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TRANSACTIONS.

THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF THE 

CITY OF LIVERPOOL.*

By J. Paul Rylands, F.S.A.

WITH A REPORT THEREON ISY GEORGE WILLIAM MARSHALL, 
LL.D., F.S.A., ROUGE CROIX PURSUIVANT OF ARMS.

Read 2oth November, 1890.

I N The Stranger in Liverpool; or an historical and 
descriptive view of the town of Liverpool and its 

environs the twelfth edition Liverpool: printed and 
sold by Thos. Kaye, Castle Street; i~$J<S, the following 
foot-note to a description of the armorial ensigns 
of the town of Liverpool occurs : 

" The coat and crest of the town of Liverpool, 
"as by Flower, (No. 2167) who was herald for 
" Lancashire argent, and in base, water proper, 
" standing in which a wild drake sable, beaked 
"gules crest a heron sable, in its beak gules, a 
" branch of lever virt. In some of the old books 
" of the Corporation, about 1611, the town's arms 
" are said to be a cormorant. In the year 1667 
" the Earl of Derby gave the town ' a large mace

* At the meeting at which this paper was read the original patents of the 
Arms of Liverpool and Birkenhead were exhibited.
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" ' of silver, richly gilt, and engraved with his 
" ' Majesty's arms and the arms of the town, viz. 
" ' a leaver.' "

This suggested the idea that the town might 
have had a grant of armorial bearings, or a 
recognition of a right to bear arms, long anterior 
to the grant of the arms now borne by the City of 
Liverpool, the patent for which is dated the 22nd 
March, 1797. The patent for supporters is dated 
the 23rd March, 1797 ; and the annexed plate is 
a fac-simile of the representation of the arms and 
supporters painted in the margin of the latter 
patent.

A further supposition was that such older arms 
were probably granted or allowed by William 
Flower, Norroy King of Arms, the heraldic sove 
reign of the country north of the Trent, including 
Lancashire, who made a Visitation of our county 
in the year 1567 ; and that Flower's grant of the 
arms would be found in Harleian MS. 2167, in the 
British Museum.

No mention is made of the arms of Liverpool 
in Flower's Visitation, nor in the Visitations taken 
in the years 1533, 1613, and 1664-5, all of which 
have been printed by the Chetham Society ; and 
Harleian MSS. 891, 1468, 1549, 2086, and 6159, 
stated to be copies of Flower's Visitation, which 
have been examined by Mr. J. Eedes, contain no 
reference to the town's arms.

Harleian MS. 2167, folio 68b, which is one of 
the third Randle Holme's collections, and has no 
connection with Flower's Visitation of Lancashire, 
contains a drawing of " The coat and crest of the 
" town of Leverpoole in the Com. Lancr .", which 
is almost identical with the arms and crest now 
borne by the City, the only differences being that 
in Randle Holme's drawing the cormorant in the 
arms is standing in water, and that in the crest is
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close, instead of having the wings elevated. This 
drawing is doubtless the one referred to in The 
Stranger in Liverpool.

The following notes of occurrences of the Liver 
pool armorial bearings, prior to the date of the 
patent, were collected with the object of tracing 
the history of the arms, and are probably worth 
preserving in a collected form :  

JoS^-Q, Feb. loth. " The Scochyn or Comon 
" badge of the towne " delivered to " Will'm 
" Poughtyn or newe Wayte",* and certain persons 
were pledges for its re-delivery to the mayor " in 
" payne of xxvj s viij d ." [Corporation Records.] 
There is nothing to show that this was armorial.

1566. The town's " Conisaunce or Scochyn of 
" Sylver " was in the safe custody of John Crosse, 
Esq. [Ibid.]

1579-80. The Common Council was restored. 
" An assemblie holden in the comon haule of this 
" towne the xiiij th daye of Januarie In the xxij lh 
" y'eare of the reigne of o v sou'aigne Lady Elizabeh 
" by the grace of God of England firaunce and 
" Ireland quene detfender of the faythe &c. before 
" Mr Maio 1' wth all his brethren thaldermen of the 
" said towne and a greate number of the comon 
" burgesses of the same then and there assembled 
" vpon good consideracon had for the reformacon 
" of Diu's disorders." [Ibid.]

