
1-21

London.

By Mr. Garvin, War- 
rington.

By Jas. Middleton, Esq.

By R. H. Brackstone, Esq., Three large implements of flint, which with 
T --~ J   a fourth now in the British Museum, were 

found about 1794 or 1795 in a cave three 
miles from the sea at the Bay of Honduras, 
by Captain William Stott of the merchant 
service. They were procured by Mr. Brack- 
stone from a friend of Mr. Stott's after his 
decease. They are noticed in the Archaeo 
logical Journal for 1851, p. 422, which 
states by mistake that they were found in 
1810. They are among the largest objects 
of flint known to exist. Their uses are 
quite unknown.

A miniature of the Young Pretender, painted 
on silver, and found in a common sewer at 
Chester.

A wheel-lock Gun. . 
An Affghaii Knife.
A pair of Pistols in a case, with all the requi 

site accompaniments. On the inside of the 
case is inscribed " DONNE PAB LE PBEMIER 
CONSUL BONAPARTE, AU GENERAL DE COK-
DOVA, CHEF D' ESCABRE DE SA MAJESTE
CATHOLIQUE AN X DE LA BEP : FHANC."

PAPERS.

I. THE DANES IN LANCASHIEE. 

By the late John Just, Esq., Grammar School, Bury.

A victorious people have always had a wide-spreading influence over the 
people subdued by them; an inferior race never withstood with effect a

way of security but to go into his barn, and there lye behind Ms corn and hay. So after 
lie had given us some cold meat, that was ready, we, without making any bustle in the 
house, went and lay in the barn all the next day ; when towards evening, his son, who 
had been prisoner at Shrewsbury, an honest man, was released and came home to his 
father's house. And as soon as ever it began to be a little darkish, Mr. Woolfe and his 
son brought us meat into the barn; and there we discoursed with them, whether we 
might safely get over the Severn into Wales; which they advised me by no means to 
adventure upon, because of the strict guards that were kept all along the Severn, where 
any passage could be found, for preventing any body's escaping that way into Wales."

Father Hodlestone, whose grandfather and seven grand-uncles one of them Sir Win. 
Hodlestone raised two regiments for the King, adds various notes to the present account. 
He says here, " Mr. Francis Woolfe lived at Madely," [between Wellington and Bridge- 
north in Shropshire.] For similar information, see " The civil Warres of Great Britain 
and Ireland, containing an exact history of their originall progress and happy end," 
London 1CC1; "Boscobel, or the compleat history of his Most Gracious Majesty's most 
miraculous preservation, after the Battle of Worcester," Worcester 1706; and Miss 
Srtiekland's " Historic Scenes and Poetic Fancies."
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superior. The very fact that the Danes gained an ascendancy in many 
parts of England, and thoroughly subjugated others, proves their superiority 
over the Anglo-Saxons. The indigenous Britons felt the ameliorating in 
fluence of Roman superiority, and the civilization which formed an element 
of the Roman sway. The sturdy Saxon too, after the Roman era, intro 
duced into the country a more improvable character than ever appertained 
to the Celt. The Anglo-Saxons settled down into a quiet life and more 
peaceful habits than the feuds of the petty princes and chieftains of the 
Cymry allowed. Their spirit exhausted itself in the struggles for mastery, 
and when the octarchy merged into the kingdom of England, the Anglo- 
Saxon was a plodding, patient, and persevering creature, almost such as 
we see in the genuine Lancastrian peasant. As the Danes settled down 
among the Anglo-Saxon population chiefly about the period of the Anglo- 
Saxon dynasty, their influence was felt, and though evil prevailed at first, 
the amalgamation ended in good. The Romans were as superior to the 
aboriginal Britons, as the English of the present time are to the Affghans 
and Sikhs of India. The Anglo-Saxons, though not so refined as the 
Romans, were still an improvement upon the Romanized Celts, while the 
intermixture of Dane and Northman was lastly an advance upon the 
Anglo-Saxon sluggishness, and an exciting ingredient in the formation of 
what now constitutes the chivalrous, enterprising, and persevering Eng 
lishman.

