
NOTES ON SOME RECENT 

EXCAVATIONS AT P.URSCOUGH PRIORY.

Bv James Ilromlcy.

Ki-ncl 71)1 March, 1889,

W HEN the British Archaeological Association 
visited Burscough Priory, under my guidance, 

in the autumn of 1886, I pointed out to the 
members that the piscina, which they saw buried 
up to half its height, indicated that the floor of 
the church lay three or four feet below the 
ground on which we stood. With the aid of 
a pocket-compass I was able to give the cardinal 
points, and having read an extract from the will 
of the first Earl of Derby, in which the organ of 
locality is prominent, I showed that the two 
existing pillars were not, as most county historians 
had assumed, those of the chancel arch, but had 
carried the arch between the crossing and the 
north transept.

In anticipation of the visit of the Association, 
Lord Derby had most generously given permission 
to open the site of the Church, and undertaken to 
defray the cost of exploring it, with the view of 
settling a doubt respecting the removal of the 
Stanlev dead and effigies ; and obtaining a plan of 
the buildin«; fonnerlv existing.



s

t



The Founder. 129

This Priory, after the mitred houses of Furness 
and Whalley, was one of the most considerable 
religious houses in Lancashire ; but after inspec 
ting a very great number of monastic records, 
I only once found the signature of the Prior of 
Burscough, namely, on 24th June, 1422, when 
Nicholas Spynk, Prior of the sister Augustinian 
house at Warrington, granted to Sir John Bolde 
of Bolde, Knight, a Chantry within the Priory 
church there ; and it is very seldom that the names 
of any of the Lancashire church dignitaries are 
found in the deeds of Burscough Priory. I sur 
mise that that singularity arose from punctilious 
exclusiveness amongst the orders, as the signatures 
of most of the other monastic dignitaries of Lan 
cashire are found in the deeds executed at Furness 
and Whalley.

Before commencing a description of the exca 
vation and of the plan of the building, it is perhaps 
desirable that I should give some account of the 
"pious founder," and show the connection between 
him and the family of the present noble owner of 
the site of Burscough Priory. This Robert Fitz 
Henry is the first name in the history of the 
Lathoms that we know, but his origin seems 
inscrutable ; even so able an antiquary as the late 
Canon Raines giving several contradictory accounts 
of it. It is generally said that he was the son of 
Orm Fitz Aylward or Siward, but it is surely 
absurd to style Fitz Henry the son of Orm; others, 
again, maintain that he was the son-in-law of Orm 
Fitz Aylward, and brother-in-law of Fitz Orm de 
Eston, who held a knight's fee in Flixton and 
Urmston the knight's fee in Parbold and the 
parts about Ormskirk passing with Orm's daughter 
to Robert Fitz Henry and this seems, perhaps, 
the more probable of the two theories ; though 
neither is conclusive.
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Robert Fitz Henry de Lathom, founder of the 
Priory (died 1174), had a son, Richard Fitz Robert 
de Lathom, who died about 1221. His son, Sir 
Robert cle Lathom, Sheriff of Lancashire 1248-53, 
married Amicia daughter of Robert de Alfreton, 
by whom he had a son, Sir Robert de Lathom, 
Knight, who took to wife Katharine daughter 
and heiress of Thomas de Knowslev, and died 
in or about the year 1325, his Inq. P. M. being 
taken 18 Edward II. His son, Thomas cle 
Lathom, married Eleanor daughter of Sir John 
de Ferrars, and died, according to the Inq. P. M., 
I5th September, 1366, leaving a son, Sir Thomas 
de Lathom, Knight, who married, firstly, Isabella 
daughter of Roger de Pilkington, and secondly, 
Johanna daughter of Hugh Venables of Kinderton, 
whose misconduct with her paramour, Roger de 
Fazakerley, is recited in her husband's Inq. P. M. 
He died at Knowslev after long illness, and was 
buried hastily and without ceremony at Burscough. 
His Inq. P.'M. is dated 6th March, 1382. His 
daughter Isabella inherited the estates on the death 
of her brother Thomas de Lathom, son of the 
above Thomas, who only enjoyed them eighteen 
months, and died on 3rd November, 1383 (his 
Inq. P. M. is dated i5th March, 1384) ; which 
Isabella married Sir John Stanley, K.G., Steward 
of the Household to King Henry IV., and after 
wards (1407) Lord of Man. Their son, Sir John 
Stanley, married Elizabeth sister of Sir William 
Harrington, and was succeeded by Sir Thomas 
Stanley, who married Joan Goushill, by whom 
he had a son Sir Thomas Stanley, created Earl 
of Derby in 1485, who married, firstly, Eleanor 
Neville daughter of Richard Earl of Salisbury, 
and secondly, Margaret widow of Edmund Earl of 
Richmond, and died in 1504 ; and from the union 
of Henry, eighth child of Sir James Stanley of



J
Will of the First Earl of Derby. 131

Crosshall (grandson of the first Earl), with Mar 
garet daughter of Peter Stanley of Biekerstaffe, 
through the failure of the main line by the death 
of the tenth Earl, the present noble Earl inherits 
the estates.

Having traced the connection of the founder's 
family and that of the present owner with the 
Priory and its site, let us see what documentary 
evidence exists of the plan of the monastic buildings 
and their ornamentation.