1611. " It was concluded and agreed by the 
" comon consent of the whole howse, That Peter 
" Tarbocke, then elected Towne Clerke is and 
" shall delyu' on New Yeres day next, to the Maior 
" of this Towne then beinge, in Plate, the some of 
" ffortie pounds, and ten pound more in Plate on 
" Midsom' even, all wch is to be bestowed on the

* A sentinel, or watchman, of the town. See Wright's Vocabularies, 1884, 
and Catholicon Anglicum, Early English Text Society, 1881, p. 406.
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" Maior, marked wtk the. Cormorant, the Townes 
" Armcs on it. And yl the said Plate shalbe by 
" the said Maior delyu'ed ou' to the Maior then 
" next ensuyinge &c." [Ibid]

1615. A silver seal of the town arms engraved 
for the Mayor. [See the next note.]

1635. " Deliu'ed to M r Tho: Bicksteth Esq. 
" Maior, a little scale of silv' & Scutione (ioth the 
"townes Armcs} [engraved] in the Maioralty of 
" Cuthb 1 Halsall Esc." [i.e., 1615.] [Ibid.]

1656. "The townes armes to be sett and ingraved " 
upon new plate to be bought. [Ibid]

1668. The Earl of Derby presented to the town 
a large mace, engraved, among other devices, with 
" the armes of the townc viz1 the Leaver." [Ibid]

Circa 1679. Randle Holme in one of his MSS. 
gives a drawing of " The coat and crest of the Town 
" of Levcrpoole in the Com. Lancr " as Argent, 
standing in water in base proper, a bird [the cor 
morant] close Sable, beaked Gules. Crest: On a 
wreath a similar bird close Sable with a branch in 
the beak Vert [Had. MS. 2167, pencil folio 68b]. 
A fac-simile of this drawing is given in the 
accompanying plate.

1685. " Ordered that all persons whose names 
" are in the Poore Booke and who receave Almes 
" in this Burrough shall weare a Pewter badge wth 
"ys Townes Armcs engraved on it, and such as 
" refuse to weare them are hereby ordered not to 
" have anie releife from this towne." [Corporation 
Records]

1688. Randle Holme's Academy of Armory and 
Blazon, book ii, chap, xii, contains this statement:  
" A[rgent] a Lever B[lue] the Coat of the Towne of 
" Levcrpolc."

1707. The liver engraved on a silver punch ladle 
of this date in the possession of the Corporation.

1711. The town's crest, a bird with wings elevated
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Engraved Plate on Corporation lease 1794.

Prom HarleianM.S. 2. 167circa 1637
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and a trefoil in the beak, and the date 1711, is on 
a spout of St. Peter's Church. This bird somewhat 
resembles that on the old borough seal ; it has a 
duck-like beak and the feathers are large and 
rudely indicated.

1714. The ''Anns" of " The antient Corporation 
" of Leverpoole " are represented as now borne in 
a work entitled Arms and Com. Seals of all Cities in 
England and Wales, by W. Jackson. London, 1714, 
folio ; in which the following statement occurs :  
" The Arms herein contained are according to the 
" Seals sent with yc Returns into y° Office of the 
Clerk of ye Crown & other Authentick Evidences."

1718. Similar crests to that on St. Peter's 
Church, with the date 1718, may be seen on the 
spouting of a house in Aughton Street, Ormskirk.

1728. " The South West Prospect of Liverpoole 
" in the County Palatine of Lancaster. S. & N. 
" Buck delin' et Sculp1 1728", has below, in a 
Jacobean shield, the town's arms, a cormorant or 
liver, close, with leaves in the beak, the dexter foot 
raised and the sinister standing upon rock.

1758. April 2ist. " William Goodwin, Esq 1' 
" Mayor. Ordered that a small Copper Plate for 
"the ffreemans oaths, with the Corporation Arms, 
" be got forthwith." [Corporation Records.^ I have 
not succeeded in finding an impression of this 
plate.

