
in it, the one between 1781 and 1700, and the other between 1790 and 1796. Was no 
Directory published during either the one, or the other of these intervals ?

* Troughton says, " This church was originally a tennis court; but falling into disuse, 
it was purchased and converted into a place of worship. It is commodious and nent 
 withiu, but the exterior is uncouth and irregular." p. 384. Our friend and colleague, 
Thomas Moore, Esq. informs me, that he has a distinct recollection of having been 
drilled in that tennis court, with his brother volunteers, during the first French revolu 
tionary war, prior to the erection of the church.

t"It will accommodate 3,600 persons, and is well attended." Troughton's History.
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Thus briefly is dismissed the history of an edifice, many circumstances 
connected with which justify a more minute and detailed notice, on the 
part of those who have occasion to treat of local religious affairs.

It is understood to have been built expressly for the Rev. Robert Ban 
ister, A.B , (who had for some time been one of the parish curates, and in 
that capacity had become exceedingly popular,) by his attached friends. If I 
am not misinformed, it was originally intended that this gentleman should 
have been minister of Christ Church.* When, however, in consequence of 
the currency of reports to which it is undesirable and unnecessary more 
particularly to advert, Mr. Houghton, the builder of that noble edifice, f 
saw meet to change his mind on the subject, the late Mr. Richard Walker, 
and some others, who espoused Mr. Banister's cause, and considered him 
to have been ill-used, erected "All Saints," and made a present of it to 
him. Trough ton says, p. 384, that the church " was purchased by the 
Rev. Robert Banister, A.B., sole proprietor, and the present incumbent."}:

Possession of this church Mr. Banister retained, and in it he continued 
to officiate, until his death, April 3rd, 1829. For a long series of years, he 
was probably the most popular minister in Liverpool. Although nominally 
in connexion with the Church of England, his attachment to it appears to 
have been by no means particularly strong. Not only was the building 
allowed to remain unconsecrated during his lifetime, and were modifica 
tions of the liturgy introduced, but for some time before his death, I have 
reason to think that he performed divine service, without an episcopal 
license. One thing I know, that he occasionally admitted dissenters to his 
pulpit. I remember distinctly having heard the well-known William Gadsby, 
of Manchester, a Baptist minister, preach there one week-day evening, 
in the year 1820 ; and having accompanied the late Mr. William Rushton, 
jun. and Mr. Gadsby after sermon into the vestry, where I was intro 
duced to Mr. Banister, and where I saw him paid for the use of his 
church by Mr. Rushton.

Want of time and space prevents me from dwelling at length on the

  The report is confirmed by the language of Lacey, in his " Pictorial Liverpool," 
p. 84.

t Opened 1798 as a dissenting place of worship, or, at all events, as a chapel in which 
tlie service of the Church of England was to be used with some modifications. Subse 
quently, however, 1800, it was consecrated. Troughton mentions its cost as having 
been £18,000 and upwards.

J This author's History of Liverpool appeared in 1810.
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character aud labours of Mr. Banister. This circumstance I deeply regret. 
The gentleman in question acted in his time too conspicuous a part, and 
his local influence over the so-called Evangelical portion of a whole genera 
tion of Churchmen was too great, to justify any one treating professedly of 
Liverpool men, and Liverpool affairs, especially those of a religious 
nature, in passing him over, or even in bestowing upon him only a brief 
and cursory notice. To the necessities of the case alone do I submit. Not 
that Mr. Banister was a man of brilliant or commanding talents. Quite 
the reverse. As I saw him in advanced life, he had a heavy, although not 
entirely unintellectual look; and according to the best information which I 
can obtain, he never had any pretensions to rank among those who have 
stood high, and been distinguished in the art of oratory. Mr. Banister 
was, I suspect, one qualified to shine only in the absence of his superiors, 
or, rather, by contrast with his inferiors.

Velut inter ignes 
Luna nimores.

Mr. Samuel Walter, nephew of the late Mr. Lewin of Liverpool, who for 
many years was a Swedenhorgian minister and a teacher of youth in this town, 
tells me, that our present subject was slow and deliberate, sometimes even 
apparently cold and unimpassioned in his utterance. Altogether, he says, a 
preacher of whom it could not with truth have been asserted, that he was 
an eloquent man. What, then, constituted the secret of the power which 
for a long time he wielded and exercised over large, attentive, and 
deeply interested auditories ? Without superior abilities without rhetori 
cal artifices and flourishes without any thing peculiarly dignified or striking 
in his personal appearance what was the magic by which for years he 
charmed and captivated hundreds, I might be justified in saying thousands 
of his townsmen ? It may be replied, by the subject-matter of his dis 
courses. The answer, I believe, to he a correct one. At a time when 
" Extract of Blair," to use the " Old Stager's " phrase,* was regarded by 
too many of the Established Clergy both in and out of Liverpool, (and by 
too many Dissenting Ministers likewise,) as a panacea for every moral and

* "Nothing was heard from our own pulpits but what might have passed muster at 
Athens, or been preached without offence in the mosque of Constantinople. In fact, 
' Extract of Blair' was the dose administered, Suuday after Sunday, by drowsy preachers 
to drowsy congregations. If it did no harm, it did no good." Liverpool, a few years 
since, p. 109. As regards Blairism, see further what is said by this clever writer, when 
speaking of oiie of our beneficed clergymen, of a former day, at page 116.
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spiritual malady, and copiously administered by them to their hearers accord 
ingly,* Mr. Banister took a different course. Along with the Rev. W. Wise, 
then incumbent of St. James', f he put to the test the efficacy of another 
mode of treatment. He proclaimed the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ as the sole grounds of hope towards God to guilty man; and followed 
up the proclamation by appeals to the conscience founded on these revealed 
and heavenly verities. One effect of this, in Mr. Banister's case, was to 
elevate him to the rank of the most popular Church Clergyman of his day. 
Combined with the attractions of the doctrine which he preached, there was, 
I have been told and this especially in the earlier part of his career some 
thing peculiarly solemn, earnest, and impressive in his manner. Not 
affectedly so, for he was the embodiment of simplicity itself. Still, when 
speaking, he made himself to be felt. The way in which lie read the ser 
vice of the Church was easy, familiar, and even conversational, but it told 
upon his fellow worshippers. Having thus beforehand suitably impressed 
and prepared their minds, he delivered to them a plain, forcible and scrip 
tural sermon. Need we, when made acquainted with these particulars, feel 
astonished at his success ? Mr. Walter, who knew Mr. Banister well, and to 
whom I have been indebted for much information concerning him, has been 
kind enough to inform me, that a reason far more creditable to that gen 
tleman, than the one commonly assigned namely, his faithfulness and 
fearless honesty in dealing with the conscience of his intended patron cost 
him the living of Christ Church. Let this be recorded to his honour.

Some time after Mr. Banister's death in 1829, All Saints came into the 
possession of the Eev. Henry Tudsbury Turner, a truly excellent man, then 
having deacons' orders in the Church of England. This gentleman has since 
been admitted to full orders by the present Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
is now settled at Bardsley, Ashton-under-Lyne. What followed Mr. Tur 
ner's temporary occupation of All Saints is so singular, and brings on the

* I cannot conceive anything better, or more happily expressed, than the estimate of 
"Blair's (Hugh) Sermons," given by the "Old Stager," at page 108, of his volume, 
almost immediately afier the passage just quoted.

+ Oue of the few mistakes, (as far as known to me,) committed by the "Old Stager," 
is when be says, at the commencement of chapter xix.: " None of the Evangelical clergy 
had then," 40 or 50 years since, " appeared in this district, to stimulate the pace of the 
old-fashioned jog-trot High Churchiren." He happens to have forgotten tbat first Mr. 
Wise, at St. James', and then, when his star began to pale in the ascendant, Mr. Ban 
ister, had, as " the salt of" the Established Church here, kept it from a state of absolute 
putrefaction. They were not certainly fiery zealots; but they were calm, conscientious, 
decided, efficient men.
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tapis a person of such notoriety, that we may well be indulged in some 
copiousness of detail.

Towards the end of the year 1827, there appeared in Liverpool, the Rev. 
George Montgomery West.* This individual, a native of Ireland, and for 
some time labouring as a local preacher among the Wesleyan Methodists 
there, had visted the United States of America, and been brought into con 
tact -with the Right Rev. Philander Chase, then Bishop of Ohio, in con 
nexion with the American Episcopal Church. By this Bishop, who had 
been struck with his eloquence and other ministerial gifts, and to whom he 
had been specially recommended by Lord Kenyon, and other influential 
personages in England, first deacons' and then priests' orders were conferred 
on Mr. West, in 1827. f To the former orders, he was admitted stub dio, 
or, to use the bishop's phraseology in his official letters, "beneath the 
spreading trees of Marriott Park, in view of Kenyon College, on the banks 
of Vernon River, near Gambier, Knox County, State of Ohio, North 
America." Fortified with the Bishop's credentials, as well as with commis 
sions on the part of that prelate, to act as his chaplain, and to raise funds 
throughout the British Islands, for the purpose of assisting in the erection 
of the buildings of Kenyon College, Mr. West returned to this country.

The American Bishops deriving their authority, partly from a gentleman 
who had been consecrated by prelates of the Scottish Episcopal Church, 
after the acknowledgment of the Independence of the United States in 
1783, \ but principally from parties consecrated in this country by the 
hierarchy of the Church of England, under powers specially granted by an 
Act of Parliament passed in 1787, the validity of Mr. West's ordination 
was at once and unhesitatingly recognised on this side of the Atlantic. §

* A.M. of Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio. The following copy of the diploma issued 
oy this infant Academical institution of our Transatlantic friends, may not be unaccepta 
ble or uninteresting to some members of the Society: "Praeses et Professores Collegii 
in Bepublica, Ohio, omnibus literarum studiosis: Salutem in Domino sempiternam. 
Vobis notum sit, quod Dominum GEOBGIDM MONTGOMERY WEST, titulo, graduque 
Artium liberalium Magistri adornavimus et condecoravimus, et ei fruenda contulimus 
omnia et singula privilegia, honores atque dignitates quse ubique gentium ad eundem 
gradum pertinent. Cujus sigilluni et autographum pnesidis in testimonium sint. Datum 
ex sedibus academicis," (query, was any permanent building then in existence?) "die 
undevigesimo Junii, anno solutis millesimo octingeutesimo, vigesinio septimo.