We know that the Prior}' church had several 
altars, because the records of their endowments 
are in existence ; that it had a chapter-house, 
because deeds executed therein are extant. That 
it had a hospital for lepers we know, because 
Earl Henry de Lacy, Constable of Cheshire, stipu 
lated with the Prior and Canons for the perpetual 
right of admittance of one of his tenants of the 
fee of Widnes into it. And we have a rough idea 
of the exterior appearance of the south elevation 
of the buildings from the conventual seal ; for 
though such seals are generally unreliable, the 
excavations have disclosed the fact that this parti 
cular one must give a fairly good, though rude, 
representation of the Priory. Then, on the 
Ordnance map and by tradition, we have the locality 
of the " beggar's yard" fixed, which indicates the 
contiguity of the almonry.

The following extract from the Will of the first 
Earl of Derby, dated aSth July, 1504, is also so 
interesting, from its bearing on the church, that 
I must quote it in full : 

" He bequeathed his body to be buried in the midst or the 
chapel on the north aisle of the Priory Church of Burscough, 
near Lathom, in the county of Lancaster, of his ancestor's 
foundation, where the bodies of his father and mother and other 
of his ancestors lay buried : having moulded a tomb to be there 
placed, with the personages of himself and both his wives, for a 
perpetual remembrance to be prayed for ; and likewise appointing
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that the personages he had caused to be made for his father and 
mother, his grandfather and great-grandfather should be set upon 
the arches of the chancel within that Priory, in the places 
provided for the same. And though he had formerly given to 
the Prior and Convent of that house large gifts in money, jewels, 
and ornaments, and likewise made great reparations there, he 
further bequeath'd unto them ^20 [about ,£200 present value], 
to the intent that they should be obliged by their deed under 
the Convent seal to cause one of the Canons of that house 
duly to say mass in the before-mentioned chapel for his soul ; 
also for the soul of his lady (then living) after her decease ; 
likewise for the soul of Alianore his former wife, and for the 
souls of his father, mother, ancestors, children, brethren and 
sisters ; also for the soul of William late Marquis Berkley, and 
for the souls of all them who died in his or his father's service, 
or that should die in his service. And at every mass before the 
lavatory audibly to say for the said souls appointed, by name, 
and all other in general De profundis clamavi, and such other 
orisons and collects as are used to be said therewith."

(Dugdale's Baronage, vol. ii, p. 349.)

The remains of these numerous effigies are 
probably now lying in fragments, buried within 
the Priory ruins, though they have not been found 
in excavating.

The Priory seal, affixed to the deed of surrender, 
shews a saddle-backed central tower to the church ; 
and in the tower of Ormskirk Church, which is 
said to have been built for the reception of the 
bells from this Prior}', at its dissolution, is one bell 
bearing this inscription and date 

I. S. -::- de Burscough >:, armig' -::- et  ::  E. -;:  vx -::- me fecerunt 
in honorem Trinitatis -::- R. B 1497.

The bell is also decorated with the following 
badges : The Roses of York and Lancaster, the 
Portcullis, the Fleur-de-Lis, the Red Dragon of 
Wales.

Mr. Dunkin, who has written in the Antiquary 
an able essay on Bells, proves, I think, conclusively 
that this was a gift of a James Scarisbrick of 
Burscough and Elizabeth his wife, whom he found
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living in 1494 and the husband dying before 1501; 
whilst he surmises that R.B. stands for the initials 
of the Prior ; and this, I think, is likely, as in 1461 
Robert the Prior granted the small tithes of 
Huyton and the altarage there for the augmenta 
tion of the Vicarage, to Ralph Langleye, then 
Vicar thereof.

The date of refounding this bell (1576) is cast 
upon its waist; and in the freize of a double-headed 
band, cast round the shoulder of the bell, are the 
older date (1497), the inscription, heraldic devices, 
and the running ornamentation that completes the 
circuit of the bell. But there is a peculiarity about 
these that Mr. Dunkin has not noted, though it 
goes far to substantiate the theory that they belong 
to the original bell. None of these are cast on the 
bell itself, but upon thin strips of brass ; each 
letter and badge, and the ornamentation in short 
lengths, being soldered separately to the bell ; and 
during the excavation at Burscough Priory we 
found some thin metal strips of very similar pattern, 
of which I give an illustration.

I have not been able to find the name of the 
Prior of 1497, who will very probably turn out to 
be the R.B. (Robert Barton) of the' bell, but on 
the interior of the tower walls of Ormskirk Church, 
where they have not been retooled, are a few 
mason-marks, identical with those found at Burs- 
cough Priory; and consideration of these facts 
tends to corroborate the tradition that the bell at 
Ormskirk was formerly at Burscough Priory, and 
that the Ormskirk Church tower was not only built 
to receive the bells of the Priory, but was built 
with its un-re-dressed stones, which approximately 
fixes the date of the erection of Ormskirk Church 
tower.

In one of the recent Reports of the Historical 
Manuscript Commission, there is printed a petition of
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the third Kurl of Derby to the Privy Council, \vhich 
proves, amongst other things, that the Prior's hall 
and chapter-house were richly decorated, and that 
the church was not destroyed till some time after the 
destruction of the monastery ; for it recites that 
the Earl desires to purchase the Priory church, but 
is deterred by the high valuation the commissioners 
have placed on the \vindow glass, flooring tiles, and 
lead. In his will, dated 2-\.th August, 1572, however, 
he speaks of the whole as utterly demolished.

From the Priory records we also find that the 
Prior and Canons had a grange at Huyton. and 
chambers and a stable on their property at Ellel, 
for use on their numerous visits to Lancaster.