Leaving to the Danes themselves to tell their own tales in their own 
way, and perhaps in their own favour more than in strict justice they ought, 
we undertake a sketch of their connexion with the county of Lancashire, 
and the effects consequent thereon, as the permanent result of their pre 
sence and settlements therein. Hitherto, history has unfolded nothing 
regarding the date when the " Vik-ings" first visited the Lancastrian coast 
and plundered the country, slaughtering the inhabitants. As their early 
visits were limited to the eastern coast, and their depredations commenced 
about A.D. 787, as recorded in the Saxon Chronicle; * we cannot assign 
dates to their movements in this quarter, nor discover the year when, for 
the first time, they landed on the Lancastrian coast. We know that A.D. 
894, f the city of Chester fell into their hands under the redoubtable Hast 
ings. This celebrated city, the Danes afterwards fortified, and made it one

* Sax. Cliron. Co. t Sax, Chron. 2ft, 106.



133

of the chain which connected the west with the east, the Dee and the 
Mersey with the Humber. The body of the people along with Hastings waa 
chiefly Danish. They had ventured along the southern coast, doubled the 
Land's End in Cornwall, and harassing, as they proceeded, the Welsh; 
they took and garrisoned Chester, on then' way to the north. Another band 
down from the Orkneys, and from the rendezvous of the Isle of Man, which 
they had subdued, made frequent irruptions upon the Lancastrians. These, 
however, were chiefly Norse. The ancient Dane and the Norse were quite 
distinct, though often combined in their piratical expeditions. Even yet, 
the districts where either of the two prevailed, tells its tale in the names of 
places, persons, and customs which they have left behind them. The 
history of words implies the usages of people, and oftentimes more clearly 
points out facts than the obsolete habits, the existence of which they alone 
recognise and indicate.

When the Danes, whether along with Hastings, and subsequently, or 
from the Orkneys, Sodorcy and Man, the Norse, invaded the fertile districts 
of Lancashire Cumberland and Westmoreland were under the dominion 
of the Cumrian Britons. On this district the Anglo-Saxons had made 
aggressions wherever they could. But, mountains to them were insuper 
able barriers. Only on the other, or western side of Morecambe Bay, had 
the Anglo-Saxons been able to obtain a footing against, and among the 
Cumbrians, who, with the absolute hatred with which they regarded the 
race, retired within their fastnesses, when overcome, and left the domain 
once and for ever to the successful foe. When King Alfred divided the 
kingdom into shires, he stepped not over the limits of the Mersey and the 
Humber. In aftertimes, when Cumberland and Westmoreland were 
ceded by the Scottish kings to the monarchs of England, the lower part of 
Furness Fells being of Anglo-Saxon race, was considered as a portion of Lan 
cashire, and as before, so then it became an integral portion of the county 
of Lancaster. But ere this, the Danes had settled among the Anglo- 
Saxons, and, these hating those, yielded quiet possession of many districts. 
Danish names, and Norwegian terms, were imposed upon many a district, 
residence, and place. Lancashire was divided into hundreds like the 
Mercian dynasty, of which it had all along felt the influence. We, hence, 
can assign no period when the subdivision of hundreds took place, but that 
mentioned by Tngulphus; but we know that the Danish influence at the
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time was so great, as to impose its own names on three of the five hun 
dreds which Lancashire comprises. Vid. Tugulp Croy., B. ii, p. 44.

