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The following in illustration of the second 
paper: 

1. Southport, with a View of the old or first 
Inn, 2. Old Inn and Lord Street. 3. 
General View, looking north.

PAPERS.

I. HISTORICAL NOTES, RESPECTING THE TOWNSHIP AND VILLAGE OF

EVERTON.

By James Storehouse.

[From the great length of the paper as read to the Society, it has been found neces 
sary to condense it very materially: many interesting and curious particulars connected 
with the township have therefore been unavoidably omitted.] ED.

The township of Everton is a locality the features of which are rapidly 
changing. The following notice of it may appear to such of the members 
as are familiar with the History of Liverpool, to contain many statements 
of facts perfectly well known ; but local information which is collected and 
arranged for a society at large, is always comparatively interesting to those 
even who are acquainted with it.

Of the antiquity of Everton there can be no question. In Doomsday 
book it is mentioned as Hiretun, which may be regarded as the first form 
of the name; and it was afterwards written Yerton. Probably both signified 
Over-town or Higher-town, i.e. the town on the hill. It has also been called 
Dunnock Brow. It is a township in the parish of Walton-on-the-Hill, and 
part of it lies within the Borough of Liverpool. In early times, it must 
have been a most agreeable place, commanding as it did an uninterrupted 
view of the sea, the river Mersey, the Cheshire coast, the Welsh hills in 
the distance, and the champaign country northward and eastward.

In 1066 or shortly after, the Conqueror granted to Roger de Poictiers 
the lands lying between the Eibble and Mersey, " inter Eipe et Mersham," 
which included Everton. This chieftain appears to have been of a turbu 
lent disposition; by grants to his followers, he was the founder of the Lan 
cashire families of Molyneux, Gerard, Halsall, Villiers, Norris, Blundell, and 
others. He was afterwards dispossessed of his lands, they were restored, how 
ever, in the reign of William Rufus ; but having been known as a rebellious 
leader, he was stripped of them a second time, when they were conferred
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upon Stephen, afterwards King of England. There is also a story current 
that Eoger de Poictiers, in his anxiety to join the Crusades, pawned his 
possessions to King Rufus, and was afterwards unable to redeem them.

In the 9th year of Henry III. (1325) the King issued a mandate to the 
Sheriff of Lancashire " to permit his tenants in Everton to have reason 
able ' estovers' out of the King's wood at West Derby, as they were used to 
do in the time of his father King John, and that he do not compel them to 
other suit and service than they were accustomed to in the time aforesaid." 
Hence it would appear that Everton was then a manor of itself; the tenants 
holding their lands by a direct yearly rent and service to the King.

In 1229 the Manor of Everton was added to the possessions of Ranulph, 
Earl of Chester. It is probable that in his time the establishment of the 
Beacon took place ; communicating perhaps with the castles of Halton and 
Beeston in Cheshire.

On the death of Ranulph without issue, Everton passed into the hands of 
the Derby family, through Agnes his sister, who had married William Ferrers, 
Earl of Derby. In the 33rd year of Henry III. (1249), the possession of 
Everton, with all the other possessions of Ranulph lying between the 
Mersey and the Ribble, were confirmed to this family. In 1252, the Earl 
of Derby obtained a charter of Free Warren for ever, through all his pos 
sessions in Liverpool, Everton, Crosby, Wavretree, and Salford. On the 
death of the Earl of Derby in 1254, his son Robert succeeded him; and 
forfeiting his Lancashire estates they were bestowed on a younger son of 
Henry III., who became Earl of Derby, forming a new line. On the 
death of Edmund in 1296, Thomas, Earl of Leicester, Derby, &c., suc 
ceeded him; and he gave to Robert de Holland the manor of Everton, 
but it afterwards reverted to the Derby family at his death. In 1327, at 
an Inquisition taken at Lancaster before Simon de Grimesty, it was stated 
" that Thomas, late Earl of Lancaster, held in fee various manors, by the 
service of rendering an ambling nag or 40 shillings per annum; that there 
was at West Derby an ancient castle ; and that there were at Everton 19 
nativi who held 24 oxgangs* of land." In the 1st year of Edward I. (1327) 
at an Inquisition held at Wigan, it appeared that Robert de Holland had 
entered into possession seven years before, in or about 1320. In the 25th 
of Edward III. (] 352) Henry, Earl of Lancaster and Derby " did give and

