
NUMISMATIC HISTOEY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
1066 TO THE PRESENT TIME.

PART II.*  1504 TO PRESENT TIME.

By F. J. Jeffery Esq., F.G.H.S.

(BEAD ISra MABCH, 1866.)

IN the former paper on this subject we took a rapid glance 
at the origin and progress of the art of coining from its 
first invention, and, observing some of the more important 
coins issued between 1066 and 1504, we closed with the 
latter date the end of the first section and we found the 
" sovereign" just introduced, having been ordered to be coined 
and declared current in the year 1489.

We therefore now enter upon section
II. The GOTHIC, or more properly the TUDOR, 

1504 1656.
This division is termed Gothic from the introduction, by 

Henry VII, of the arched crown in a Gothic style, the letter 
ing of the legends being also in somewhat similar type: 
and it is termed " Tudor" because the type and style were 
introduced by Henry VII, who was the first King of the 
house which bore .that name. It is distinguished from the 
Rude by the settled introduction (with a very few exceptions) 
of the profiled or side-faced portrait of the monarch on the 
coins other than gold, while the Rude has nearly all full-faced : 
and it is distinct from the Simonian in the style of engraving 
the portrait; for while the Gothic character of the letters of the 
legend soon gives place to the Roman, still we find the Gothic 
crown throughout, which disappears when the Simonian is 
coined, and the latter introduces a bolder and more decisive 
portrait than we find on the Gothic.

* Vide " Transactions," vol. V, N.S., p. 187.
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In the previous paper we noticed how the penny, of twelve
pennies to one shilling, was first introduced hy William the
Conqueror; but though this coin was declared to be current
at the value of French pennies, viz., twelve to a shilling, yet
the latter had never been struck but merely a money of value,
we now find that money issued for the first time as a coin.
This took place in 1504 ; which year is remarkable for the
change of the type of the silver coinage. (Part I, plate I, fig. 2.)

" His portrait was then given on them in profile, with a
" crown of one arch only, * * a form in which it had not
" appeared upon the coins since the reign of King Stephen.
" A single beaded line likewise took place of the double tres-
" sure upon the obverse of the groats and half-groats; the
" inner circle of the reverse, which contained the name of the
" mint, omitted; and the rude pellets, which had so long
" occupied the quarters of the cross, were superseded by a
" device scarcely less barbarous, an escutcheon of the royal
" arms surmounted by the cross.

" On some of these coins he added to his name either Septi- 
" mus or the Roman numerals VII, a practice which had been 
" disused ever since the reign of King Henry III, on whose 
" coins alone, of all our monarchs from the earliest times, 
" numerals, or any other distinction of the kind, had appeared. 
" The omission of such upon the coins of the first three 
" Edwards, and also of the IV, V and VI Henries, has occa- 
" sioned difficulties almost insuperable in the appropriation of 
" their respective coins to those monarchs." (Euding vol. i, 
299.) This adoption of numerals now became general.

Henry VII was succeeded by his second son Henry VIII, 
who came to the possession of his father's throne and wealth 
in 1509. His first coinage was struck with his father's dies, 

with the alteration of VII to VIII.
He issued leaden tokens to supply the want of silver in the 

early part of his reign.
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1522. It was declared that, whereas the crown of the sun 
was not an aliquot part of a sovereign, another crown  
a crown of the double rose be struck, of the value of five 
shillings and its half for two shillings and sixpence, which 
new coins were more easy to reckon. This is worthy of note, 
as being the introduction of our crown and half-crown  
though of gold to be issued in silver in the following reign.

In 1540 Henry VIII changed his title of Lord to King of 
Ireland for himself, his heirs and successors, Kings of Eng 
land; and in 1543 he declared himself supreme head of the 
Church in England and Ireland, and it was declared high 
treason to attempt to deprive his " Highness" of these titles 
by any means whatsoever.