PHILANDER CHASE." L.S.
+ On the 10th and 17th days of June, 1827, respectively.
J See Bishop Skinner, of Aberdeen's History of the Scottish Episcopalians.
§ Notwithstanding, by the way, some great and very serious changes made in the 

language of the liturgy, as used in the United States. Changes, I mean beyond those 
which were absolutely required by the republican nature of the American Institutions.
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Admission to the pulpits of the Established Church followed as a matter of 
course. Eapidly did he make his way to public favour; and of no preacher 
in this locality at the time could it be alleged with truth, that he was 
more decidedly popular. Liverpool was one of the principal scenes of his 
ministerial labours. From 1827 till 1830 he was in the habit of constantly 
addressing audiences of our townspeople. St. Mark's, St. Andrew's, and 
other churches have often resounded with his powerful appeals and inspirit 
ing harangues. The best proof of the influence acquired by him is, that 
the Liverpool contributions made, under the sanction of the diocesan and 
clergy,* towards the promotion of the ostensible object for which he had 
come to Europe, were numerous and liberal. Not to Liverpool, or its 
neighbourhood, however, were his exertions confined. The cause of Bishop 
Chase, and Mr. West as his agent, having been espoused by the two Eng 
lish, and the (then) four Irish Archbishops, and a most imposing array of 
their respective suffragans, (besides many of the nobility and gentry), the 
pulpits of many churches were thrown open to Mr. West those of several 
Irish cathedrals among the rest; and copious streams from that never-fail 
ing source, British bounty, continued to flow into the American Episcopal 
exchequer. At last, bearing with him the gifts of the faithful, and com 
mended in the strongest terms, for his efforts in the good cause, Mr. West 
went back to the United States in 1830.

» Mr. West adduces the following documents in proof of this : 1. A letter addressed 
to him by the then Lord Bishop of Chester, Dr. Blomfield, (now Bishop of London), 
the closing sentence of which is " Sincerely wishing that you may be successful to the 
extent of your wantSy and commending you to the protection of Him in whose service 
we are engaged, I remain, Rev. Sir, your faithful .friend and servant, C. .7. CHESTER." 
2. A recommendation of several Liverpool Clergymen. " In consideration of this excel 
lent work, and in consequence of the strong recommendation of our bishop, we, the un 
dersigned, who have had an opportunity of seeing Mr. West, desire to add our names 
and testimony of approbation to his important mission. And we sincerely pray, that, 
through the divine blessing on his labours, the great and laudable object of them may 
speedily meet a full accomplishment, 

" Eichard Blacow, A.M., W. Goddard, A.M.,
T. S. Bowstead, A.M., J. Jones, A.M.,
Jon. Brooks, A.M., William Eawson, A.M., 
B. P. Buddicom, A.M..F.A.S., William Scoresby,
Augustus Campbell, A.M., C. L. Swainson, A.M.,
Ambrose Dawson, B.D., T. Tattershall, A.M.,
C. T. Gladwin, LL.B., H. T. Turner."

The succeeding Bishop of Chester, Dr. Sumner, (1829,) now, 1852, Archbishop of 
Canterbury was also, it appears, friendly to the cause advocated by Mr. West to which 
he presented a donation of £[0; signifying at the same time, how much it would gratify 
him to find that the clergy of his diocese were favourable to the measure, and ready to 
promote its beneficial purpose among their respective congregations.
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What happened on Mr. West's arrival may be cursorily touched on. 
Bishop Chase's reception of his deputy was not exactly the pleasantest in 
the world. A quarrel between the two gentlemen ensued. The Bishop, 
in a report or address delivered by him before the Annual Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal clergy of Ohio, assembled at Gambier, on Wed 
nesday, September 8, 1830, made allegations, or, at all events broad in 
sinuations unfavourable to Mr. West's integrity. That gentleman defended 
himself in a long and clever pamphlet, of 64 pp., published at New York, 
towards the close of the year just named.* A copy of this work, which 
contains a copious Appendix, is now in my possession. Upon the merits 
of the dispute between Bishop Chase and Mr. West, I do not venture to 
pronounce an opinion.

To return to Mr. Turner and the church of All Saints.

This gentleman having taken the church on lease shortly after Mr. 
Banister's death in 1839, and being himself only in deacons' orders, wished 
to combine with his own, the services of some one capable of discharging 
the priestly functions. Mr. West's popularity in Liverpool, as well as 
throughout the kingdom, was not unknown to him. Nay, he had for some 
time ranked himself among that preacher's warmest admirers. Under these 
circumstances, to procure Mr. West's aid and co-operation at All Saints, 
seemed to him to be indispensable to his own success. Whether or not con 
versation on the subject had taken place before that gentleman's return to 
America, I am unable to say. But, at all events, an invitation to him to be 
come joint-pastor was despatched across the Atlantic. He acceded to the 
request. About the beginning of 1831, we find him again in Liverpool; 
and thenceforward, for some time at least, the congregation of All Saints 
was edified by the united ministrations of Mr. Turner and himself.

Singularly enough, Mr. West came back to England, not only as victo 
rious in the controversy which he had maintained with the American pre 
late, but likewise claiming the status and privileges of a bishop for himself. 
Not of the Church of England, but of the Episcopal Church of America, 
or, rather as he afterwards expressed it, of the Primitive Episcopal Church.

* Its title is, " Eeply to certain statements set forth by Bishop Chase, and contained 
in his Heport or Address delivered hefore the Annual Convention of the Protestant Epis 
copal Church in Ohio, on Wednesday, September 8,1830; and afterwards by him pub 
lished in the Gamliier Observer, of September 10, 1830. By George Montgomery West. 
With an Appendix. New York: Printed by William A. Mercein, No. 240, Pearl Street, 
1830."
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His right to this dignity he was not slow in asserting and vindicating. As 
to the grounds on which he rested his claim, these will be found stated and 
urged in his " Reply to Bishop Chase's statements," pp. 26, 29, 84, and 38; 
and in the " Primitive Episcopal Church Magazine," three numbers of 
which appeared in the months of April, May, and June, 1832.f

The following resolutions adopted by the minister, church wardens, and 
vestry of All Saints' Church shew, that Mr. West's claim to the possession 
of Episcopal rank was easily and readily admitted by them : " At a con 
vention, or vestry meeting held at All Saints' Church, Grosvenor Street, 
Liverpool, on the 18th day of February, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty one, after prayer to Almighty God for his guidance and 
blessing, it was UNANIMOUSLY BESOLVED : 

" First, that having read, and maturely considered the several documents 
and other evidences of the consecration of the Rev. George Montgomery 
West, Master of Arts, by the Bishop of Ohio, we are fully convinced of the 
scriptural validity of said consecration; and although the temporality of 
any regular diocese is not necessarily implied, yet we firmly believe, that 
the diocese of Ohio was intended by the Bishop as a consequence of the 
consecration.

" Second, that being sound churchmen, our congregation being large, 
respectable, and increasing, although the church has never heen consecra 
ted, and is not under any Episcopal authority, and being fully satisfied as 
to the qualifications of the Right Rev. George Montgomery West for the 
episcopal office, we now unanimously resolve to communicate these our 
conscientious views to him, accompanied by our respectful and urgent requests 
both on our own behalf, and that of the congregation generally, that he, 
will from henceforth preside over the church and congregation, and that 
should he consent, we will, to the utmost of our power, support the dignity 
of his office.

"(Signed), " H. T. TURNER, Minister,
" WILLIAM BECKETT, )

,-.   [Church Wardens. 
" DANIEL POVAH, I

" To the Right Eeverend
" GEOBGE MONTGOMERY WEST."

t Published by J. Pannell, 24, Byroin Street, Liverpool. A well executed engraving of 
Mr. West is prefixed to the April Number.
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Persons desirous to read the letter which was transmitted to Mr. West 
along with these resolutions, his reply, and the vote of thanks passed in 
consequence, will find the whole in the " Primitive Episcopal Church 
Magazine" for April, 1832, pp. 56 58.

On this footing, Mr. Turner and Mr. West acted as joint-pastors of All 
Saints during the remainder of the year 1831, and for a portion of 1832 : 
Mr. West, in the meantime delivering lectures in favour of the Primitive 
Episcopal Church, in vindication of his own dignity as a bishop, and with a 
view to the introduction of certain alterations into the Book of Common 
Prayer. His popularity was then at its height. Among the working classes, 
it may he described as having been almost unbounded. He could boast also, 
of an augmentation of adherents of a superior grade. During the cur 
rency of the period of which we are now speaking, a most respectable Jew 
ish gentleman, who had been converted to Christianity, and who was offi 
ciating as minister of a Hebrew Church of Christian Israelites, assembling 
for public worship in Sir Thomas' Buildings, placed himself and his church 
under Mr. West's episcopal care and jurisdiction.

In January 1832, was printed, by Mr. Pannell, I believe, the altered 
form of Common Prayer, intended for the use of the " Primitive Episcopal 
Church."* This, as will be seen by looking back to what has been said 
respecting the Octagon, or St. Catherine's Church, was the second improved 

liturgy which had made its appearance in Liverpool.

