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O attempt to add to or correct what has been 
written by such able historians as the late 

Canon Raines or Mr. William Beamont, on the 
subject of Lancashire chantries, would appear 
presumption on my part, had not the original 
settlement deed for the foundation of one of these 
chantries namely, Hollynfare, with other docu 
ments connected with its subsequent history, and 
that of the Mascy Chapel in Warrington Church  
recently fallen into my hands. On the strength of 
this " rind," I therefore venture to lay before the 
Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire such 
material as I have collected.

Canon Raines, in his note in Lancashire Chantries 
(Chctham Society, vol. lix, p. 61) on the Hollynfare 
Chapel, states   quoting from Lancashire MSS., 
vol. xii that " this chantry was founded by Hamon 
" Massey of Rixton, Esq., the fourth in descent
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" from Sir Hamon Massey, who, 16 Edward III., 
" 1343 [should be 6 Edward III., 1333], married 
" Katherine daughter and heiress of Alan de 
" Rixton, by his wife Margaret cousin and heiress 
" of Sir John Daniel."

Through the access we have had to the family 
muniments, we are able to correct this statement 
on one point certainly, namely, that the Hamon 
Mascy the family spelt their name thus till the 
middle of the eighteenth century founder of Hol 
lynfare Chapel, was fifth and not fourth in descent 
from the Sir Hamon who married Katherine de 
Rixton ; being son of Hamon Mascy, by Joan 
daughter of Sir Robert Bothe of Dunham Mascy ; 
which Hamon was son of William Mascy, by 
Petronilla daughter and heir of Richard Warburton 
of Burghes ; which William was son of Richard 
Mascy, by Ellen daughter and coheir of William 
de Horton of Horton and Hertford ; which Richard 
was the son of Richard Mascy, whose second wife 
was the widow of William de Horton ; which 
Richard was the son of Sir Hamon Mascy, a 
younger son of Robert Mascy of Tatton, by 
Katherine, one of the daughters and coheirs of 
Alan de Rixton. This last-named Sir Hamon 
was already the husband of Katherine de Rixton, 
18th January, 1333, or Monday after St. Hilary, 
6 Edward III. (Tempest Charters, R. 57).

It also hardly seems probable that this Katherine 
de Rixton's mother could have been the "Margaret 
"cousin and heir to Sir John Daniel"; for the 
mother of this Margaret namely Nicola Daniel 
or Danyers   was only married in 1358 (A Hey 
Charters, Introduction, p. xv), or just twenty-five 
years after her suggested grand-daughter Katherine 
de Rixton married Hamon Mascy.

The earliest trace, amongst the Mascy of Rixton 
Evidences, of the Mascys having a Chapel or
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Oratory under their especial care, is through a 
licence from William, Bishop of Coventry and 
Lichfield, dated from his Castle of Eccleshale .>nd 
May, A.U. 1451, permitting his dear son in Christ, 
Hamon le Mascy esq. (scutigero) and Johanna his 
wife to enjoy the privilege of having mass said in 
their Chapel in their manor of Rixton, in the 
following terms : 

Ut in-Capella infra maneriu vrm de Rixton situaP dee nre dio£ 
ac aliis Capellis oratoriis et locis honestis divinoc^ cultui dispositis 
infra diet DioS norm constitut1 missas ct alia Divina officia voce 
submissa p quoscua capellanos idoneos in vra seu alr'ius vrm 
ac ht>e faniilie vre jisencia licite valeat ct ur\^ vrm valeat fafe 
celehrari dum tamen nulla alia sacramenta ecctiastica inibi mis- 
trenP *nec Ecctiis pocri hnioi capellar' oratorior' seu locor' j/itidiom 
fiat aliquali si aliud caiiocii non obsistar'* tam vobis ct utritj^ vrm 
ac lifce familie vre audiendi q'm capellano hriioi divina ut 
jifaf celebrandi licenciam in dco tenore presentiii concedimus 
specialem. Ad nrm beneplacitu durante. (Tempest Charters, 
A'. 102 j.

TRANSLATION.

That in the Chapel within your manor of Rixton situate in 
our said diocese as in other chapels oratories and places decent 
and furnished for divine worship being within our said diocese 
constituted it may be lawful for low masses and other low divine 
offices to be celebrated by all proper chaplains whomsoever in 
tiie presence of you or either of you your children and household 
and that it may be lawful for either of you to cause the same to 
be celebrated provided nevertheless that no other sacraments 
of the Church be therein administered and that no such chapel 
oratory or place aforesaid be set up within the churches of the 
parish any rule to the contrary notwithstanding we grant to you 
and each of you and your children and household special licence 
to hear as well as to the chaplain thereof to celebrate divine 
worship as aforesaid according to the expressed tenor of these 
presents. To hold during our pleasure.

The Chapel for which this licence was granted, 
I suggest, was the foundation of which the later 
Chantry of Hollynfare was merely a continuation. 
The distance of Rixton from the mother church of

* Between stars, text conjectural.
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Warrington would cause the lord of the manor, who 
considered the spiritual welfare of his family and 
belongings, to make some provision for the religious 
requirements of his surroundings ; a feeling which 
in this case, perhaps, was aided by Thomas Mascy, 
the Rector of Warrington, and uncle to this Hamon, 
and by Master John Bothe, the future Bishop of 
Exeter, who was brother to Mistress johanna 
Mascy.

Doubtless, the Chapel for which Bishop William 
of Coventry and Lichfield gave the licence was but 
one of the " capella indotata," dependent for its 
priest on the good will of the reigning squire. 
Canon Raines, in his introduction to The History of 
Lancashire Chantries, says that '' there is evidence 
" of some oratories having chantries founded 
" within them " (vol. i, p. 7).

The ancient manor house of the Mascys was, 
we are told, at Hollynfare ; John Mascy, in 1504, 
doing his homage to Sir John Boteler, his feudal 
lord, there (Beamont's Homage Roll of Warrington, 
p. 13). And as Hollynfare is a part of the manor 
of Rixton, there seems nothing to disprove the 
idea that the first Chapel or-Oratory was built on 
the site of the later founded one.

