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LATELY the attention of archseologists haa been strongly called 
to cup and ring sculpturings on stones and rocks in various 
parts of Great Britain and Ireland. The lapidary surfaces are 
not smoothed or hewn in any way to receive the sculpturings. 
The sculpturings themselves consist of incised cuttings of 
various forms. The principal or generic types, however, 
hitherto observed are the following: 

1. Hollow rounded excavations or cups varying from one 
to three or four inches in diameter ; but shallow in proportion 
to their breadth.

2. Cups of the preceding type encircled by one incised ring.
3. Cups surrounded by a aeries of concentric and enlarging 

complete rings.
 1. Cups with an enclosing ring or series of rings but the 

rings rendered incomplete by a straight radial groove or 
channel traversing them from the centre to the circumference.

5. Similar series of concentric rings without a central cup ; 
and

6. Series of encircling rings made by a spiral line or volute.
These lapidary archaic cuttings have now been found in 

many different localities; and in some localities in great 
abundance. On rocks und monoliths on the banks of the Add 
in Argyllshire, I have counted nearly two hundred ring and 
cup cuttings, in a district about six or eight miles long and 
two or three miles in breadth. Above three hundred groups 
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of the lapidary circles have been discovered within the last 
few years within the county of Northumberland alone.

The cup and ring cuttings have been discovered in a 
variety of relations or positions. I have seen them sculptured 
on the surfaces of rocks in situ; on large stones placed 
inside and outside the walls of old British cities and camps; 
on blocks used in the construction of the olden dwellings and 
strongholds of archaic living man ; on the interior of the 
chambered sepulchres and kistvaens of the archaic dead ; on 
monoliths and on cromlechs; and repeatedly in Scotland on 
megalithic or so-called " Druidical " circles.

The Calder Stones near Liverpool afford a very interesting 
and remarkable example of these cup and ring carvings upon 
this last variety of stones or, in other words, upon the stones 
of a small megalithic circle. Some of the Calder Stones 
afford ample evidence of modern chiselling, as remarked by 
its sharpness and outray figurings. But in addition to these 
there are cut upon them though in some parts greatly faded 
away sculpturings of cups and concentric rings exactly 
similar to those existing in various parts of England and 
Scotland.* These archaic carvings upon the Calder Stones 
are remarkable not only from their perfect and entire simi 
larity to the sculptures found elsewhere ; but still more so 
from the fact that we have here presented upon a single 
circle, almost every known and recognised type of these 
cuttings ; thus affording one strong proof among many others 
that the cup and ring cuttings are all of one class of art 
and of one origin, though somewhat diverse in form and type.

The Calder circle is about six yards in diameter. It consists 
of five stones which are still upright, and one that is fallen.

  1 liuve received, for example, from my friend Dr. Wyse, a sketch of « 
sculptured stone obtained from an ancient " weem " or underground bouse in 
Forfarshire, where some of the lapidary circles ore so precisely similar in appear 
ance to those on the inner surface of the largest Calder Stone, that, though the 
two stones are hundreds of miles apart, they look as if they had been carved bj 
the some hand, and had met, too, with the same form of disintegration.
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The stones consist of slabs and blocks of red sandstone, all 
different in size and shape.

The fallen stone is small, and shews nothing on its exposed 
side; but possibly, if turned over, some markings might be 
discovered on its other surface.

Of the five standing stones, the largest of the set (No. I) 
is a sandstone slab, between five and six feet in height and in 
breadth. On its outer surface or the surface turned to the 
exterior of the circle  there is a flaw above from disintegration 
and splintering of the stone ; hut the remaining portion of the 
surface presents between thirty and forty cup depressions, 
varying from two to three and a half inches in diameter; and 
at its lowest and left-hand corner is a concentric circle about 
a foot in diameter, consisting of four enlarging rings, but 
apparently without any central depression.

The opposite surface of this stone, No. 1, or that directed 
to the interior of the circle, has near its centre a cup cut upon 
it, with the remains of one surrounding ring. On the right 
side of this single-ringed cup are the faded remains of a 
concentric circle of three rings. To the left of it there is 
another three-ringed circle, with a central depression, but the 
upper portions of the rings are broken off. Above it is a 
double-ringed cup, with this peculiarity, that the external ring 
is a volute leading from the central cup, and between the 
outer and inner ring is a fragmentary line of apparently 
another volute, making a double-ringed spiral which is 
common on some Irish stones, as on those of the great archaic 
mausoleum at New Grange, but extremely rare in Great 
Britain. At the very base of this stone, and towards the left, 
are two urn all volutes, one with a central depression or cup, 
the other seemingly without it. One of these small volutes 
consists of three turns, the other of two.

The next stone, No. 2 in the series, is about six feet high 
and somewhat quadrangular. On one of its sides, half-way
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up, is a single oup cutting; on a second side, and near its 
base, a volute consisting of five rings or turns, and seven 
inches and a half in breadth ; and on a third side (that 
pointing to the interior of the circle), a concentric circle of 
three rings placed half-way or more up the stone.