1759. A freeman's oath, in my possession, 
headed " Lawrence Spencer, Esq r Mayor", has a 
rude wood-cut of the arms and crest, with helm and 
mantling, and the motto DEUS NOBIS HJEC OTIA 
FECIT.*

* I have not succeeded in ascertaining the reason for the selection of this 
motto, from the sixth line of the first Eclogue of Virgil.

Octavianus Ceesar having settled himself in the Roman Empire, rewarded 
his troops with lands near Cremona and Mantua, turning out the rightful 
owners, who had sided with his enemies. Virgil was a sufferer among the 
rest, but recovered his estate by the intercession of Majcenas ; and, as an 
instance of his gratitude, composed this Eclogue, where he sets out his own
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1791. The " Liverpool Halfpenny" of this date 
has upon it the same arms, crest, and motto. 
{Trans. Hist. Soc., vol. 5 N.S., pi. 5.]

1794. A lease from the Corporation, dated igth 
June, 1794, in the possession of Mr. Eshelby, 
F.S.A., has, in the corner, a large copper-plate 
engraving of the arms, with crest, helm, mantling and 
motto ; which is reproduced hy photo-lithography 
in the accompanying plate. It is, perhaps, the 
work of the engraver of the hook-plate of Edward 
Earl of Derby (Trans. Hist. Soc., vol. 4 N.S., p. 20), 
and was probably executed about the year 1730. 
The wood-cut on the freeman's oath, 1759, was 
evidently copied from this engraving, or vice versa.

These memoranda practically prove the continu 
ous use of the cormorant as the arms of Liverpool 
from the very beginning of the seventeenth century 
down to the time of the grant, in 1797 ; but they 
do not disclose any proof of a previous grant.

Such being the case, and having exhausted all 
the available sources of information, I applied to 
Dr. Marshall, Rouge Croix Pursuivant of Arms, 
who has shown his interest in the City of Liverpool 
and our Society by presenting the coloured plate of 
the City arms, crest, and supporters which accom 
panies this paper, and by making the following 
report : 

" I have, I think, exhausted everything we have 
" (or, rather, have not) in the College about the 
" Liverpool arms. There is absolutely nothing,
good fortune in the person of Tityrus. ond the calamities of his Mantuan 
neighbours in the character of Melibceus ; and Tityrus speaks of Octavianus 
as a god :  

" O Melibcee, Deus nobis hnec otia fecit. 
" Namque erit ille mihi semper Deus: . ." 

which has been translated : 
4; These comforts, friend, were by a God bestowed,
" For ever shall he lie to me a god :" &c.

No event in Liverpool history, so far as I am aware, is sufficiently analogous 
to make the quotation especially appropriate as a motto for the town.
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" except a trick of them in a little old book called 
11 Arms of Towns, which may have been made 
" about 1750 ; but this book, it should be borne in 
" mind, is not a record. There is also the cor- 
" respondence and drawings of the supporters 
" proposed when the grant was made in Beltz 
" and Pullman's collection, but these are of no 
" antiquarian interest, and add nothing whatever 
" to our knowledge of the arms used by the Town 
" of Liverpool prior to the grant.

" In making my search, after looking at the 
" original Lancashire Visitations, I turned to the 
" private papers and memoranda which we have of 
" Dugdale's Visitation, taken in 1664-5. These 
" papers exist for several counties which he visited, 
" and disclose a considerable amount of information 
" both as to families who were called upon to enter 
" their pedigrees, and as to the proceedings taken 
" to collect evidence of arms and descents at the 
"time. Had any coat for Liverpool been put 
" forward, and disallowed, one would have found 
" some account of the transaction among these 
" papers. I can find no trace of any such 
" matter.

" When the 1613 Visitation was made several 
." towns' arms were taken, but not those of 
" Liverpool.