By an indenture dated the 28th September, 31 
Henry VI. (1452), this Hamon Mascy to whom, 
the year previous, his Bishop had granted the 
chapel licence enfeoffecl certain trustees, namely, 
Master John Bothe, clerk, Sir William Bothe, Knt. 
(being the two brothers of Johanna Mascy), and 
James Hall, clerk (Rector of Northerden), of his 
manors, messuages, lands, tenements, reversions, 
rents, and services, with appurtenances in the 
counties of Lancaster and Chester; to be held 
by them for twelve years following his death, for 
various uses, amongst which was " and for to 
" fynde Prestes by the discrecon of the said



Endowment. Si

" Johanna [his wife], her said brether [John and 
"William Bothe], and the said James [Hall], to 
" do Divine Services for the saule of the sayd 
" Hamond and hys ancestres, and for the goode 
" prosperite and saule heele of the said Johanna 
" and of the said Childers and for all christen 
" saules " (Tempest Charters, R. /op).

Though this settlement does not say whether 
part of the money or the whole of it was to be 
paid to any special church or priest, one can hardly 
doubt that his own domestic chapel would come in 
for a large share ; and the care taken to insure the 
payment out of his estate, causes one to conjecture 
whether this Hamon intended the sum to form a 
more lasting fund than would have been required 
for masses on his death ; in fact, was it intended 
to found an obit ?

When Hamon made his will, the gth April, 1462, 
he did not forget his Oratory. After leaving his 
body to be buried in Warrington Church, with full 
directions as to the amount of wax to be burned 
and oblations to be offered on the day of his 
funeral, he proceeds to leave seven marks to a 
fitting chaplain, that he may for one whole year 
celebrate mass for the souls of the testator and 
those of all the faithful departed in his chapel at 
Rixton " in capella mea infra manerium meum 
" de Rixton " (Tempest Charters, R. no).

The next mention of the Mascy's chapel at Rix 
ton which is met with, is of its endowment, and 
transformation into a Chantry.

The deed of endowment is dated the 6th day 01 
October in the twelfth year of the reign of King 
Henry VII. (1496), by which " Hamonde Mascy or 
" Rixton, Squier, son and heire of Hamonde Mascy 
" of Rixton, Squier," reciting how, by deed of the 
ist of October, 12 Henry VII., he had enfeoffed 
Sir John Bothe of Barton, Knt., William Bothe of
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Dunham Mascy, Esq., Thomas Davenport of Hen- 
bury, Esq., John Assheley, Esq., Thomas Hyde of 
Norbury, Esq., William Tatton, Gilbert Domevile, 
Henry Risley, Hamond Bruche, William Mynshull, 
vicar of Bowdon Church, Thomas Legh of High 
Legh, and Roger Chapman, parson of half the 
Church of Lymme of all his manors, messuages, 
&c., " lying and being within the counties of Lan- 
" caster and Chester, to the intent that they should 
" stand seized of the same to certain uses," proceeds 
to declare the uses. First came a jointure of forty 
marks for his wife Alice, and then " I will also 
" that my said feofees and their heirs stand seized 
" of land and tenements, &c., to the yearly value 
" of five pounds over all charges and reprisals in 
" places and parcels following, that is to say  
" A messuage and land in Glassebroke, now in the 
" holdyng of Edward Millynton to the yearly 
" value of xxs. A messuage and lands in the seide 
" towne of Glassebroke, now in the holdyng of 
" Henkyn Bothe to the yearly value of xxvis. v'md. 
" A messuage and lands in the towne of Glasse- 
" broke, now in the holdyng of Robert Clerke to 
" the yearly value of xiiis. iiiitf. A messuage and 
" lands in the town of Rixton, now in the holdyng 
" of Nicholas Yate to the yearly value of xls. to 
" this intent, that with the issues and profettes 
" therof a honest prest and chapleyne may be 
" found and have salar therof to say Masse and do 
" devyne service in the Chapell of Holynfeere Green 
" late by me edifiet and to bye necessaries yearly 
" for the said Chapel and ornaments therof accord- 
" ing to the ordinance of me, the said Hamonde the 
" son, thereof in honour of God made. And also 
" to performe all other ordinances touchyng the 
" said landes and tenements to the yearly value of 
" V poundes and Chapel by me ordeined and made. 
" I also will that the lordes of Rixton have the
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" services and averages of the tenants of theis seid 
" iiii messuages assigned to the seid prest and 
" chapell." To make quite sure his intention of 
endowment shall not be defeated, in the settlement 
of certain lands, which he had added to the family 
property, on his brother John, he states " Provided 
" that if myn heirs male of my body begotten, or 
" else my brother John Mascv or his heirs male or 
" other of them at any time inttrup overeche any 
" of the Rent, issues, or protettes of the lands 
" and tenements now in the holdyng of Edward 
" Millynton, Henkyn Bothe, Robert Clerke or 
" Nicholas Yate, assigned for the prests payment 
" of Hollynsfere Grene," then the feofees are to be 
seized of and in all the lands he had purchased in 
Glasebroke and of all the lands and messuages, 
&c., in Warrington and Pulton, "to the use and 
" intent that with the rents and profettes therof the 
" saide Chapell and Prest may be maintained " 
(Tempest Charters, R. 140; counterpart, R. /5/).

A counterpart to this indenture remains, and 
both are in a fine state of preservation, though 
unfortunately none of the seals have been saved.

It is probably this document, and not Hainon 
Mascy's Will, which Sir Peter Leycester transcribed 
in his Liber C, at p. 293. Lord de Tabley's absence 
from Tabley at present, prevents us being able to 
verify this conjecture ; but having so carefully 
endowed his Chapel by deed, a Will made the same 
day with the same intentions would seem super 
fluous.

It is evident from the words " by me late edifiet " 
that Hamon the son of Hamon Mascy of Rixton 
(by Johanna daughter of Sir Robert Bothe of 
Dunham Massy) did, about the year 1497, build a 
Chapel at Hollynfare, which he endowed with £5 
a year the usual stipend for a Chantry priest so 
that masses, as he hoped, might be said in per-

G 2
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petuity for the souls of his departed ancestors, and 
for his own, when his time arrived. Yet there is 
nothing to disprove the conjecture that this new 
building was on the foundation of a former chapel, 
erected by his father, and for which licence was 
given in 1451, as already shown.