As hundreds were subdivisions in Denmark and France prior to Alfred's 
time, and Alfred adopted rather than ordained them, we may infer that, 
ere King Alfred's time, the Danes had obtained within Lancashire, many 
settlements which are distinguished by Danish names ; yet, if we exclude 
Lancashire altogether from the sphere of his authority, and consider it with 
many, as a veritable portion of Northumbria then it was under the juris 
diction of the Denelaga, and the hundreds must have been of Danish intro 
duction. This, however, as will hereafter be seen, indicates a much greater 
Danish influence than ever prevailed within the county; even yet, the 
southern division is more Mercian than Danish in its character. The 
evidence adduced by names, we will now produce, and assign such reasons 
as are most apparent.

The northern hundred of the shire is named Lonsdale, in consequence 
of the vale of the Lune being the head-quarters of the Danes in their set 
tlements. Lonsdale is a true Danish word, The Danes, hence, had so 
much influence in the northen limit, that they could assign a name of their 
own to a hundred. Included within this hundred, is the territory across 
Morecambe Bay, called Lonsdale, north of the sands. Danish influence ex 
tended further also, as the sequel will shew. The second hundred, and the 
one adjoining Lonsdale, is called Amounderness; "ness" is certainly a 
more common name in Norse and Danish, than in Anglo-Saxon. Yet, as 
Aymundr or Omundr is a genuine Norse name, it seems more correct to 
assign the name of this hundred also to the Danes, than to the Anglo- 
Saxons. Most likely, the " Vik-ing" who first landed thereon was Omundr, 
and the whole district thence, in Danish parlance, obtained the appellative 
of Omundr's Promontory, or foreland at the entrance of the great bay.

To the third hundred lying more inland, the name of Blackburnshire, or 
Blagborne has been given. It seems from the term, first to have had a 
primary term applied; as if it had been a primary division such as Rich- 
mondshire, in Yorkshire, but subsequently fell into a secondary series. 
As a name it is, like the shire in which one of its titles terminates, wholly 
Anglo-Saxon. We shall see hereafter, that this part of the county offered 
no allurements to the Danes, who, as masters, settled down only where 
houses were built, the country cultivated, and abundance smiled, within a 
certain distance from the sea, the vast home of the old Vik-ings.
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The fourth hundred is that of Salford, also inland and Saxon. Perhaps 
this hundred includes natives who are less mixed with Scandinavian popula 
tion than any other in the north of England. As specimens of the Anglo- 
Saxon breed, that of genuine Mercians, this hundred supplies in the rural 
districts especially, multitudes of individuals male and female. The broad 
bulky chest and square shoulders, low broad foreheads, ruddy complexions, 
and sinewy legs and arms, show the make of the old Mercian ; one who, 
though he might be slow in his movements, and not over ready in his appre 
hension, yet was difficult to put out of his way if he felt the disinclination. 
He had a low tower of strength in himself not found in any of his fellows. 
Only let him fight long enough, and the victory was ever his own.

The fifth and last hundred of the shire has much seacoast, and there 
fore, came more under Danish inspection. The name of West Derby is 
Danish, and also the name of the hundred. The Danes, therefore, had 
been within it, and had the honour of giving it its name. It was far, how 
ever, from being so much under Danish influence as the other Danish 
hundreds ; the Danes, as we shall presently see, having limited their visits 
and settlements to the coast, the interior not being choice enough in con 
dition and other incentives to attract such fastidious choosers, as had all 
civilized Europe for their selection, and who generally speaking, were 
capable of securing to themselves their own choice by force of arms.

The renowned Hastings reached Chester on the Wirrall, A.D. 894. 
After having been driven from pillar to post, and post to pillar throughout 
most of the southen»»*ti$tricts of the kingdom by the hero of the Anglo- 
Saxons, Alfred hims4fl* Chester fell into Hastings' hands, and he fortified 
the place. Alfred, however, hunted him out, besieged him in his fortress, 
and fleeing through North Wales from the victor, he repaired to his ships, 
and entering the Thames, sailed up past London, and wintered in the heart 
of the victorious monarch's kingdom. Truly named, Hastings was in haste 
everywhere, yet everywhere favoured by fortune, that fortune which often 
times favours the clear head and the valiant right arm.*