* Thirteen acres are reckoned to the oxgang.



grant his town of Everton to John Barret, yielding for the same four 
pounds." In the grant it is clearly shewn that Everton constituted a 
special manor; and it is covenanted therein that in the event of Barret 
dying without issue, the manor should revert to the Earl of Lancaster and 
his heirs for ever. John Barret, who was appointed castellain of Liverpool in 
1365, by Henry, Duke of Lancaster, appears to have died without issue ; 
for we find that Everton once more became crown land, and came into the 
possession of John of Gaunt, who married the daughter of Henry, Duke of 
Lancaster. John of Gaunt was succeeded by Henry Bolingbroke, Earl of 
Derby, afterwards Henry IV.

In the 3rd Henry VII. (1488) at an Inquisition taken at Walton, the 
boundary to the south of Walton is thus described. " It begins at Carton 
cross, and following to Darling dale and to the east end thereof, and so over 
the Breck by one ancient ditch to the lands of Everton called Hangfield * 
Ditch, on the south part of the common of pasture of Walton." Hang- 
field is sometimes written Hongfield ; and the ditch mentioned ran west- 
wardly, dividing Walton Breck from Everton Breck, and other parts of 
Everton from the southern limits of the Walton township. The lands in 
Everton were known by the name of Whitefield, Netherfield, and Hangfield.

Prior to the 15th century the greater part of Everton was waste land, 
and served as pasture for the cattle of the people of Kirkdale, for which 
privilege they paid to Everton Os. 8d. annually, while Everton had to pay 
to the Lord of the Manor 13s. 4d. as a quit or chief rent, called " Breck- 
silver." This sum was paid up to the 1st October, 1833, and was derived 
from the rent of a cottage close to St. Domingo Pool still standing, 
which produced £Q 9s. per annum, £5 15s. of which went for the Lord's 
rent, 13s. 4d. for " Breck-silver," and 4d. for the receipt.

In the 17th James I. (1620) the copyholders of West Derby and Wavre- 
tree sent to treat with the crown respecting " a composition to be paid to 
his Majesty for the confirmation of the copyholders' estates, and for granting 
the wastes and commons of said Manors by copy of court roll." The crown 
Commissioners proposed that " such tenants should pay thirty years' rent of 
their ancient rent; and they would be confirmed for ever in possession on 
paying, at the death of any tenant, or on surrender to his Majesty, one-third 
part of the yearly rent as a fine and the yearly rent of 4d. per acre, of seven

* The name is now changed to Anfield.
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and a-half yards to the perch, the first payment to be made within a year 
of possession being given " The copyholders of West Derby and Wavretree 
agreed, but those of Everton neither joined in the application nor accepted 
the proposals of the crown, and they were supported by a decision of the 
Duchy Court, issued 18th James I. (1621), which run thus: "It is 
ordered that the allotments and enclosures of the wastes of Everton shall 
stay and be forborne till further hearing of said difference, at which time 
the court will order to whom the said wastes of Everton shall be granted."

In the 4th Charles I. (1629), the King, by letters patent dated June 14th, 
granted to certain citizens of London, viz.: Edward Ditchfleld, John 
Highlord, Humphrey Clarke, and Francis Mosse and to their heirs the 
Manor of West Derby. The patentees claimed under the grant, Wavretree 
and Everton also, but the tenants of Everton refusing to pay them, their 
goods were distrained, on which, petitioning the King, they had the matter 
referred to the Duchy Court of Lancaster, and the disputants were sum 
moned to the Duchy House in the Strand, to appear on the Oth November, 
1032, before the Chancellor, Lord Newburgh, the Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer, and the Attorney-General.