Early in 1833, occurred the consecration of the church of All Saints, and 
the admission to deacons' and priests' orders, of several individuals, by 
Mr. West and another person claiming the rank and authority of a 
bishop, the following account of which I extract from the Liverpool 
Mercury, of February 24th : " PRIMITIVE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. On 
Wednesday se'nnight," (February 15th), "the Church of All Saints, 
Grosvenor Street, was consecrated by the Rev. T. R. Mathews, D.D., 
one of the bishops of the Primitive Episcopal Church. The Rev. 
George Montgomery West, who is also a bishop of this church, read 
the morning service, after which he robed himself in the full costume 
of his office, and, together with Bishop Mathews, read the consecration 
service at the altar. After an appropriate sermon from Colossians i, 19,

» The Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the Sacraments, and other 
rites and ceremonies of the church, according to the use of the Primitive Episcopal 
Church. Revised in England, in the year of our Redemption, 1831, Ac. &c.
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Bishop Matthews ordained a number of individuals who were candidates 
for holy orders, and they were then admitted to the order of deacons. The 
Primitive Episcopalians reject the Thirty Nine Articles, and have compiled 
a code of doctrines in their stead. A prayer book for the use of the body 
is now in the press. The church of All Saints is the mother church in 
this country; but the Hebrew Congregation of Christian Israelites, accus 
tomed to meet in Sir Thomas' Buildings, have joined the new connexion, 
and their place of worship was consecrated on Friday, the 17th instant, by 
Bishops Mathews and West." What I have to say farther in regard to 
the subject of consecrations and ordinations may be thus summed up:  
St. Clement's Church, (Salem Chapel), Kussell Street, nearly opposite 
Warren Street, was consecrated by Bishoi> West, on Friday, the 30th of 
March; and, likewise, an edifice in Preston, on Friday, the 6th of April. 
On the former occasion, the Bishop admitted a gentleman to deacons' 
orders making altogether seven who had received ordination as deacons or 
priests, at the hands of Dr. (?) Mathews and himself.

Harmony between Messrs. Turner and West does not appear to have 
been of long continuance after the consecration of All Saints. Mr. Turner, 
who was and has always approved himself to be a gentleman of the highest 
integrity and respectability of character, deemed himself compelled, on the 
27th March,* to intimate to Mr. West, the discontinuance of their joint- 
ministerial connexion; informing him also that from that time, he should 
take the duties of All Saints exclusively on his own shoulders. Following 
up this step, Mr. Turner, instead of Mr. West, on the evening of the next 
day, Wednesday the 28th, made his appearance in the pulpit. For a de 
scription of the scene to which this gave rise, one of the most extraordinary 
perhaps ever witnessed in a place of worship, members of the society, who 
are curious to know particulars, must be referred to the other newspapers 
of the time, f if not satisfied with an extract from the columns of the 
Liverpool Mercury, of Friday, the 30th March, 1832, which I have given 
in the note below. *

* 183-2.
t See the Liverpool Journal, of March 31 st, the Albion, of April 2nd, and the Courier, 

of April 4th. Discussions having arisen on the subject, enquirers may consult the 
"Mercury," of April 6th, 20th, and 27th, and the columns of the newspapers first re 
ferred to.

{ After a good deal of preliminary matter, which it is unnecessary to quote, the editor 
thus proceeds : >"The Rev. Mr. Turner, aa we are informed, after repeatedly remonstrat 
ing with his colleague, against the alterations proposed by him in the Book of Common 
Prayer, and also against the doctrines occasionally advanced by him in his sermons, in-
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Mr. West's stay in Liverpool after his rupture with Mr. Turner extended 

to several months. Having heen rallied round by the great majority of 
the congregation, and supported at first by six of the gentlemen on whom 
he had conferred orders, matters for a while appeared to go on prosperously. 
A piece of ground in Soho Street, nearly opposite to Queen Anne Street, on 
which was to be erected a church destined for Mr. West, was bargained for; 
and reports were industriously circulated that money to the amount of three 
thousand pounds had been instantly subscribed for the purchase of the land, 
and the completion of the building. * Every thing seeming to hold out 
the prospect of a succelfeful issue to the undertaking, the foundation stone 
of the intended edifice was laid by Mr. West himself with episcopal pomp, 
and suitable religious rites on Easter Monday, April 23rd, 1832, in pre 
sence of a vast crowd of spectators, whom even a continued and drenching 
rain could not deter from remaining to witness the whole of the imposing 
ceremonial. Until their church could be finished, the Music Hall, Bold Street, 
in its present altered state,! was selected by the members of the society, to be 
their place of meeting for public worship. But, alas ! the shew of prospe 
rity was not of long duration. Subscriptions to the required amount, indeed 
to any available amount, were not forthcoming. And, as " the course of" 
party attachment, whether religious or political, like that " of true love," 
seldom or never, for any length of time, "runs smooth," unpleasant feelings, 
ending in disputes sprang up between Mr. West and his friends. Acrimo-

formed Mm at last that his services would in future be dispensed with ; and that he 
would not be permitted to preach again. On Wednesday last, when the church was as 
usual crowded to overflowing in expectation of the Rev. Mr. West's customary lecture, 
the Rev. Mr. Turner took possession of the pulpit, and prevented his reverend colleague 
from occupying it. The scene which ensued, we are told, baffles all description, and ap 
proached very much in tumult and disorder, to what is said of the recent exhibitions at 
Mr. Irving's chapel in London, the head-quarters of the unknown tongues. The 
" tongues" of men and women were immediately put into requisition, and amidst the 
shouting of the one, and the crying and screaming of the other, the partisans of the 
ejected minister, who formed far the largest part of the congregation, proceeded to pack 
up their cushions, prayer books, bibles, &c., &c. and took their departure ; some of them 
telling the clergyman in the pulpit, that he might preach to the walls if he pleased, for 
they would follow Mr. West wherever he went. The uproar was so great, that it could 
be distinctly heard at some distance from the church ; and persons passing in the streets 
went in to see what could be the occasion of so unbecoming a tumult in a place of wor 
ship." In the No. of April Cth, an article in the Mercury mentions, that " the noise and 
confusion outside of the church did not finally subside until about eleven o'clock at 
night." By some of Mr. West's friends, the accuracy of the Mercury's account was called 
in question.

* It was given out that the church when completed, would accommodate above 2,600
hearers. fifc.->.'    

+ When the paper was submitted to the Society, this was the case; but now the build 
ing no longer exists.
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nious language was uttered from the pulpit. The breach continued widen 
ing. And in this case the irce amantium did not issue in the redintegratio 
amoris. On the contrary, a final and irreconcilable quarrel was the re 
sult. The body was broken up, and Mr. West quitted the town.*

From Liverpool, Mr. West proceeded to Birmingham, where at first he 
met with a very gratifying reception. In that bee-hive of industry, how 
ever, he did not long continue. Having raised an action for defamation of 
character, in which he was successful, he again left Englaud, and set foot on 
the shores of America, in 1834.

Meanwhile, the site of the intended chapel in Soho Street was sold to 
the Baptists, who erected on it a small but neat edifice, of which Mr. Moses 
Fisher, an excellent man who had been for several years pastor of Byrom 
Street Chapel, which he left in 1824, and who had subsequently officiated 
to congregations in Oil and Cockspur Streets, became, about 1835, first 
minister. To him, after his death, in 1840, succeeded Mr. Lancaster.

I may here take occasion to mention, that in the printed document to 
which reference is made in a preceding note, the managers, so far from 
having " enriched themselves at the expense of their pastor's labours," en 
deavour to shew a deficit in the funds, and themselves to be losers, or at 
all events to be lying under obligations to the amount of £111 4s. 4£d.

As regards Mr. West's subsequent history, it may be remarked, that on 
his arrival in the United States, in 1834, he joined the Presbyterian 
Church there, and was for some years an exceedingly popular minister in 
connexion with that body, first, at Philadelphia, and afterwards in Long 
Island, New York. Certain proceeding's before the Presbytery of Brooklyn, 
having issued in the severance of his union with the Presbyterians, 
about the year 1843, he, some time afterwards, made his appearance again 
in Liverpool, as the Piev. George Montgomery West, D.D., and for several 
Sundays preached in the Portico, Newington Bridge, f This happened 
about 1844 or 1845. Having failed in obtaining the support of old friends, 
he went to Bristol, where, for a while, his talents attracted notice, and his

* From a printed document now lying before me, being an account of the receipts and 
expenditure at the Music Hall, during the period of the society's assembling there, I per 
ceive that the connexion between Mr. West and it terminated in February, 1833. The 
amount received appears to have been exceedingly trifling, when we take into considera 
tion the number and apparent enthusiasm of Mr. West's followers.

t The Orangemen of Liverpool were invited by placards bearing his name, to counten 
ance his preaching, and enrol themselves under his banner. 

M
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popularity was considerable. About 1847, having been appointed by a 
majority of the Trustees, minister of St. Paul's Episcopal Chapel, Carrub- 
bers' Close, Edinburgh, he preached in it for several months with great ap- 
ceptance, he and his friends holding it, during that time, in spite of the re 
fusal of Bishop Terrott, formally to recognise and admit him as incumbent. 
On quitting Edinburgh, Mr. West went to America, where, I believe, he 
now is.

With Mr. West's superior abilities, and effective pulpit oratory, what 
might he not have been and done ? A very graphic account of his personal 
appearance, and public ministrations, after the close of his pastorship at 
All Saints', will be found in the "Comet," a short-lived but clever hebdome- 
dal, conducted by M. J. Falvey, of the 4th August, 1832.

Turning from the eccentric and somewhat painful career of this extraor 
dinary man, we may notice, that his expulsion from All Saints' in March, 
1832, was at no distant period followed by the abandonment of his charge, 
on the part of his amiable and excellent colleague. Left with but a small 
minority of the congregation, Mr. Turner found it impossible to get on. 
For a while, he retired into private life. Shortly after his leaving All 
Saints', it was regularly licensed as a place of worship, in connexion with 
the Established Church, by the then Bishop of Chester. Under his 
authority, it was re-opened, November 27th, 1833.

Two clergymen of the Establishment, subsequently to this, officiated in 
the building in succession, namely, the Rev. John Lyons, from the end of 
1833 till about 1838; and the Rev. Andrew M'Conkey, M.A., from that 
period, until 1846 or 1847.

Circumstances having rendered the sale of the Church necessary, it came 
into the possession of the Roman Catholics, five or six years ago. By them 
it has been named St. Joseph's. The burial-ground, a large portion of 
which belongs to Protestants, is still of course open to interments by them, 
on giving a specified notice.

In lieu of the Church thus abandoned by the Protestant communion, a 
new All Saints', connected with the Establishment, has been erected in 
Great Nelson Street, towards the north end of the town, of which the Rev. 
Henry Marlen is incumbent.