We have introduced this digression, because South Lancashire being so 
near to the chief seat of Danish influence, when they predominated on the 
western coast, would be likely to be effected by the movements of those 
restless, and almost everywhere-present marauders. A.D. 910, Edward the

* Sax. Chron. 25, 106. Cam. vol. iii, p. 42.
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Elder having defeated the Danes in a great battle at Woclensfield, fortified 
the confines of Northumbria and Mercia. In Chester, he fortified Ches 
ter itself, Runcorn, and Thelwall. In Lancashire, Manchester; showing 
that in the interior across the Mersey, the Mercians had then territory and 
influence. We proceed, therefore, with our subject, leaving open to infer 
ence, that the West Derby hundred was known and partially occupied ere 
this period, by the off-shoots of the great Danish movement under Hast 
ings, and most likely, in many and minor ways and occasions by other ad- 
Yenturers from the kingdom-seeking sons of the north. Our first investiga 
tion will be confined to the hundred of West Derby, and to the evidence of 
local names within the same.

The word by is well known to be Danish, and especially of that section 
of the invaders who left the confines of Denmark, properly so called. Our 
English word by, as a suffix in the names of places, is derived from this 
word. J3y, means a fixed residence, and is exactly synonymous with, the 
Anglo-Saxon, " bidan," to stay or abide, whence the modern English word 
" abode" has descended. Before the admixture of Danes and Norse among 
the Saxons, the Anglo-Saxon tongue had no such word in its vocabulary; 
all names of places then terminating in by, are as undoubtedly of Danish 
origin as Danemark itself is of the Danish occupation. West Derby then 
is of truly Danish derivation. The Danes settled at the place, and imposed 
the name of the spot, and thence from their greater jurisdiction there than 
elsewhere, it was transferred to the whole hundred. West Derby implies 
an East Derby, and Derbyshire sprung from that Derby, also indicates the 
superiority of the place in the terms we are describing. What East Derby 
then was to Derbyshire, West Derby was to the Derby hundred within the 
shire of Lancaster.

It was not so much owing to any inferiority in the warlike qualities of 
the Anglo-Saxons, that the Danes gained so frequently the mastery over 
them, as to the influence of Christianity. Just as Christianity by its reflex- 
influence prepared the way for the overthrow of the greatest and the last of 
all the vast empires that the world has ever seen or history recorded, viz.,  
the Roman; so had a like feeling pervaded England, when the pagan 
Danes fell upon it. Then, ambition connected with talent and worth, found 
a fitting medium for action in the church and the cloister. The pen was 
handled by the mighty rather than the sword. The heart was softened 
by the greatest of all influences which can touch it to the core ; and, though



it can make the bravest still more brave, it is in the passive voice, it is in 
the quiet endurance, the fortitude that fears not death, but overcomes it 
with the exultation of Martyrdom, that cries out God's will be done, and 
makes God's will its own, that Christianity triumphs. The brave Britons, 
whom the swarming legionaries of Rome could only partially conquer, and 
never entirely overawe, received Christianity from Constantine; and weak 
ened in various ways, and exhausted by draughts to the empire, and monks 
going to Bangor and other places in thousands, they were afterwards not able 
to scare away a few Scots and Picts from the Roman Wall, but let them 
overcome the entire kingdom. Christianity conquered the Roman empire, 
and not Goth, and Hun, and Vandal. It divided the empire against itself 
 the sure premonitory symptom, that such was more than the divided 
house can stand. It is only when Christianity wields the high adjunct of 
civilization which it fosters and encourages in its adult state, that the 
highest courage and most indomitable fortitude co-exist with the still higher 
ennobling qualities of the true Christian character. When daring is felt 
to be a duty, then it joined to physical qualities of the perfect man, crown 
ing him with a diadem of noble deeds, that shows him to be the prince of 
humanity.