Roby, in his Traditions of Lancashire, under 
" The Prior of Burscough," gives no authorities 
for his description of the building, and may have 
drawn upon his imagination; but as the discoveries 
in the course of the excavation have generally 
confirmed what he says, I quote it in full : 

"The Priory was dedicated to St. Nicholas, and a rude effigy 
of the Saint was carved over the south porch of the chapel, with 
two or three naked children at his feet. [He was the patron saint 
of children and sailors.] The building was not large, but the 
architecture was chaste and beautiful, a noble specimen of early 
Gothic, then superseding the ponderous forms and proportions of 
the Norman or rather Saxon era. The arches were sharply pointed. 
The windows, narrow and lancet-shaped, were deeply recessed 
[the only window /// situ is of thirteenth century work. 15 feet 
9 inches wide, in the east wall of the Stanley Chantry]; the slender 
shafts of the columns were carried in clusters to a vast height, 
surmounted by pinnacles of rich and elegant tracery ; these gave 
a light and airy character to the whole." He also speaks of the 
'' I.ocutories, the Prior's chamber and lodgings, the refectory  
which was wainscoted, and furnished with an ample dresser, 
cupboards, iuul windows opening into the kitchen, through which 
their meal was served. The refectory had also a low pulpit and 
a raised seat for the Prior.

He also speaks of the cloisters "communicating by a passage with 
the Prior's lodgings, a sort of castellated mansion, with a spacious 
hall and a smaller dining chamber adjoining, with a private chapel
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or oratory at the end and the Prior's dormitory over, reached by 
a stone staircase." He proceeds ; ' Near the mill, on a point of 
land formed by an abrupt bend of the stream, stood the store 
house or grange, an ample structure, over which was a small 
chamber for the poorer sort of travellers, and tinder it a place of 
confinement for refractory vassals.' 1

He speaks also of a " subterranean communi 
cation," in which he lays the scene of his most 
dramatic incidents, and " a winding and broken 
stair" leading to it both of which I shall have 
occasion to notice hereafter. This description 
conveys a very fair idea of what, from the exca 
vations, I should imagine the Priory to have been, 
except in small details, and the position it gives to 
the Prior's house, which is entirely wrong.

The plan of these monasteries was not uniformly 
the same : that of Burscough had its peculiarities, 
and it will perhaps assist us better to understand 
it if I shortly describe the plan more generally used. 
A site was usually chosen on gently-rising ground, 
near a swift-running stream, for watgr was wanted 
for sanitary purposes and to turn file mill-wheel. 
The buildings were clustered round the cloister, 
which formed a central quadrangle, having the 
church on its north side, the refectory (or fratry) 
and kitchen on the south, the chapter-house and 
monks' locutory, with dormitories over and slype 
under, on the east; and the guest hall and locutory, 
with dormitory over and cellarer's apartments 
underneath it, on the west.

The cloister was an open greensward court, 
having sometimes a cross and sometimes a conduit 
in the centre, with covered alleys round it. The 
north alley was used as the study and workroom, 
having bookcases along its north side, and in each 
recess of its windows a desk or carrel, usually 
partitioned off for the use of scribes. This side 
was the most pleasant, as it had the benefit of the 
middav sun, and was sheltered from the north
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winds; and it had a lavatory cell or two, for washing 
hands, previous to dinner. The western alley led 
into the treasury and muniment room, and usually 
had a bench along one side, for the children during 
their hours of tuition by the novices, and here 
their school-books were often chained. The eastern 
alley was kept clear for perambulation, and the 
processions from the chapter-house to the church. 
The southern alley, which opened into the refectory, 
usually had a bench seat along the south wall, for 
the choir boys and porters to sit on.

The form of a Canon Regular's church was 
always cruciform, and often without aisles (though 
not so here), and contained a high altar and some 
side or chapel altars. (Mr. St. John Hope, Secre 
tary of the Society of Antiquaries, told me that 
the Augustinian Priory Church of Repton, where he 
had lately been excavating, and which was about 
the same size as Burscough, contained four side 
altars.) The high altar had the tabernacle placed 
on it, under silk curtains, and a crucifix over it; 
sedilia, with an ambry (or cupboard) for the service 
of the altar, and, sometimes, an organ and a piscina 
beside it. Along the side walls of the chancel were 
the stalls, while the rood screen sometimes of 
stone, but often of wood with a large crucifix 
between figures of the Blessed Virgin and St. John, 
stretched across the chancel arch. The chapels 
were similarly furnished with altars and piscinas. 
There was always a Lady chapel, and a porch at 
the west entrance, and sometimes a crypt under 
part of the church.

Between the buildings on the east side of the 
cloister were often several small apartments and 
penitential cells, and a passage, called the slype, 
leading to the monks' cemetery or centry garth ; 
and at the end of the monks' dormitory was the 
necessarium   a large well-ventilated apartment,
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flushed by the waste water. At the west end of 
the refectorium or fratry, which contained a pulpit 
for the reader at meals, was the buttery or kitchen, 
frequently communicating' by a hatch with the 
fratry, though occasionally a detached building, 
with a passage leading into it from the fratry. 
The western block of buildings, often three stories 
high, was exclusive!}' for the use of guests, who 
were under the care of the cellarer, who had his 
stores below the guest hall and the guests' dormi 
tory above it. Many of the guests were traffickers 
or tenants, and in the monks' locutory attached to 
the guest hall most of the worldly business of the 
monastery was transacted. The Prior's house, 
with its private chapel and guest hall, frequently 
adjoined the chapter-house ; and I only remember 
another instance  viz., Easby Abbey where, as 
at Burscough, it stood on the west side of the 
church, separated entirely from the monastic 
buildings proper. The kitchen offices, bakehouse, 
brewhouse, &c., naturally were by the water side, 
and formed an outer court, with the gatehouse, 
or porter's lodge, and almonry at the entrance ; but 
at Burscough I think it is clear that the almonry 
was either immediately behind the chancel, or 
between the north transept and the Prior's house. 
There was often an enclosure at the west end, of 
considerable size, with its gatehouse and small 
chapel, and frequently on the borders of the 
community's domain the tithe-barn and hind's 
house.