" The statement in The Stranger in Liverpool 
" probably contains the true story of the Liverpool 
" arms ; for if it means anything at all, it means 
" that they were granted by Flower. My reasons 
" for thinking that the words ' as by Flower 1 are 
" not without reason are two : 

" i. The Common Council of Liverpool was 
" revived in 1579-80, as stated in the Corporation 
" Records. There was therefore, I presume, a 
" reconstruction of the town's government at that 
"time.
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"2. In 1580 Flower was Norroy King of Arms,* 
" and as the holder of that office it was his right 
" to grant such arms as he pleased to corporations 
" and persons in his province, in which Liverpool, 
" being north of the Trent, was situated.

" A fair presumption, therefore, is that on the 
" revival of the Common Council in 1580, when 
" Flower was Norroy, he granted the arms and 
" crest to the town, and that the original grant 
" being lost or for some reason not produced, there 
" would be no evidence of arms at the subsequent 
" Heralds' Visitations. There is no record of 
" grants previous to the fire of London in the 
" College, except of such as have by the diligence 
" of the Officers of Arms been collected, and 
" unfortunately Liverpool does not happen to have 
" found a place among them.

" GEORGE W. MARSHALL. 
" Rouge Croix."

With Dr. Marshall I entirely agree, and it is to 
be hoped that some day the original grant by 
Flower will be forthcoming.

That the cormorant or " liver" was taken from 
the old Corporation seal there can be very little 
doubt, and that the bird on that seal was intended 
to represent the eagle of St. John was established 
by the late John Gough Nichols, F.S.A. (Trans. 
Hist. Soc. Lane, and Chcsh., vol. iii, 1850-51, p. 52). 
This fact has been recognized in the recent grant 
of arms to the Bishopric of Liverpool, the eagle 
of St. John forming part of the armorial bearings 
of the episcopate.

In conclusion, I wish to acknowledge the 
valuable assistance which I have received in these

* Flower was born about 1498, appointed Guysnes Pursuivant 1536, 
Calais Pursuivant Extraordinary before 1543, Kouge Croix Pursuivant 1544, 
Chester Herald about 1545, and Norroy King of Arms 15(12. He died in 
1588 or 1589.
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researches from Mr. George Grazebrook, F.S.A., 
and Mr. T. N. Morton. I have also to thank 
Mr. Alfred Gill, Town Clerk of Birkenhead, for 
the copy of the Grant of Arms to that town, which 
is printed in the appendix.

APPEN DIX.

GRANT AND CONFIRMATION OF ARMS TO THE 
TOWN OF LIVERPOOL, 22Ni> MARCH, 1797.

To ALL AND SINGULAR to whom these Presents shall come 
Sir Isaac Heard Knight Garter Principal King of Arms anil 
George Harrison Esquire Norroy King of Arms from the river 
Trent Northwards send Greeting. WHKRKAS the Mayor Bailiffs 
and Burgesses of the town of Liverpool in the County Palatine 
of Lancaster have in their Memorial signed by Thomas Naylor 
Esquire Mayor Peter W. Brancker Esquire Bailiff and George 
Case and Clayton Tarlcton Esquires Aldermen represented unto 
the Most Noble Charles Duke of Norfolk Earl Marshal and 
hereditary Marshal of England that the Arms assumed and used 
by the Corporation of the said Town are a Cormorant, in the 
beak a branch of Sea-Weed called Laver, and for the Crest a 
Cormorant as in the Arms with wings elevated, but that the same 
not having been registered in the College of Arms, they requested 
the favour of his Grace's Warrant for our granting confirming 
and exemplifying the said Armorial Ensigns to be borne and 
 used by the said Corporation of the Town of Liverpool and their 
successors on Shields Banners Seals or otherwise according to 
the ancient usage and Laws of Arms. AND FORASMUCH as the 
said Earl Matshal did by Warrant under his hand and Seal 
bearing date the twenty-first day of March instant authorize and 
direct us to grant exemplify and confirm the said Armorial 
Ensigns accordingly KNOW YF. THEREFORE that We the said 
Garter and Norroy in pursuance of His Grace's Warrant and by- 
Virtue of the Letters Patent of our several Offices to each of us 
respectively granted under the Great Seal of Great Britain do 
by these Presents grant confirm and exemplify unto the Mayor 
Bailiffs and Burgesses of the town of Liverpool the Arms 
following, That is to say Argent a Cormorant in the Beak a 
Branch of Sea-weed called Laver all proper, And for the Crest, on 
a Wreath of the Colours a Cormorant the wings elevated in the
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beak a Branch of Lavcr proper as the same arc in the margin 
hereof more plainly depicted to be borne and used for ever 
hereafter by the Mayor Bailiffs and Burgesses of the said Town 
of Liverpool and their Successors in Office, in their Corporate 
capacity on Shields Banners Seals or otherwise according to the 
Laws of Arms, without the Let or interruption of any Person or 
Persons whatsoever. IN WITNESS whereof We the said Garter 
and Norroy Kings of Arms have to these Presents subscribed 
our Names and Affixed the Seals of our several Offices this 
twenty-second day of March in the thirty-seventh Year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by the Grace of 
God King of Great Britain France and Ireland Defender of the 
Faith etc. and in the Year of our Lord One thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-seven.