If the Anglo-Saxons had settled in a goodly land, and quietly, compara 
tively speaking, enjoyed a prosperity unknown to them in their pagan 
homes on the continent the sea; and during their unsettled movements, 
if they had built churches, and endowed monasteries with a princely mag 
nificence, of which many a relic still adorns the land, the Danes, when 
they came, and saw, and conquered in many instances, fell into the same 
habits. Conquered Rome, converted and conquered its barbarian and 
heathen masters to the dominion of the cross. Anglo-Saxon converted his 
Danish neighbour, and subdued him with the cross. The higher the super 
stition of the pagan, the greater the devotee when he is converted. All along, 
the Danes had evinced a superstitious reverence for their mythology; Odin 
and Thor, a warrior's heaven, and warrior's delight mingled up cups of en 
chantment, more intoxicating than ale or mead, till men loathed life, if 
death met them not sword in hand, and despatched them to the nether 
world. Hence, when the Danes were converted to Christianity by their in 
tercourse with the Anglo-Saxons, they transferred all their superstitious 
feelings to the emblems of Christianity, which the Anglo-Saxons had never 
done. The Danes, more than any other people reverenced their dead.
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Wherever a hero fell, even if hut a short time was at their command, it 
sufficed to cover his remains, and fix a mark on the spot. If nothing 
more suitable was at hand, they covered the hero's grave with the boat 
which had borne him up many a river to many a victory in many a land ; 
and if more time allowed, they reared a banta-stone over his remains, or 
heaped up a " haugr" or hill, in memory of his name and actions. Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway; Scotland and Ireland near their coasts; and England 
contain many of these memorials yet, though the spoilers, the spade and 
the plough, and time more mighty than all, have assailed them on every 
hand. But when Christianity upset the " hofs" of Thor and the sacred 
enclosures, and made fires of their temples and images, then crosses were 
reared over the Christians' graves, and the customs of the pagan state trans 
ferred as far as could be allowed into the practices of their newly-adopted 
creed. This accounts for the great number of " Crosbys" in the Danish 
districts. On the coast of the West Derby hundred, there are "Great 
Crosby" and " Little Crosby," memorials of Danish residence, and Danish 
remains within the limits of such spots; evidences too of their early culti 
vation, when barrenness reigned around them.

We do not meet with many Danish settlements in Southern Lancashire. 
Though advantageously situated for then1 inroads, the country at the time 
was unfavourable ; a low, swampy, boggy plain ran along almost from the 
Mersey to the Kibble, and penetrated inland beyond their ken on the coast. 
During the Eoman sway, these bogs and marshes not being worthy of 
Roman occupation as fixed tenements, furnished retreats for the Britons 
when at variance with their masters. The turn outs of these days were into 
the marshy districts. This is the reason why the Komans had no fixed sta 
tion nor military road within the West Derby hundred. Traces of tempo 
rary occupation may be found, but the great features of Roman residences 
are wanting. After the Romans, for a like reason, the Anglo-Saxons were 
but thinly scattered within the district, and hence, the Danes as spoilers, 
had little to do from their usual allurement.

Churches also were built by the naturalized Danes in all places where 
they settled; and just as easy as it is to recognize their dwellings by their 
bys, so is it to know the places where they reared their churches. Their 
name for a church was " kirkja." Hence in whatever compound name this 
word enters as a component, there it indicates a Danish origin. Hence
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Kirkby, and Formby, and Ormskirk, and Kirkdale are places appertaining 
to the early Anglo-Danish history.

Dale is likewise a genuine Danish appellative ; in Kirkdale, as already 
noticed, it enters. Besides this place in this hundred, we find Skelsmere- 
dale, Ainsdale, Kirkdale, and Cuerdale; such as these are general names. 
Hereafter we shall notice (if needed) the particular.

