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DESCRIPTION OF SOME ANTIQUITIES FROM MACON, IN 
THE SOUTH OF FRANCE.

By Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith. 

(RBtD 3»D DEOKMBEB, 18S7.)

THE following remarks constitute hut a simple assortment and attempted 
description of the Antiquarian Remains hefore us. Owing to the lack of 
favorable opportunity, I must trust to your indulgence to excuse a more 
elaborate dissertation.

It is unquestionable that works of art, or even fragments of early inge 
nuity and skill, are the best recording witnesses of the condition of art 
in times past. In the present day there is an improved taste for such 
objects, or a higher appreciation of the services which they are capable of 
rendering; and this has no doubt been promoted hy the instrumentality of 
such societies as this. It is now by no means a rare occurrence for an 
English traveller to secure such remains, when opportunity offers, for the 
examination and use of the professedly curious, or for personal reference and 
interest. The garnering of this small, but interesting collection, is one 
of those instances.

Journeying, two years ago, in the South-east of France, Mr. R. A. M'Fie 
had the pleasure, as we propose to accord him the credit, of securing these 
articles from the too common doom of the melting-pot. The locality where 
they were found is the present town of Macon, capital of the Depart 
ment of Saone et Loire, and situate on the right, or west, bank of 
the river Saone, 205 miles, in a direct line, S.E., from Paris. In ancient 
times it was one of the chief towns of the OZdui, and called by Caesar, (in 
his treatise De Bello Gallico, Lib. VII. c. 90), Matisco, whence the modern 
appellation Macon, formerly written Mascon. It is also mentioned in the 
Itinerary of Antoninus, and in the " Xotitia Imperil," where it is designated 
Castrum (a fortress), and noticed for its manufacture of arrows. The chief 
Roman remains existing are said to be a triumphal arch, and the ruins of 
a temple dedicated to the god Janus. Although now a thriving market- 
town, it has probably not regained the consequence it possessed in mediaval 
times, having heen the see of a bishop until the Revolution. The ruins of
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some large ecclesiastical or monastic edifice have been but lately cleared of 
the accumulated rubbish of ages. *

These facts suffice to account for the miscellaneous character of the collec 
tion, which includes representatives of epochs two thousand years asunder.

Commencing chronologically, the two brass Paalstabs first claim notice. 
They are in a fair state of preservation, though one has had a recent frac 
ture, and of the average size of these curious but not uncommon instru 
ments of the Celtic period. This kind is always chisel-shaped, but broadens 
out at the cutting edge thus more or less answering the purpose of our 
axes, hatchets, adzes, chisels, gouges, &c. and must have been invaluable 
to our demi-civilized ancestors, whether in the construction of the timber- 
built hut, or the hollowing out of the trunk-canoe.

Of the Roman and Inter periods the objects are more numerous, compris 
ing fragments of a bronze sword, which has apparently been about two feet 
long, engraved on either side with lines, converging towards a point at about 
the middle of the blade; and two weights or stamps, respectively weighing 
7oz. 5dwt., and 5dwt. 4gr. The larger bears the Roman Fasces within a 
wreath of laurel. There are also the pendent of a belt, (fig. 7) combining with 
the ornament of an appendage the use of the strap-tag, which has been 
strongly riveted to the leather, a fragment being still retained between the 
metallic plates ; and the head of a mule figure, with a thick, Nero-like 
neck, (fig. 6); also a more lengthened bust, (fig. 4) of mythological charac 
ter ; the last two have been affixed in ornament to larger objects.

A statuette in silver, (fig. 5) about three iuches in height, represents the 
three-quarter figure of a young boy, probably an attendant at the bath. 
His right hand is raised in support of some object upon his head, which 
was doubtless a vessel of oil or water. The attitude is free, easy, and 
graceful; the expression of the features subdued and thoughtful, yet 
mild and pleasing.

Among the minor articles attributable to the Romano-British era, are, 
an ornamental knob, lambent-shaped, and originally gilt; a ring-fibula or

  The town possesses an additional claim to general interest through its connection 
with the ancient family De Lamartine, whose fine hereditary mansion remains unfor 
tunately in the possession of strangers, despite the persevering efforts of the present 
representative, the well-known poet-philosopher, to retain his venerated ancestral home. 
Fur many interesting particulars relative to the house, town, and locality, see " Memoir* 
of my Youth," and " Tim Wanderer and his Home," by Alphonse de Lamartine, (Parlour 
Library, Simms and Mclntyre.)
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brooch ; a stout double-pointed needle, with elongated central eye, (fig. 12); 
a tintinnabulum or bell, (fig. 2) precisely similar in form to one found at 
Springhead, near Dartford, Kent, with other Roman remains, (vide Mr. 
Roach Smith's Collectanea Autiqua, Vol. i, PI. xli.); a buckle, closely 
resembling one found on the Cheshire shore last year and now in the 
writer's possession ; and the scapus (beam) of a small steelyard, along which 
the sequipondium (poise) was moved. These objects are all composed of 
brass or bronze, and two coins occur in connection with them, viz.: a 
tecond brass of Faustina Marci, Empress of Aurelius, who died A.D. 178 ; 
aud a third brass of Postumus about A.D. 260.