10. St. Stephen's. 

Walking along Byrom Street, from Scotland Road, just before reaching
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the junction of the former street with Shaw's Brow, Whitechapel, and Dale 
Street, we observe on our left hand, an old-fashioned, quaint, and small, but 
rather neat-looking ecclesiastical structure, with a belfry. This is the 
Church of St. Stephen's.*

Originally erected by the Baptists, and opened for public worship by that 
respectable sect of Christians, in 1722,f this was long the sole Baptist 
meeting-house in Liverpool. Hill-Cliffe Chapel, near Warrington, was the 
place where the Baptists first assembled for devotional purposes in this part 
of the country. Their first public meetings, in connexion with this town, 
were held at Low Hill, Everton, in 1700. J For the space of 14 years, 
they licensed and worshipped in a house situated near the present Necro 
polis. Afterwards a small chapel was built by them, close to the burial 
ground still existing in Everton Road. § Mr. Peter Davenport seems to 
have become their first regular pastor in 1714.|| From the period of the 
removal of the congregation to Byrom Street.lT until 1792, what is now St. 
Stephen's Church continued to be the property of the Baptist body.** In 
1773, they somewhat enlarged the building,ff and in 1789JJ they abandoned 
it, on occasion of their taking possession of the larger and more commodious 
structure, then just erected a little further to the north, at the bottom of 
Gerard Street. The deserted chapel was disposed of to the Church of 
England in 1792. It was, on its being acquired by the Establishment, 
that it came to be known by the appellation of St. Stephen's. It has been 
consecrated.

* An engraving of the Church may be seen in Herdman's "Pictorial Relies."
t " Annals," Lacey's " Pictorial Liverpool," 1644, p. 262, &c., &c. By Mr. Taylor, in 

the MS. volume belonging to the Benshaw Street Chapel Library, so often already referred 
to, Byrom Street Chapel is said to have been opened in 1729. See MS. page 1, note.

{ At the house of Dr. Daniel Fabius.
§ This burial-ground serves to indicate the sites of Dr. Fabius' property, and of the 

Chapel mentioned in the text.
|] For many of the preceding facts I have been indebted partly to the note, p. 1, of 

Mr. Taylor's MS. volume, partly to "Lacey" (that is, Underbill,) and partly to Mr. 
Robert Hall, now of New York.

IT 1722 as generally stated.
** The Ministers who succeeded Mr. Davenport were Mr. John Sedgefield, 1718, or 

1719; Mr. John Johnson; Mr. John Oulton, from Leominster, 1748 ; Mr. Samuel Hall, 
1765; and Mr. Samuel Medley, 1772. Mr. Taylor's MS. volume represents Mr. John 
Turner to have been Mr. Davenport's successor.

+t See page 94 of the Memoir of Mr. Samuel Medley, written by his Son, and prefixed 
to his two Sermons. 1800.

J{ So says Mr. Medley, in the Memoir just referred to, page 91. So also says Mr. 
Taylor in his MS. volume, note, p. I. Other authorities specify 1787.
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I should not consider myself justified in passing over, without some slight 
notice, two men, of more than ordinary talents and eminence, whose public 
services the Baptists enjoyed, during their occupation of the edifice of which 
we are now treating. Besides the local notoriety which both of them 
acquired, they were both well known, and highly esteemed, by their contem 
poraries in the Metropolis, and in many other parts of England.

The first of these was Mr. John Johnson. This gentleman was Pastor 
of the Congregation assembling in Byrom Street Chapel for about twenty 
years, closing his ministry there in 1747 or 1748. He left in consequence 
of certain peculiarities ot doctrine which he had adopted, and was zealously 
promulgating, deemed by some to be Sabellian, and certainly inconsistent
 with systematic Calvinism having rendered him obnoxious to a large and 
influential portion of the church over which he presided. He and his ad 
herents, by whom he was much beloved, and who continued tenderly attached 
to him to the last, removed to the chapel at the bottom of Stanley Street, 
and corner of Matthew Street, still standing, but now or lately used as an 
old furniture warehouse where he preached till the period of his death, 
which took place at the advanced age of about 90, in 1791.* Mr. Johnson 
was a vigorous and originally-minded man. One of his great characteristics 
was singular acuteness of intellect. A staunch supporter of the Royal House 
of Brunswick, and Revolution principles, was he evinced, among other ways, 
by his having enrolled himself as a volunteer in the Liverpool Regiment, 
raised for the defence of the town, during the rebellion of 1745. He was 
founder of the sect commonly denominated Johnsonian Baptists, who, 
besides the society here, had affiliated congregations at Wisbeach in Cam 
bridgeshire, and elsewhere. A very good abstract of the views entertained 
by Mr. Johnson and his followers is given in Kurd's History of various 
religious denominations. See, also, the Bibliotheca Britannica. Mr. 
Johnson was a rather voluminous writer. Many years ago, I remember 
perusing two octavo volumes of his discourses one or two volumes of his, 
containing minute and laboured explanations of his peculiar sentiments  
and a volume or two of his printed correspondence.

The other Baptist minister of Byrom Street Chapel, (St. Stephen's,) to 
whom I have alluded, is the well-known, and once eminently and deservedly 
popular Samuel Medley. No small degree of information concerning this

* His friends left the Matthew Street Chapel, to take possession of a place of worship 
erected by them in Coinus Street, about 1803.
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gentleman, I have gleaned from parties who were alive when I came to 
Liverpool, (1823,) and who had been his stated or occasional hearers; and for 
more minute and authentic details, I have had recourse to the Memoir of 
him, which, after his death, was published by his son.* All that I have 
heard and read tends to establish Mr. Medley's great fame and success as a 
preacher, f Mr. Medley, junior, after giving some interesting particulars 
concerning his great-grandfather,J and grandfather,§ informs us that his 
father, our present subject, was born at Cheshunt, Herts, June 23rd, 1738. 
Passing over the earlier portions of Mr. Medley's life, with the remark, that 
at one time he held the rank of a midshipman, and a commission as master's 
mate in the Koyal Navy, and was present, on board of the Intrepid, 74 
guns, at the hard fought action off Cape Lagos, 18th August, 1759, where 
he was severely wounded, we find him, after having quitted the service, to 
have taught a school for some time in London. At last, under the influence, 
and by means of the persuasions of the justly celebrated Dr. Giffard of the 
British Museum, he was induced to enter on the work of the ministry, among 
the Baptists, in August, 1766. He commenced his stated labours at Wat 
ford, Herts, and was there ordained, July 13th, 1768. To take the pastoral 
charge of the Byrom Street church and congregation, Liverpool, he was 
invited by a letter, bearing date, November llth, 1771. Having preached 
to the people, with great approbation, in the December and January following, 
his formal admission as pastor of the Church took place on the 15th day of 
April, 1773. His subsequent career in Liverpool was one certainly of 
almost unbounded popularity, but it was one likewise of great and increasing 
labour. In every possible way, he laid himself out to go good. Sailors and 
their interests, temporal and spiritual, were very particularly the objects of 
his regard. The seamen belonging to the port he frequently addressed from. 
the pulpit, and he was incessantly engaged in conversing with them privately. 
It is to him, I think, that Mr. Wakefield refers in his "Memoirs," vol. i,

* " Memoirs of the late Key. Samuel Medley, compiled by his son: to which are 
annexed two Sermons. London: Johnson; 1800." A likeness of Mr. Medley is 
prefixed.

t Confirmed, were additional evidence required, by Mr. Taylor's remarks, in the uote 
hi his MS. volume, page 1, so often already referred to.

} One of the suite, private secretary, I believe, of the Earl of Kinnoull, ambassador 
to the Ottoman Porte, at Constantinople, from 17'49 till 1736.

§ This gentleman was master of eight or nine different languages, several of which he 
spoke fluently. He was the intimate friend of the celebrated James Hervey, author of 
"Meditations among the Tombs," &c., who seems frequently to have consulted him on 
literary and theological topics.
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pp. 208, 209, Edn. 1804, where he speaks of him, as was but too much the 
custom with that able, learned, and honest, but deeply prejudiced man, in 
terms of extreme and unjustifiable severity. Notwithstanding every drawback, 
Mr. Medley stood desen'edly high, not only on intellectual, but on moral and 
religious grounds, in public estimation. His character was unblemished. 
Death put an end to his career of usefulness and popularity, July 17th, 
1799, soon after his having completed the 61st year of his age.

Since the time that St. Stephen's came into the hands of the Church of 
England, 1792, the services of a number of talented clergymen have been 
enjoyed by its congregation. Among these, I find recorded the names of 
the Eev. George Henry Piercy, 1796 1805* ; the Rev. Joshua King, now 
Eector of Woodchurch, Cheshire, a gentleman of talents, as well as of con 
siderable notoriety in this district of the country, 1807 ; Eev. William, after 
wards Dr. Pulford, 1810 1813; Eev. John Richard Tetlow, M.A., 1816; 
Eev. Alfred Hadfield, M.A., 1818 1821; Rev. Joseph Hilton, M.A., 1823 
 1830; Eev. Jacob Picton, M.A., 1833 1839, and the Eev. Thomas S. 
Ackland, B.A., the present incumbent. It will no doubt be gratifying to 
my colleagues, and the auditory, to be informed, if they do not already 
know the fact, that in this church and district, our able, accomplished, 
indefatigable, and respected Secretary, the Rev. Dr. Hume, has for three 
years been labouring as Mr. Ackland's substitute, with characteristic zeal 
and success. The tracts which he has published in relation to the statistics 
of a neighbouring district of which he is incumbent, and also of St. 
Stephen's, have attracted much notice and will remain as monuments of his 
industry, accuracy, discrimination, enlightened judgment, and ardent and 
benevolent desire to promote the welfare of our large and flourishing, but 
singularly heterogeneous mercantile community.

St. Stephen's is of but limited dimensions, being capable of accommodat 
ing not more than 550 hearers.

