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FURTHER REMARKS ON THE HISTORY OF THE TWO 

COUNTIES, AND ITS MATERIALS.*

By John Eobson, Esq., M.D.

(HEAD 4th MARCH, 1858.)

In resuming the important subject of the early state of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, I need hardly remind you that in the first period, that of Roman 
dominion, the single positive fact which we find in history is, that Devana, 
now Chester, was the settlement of the twentieth legion. We have also 
the names of some post stations, and this is all. Who or what the people 
were how they were conquered how they were governed everything 
belonging to our ancestors as working and intelligent men even the 
recovery of their independence, is to be sought for in the general history 
of the country; and if we wish to gain a more particular knowledge of our 
neighbourhood, we have to learn it from those vestiges of art and industry 
which time has left us, and which cultivation is fast sweeping away.

Before proceeding to the more especial subject of this evening's paper, 
T would draw your attention to an event detailed by Tacitus, in his life of 
Agricola, which I am not aware has been hitherto localized, if you will 
allow me the expression, but which I think could only have taken place at 
Chester, and is so far important as bearing upon a very early Roman 
settlement in the neighbourhood.

The Roman general, Ostorius, in the year 50, advanced against a tribe 
called, by Tacitus, the Cangi, whose territory extended to the Irish sea,t 
but he was called back by some disturbances amongst the Brigantes. 
One of his successors, Suetonius Paullinus, in 61, reached the Menai 
Straits, when the insurrection of Boadicea broke out; and amongst the 
troops with which he marched from North Wales towards London,

» See vol. vii., p. 89.
+ Ptolemy names the promontory of the Cangani, which is generally considered to 

be the Great Onnshead ; and we have also pigs of lead from the same neighbourhood, 
with the name Ceangis, A.D. 60.
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Tacitus tells us, were the Vexillarii of the twentieth legion, evidently show 
ing that the legion itself was left behind. In the time of Ptolemy, it was 
fixed at Chester; but there can be little doubt that Chester was already a 
Roman settlement; and that Paulliuus, leaving the main body there, and 
so disposed as to keep up his communications, took with him that portion 
called the Vexillarii, who having been a certain period in the service, were 
favoured troops, still attached to the Vexillum or standard, but called into 
the field only under especial circumstances.

Twenty-two years after this, A.D. 83, Vespasian had become Emperor, 
and Agricola, the governor of Britain, was engaged in the Highlands of 
Scotland. During the summer, a cohort of Usipians, who had been enrolled 
in Germany, were sent over into Britain for the purpose of being trained 
and attached as auxiliaries to one of the legions. A few Roman soldiers 
were placed in each company to act as models and teachers, and the whole 
was under the command of a centurion. These men, probably not liking 
the drill, killed the soldiers and their commander, s'eized three galleys, and, 
before any thing was known, in a wonderful manner got out to sea. One 
of the pilots made his escape, and fearing that the two others would 
betray them, they put them to death. The beginning of the voyage was 
fortunate, but afterwards they were at the mercy of the wind and tides; and 
when in want of provisions were forced to make attacks on the country 
people, being generally successful, but sometimes defeated. At length, 
suffering the extremity of hunger, they devoured the weaker amongst 
themselves, and then cast lots who should die next. They thus sailed 
round the island; and having, from ignorance of navigation, lost their 
vessels, they were taken as pirates, first by the Suevians and then by the 
Frisians, were sold as slaves, and some finally brought as such for sale on 
the left or Roman bank of the Rhine, where they related the wonderful 
adventures they had passed through.

I have shewn the great probability that Chester was already not merely 
a Roman garrison, but the head quarters of the twentieth legion, so that 
there would be nothing unlikely in the foreign auxiliaries which were to 
join it being sent there to go through their training. But if at this period 
the Romans did not occupy Chester, they would have had no post at all on 
the western coast; and it is impossible to conceive these men leaving 
Richborough or Porchester, and sailing round the island to reach Sweden
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or Holland. We know, too, that the year before this, Agricola had ships 
in the Irish channel, though his great fleet was on the eastern coast, from 
which side it is said to have circumnavigated the island the following year * 
When the men, however, got out to sea, supposing they sailed from the 
Dee, they must have been well aware that their best chance of escape 
was to keep to the north; but their vessels not being provisioned for such 
a voyage, they were under the necessity of landing and getting supplies aa 
they could, till they were driven to the coasts of Sweden and Holland. 
We may remark also that amongst the numerous foreign troops that are 
named as being stationed here, we never meet with any»Usipians.