On the 23rd December, 1633, it was decided "that the tenants of 
Wavretree and Everton may keep their rents in their hands, and shall not 
be troubled by distress or other process out of the Court for the same, until 
such time as they have direction from the Court to whom they shall pay 
the same." The patentees, not satisfied, brought a bill into Chancery, and 
distrained the tenants of Everton and Wavretree for non-payment. The 
tenants applied to the Duchy Court, and the following order was made  
" That the bailiff of the Manor of West Derby, upon notice of this order, 
shall forbear to impose, collect, or gather any fines or amercements of any 
of the said tenants and inhabitants of Wavretree and Everton for not 
appearing and doing service at the said Halmote Court kept for the said 
Manor of West Derby, or for any other matter against them or any of them, 
in anywise." On the llth February, 1035, the Court of Chancery dis 
missed the cause, and the rights of Wavretree and Everton were estab 
lished. The patentees, however, distrained again, and in consequence, on 
the 17th February, 1635, it was ordered, that the Receiver-General should 
receive the two and a-half years' rent then due, amounting to £12 11s. lid., 
and give an acquittance for it, and that they should continue to pay their
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rents to him. Litigation continued, the tenants of Everton took pro 
ceedings on the 20th May, 1636, and the Court of Chancery made the 
following order : " That the plaintiffs shall reply to the defendants' ans 
wers before the end of Michaelmas next, and the cause to proceed to legal 
hearing in this Court according to ordinary course, and the injunction 
formerly granted to stand in force." On the 8th May, 1638, it was ordered 
that the cause be set down to be tried on the ensuing 7th June, on ten 
days' warning being given to the plaintiffs or any one of them. But the 
plaintiffs, instead of litigating the matter further, made a purchase of the 
manors of Everton and Wavretree. In 1639, Charles, by letters patent in 
the 14th year of his reign, gave and granted to Ditchfield, Highlord, 
Clarke, and Mosse, the towns of Wavretree and Everton.

On the 20th June, 1639, the patentees sold to James, Lord Stanley, the 
manor of West Derby and the towns of Everton and Wavretree, who in 
1642, the 17th Charles I,, appointed a Court for these manors, Sir Richard 
Molineux, Bart., being Steward. At this Court it was proved that Everton 
paid £5 lls. 3Jd. for the enclosed lands, and for the commons called 
Hongfield, Whitefield, and Netherfleld 13s. 4d. per annum, and at every 
Zing's fifteen,* 2s. for the said commons.

After many disputes, at last in 1667, the Everton copyholders agreed 
to pay the Earl of Derby 12 years' rent, of their ancient rent, and permit 
him to enclose 69 acres of the commons land for self and heirs, on 
condition that he would confirm their copyhold rents certain for ever, 
with the privilege of the other two-thirds left unenclosed, amounting 
to 120 acres. This agreement is dated 1st January, 1667. It is 
probable that the Heyeses availed themselves of this arrangement to 
build their house, which still stands in Everton Village and bears

date as follows: 
H

M
1688

On the death of the Earl of Derby, in

1702, the entailed estates went to another branch of the Stanley family, 
but Everton and those un-entailed came to Lady Henrietta Maria, Baroness 
of Ashburnham, whose trustees, in 1716, granted a lease of 1000 years, of 
115 acres of the common land to certain copyholders of Everton, in con-

* The King's fifteens -were amongst the oldest rates in the kingdom, and were super 
seded by the land tax. In Magna Charta, fifteenths are named in payment to the King 
as being one-fifteenth of all moveables.
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sideration of £115 ready money. Thus only five acres of common land re 
mained The copyholders had to pay £5 15s., or one shilling per acre on the 
land leased, and 13s. 4d. " Breck-silver." This lease is important, as from 
its date, all the waste land in Everton, with the exception of the five acres, 
which include the mere and some patches of ground, was reclaimed.

In 1717 Mr. Isaac Green, a solicitor of Liverpool, whose wife was 
daughter and heiress of Sir Gilbert Ireland, purchased the rights, privileges 
and emoluments of the Manor of Everton, with those of the Manors of West 
Derhy and Wavretree. On his death, July 5th, 1749, his possessions be 
came the property of his daughters, co-heiresses, afterwards Mrs. Blackburn 
of Hale, and Mrs. Gascoyne of Childwall. Everton fell to Miss Mary 
Green, who married Bamber Gascoyne, Esq., M.P., of Barking, Essex, by 
whom she had two sons. At Mrs. Gascoyne's death, May 8th, 1799, the 
Manors of West Derby, Everton and Wavretree, descended to Bamber 
Gascoyne, Esq., the elder son, many years M.P. for Liverpool. General 
Gascoyne was the other son. At the death of the younger Mr. Bamber 
Gascoyne, 16th January, 1824, the Manors were inherited by his daughter, 
who married the Marquis of Salisbury, by whom they are now enjoyed.