There was a piece struck which some people consider a 
silver crown (pi. I, fig. I,) but there is no mention of such 
a coin in the indentures; which accounts for some authorities 
being of opinion that it is more likely a medal, to com 
memorate his new dignities, for it bears the following in 
scription on the obverse "HENRIC: 8. DEI. GRACIA : ANGLIE: 
"FRANCl: z. HIBERN: REX:" and on the reverse "ANGLICE 
"2. HIBERNICE: ECCLESIE: SVPREMVM: CAPVT." which does 
not occur on any " others" of his coinage.

Henry's base coins were issued when he had exhausted his 
father's wealth and adulterated the silver. These coins bear 
the full and three-quarter face, and after a little wear the nose 
of his Highness's effigy became copper-colour, which gave the 
slang name of " copper nose" to this currency.

Though this paper is not intended to treat on other coins 
than English, it will be of interest to observe a few of the 
changes on the Irish issues as we proceed. This reign is 
remarkable for the first issue of the harp on those coins.

Edward VI succeeded his father in 1547. The testoons 
were now recalled because they were copied and forged to a 
great extent, and in the same year as his accession to the
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throae the shilling and half shilling, under these names, were 
issued, the young monarch having at once seen the dilapidated 
state of the coinage.

1551. 24th September. The King made a note in his 
diary that he had sanctioned the issue of the five shilling 
piece (plate I, fig. 2) and its half of silver. I think this will 
go far to prove that the piece, ahove referred to, struck by 
Henry VIII, was only a medal; and as this was the first issue 
of a silver crown, the King thought so much of the new coin 
as to deem the fact worthy of a place in his journal.

This reign is noteworthy for a valuable improvement in 
numismatics. Up to this time the student has no date to 
guide him in arranging his collection ; he is now for the first 
time aided by the year of issue being stamped on the coin.

Edward VI issued testoons (shillings) with M. D. XL7. on 
the obverse in the legend, and on another M.D.XLIX. These 
dates are in Eoman numerals, and if we refer to the silver 
crown we find the date impressed in Arabic figures in the 
field under the belly of the horse on the obverse.

Edward was succeeded by his sister Mary, and one of her 
first acts was to declare the sovereign current at thirty shil 
lings, and the half-sovereign (to be called the royal of gold,) 
at fifteen shillings.

The following year the Queen married, and the profiles of 
herself and her husband Philip appear in the unusual position 
of vis-a-vis on their coins (plate II, fig. 1), or on the opposite 
sides of the coins, and after the marriage the arms of England 
and Spain are blended.

This short reign of five years was followed by that of 
" Good Queen Bess," and she declared the sovereign to be 
current for thirty shillings and the other pieces in proportion, 
the same value as declared by her deceased sister.

Great pressure was brought to bear to induce Queen Eliza-
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beth to sanction the coinage of copper money farthings and 
half-pence for people were so short of small change that 
pewter and leaden tokens had been issued; but this metal 
was declared to be too poor for England, and she could only 
be induced to sanction them for Ireland. This was the first 
attempt to introduce copper into the English currency.

1561. The " threepenny bit" was first ordered to be struck.
Among the most important and most interesting facts con 

nected with our coinage and currency, is a highly beneficial 
and marked change in the mintage  which took place in this 
reign. I refer to the introduction of the mill and screw into 
our mint in this year (1561). This machine was introduced 
by a Frenchman named Philip Mastrelle, who was taken into 
the mint to work the new press; but being discovered 
forging when away from work, he was executed at Tyburn 
as a traitor.

This year a proclamation was issued, altering the currency 
of the coins the sovereign being declared henceforth not to 
pass for thirty shillings but twenty shillings, and others in 
proportion. This refers to all coins of fine gold. Those 
struck in crown gold the sovereign, current at twenty shil 
lings, to pass for thirteen shillings and fourpence, and others 
in proportion.

James VI of Scotland succeeded Elizabeth as James I of 
England, thus uniting the two crowns, and before his arrival 
in London he had issued a proclamation declaring that the 
coins of Scotland should pass current in England, the six 
pound piece at ten shillings and the mark at thirteenpence- 
halfpenny. On the English coins " Scotland" was put after 
" England " in his dignities, and the Scottish as well as the 
Irish arms were quartered on the moneys for the first time.