The long period of six centuries and a half intervening between the 
expulsion of the Romans and the arrival of William of Normandy produced 
immense changes; and these become the more interesting to us as there 
is an evident tendency at work in minds, which certainly are altogether 
ignorant of the historical facts, to bring back some parts of the old organi 
zation. It is evident that, without a knowledge of these changes, our 
history will be, what we find it in Hume ; and I shall now proceed with 
some remarks upon such of the materials as are connected with our own 
counties.

I have an objection, in limine, to the term " Saxon," which has been given 
to this period. As far as regards our own neighbourhood, I may express 
a strong opinion that, under no circumstances, did any Saxon tribe ever 
settle here. This follows, even allowing the legendary account of Beda, 
who never brings his " Saxones" to the north. Here they were, in their 
own language, always English, while the Saxons, more properly the Sexe or 
Sexna, were confined to the south-east and southern coasts of the island. 
In his time the island was called ENOLALAND, the inhabitants English  
speaking among other languages the English, but never the Saxon. The 
term Anglo-Saxon is more delusive; for, if we find a relic of this period 
within the limits of the Sexna, it clearly, prlma facie, belongs to them, as 
Alfred's Jewel; while anything found out of those limits, and amongst the 
Teutonic family, as St. Cuthbert's cross, will be as clearly English; but 
there cannot be any double ownership, and the name Anglo-Saxon can only 
lead to a confusion of everything in history and archaeology.

* Dio Cassias says that Agricola had heard of the exploit of the Usipians, and hence 
his order to sail round the island, which was the first time the Itomans had accomplished 
it. HIST. ROMAN., Lib. Ixvi., c. xx.

D
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The Chronicle commences with the statement, that there were five 
different nations in the island: English, Welsh, Scottish, Pictish, and 
Latin; and this appears to have been taken from Beda. Alfred, 870, 
translates the Historia Ecclesiastica out of Latin into English; but 
instead of nations, calls them languages, still taking no notice of the 
Saxon. In one of the homilies, on the martyrdom of St. Alban, the 
persecution of the Christians is described as extending from the conti 
nent to Englalande. If we turn to the Codex Diplomaticus, we find the 
kings describing themselves as of the people "RexMerciorum," "Cantua- 
riorum," " Westsaxpnum," and so on. Athelstan, the grandson of Alfred, 
is the first who takes the title of " Rex Anglorum." In a Charter of Canute, 
1018, he styles himself " Imperator Knuto regiminis Anglici in insula 
potitus;" and the church at Canterbury is " omnium ecclesiarum regni Ang- 
ligeni mater;" in the next he signs himself " Ego Cnhut Britannise Ang 
lorum mouarchus." Edward, in 1045, is styled " Edvvardus gratia Dei 
industrius rex Anglorum omniumque insularum in circuitu persistentium." 
In an English document belonging to Edward, without date, but as Stigand 
is named Archbishop, it must have been written towards the close of his 
reign, we have " Ich Eadward, king of Engletheode."* In No. 853, he 
makes Ramsey Abbey toll free " over all Engleland;" and at this period 
we have the shires much as they are at the present day. There are instances, 
but they are very rare of " Rex Angelsaxonum ;" but this combination is in- 

. telligible enough when applied to two nations united. We speak of the 
Anglo-French army or fleet, but not of an Anglo-French ship or sword. \

The existing relics of this period, in a material form, are few, and at 
present hardly available for historical purposes, as they have never yet 
been properly examined. Good service would be done by a systematic 
survey of the line of fortresses in North Cheshire, which are said to have 
been erected by Edward and his sister Ethelflseda, at the beginning of the 
tenth century. But these works, extensive as they are, fonn only a portion 
of what they are said to have constructed ; and I am not aware that any 
thing has been done to distinguish the work of that period from that of an

  COD. DIPL., No. 844, 850.
+ The title of the Saxon Chronicle is of very recent introduction it is not named in 

the MSS., and it was first printed under the title Chronologia Anglo-Saxonica. As it 
records the events both of the Wessexians and the English, the proper name would be, 
The Anglo-Sexian Chronicles.
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earlier or later time. Our archaeologists have paid great attention to Roman 
and Norman antiquities to pure English, little or none.