An important event in the history of the Township is its occupation by 
Prince Rupert, in 1664. He encamped on the high ground between Shaw 
Street and Everton Village, and established his head quarters in a cottage 
which was pulled down April 22nd, 1845. Behind it, until lately, there 
was a mound, on which a battery is said to have been constructed. In 
1844 a gun and sword, thickly encrusted with rust, were dug up from the 
area of this mound, which was used as a garden. Few details of the events 
of the siege are on record, which is singular, considering the length of time 
Everton was occupied. Prince Rupert, after taking Bolton, and refreshing 
his troops, towards the end of May, 1644, marched to Liverpool, and 
arrived on the 1 st June. He attacked, first the north side of the town, 
which was defended by a ditch 12 yards wide and three deep, extending 
from the east end of Dale Street to the river. Ramparts were also con 
structed of woollen packs, brought over from Ireland by refugees from the 
religious persecution then taking place in that country. The river defended 
it on the west, and on the south the Pool, which would also protect the 
east, as it ran up Whitechapel, then called Frog Lane. We may suppose 
also, that on the west side of Whitechapel, which was skirted by open fields,
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lying between it and Dale Street, now occupied by Button Street, Sir 
Thomas' Buildings, &c., batteries were hastily constructed, which assisted 
in keeping off the assailants so long. The attack on the north side failing, 
Prince Rupert moved to Everton, and is said to have extended his lines on 
the heathery brow of the hill, from the Beacon to what is now called 
Brunswick Road.

It is to be doubted whether Prince Rupert ever thought seriously of 
taking Liverpool from Everton, as it is evidently too distant from Liverpool. 
What was Prince Rupert's motive, then, in remaining at Everton ? It was 
not to be out of harm's way, as there never was a braver soldier. It was not 
through ignorance, as he was an engineer of first-rate abilities. His true 
character has only of late been made known, and as a warrior by sea and land, 
and as a statesman, he had few equals. He was skilled in the arts of the 
sculptor, the musician, the poet and the chemist. What then were his mo 
tives for attacking Liverpool from Everton ? It is most probable and pos 
sible, that finding " the crow's nest," as he contemptuously called Liverpool, 
to be " a den of lions," as he afterwards called it, he busied himself while at 
Everton in that negociation which eventually placed the town in his hands. 
Whatever were his motives, he soon advanced his line of attack to the London 
Road, where he threw up batteries opposite the ends of Norton and Seymour 
Streets, extending them thence northwards towards Gerard and Hunter 
Streets and Shaw's Brow, and on the south, on the site of the houses which 
lie between London Road and Copperas Hill, which were then open fields.

As corroborative of this it may be mentioned, that some 35 years ago a 
very old lady stated that she remembered a trench to be open in those 
fields, and that in her young days it was said " to have been opened by 
Prince Rupert." In this trench several rebels of the year '45, hanged at the 
Gallows Mill adjacent, were buried. In 1805 the trenches in London 
Road were discovered for about twenty yards, opposite to Norton Street. 
The rock seemed to have been cut through very deeply, but filled up with 
rubbish. In these trenches broken flasks, bones, shot-belts, leaden balls, 
and a portion of a wall were found. In 3745, while digging the founda 
tions of the Old Infirmary, which stood on the site of St. George's Hall, 
other trenches were found, and in them were cartouche boxes, bottles, a gar- 
devin, &c.; and in 1821 remains of trenches were again found in Gloucester 
Street. Prince Rupert not succeeding on this side, moved again to the North,
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and on the 26th June carried the town by escalade, being assisted, it is said, 
by persons in the town itself.

Rupert's Cottage was a long, low thatched building, of a single story, and 
nearly rectangular, being about five yards in width at the Eastern end and 
somewhat wider at the Western ; its length was twenty yards. It was built 
of rubble and broken stone. The rafters were of oak, and two beams are 
at this date to be seen in the yard of Mr. Jones of Everton, plasterer, who 
purchased the materials when the cottage was taken down, and serve as up 
rights for a timber rack. From its timber also, Mr. Joseph Mayer, F.S.A., 
caused a vase to be made, which was presented by the Society in 1848 to 
Lord Albert D. Conyngham, now Lord Londesborough, and a case for con 
taining the address of the Corporation of Liverpool on the occasion of Her 
Majesty's visit in 1851. There was a projecting closet attached to the cot 
tage, which was taken down some fifty years ago, The interior of the 
cottage was of the usual humble description. There is in the Collegiate 
Institution, an old cabinet, purchased from the inmates of the cottage, 
which is said to have been in it in Prince Rupert's time.