Though he had styled himself King of England, Scotland, 
France and Ireland on his first accepting the crown, James,

N2
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in the following year, 1604, altered this designation to King 
of Great Britain, France and Ireland, and ordered such 
henceforth to be struck on his coins.

The same year he declared that, as the English gold coins 
were not in relative value to the silver, equal to the propor 
tions attached to them out of the country, which had heen the 
cause of the exportations of such gold, a new coinage should 
be issued, wherein the twenty-shilling gold piece, called a 
sovereign, was designated " unit."

1611. The exportation of gold was carried on to such an 
extent, that in this year the "unit" was raised from twenty 
shillings to twenty-two shillings in value, and other gold 
coins in proportion. The old sovereign or rose-royal to be 
current at thirty-three shillings instead of thirty shillings, and 
the remainder of the coins struck of angel (or fine) gold in 
proportion ; the unit &c. being struck of crown gold.

In 1619 the weights were altered so as to bring the coins 
to their former denomination, viz., thirty shillings, twenty 
shillings &c, pieces ; we thus get the unit again at twenty 
shillings. This piece of the new weight was remarkable for 
being the first English coin to bear the King's profile laure- 
ated, whence they were termed in slang, " laurels."

The ambition for centuries of the English Kings, the cause 
(whether secret or open) of nearly all the bloodshed between 
the northern and southern monarchies of the island the un 
ceasing desire of Edward I, who had annexed Wales the 
union of England and Scotland under one crown, was re 
corded by James I on most of his coins. On the unit we 
read " Faciam eos in gentem unam." On the double crown 
(half sovereign) " Henricus rosas, regna Jacobus," alluding 
to the roses being united by Henry VII and the thrones by 
James I. The thistle crown bore " Tueatur nnitu Deus" 
On the four larger silver coins, " Qua; Deus conjuxit nemo 
" separet."
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We now come to the unhappy monarch Charles I filled 
with false notions, with absurd ideas, in his youth, about that 
now exploded idea of divine right, which cost him first his 
crown and then his head.

Within three months of his accession he granted letters 
patent to the Dowager Duchess of Kichmond and Sir Francis 
Crane to issue copper farthing tokens of the same type and 
style as those of the late King to weigh about six grains each. 

1640. The struggle had commenced between Charles and 
his Parliament, and to supply his wants the first thing he did 
was to seize the metal in the mint: he afterwards gave secu 
rities for the repayment of the same. He had recourse also 
to other measures for raising money, and at length resorted to 
the common practice of debasing the coinage ; but this his 
advisers could not suffer though they stood faithful to their 
Sovereign in his troubles, they could not approve of such a 
means to help him out of his difficulties. Charles knew his 
men must be clad and fed, and to clothe and feed them he 
must have money.

A bill was brought into Parliament the Scotch objected 
to the currency being tampered with, and were met by the 
reply, " it is the King's prerogative." Various proposals 
were made, and the King set the example of melting down 
his own plate. The dispute between his Majesty and his 
Parliament had by this time come to a rupture, and now we 
find ourselves with that most interesting series of currency, 
the " siege-pieces," a series which alone would supply suf 
ficient material for a paper. The set shows the progress of 
Charles, marking, by the impressions they bear, the different 
towns he stopped at during his war with his Parliament. They 
were formed of pieces of plate, supplied by his adherents, 
rudely cut and stamped with the value as II. vi. (for 2s. 6d.) 
and either the name of the town in full or a sketch of its 
castle, while some bear the weight instead of the value,



(Plate II, fig. 2.) The coined money, again, got clipped or 
hoarded up " for better times;" to such an extent, indeed, 
had the clipping gone, that a crown piece looked more like 
a half-crown, notwithstanding that the mill and screw had 
heen worked under the direction of Briott, a Frenchman, to 
ensure a hetter security against this evil practice.