The infirmary was a detached and most interest 
ing building, as it was a miniature monastery itself, 
with a small chapel, fratry, and the other offices as 
in the larger pile, in addition to its own peculiar 
deadhouse, and at the east end of the chapel was 
the centry garth or monks' cemetery.
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I now proceed to describe the buildings at
Burscough, and the excavations, from which
the accompanying plan has been made. The
extreme internal dimensions of the church are
I75ft. loin, by 83ft. yin. across the transepts.
The nave is looft. by 24ft. gin. ; the north and
only aisle 84ft. by I2it.; the mortuary chapel of
the north transept i6ft. Gin. by 23ft. 6in. on an
average ; the north transept, or Stanley Chantry,
26ft. Gin. by 25ft. Gin. ; the chancel 42ft. by 24ft.,
with the altar step loft. loin, from the back wall.
The crossing is 22ft. square ; the south transept,
probably the Scarisbrick Chantry, 24ft. 2in. by
23ft. 3in., with its mortuary chapel 2oft. 3in. by
lift. 3in. The walls of the church vary in thickness
from 7ft. 3in. at the west end to 2 ft. gin. in the
exterior wall of aisle, but the general thickness is
about 4^ ft. The crossing arcade was 5ft. Sin. thick,
and that between the nave and north aisle 3ft. gin.
thick. The extreme dimensions of the cloister
were Gyft. 6in. square ; the monks' locutory off it
3ift. 3111. by 22ft. The rest of the Priory buildings
have not been explored, except that by probing the
ground I found the walls of the fratry perfectly
level and in good preservation, and that its probable
dimensions are 54ft. by 2ift. It is very likely that
the sacristry will be found either abutting on the
south wall of the chancel, or it may be the small
room half traced out at the east end of the church,
which would be about i8it. by lift. ; the low level
passage at the side being I5tt. by 3ft. Gin. At the
north end of the north transept is what I presume,
from its contiguity to the Beggar's Yard, to be an
almonry, 27ft. Gin. by iGit. 3in., with every indi
cation that the Prior's lodgings stretched a good
way into the adjoining field. The ground of the
nave has not been excavated, as being unlikely to
contain anything of interest, though it may possibly
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cover some tombs and stone coffins. Judging from 
the rise of the arches, from the floor of the nave to 
their apex would be about 24}!. Gin. ; but as there 
was probably a clerestory, it is impossible to give 
accurately the height of the nave. It is clear, 
however, from the numerous battlements found, 
that it must have had a battlemented parapet, as 
had, probably, the transepts and other portions of 
the church. There are no indications of a porch 
at the west end, so probably a wooden screen 
would stretch across the church, in a line with the 
last pier of the aisle arcade.

The West Entrance Door has two buttresses of 
peculiar construction, being at an obtuse angle with 
the wall. The more northerly one is of larger dimen 
sions than its fellow viz., 5£ft. wide and probably 
carried the effigy of St. Nicholas to which Roby 
refers ; the groined and cusped canopy of which, 
sadly mutilated, was found in the debris. Outside 
the west wall, and running at nearly the same 
angle from it as the south buttress, are the founda 
tions of the boundary wall of the guests' garden, 
taking the line of the old road to the tithe-barn, 
and so to the Ormskirk road. The Tithe-Barn was 
a building with a finely-timbered roof, pulled down 
many years ago, and probably belonged to the 
original priory buildings.

The North Aisle is (as is often the case in such 
buildings) clearly an addition, for the foundations of 
the north wall of the nave still remain almost intact. 
The worked base at the west end of the aisle and 
the obtuse angle of the inner buttress of the west 
door indicate that it shored an outside corner, and 
this shows that the pillars were either of alternate 
design or were varied as they fronted the Stanley 
Mortuary. Adjoining the great west door is the step 
of the entrance door for the Prior's private guests

L 2
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and servants, abutting on a brick wall which ran 
oft' at the west end of aisle and bounded the Prior's 
garth. The buttresses of the aisle walls traced 
were probably carried over the aisle roof to shore 
the nave walls, and over the roof of the cloister ; 
those on the other side of the nave probably flew 
with a like object.

The Stanley Mortuary Chapel is of peculiar 
construction ; but the remains are so fragmentary 
that it is impossible to define its form with any 
exactness ; and though the thoroughness of the 
desolation seems to indicate the truth of the 
statement that some of the Stanley coffins were 
removed to Ormskirk, the registers at Ormskirk 
contain no notice of any such removal. The 
ground, however, is still full of dead in wooden 
coffins, and the later coffins may have been built 
up (as many in Ormskirk Church were) in a sort 
of sarcophagus above the ground, and subsequently 
removed ; which the solid foundation found at the 
north-west corner of the Stanley Mortuary, and the 
ground below the floor, showing little evidence of 
disturbance, seem to indicate.