At the time of the siege, the army occupied the hill from the Beacon to 
Low Hill, which was then completely covered with heather, without a single 
dwelling. In Everton there were a few cottages, one of which, of the 
same date probably as Prince Rupert's, was pulled down about five or six 
years ago. Previous to 1700 the whole of the North and South sides of 
the hill were unbuilt upon. Nearly opposite to Halliday's Coffee House 
(licensed about 1770) in Rupert's Lane, on the site where Mr. Shand's 
gates now stand, were a pinfold and cage. In 1787 the pinfold was re 
moved to Netherfield Road and the cage was erected in the triangular 
spot of ground on the sloping brow. This field was anciently called 
Barn o' the Hill field, as a barn once stood upon it, and was sold to 
the township in 1770 by Mr. Seacombe for £20. In 1797 the grass on it 
was sold for the first time for 5s. Mr. Harper, who obtained the town 
ship's order for the removal of the pinfold and cage, built, in 1790, Mr. 
Shand's house, and improved Rupert Lane, which at that time was deeply 
rutted and almost impassable. The site of Rupert's Terrace was formerly 
a smithy, connected with the village by a footpath, which probably is repre 
sented by a passage which connects at the present day the lane and the 
village. Previous to 1830 there stood opposite to the Parish Office a Cross,
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on which was a dial. The township kept it in repair, as we find that in 1774 
" a shilling was paid to a mayson for squaring the dial," and in 1785 the same 
sum for repairing the cross, and in 1787, £2. 15s. 5d. for the same purpose. 
During the sweating sickness in Liverpool, in 1650, a market was held 
round the cross, and the money in passing between the parties was dropped 
into a bucket of water. The cross was removed in 1820, as it was found 
to be in the way of vehicles, and some accidents had been occasioned by it. 
But as it was much venerated, it was secretly removed by two individuals 
during the night, and the stones were deposited in the cage till the excite 
ment caused by its disappearance ceased.

Within the last five or six years there stood in the village an old cottage 
of similar construction to Prince Rupert's, probably occupied during the 
siege by his officers. Its place is now occupied by the Parish Office, and 
the original fire-place is shewn in the outer office. In 1759 Molly Bushell, 
the originator of the famous Everton toffee, resided here it was made 
from a receipt of Dr. Gerrard's. The present Mr. Sandiford of the village 
is a descendant of this Mrs. Bushell, and preserves the original receipt.

The cottages which skirt the deep brow rising from Netherfield Road 
were built about 1693, and among them we have another toffee establish- 
ment kept by Mrs. Cooper, which has been in her family for more than 
fifty years. The shambles near these cottages are supposed by some to be 
of very ancient date, but they have been erected within the last thirty-five 
years only.

In the narrow part of the street leading from the village to the com 
mencement of Church Street there are two cottages, built by an old and 
respectable Everton family of the name of Heyes before alluded to, one is 
dated 1688 ; the other is dated 1784. Where Rupert Lane, Church Street, 

I . Everton Village, and Breck Road meet was anciently called "Four lane 
ends."

The main approach from Liverpool was by the present Everton 
Crescent, the fields about which were formerly called Richmond mea 
dows. This road was formerly called Causeway Lane, and afterwards 

.Loggerhead Lane, from a public house which was near the site of 
the present "Loggerheads Revived"*: near it stood a dyer's house

* The house was previously occupied ty & private family, and in it Mrs. Hemans 
spent ninny of her curly years. *J

'  '     j:
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and a pond surrounded by willows. The sum of £8. 13s. lOd. was paid 
by the township for paving this lane, which was often almost impass 
able from ruts. The Crescent was built shortly after 1807, the two fields 
on which it stands having been purchased by Messrs. Webster, Highfield, 
Bibby and Scholefield. From the early part of the eighteenth century 
the houses of Everton improved greatly, and towards the end of it, the 
Liverpool merchants built many elegant, mansions. The value of laud in 
creased, so that £21 were paid for what would have been let for only the same 
number of shillings formerly. In 1549 the fields at the back of Aspinall's 
Buildings, containing 2J acres, were sold for £15, and some time ago they 
brought £200 per acre. At present from 15/ per square yard has been 
obtained for land in the township.