But our written evidences are numerous and valuable. It will be suffi 
cient for me at present to refer to the MONTJMENTA HISTOHTCA BRITANNICA, 
published by government, and containing most of the original histories of 
the kingdom to the Conquest. Here we have Beda in the eighth, and the 
Saxon Chronicle in the ninth, tenth and eleventh centuries, with some 
other contemporary annalists, but unfortunately leaving much to be wished 
for. Kings and bishops are put to death or driven into exile, and battles 
are fought, and men, with a name, die, and so we find it recorded. 
But why the people rose against the recognised, if they were recognised, 
authorities; or what led two tribes to battle: or what came after the battle: 
or what such an ealclorman had done to be named in death, who is not 
mentioned during his life, is what we look for in vain. Beda's history is 
strictly ecclesiastical; we find in it the succession of bishops and of abbots 
and the conversion of kings and their people. But if we take away the 
miracles and the visions, there is little that gives us an insight into any 
part of the life of the people; and Beda was so thoroughly a party man, 
that, as I shall have occasion to shew hereafter, little dependance can be 
placed upon his statements.

Besides the " Monumenta," government has also published, in another 
folio, the " Ancient Laws and Institutes" of the kingdom, forming, with 
the " Chronicle," the most valuable Corpus Historicum possessed by any 
modern kingdom in its own language. But this is not all; for we have 
moreover a large number of contemporary charters and private documents 
from the year 600; at once both the record and example of the progress 
made by the nation during that period. These valuable documents, if not 
absolutely unknown to our most popular historians, were hardly available. 
Many, it is true, had been published in Dugdale's Monasticon, Reyner's 
Apostolatus, and elsewhere ; imperfect copies of the early laws had been 
printed, but it was not till the labours of Kemble, Stevenson, Thorpe, and 
other learned men in England and Germany* had placed them fairly 
before us, that they could be said to be accessible, or that much use could 
be made of them.

* I would refer more particularly lo Dr. Reinhold Schmid's work, " DIE GESKTJIE 
DEH ANOELSACHSKN." Leipsic, 1808 : a work of great interest and importance.
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From the tenth century we possess, what is in many respects equally 
important, a national literature, which, however deficient in itself, becomes 
invaluable as a photographic reflection of the people. That this should 
have been preserved at all during the terrible period of the Danish inva 
sions under Cnut; and that property should have been then occasion 
ally involved in most complicated meshes of law, the details of which 
are minutely given, are matters that may well excite our wonder. Some 
writers have expressed an opinion that we owe much to the Danish, 
and still more to the Norman invasion I fear that all such ravages are an 
unmitigated evil, and certainly prevent the national progress, if they do 
not actually send the people back into barbarism.

It is by no means easy to free the mind from all the ideas that belong 
to the age in which we find ourselves, and it is still more difficult to fill 
up the centuries that intervene between one historic epoch and another. 
Few people have any definite notions of the age of " good Queen Bess;" 
Btill less of 800 years before that, or how things were managed in the days 
of King John and Magna Cbarta; and as to the period before the Con 
quest, I do not hesitate to say, that it is far more difficult to appreciate 
than the state of Rome at the time of Csesar. To realize a state where the 
land belonged to every freeman, and of course, when there was no private 
property, where there was an equality of rank, and no one could assume 
either power or privilege above his neighbour this is the first step in 
English history. To trace the advance of the kingly power, the rise and 
progress of an aristocracy of the " comites," companions of the king, as dis 
tinct from the jretmen of the mark, is the second; and the third is, to 
understand the process by which the common land of the mark, the/oZc- 
laud as it was called, became gradually transferred to these comites, earls, 
servants and companions of the king, as hoc-land, and so lost to the people. 
The original organization, the Mark system, had in itself, as Kemble tells us, 
its own elements of decay. Every Mark and I believe in our neighbour 
hood, they are still represented by our parishes was a little republic, owing 
neither suit nor service nor tribute to any other, nor subject to any special 
ruler. In the course of COO years, the folc-laud, the property of the 
commonalty, had become boc-land, the private property of individuals, and 
was even said to be held of the king in fee as the real owner of the whole. 
Without a thorough appreciation of these facts, we shall make little pro 
gress in our study of English History.
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But there were also religious differences at work for most part of the 