Isaac Heard Garter Principal King of Arms.
George Harrison Norroy King of Arms.

GRANT OF SUPPORTERS TO THE ARMS OF THE 
TOWN OF LIVERPOOL, 23*1) MARCH, 1797.

To ALL AND SINGULAR to whom these Presents shall come 
Sir Isaac Heard Knight Garter Principal King of Arms sendeth 
greeting WHEREAS the Mayor Bailiffs and Burgesses of the 
Town of Liverpool in the County Palatine of Lancaster have in 
their Memorial sign'd by Thomas Naylor Esquire Mayor Peter 
W. Brancker Esquire Bailiffe and George Case and Clayton 
Tarleton Esquires Aldermen, represented unto the Most Noble 
Charles Duke of Norfolk Earl Marshal and Hereditary Marshal 
of England, That Liverpool is a very antient Corporation by 
Prescription long before the time of King John, who, in the 
ninth Year of his Reign, granted to the said Town a Charter of 
Incorporation and the Privileges thereby obtained have been 
confirmed by several succeeding Monarchs : That, by its exten 
sive and flourishing Commerce Liverpool is become the second 
Port of the Kingdom ; and, as, agreeably to antient usage the 
chief Cities and some of the principal Borough Towns of this 
Realm have borne, and do bear Supporters to their Arms they 
trusted that a Place so important to the commerce of Great 
Britain, as the Town of Liverpool, might with propriety receive 
a similar honorable distinction ; and therefore requested the 
favor ot his Grace's Warrant for my granting such Supporters as 
might be proper to be borne and used with the Arms of 
Liverpool, by them, and their Successors in Office, on Shields 
Banners Seals or otherwise according to the Laws of Arms 
KNOW YE THEREFORE that I the said Garter by Virtue of my 
Office, and with the consent of the said Earl Marshal, signified
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to me by Warrant under his Hand and Seal bearing date the 
Twenty-first clay of March instant, have devised and do, by these 
Presents, grant and assign unto the Mayor Bailiffs and Burgesses 
of the said Town of Liverpool the Supporters following, that is 
to say, the Dexter Neptune with his Sea-Green Mantle flowing, the 
Waist wreathtd with Laver: on his Head an Easlern-Ci'own 
Gold ; in the right hand his Trident Sable ; the left supporting a 
Banner of the Anns of Liverpool; on the Sinister a Triton 
 tvreath'd as the Dexter, and blowing his Shell; Hie rig/it //and 
supporting a Banner, thereon a Ship under Sail in perspective all 
proper the Banner-Staves Or; as the same are in the Margin 
hereof more plainly depicted to be borne and used for ever 
hereafter by the Mayor Bailiffs and Burgesses of the said Town 
of Liverpool and their successors in office in their Corporate 
Capacity on Shields Banners Seals or otherwise according to the 
Laws of Arms, without the Let or Interruption of any Person or 
Persons whatsoever. IN WITNESS whereof I the said Garter 
Principal King of Arms have to these Presents subscribed my 
Name and Affixed the Seal of my Office this twenty-third day 
of March in the thirty-seventh Year of the Reign of out- 
Sovereign Lord George the third by the grace of God King of 
Great Britain France and Ireland Defender of the Faith &c. and 
in the Year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-seven.