The St. Domingo estate occupies the North-east of the township, and was 
owned in 1790 by two individuals. A part of it was called " Cobbler's Close," 
a shoemaker having first enclosed the waste land. This title was changed 
to " Pilgrim" by Mr. Barton, who purchased it out of Ms share of the spoil 
of a French vessel, captured by the Pilgrim privateer, the property of 
Joseph Birch, Esq., M.P. Sir William Barton, Mr. Atherton, and 
afterwards Mr. Woodhouse who gave it the name " Bronte," (from his 
connexion with Bronte in Sicily,) held it in succession. The originator 
of the St. Domingo estate was Mr. Campbell, who, in August 1757, 
purchased a portion of, it and afterwards the remainder : he called it 
" St. Domingo," from one of his vessels having taken a rich prize off that 
island. In 1793 it became the property of Mr. Sparling (Mayor of Liver 
pool) who rebuilt the house. .From him Sparling Street Wapping, and 
Sparling Street, connecting Beacon and St. Domingo Lanes were called. 
In 1812 it became the property of the Barrack Commissioners for £26,383. 
6s. 8d., subject to 19s. 4d. Lord's rent. The inhabitants used every exertion 
to prevent these Commissioners from taking possession, but without avail. 
Everton was again selected as a barrack station in 1848. In 1803 Prince 
William (afterwards Duke of Gloucester) resided at St. Domingo House, 
when commandant of the district, and in 1804 was visited by his father, 
and both from their courtesy were very popular. St. Domingo House, 
after passing through various hands since, has lately become a Jesuit's 
College, called St. Edmund's. Mere Bank at the North-east corner was 
originally called " Headless Cross," and a cross is said to have stood there, 
but its history is unknown.
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In the South-east of the township was the house of Mr. Gregson, close 
to which was an excellent well, from which the neighbourhood had the 
name of Gregson's Well. The singular bend that the road here takes was 
originated by the owner of this house diverting the throughfare to its pre 
sent shape in consequence of the dust incommoding him and his family. 
Gregson's villa was erected on the site of the Fabious' house, which was 
built long prior to 1700. In this year the Fabiouses (alias Beans) procured 
a license for a room in their dwelling for prayer meetings of the Baptists. 
They appear to have been influential members of a then small community. 
In 1707 Daniel and Hannah Fabious gave the Baptists a piece of ground 
for a cemetery. It is on the Evertoii Road. Interments have not taken 
place in it for some time, the ground being quite full. The management 
of it is vested in three trustees. In 1714 a Baptist chapel was erected 
near the burying ground, the congregation of which about 1722 removed to 
the new chapel in Byrom Street. Gregson's villa and gardens have disap 
peared, and are covered by multitudes of small houses.