11. St. Jtilm the Evangelist. 

This edifice, which stands close to the Medical Institution in Hope

* " One of the best preachers in these old times was the incumbent of St. Stephen's, 
Byrom Street, the Eev. G. H. Piercy, a fine fellow, in every way. He is still alive at his 
living of Chaddesley, in Worcestershire, to which he was presented through the influence 
of old Queen Charlotte. * * * Mr. Piercy must have reached the age of the patriarchs, 
at least." Liverpool a few years since, p. 110. See also page 115. By the way, an 
amusing fact or two with respect to the Rev. R. K. Miluer, of St. Catherine's, already 
spoken of, will be found recorded, page 110, of the lively work which we have just cjuoted.
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Street, although first opened for public worship not further back than 1836, 
and consequently ranking among our more modern ecclesiastical structures, 
is not now in the possession of those by whom it was erected.

It is indebted for its existence to a body denominating itself " the 
Christian Society," between which and the Primitive Methodists there are, 
as regards doctrine and practice, many remarkable points of agreement. 
At the head of it originally was the Rev. Robert Aitken, a gentleman who, 
if I am not mistaken, had been admitted to Holy Orders in the Established 
Church, by one of the Bishops of Sodor and Man. Having, under the 
influence of conscientious motives, temporarily quitted the pale of the 
Establishment, to which he afterwards returned, the formation of the 
"Christian Society," and the erection of St. John the Evangelist, bear tes 
timony to the zeal with which he followed out his new-born convictions, and 
the great popularity which he speedily attained.

Mr. Aitken in his efforts to propagate the doctrines, and advance the 
interests of his new sect, was ably seconded by the Rev. John Bowes, who 
soon after the opening of the edifice in question, took the pastoral care of 
the congregation assembling in it, and has more recently been distinguished 
by his discussions with the Mormonites. This gentleman who is pretty 
extensively known, is now regularly engaged as a preacher in Manchester.

Occasion having been found for Mr. Bowes' services and active exertions 
elsewhere, in promoting the objects of the " Christian Society," Mr. Aitken 
took upon himself, about the year 1838, statedly to conduct public worship, 
within the walls of the chapel in Hope Street.

During the period of Mr. Aitken's ministrations there, it was my lot, one 
week-day evening, to hear him preach. His sermon, and its effects upon 
his auditory, I shall never forget. The place was crowded almost to suffo 
cation. Having selected as the subject of his discourse, Christ's healing of 
Jairas' daughter, he spoke upon it for the space of 45 or 50 minutes. His 
language was pointed and energetic. His manner, impassioned. Occasi 
onally, indeed, bordering on the wildest enthusiasm. Upon his hearers, 
his discourse, which was carefully composed, but declamatory, told with 
prodigious effect. From about ten minutes to a quarter of an hour before 
reaching his conclusion,* many of the audience, apparently unable to control 
themselves, were giving loud vent to their feelings. " Amen," " Lord hear

* Might I not say climax ?
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him," " Come Lord Jesus," " He is coming," and similar expressions, I 
heard resounding on every side of me. The gestures of many persons, in 
my immediate vicinity, betrayed their intense agitation and excitement. 
When the preacher had ended, an invitation to go down stairs was given to 
such as felt inclined to do so.* I did not comply. A friend who went 
down, described to me the scene as extraordinary, but inexpressibly painful. 
In the apartment below, he saw persons to the amount of fifty or thereabouts, 
in different postures and attitudes : some grovelling on their bellies, some 
kneeling, and some standing; some anxious, some depressed, and some 
joyful; but all more or less excited, and the majority uttering a great 
variety of exclamations. Some were labouring under convictions of sin, and 
some had just obtained deliverance. Individuals were constantly flitting 
about, ready to aid the parties described in their religious trials and exercises. 
But enough of this. Profanely in this town, and at the time, those who 
under the influence of excitement descended into the apartment in question, 
were said " to go down into the cellar to seek for Jesus." Such scenes, 
indeed scenes still more extraordinary and revolting are said to be common 
at "Camp," and "protracted meetings" in the United States of America. 
To my friend they were new. And the recital of them, so far from provoking 
feelings of ridicule, painfully affected me. As connected with this locality, 
I have thought them worth placing upon record.

Like many other instances of overwrought enthusiasm, the system of 
which I have been speaking tended to wear itself out. In 1841, Hope 
Street Chapel passed into the hands of the Establishment. On the 21st of 
March in that year, after having undergone certain necessary alterations, 
and assumed the name of St. John the Evangelist, it was temporarily licensed 
for Divine worship in connexion with the Church of England.

The Rev. Richard Cargill, B.A., was, subsequently to this new state of 
things, its first minister. To him, in 1843, succeeded the late Rev. 
Thomas MacGill, M.A., nephew of a highly respectable gentleman long 
resident in this town, and related to the late excellent and devoted 
Stevenson MacGill, D.D., Professor of Divinity in the University of Glasgow. 
Mr. MacGill was, if I am not mistaken, son of a gentleman who wrote a very 
interesting volume of travels on the Shores of the Mediterranean and in the 
Levant, and who, at a later period of his life, held H.B.M. Commission as

* To those who " were solicitous about the salvation of their souls."
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Consul at Malta.* The deceased gentleman, of whom we are speaking, was 
one of the curates of St. Nicholas' here, during his connexion with this church, 
and, therefore, only acted personally as Evening Lecturer. The duties 
of officiating minister were performed, during part of the period in ques 
tion, by the Rev. J. H. Brown, M.A., and during the remainder of it, by 
the Rev. Dr. Hume, both at the time holding situations in the Collegiate 
Institution. The vacancy created by Mr. MacGill's removal to the curacy 
of Clapham, in the spring of 1846, was filled up by the appointment of the 
Rev. Henry H. Higgins, M.A., as sole minister.

St. John the Evangelist's, although capacious and comfortable as to the 
interior, has no particular claims on attention when looked at from the out 
side. It may be regarded as neat, but certainly it has not an elegant 
appearance. We may observe, that its surplus funds, if any, are devoted to 
the support of the Female Orphan Asylum.

With this one, I close my detailed notices of the Liverpool Established 
Churches which have been the subjects of alterations.

As it may be alleged, however, that changes have not been confined to 
the eleven which I have enumerated, I have thought fit briefly to advert to 
certain alterations which have been undergone by three others.

1. St. Nicholas.

What this Church was externally eighty or ninety years ago, may be seen 
by referring to one of the plates in Enfield's History of Liverpool, engraven, 
as were the others, by Mr. George Perry, f to whom also we are indebted 
for the Map of the town, which is prefixed to the History.

Smithers, in his History, upon what authority I know not, carries back 
the foundation of this Church to a very remote period. For full and 
authentic particulars concerning it, the curious reader must be referred to 
Moss. I Gore's "Annals," Smithers'History, and all our Guide Books, 
make us acquainted with the facts of the body of the Church having been

* He is said to have been one of the descendants of the celebrated John Knox.
+ For an account of this gentleman, see Smithers' History of Liverpool; and for an 

account of the share which he had in collecting materials for, and drawing up the history 
which passes by the name of Enfield's, see the Preface to that work. One of Mr. Perry's 
sons, having the same name as his father, published a work on Conchology, and was 
besides a distinguished architect.

} Lacey's " Pictorial History," pages 252 285, may likewise, in reference to St. 
Nicholas, be consulted with advantage. Nor must Koines be overlooked.
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re-Luilt in 1774, and of the lamentable loss of life which attended the falling 
of the spire on the forenoon of Sunday, llth February, 1810, The real 
causes of this catastrophe appear to have been, the misjudged economy of 
the rate-payers of Liverpool, of a former generation, in erecting the spire on 
the base of the old and worn-out tower, between 1745 and 1750 ; and the 
vibration occasioned by continued ringing of the very heavy bells, which 
were hung in it. The details connected with the building of the spire, as 
given by Moss, are curious. " By the falling of the spire," says Lacey, 
" one of the few fine specimens of antiquity in this town was destroyed, 
being a font which bore a latin inscription." This font will be found 
described at length in Moss' History.

The present tower surmounted by a lantern was erected in 1815.

Eecently the Church has undergone very considerable alterations, and 
we are justified in saying improvements, in the interior. Are we not in 
debted for these principally to the taste and knowledge of mediaeval 
antiquities, for which Rector Campbell is distinguished ?*

A handsome Gothic Gateway leads out of the Church-yard into Chapel 
Street. Very unpleasant and protracted discussions, arising out of a refusal 
on the part of the Vestry to pay for it, were the result of its erection by one 
of the Churchwardens, about thirty years ago.

2. St. Thomas'.

Erected in 1750. During a hurricane in 1757, 42 feet of the spire, 
which according to Lacey rose originally to the height of 420 feet, f were 
blown down: of which 24 feet were afterwards re-built. In 1780 a thunder 
bolt struck one of the stones near the top of the steeple, which falling had 
well nigh killed a person who was passing in the street. In process of 
time, the spire of St. Thomas' came to be regarded as dangerous. Applica 
tions having been made to the proper authorities, it was taken down in 1822. 
The tower, however, on which it rested, was left standing. Upon this, which 
was square, a low hexagonal structure was erected, surmounted by a small 
dome and cross. Lacey considers this dome to have been " clumsy," and

* Was he not aided in this by Mr. Harinood Banner, lately one of our Church 
wardens ?

+ A mistake evidently for 240, the original height of the tower and spire, as given in 
other histories. I must except, indeed, that of Moss, who, p. 140, makes the height of 
both, from the first, to have been only 216 feet.
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the whole, "not to have had a very handsome or graceful appearance." 
pp. 358, 259. T perfectly concur with him. After the change alluded to, 
the tower of St. Thomas' had the look of a gigantic pepper-box. This state 
of things did not long continue. Subsequently to the publication of the 
" Pictorial Liverpool, "about seven or eight years since, the tower of St. Thomas' 
was razed to the ground, and the present erection, of which it is impossible 
to speak very complimentarily, was substituted for it. At the same time, 
the beautiful urns which stood on the top of the side and back walls, and 
which constituted not the least of the embellishments of this Church, were 
removed, and on these walls was constructed the parapet which now runs 
nearly round the building. Disfigured to the eye, as almost all rifacciamentos 
are, the edifice, viewed as a whole, now decidedly is.