In three specimens .of a peculiar kind of fibula or brooch, (fig. 10) the 
Frankish (coincident with our Saxon) period is represented. In Britain the 
occurrence of such is almost wholly confined to the Angles, inclusive of 
Mercia, East Anglia, and Northumbria. They are usually composed of 
bronze or brass, and gilt; aud their form is often more decidedly cross-shaped 
than in the specimens before us. A lurge number found in various parts of the 
districts mentioned, are illustrated in the Collectanea Antiqua. Evidently 
rude imitations of the more elegantly moulded bow, or lyre-shaped fibula 
of Roman execution, they suffer much by comparison with the latter. 
Two of these ornaments are of brass; the design is uncertain, but bears 
some resemblance to the outlines of the human face. The third, of lead, 
is quite plain, with the exception of a few circular indentations for the 
reception of enamel, no trace of which, however, remains.

Several large rings, swivels and bolts in brass, evidently portions of 
horse-trapping or harness, evidence by their massive character that long 
service was designed rather than ornament. The spout of a large brazen 
vessel, (fig. 3) terminating in the representation of a dog's head, and two 
bosses, one of which, (fig. 15) is of floral pattern, may all be referred to the 
early mediaeval period, as also several pairs of ornamental links, (figs. 13, 
14, 19), and a chatelaine-suspender (fig. 17). Among the coupled links 
occur well executed designs, including the escallop or scallop-shell, pecten 
opercularis, the recognised badge of religious pilgrimage. Traces of the 
rivets which served to secure these objects to leathern straps, &c., are yet 
very noticeable.

The use of the chatelaine, an appendage to female dress combining omar 
ment with use, would appear to have been not unfrequently revived in this 
country. Probably copying to some extent the Roman examples, our
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ancestors early accustomed themselves to the use of this article, and the 
Saxon graves of Kent and Essex have produced numerous specimens. 
The objects attached are mostly very small, including pins, skewers, ear- 
picks, toothpicks, tweezers, rings, scissors, keys, &c. Similar articles of a 
slightly varied make and fashion, were suspended from the mediaeval chate 
laine illustrated by our present example. And the custom appears to have 
been partially revived a century ago, when the great grandmothers of the 
present generation hung from bright and elegantly designed openwork of 
steel their fashionable watches and other small trinkets in the precious 
metals. The last decade, too, has furnished a modern but by no means 
sensible instance of an old custom revived, inasmuch as articles of gold, 
imitating the useful in shape merely, are worn for ornament alone. The 
suspenders are often of steel, and not unfrequently imitations of or adap 
tations from the better class of those worn in the last century.

In connection with the later monastic establishment before alluded to, and 
probably exhumed during the recent clearing of the ruins, are, a bell, (fig. 1) 
three inches in diameter, a key, (fig. 9) and a personal seal, (fig. 16) all of 
brass, and apparently of about the fifteenth century. The last has a tri 
foliate orifice in the handle emblematical of the Trinity, and is deciphered 
S(igillum) Philipe de Losotto. It bears a shield charged with an " ordinary, 
lozengie or fusillie."

A- figure, in brass, of the Virgin and child, has probably been an affixed 
ornament; it may be referred to about the same period. The crown is 
tripartite, resembling one upon the head of a female figure in lead, recently 
found on the Cheshire sea-shore, and perhaps not uncommon at this age.

Lastly come several spoons in bell-metal. Occasionally such shapes are 
found with figures of apostles at the termination of the handle; hence their 
ordinary name apostolic. These spoons were in common use in conventual 
establishments for many successive centuries.

This sketch of his antiquarian souvenir may possibly not merely add to 
its interest with the owner, but induce other members of the Historic 
Society who have not hitherto had their attention drawn to the subject, to 
secure what perhaps occurs frequently to " the roving Englishman" 
abroad. The objects are illustrative of byegone arts and customs, more or 
less parental of our own, and consequently deserve zealous preservation.
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