
RECENT ROMAN DISCOVERIES IN LANCASHIRE 

AND CHESHIRE.

By the late W. Thompson Watkin.

(Read loth March, 1887.) U-ii-'-JABV.

OINCE reading my last paper on this subject (Nov. i3th, 
O 1884), the discoveries of Roman remains in the two 
counties have not been very extensive, though some of them are 
of considerable interest ; and I now propose to embody informa 
tion brought to light from MSS., &c., hitherto unpublished, as 
well as the actual discoveries of the last two years.

LANCASHIRE.

Here a singular fact has first to be noticed. When 
writing my work on the Roman remains of the county, I stated 
at p. 238, on the authority of Mr. Hardwick in his History 
of Preston, and various newspaper reports, that in 1840, a hoard 
of 400 Roman silver coins, denarii, had been found near the 
landmark at Rossall Point, Fleetwood. They were reported by 
Mr. Hardwick and others to be of the reigns of Vespasian, Titus, 
Domitian, Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Sabina, Antoninus Pius, 
Faustina, Severus, and Caracalla, consequently ranging from 
A.D. 70 to about A.D. 217 ; and they were said to have been in 
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60 Recent Roman Discoveries.

the possession of Sir Hesketh Fleetwood, at Rossall Hall (being 
purchased at the sale of his effects by Alderman Brown of 
Preston), with the exception of about forty, which came into the 
possession of the late Rev. W. Thornber.

I found out immediately before the publication of my book, 
that the hoard owned by Alderman Brown was still in the 
possession of his son, Dr. Brown, but it was too late to give any 
particulars. After the issue of the work, however, Dr. Brown 
presented the coins (401 in number) to the Museum at Preston, 
but very singularly they turn out to be a hoard of an entirely 
different date, ranging from about A.D. 353 to A.D. 408, and are 
of the following emperors : Constantius II., 14 ; Julianus, 28 ; 
Valentinianus I., 15; Valens, 46; Gratianus, 64; Magnus 
Maximus, n; Flavius Victor (son of Maximus), 6; Valen 
tinianus II., 8; Theodosius I., 19 : Eugenius, 14; Arcadius, 113; 
Honorius, 52 ; illegible, i ; fragmentary, 10. This list proves 
the hoard to be the latest in point of date yet found in Lancashire, 
and they were probably concealed in the first decade of the fifth 
century, at the time of the abandonment of Britain by the 
Roman forces. Some of them, especially those of Flavius Victor 
and Eugenius, are very rare. The number (14) of those of the 
latter emperor is particularly noticeable.

Rut the question arises, can this be the hoard described by 
Mr. Hardwick ? In the 6th volume of this Society's Transactions, 
p. 108, Mr. Thornber says, " In the Fleetwood set of coins, 
" Vespasians were not uncommon.'' It is hardly possible that 
both Mr. Hardwick and Mr. Thornber could mistake coins of 
Constantius II. and his successors for those of Vespasian and 
Titus, some three centuries earlier ; and if not, there can be 
but one alternative, i.e., that two hoards were found at the same 
place, one of the Higher, the other of the Lower Empire ; unless 
the hoard presented to the Preston Museum came from some 
other part of the country.

An urn of the Britanno-Roman period, of rude pottery, has 
been found, so I am informed, by Mr. Wilkinson, of Burnley, at 
the upper end of the Swindon valley, in that neighbourhood,
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near to where the Roman forts called " Ringstones Camp " and 
" Twist Castle '' (described at pp. 210, 211 of Roman Lancashire) 
exist. It was about 3 feet beneath the surface, and within a rude 
stone chamber, 18 inches square. The urn contained calcined 
bones, believed to be those of a mother and child, and a bronze 
pin, and was covered by a stone, on which lay a deposit of bones 
and charcoal.

A Roman inscription which refers to the Roman regiment 
which at one time garrisoned Lancaster, the Ala Sdnuiana, or 
second a/a of the Gauls, lias been found during restorations at 
Cliburn Church, Westmorcland. I exhibit a photograph of the 
stone, the inscription on which is rather puzzling, and very 
imperfect, being only a fragment of the original. Sufficient, 
however, remains to shew that the Ala Petriana, together with 
the Ala Sebusiana, restored a bath, Ac., which had collapsed from 
age. VVe cannot gather the date, there being no clue to it.

CHESHIRE.

Turning now to Cheshire, I will first take Chester itself. In 
my last paper I announced that Mr. Frederick Bullin, of Chester, 
who owned the site of the large Roman building discovered in 
White Friars in 1884, had promised me to pull down a stable on 
the opposite side of Bolland's Court, with the view of ascertaining 
whether the Roman building extended in that direction. He 
was proceeding to do so, intending to erect a building of much 
greater elevation and proportions, when he was restrained by an 
injunction obtained in Chancery by a property owner on the 
opposite side of White Friars, on the ground that it would 
interfere with his light. Determined, however, to solve the 
question, Mr. Bullia had excavations made in the floor of the 
building, into which I had the pleasure of descending, and which 
proved that not only the Roman building and street extended 
across the site, but that the church of the destroyed White 
Friars monastery likewise covered the same ground, the layer of 
mediseval glazed tiles, which formed its floor, being found to exist 
above the Roman level, at this side of Bolland's Court as well as
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on the other. The plan which I exhibit, and which has been 
engraved on a small scale for my former paper, shews the results 
obtained.