What St. Thomas' was before 1769 or 1770, is represented in one of the 
engravings in "Enfield's History," executed by Perry; and a very good 
idea of the effect produced by its tall and magnificent spire, may be acquired 
by examining the view of the Old Dock and Custom-House, which is given 
in Herdman's " Pictorial Belies."

I cannot part with St. Thomas' without expressing my conviction, that, 
when entire, it must have been one of the handsomest ecclesiastical build 
ings in Liverpool. Well might Moss observe, p. 140, " there is an easy, 
elegant simplicity in the whole external of this Church, from whatever point 
of view it is seen." Thus he wrote in 1795. Even as I saw it for the first 
time in 1823, when deprived of its spire, and exhibiting marks of incipient 
decay, it appeared to me singularly beautiful. Moss will be found to give a 
very good description of it, pages 140, 141. Mr. Koughsedge was chaplain 

of St. Thomas' when removed to St. George's, (from which he was soon 
afterwards elevated to the rectory,) in 1795.

3. St. Luke's

is unquestionably not only the finest modern Gothic structure in Liverpool, 
but one of the finest in the Kingdom.* From the laying of its foundation 
stone, April 9, 1811, until it was consecrated and opened, January 12, 
1831, a period of nearly twenty years elapsed, f The stones of which it is

* Its architecture is, I admit, in some respects open to criticism.
+ Strikingly enough, while the foundation stone of this Church, was laid by James 

Drinkwater, Esq., Mayor, the Church itself was opened, during the Mayoralty of Ms Son, 
Sir George Drinkwater, Knight.
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built are of a superior quality, and the workmanship is excellent Well 
might the plan and execution of St. Luke's bo of no ordinary kind, when we 
consider that its cost is understood to have exceeded £44,000. See Lacey's 
" Pictorial Liverpool," 1844, p. 263, where a very interesting description of 
the building may be met with.

Such of my auditors as have been in the habit of reading " Blackwood's 
Magazine " for any length of time, may happen to recollect, that in a paper 
 which appeared in that ably conducted periodical, about 20 years' ago, it 
was suggested, that, in the event of the diocese of Chester being divided, 
and a new bishopric being called into existence, St. Luke's should be selected 
as the Cathedral Church.

"What has occasioned my notice of St. Luke's here, is that I may have 
an opportunity of mentioning an alteration which has taken place in the 
wall by which its churchyard is surrounded. At present it is a low parapet 
wall, surmounted by a railing, both of elegant appearance, and rising as it 
were by a succession of steps, in accommodation to the rise of the ground. 
But in 1833, when little more than the foundation stone of the Church had 
been laid, a handsome Gothic wall, about six feet in height, which is said to 
have cost several thousand pounds, environed the premises. This wall 
stood for some years after the period stated indeed, if I remember right, 
until the Church itself was approaching to completion. It was then taken 
down, to be replaced by that which now meets the eye of the passenger.

One fact may here be thrown in as if by the way. It is this. With a 
view to the widening of St. John's Lane, the burial ground of St. John's 
Church was considerably curtailed of its dimensions about twenty years ago. 
This fact has suggested to me a question: Have not proposals been made, 
in certain quarters, for a similar curtailment of that portion of the grave 
yard of St. Paul's, which lies to the east of the church?
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II. LETTERS RELATING TO LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE ; TEMP. JAMES I. 

CHARLES I., AND CHARLES TI.

By Thomas-Doming Hibbert, of the Middle Temple, Esquire.

The following letters are only specimens of a number which I disco 
vered among a mass of old papers in a garret in Eivington Hall, 
while I was spending a few days with my kinsman, Robert Andrews, 
esquire. They are now in my possession, and if the Society think the 
present letters of sufficient interest, I may be induced to lay before them 
others of equal interest. I shall commence with the letter of Richard 
Speakman to his master, Richard Hilton, or as it was often written, Hulton, 
so that I may be able to give the genealogy of the MSS. Richard Hilton 
was a wealthy yeoman and fustian manufacturer, who resided at West Leigh 
in this County; his only daughter and heiress " Mistress Abigail!," became 
the wife of Thomas Crook of Abram, alias Aburgham, near Wigan, gentle 
man, by whom she had issue, with several daughters, an only surviving 
son, Richard Crook of that place and Macclesfield, esquire. He married 
Martha, one of the daughters of John Hollinshead of Macclesfield, gentle 
man, by Joan his wife, daughter of Thomas Mottershead, whose family were 
connected with the Batemans, both being old Macclesfield families; he died 
without issue, leaving his sisters his co-heiresses. One of them, Abigail, 
married Mr. John Andrews of Rivington and Bolton, attorney at law, the 
brother of the present Robert Andrews' great grandfather. Thus the papers 
of Hollinshead Mottershead and Bateman, became mixed with the 
Hilton and Crook papers. On the extinction of the issue of John and 
Abigail Andrews, they came into the possession of the father of the present 
Esquire of Rivington. Margaret, the wife of John Percival of Liverpool 
and Allerton, merchant, was another sister and co-heiress of Richard Crook. 
Mr. Thomas Heywood in his account of the Percivals,in vol. I. of the Society's 
Proceedings and Papers, page 65, has fallen into the same error as Gregson, 
calling her Margaret Cook. Another daughter and co-heir married Thomas 
Yate of Whitchurch, Salop, from whom descends John-Yate Lee, esquire, of 
the Bankruptcy Court in Liverpool. More accurate genealogical information 
of the Crooks, I must defer to another occasion. Mr. Thomas Valentine 
whose name occurs, was also in the Bolton trade, and was probably one 
of the Valentines of Bentcliffe in the Parish of Eccles, in the County of
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Lancaster. Mr. Gillibrand was the Reverend Jonathan Gillibrand, who 
had been appointed on the 31st of the previous July, vicar of West Leigh, 
in place of the Rev. Bradley Hayhurst, one of the ejected ministers 
mentioned. Mr. Gillibrand died in 1685. Calamy says Mr. Hayhurst 
afterwards conformed. 

Post mark

ffor M'- Richard Hilton
att Blossome Inn 

in Lawrance Lane
in London

22 Aug (10)62 
Most affectionate Mr

After my servise to you premissed not fforgettinge 
my homage to my best dame and to mris Abigaill I recd your letter of ye 
19 Instant am sory that you have such ill markets for ffustiens as ffor y" 
 waginer Heapy I have paid him 19s but noe more soe that you may pay 
his porter Forth if you please. I have waighed one packe (of) yorne and 
it weigheth 230U pond sixscore pond to hundrath I pray you order m'- 
Thomas Valentine to pay A bill of 20-6 & I shall charge ye bill upon him 
ffor I presume you 'will bee comne out of y6 city before ye bill come up 
ffor I have had five pounds of mris Cason of Warrington & am to 
have some more & to give her husband a bill att his returne out of ye 
north which wilbee ye next weeke I suposse or else to repay her 51' pond 
againe & soe must take up some 20U I am sore necessitated for I have 
borrowed 4U All ready. Mr- Gillibrand is still Amongst us instead of 
A minister & like to be for y" p'sent ffor ye bussines is not yet ended tho ye 
bishope hath had a hearringe of itt & promisseth faire to ye parish but y' 
is All att prsent. our non conformist ministers preach thir last or fare 
well sermons this weeke.

I rest your servant

I shall tell Rich Ranicars as you Writt & shall 
gett yc wheat to Weys-leigh so sonne as dry 
but we have continual wett weather ye lord 
ceasse itt for itt treatens sore.

Rich. Spakeman.

[P.S. on the margin.]
The bird & little dove doe very well not ells but desyre youre good 
health & saf Arivall att home in Lancasherre
The next document is a short note from Peter Egerton of the Shaw Hall, 

in the parish of Flixton, esquire, to the same worthy yeoman, and one 
Roger Bayley, (of whom nothing is known,) but not of so pleasant a nature. 
We are placed at once in the days when only force was known, and when
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rents were as difficult to collect as they now are in the sister island. Colonel 
Egerton was at the time hesieging Lathom House. " My cosen Holcroft," 
was probably Colonel Holcroft of Holcroft, who was also at that siege. 
Four days before the date of this note, namely, upon the 20th of March, 
cannon had been brought to play upon the walls of the house with some 
little success, and Lady Derby had refused to surrender, though 
her Lord who was then in Chester, had sent a letter through Sir 
Thomas Fairfax, desiring an honorable and free passage for the Countess 
and her children. Probably this determination of her Ladyship was the 
cause of Colonel Holcroft's journey to town.

Colonel Egerton served the office of Sheriff for Lancashire in 1641, was 
deputy Lieutenant in 1642, a Colonel under Faixfax, and a General in the 
Parliamentary Army. He took an active part in the sieges of Manchester 
and Bolton; and on the 1st of April, 1643, he was appointed one of the 
Committee of Sequestration. He was the grandson of Peter Egerton, (a 
younger son of Eafe Egerton of Ridley, County of Chester,) by Alice his 
wife, daughter and co-heiress of Leonard Asshaw, of the Shaw, esquire, who 
brought that estate into the Egerton family. The great Chancellor Egerton 
was half brother, on the wrong side, of Rafe Egerton, the latter being the 
son and heir of Sir Kichard Egerton of Eidley, the former his reputed son 
by Alice Sparke.

ffor Richard Hulton & 
Roger Bayley at Legh 

these
I was intreated by my cosen Holcrofte before his goeinge to London, 

to call unto you for yor rent (wch at this time is) due unto him, and 
wchall he made me p'mis (that if you payde it not to me upon the day) 
that I shoulde sende a troope of horse for the collectinge of it. Nowe I 
thought fitt to let you understand, that if you bringe it to Warrington on 
thursday next, I shall be ready to receiue it, and to giue you a discharge 
for it, but if you fayle that time, I must doe accordinge to my p.mis woh 
is not desired by me, but to reniaine

yor louvinge frende
Peter Egerton. 