While Charles was issuing these " bits of metal, stamped 
" with the value," the Parliament was not standing still. 
Though the King had secretly ordered the staff of the mint 
to follow him so soon as they had gathered a quantity of plate 
together, which was rapidly being brought in by his friends 
to be worked into that which was most needed, his opponents 
got information of this, and issued a counter order to the 
effect that no one was to leave the Tower without an order 
from the House.

It does not appear that the Parliament issued any coins 
during the King's lifetime, except those bearing his Majesty's 
effigy ; but after his death those known as the Commonwealth 
coins were struck. This currency stands alone in style. It is 
the first money bearing the legends in English, and instead of 
the Royal arms we find the cross of St. George and the harp 
of Ireland on shields in the centre. (Plate II, fig. 3.) This 
change or rather innovation on the usual Latin inscription 
and heraldic symbols of royalty was only effected by a change 
in the Master of the Mint; Sir Robert Harley, who had held 
that post under Charles, declined to execute dies of such 
barbarity as bearing English legends so he made way for one 
not quite so fastidious, in the person of Dr. Aaron Guerdain.

We now find the coinage fairly under the power of the 
Commonwealth, and one of their first acts after the execution 
of Charles, was to discuss the mintage. Besides the heraldic 
emblems being altered, as just alluded to, the English legends 
were substituted for the Latin, and were, on one side, The 
Commonwealth of England, and on the other, God with us:
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and Thomas Simon (or Symon), that master of the art of 
engraving, " was appointed to be sole chief engraver to the 
" mints and seals."

1649 and 1651. Copper was again projected as a proper 
metal to issue in small coins for the poorer classes, but does 
not seem to have been used.

When the excitement consequent upon the wars and 
tumults just over, had subsided, Cromwell turned his attention 
to the currency. He had in the mint one of the greatest 
engravers, if not the greatest, of the period ; but there was a 
contemporary in France, named Pierre Blondeau, who had 
worked up the currency of that country, by his skill as engraver, 
aided by the mill and screw, with his own latest improvements 
added, to a state of perfection. He was invited over; but 
unfortunately, as with all improvements the workman of any 
particular branch objects to any innovation upon his "jog-trot" 
pace and style of work the men at the mint stoutly resisted 
any alteration, and though Blondeau made pattern pieces to 
shew an improvement, with inscriptions on the edge for the 
first time, the resistance was too great, so his designs were 
never issued, and he went back to France.

1653. Oliver Cromwell was declared Lord Protector of the 
Commonwealth of England, Scotland and Ireland; and in. 
1656 he ventured to issue coins bearing his effigy and legend, 
(part I, plate I, fig. 3), the designs of which were by Thomas 
Simon, and are the first of section

III. THE SIMONIAN (1656 to the present time).

This issue is worthy of examination.
I. While Cromwell ventured, thereby, to issue a coinage 

 with his own profile &c. on, Simon had ventured to use the 
means adopted by Blondeau,* the mill and screw, to obtain a

* An order in Council declared " That the stamp and superscription on ona 
" side of the money to be coined according to M. Blondeau's new invention, ba 
" according to the form now brought in, instead of that form agreed on,'
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correct round and a legend on the edge, though this means 
was rejected hy the workmen when Blondeau himself wished 
to work it: it may therefore fairly be inferred that they were in 
dignant at a foreigner being brought over to do what they could 
themselves perform, if they only had the same machine for 
in Simon they had the talent for engraving.

II. A crowned profile-bust, clad in the dress of the period, 
had always been the type adopted for the coins; but here was 
one who refused the crown, a President of a Eepublic, a man 
by whose energy the country had been led successfully through 
a long strife. Simon availed himself of these points and 
produced a classic profile-bust, draped and laureated in bold 
relief, which introduced the style that has been used ever 
since, for we only find the crowned profile on the early coins 
of Charles II, when he refused to employ Simon, on account 
of his working for Cromwell, and wished to have his issue as 
unlike the Protector's as possible. This and the Gothic crown 
and florin of the present reign are the only crowned types since 
issued.