The licence for the New Chapel was not given 
until nearly a year after the endowment deed was 
executed. It is on a strip of parchment, n^ inches 
long by 4 inches deep ; the lower side had two 
slips, cut parallel. One of these slips has been 
torn away, but on the upper one remain the frag 
ments of a red seal, displaying a crowned head 
under a floriated canopy, with the head and shoul 
ders of another figure to the left. The licence 
runs thus: 

Johannis Veysey legum doctor Reverendi in Cristo pris et Dili 
Johannis pmissione divina Covrj et licfi epi in re mot' urgent1 
vicarius in spualib? geSlis dilect nobis in Cristo Hamleto Mafsy 
armigero et Alice consort! sue sattm. Ut in capelia sive Oratorio 
de Hoi) nfer infra pochia de Werington Coveij et Licli dioc? in 
presencia vestr' et familiarm ac tenentium] vestror' missas et 
alia divina officia per capellanu idoneii possit (?) facer' celebrari 
dii inodo ecctie pochiali pMict' in oblacionibS et aliis omib? 
pochialib5 prejudicial inde mininie generatur vobis tenore p'senciu 
licencia concedimvis specialem ad nostr' beneplacitu duratur'. 
DaP apud Manchestr sub sigillo dicP revendi pris quod ad 
manus habemus quarto die mensis Septembr' A.D. mitt'mo CCCC 
nonogesimo octavo. (Tempest Charters, R. 15ib.)

TRANSLATION.

John Veysey doctor of laws vicar general in spirituals of the 
Reverend Father in Christ and our Lord John by divine permis 
sion bishop of Coventry and Lichfield on urgent motion to our 
beloved in Christ Hamlet Massy esquire and Alice his wife 
greeting. That in the chapel or oratory of Holynfer within the 
parish of Werington in the diocese of Coventry and Lichfield 
in the presence of you your household and tenants masses and 
other divine offices may be caused to be celebrated by a proper 
chaplain provided that in oblations and all other parochials 
nothing shall thence arise to the prejudice of the parish church 
there. To you according to the tenor of these presents we grant
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special license to hold during our pleasure. Given at Manchester 
under the seal of the said Rev. Father which we have in our 
hand on the 4th day of the month of September A.D. 1498.

Unfortunately no record appears as to who might 
be the first priest who received the " salar " and 
said the masses in Hamon's new chapel. Perhaps 
his brother William Mascy on whom Hamon, in 
the same deed by which he endowed Hollynfare, 
settled an annuity of £10 a year for life was the- 
one who was the first to " say masse and do dyvyne 
" service " there. Mr. Beamont heads his list of 
Hollynfare priests with a Richard Mascy, who, the 
i5th April, 22 Henry VII. (1507), was one of those 
present at Bewsey to witness the homage of Henry 
Sale of Bedford ; but, though this Richard is 
described as " chaplain," there appears nothing to 
support the supposition that he was the curate of 
Hollynfare.

The first priest of Hollynfare of whom we have 
authentic proof is one Laurence Langeshaw, or 
Longshaw. An indenture was made the i6th day 
of March, 18 Henry VIII. (1526-7), "between 
" William Massye of Rixton Esq. and John Asshe- 
" ley of Assheley co. Chester Esq. of the one part, 
" and Humphrey Barlow of Barton on the other 
" part," by which the two former " demise and to 
" farm letten " the reversion of a messuage or 
tenement with appurtenances lying within " the 
" tunshyp of Glasebrukke," now in the holding of 
George Clerke and Letys his wife. Humphrey 
Barlow was to enter into possession of the farm 
after the death of George and Letys, and was to 
hold it for four score years, " paying yearly to Sir 
" Laurence Langeshaw, prest at the Chapell of the 
" Holynfayr, and his successors xiiis ivcl at the feast 
" of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist and St. 
" Martin's in Winter," by equal portions, " also the 
" average as hath ben accustomed." Barlow was
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further to " well and sufficiently reparell and uphold 
"the said messuage and tenement" at his own 
cost during his term of tenure (Tempest Charters,
R.f55}- . . '

When the Valor Ecclesiasticus was made, 26
Henry VIII. (1534), amongst the foundations in 
the parish of Warrington occurs the following 
entry, which is evidently intended for Hollynfare, 
although not described by name  *&

Cantaria apud Warrin^ton pellet. Ex fundacone Hamon 
Mascy de Ryxton. Wittmus Mastyn (sic) capellanus it3m 
Valet in redd et ferrnis div's terr' et tenementor' it>m per\ 
annum per sacrm del Willmi. C s. Inde in defiiis annuatim [ .... u 
distribut inter pauperes p anima fundatoris diet? cant' XXs. I ' 
Et reman' elare Xma ind' viii5 . j

(Valor Ecchsiasticns, vol. v, p. 219.)

When the Commissioners under the order from 
the Crown of i3th February, 37 Henry VIII. (1546), 
made their examination into the endowments, &c., 
of the various chantries and hospitals in Lanca 
shire and Cheshire, they thus report on Hollynfare 
Chapel, in the parish of Warrington.

William Massey preist incubent trier of the foundacon of 
Hamande Massey to celebrate ther for the sowlez of hym and 
his ancestors and to do one yerlie obbet at the said poche 
church and to distribute at the sarn Vs yerlie.

The sam is the said chapell wth in the poche beforsaid and 
distant from the said poch church V milez \vh saide chapell is 
standinge in the Kinge's Streitc ledinge from the haven of Lyver- 
pole to Manchestre and the sam prest doth ther accordinglie 
celebrate and distribute yerlie Vs at the obbet biforesaid.

The return as to the amount of plate in the 
chapel declares there was none. The endowment 
is declared to be a hundred shillings, due from the 
rents of four farms, paid half-yearly, at Midsummer 
and Martinmas, with no reprisals (Lane. Chantries, 
Chctham Society, pp. 61, 62, and 63). The list of 
tenants shows us that " Hamande" Yate held the
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farm in Glasebroke which at the date of the settle 
ment was in the tenure of Nicholas Yate ; Charles 
Spakeman had Heskin Bothe's tenement; Thomas 
Yate had that of Edward Millington, while George 
Clerke farmed that which Robert Clerke formerly 
held.

At the next survey made 2 Edward VI. of the 
" colledges, chauntryes," &c., in Lancashire, under 
the towne and parishe of Warrington we find 
certified that " The Chauntrie in the Chappell of 
" Hollingfayre within the said Parishe, of the 
" foundacon of Hamoncle Massey to celebrate 
"there," &c., as is stated in the former return   
but the chapel is declared to be five and a half 
miles from the parish church. It is further stated 

', (Duchy of Lancaster Records, division 18, No. 26, 
fol. 4, dors, o) that: 

Wittm Massey, Incumbent of thage of XXXIIII yeres 
hathe the clere yerely revenue of the same for his 
Salarie. And his lyvinge besides is nil ----- Cs

The landes and tenements belonginge to the same be of
the yerlie value of ------------ Cs

whereof
In Reprises ---------- ----- nt
The Ornamentes belonginge to the said Chauntrie be

valued at --------------- iis
The number of Ounces of the plate to the same are by

estimacon --------------- \\°"-

It is curious to note that at this date some orna 
ments and plate were acknowledged to, which at 
the earlier visitation had be^n suppressed.