The Danes formed no settlements as general localities along the Lancas 
trian banks of the Mersey. The Cheshire side had more charms for them, 
as being better cultivated from the natural advantages of the soil. The walls 
of Runcorn enabled them to sail up the river, until they fell in with the 
Eoman roads, which enabled them to penetrate into Derbyshire and North- 
umbria. Nor did the Ribble furnish them with a much better choice; 
altogether, the territory was poor too poor for their possession. Nor 
could the united energies of Saxon and Dane improve it. It was almost 
valueless when the Domboc registered the wealth of the kingdom. The 
only two places which the Danes seem to have noticed in their navigation of 
the Ribble, were Walton-le-Dale, and the more important Cuerdale, now 
renowned in archaeology for the richest find of ancient coins recorded in 
history. It would be the wantonness of conjecture to presume for what pur 
pose the Danes brought a treasure amounting to 7,000 pieces into Cuerdale, 
and equally so, to conceive a reason for their leaving them there. They, 
however, teach us a very valuable lesson in the habits and customs of the 
time, let the causes of their concealment be what they may. Bars of silver, 
amulets, broken rings, and ornaments of various kinds, such as we read of 
in Scandinavian Sagas, were mingled with the coins; many countries had 
been rifled for this treasure. Kufic, Italian, Byzantine, French, Anglo- 
Saxon coins were in the booty; besides 3,000 genuine Danish pieces, 
minted by kings and yarls on the continent, and within the precincts of the 
districts in which the Danes had settled. The coins are so well known, 
that further notice of them would be tedious and discursive.

Another discovery of Danish treasure was made at Harkirke, near Crosby, 
already mentioned. The coins here found were of a more recent deposit, 
and contained but one of Canute the Great. Recent times have introduced 
those changes into the hundred which disturb the surface of the ground for 
a variety of purposes. Almost stagnant previously, was the condition of 
the natives from the conquest until the beginning of the present century.
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Cultivation had extended, but it was on a low scale, and with no tendency 
whatever to improvement. Nothing new in any way was introduced. The 
Saxon " timbered" his house as in the days of Alfred. Post and pillar, 
rushes and clay plaster interlarded; and a thatched roof was frequent as 
the residence of the peasant. The Dane kept to the shore, and contented 
himself chiefly with fishing. His habits had survived, but his spirit in 
stinctively followed the feelings of his fathers. The sea was his farm. He 
dredged the coast and the estuary, had his boat and his innate love of 
danger, till Liverpool sprung up with the magic of eastern fable, and turned 
out many a rover to visit every region in the world. The race of the Vik 
ings are, many of them, the richest merchants on the earth's surface.

II. BEITISH BURIAL PLACES NEAR BOLTON, Co. LANCASTER.

By Matthew Dawes, Esq., F.G.S.

In a densely populated manufacturing district, like the neighbourhood of 
Bolton, it is particularly interesting to find traces of the early inhabitants 
of this island, which the hand of time and the progress of civilization have 
still spared to the antiquary. I have therefore thrown together a few 
notes, briefly describing the British burial places which have been discovered 
near Bolton, during the last twenty-seven years; within which period five 
Tumuli have been exposed to view, the first, fourth, and fifth of which I 
personally inspected, accompanied in the latter instance by my friend Sir 
Henry E. L. Dryden, Bart, to whose pencil this Society is indebted for 
several of the drawings which illustrate this paper, and for the plan and 
view of the stone circle hereafter mentioned.

No. 1. Near Haulgh Hall, about a quarter of a mile South-east from 
Bolton Parish Church, on a piece of high flat land, on the East bank of 
the Croal, and about fifty feet above that river, was a Tumulus, about 
thirty feet in diameter and four feet deep, consisting of small boulders. 
The subsoil here is gravel. It was discovered in September 1825, in 
forming a branch of the new road leading from Bolton to Bury. It was 
probably much depressed since its formation, and was covered with a few 
inches of mould. The cop, or fence, crossed it in a North and South direc 
tion. About the centre of this Tumulus was a cist-vaen, about four feet 
six inches loiig and one foot deep, formed of four upright stones and a