Amongst various fragments of tiles found there, was one 
which bore the name of " IVLIVS," a drawing of which I exhibit. 
It has probably had two lines of inscription, the upper one 
naming either the zoth legion or one of its auxiliary corps, the 
lower one the name of the maker, of which " IVLIVS " formed 
part. A similar instance occurs at the large Roman station at 
Maryport in Cumberland. A very singular sculptured stone was 
found at the depth of seven feet near the same spot, but so 
much worn that it is almost impossible to make out the figures. 
Some have thought that they resemble the figure of a snake 
being thrust through by a sword, the latter implement being held 
by a human hand and arm. It is only a fragment, but in its 
present state is 24/4 inches wide, and on one side 22^ inches 
high, being broken diagonally from the base of this side nearly 
to the top. Its thickness is i foot.

The extent of frontage of the building which has been 
traced is 54 feet, without termination at either end, but its purpose 
lias not yet been ascertained.

On the toth June, 1886, whilst workmen were engaged in 
excavating for a new gas-holder on the Roodeye, about 50 yards 
distant from the river, they found in a bed of river gravel, which 
was covered by about 20 feet of silt, a number of oaken piles, 
logs of wood, Ac., which seemed to have been the remains of a 
wooden pier, and amongst them were two human skulls, frag 
ments of " Samian" ware and Upchurch pottery, part of a 
layer of concrete, " first brass" coins of Vespasian and Titus 
(with others), and a pig of lead. This latter is 24 inches in 
length at its base, and upon its upper or inscribed surface 
20 inches, in thickness it is 4^2 inches, its breadth at the base 
5 inches, and on the inscribed face 3 inches. The inscription

IMP. VESP. AVG. V. T. IMP. Ill, ::;H:

The letters are i ^ inches in height, with triangular stops, 
and the termination of the inscription (marked by asterisks),
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which has been effaced by the oxidation of a small " lump" of 

lead upon it, has no doubt been, as in other inscriptions, cos ; 

probably the o has been made small and placed within the c. 

Upon the side of the block are the words, DE. CEANGI. 

With the exception that the word AVG' usto) is added in that on 
the principal face, the two inscriptions are identical with that on 
the pig of lead now preserved at Eaton Hall, found about a mile 

from the city in September, 1838, and is of the date A.D. 74, 
when Vespasian tor the fifth time, and Titus for the third time, 

were Consuls ; and the inscriptions read Jmperatare Vespasiano 

Augusta tjiiinto Tilo Impcralure tt'/iiit consulibus and d<: Ceangi\s] 

respectively ; the last one proving that the lead of which it was 
composed was from the territories of the Cfaiigi or Can^i. The 

weight of the pig is iQzlhs. Possibly cither the western side of 
the Roodeye estuary originally extended to the point where the 

pig was found, or the wooden pier, known to have been carried 

westwards from near the Watergate into the estuary, extended 
thus far, though in either case the main channel must have been 
altered. It is a matter th;U will cause much discussion.

In June, 1885, during excavations in Newgate Street, two 
fragments of inscribed tiles were found, bearing the termination 

of inscriptions. One was,  xro ; the other, ---ANTO. There 

can be little doubt but that these are portions of tiles which 

when entire have borne the usual stamp of the twentieth 
legion, with the addition of ANTO for Antoniniana. In fact, in 

the second one, part of the v, standing for Victrix, is visible 

ligulatc with the A. It is the first intimation we have that the 

twentieth legion took the title, though many other corps did so. 

The second k-gion at Caerleon has expressed it upon its tiles in 
a still shorter manner, I.KG. n. AVG. ANT. being all that is given ; 

and the sixth legion at York was equally concise, SEV. and GOR. 
standing respectively for Sci'criana and Gardiana, after the other 

titles of the corps.

In June, 1886, the workmen engaged in making a connecting 
sewer between Black Friars and the intercepting sewer on the 

Roodeye, after having excavated under the walls at the end of
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Black Friars, and a little way up that street, found beneath the 

centre of the roadway, at 13 feet below the present surface, the 
remains of a Roman Hypocaust. It was opposite the house 
occupied by Mrs. Jilackburnc. The plans I exhibit will shew its 

chief features, but the building could only be partially examined, 

the trench cut being only 2 feet 6 inches wide. It was, however, 
satisfactorily ascertained that the external length of the room (for

1 take it to be only a portion of a villa) was 26 feet, and the 

internal length 19 feet 8 inches. The breadth was not ascer- 
tainable. The walls were 2 feet 9 inches to 3 feet thick. Twelve 

of the pillars were found in position, and the remains of others 

could be traced. The former were at the semicircular west 
end of the building, and supported a floor of concrete 6 inches 

thick, which was 5 feet 3 inches in length, terminating in a square 

worked edge. I think this had been covered by a tesselated 

pavement, which lias been destroyed, as in the case of other 
villas, <\v., that at .Medbourne, Leicestershire. The floor on 
which the pillars stood was likewise formed of concrete, and 

each pillar was composed, first of a base tile 16 inches long, 
by i o,1 ^ inches wide, and 2 inches thick ; then seven tiles 
which formed the shaft, each 8 inches square; above these 

were two other tiles forming the cap, the lowest being i foot 
square and i}-? inches thick, the upper one 17 inches square and

2 inches thick, and these were covered by large tiles 2 feet square, 
reaching from pillar to pillar. The pillars were i foot 8 inches 

high, and 14 inches apart.
Near the walls of the building, it was noticed that stone slabs, 

cut exactly of the same shape and dimensions as the tiles, formed 
the pillars. Remains of flue tiies were found, but not in situ. 