With this last survey we may say that the 
history of the Chantry of Hollvnfare is ended. 
Founded but fifty years before, that masses might 
be said there for the souls of ancestors deceased, 
when those offices were forbidden and the chapel 
and endowments placed in the hands of those who 
neither could nor would celebrate those masses, 
the chantry ceased to exist, save as a mere building
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for the Crown, which had appropriated it, to give 
or to sell at pleasure.

Before, however, we leave it as a chantry, we 
will glance at the meagre list of those priests who 
carried out the intentions of the founder. As 
already mentioned, Mr. Beamont supposes a Rich 
ard Mascy to have been the first incumbent of 
Hollynfare, living 1507, and we have also mentioned 
Laurence Langeshawe, to whom the rent of one of 
the endowment farms was to be paid in March, 
1526-7.

A letter dated from Rixton, igth May, 18 Henry 
VIII. (1526) (Lancashire Chantries, p. 6211), runs 
thus : 

Wurshypfull Cosyn, I recommaunde me unto you and quher- 
for [for] ye gud love quych I berre to my chapelen Sr Randolphe 
Wud ward, and for hys perfite levyng I am myended to gyfe and 
graunte to the seide Sr Kandolphe or to such persons as he will 
have to his behove ye next avoydaunce denomination and 
presentation of my chauntre of ye chapelle of the Holynfeyre 
grene wherein ye stond fully feoffed to my use quherfor I hertily 
desire and praye you to enseale and deliver to the said Sr 
Randolphe all such writings as by him for his preferment on that 
behalfe shalbe devised, and this my writing shalbe to you a 
sufficiant warrande for the same and thus Jhu perserve you.

The writer of the letter, which is on a strip of 
parchment, would be William Mascy, the owner of 
Rixton, aged twenty-two years, and the person to 
whom the letter was addressed was evidently John 
Assheley of Assheley, who has already been shown 
to be surviving trustee of the chantry lands. On 
the igth May,' 18 Henry VIII., William Mascy of 
Rixton and this John Assheley grant the next 
advowson of the chantry of Holynfare Green to 
Richard Warburton, rector of a mediety of Lymm 
Church, and Thomas Woodward ; and by a bond 
dated 6th July in the same year, Warburton and 
Thomas Woodward undertake to present the same 
to Randulph Woodward (Lane, Chantries, p. 62).
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From this, cither the " avoydaunce " did not 
occur as soon as was expected, or Randulph Wood 
ward only held the chantry eight months ; or else 
Laurence Langeshawe, the priest of Hollynfare in 
March, 1526-7, was his nominee.

At the taking of the Valor Ecclcsiasticus, in 1534, 
the name of the priest then serving Hollynfare is 
given (vol. v, p. 219) as " William Mastyn," which 
Mr. Beamont takes to be intended for Mascy ; but 
it must be noted that in the name of the founder  
i.e., Hamon Mascy de Rixton no such error in 
spelling occurs.

When William Mascy of Rixton made his Will, 
the 18th May, 30 Henry VIII. (1538), though he 
names the chapel of " Holyn Green," leaving one 
calf to maintain God's service there, and also 
mentions William Mascy, priest, this latter is not 
named as the Hollynfare priest, nor in connection 
with the chapel (Lancashire Wills, part ii, p. 201). 
A William Mascy, priest, acted in concert with 
John Aston, in September, 29 Henry VIII., as a 
trustee for the fortunes of the younger sons of Squire 
Wrilliam Mascy (Tempest Charters, R. 756, R. /5/).

In the return of the Commissioners, 37 Henry 
VIII. (1546), a William Mascy was the incumbent 
of Hollyniare, and at the final inquisition on the 
dissolution of the chantries, in 1548, the same 
name occurs, and he is declared to be aged thirty- 
four years.

As we have seen, the Chantry with its lands 
became, like other such foundations, the property 
of the Crown in 1548, and little time was lost in 
appropriating its revenues. Amongst the Duchy 
of Lancaster Records (div. 25 U, No. 23) appears' 
an order, at the foot of a list of the Hollynfare 
chantry lands, directing that a " lease of the 
" premises be made to Sir Will'm Norrys Knyght 
" tor xxi yeres begyninge at Easter 1548 paying
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" yerly at termes usual v1 '." The lease, under the 
seal of the Duchy of Lancaster, is dated loth 
December, 2 Edward VI. (1548), by which Sir 
William Norrys, Knt., was demised for twenty-one 
years, " totam illam nuper Cantaria fundat' in 
" Capella de Hollingfare," within the parish of 
Warrington, co. Lancaster; with those messuages, 
&c., belonging to the same chantry in Rixton and 
Glazebroke, in the several tenures of Hamond 
Yate, Charles Spakeman, Thomas Yate, and 
George Clarke (Tempest Charters, R. i6ic).

The Chantry of Hollynfare and its endowment 
lands we next find in the possession of that great 
speculator in church lands, Sir Thomas Holcroft 
of Vale Royal; being granted to him, " inter alia," 
by Queen Mary, by her letters patent, dated at 
Winchester 23rd July, in the second year of her 
reign (Tempest Charters, R. idob}. Sir Thomas, 
being related to the Mascy family (through his 
mother Margaret, one of the co-heirs of Hamon 
Mascy the founder of Hollynfare), may have 
obtained the land on behalf of his connections, 
the family at Rixton. At any rate, on 8th October, 
2 and 3 Philip and Mary (1555), he entered into an 
agreement with " Rychard Massey of Rixton, Esq.," 
for the sale of the Chantry and its lands, under 
taking in consideration of £100 beforehand received 
of Richard Mascy, that that he will before St. 
George's day "cause to be made unto Richard 
" Mascy and his heirs a sure and sufficient estate 
" of and in all those messuages, lands, tenements 
" and hereditaments in Rixton and Glasebroke 
" which lately was the possession of the late 
" Chantry at the Hollynfare in the said county of 
" Lancaster and belonging or appertaining to the 
" said Chauntry or taken or known as parcel therof 
" at the time of the dissolution of suppression of 
" the said Chauntry." Mascy was to pay ^"50 on
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the day that this promised estate or assurance was 
made, and £50 more in full satisfaction on the 
feast of St. Michael the Archangel next following 
(Tempest Charters, R. 160] . On the same day 
Sir Thomas makes the assurance, and conveys 
to Richard Mascy and his heirs for the sum of 
£200 " all that the late Chauntrye foundet in 
" the Chapell of the Hollynfare within the parish 
"of Weryngton " ; also the lands and tenements, 
&c., to the "late chaunterye " belonging situate 
in Glasebroke and Rixton, and let to Charles 
Spakeman, Hamnet Yate, Thomas Yate, and 
George Clerke (Tempest Charters, R. idob}.