Ormeskirke March 24th 
1644

We now have a short note from the celebrated Sir William Brereton of 
Hanford, County of Chester, Baronet, who was commander of the Parlia 
mentary Forces in Cheshire, with his own cousin, once removed, Lieutenant 
Colonel Robert Dukinfield. He was the son of William Brereton of Hanford,
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esquire, by Margery, youngest daughter and co-heiress of Richard Holland 
of Denton; and Colonel Dukinfield was the son of Robert Dukinfield, of 
Dukinfield, esquire, by Frances his wife, daughter of George Preston of 
Holker in Cartmel, esquire. Robert, was the son and heir of Robert 
Dukinfield of Dukinfield, esquire, by Jane, the eldest of his five 
daughters and co-heiresses. Colonel Holland was also a cousin, the estate 
of Denton having fallen to him in consequence of the elder line having ended, 
as just mentioned, in co-heiresses. I give these particulars to shew how 
nearly allied in blood the principal movers on the side of the Parliament 
were to each other.

Mr. Mottershead as I have said was of an old Macclesfield family, who 
some time after the date of this note drew down the wrath of the Heralds' 
College, for having used the Arms of Mottram, (to which they were not 
entitled,) at the funeral of one Samuel Mottershead, in 1091, as appears 
by a very curious letter among the Harl MSS. addressed to one of the 
Randal Holmes, by his sister and co-heiress Joan Hollinshead, requesting 
him to help her out of the scrape. She shows a wholesome fear of the 
Earl Marshal's authority to fine for the usurpation of arms. I have among 
my papers a large number of letters addressed to the Mottershead family, 
from which I learn that they were largely engaged in the silk button trade. 
They also acted as bankers, which is proved by finding among their papers a 
receipt from president Bradshaw, dated 5th November, ] 629, when he was 
a student of Gray's Inn, for money which his friends had paid into Motters- 
head's hands in Macclesfield, which sum they ordered their correspondent 
Mr. Kendall of Bread street, to pay to Bradshaw.

The forest alluded to is Macclesfield, of which Sir William was Forester.
For M r    Mottershed at

Macclesfield 
Mr Mottershed

I haue sent these lynes to desire you to hasten the gatheringe 
in of the Midsomer rents due in and about the fforreste to be ready ag* the 
middle of this Month. Haveinge Confidence of your Care herein and 
that you have already made some progresse, I shall not need to enlarge, 
but shall remaine

yor verie Loveing Friend
Julie 2 1649 Will Brereton 
The next document is a letter from John Ashton, who appears to have 

been one of the Ashtons of Ashton, in the fee of Mackerfield, a respectable 
family, with doubtful pretentious to Coat Armour. Mr. Sorocold, to whom
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it is addressed, was one of the Sorocolds of Barton, a family of lesser gentry 
who entered their pedigree at Dugdale's visitation in 1664-5, when the arms 
which they claimed were respited. The letter relates to the death of his 
brother John Sorocold, one of the gentlemen of the guards, being in Colonel 
Scrmipshire's squadron. Formerly the guards were composed entirely of 
young men of family: even now I am told that the first guards are always 
addressed as " gentlemen of the guards."

The Sorocold family were connected with the Hiltons. I have a number 
of letters from Sir Peter Legh of Lyme, to his " baliffe " James Sorocould 
of Haydock.

Mr. Bradshaw was one of the Bradshaws of Darcy Lever, an old Pres 
byterian family, who appear also in Dugdale's Visitation. I have several 
letters from him relating to the death of Mr. Sorocold, and from Mr. 
Mullinux, and one from Mr. Sorocold written a few days before his death. 
" The bills inclosed " I give at the foot of the letter, from the originals in 
my possession; they are curious as they shew the expense of keeping a 
horse at livery in 1662. Lord Gerrard was probably Lord Gerrard of 
Brandon, afterwards Earl of Macclesfield; there were at this time two 
baronies of Gerrard existing.

ffor M r James Sorocold att 
his howse att the Eye bridge 
in Ashton neere Wigan

these
Leaue these att Ellen Ashton's 
house in Ashton to be delived 

as above with care
in

Lancashire 
honri Sir

I recd yor Ler directed to M' Chaddock & another from yo1 
brother Laund  which I opened according to Mr Laund'8 direccon M 1 
Chaddock being gone for Yorkshire & soe for Lancashire. I requested 
M r Wm Blundell to Answer them for me my occasions being that post soe 
urgent y* I could not w"1 conveniency. Sr in order to yor request I haue 
beene wth Mr George Greene the onely man y* was ingaged 011 yor brothers 
behalfe in ye quarrell & he informs me y E manner of it to be thus. On 
Sunday the 28th of Aprill last at night Mr Sorocold & Mr Greene going 
towards their Lodgings were iostled from y" wall by a company of butchers 
& a poulterer wch caused words on both sides insomuch y' yor brother 
struck one of them & then all ye rest engaged & struck them sorely but 
nothing appeared outwardly on yo' brother, they were much in drinke both

N
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of them & it is to be doubted that cheefely a Surfett occasioned his favo' 
which he gott in Mr Greens company, but truly I thinke y* neither the 
Surfett alone nor y" bruses alone would have occasioned his death but both 
meeting carryed him away; he neuer complained of his bruses in ye tyme 
of his sicknesse neither did y e docto' know it till aboute 3 or 8 dayes 
before his death wch he discerned by his spitting of blood, on Munday 
after yor brothers death I desired Mr Molineux & Mr Bradshaw y' yo' 
brother might have beene vewed by ye Crowner,& y e poulterer apprehended, 
but they being doubtfull y* you would not p.secute & y" tyme being short 
y* we intended to bury him & he swelling soe much then occasioned their 
dislike of it. Sr I think it will not availe anything to p.secute now for 
ye body must be taken up againe & vewed & we shall be fined for bury 
ing him unvewed. Sr I desired Colonall Ashby to go along wth me to 
the Lord Gerard that we might make sale of his horse & to receive what 
pay was due to him att his death, he was very high att first & said ye 
horse was his being a mustered horse & for his pay y* none was due to him 
he being dead, but afterwards I applying my selfe to Col Scrmipshire 
 who hath the comand of y1 Squadron yor brother was in undr Sr Tho 
Sands, he prevailed wth my Lord for both, ye horse I sold before M' 
Molineux came downe but what was Due for his meat was paid before 
they would p* with him I discharged these two bills here inclosed & 
have 3" 12s 6'1 being ye remainder in my hands to be disposed on accord 
ing to yor direccons I have beene above 20 tymes to receive his pay but 
am still delayed untill ye next muster, there is in one Robins hands 
a Taylor in Cursitor's Alley six yards of Cloth wch was intended for a 
sute and Cote for him (the Cloth is oweing for to Mr Cropp and I have 
prornissed to see him paid) this Robins in the ye tyme of yor brothers 
sicknesse (contrary to his order) cut out the Cloth & soe it lyeth in his 
hands unfinished he is a very Dl & what to doe with him I know not ho 
expecteth to be paid for all ye materialls he hath bought for the sute & 
Cote, I desire you to signifie yo1' pleasure what yo" will haue done with 
it, As for Ned yor brothers man I admire with what confidence he can 
request anything from you his mr haueing given him soe much in his life- 
tyme for soe little service, in ye time of yor brothers sicknesse he made 
bold to take yor brothers horse & sword & ride him out & ye sword & belt 
he lost in a quarrell so y' yor brother hath neither sword nor belt nor pis- 
tolls but a girdle & hangers to weare a sword in. I desire you not to 
signifie to Ned who acquainted you wlh this but to let him know you 
know of it Sr if Boydell was in Towne this weeke I must crave yo' p.don 
for not sending downe ye things by him for I was out of Towne & came 
but this night to Towne. Wm Houghton hath p.missed me to prayse them 
& inventory them according to yor direccons if he come not till ye next 
weeke I intend then to send them. Sr if in any thing I can be service 
able to yo" I will studdy to manifest my selfe to be 

yor faithfull freind
to serve you 

June 22th 1661. " Jo Ashton.
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The following are the two bills alluded to, which were enclosed in the 
foregoing letter.

A Bill for Mr John Sorocold his horse for Oats and Hay 
from the S7"1 March untill 19th May 1601 at the Bare and 
Ragged Staffe in ye Strand.

£ s d
Imp8 for fifty two nights of hay ... 03 3 4 

for fifty two nights of oats... 02 3 4 
for a hundred and four pen.

[nyworth] of beans ...... 00 8 8

the sum) 04 15 4

ffor 7 nights hay........................ 00 05 010
ffor 7 peckes of oats .................. 00 05 010
ffor beanes .............................. 00 01 08
fforbraun .............................. 00 00 04
fforgrinding ........................... 00 00 0(5

i

0 14 2

given to Will"1 Caton......... 1)
the Undr Ostler for a bridle. 06} l l ° 
allowed Mr Taylor ............... 10 0

The farriers bill from the 5th April to the 8th May 1581.
April 5th for a drinke for one gray horse ........................ 2 0

5 for a spunge at head for the gray horse ............... 1 0
for one wash for the gray horse ............ ........... 1 0
for balls at severall times .............................. 5 0

13 for S shoues 2 remoues of the gray horse ............ 1 4
8 for nailing the gray horse .............................. 2

for 4 shoues of the gray gilding ........................ 2 0
for drissing the gray gilding of a Treatt............... 2 0
for drissing the gray gilding of a canuayll uayl ...... 2 0

sum     
is 16 6

The two next and last letters of this series are from the Eev. William 
Bateman, who appears to have been educated at Oxford. The first letter 
is written from Ludgars-hall, a parish which lies in the Counties of Oxford 
and Bucks. The one next in order is written to his father on the death of 
his mother, and contains strong confimation of Mr. Macaulay's controverted 
statement, that the country Clergy occupied a very humble position in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. No Clergyman could now be found who 
would think of sending his sister to an Inn to learn household matters. Mr.
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Brownsword was master of the Macclesfield Grammar School; a man of note 
in his day. See Ormerod's Cheshire.