III. This is the date from which starts the changing of the 
profile from left to right and right to left. Cromwell had his 
to the left. Charles II's first issue, though different in type, 
was not looking another way: but in his second issue, laureated 
and draped, he faces the right, " to turn his back upon the 
" traitor." James II looked to the left; William and Mary 
to the right; Anne to the left and so on.

The coins from this date begin to be more of the size in 
present circulation, and the shillings, instead of having, as 
previously, a " tinny" sound, have the solid ring.

The Protector died 3rd September, 1658, and his son 
Eichaid was declared his successor; but he was not of the 
same character as his father and resigned soon after. No 
coins were struck during his brief protectorate, though copper 
farthings were again projected.
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Charles II returned, by general solicitation, to the English 
throne in 1660.

He had struck and issued coins of the " siege-piece" class 
after his father's death, and "F. D." (Fidei Defensor,) 
appears for the first time on the currency; but disappears 
till George I re-introduced it.

Thomas Simon was ordered to prepare dies with the King's 
effigy.

In the same year the unit, current at 22s., was declared to 
pass for 23s. 6d., and other gold coins in proportion.

Soon afterwards the Commonwealth coins were forbidden 
to be current, and as the Cromwellian issue is not mentioned, 
Numismatists argue that they could never have been declared 
current.

1662. Blondeau was again called to the mint, and he 
undertook to shew his method of working the edges to the 
men. Simon and a foreigner, John Eoetier of Antwerp, whose 
acquaintance the King had made during his exile, were ordered 
to make designs. Roetier's were accepted and Simon left the 
mint, whether chagrined at having his designs supplanted by 
a foreigner's or removed by order does not appear.

1663. Gold was brought from Guinea by the African 
Company, and, being sent to the Tower, was issued in pieces 
value twenty shillings and denominated " guineas." These 
coins bear an elephant under the profile, to mark that they 
were made of the above gold.

This year Simon produced his celebrated petition crown, 
one of which, at a sale about two years ago, brought £260. 
It is considered a master-piece of engraving, and on the edge 
has the following petition :  

" Thomas Simon most humbly prays your Majesty to com- 
" pare this his tryal piece with the Dutch, and if more truly 
" drawn and embossed, more gracefully ordered, and more 
"accurately engraved, to relieve him."



This was rejected; and only three specimens of the crown are 
known now to exist. (Plate I, fig. 3.)

The second issue of his Majesty's coinage appeared in this 
year. Now for the first time the armorial emblems appear in 
four different shields on the reverse, with the star of the order 
of the garter in the middle which style was maintained till the 
new general issue in 1817 ; arid again repeated in the Victoria 
Gothic crown and florin.

The bust was, like Cromwell's, laureated and draped, and, 
as before mentioned, looking to the left, the reverse to the 
Protector's and Charles's own first issue.

1665. Patterns of the copper farthing were struck, and in 
1672 they were current: from this year we may date the cop 
per currency.

James II succeeded his brother in 1685, and his coinage 
 was the same as his predecessor's; but his laureated profile 
looks the reverse way to the right.

1688. He abdicated, and we soon afterwards find him 
issuing, in Ireland, the peculiar currency styled " Gun-money." 
This issue is as curious and interesting as the " Siege-pieces." 
At first when he invaded Ireland, he took with him French 
coins, declaring at what value they should be current. He 
afterwards established mints at Dublin and Limerick. Kit 
chens were ransacked, guns, brass and copper, were melted 
down, and all issued as money; white and Prince's metal 
were also used.

Crowns and half-crowns as well as the smaller coins were 
struck and current, and when James found his funds decreas 
ing he called in his half-crowns, passed them through the 
press and they came out crowns. These interesting " proofs 
" of making money" have the half-crown impressions more 
or less distinctly to be traced amidst the impression of the 
larger value. Some idea of James's work may be gathered 
from the fact that £6,500 worth of these metals were struck



and issued to represent nearly £2,200,000, but these figures 
do not include the sum involved in the calling in of the 
half-crowns and re-issuing of the same, as above mentioned, 
as crown pieces.

William III and Mary II were declared King and Queen 
on the abdication of James II in 1688. The coins were 
ordered to be struck of the same value and denomination as 
those of their predecessor.