The final concord for this sale is dated at Lan 
caster, Monday after the Assumption, 3 and 4 Philip 
and Mary, and shows that the lands comprising the 
foundation made by Hamon Mascy on his chantry 
to have consisted of four messuages, each with its 
garden and orchard ; 60 acres of land, 40 acres of 
meadow, 6 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood, 40 
acres of common and moor, and 100 acres of moss 
and turbary, with appurtenances in Glasebroke and 
Rixton. The chantry of Hollynfare is included in 
the fine (Tempest Charters, R. 162).

The licence for alienation from the Crown for 
Sir Thomas Holcroft to convey the chantry and its 
lands to Richard Mascy is dated 2gth May, 3 and 4 
Philip and Mary (1557) ; the seal attached to the 
parchment being in a remarkably fine state of 
preservation (Tempest Charters, R. 163).

Richard Mascy paid fine for homage for the 
chantry of Hollvnfare at Lancaster, Trinity term, 
2 Eliz. and 3 Eli/:., the same being- 
Pro horaagio pro Cantaria dc Hollyngfayre per unuui

annum integrum ------------ viii"
P eodem pro feod' Remem' Thesv ct in tacbe ejusdcni - xii' 1 
Et pro warr' attorn ------------- viiid
Item pro feodo pprio mei attorn xxd . Summa iiiis.

(Tempest Charters. W. Wl.i
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In the inquisition post mortem of Richard Mascy, 
taken (jth October, 21 Eliz. (1579), the four mes 
suages with their land and appurtenances in Rixton 
and Glascbroke, once parcel of the chantry of 
Hollynfare, are found to be held of the Queen by 
military service "in capite," and are valued at the 
clear annual rent of xxxs. (Tempest Charters, 1\. 
i6cj}. William, son and heir of Richard, had 
livery of the same, the i6th May, 22 Elizabeth 
(Tempest Charters, R. 170}.

Whether Hamon Mascy's Chapel was, after his 
descendant's purchase of it from Sir Thomas Hoi- 
croft, used as a place of worship, does not exactly 
appear.

The Mascys, adhering to the Catholic faith, 
would doubtless use it for the rites of their own 
religion ; defying the laws, which, as Mr. Froude 
points out, was by no means uncommon, though 
after Pope Pius' bull of 1562 no mercy was to 
be expected from the governing powers. In 1590 it 
is stated that there was no preacher at Hollynfare, 
a fact which appears to bear out this conjecture 
(Gibson's Lydlatc Hall, p. 248). Later on, there is 
no doubt that the services of the Church of England 
were held at Hollynfare or Hollins Green, as it 
became called, and that the clergyman serving it 
was paid out of the revenues of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, which had benefited by the confiscation 
and subsequent sale of the Mascy foundation 
lands.

When the careful Puritan Parliament of 1649, 
being, to use their own words, " willing and 
" intending to provide competent maintenance and 
" advancement for preaching Ministers in the 
" several parishes throughout England and Wales," 
they desired to be apprised of the yearly value of 
all parsonages and vicarages presentative, and of 
all ecclesiastical benefices, &c. ; and appointed,
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the 2gth March, 1650, a Commission to enquire 
into these matters and report as to the yearly 
incomes of the benefices, the names of incumbents, 
and as to any other matters which could explain 
the financial and commonweal value of each ; so 
that the Parliament might receive a complete and 
detailed statement.

The result of this survey is printed by the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Record Society, in their 
first volume ; and from it we learn, by an inquisi 
tion taken at Wigan, the 2Oth June, 1650, on the 
evidence of seventeen jurors resident in the various 
parishes, examined and sworn upon the sacrament  
what a curious relic of Catholic times for the 
Puritans to admit ! that within the parish of 
Warrington there were, besides the parish church, 
" two chappells, .... the one of them called 
" Burton wood chappell and the other called 
" Hollinfaire Chappell."

And this is what is said of Hollynfare : "Wee 
" doe present that there is a Chappell within the 
" Towneshipp of Rixton and Glasebrooke belonging 
" to the parish church of Warrington : And that 
" there is fower pounds Twelve shillings yearly 
" given out of the Duchy of Lancaster towards the 
" Mainteynance of a preaching Minister there which 
" hath bene constantly paid for that use."

The tithe of corn was valued by the jury at £22 
per annum, taking one year with another, and the 
small tithes at twenty-two shillings yearly.

The former tithes were received by Richard 
Mascy, Esq., in right of a lease granted to him 
by Sir Thomas Ireland (dated 5th October, ig 
James I., for 31 years. See Rixton Leases, No. 27), 
and they were for the use of Mr. Warde's children 
(the issue of Mascy's daughter Mary). The small 
tithes, Gilbert Ireland received. The jury further 
" present that Mr. Henry Atherton supplyes the
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" Cure at the said Chappell. And hath for his 
" Salary the said sume of fower pounds Twelve 
"shillings out of the Duchy of Lancaster; And 
" the sume of Forty pounds from the publicke, 
" paid unto him out of the sequestrations of Derby 
" hundred." Mr. Atherton is given a good character 
on the whole, being described as a man of good life 
and conversation and " a godly painefull Minister"; 
and, what was of more consequence, was declared 
to be well affected to the present Government, 
although he, like several other Lancashire divines, 
refused to pray for the Commonwealth on their 
ordered day of humiliation, i3th June, 1650. There 
appears to have been a wish to make Hollynfare 
into a parish of itself, being distant from Warring- 
ton five and a half miles, and from Culcheth or 
New Church three miles and three quarters ; and 
to make it of sufficient importance the jurors 
suggested that certain houses and tenements in 
Cadishead should be annexed.