The wall between the mortuary chapel and the 
chantry is pierced by a low semi-circular arch, 
under which lay the rubble foundation of what was 
probably a monument. The jamb of the pillar of 
the nave arcade is still notched for the wooden 
screen, as are also the north and west piers of the 
crossing arches ; and close by what I presume to 
be the step of the Prior's door, in the angle of 
the chapel wall, is the base of an oak post, Sin. 
square, the use of which I cannot conjecture. A 
screen on the west side would certainly divide this 
chapel from the north aisle, but of this there is 
now no indication. The height from the floor level 
to the top of the arcade pillars is i4ft. gin.

II
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The North Transept, or Stanley Chantry, was 
lighted by a five-light trefoliated window, 15ft. gin. 
wide, of thirteenth century work most of the iron 
stanchions of which were found placed in the wall 
looking into the Beggars' Yard ; and immediately 
below this was found the boundary line of the foot 
pace of the altar, clearly defined by the cut tiling of 
the lower or chapel floor, round the graves of what, 
I have little doubt, are those of Robert Fitz Henry 
cle Lathom, the pious Founder, and his son, which, 
with their beautifully incised foliated crosses and 
sadly broken stone faces, lie immediately in front 
of this altar. Alongside these is a very curious 
stone-lined grave, without a cover, about iaft. gin. 
by 2ft. wide inside, containing two skeletons, head 
to foot, at full length. These graves are situated 
six inches below the level of the latest floor, and 
are surrounded by the original black and red tile 
floor cut for the altar step, whilst the flooring of 
the raised floor is of yellow, sage green, and black 
glazed tiles, which, if not of foreign make, are some 
of the earliest glazed tiles made in this country. 
Some circular bricks found lying about this latter 
grave seem to indicate that it was covered by a flat 
arch. On the south side of the window is the 
piscina, with its trefoliated and cusped arch ; and 
high above it, in the corner, a large stone corbel, 
showing that the chapel was covered by a wood and 
lead roof, and not groined in stone. The great arch 
of the tower, between the north transept and the 
crossing, is notched for a wooden screen. The step 
of the Prior's door was found in the angle of the 
west wall, so this dignitary could enter and return 
from the church within the screens. This descrip 
tion exactly accords with that given in the will of 
the first Earl of Derby, and leaves no doubt that 
the one was the family chantry and the other the
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mortuary chapel of the Lathom and Stanley 
families.

In the Chancel we found two rough rubble- 
lined graves, and in tracing the face of the high 
altar foundations, and right opposite its centre, we 
came upon, what I have little doubt is, the grave of 
the first Prior who died after the erection of the 
church ; for though we only opened the head of the 
grave accidentally, we found the latten chalice I ex 
hibit (pronounced by Mr. Loftus Brock to be a good 
specimen of early English work), and close to it a 
small portion of a beautifully iridescent glass vessel, 
both presumably buried, as usual, with the Prior.

In the south-east corner of the chancel, at the 
side of the high altar, we found a deeply-recessed 
and moulded doorhead, 2ft. Sin. wide, leading into 
the rough foundations of a passage or staircase 
2ft. 4-in. wide, gradually declining from the level of 
the chancel floor, till, when about gft. below it and 
I5ft. from the entrance, it abruptly turned off right 
and left, and was traced no further. It is curious 
that there is a tradition respecting such a passage 
still current in the district, which is given by Roby 
and referred to in Harrison Ainsworth's Lancashire 
Witches; the first and last asserting that it com 
municated with Lathom House. Roby says that it 
communicated with the Grange, and though I think 
the distance of Lathom House, nearly two miles, 
makes that taie improbable, there may be some 
basis of truth in Robv's story, as the Hon. Mrs. 
Wilbraham, who lives at Blythe Hall, which, very 
probably, was one of the granges of the Priory, a 
field's length away, has assured me that in the 
cellar of her house there is the entrance to an 
ancient passage, leading whither no one knows. 
Still, the Eller Brook lies between the Priory and 
the Hall, which is against there being an under 
ground passage between the two.
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The Crossing : The existing jambs of the arch 
indicate what would be expected, namely, that this 
was stone groined ; and round the base of these 
jambs, below the ground level, a profusion of curious 
masons' marks on the stone work were found, and 
in the angles of the pillar bases patches of the 
raised tile floor were found in situ ; whilst the jambs 
of the west and north arches are notched for the 
wooden screens, which, when standing with those 
round the Stanley Mortuary, would effectually 
separate the east end of the church from the lav 
worshippers. Stretching away southwards from 
the north-eastern base in a straight line, we found 
a heterogeneous mass of solid rubble, which might 
be the foundation ol a stone rood screen or only 
fallen debris.

The South Transept : The walls all round are 
nearly perfect, with their plinth and sub-plinth, for 
about two feet in height above the floor level. Of 
the piers of the south arch of the crossing nothing 
is left except the rubble foundations, but in the east 
wall of the transept is the base only of a deeply- 
recessed piscina. Against the south wall is the 
columnar base of a presumed sepulchral monument, 
and piercing the west wall are the moulded jambs, 
with ornamental stops, of a presumed arch, leading 
into the small mortuary chapel adjoining. At 
opposite angles of both transepts the buttresses are 
thickened, to allow for cir :ular stone stairs to the 
roof. This south transept is full of dead, and 
opposite the site of the altar we found a stone coffin ; 
whilst partly blocking the entrance of the mortuary 
chapel was the rubble foundation of a monument. 
The original floor levels of the crossing and both 
transepts have been raised about fifteen inches, 
which is clear from the finished stone faces of 
walls, jambs, and monuments, and the floor-tiling 
found in situ on both levels. This would be done by
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bringing the steps forward from the eastern to the 
western arch of the crossing, and raising the level of 
crossing and transept floors to that of the chancel, 
when these chapels were screened off some time 
subsequent to their erection, probably, from his 
Will, in the lifetime of the first Earl of Derby. The 
mortuary chapel of the south transept is full of 
dead, and as the walls are perfectly plain, needs no 
remark. This chapel was probably that of the 
Scarisbrick family, who were liberal donors to the 
Priory, furnished some members to its community, 
and were frequent witnesses to its legal transactions. 
Neither the Cross Hall nor Bickerstaffe branches 
of the Stanley family had taken root before the 
destruction of the monastery, and though the first 
had been founded shortly before, it is probable, if 
any died, they were buried in the ancestral chapel 
of the main line. The foundations of these tran 
septs seem to have been very insecure, for the wall 
of the north transept is built on a boulder pavement 
foundation, and the west wall of the south transept 
has been so shaken by settlements that it has had 
to be subsequently buttressed, probably through 
having sand seams in its clay foundation.