The Necropolis, commenced in 1824, was opened February 1, 1825, 
Dr. Raffles officiating at the funeral of a Miss Hope. Shaw Street was 
commenced in 1829, and on its East side is the Collegiate Institution, the 
first stone of which was laid October 22, 1841, by Lord Stanley. In the 
North-west of the township is St. George's Church, built at the cost of 
£11,500 in £100 shares. The land was given by Mr. Atherton, who re 
served for himself ground for a vault, and stipulated that no funerals should 
enter by the West gate except by permission of himself or heirs. There 
are three exquisitely stained glass windows at the Eastern end of the 
Church, executed by Wailes of Newcastle. The centre or principal one 
was erected in memory of the late Rev. R. P. Buddicom, the first incum 
bent, who afterwards became principal of St. Bees. The window at the 
end of the left-hand gallery was put up by Mr. Dyson, and that in the 
right-hand gallery by Mr. Staniforth in memory of his parents, the late 
Samuel Stauiforth, Esq., and lady. St. George's Church was consecrated 
26th October, 1814, being the first place of worship erected in the town 
ship with the exception of the Baptist Chapel previously mentioned. 
There are now three more Churches, viz., St. Augustine's, Christ's, and 
St. Peter's Churches; a fifth, St. Chrysostom's, is in progress of erection, 
near Whitefield Lane.
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Oil the site of the corner of the East end wall of St. George's Church 
formerly stood the Beacon, which Gregson in his Fragments supposes was 
built by Ranulph Blundeville, Earl of Chester, and which may have been a 
medium of communication with Halton and Beeston Castles, both in his 
possession. Others doubt this, as up to the time of Edward III., faggots 
only were piled up for Beacons, which were fired when occasion required, 
while in his reign boxes filled with pitch on poles were used. A sketch 
taken in 1802 shews it to have been a plain square tower, of a dull 
red colour. There was a lower apartment and also an upper, reached 
by a flight of narrow stone stairs, and by another similar flight the flat 
platform on the top was gained. It was six yards square and twenty-five 
feet high. In 1770 a watch movement maker took up his abode in it, 
who was succeeded by a cobbler about 1773. Marriages are said to have 
been performed in it in the time of Chas. I., when the loyal clergy were 
expelled from Liverpool. The Beacon, it is thought, was used at 
the threatened invasion of the Spanish Armada, and in 1760, when 
Thurot's descent was expected, it was an important station. It was 
blown down in a storm in 1803. In forming St. George's grave 
yard two skeletons were found, supposed to have been the remains of 
Prince Rupert's soldiers. In 1804 a telegraph station was established by 
government on the site of the Beacon, where St. George's Hotel now J 
stands, in connexion with one at Ashurst. It was taken down in 1815, at j 
the end of the war. At the corner of Priory Lane there is a house, built 
in 1800 by Mr. Hinde, which is said to have been in its original state a 
copy of the Beacon.

Waterhouse Lane, connecting Church Street with Everton Terrace, has 
been a thoroughfare for the last eighty years. It was opened by William 
Clarke, Esq, who erected the house lately occupied as a barrack, and 
now in the possession of Mr. Waterhouse.

Adjacent to Whitefield Lane, within a few years, a large village has 
sprung up, and will shortly form a small town in itself.

The rental of Everton in 1671, was £52 2s.; in 1769, £2209 11s. 6d.; 
in 1815, £9981 ; in 1829, £30,139 ; and in 1851, £92,071.

The population of Everton was 
In 1327 ...... 95 inhabitants.

1692 ...... 135
1714 ...... 140
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1841
1851..

if^ill

1769
1790
1801
1811
1815
1821
1829
1831

Houses.
,.,1680

....5741
14/20

be thus seen

46 houses
67
87

140
188
320
570

,
(
(
*
t

Unoccupied. Building.
85 137

574 183

that a most astonish!

253 inhabitants.
370
499
913

1222
2109
3703
4511
Inhabitants. Rateable property.

9221 £59,260.
25508 £92,071.

?{>t*?f<f 
ng increase is taking place in

the population of Everton, and there is little doubt that when the next 
census is taken there will be found an increase of at least two-thirds over 
the present number of inhabitants.

II. TOPOGRAPHY AND ANTIQUITIES OF SOUTHPORT AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

By Hugh Gawthrop, Etq.

This was a brief topographical Essay, noticing the prominent features of 
the country, in the four parishes of North Meols, Halsall, Walton-on-the- 
Hill, and Ormskirk. Southport was taken as the starting point, from which 
a temporary resident might radiate to the others, at occasional visits. The 
rapid rise of Southport is one of the curious facts of modern times. About 
fifteen years ago, it was known mainly to the working classes in the various 
manufacturing towns of the county, and was, as if by a sort of conventional 
arrangement, the watering place of the poor. They came at periodical 
intervals to enjoy a week's cessation from their wasting toil; and anxious 
to give themselves over to rude enjoyment, the scenes of drunkenness and 
general depravity said little for the condition of their morals. Now, these 
have given place to totally different classes in society. The scattered huts 
among the sand hills have become a small town; comfortable houses have 
been built for the accommodation of temporary residents ; the place is easily 
accessible by railway from Manchester or Liverpool; it is celebrated for its 
beautiful air and water ; and thus its primitive character is lost for ever. 
The other places mentioned in the paper are of too much importance to be 
passed over with a brief notice ; and it is hoped that on future occasions, 
distinct memoirs may be written on all or several of them, either by the 
author of the present paper or by others.