The list of those who acted as ministers at 
Hollynfare after the Reformation is not a long one. 
The clergyman who possibly preceded Atherton 
was one Richard Garnet, who was buried at 
Warburton, in Cheshire, the 4th August, 1629, and 
is thus entered in the Warrington Parish Register  
" Mr. Richard Garnet, minister at Hollinferry." 
Henry Atherton was, in 1646, a member of the 
Presbyterian Commission, and then described him 
self as " of Hollinfaire."

Possibly the Hollins-Green Chapel was served 
irregularly only ; the Rector of Warrington, in 
1701, stated it was not supplied, except he himself 
officiated there as King's preacher.

In 1712 a terrier of Warrington parish declares 
that Hollinferry, one of the parish chapels, was 
supplied by Mr. John Collier, and that its endow 
ment was £4 125. yearly, and the benefit of some
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seats in the gallery this does not sound like an 
old building, also the interest of some money ; 
possibly the ^'40 named in the inquisition of 
1650.

Whatever might be the building which served as 
the chapel for Hollins Green, it was deemed too 
small and incommodious by the parishioners in 
1738. A poll deed, dated 6th September, 1738, 
sets forth as follows : 

John Haddon, clerk, Rector of Warrington ; Francis Massey 
of Rixton, Esq. ; Henry Speakman of Glasebrooke, yeoman; 
Hamlette Clarke of Glasebrooke, yeoman ; Massey Clarke of 
Glasebrooke, yeoman ; John Peeres of Glasebrooke, yeoman ; 
and Henry Cleavley of Rixton, yeoman, greeting Whereas the 
said Henry Speakman, Hamlette Clarke, Massey Clarke, John 
Peeres and Henry Cleaveley, by consent of the chief Inhabitants 
of the Townships of Rixton and Glasebrooke have lately taken 
down the old Chappell called Hollins green Chappell situate in 
Glasebrooke, and have erected a new one in the place and stead 
thereof with convenient seats and pews, and whereas it was 
agreed between the chief Inhabitants and the aforesaid Henry 
Speakman and the others "that they should sell all such pews as 
should be erected in the new Chappell over and above the 
number which were in the old Chappell, towards defraying the 
expense of rebuilding the said new Chappell." Now be it known 
that for the sums named here the sums are enumerated, with 
the names of those who paid the same had various seats allotted 
to them.

As the descendants of some of these purchasers 
may still worship at Hollins Green Chapel, it may 
not be uninteresting to know the names of the new 
pew holders, and what was paid for their privilege ; 
we will therefore recite the list.

Edward Poole of Great Woolden, gent., gave 
£g 155. " for one double seat or pew in the body of 
" the New Chappell on the North side above the 
" pulpit " ; John Royle of Glasebrooke, yeoman, 
paid £4 175. 6^. for seat No. 2 in the body of the 
church ; Charles Clarke of Glasebrooke, yeoman, 
£4 for No. 5 ; John Prescott and Richard Knight,
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both of Erlam, yeomen, £3 IDS. for No. 6 ; George 
Vavvdrey, husbandman, Ralph Knight, carpenter, 
and Anne Rawlinson, widow, all of Erlam, A 55.

7 J ' /\j *J *J

for No. 7 ; Arnold Clare of Rixton, yeoman, 
£2 125. 6d. for No. 8 ; John Atherton of Glase 
brooke. carpenter, £2 6s. $d. for No. g ; Thomas 
Jones of Glasebrooke, husbandman, £2 for No. 10; 
John Carter, linenvveaver, and Henry Hampson of 
Cadishead, £i los. for No. II ; and Henry Plumb 
of Glasebrooke, husbandman, £i 195. for No. 12 ; 
all being in the body of the church. John Lingott 
of Cadishead, innkeeper, paid £i 155. for half the 
seat No. 4 on the North side of the chancel ; and 
Hamlet Yates of Rixton, linenweaver, £2 2S. for 
half No. 5, also on the North side of the chancel. 
Of the seats on the North side of the gallery, 
William Crouchley of Martinscroft, maltster, secured 
No. 2 for £^ 155. ; and John Erlam of Erlam, 
carrier, No. 8 for ^'3 155. Peter Hodgkinson ot 
Cadishead, yeoman, No. 4 for £2 55. ; and George 
Wright of Rixton, yeoman, No. 5 for IDS. 6d. On 
the South side of the gallery only two seats were 
disposed of, Thomas Holcroi't and John Edsford, 
both of Glasebrooke, yeomen-, securing No. 5 for 
£i 1 8s. ; and William Arstall of Glasebrooke, No. 
6 for 175. Besides the sums which each purchaser 
paid towards the building fund, they had to give 
the Rector of Warrington and Francis Mascy of 
Rixton five shillings apiece. The right thus 
acquired with the pews allowed the holders and 
their heirs for ever to kneel, stand, sit, and pray in 
the same seats (Tempest Charters, R. 2jS).

It is much to be regretted we have no plan or 
drawing of Hollins Green Church at this date, as it 
might have helped us to understand the principle 
on which the seats were valued.

Baines, in his Plistory of LancasJnre (vol. iii, 
p. 674), states that the chapel of Hollins green was
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erected in 1735, and Mr. Bcamont records noticing 
a brick in the chapel wall on \vhich was carved 
"Joseph Collier Jan>'- y° Kj 1 ' 1 1735," which perhaps 
was the date of the laying of the foundation stone 
of the building over which Henry Speakman and 
his friends presided in 1738.

With the last-quoted document we come to the 
final mention of any connection between the 
Mascys and Hollins Green or Hollynfare Chapel. 
The fact that Francis Mascy was a party to the 
sale, and received equal sums with the Rector of 
Warrington, points to the supposition that the 
chapel was in some way parcel of his possessions. 
But whether the old chapel which the deed speaks 
of as being " lately pulled down " was the remnant 
of the one built by Hamon Mascy in the fifteenth 
century or not, wiser heads than mine must decide. 
It must be remembered that the Mascys of Kixton, 
through all the troublous times for Catholics, 
remained firm in their allegiance to their faith, and 
would be hardly likely to do more for a Church 
which persecuted them than they could help.

Of the foundation or building of the Rixton, or 
Mascy of Rixton, Chapel in Warrington Church 
there has alas ! as yet no trace been found. There 
does not appear to have been any separate endow 
ment attached to it, though we must remember 
that the Butler Chantry in the same church, though 
built long before, was not endowed until 1520, 
nearly forty years after the Mascys had provided 
for their relations in purgatory by founding Hollyn 
fare.