The Monks' and Guests' Locutory and Guest 
Hall: The excavations here being so far only frag 
mentary, little need be said about them. The north 
west angle of the monks' locutory had an obtuse 
anguled buttress, near which was found a defaced 
canopied finial, groined and cusped, probably be 
longing to it, or the shrine of some saint. The 
cloister surrounded a green court, 45ft. square, in 
the centre of which is the base of a stone cross ; and 
an open stone gutter carried the roof-water to the 
brook. The cloisters were buttressed, everv other 
or every third buttress being probably a flying one, 
to support the wall of the nave. The wall of the 
north alley against the nave had recesses, with
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chamfered plinth running round, for the bookcases. 
The low roofs were covered with Upholland flags, 
which, with the broken stained glass, lay stratified 
in the surrounding ground.

We just exposed the corner of what there is 
little doubt is the Chapter-House, between which 
and the church there seems to have been the 
Slype, with the open stone gutter running down it, 
which we traced for about tsft.

The Almonry (presumed) : There is no finished 
stone work, but the foundations are perfect, and 
show that the north and east walls of the Stanley 
Chantry had to be buttressed for security. At the 
north-west corner we found the wall cut for a 
stone coffin.

In the course of the excavations, great care was 
taken to avoid going below the original floor level 
and unnecessarily disturbing the dead beneath, for 
the interior is one great cemetery.

Amongst the finds were two silver pennies (Ed 
ward I.), a Nuremberg token (much used in 
monasteries), several keys and broken tygs or 
beakers, some small mosaics, a latten chalice, a 
broken glass ' lavabo,' part of a metal crosier (?), 
window-light lead, broken stained glass, floor tiles, 
stone coffins, numerous graves, and one loose 
incised grave cover.

This completes the description of the building as 
far as it has been explored, though I trust that in 
the near future the excavations may be continued, 
and a complete plan of the monastic buildings 
obtained, in the course of which I would suggest 
that particular attention be paid to an exhaustive 
exploration of the Great Hall and Chapel of the 
Prior's House, the Infirmary, and the Chaptcr- 
House.

In conclusion I desire to express the thanks that 
all Lancashire antiquaries owe to Lord Derby for
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his kindness in allowing the excavations to be 
carried on, and his generosity in defraying the 
cost of a work which has furnished an important 
addition to our county history.

I wish also to express my obligations to my 
assistant, Mr. W. G. Lloyd, for the care with 
which he has, under my direction, drawn the 
illustrations which accompany this paper ; and to 
the foreman of works, Mr. James Tasker, for the 
intelligence with which he carried out my instruc 
tions during the excavation.

APPENDIX.

DESCRIPTION OF PLATES.

PLATE I. PLAN OK PRIORY CHURCH, &c.
A - - Pier, shown on plates ii and xi, and to large scale on plate iii.
BB - - Stone coffins.
C - - Two-length stone-lined grave, with black and red liles of original

floor on lower level at head, in situ. See plate ii. 
D - - Step in angle of Prior's (?) doorway, behind screens. 
E - - Low semi-circular arch, between Stanley Mortuary and Chantry.

See plates ii and xi.
K - - Mortuary of Scarisbrick (?) family. 
GGGG- Positions of screens, determined by existing notches. See plates ii,

x, and xi.
H - Rubble backing of pedestal of pontomb. 
J- - - Boulder pavement under foundations. 
K - - Doorway from sanctuary U) low-level passage. The golhic-inoulded

doorhead was found blocking the way. 
LL - - Piscinae in north and south transepts. North transept, see plates

ii, x, and xi.
M - - Carved stops of moulding to jamb of arch. 
N - - Gravestones on original lower floor, probably those ol Lathoms or

early Stanleys. See plates ii and vii.
O - - Buttress surmounted by canopied niche. See plate vi. 
P - - Jamb of cloister window in situ. 
Q - - Wall under deeply recessed great west window. 
RRR - Thickened buttresses ; hollowed for circular stairs to roof.