Isaac Heard Garter Principal King ot Anns.

GRANT OF ARMS TO THE BISHOPRIC OF 
LIVERPOOL, 17111 JULY, 1882.

To ALL AND SINGULAR to whom these 
Presents shall come Sir Albert William 
Woods, Knight, Garter Principal King of 

Arms, Waiter Aston Blount, Esquire, Cla- 
renceux King of Arms,and GeorgeEdwatd 
Cokayne, Esquire, Norroy King of Arms, 
Send Greeting. WHKKKAS The Right 
Reverend Father in God_/<'//>/ CharlesRy/e, 
Lord Bishop of Liverpool, hath repre 
sented unto The Most Noble Henry Duke 
of Norfolk, Earl Marshal and Hereditary 
Marshal of England, that Her Majesty 

in pursuance of an Act of Parliament passed on the Sixteenth day 
of August 1878 intituled " An Act to provide for the foundation 
" of four new Bishoprics in England " has been pleased by and with 
the advice of Her Most Honourable Privy Council on a Certifi-
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cate from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of England that the 
requirements of the said Act had been fulfilled to order (under 
date of the twenty-fourth day of March one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty) and declare that the Bishopric of Liverpool 
is thereby founded that the Diocese of the said Bishopric is to 
consist of the West Derby Hundred of the County Palatine of 
Lancaster with the exception of so much of the said Hundred 
as is in the Diocese of Manchester and to include the whole of 
the Parish of Wigan and that the Parish Church of St. Peter in 
the City of Liverpool is assigned as a temporary Cathedral 
Church to the said Bishopric and that the Bishopric of Liverpool 
is constituted a Body Corporate and invested with all such rights 
privileges and jurisdictions as are possessed by other Bishops in 
England and that the order should come into operation on the 
publication of the same in the London Gazette: That the said 
order was on the ninth day of April following published 
accordingly : That by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland bearing date 
the eleventh clay of May of the same year, Her Majesty had 
been further pleased to appoint him to the newly founded 
Bishopric of Liverpool in accordance with the provisions of the 
said Act and of the said Order in Council made in pursuance 
thereof: and it being usual from very ancient times for Bishops 
to affix to all instruments incident to their Episcopal functions 
an Official Seal composed of the Arms of their several Sees 
either alone or impaled with their respective family Arms, 
He requested the favour of His Grace's Warrant for Our granting 
and assigning such Armorial Ensigns as may be proper to be 
used by him and his successors Bishops of Liverpool on Seals, 
Shields or otherwise according to the antient usage and Laws of 
Arms. AND FORASMUCH as the said Earl Marshal did by Warrant 
under his hand ami seal bearing date the eleventh day of July 
instant authorise and direct us to grant and assign such Armorial 
Ensigns accordingly KNOW YE THEREFORE that we the said 
Garter Clarenceux and Norroy in pursuance of His Grace's 
Warrant and by virtue of the Letters Patent of Our several 
Offices to each of Us respectively granted do by these Presents 
grant and assign to the said Bishopric of Liverpool the Arms 
following that is to say Argent an Eagle rising Sable, beaked and 
legged and a Glory round the head Or, holding in the dexter claiv 
an Ink-horn proper, a chief per pale Azure and Gules charged on 
the dexter side with an open book Or, inscribed in letters Sable 
" Thy word is Truth " and in the sinister an Ancient Ship with 
three Masts Sails furled also Or, as the same are in the margin 
hereof more plainly depicted to be borne and used for ever 
hereafter by the said John Charles Kyle, Bishop of Liverpool, 
and by his successors Bishops of Liverpool on Seals Shields or
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otherwise according to the antient usage and Laws of Arms IN 
WITNESS whereof \Ve the said Garter Clarenceux and Norroy 
Kings of Arms have to these Presents subscribed our names and 
affixed the Seals of Our several Offices this seventeenth day of 
July in the Forty-sixth year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lady 
Victoria by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland Queen Defender of the Faith &c. and in the 
jvar <>t our Lord One thousand eight hundred and eighty-two. 