It is probable that Thomas Mascy (a younger 
son of Hamon Mascy of Rixton, by Hllen de 
Horton), who was rector or parson of Warrington 
Church from 1447 to 1464, may have had some 
thing to do with the building of the Mascy Chapel.
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A red sandstone slab, with ornamental border of 
roses and quatrefoils along the edge, and floriated 
cross cut upon its face, was found in the Mascy 
Chapel during some alterations in April, 1860, and 
it is thought that this slab marked the resting 
place of the rector and possible builder of the 
Chapel.

When Hamon Mascy of Rixton (the nephew of 
Thomas, the rector) made his will, the gth April, 
A.D. 1462 (Tempest Charters, R. no], he left his 
body to be buried in the parish church of War 
rington, which might be taken to mean in the 
Mascy Chapel. Handle Holme, in 1640, mentions 
that "in the Chappell on the South Side against 
" Butler's Chappell is an auntient monument of 
" a man in armore lyinge under an arch in the 
"wall and reported to be a Mascy" (Arms in 
Warrington Church, Beamont and Rylands, p. 3). 
The effigy being, perhaps, that of Hamon Mascy, 
who died 1462.

In the return of the Commissions on the Chantries 
of Lancashire, in 1546, no mention is made of the 
Mascy Chapel in \Varrington Church ; but this is 
simply accounted for by there being no endowment 
funds to appropriate. In the lists of Church Goods 
in Warrington Church in 1552, it is impossible to 
trace any of the vestments or plate as belonging to 
the Mascy Chapel, unless we appropriate one of 
the two " lyttill sacring bell3 " (Exchequer Q. R. 
Church Goods, Lane., J/./9)-

William Mascy of Rixton, in his will dated i8th 
May, 30 Henry VIII. (1538), left his body to be 
buried in the Rixton Chapel, by which he meant 
that of the Mascys of Rixton, in Warrington ; and 
not, as suggested in Warrington Church Notes, the 
Hollvnfare Chapel. The Rixton or Mascy Chapel 
was certainly the place of sepulture for the Mascy 
family. Richard Mascy, the second son of Richard
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Mascy of Rixton, by Anne Tildesley, in his will of 
the 27th December, 1632, directs his " bodie to be 
" buried at my parish church of Warrington in our 
" auntient burial (? place) where mv auncestors 
" have been laide and theire to remaine " (Chester 
Registry).

The following document, relating not only to 
the Mascy Chapel but also to the parish church, 
throwing, as it does, light upon certain alterations 
made, tempts one to give it in full : 

The awardc of Mr. Dr. Leeche, Chauncelor of the Consistorie 
of the Courte of Chester Between the Churchwardens of the 
Church of Warrington in the parish of Warrington and Mr. 
William Mafsye of Rixton Esq. as concerninge a distance of 
place betweene the Chappell of the saide Mr. Mafsie and the 
said parish Church.

Upon hearinge of the Controversie & viewe of the place and 
Buildings.

I doe injoyne the Church Wardens toe buikle uppe the 
rowme or place betwene the steeple & Mr. Massie his Chappell 
upon the Charges of the parishe. And for that (as the saide 
ChappeU is nowe altered from the frame or fashion of the oulde 
buildinge,) the saide buildinge by the parishe toe be made 
cannot convenientlie and decently goe fonvarde withoute some 
defacinge either of the saide churche or of the saide Chappell 
excepte the saide parishe maie build upon the the arches and 
piller of the saide chappell. Therefore I doe order that the 
saide parishioners shall give and allowe to the saide Mr. Massie 
the summe of fyve pounds of lawfull money, towardes the charges 
he hath been at in makinge the saide piller and arches. And 
that the saide Mr. Massye and his heires shall for ever hereafter 
suffer and permitt the said parishe to laie theire building up on 
that saide rowme or place & upon the saide arches and piller. 
And in case that the saide William Massie will not agree toe this 
order, that then he shewe cause why &c. And in lyke manner 
if the parish will builde upon hime and not paie or allowe the 
said summe of fyve pounrles, that then the Church Wardens 
shewe cause to the contrarie. as either of them shall be called by 
the other partie.

Warrington 12° Aprilis 1586, anno regni Elizthi 28°.
Moreover, for that one William Shire, freemason, one of the 

workmen of the said Chappell affirmeth that the said arches are 
weake and flatte and not able to beare a greate waighte. There-
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fore the Churchwardens be admonishede that they overcharge not 
those twoe arches wth tooe muche waighte upon perill to re-edify 
and make uppe the same againe at the charges of the parish. 

(Signed) ROBT - LECHK.

Below this award is written in another hand 

That the jmiisses do agree w lh thoriginall order I doe hereby 
for my name.

Then in the first handwriting is 

This saide order by the solicion of Mr. Hurward parson there 
and Gilbert Taylor servant to Mr. Massie above named is 
accomplished by the parish of Warrington, in payinge toe Mr. 
Massye fyve poundes and framinge up the rowme above men 
tioned and yeldinge toe all thinges in the order above conteyned. 
And lykewise by Mr. Massie who hath receyved the saide fyve 
poundes and agreed toe permitt the saide parishe to erect their 
buildinge upon the piller and arches aforesaide whereupon we for 
the continuall uphouldinge thereof have caused this publicke 
instruniente toe be made and sealed it with the scale of our office 
(at the request of the said parisli by the saide Mr. Parson and at 
tR&fequest of the saide Mr. Massie by the said Gilbert) the 20th 
clay of October 1586 in the yere of the reigne of our gracious 
prince queene Elizabeth the eighte and twentieth.

Memd also that y c above menconed order was set downe by 
me in the presence of Edward Buttler of Bewsey Esqr and the 
Churchwardens of Warrington and .. .............. ... gent of the
same parish and the said Gilbert Taylor for Mr. Massie &c. and 
in token of agreement the same is subscribed by the saide Mr. 
Buttler, Thomas Norris gentelman. John Asshton gent, Simon 
Harward parson there, John Stapporth one of the Churchwardens 
and by the saide Gilbert Taylor setting his sign or marke.  
(Signed) Ror.KRT LECHE. [The seal is gone.] (Tempest 
Charters, R. 171.)