Clipping had become so had, notwithstanding the severity 
of the laws against offenders, that, after numerous discussions, 
resolutions and petitions, the King mentioned the grievance 
in his speech at the opening of Parliament in 1689, it having 
been previously estimated that it would require one million 
sterling to make up the difference between the intrinsic and 
current values of the clipped money.

Objections were raised against going into the currency 
question, as the country was then engaged in a foreign war.* 
The guinea, which had already risen from 20s. to 23s. Cd., 
now rose to 30s. But Parliament, finding that this state of 
things interfered with the currency, causing gold to rise in 
the market and the exportation of good silver to buy foreign 
gold, exercised its power, and in 1696 declared the guinea 
to pass current first for 28s. and afterwards 26s.

The bad state of the coinage was now bringing the cur 
rency to a definite point. In December, 1696, hammered 
money, that is, all money coined before Cromwell's time 
(when the mill and screw were first used) was declared to be 
unlawful, and to be received in taxes by weight, at the rate 
of 5s. 8d. per ounce, and taken to the nearest mint (of which 
there were several established for the quicker re-coining) before 
being taken into the Exchequer.

1699. When the new silver coinage, amounting to nearly 
£6,900,000, which it had occupied nearly three years to 
produce, was issued, it was calculated that the operation 

« War with France.
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involved a loss to the country of over £2,700,000, caused by 
taking in clipped and worn money by tale and re-coining it to 
weight. The mint charges were not quite £180,000. We 
may from this year date the disappearance of hammered coins. 

During the joint reign of William and Mary their profiles 
both appear on the coinage, and the legend is " Gul. et Maria" 
&c. Upon Mary's death her portrait disappears, and the 
legend is " Gulielmus III" or " Teriius."

The mints established for the greater rapidity of coining 
the new issue were at Bristol, Chester, Exeter, Norwich and 
York, and the money struck at these respective towns bear 
the initial letter; besides these mint marks, the " Elephant 
" and Castle" was issued on those coined of the African Co.'s 
metal, the " Rose " on the silver from the English mines, the 
" Plumes" on that from the Welsh.

Queen Anne succeeded to the throne on the death of 
William III in 1702.

Though the late Sovereign's coins were good, they appear 
meagre when compared with the elegant dies of this Queen. 
The impression seems as if it is meant to stand the wear and 
friction of the currency, and is considered by some as the 
point to divide the history of the coinage into two parts, 
though the authorities who favour this opinion admit that the 
impressions do not excel Simon's on the Protector's issue.

The authorities then in power and others, among whom 
was Dean Swift, appear to have wished to make the coinage 
something more than mere pieces of . metal of a money 
value. The question was raised whether they could not 
also be monuments or medals for recording great events. 
Accordingly, in 1702, war being declared against France 
and Spain, and the town of Vigo in the latter country 
having been taken, some of the silver and gold found among 
the spoil, which, on being brought to this country, was 
coined, bears " Vigo" on the obverse under the fall of the
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neck, thus recording that that city was taken in that year. 
(Plate II, fig. 4.) This idea, of making the currency medals 
of record as well as money of commercial value, however, was 
not further acted on.

Complaints had been repeatedly made about the losses sus 
tained by changing the Scotch currency into English ; where 
fore, in 1707, coins of English denomination were struck at 
Edinburgh and bear E under the profile ; these were made of 
the Scottish coins which had been returned to the mint, 
though some were issued of Scottish value. In 1708, however, 
these last were called in, and coins of English value only 
issued, bearing E* under the bust. This was the last gold or 
silver issue coined away from London.

The silver and gold coins of this reign were so much alike 
that shillings were gilded and passed off as sovereigns.

No copper coins were issued; pattern farthings exist and 
bring high prices, tbough the more plentiful are sometimes 
erroneously sold as the scarcer.

Her Majesty had rejected a pattern guinea because the 
shoulder was bare, and she was so modest that all her coins 
bear her bust draped.