To his Louinge father 
Ihon Batemanne alderman 

at Maxfelde theise in hast.
Grace mercie and peace from God 
the father & from our Lorde Jesus 
Christ be multiplied.

Welbeloved father I most humblie commende me unto you 
my brother Thomas my sister Ann my Old Master Mr. Brownsw'd \vith 
all oth' my Idnsfolkes & friendes having conceived soe great griefe by 
the death of my mother and yeat daylie increaseth that I am out of doubt 
I cannot writ unto you at this time as I would but thear is noe remedie hut 
God must neades be served As I am informed shea made a quiet end 
I trust shea died the servant of God. of this thus much My sister 
Katren is placed in a verie good house in Bissiter [Bicester] wher shea 
shall leame to doe all manner of thinges that belonge to a good huswyfe 
it is a vitailinge house greatlie occupied shea shall not leame onehe to 
dresse meate and drinke excellent well, but allso bruinge bakinge win- 
nowinge, with all other thinges theirunto appertaininge for they are verie 
rich folkes and verie sharpe and quicke both of them The cause why my 
Ant received her not as shea answered us was because all this winter shea 
intendeth to have but one servant woman & shea thought my sister was 
not able to doe all her worke because shea imagined her to be verie raw 
in theire countrey worke \vch thingo trewlie shea that hath her now did 
thinke and theirefore her wage is the slenderer but xvjs [16s.] wcl> in 
this place is counted nothinge in effecte for such a strong woman as shea 
is, but I bringinge her to Bissiter uppon Wednesday beinng Michaelmas 
even told her dame the wage was verie small and said I trusted shea 
would mend it if shea proved a good girle as I had good hope shea would, 
quoth I it will scarce bye her hose & shooes nay saith shea I will warrant 
her have so much given her before the yeare be expyred and by Gods 
helpe that wch wants I my selfe will fill upp as much as I am able. But 
certainelie rnyne Uncle & Ant both thought verie great discurtestie in 
you that you sent them not a letter nor that my brother Thomas beinge 
soe neare would not come unto them & I mad excuses & said he coulde 
not in no \vyse because of his busiiies & meetinge the carrier in dew tyme 
yeas saith mine Uncle he might have set forth a day or two sooner and 
bestowed some time with his Ant wch he never saw, but whether theise 
\veare the causes or whether when my mother was dead they did not 
regard us soe much as they did before I know not but most certaine it 
was at that time they would not receive her doe I what I coulde but 
myne Ant saide wheii shea knew the fashions of the countrey then shea 
would take her You weare verie quicke in sendinge of her upp unlesse my 

 '  letter had signified otherwaies unto you then I am sure it did for I 
desired you to send me worde whether shea woulde come or not for as 
shea hath shewed me since her cominge if my mother had lived shea
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would not have come. I am crediblie informed that theare are some 
woulde verie faine have you to marie againe but if you doe I beseeche 
you for God's cause have a respecte unto your children & uulesse it weare 
to your great losse I would request you to stay untill sommer next 
commiuge till you & I talke together face to face. Surelie unlesse you keep, 
house yourselfe I would verie gladHe wish you to dwell with my brother 
who tould me you should be verie well used & in my iudgment that weare 
the most credit for us all if it weare possible to be soe. Thus I end corn- 
mittinge you unto the Lorde who ever keepe you & request you earnestlie 
not to forget the p.misses. Ludgarsall the xxkth of September. 

yor Lovinge sonne in what he is able 
to pleasure you William Batemanne.

The last of this series is addressed to his brother Thomas Bateman, who 
was in trade in Macclesfield, probably a mercer. It is dated Stretton Awdley, 
a village in Oxfordshire, about fourteen miles from the University, a place 
well known to sportsmen of the present day. The writer had to go to 
Oxford to keep his Act and at the same time to post his letter, there being 
no nearer post town. The directions to his brother to " come a clean man 
unto him," may seem strange to modern ears, when every good private 
house has its bath ; but in King James' time ablutions were little practised, 
hence skin diseases of a most virulent class arose. Beds were articles of 
great value, almost every gentleman's will contained a bequest of his best bed, 
which like the bed of Ware, generally held more than one individual.

To his Lovinge brother 
Thomas Bateman at 
Maxfielde in Cheshire 
theise in all hast

Loving brother after my most harty commendacones unto you & my 
sister Ann your wyfe prayinge God to blesse us all both now & evr &c. 
If it be not much discommodiovis unto you I would have you to be 
wth me a fortnight before Michaelmas next bringing wth you my bill; 
you havinge received a good summe of monie of me allreadie, and now 
being to receive a good somme againe : I trust undoubtedlie that you 
are well able so to order the matter that you will come unto me in a 
handsome and comelie suite of apparrell because I would have you to rest 
you well after yor iorney and so sometimes shall have occasion to goe 
abroade: you may take that course that you may come upp wth the 
carriers that carrie linnen cloath for companie is comfortable and will 
make the way to seeme shorter unto you Come a cleane man unto me 
that I may boldlie entertain you to bee my bedfellow whout anie dread.: 
I hope you have not forgot the same matter in my last wrytinge. I am 
constrauid to goe to the Act to Oxford to convey this letter unto you. I 
pray you forget not my most hearty commendacounes unto my cosen John 
Blagg & his wyfe & the rest of my cosins and good freinds giving him
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thanks in my name for all his kindnesses towards mee. Thus wtt my 
commendaconns 1 commit you to the p.tection of Tlialmightie desyring 

. God that you may grow & increase in spirituall & temporal! blessings. 
Stretton Awdl: 1007. Julie xiijth

yor Loving brother
William Bateman. 

[The seal a wafer with WB thereon.]

Til. NOTES ON .THE CHURCH OF WEST KIKBY, CHESHIEE. 
By James Middleton, Esq.

The body of the present Church of West Kirby offers the curious 
anomaly of the ridge plate joining the north-eastern angle of the tower, 
the eastern face of which bears the trace of the gable of the nave having 
been at some former period attached centrically as usual. The chancel is 
lighted by two windows of unequal size and dissimilar style, that on the 
south resembling the first perpendicular, that on the north the Tudor. Both 
are of four lights, and the mullions of fine dressed free stone, with weather 
mouldings of the same description. The chancel is correctly figured in 
the annexed plate. The north side of the nave is pierced at irregular 
intervals with four flat-headed windows, three of three lights, and one, (that 
nearest to the tower,) of four; on the south a like disposition is observ 
able, the form assimilating to the adjoining chancel window. The tower 
is certainly of much older date than any part of the nave or chancel 
at present existing. The moulding of the battlement is in very good 
taste, and the coupled belfry lights are fair in design and execution. 
There is little within the building to call for remark: a walled-up 
piscina and two sedilia in a like state of preservation are on the south side 
of the chancel, within the altar rails. Of memorials of the dead, the only 
record worthy of notice is inscribed on a slab inserted in the southern wall, 
and commemorates the decease of a certain Joannes Vanzoelen, who 
appears to have followed the drums of Duke Schomberg to the royal 
encampment in the neighbouring Leasowes, and finished his campaign 
beside the Dee instead of the storied Boyue.

But one more feature remains for notice, and that is the doorway in the 
western face of the tower, the flat moulding of which is bold, of good 
workmanship, and the architrave charged with shields and ornaments; 
but the bearings on the former are too indistinct to warrant their appro 
priation to any of the families either formerly or at present possessors of 
the adjacent lands.

In the existing Church of West Kirby there does not appear to be any 
portion remaining of very high antiquity ; no portion, at least, above 
ground of that edifice which, together with the oratory on the islet of
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Hilbre, was assigned by the dependent of Hugh, Earl of Chester, to 
the monastery of St. Evroul in his native Normandy, and which donation 
was duly ratified and approved by William I. in the year 1088. The good 
fathers to whom the gift in question was made, do not appear to liave 
valued it very highly; for after a brief tenure we find church and oratory, 
as well as another sacred building the Church of St. Peter in Chester  
disposed of to the community of St. Werburg in that ancient city. 
With that community, and its representatives the Dean and Chapter of 
Chester the right of presentation has remained to the present day.

The Monastery of St. Werburg, it may be remembered, was constituted 
a Cathedral when Henry VIII. erected the see of Chester; and the digni 
taries in general appoint one of their own body as rector of this parish. 
The Rev. Canon Slade is the present incumbent, and the Rev. W. Armitstead 
the excellent and much-respected curate.

To an Archaeologist, the foregoing notice of the Church of St. Bridget, 
it is to be feared, must to a certain extent be as unsatisfactory as it is 
meagre. Of its foundation there exists no record. Nox alta premit Of 
the various mutations which the fabric has undergone we know but little, a 
suppressed aisle and an enlarged nave are the extent of our information.

Built in a secluded spot, and sheltering within its holy walls a rustic 
race, the labourer of the glebe and the plougher of the sea have in their 
generations worshipped, toiled and passed away, and left no sign. Even 
those great ones of the earth, the potential in vestry, the dread of the 
vagrant, the wretched and the poor, the " C. W.'s of this parish" have 
flourished and decayed, and have left to a bewildered posterity no chronicle 
of their several exertions in the alterations and adornment of the fabric 
committed to their charge. Excepted always, one memorial punched in 
the tail of the vibratory chanticleer doing duty as a vane, which for a hun 
dred and odd years has let inquisitive gazers into the important secret of 
which way the wind blew, and ventilated the honoured initials of the 
governing functionaries, who thought not there was anything "-(Ere peren 
nius" their device " Sic itur ad auras."

The Parish Church is as said dedicated to St Bridget; the living a 
Rectory, valued according to the Valor Beneficiorum at £28 13s. 4d.

I think it well to state, that the drawings from which the accompanying 
plates are taken, are the work of my young relative, Mr. A. F. Oridge, at 
present on the staff of the Borough Engineer of Liverpool.

When the last paper had been read, and before the meeting adjourned to 
the Egyptian Museum, a special vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Mayer, 
for his kindness in affording such an intellectual treat to the meeting. The 
Chairman conveyed the thanks of the Meeting, as usual, to the Donors, 
Exhibitors, and Authors of papers.