From the sentences " as the saide chappell is 
" now altered from the frame and fashion of the 
" oulde buildinge," and " the charges he (Mr. 
" Mascy) hath been at in making the saide piller 
" and-*arches," one questions whether the Mascys 
had of late years rebuilt their chapel, or whether 
this change in the frame and fashion was only 
caused by the alterations in the church itself.
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When Sampson Ercleswicke visited Lancashire, 
in 1572, fourteen years before this agreement was 
made, he speaks of " le Nova Capella " in War- 
rington Church, which, from the arms he describes 
as finding in it namely, quarterly, ist and ^th, 
A rgent on a bend sable, three cups covered A rgcnt 
(for Rixton of Rixton) ; 2nd, quarterly, Gules and 
Argent, in the second a mullet sable (Mascy of 
Rixton); and jrd, Argent, a fesse Vert between 
three parrots gules (said to be Pennington's coat)  
was the Mascy Chapel. If no changes had been 
wrought by the Mascys in their chapel shortly 
before Ercleswicke saw it, one wonders how much 
newer it was than its opposite neighbour, the 
Butler chapel (Armsin Warnngton Church, Beamont 
and Rylands, p. 3).

Randle Holme, in 1640, as mentioned, noticed 
the monument of the man in armour in the chapel 
on the South side of the church, called Mascy's 
Chapel ; but no arms of the Mascys or Rixtons 
are noted, except on the tomb of a Butler. We 
must therefore suppose that the painted glass on 
which Erdeswicke had noted the Mascy and Rixton 
arms had disappeared during the interval.

Canon Raines, in Lancashire Cliantries, gives an 
account of how the Rector of Warrington and 
Alice the wife of William Hawarden, formerly wife 
to a certain Thomas Rixton gent., encroached on 
the choir or chapel of the Mascys in Warrington 
Church with desk and pew, a place where the 
Mascys had formerly, " for tyme paste memorie of 
" man," been accustomed to sit and kneel; and 
how the Bishop of Chester, in 1621, ordered the 
intruders out of the Mascys' domain, and directed 
that the ancient forms or seats should be brought 
back and placed as they had originally stood.

The Mascys, though as Catholics unable to use 
their chapel except for sepulture, jealously guarded
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their property and did well by it. An old oak pew 
head or door (now, I believe, preserved at the 
rectory) stood formerly in the church, on which is 
carved in bold letters the name " Richard Massy," 
and date "A.D. 1617," with his arms, quarterly, 
ist, on a bend three covered cups; 2nd, quarterly, 
in the second a mullet; jrd, a fcss between three 
birds ; <fth, a squirrel. Perhaps this very pew head 
belonged to one of the seats the bishop in 1621 
ordered to be replaced.

When this Richard Mascy died he was probably 
buried in his chapel. The parish register records 
his interment at Warrington, i4th January, 1645, 
and amongst his funeral expenses occurs " making 
"the grave, 25."; "church dues, 25." One sup 
poses the modest charge for making the grave to 
be merely the opening of the vault. As 155. was 
paid for "links," the funeral probably took place 
at night.

In 1727 the Mascys of Rixton had again occasion 
to assert their right to the Mascy Chapel, as the 
subjoined document explains.

We whose names are subscribed, the Rector, Churchwardens 
and other chiefe Inhabitants of the Parish of Warrington in the 
County of Lancaster assembled at a Vestry or Parish meeting 
this day in the Parish Church of Warrington aforesd Do hereby 
declare that we neither have nor pretend to have any Right or 
Title whatsoever to a certain Chapel on the South side of the 
Parish Church aforesd commonly called Mr. Mascy's Chapel or to 
any part of the same, But on the contrary we acknowledge that 
the same belongs to Francis Mascy of Rixton in the sd Parish 
Esqr Some of his ancestors or owners of the Estate that he now 
hath having built the same as is presumed. And doe further 
acknowledge and declare that part of the said Chapel viz : eight 
feet at the West end thereof lately Partitioned from the other 
part of the said Parish Church was so pardoned for that purpose 
by leave only of him the said Francis Mascy at our humble 
instance and request. In witness wherof we have hereunto sett 
our hands the first day of January A.D. 1727. (Signed) George 
Johnson, Ricd Taylor, Edward Taylor, Richard Plupp, John 
Worsley, Thos Patten, Jos. Dannel, Ra. Wright, Edward Pier-
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point, John Shawe, Ellis Bent, Ed. Taylor, W m Middlchurst. 
John Haddon, rector, and W. Blackburne and Thos Patten, 
churchwardens (Tempest C/iar/ers, K. 2J2}.

By another instrument, dated ist October, 1732, 
the Rector and Churchwardens and principal inhab 
itants of Warrington undertake that the partition 
shall be taken down any time when Francis Mascy 
shall require it, and the chapel put " in statu 
" quo " (Tempest Charters, R. 236).

When the last Mascy of Rixton died in Sept., 
1748, he was buried at Warrington, and his estates, 
by virtue of his will, passed to his kinswomen, the 
three daughters and coheirs of George Meynell of 
Aldbro', co. York. The eldest of these Miss 
Meynells, Elizabeth, being the wife of D'r. Thomas 
Witham, received as her portion of the Mascy 
estates a moiety of the Rixton Manor and the 
Mascy of Rixton Chapel in Warrington Church ; 
all of which she and her husband sold, in 1784, to 
Mr. Thomas Patten of Warrington, ancestor to 
Lord Winmarleigh.

It appears even before the Mascy Chapel was 
pulled down, the purchasers had re-named it, calling 
it after themselves. They were seemingly anxious 
to obliterate any trace of the family who had 
built and owned it for so long ; for the monument 
to the memory of the last Mascy of Rixton was 
removed from the chapel walls about 1830, remain 
ing in the church, in fragments, for some years ; 
and save for the kind care of Mr. J. Paul Rylands, 
who discovered the pieces in the organ loft, it 
would probably have been utterly lost ; a loss 
which would have been doubly deplorable, as not 
only have we restored to us a memento of a family 
so long and intimately connected with Warrington, 
but we have another proof given us of the genero 
sity and thoughtful consideration on the part of 
Mr. William Beamont, of Orford Hall, who has had
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the monument repaired and placed in a position of 
honour and safety upon the walls of the parish 
church of the Mascys of Rixton.

The Mascy or Rixton Chapel was pulled down 
in 1859, to be replaced by a modern structure, 
called the Patten Chapel, after the possessors by 
purchase of the Rixton estates.

The translation of documents in old Eccle 
siastical Latin is due to the kindness of Mr. 
Augustine Watts, M.A. EDITOR.