Queen Anne died in 1714 and was succeeded by George I, 
whose coinage, save a quarter-guinea which was issued for the 
first time, was the same as his predecessor's. The legend, 
however, has his German titles added, reading thus Georgius 
D. G. M. BR. FR. ET HIB. REX. F.D. BRVN. ET L. 
DVX. S. R, I. A. TH. ET EL. Georgius Dei Gratia Magnee 
Britannia? Franciae et Hibernise Rex, Fidei Defensor Bruns- 
vicensis et Lunenburgensis Dux Sacri Romani Imperii Archi 
Thesaurarius et Elector. Duke of Brunswick and Lunenburg 
and Arch-Treasurer and Elector of the Holy Roman Empire.

Defender of the Faith (F.D.) appears now for the first time 
on legal coin, though these initials had been used on the Great 
Seal ever since the title had been conferred on Henry VIII



by Pope Leo X, and appeared as before mentioned on some 
of the siege-pieces of Charles II. (Plate II, fig. 5.)

George I was succeeded by his son George II in 1727. 
The currency was the same, excepting that no quarter-guineas 
were issued.

The mill and screw had been considered an effectual barrier 
to clipping and so they were; but thieves will steal, and they 
had found out a method of filing off the edges, and then 
re-milling with a file therefore the milling of this reign was 
altered from perpendicular to a slant or cable-twist.

1733. The old hammered coins, angels &c., of James I, 
Charles I and Charles II, which still remained in circulation 
under the term " broad pieces," were now finally forbidden 
by enactment.

George III succeeded his grandfather in 1760. The cur 
rency remained the same; but by this time the coins of 
former reigns had become so flat from circulation, that it was 
difficult to say whether a piece of money shown was English 
or foreign: there being no rim to protect the impression, the 
latter bore all the friction and so the marks of the die soon 
disappeared.

Lord Liverpool in a letter to the King estimated the de 
preciation on the shilling to have been one-sixth.

1761. Quarter-guineas again coined.
1770. Seven-shilling pieces were among the list to be 

issued, but this coin does not appear to have been proclaimed 
current till 1797.

Still the clamour was rife against the inferior currency. 
Such a difference was there that, as new guineas were 
issued, they were exchanged or bought up for the defaced 
and depreciated, till at length the Government took into 
consideration the best means of preventing this evil. Lord 
North proposed that all the old coin be recalled, and for the 
future the gold currency should be regulated by weight as



191

well as by tale, which was approved of by tbe King: the 
idea found a place in his Majesty's speech at the opening 
of Parliament ; a debate ensued; and at length certain 
weights were allowed for depreciation, below which the gold 
coin was not to be legal tender.

1786. The sovereignty of the Isle of Man was purchased, 
and copper coins issued bearing his Majesty's profile.

1784. The Anglesey penny was issued, and was the first 
of that immense series of tradesmen's copper tokens which 
were justified by the paucity of the legal copper currency, 
against which there had been complaints year after year with 
out effect. These tokens form a collection of themselves, and 
they range from 1784 till the great authorized issue, in 1797, 
of the copper coinage struck by Boltou of Soho, Birmingham, 
which currency contained copper penny and twopenny pieces 
for the first time in our coinage; the twopenny piece being 
found too cumbersome was never again issued.

But this appearance of tokens did not remedy the con 
dition of the silver and gold coins. The clamour increased  
forgeries were detected the allowance for prosecuting offen 
ders had to be increased dollar tokens were issued by 
the Bank of England. People were summoned for refusing 
the coin of the realm, and riots broke out in different places.

The authorities only replied by issuing new coins in 
driblets, and debating on the weight and fineness of a 
new issue till at length, in J817, the grand new coinage 
appeared : and, so that the public might get them fresh and 
untarnished, some of the pieces were given out from the 
Bank of England in silver paper. This issue contained the 
" sovereign" at 20s. once more. The guinea, which had 
given so much trouble and had ranged from 20s. to 30s., 
had been previously fixed at 21s., and now it with its 
parts ceased to be struck.