time. First, we have the old heathen population; then the early con 
verts to Christianity constituting the first British Church having no 
immediate connection with, or dependance on Rome, and holding certain 
peculiar notions about the proper time of celebrating Easter and the right 
form of shaving the priests' heads; and thirdly came the missionaries from 
Borne gradually making their way, and in about 400 years establishing 
the full supremacy of the papal see. Beda belongs to this class, and im 
portant as his Ecclesiastical History is, it is really a very partial and 
unworthy work. I do not speak of his miracles and visions and legends  
they belonged to the time but no body can doubt that the real point in 
dispute between the British Clergy and Augustine was the acknowledgment 
of a foreign supremacy, which Beda carefully ignores. He lays great stress 
upon the British Clergy refusing to join the Roman Missionary in convert 
ing the Saxon, and yet he tells us that it was not till 081 three genera 
tions after Augustine's arrival in Kent that the inhabitants of Sussex were 
converted by Wilfrid, who had been expelled from the bishopric of York. 
The King and Queen had been previously baptized, and there was already 
a small monastery of Scottish monks at Bosham, near Chichester, " who 
served the Lord in poverty and humility," so that we can hardly give the 
Roman Missionaries credit for much zeal or sincerity. Be this as it may 
these religious differences, and what would appear to be continual attacks 
upon the opinions and property of the people, would also operate in exciting 
the minds both of those who were introducing the new order of tilings, aud 
of those who were opposing it.

I shall now proceed to that portion of the Chronicle which is most 
interesting to us, as containing an account of events which took place in 
our own neighbourhood. During the latter half of the ninth century we 
have little more than the records of battles between the Danes and West 
Sexna, whose kings then ruled over all the people south of the Thames. 
From time to time attacks had been made upon the coast, but in 806 it is 
said a large heathen army came into England (Angelcynnes land), and 
fixed their winter quarters in East Anglia, where they were soon horsed, 
and the inhabitants made peace with them. In 868 this army was attacked 
at Nottingham by the forces of the West Sexna; but the chronicle aays there 
was no great battle, and the Mercians made peace with them. They are 
described as destroying the monasteries, but there is no contest between
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them aud the people, and in 871 they reached Reading, in Wessex. This 
was the year of Alfred's accession, and in seven years afterwards the West 
Sexna are described as being completely subdued, and Alfred had to take 
refuge in Athelney. In a few months, however, he was once more making 
head against them, and in 886 he had not only recovered his own domi 
nions, but we are told that the whole English nation (Angclcyn) turned to 
him, except that part of it which was held captive by the Danes. If we 
compare these wars with those at the end of the next century and the 
beginning of the eleventh, we find a marked difference. The Danish 
chiefs are generals, commanders of the army, but there is no assumption 
of the kingly power or title. In winter they are quartered in the cities, 
which were fortified, independent, under municipal government, and as 
decidedly opposed to the West Sexna as they were friendly to the so-called 
Danes. It must be remembered that we have only the Wessexian 
history of the contest, and if we wish for a more complete one we must 
take the other point of view also; it seems, in fact, to have been a great 
contsst between the Sexe, all of whom, south of the Thames, had fallen 
under the power of Wessex, and the Enyle, the English. The kings of the 
West Sexe had been long establishing and consolidating their power, and of 
course the " Mark" system had been suffering proportionately. Besides this, 
the clergy had become powerful auxiliaries to the royal cause, and their 
endowments seem to have been upon a liberal scale. The father of Alfred 

" is said to have given them a tenth part of his possessions or dominions, 
it is not very clear which. Folc-land was being very rapidly converted into 
Boc-laud, and this increased the power of the king and his comites, by the 
very means whicli rendered still weaker the old possessors. The kings of 
Wessex were making way in Mercia amongst the English, and after a 
severe struggle, lasting over seventy years, Edward, the son of Alfred, had 
become master of the country as far north as the Mersey. I believe we 
shall have a much clearer view of this long contest if we look at it as one 
between the Sexe uuder a kingly government, and the English under the 
Mark system, in which the latter was finally abolished, and the two nations 
united in one, the king taking the title of the King of the English; pre 
viously he had been King of the West Sexna.

