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Cultivation had extended, but it was on a low scale, and with no tendency 
whatever to improvement. Nothing new in any way was introduced. The 
Saxon " timbered" his house as in the days of Alfred. Post and pillar, 
rushes and clay plaster interlarded; and a thatched roof was frequent as 
the residence of the peasant. The Dane kept to the shore, and contented 
himself chiefly with fishing. His habits had survived, but his spirit in 
stinctively followed the feelings of his fathers. The sea was his farm. He 
dredged the coast and the estuary, had his boat and his innate love of 
danger, till Liverpool sprung up with the magic of eastern fable, and turned 
out many a rover to visit every region in the world. The race of the Vik 
ings are, many of them, the richest merchants on the earth's surface.

II. BEITISH BURIAL PLACES NEAR BOLTON, Co. LANCASTER.

By Matthew Dawes, Esq., F.G.S.

In a densely populated manufacturing district, like the neighbourhood of 
Bolton, it is particularly interesting to find traces of the early inhabitants 
of this island, which the hand of time and the progress of civilization have 
still spared to the antiquary. I have therefore thrown together a few 
notes, briefly describing the British burial places which have been discovered 
near Bolton, during the last twenty-seven years; within which period five 
Tumuli have been exposed to view, the first, fourth, and fifth of which I 
personally inspected, accompanied in the latter instance by my friend Sir 
Henry E. L. Dryden, Bart, to whose pencil this Society is indebted for 
several of the drawings which illustrate this paper, and for the plan and 
view of the stone circle hereafter mentioned.

No. 1. Near Haulgh Hall, about a quarter of a mile South-east from 
Bolton Parish Church, on a piece of high flat land, on the East bank of 
the Croal, and about fifty feet above that river, was a Tumulus, about 
thirty feet in diameter and four feet deep, consisting of small boulders. 
The subsoil here is gravel. It was discovered in September 1825, in 
forming a branch of the new road leading from Bolton to Bury. It was 
probably much depressed since its formation, and was covered with a few 
inches of mould. The cop, or fence, crossed it in a North and South direc 
tion. About the centre of this Tumulus was a cist-vaen, about four feet 
six inches loiig and one foot deep, formed of four upright stones and a
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coverer, and its length was nearly North and South. In this cist-vaen was 
a skeleton, with the legs doubled up, and the head to the North. Near the 
head and on the West side was found an urn inverted, (fig. 1) 4J inches in 
the widest diameter and 3£ high, and perforated hy four small holes below 
the widest pai't. On the other side of the head was a bronze spearhead, 
4| inches long and 1| inch wide, (fig. 2) of which the point was bent back 
and a piece of the side chipped away. The urn and spearhead were taken 
to the Countess of Bradford, the Earl of Bradford being the owner of the 
land. The Watling Street from Mancuninm (Manchester) to Coccium 
(Ribchester) running N.W. and S.E., passes within three miles N.E. of 
this Tumulus.

A man, in the employ of the Earl of Bradford, the superintendent of 
the workmen who made the discovery, informs me (1852) that two other 
Tumuli [Nos. 2 and 3] were found shortly after the one just described, a few 
yards to the South of it, in the same fence; but of this fact I was not, 
until lately, made aware.

No. 4. The next discovery was made in digging for the foundations of 
the Church lately erected at Walmersley, three miles North of Bolton 
Parish Church, and about 100 yards West of the turnpike-road to Black 
burn. This was on the Southerly end of a long knoll, on the East side of 
Eagley Brook, and about fifty feet above the water; but surrounded on all 
sides by much higher hills. The soil is gravel with fine sand. It was dis 
covered in 1838, but I was not informed of the circumstance until some 
days afterwards, so that my description is taken almost entirely from the 
workmen. This burial place consisted of a Tumulus of boulders, like the 
one at Haulgh Hall; but these and the earth had, when I visited the spot, 
been nearly all removed. In the centre of the heap of boulders was a 
cist-vaen, containing a skeleton, lying North by East and South by West, 
and a grey urn, ill baked, and broken to small fragments by the workmen, 
from whose information it must have been four or five inches in diameter. 
With this urn was a white flint celt, or knife, about 2J, inches long, and 
li inches broad. This flint was afterwards lent by me to a temporary 
museum at Salford, and thence stolen. On the hill, called Turton Heights, 
about one mile North by East of this burial place, is a stone circle, (here 
after described), and at about a mile and a half S.W., on a part of Smithills 
Deane, called Egbert Dean, were found, about 40 years since, a stone 
hammer, and a bronze paalstab, now (1852) in my possession.
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No. 5. The next and last discovery of this kind was made in November 
1851, on the edge of the West bank of the river Croal, about one mile South 
west from Bolton parish church, and 100 yards East of the turnpike road to 
Manchester. The bank is sixty or seventy feet above the water, and com 
mands a view of the surrounding country for some miles, and is composed 
entirely of gravel. This burial place consisted of a Tumulus about fifteen 
feet;_diameter, and four feet deep, formed of boulders, of from three to eight 
inches diameter. About two feet in thickness of earth covered the stones ; in 
the middle of the Tumulus, was an urn about two feet high and one foot three 
inches wide, (by the workmen's account), inverted and sunk about six in 
ches into the earth, below the boulders. This arn contained the burnt bones 
of a very young person, together with bones of one or two small animals ; 
and in or close to the urn was a relic, which, by the workmen's descrip 
tion, was a piece of what is called Kimmeridge Coal-money. A small clay 
bead was also found; but as no care was taken to preserve the remains, the 
urn was broken to fragments, and probably other beads were lost. Some of 
the fragments are in the possession of Mr. Piggot, Steward to the Earl of 
Bradford, and some are in my possession; of the latter of which I send 
drawings, (fig. 4). The urn is figured here, (fig. 5), of the size described by 
the workmen, restored by Sir Henry Dryden ; but, as the curve of one of 
the fragments, at undoubtedly the largest part, gives a diameter of one foot 
and half an inch only, Sir Henry doubts whether the urn was as much as 
two feet high. The ornamentation is rude and irregular. There are one 
or two urns something like this in shape, but not in ornament, figured in 
Sir E. C. Hoare's beautiful work.

The circle of stones referred to, (in No. 4), is on the north end of Che- 
tham's Close, which is the southerly and highest division of a hill called 
Turton Heights, lying on the east side of the road from Bolton to Black 
burn. The top of this hill is boggy : near the circle is a trigonometrical 
station, whose altitude is marked on the Ordnance Map, 1075.

I accompanied Sir Henry Dryden to visit these remains in 1850, and at 
that time, there remained six stones upright, varying in height from one 
foot to four feet eight inches, and in width, from one foot six inches to four 
feet, and in thickness, from eleven inches to two feet. Judging from the 
relative distances of those remaining, three stones have been taken away. 
See Plate.

At 115 feet S.E. from the circle is a single stone ; and at 82 feet S.W. 
is another; and between these two stones is an assemblage of smaller stones 
only just appearing out of the boggy soil. This circle is about a mile and 
.a half S.W. of the Roman Road before-mentioned.