Upon the new coinage being ready, the old was declared to
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be taken at its nominal value, by all the branches of the 
Bevenue.

The currency then appearing for the first time is still in 
circulation and requires no description ; hut one alteration is 
worthy of note. The claim to the monarchy of France, 
which had uninterruptedly been persisted in by the English 
crown ever since the time of Edward III, so far as the 
inscription on the coins and Great Seal and quarterings on 
the armorial bearings were concerned, now disappears from 
all three; but it is curious that, though the arms of his 
Majesty's German dominions remain on the quarterings, 
having been introduced by George I, the initials of his 
dignities appertaining thereto, introduced at the same time, 
are now no longer to be found on his English coins; and 
the engraver's name again appears on the money, not in 
the old style in a garter on the reverse, but neatly and beauti 
fully engraved on the fall of the neck, below the neck, or on 
the shield.

1825. During the reign of George IV the Irish and 
English coins were declared henceforth to pass for the same 
value in each country.

William IV succeeded his brother George IV, and during 
the reign of the former (in 1836,) the groat having been 
discontinued from Charles I's reign till this date, was once 
more issued, and is still current as a " fourpenny hit."

The points of interest worthy of note during the present 
reign are the ceasing to coin crowns in 1847 and half-crowns 
in 1851, though in 1847 W. Wyon executed what is considered 
to be the most chaste and beautiful design since Simon's 
celebrated petition crown. It is Gothic, having the Sovereign's 
bust once more draped in her robes, and on the reverse the 
royal arms on four shields, with the star of the order of the 
garter in the centre. (Plate I, fig. 4.) This coin, however, 
a crown piece, (of which two thousand were struck,) was
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condemned, as the public prefer something smaller for the 
pocket. It was consequently recalled and specimens only 
exist in collections.

1849. The florin one-tenth of a pound was issued of a 
similar device; but people were scrupulous it had not the 
charm of D.G. and it would not sound if rung; so that was 
followed by one a little larger in circumference, thinner, and 
bearing the absolutely necessary " Dei Gratia." This piece 
was issued as a first step to decimal coinage; but as the 
Committee of the House of Commons was assured that it is 
easier to divide by 4, 12 and 20 than 10, 10, 10, and the 
opinion having great weight, we have not progressed further 
toward the rational and civilized end the adoption of tha 
system which has taken so much hold on the modern world.

The new issue of the bronze coinage in place of the mon 
grel copper currency, in 1860, is too recent to require any 
remarks, except perhaps that, with this as with all the rest of 
the coinage, there is vast room for an improvement in design.

The double .sovereign or two-pound piece, which was first 
issued in the reign of Henry VIII, ceased to be coined after 
wards till the reign of Charles II, when it appeared in com 
pany with the five-pound piece. These larger denominations 
of the gold currency have been issued by every monarch 
since; but there being now no demand for them, they, like 
the Gothic crown, only exist in collections.

In this paper my object has been to give a general history 
of the subject. The various mint marks, legends, origin of 
names given to the different pieces, the " reason why" of the 
multitudinous inscriptions are too numerous for one paper.

In concluding this short outline of a branch of our country's 
history, so important and interesting, but at the same time 
studied and understood by comparatively so few of our coun 
trymen, I shall call attention to a proclamation, making the last 
" alteration " in the currency, which appeared in the Gazette of 

o



the 6th February of this year. It declared all sovereigns and 
Ijheir halves, coined at and issued hy Her Majesty's Colonial 
Mint at Sydney, New South Wales, to he current in Great 
Britain at par: hitherto they had been taken at first sixpence 
and later threepence loss; a great injustice, not only to the 
mint of issue which coined hy the Eoyal consent, and there 
fore virtually on the same hasis as that on Tower Hill hut 
also to those of Her Majesty's subjects who arrived in this 
country from that colony : they took these coins, issued hy 
Boyal proclamation at twenty shillings, in Australia; they 
arrived in England and could only get 19s. 6d. or 19s. 9d., 
which loss became very serious. These grievances the 
proclamation referred to abolished, and put the Australian 
sovereign at its right value.


