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margin on the inner side of the narrow part, which 
would be below the instep, leading to the supposi 
tion that it had been used as a sandal. The soles 
are mostly of the extremely narrow-toed type. The 
uncurried leather of which these shoes were made 
appears to have been of excellent quality, oak 
tanned, and used in the brown state in which it 
left the tan-pit. The shoes were all sewn, but as 
nothing remains of the material with which they 
were put together, it may be concluded it was a 
vegetable fibre, most probably flax.

CHARLES POTTER.

ON AN IMPRESSED PLAQUE BEARING 

A PORTRAIT OF KING CHARLES I.

THE object which I exhibited at a meeting of 
the Historic Society on the 22nd March, 1888, 

and again on the occasion of Mr. Leslie's paper, 
on the 2ist February, 1889, was obtained by me, 
in exchange, from the late Dr. Kendrick of VVar- 
rington, who valued it very highly, and on many 
occasions remarked to me that he believed it was 
the lid of a snuff-box which had been presented to 
James, seventh Earl of Derby, by King Charles I. 

The following notice of this plaque appears in 
the Journal of the British Archceological Association, 
vol. xxiii (1867), p. go: 

" Dr. Kendrick submitted an impressed oval plaque of horn, 
four inches by three, bearing a profile bust, to the right, of King 
Charles I., closely resembling in every respect the one on 
the tortoise-shell plaque in the possession of Lord Boston 
described in this Journal (xxi, 354); but instead of the field
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being smooth, it is pounced or frosted all over, so that the 
subject appears bright on a dull back-ground. A peculiar interest 
attaches to this example, from the fact that beneath the bust, 
within a circle, is the Stanley badge, " the eagle and child ", 
denoting that the box to which the plaque formed the lid 
belonged to a member of that illustrious house ; and it is no 
stretch of probability to regard James, seventh Earl of Derby, as 
its original owner ; who, it will be remembered, was beheaded at 
Bolton, Oct. 15, 1651, in direct, violation of a promise of pardon. 
Dr. Kendrick purchased this royalist relic of a cottager in the 
outskirts of Warrington."

The description of Lord Boston's plaque, in the 
Journal of the British Archaeological Association, 
vol. xxi, p. 354, is in the following words : 

" Lord Boston exhibited an oval plaque of tortoise-shell from 
the lid of a box, three inches high by two inches and a quarter 
wide, carved with a cameo bust of Charles I., in profile, to the 
right, identical in every respect, but size, with that upon 
Roettier's mortuary medal of the King, of which Mr. H. Syer 
Cuming laid an example before the meeting. Mr. Cuming said 
that he had long contended that the portrait on this medal was 
copied from the famous Bernini bust, and this idea is strength 
ened, if not confirmed, by the plaque now produced, which 
bears on it the letters O.B., the initials of the words opus Bernini* 
and that it was wrought for Charles II. during his father's life is 
also evidenced by the label with which the sculptor has ensigned 
these letters. This plaque was purchased at Antwerp, and was 
probably carried into the Netherlands by Charles II during his 
exile.

"It is worthy of record that James II. possessed a tortoise- 
shell box of the precise size of the above plaque, on the lid of 
which is sculptured a three-quarter bust of Charles I. closely 
resembling that which appears on his great medal of 1636, with 
' Justitia et pax' on the rev. This box was given to James by 
his father, and on the day of his death (Sept. i6th, 1701) at 
St. Germains, was found in one of his pockets by an attendant 
named Clarke, and still remains in the possession of his descen 
dants. Were these two boxes ordered by King Charles I. as 
presents for his sons when he sent Cavalier Bernini the splendid 
ring in token of his approval of the marble bust ? "

* "The preference by the Italian artists for the word opus, instead of fecit, 
manifested itself as early as the fifteenth century, as is apparent by the cast 
and chased medallions of Boldu, Petricini, Pisanello, Sperandio, and others."
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Mr. R. D. Radcliffe has called my attention to 
the mention of a somewhat similar box. In the 
will of Dame Anne Fermor, of Easton Neston, 
co. Northampton, there is a bequest " To my 
" cousin John Cokayne of Rushton my Tortois 
" shell Tobacco Box with the King's picture cut 
" upon the cover." Lady Fermor was the widow 
of Sir Hatton Fermor, and the daughter of Sir 
John Cokayne, Knt., Lord Mayor of London. 
She was baptized at St. Peter le Poor, London, 
I3th May, 1604 ; married at the same church, 
nth February, 1620-21 ; and buried at Easton 
Neston, 25th May, 1668.

Several snuff-boxes, with portraits of Charles I. 
upon their lids, were on view at the Stuart 
Exhibition in London, and are mentioned in the 
printed catalogue.

I understood, from Dr. Kendrick, that the plaque 
now exhibited was purchased by him at Sankey 
Bridges many years ago. When it came into my 
possession, in 1880, there adhered, to the back of 
it only, a substance which might have been snuff, 
but unfortunately this was scraped off by the 
picture framer who placed it in its present frame.

An examination of the Stanley badge, below the 
bust, shows, I think, that it did not form part of 
the original die from which, it appears to me, the 
plaque was struck. The bust and frosting are 
finely executed, but the badge is of rude workman 
ship, and it will be noticed that the frosting round 
it has been injured, as if the circle containing the 
badge had been inserted and the surrounding parts 
roughly re-frosted. Was the King in the habit of 
making gifts of snuff-boxes with the same bust 
upon them, but with badges varying according to 
the recipients ? This seems to be a probable 
solution of the difference between the workmanship 
of the badge and the rest of the plaque.
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Although this object has been exhibited else 
where, it possesses so much local interest, that 
I think it is worthy of the notice of the Historic 
Society.

J. PAUL RYLANDS.

THE MOLINEUX CHALICE.

AMONG the " Forfeited Estates" papers in the 
Public Record Office, is an account of the 

Chalices, Patens, and other Altar Plate that Richard 
Hitchmough, of Garston, co. Lane., clerk, formerly 
a Secular Priest of the Roman Communion, used 
with his own hands when officiating at the Altar in 
the houses hereinafter mentioned, situate in the 
counties of Lancaster and Stafford, viz. : at Crox- 
teth, in the hundred of Derby, co. Lane., the seat of 
the Right Hon. William Lord Viscount Molineux :

One large silver chalice, double gilt within with 
gold ; one large paten of pure gold :

Two silver crucibles, alias cruets, for wine and 
water; one silver plate, upon which the said crucibles 
used to stand ; six tall silver candlesticks ; and a 
large silver crucifix ; the whole solid silver, and 
which the Lady Molineux, first wife to his present 
lordship, told this deponent cost his lordship £500 
in London. All the above plate this deponent says 
he saw often in the year 1709, at which time he 
officiated there as chaplain to his lordship.

Where this fine altar plate may be now I do not 
know. From Croxteth it was probably removed 
soon after 1769, in which year Charles William, 
gth Viscount Molineux, afterwards first Earl of 
Sefton, conformed to the Established Church.