The events of the year 894 are given in considerable detail in the 
Chronicle, much more so than is usual; but as far as possible I must restrict 
my remarks to what concerns ourselves. We are told that the Northum-



55

briacs and East Anglians had given oaths to Alfred, and the latter, six 
hostages also; and nevertheless, contrary to their plighted troth, as 
often as the other armies went out, they also went out, either with 
them, or on their own part. The king had divided his forces, so that 
one half was constantly at home, the other half in the field. Alfred 
first attacks an array which had been harrying Wessex, defeated it 
at Farnham, and drove it over the Thames. His forces still following it, 
besieged it as long as their provisions lasted. In the mean time a large 
fleet had reached Exeter, and Alfred, with the best part of his troops, 
hastened thither; but the enemy retreated again to their ships. The rest 
of the forces, with a body of Londoners, took and destroyed a fort at 
Beamfleet (? Benfleet in Essex), their ships included. Another army of 
East Anglians, Northumbrians, and Danes, advanced up the Thames, and 
then along the Severn to Buttington.* Here they were attacked by the 
king's Ealdormen and Thanes, who had gathered some forces out of 
Somersetshire, Glocester, and North Wales, and besieged for many weeks. 
At length they were compelled to fight, and the Christians had the victory; 
that part which got away thence was saved by flight.

" When they had come into Essex to their fortress and to their ships, 
" then the survivors again gathered a great army from amongst the East 
" Angles and the Northumbrians before winter, and committed their wives 
" and their ships and their wealth to the East Angles, and went at one 
" stretch, day and night, until they arrived at a western city in Wirral, 
" which is called Lega-ceaster. Then were the forces unable to come up 
" with them before they were within the fortress; nevertheless they beset 
" the fortress about for some two days, and took all the cattle that was there 
" without, and slew the men whom they were able to overtake without the 
" fortress, and burned all the corn, and with their horses ate it in all the 
" neighbourhood : this was about a twelve month after they first came hither 
" over the sea.

" 895. And then soon after that in this year the army from Wirral went 
" among the north Welsh, for they were unable to stay there ; this was 
" because they had been deprived both of the cattle and corn which they 
" had plundered. When they had turned again out of North Wales, with 
" the booty which they had there taken, then went they over Northhumbria- 
" laud and East Anglia in such wise that the forces could not overtake them 
" hefore they came to the eastern parts of the land of Essex, to an island 
" that is out ou the sea, which is called Mersey."

Such is the history of the year 894, as given in the contemporary chro-

* There is a Buttington on the Severn, on the borders of Montgomeryshire.
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nicle, and you have the facts connected with the Danish irruption into 
Cheshire, North Wales, and Lancashire. It was evidently the object of 
the army to get to Chester hefore the forces of king Alfred, and it seems 
they succeeded. This was after the usual summer fighting; the cam 
paign had been unusually busy and unfortunate for the English army, and 
winter was setting in. They appear to have crossed the Mersey early in 
spring, and made their way back through Lancashire to their own country.

We have here a most remarkable narrative, especially important to 
our own neighbourhood, but plain as it seems, it has led to the 
most contradictory statements. I am not aware of any two interpreters 
agreeing as to the facts which it professes to describe ; and any one who is 
curious in the matter may refer to the early volumes of the Transactions 
of the Society, to see some of the interpretations which have been given. 
It is, however, referred to especially in support of the supposed Danish 
settlements, which some archaeologists have placed in this neighbourhood, 
and I believe that there is no direct evidence that the Danes ever were 
here except upon this occasion. It has been said already that we are not 
to suppose that these Danish armies were entirely composed of natives of 
Denmark, or that they were foreigners at all. The army here, which is so 
frequently named, was acting in connection with the Danish fleet, but I 
believe they were real Englishmen (the Chronicle expressly calls them 
Northumbrians and East Anglians) contending for their original rights 
 and property, against what they must have considered usurpation and 
innovations. They had fought in Mercia, and been defeated; the real 
Danes also had suffered loss both at Beamfleet and Exeter, and as was 
usual all seem to have gone into winter quarters ; at any rate the " here" had 
retired into East Anglia, when, without any reason assigned, they hurried 
by forced marches, at a stretch, night and day, across the island to 
Chester. Now the only way that I see to account for this sudden enter 
prise is to suppose that when they got home, after the summer campaign, 
they there learned that Alfred's troops were advancing upon Chester, pro 
bably those which bad defeated them at Buttington.