Albert U'. Woods, W. A. Mount, G. E. Cokayne, 
Garter. Clarenceux. Norroy.

GRANT OF ARMS TO THE TOWN OF BIRKKNHEAD,
28TH AUGUST, 1878.

To ALL AND SINGULAR to whom these 
Presents shall come Sir Albert William M'oods 
Knight Garter Principal King of Arms Robert 
I.aurie Esquire Clarenceux King of Arms and 
Walter Aston B/oiint Esquire Norroy King of 
Arms Send Greeting. WHEREAS John Laird 
Esquire Mayor of the Town of Birkenhead 
in the County Palatine of Chester hath repre 
sented unto The Most Noble Henry Duke of 
Norfolk Earl Marshal and Hereditary Mar 

shal of England that Her Majesty had been graciously pleased 
by Letters Patent under the Great Seal bearing date the 
Thirteenth day of August last to grant and declare that the 
Inhabitants of the Town of Birkenhead in the County Palatine 
of Chester embracing the whole of the Township of Birkenhead 
and the several Townships and Districts of Claughton, otherwise 
Claughton-cum-Grange, Oxton, Tranmere, and part of the Town 
ship and District of Higher Bebington, and their Successors 
shall be for ever hereafter One Body, Politic and Corporate in 
deed fact and name and that the said Body Corporate shall be 
called ''The Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of 
" Birkenhead," and by such name to have perpetual succession 
and that they should for ever hereafter have amongst other 
privileges a Common Seal to serve them in transacting their 
business and also shall and may use and assume Armorial 
Bearings and Devices which shall be duly entered and enrolled 
in the Heralds' College: That the Mayor Aldermen and 
Burgesses of the said Incorporated Borough of Birkenhead 
being desirous that fit and proper Armorial Bearings shall be 
duly assigned under legal authority He has requested on behalf 
of the said Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses that His Grace
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would be pleased to issue his Warrant for Our granting and 
assigning such Arms and Crest as may be proper to be borne by 
them and their successors on Seals, Shields, Banners or otherwise 
according to the Laws of Arms AND FORASMUCH as the said 
Karl Marshal did by Warrant under his Hand and Seal bearing 
date the fourth day of May last authorise and direct Us to grant 
and assign such Armorial Ensigns Accordingly KNOW YE 
THKKKFOKE that We the said Garter, Clarenceux, and Norroy, in 
pursuance of His Grace's Warrant and by virtue of the Letters 
Patent of Our several Offices to each of Us respectively granted 
do by these Presents grant and assign unto The Mayor Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the Incorporated Borough of Birkenhead the 
Arms following that is to say Quarterly Or and Argent on a Cross 
Gules between a Lion passant of the last in the first quarter, an 
Oak Tree issitant from a Mount proper in the second, an Estoile 
Azure in the third, and two Lions passant of the third in the 
fourth, a Crosier in pale of the first and two Crescents in fesse of 
the second And for the Crest On a Wreath of the Colours Upon 
a Rock proper in front of a Crosier erect Or, a Lion Azure resting 
the dexter paw on an Anchor also Or, as the same are in the 
margin hereof more plainly depicted to be borne and used for 
ever hereafter by the said Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
Incorporated Borough of Birkenhead and their Successors on 
Seals Shields Banners or otherwise according to the Laws of 
Arms IN WITNESS whereof We the said Garter Clarenceux and 
Norroy Kings of Arms have to these Presents subscribed Our 
names and affixed the Seals of our several Offices this twenty- 
eighth day of August in the Forty-first year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lady Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen Defender of the 
Faith &c. and in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight 
hundred anil seventy-eight.

Albert W. Woods, Garter. Walter Aston Blount, Norroy.
Robert l.aiiric, Clarenceux.