The stone No. 3, placed next to it in the circle, is between 
three and four feet in height; thick and somewhat quad 
rangular, but with the angles much rounded off. On its 
outermost side is apparently a triple circle cut around a 
central cup ; but more minute examination and fingering of 
the lines shews that this figure is produced by a spiral line or 
volute starting from the central cup, and does not consist of 
separate rings. The diameter of the outermost circle of the 
volute is nearly ten inches. Below this figure, and on the 
rounded edge between it and the next surface of the stone 
to the left, are the imperfect and faded remains of a larger 
quadruple circle. On one of the two remaining sides of 
this stone is a double concentric circle with a radial groove 
or gutter uniting them. This is the only instance of the radial 
groove which I observed on the Calder Stones, though such 
radial direct lines or ducts are extremely common elsewhere 
in the lapidary concentric circles.

The stone No. 4 is too much weathered and disintegrated 
on the sides to present any distinct sculpturings. On its 
flat top are nine or ten cups ; one large and deep (being 
nearly five inches in diameter). Seven or eight of these cups 
are irregularly tied or connected together by linear channels 
or cuttings. In this and other respects this stone resembles 
in its cups and lines the appearances on the capstone of a 
cromlech at Clynnog-Fawr, North Wales, and one of a series 
of stones on the Hue-hill in Stirlingshire.

The fifth stoue is too much disfigured by modern apocryphal 
cuttings and chisellings to deserve archceological notice.

The day on which I visited these stones was dark and wet.
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On a brighter and more favourable occasion perhaps some 
additional markings may be discovered.

The whole circle was inclosed some years ago by the late 
Mr. Walker, within an excellent iron railing ; and the generous 
protection thus afforded will, it is hoped, save for many years 
from further mutilation, a monument which is, I believe, 
undoubtedly the oldest specimen that exists in the neigh 
bourhood of Liverpool, of the art and work of archaic man.

Mnny suggestions, I may observe, have been offered in 
regard to the intent and import of such lapidary cup find ring 
cuttings as exist on the Calder Stones; but none of the 
theories proposed solve, as it seems to me, the hieroglyphic 
mystery in which these sculpturings are still involved. They 
are old enigmatical " handwritings on the wall" which no 
modern reader has yet deciphered. In our present state of 
knowledge with regard to them, let us be content with merely 
collecting and recording the facts in regard to their appearances, 
relations, localities &c.; for all early theorising will in all 
probability end only in error. It is surely better frankly to 
own that we know not what these markings mean (and possibly 
may never know it), rather than wnnder off into that vague 
mystification and conjecture which in former days often 
brought discredit on the whole study of archceology.

But in regard to their probable era let me add one suggestion. 
These cup and ring cuttings have now been traced along the 
whole length of the British Isles, from Dorsetshire to Orkney, 
and across their whole breadth from Yorkshire in England 
to Kerry in Ireland; and in many of the inland counties 
in the three kingdoms. They are evidently dictated by some 
common thought belonging to some common race of men. 
But how very long is it since a common race or successive 
waves even of a common race inhabited such distant districts 
as I have just named, and spread over Great Britain and 
Ireland, from the English Channel to the Pentland Firth,
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and from the shores of the German Ocean to those of the 
Atlantic ?

The race that first began to carve them were, there is reason 
to helieve, that race among our forefathers who erected the 
cromlechs, the chambered barrows, the stone circles, the large 
monoliths and the other megtilithic works, which are still 
found scattered over the British Islands. If we may judge 
from the evidence afforded by the barrows opened in our own 
country, in the Channel Islands and in Brittany, these 
megalithic builders appear to have been still sparingly, if at 
all, provided with metallic tools ; and the chisellings and 
carvings upon the stones themselves can be all, I find, 
easily imitated, even on granite rocks, by flint weapons and a 
mallet. The ethnological proofs gathered from the exami 
nation of the crania found in connexion with megalithic 
sepulchral structures tend, as far as they go at present, to 
point to a race different from, and seemingly anterior to, the 
appearance of the Celtic race in our Islands. If this view, 
(a view held by some of our first archaeologists,) ultimately 
prove to be correct, then we have in the Calder Stones, and 
and within hail, as it were, of the busy mart and great 
modern city of Liverpool, a stone structure erected and 
carved by a Turanian race, who dwelt in this same locality, and 
lived and dit-d in this same home many long centuries before 
Roman or Saxon, Dane or Norman, set his invading foot upon 
the shores of Britain ; and possibly anterior even to that far 
more distant date, when in their migration westward the Cymry 
and Celt first reached this remote " Isle of the Sea." The 
extreme rudeness and simplicity of the British cup and ring 
cuttings afford at least sufficient evidence of their very early 
and archaic character; while their general diffusion proves 
that the race or races, be they Celtic or Pre-Celtic, that 
carved them, must at one time have widely overspread 
both the kingdoms uf England and of Scotland.