That the kingdom of Wessex had been gradually extending itself, and 
continued to do so for years after this, the Chronicle bears ample testi 
mony. The cities, as I have already stated, were English. The " army" 
seems to have been always welcome to them, and we have no reason
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to think that Chester had different views or interests. We may then 
understand that the intelligence they got in East Anglia at once des 
patched them to that city, and it appears that their effort was successful, 
and that the " fyrd," the forces of Alfred, were shut out. These, how 
ever, ravaged the country round about, destroyed the cattle and the corn; 
and it must be remembered that this was in Mercia, across which the army 
had just marched, and over which Alfred had assumed a nominal autho 
rity. The army, however, was safe within the walls, and the forces, after 
a couple of days, withdrew, apparently to Wessex. We are then told that 
for want of provisions the army made an incursion into North Wales, whence 
part of Alfred's forces had been drawn, and obtaining some booty there 
returned through Lancashire and Yorkshire, giving no opportunity to the 
king's forces to attack them. Chester appears to have kept its indepen 
dence for the time, though it, with other cities, fell under the power 
of Wessex a few years after. We are told that it was repaired in 907, 
when, no doubt, it was taken by either Edward (Alfred's successor) or his 
sister Ethelflseda. In 912, Edward took possession of London and Oxford, 
and all the lands that belonged to them. The same fate befell Derby in 
917,* and in the following year, "in the early part of the year, by God's
" help she got into her power, by treaty, the burh at Leicester, and the 
" greater part of the army, which owed obedience thereto, became subject to 
" her. And the people of York had also covenanted with her, some having 
" given a pledge, and some having bound themselves by oath, that they 
" would be at her command." " Before Martinmas king Edward went with 
" his forces to Buckingham * * and Thurcytel the earl sought him to be 
" his lord, and all the ' holds,' and almost all the chief men who owed obe- 
" dience to Bedford, and also many of those who owed obedience to North- 
" ampton." I might read you the annals of successive years, containing
similar accounts, confirming what I have already stated as to the indepen 
dence of the cities and marks, and the slow and gradual advance of the 
kingly power. In the real Danish invasion, which took place at the end 
of the tenth and beginning of the eleventh century, all was changed; the 
cities were especial objects of attack and pillage, and one of the most 
severe battles with the Danes was fought by the East Anglians. There 
is, in fact, between these two contests all the difference that exists between 
a domestic war and a foreign invasion.

  "This year, before Lammas, Ethelflted, lady of the Mercians, God helping her, got 
possession of the burh which is called Derby, with all that owed obedience thereto."  
SAX. CHRON.
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We find this still further borne out by the peculiar expressions used by 
the chronicler; you have remarked that the king's forces are called the 
" fyrd," while the Danish troops are always named " here," the army. In 
the laws of Ini, which date in the first quarter of the eighth century, and 
belong to the West Saxons, we are told that a body of men up to seven are 
thieves, from seven to thirty-five they are Moth, and above thirty-five they 
are here ; and in connection with these nouns are the corresponding 
verbs to thieve, to Mot, and to herry or harry. The second of these words 
has a curious similarity to one that we have been lately made rather too 
frequently acquainted with in Indian news to loot. Each of these crimes 
requires a peculiar form of compurgation, and are alike under the law. 
The fyrd was the king's military levy, called out every year for a certain 
period, each man finding his own arms and provisions.

I must now leave it to yourselves to decide the extent to which the 
Danish influence could have prevailed in West Derhy or any other part of 
Lancashire or Cheshire. Whatever conclusions you may draw as to the 
correctness of my interpretation of the march from East Anglia through 
Mercia to Chester, it is quite clear that no part of the army made any 
settlement here ; and though Alfred's successor extended his actual king 
dom to the Mersey, it made no further advances at that time. A series of 
forts, including Chester, Edisbury, Runcorn, Thelwall, Warburton and 
Manchester, are all ascribed to Edward and Ethelflseda,* and it is long 
before Lancashire is named in the original historians of England.

You will excuse my dwelling so long upon this subject, as it is really the 
most important event that appears in our county histoiy before the Con 
quest, and I must now bring this paper, which I fear has been very tedious, 
to a close. All that can support the writer, or encourage his hearers in 
these minute inquiries, is the certainty that a more accurate know 
ledge will come from closer investigation, and we are sure that every 
right-minded man is interested in the history of his hirth-place or his home.

» Ethelflteda built Edisbury, Warburton and Runcorn in 915. Edward constructed 
the burn at Thelwall, and repaired and garrisoned Manchester in 9SS.
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