N.B. The alternating clustered piers (chamfered and columnar) of the 
nave arcade are shown on plates ii and xi, and in plan on plates iii and iv. 
The glazed tiles of raised floors found in situ at angles of crossing piers, as 
lettered, are shown on plate ix, and the levels of the original and raised 
floors on plate ii.
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PLATE II. SECTION.
This section is taken from the Beggars' Yard through the east window ami 

piscina of chantry, Stanley Chantry (north transept), the low semi-circular 
arch between this and the mortuary, Stanley Mortuary, to the north aisle ; 
and shows in elevation the remaining part of the chancel wall, the north arch 
of crossing, and part of the nave arcade. The dotted lines indicate the 
probahle positions of the roofs of the chancel, chantry, nave, aisle, and 
central tower ; the clerestory and part of arcade of nave, and the great 
central tower. See plates i, x, and xi.
A - - Position and level of two-length stone-lined grave. See plate i. 
B - - Position and level of incised gravestones. See plates i and vii. 
C - - Level of original floor of black and red tiles, with altar step of

chantry.
D - - Level of raised floor of ornamental tiles. See plate ix. 
E - - Level of ground before excavation, with last century grave in situ. 
F - - Piscina. See plates x and xi, 
G - - East window of chantry. See plates i and xi. 
H - - Low semi-circular arch. See plates i and xi. 
J - - - Roof corbels in situ. See plates iii and xi. 
K - - North arch of crossing. See plates i, iii, and xi. 
L - - Alternate coupled-column of nave arcade. See plates i and iv. 
M - - Half of alternate chamfered pier of nave arcade. See plates i, iii,

and xi. 
N - - Notches for chantry screen. See plates i and x. (The notches for

the other screens are in the central face of piers.)

PLATE III. STRUCTURAL DETAILS.
The north-west pier of crossing arch, shown on plan to large scale, is the 

pier carrying two arches of crossing, one arch of nave arcade, and the low 
semi-circular arch between the Stanley Mortuary and Chantry. Sec plates ii 
and xi.

Description of Mouldings. Where found.
6. MulHon ---------- North aisle.
7. Do. ---------- West end of nave.
8. Hood Moulding ------- North transept (Stanley Chantry).

to. Do. ....... Stanley Mortuary.
14. Do. (see plate x) - - - Under central tower, 
17. MulHon (see plate ii)- ..... North transept.
21. Hood Moulding ------- Stanley Mortuary.
22. Do. ....... North transept.
23. Do. ....... North aisle.
26. MulHon --.-- ---- Chancel.
28. Do. ...-.-..-. Stanley Mortuary.
30. Do. -..--.-.-- South transept. 
33. Hood Moulding ....... Stanley Mortuary.
39. MulHon ---------- Chancel, cast end.
38. Roof corbels in situ, Stanley Chantry (north transept). See plates ii and xi.

PLATE IV. STRUCTURAL DETAILS.
Description of Mouldings. Where found.

1. Base of arcade piers (shown on plate iv) North aisle.
2. Moulded base -------- North transept (Stanley Chantry).

11. Coping of battlement (see plate x) - Many places.
12. Do. do. do. - do.
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15. Moulded base --------- Nave, west end.
16. Do. ........ South transept.
31. Do. ........ Mi]] By-wash.
34. Do. ........ North transept.
36. Do. ..-.,-.. West porch.
33. Clustered columns of alternate piers of nave arcade, shown black in situ 

	plate i, and structurally plate ii.

PLATE V. STRUCTURAL DETAILS.
Description of Mouldings. Where found.

3. Columnar shaft ------- West doorway.
4. Central jamb of double doorway - - North transept, east end.
5. Moulded jamb ....... Do. (Stanley Chantry).
9. Do. ........ Stanley Mortuary.

13. Moulded and ornamented doorhead
(shewn reversed, by mistake) - - Nave, west end. 

18. Moulded doorhead ...... North transept.
20. Moulded jamb -.----.- Cloister.
24. Do. ........ Nave, west end.
25. Do. ........ Chancel.
27. Do. - ........ Nave, west end.
29. Do. ........ Mm By-wash.
32. Moulded capital ------- Do.
37. Moulded jamb ------- Nave, west end.
19. Moulded capital of arches of crossing and nave arcade in situ, with its 

chamfer slop. See plates ii and xi.

PLATE VI. WINDOW TRACERY AND STAINED GLASS, &c.

40-44. Various examples of stone tracery.
45. Crocketed stone tinial, found at west end of nave.
46. Crocketed and niched canopy elevation, plan, and section found at 

west end of nave, and probably belonged to buttress marked o, plate i.

Various examples of stained glass small fragments  were found in various 
parts of the church, but under the south wall of nave they lay in a long and 
thin strata amongst the debris. The ground colours are beautiful tints of 
green, blue, yellow, and ruby ; the ornamentation being principally composed 
of a pigment of dull red, except that of the garment of some figure, which is 
in varied tones of silver and scarlet.

The brass fillet has its Grecian ornamentation in low relief, and is oxidized 
and very thin. It is principally remarkable by its similarity in metal, strength, 
and pattern to the ornamentation rivetted to the tenor bell at Ormskirk 
Church ; and in connection with the inscription on that bell it corroborates 
the tradition that the bell originally hung at Burscough Priory.

PLATE VII. MONUMENTAL DETAILS.

The incised gravestones found on original low-level floor, directly in front 
of altar, Stanley Chantry, are probably those of Lathoms or early Stanleys. 
They are shown on plate ii, and at N (not i.) plate i.

Fragment of side of stone coffin, found in south transept.
Fragment of cover of stone coffin, found in crossing. It shows a Calvary 

of the three steps (Faith, Hope, and Charity) by which we ascend to Christ ; 
and it probably bore the Sacred Image, as the burning bush seems to indicate 
its presence.
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PLATE VIII.  MISCELLANEOUS FINDS.
1. Latten chalice, thirteenth century, discovered whole, but crumbled 

when exposed. Found when tracing wall of high altar, in head of grave 
(probably that of the first prior who died after the completion of the chancel), 
shown on plate i, immediately m central-front of altar.

2. Unglazed red-clay beaker, imperfect. (Hundreds of fragments o^ 
beakers, unglazed and glazed, from light to dark brown, were dug up. For 
an interesting note on a Lancashire manufactory for these drinking vessels see 
Hist. Sac. Trans., vol. xxx, pp. 167-9.)

3. Fragment of iron key. (Scores of fragmenls of iron keys of all sizes 
were found.)

4. Pipe-head of white clay. (Hundreds of broken pipes were found 
below the layers of roof-flags and stained glass formed at the destruction of 
the Priory, indicating their use before tobacco was known in England. It is 
probable that dried coltsfoot was smoked in these pipes. I have a collection 
of ancient pipes, found by Mr. James Dixon, in Ormskirk Churchyard and on 
the lands of Chapel House, Ormskirk   two miles Irom the Priory. For notes 
and illustrations of early pipes see Hist. Soc. Train., vol. iii, pp. 29-31 ; vol. 
xii, pp. 209-214; vol. xxx, p. 167 ; Architological Journal, vol. ii, p. 181.)

5. Estoile of lead, painted red. Probably cofiin ornament.

PLATE IX.-FLOOR TILES, &c.
Glazed floor tiles found in situ at angles of piers of crossing (plate i) 

on raised floor level (plate ii). (The rude representations of the Kagle and 
Child, and the Legs of Man, are extremely curious.) These floor tiles were 
laid at the end of the fifteenth century, at the expense of Thomas, first Earl 
of Derby of his race ; and are early specimens of English-made glazed tiles. 
The whole of these have inlaid cream-coloured ornamentation, on a red 
ground ; with the exception of the centre one at top of page, which pattern 
was found in different unicoloured glazes of yellow, sage-green, blue-black, 
and dark brown. Quite a cart-load of fragments of these tiles were discovered 
during the excavations.

AUMORIALS. Lathotn The escutcheon of the founder of the Priory. 
.Stanlfv The escutcheon of the present owner of the site, Edwaril Henry, 
15th Earl of Derby, a descendant of the founder. Bitrscough Priory This 
escutcheon is usually blazoned, "Indented per fesse Argent and Or ; in chief 
two crosiers between three annulets Or ; " but this is false heraldry, and the 
cautious Tanner, in Notitia Afoaastica, omits the tincture marks, and shows 
the charges only. As there can be little doubt that it was an adaptation from 
the escutcheon of the founder of the Priory, I have adopted the more proper 
colours of his coat of arms.

SEAL TO SURRENDER DEED OF PRIORY (copied from 1'etnsla Monu- 
menla). This seal is, I think, of much earlier origin than the era of the 
surrender of the Priory ; for the last word in the legend is evidently an 
arbitrary rendering of the place-name Burscough, and in the charters of the 
Priory, circa 1250, the name appears in slightly varying forms of " liorches- 
tude." The first portion of the prefix of this word is shown erased on the 
engraving, and the latter portion of it has, I think, been wrongly deciphered. 
The compound place-name is evidently derived from the trees of the township, 
some relics of its ancient woods still existing. Skeat's Etymological Dictionary 
gives " Beorc " as Anglo-Saxon for birch tree, " Studu " for post; both of 
which, I think, go to make up the place-name " Borchestude."

Engravings of so early an artistic period are rude and frequently unreliable, 
but the recent excavations indicate that this seal gives a tolerably correct view
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of the elevation of the monastic buildings as they would appear from 
Hobcross (now Blythe) Lane. The central block of buildings comprises the 
refectory and buttery or kitchen, with the arched gateway of the cloister 
between them ; and the monks' dormitory over, with its flag roof shown by 
the intersecting diagonal lines ; over that again is the leaded roof of the 
Priory Church, with a cross on the eastern gable, and a rude representation of 
its saddle-backed tower in the centre. The .second stair turret on the right of 
the picture is for the monks' dormitory, and the outer one adjoining for the 
guests' dormitories ; whilst the building shown on the extreme left of the 
picture is probably inlended to represent the chapter house.

PLATE X. PISCINA AND MASONS' MARKS, &c..
This angular view of the Stanley Chantry shows the piscina, with the 

numerous masons' marks under and by the side of it, that the accumulated 
eartli has preserved from destruction by the weather ; the top of the highest 
mark at the springing of the piscina arch being at the level of the present 
field-surface, from which point downwards the earth has been excavated. The 
discovery o( these masons' marks furnishes some corroboration to the tradition 
which asserts thai the tower and Derby Chapel of Ormskirk Church were 
built out of the ruins of Burscough Priory, for similar marks existed on the 
interior of these parts of the church anterior to the retooling of the faces at 
its " restoration " (?), and some faint indications of them can still be traced ; 
all which seems to denote that the stones were reset without being re-dressed.

The gargoyle No. 40 was found, with its head defaced, in the Eller Brook, 
that supplied the mill of the Priory ; and the label heads Nos. 41 and 42 at 
the west end of the nave. The intervening sketch shows the probable 
construction of the top of the walls of the Priory Church, the numerous 
copings of battlements discovered during the excavation indicating that this 
finish ran all round the church.

PLATE XI.
This sketch shows the only portions of the Priory that exist above the 

level of the present field-surface, with their bases opened out during the 
excavation. Pickering's drawings of sixty years ago (see Baines's Lancashire 
and Roby's Traditions} show that the field-level has risen considerably in 
that interval.

The plate displays one jamb and part of the cill and arch-springer of the 
five-light window of the Stanley Chantry, with piscina at its left base ; one 
pier and part of the great arch of crossing, under the central tower ; part of 
the low semi-circular arch between Stanley Mortuary and Criantry ; and one 
pier and part of one arch of nave arcade.