The distance from the inside of the city wall to the semicircular 

end of this building is 63 feet, and from the outside 68 feet. No 

Roman work was visible in the city wall when the sewer was cut 
beneath or through it. The floor of the hypocaust is 21 feet 

above the level of the Roodeye, and the soil above is entirely 
" made ground," full of fragments of Roman debris, including 

fragments of tiles and bones, both animal and human. Several
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coins were found, one of silver, and one of Constantine. 
fragment of tile found bore the inscription 

oco. PR

which taken in connection with another fragment found some 
years since at Chester, inscribed

LEG. xx.
z v B L o .

suggests that the reading may be either Sub Loco Pracdii, or Sub 
Loco Prirato, but it is as yet rather premature to pronounce on the 
subject. It cannot, however, be Sub Loco Praetorii, as some of 
my archaeological friends in France have asserted, for the building 
to which it belonged was outside of the cast rum, whilst the 
praetorium would be in the centre of the latter. The discovery 
still further proves what I have frequently asserted, that (unless in 
late Roman times a town wall, and not that of the cast ruin, 
enclosed this portion of the modern city, as at Lincoln) the 
western slope of the hill upon which Chester is built was covered 
by villas and their private cemeteries, which extended to the 
water's edge, i.e., the modern Roodeye.

Another fact which has only recently been made public, is that, 
at Eccleston, near Chester, and close to a large mound (or boton- 
tinus) of the Roman period, there was found at the beginning of 
this century a hoard of 43 silver denarii. They were for a long 
time in the possession of Mr. G. Cuitt (author of a history of 
Chester), and were afterwards owned by the late Mr. W. Ayrton, 
of that city, a well known antiquary. They are still in the 
possession of his widow ; and in August last, by her kindness, I 
had the pleasure of inspecting them, when I found that the 
following emperors and empresses were thus represented :   
Vespasian i, Domitian 2, Nerva i, Trajan 15, Hadrian 6, 
Sabina i, Antoninus Pius 7, Faustina (senior) 3, Marcus Aurelius 5, 
Faustina (junior) 2. As the latest coins are very fresh looking, 
and little worn, I conclude that they were hidden in the great 
insurrection in the reign of Commodus, the successor of Marcus 
Aurelius, who is the latest emperor embraced in the series. I am
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glad to say that the revelation of this " find " was the first result 
of the issue of my Roman Cheshire. A second result is also 
interesting. It arose as follows. At pp. 298-9 of the work I 
record the existence, from the Foote Gower MSS. in the British 
Museum, of a large Roman camp at Hulme \Vallfield, near 
Congleton, perfectly visible in 1725, but destroyed by 1744. 
Mr. Thos. Cooper, late Mayor of Congleton, has given me par 
ticulars of a charter to that town (without date, but which by 
internal evidence must be between 1313 and 1316), by Edw. II., 
in which "the way which leads from Yeyton (or Eaton) Castle" 
is mentioned. As there is no record whatever of any mediaeval 
castle existing at Eaton, nor any remains of it, whilst the place is 
in juxtaposition to what Foote Gower describes as the large 
Roman camp at Hulme Wallfield, there can, I think, be little 
doubt, but that they are one and the same. We have many 
instances of this inversion of terms, f.<j., the earthwork (British) 
in the Broxton Hills is called '' Maiden Castle," and the British 
camp at Bucton is styled " Bucton Castle." The witnesses to 
this charter include Sir Hugh de Audeley, Richard de Fouleshurst 
(Sheriff of Cheshire), Sir Symon Tuschet, William de Venables, 
Richard de Moreton, Handle de Astbury, Richard the Clerk, and 
others.

From vols. 2014, 2084, and 2111 of the Harleian MSS. I have 
found that in the reign of Charles I. a Roman Hypocaust, evi 
dently belonging to a villa, was discovered in the grounds of Mr. 
Crewe, of Crewe, near Farndon. It was 12 feet square, and 5 feet 
beneath the surface. Its pillars seem to have been composed of 
flue tiles entirely, probably, as in other cases, filled with mortar, 
and the large tiles of the roof bore the well-known stamp of the 
twentieth legion (LEG. xx. v.v.) (Sec Roman Cheshire, p. 306.)

Additional evidence as to the existence of a Roman station at 
Sto(k[>ort has also been forthcoming, by the publication of Dr. 
Stukeley's Diaries (Surtees' Society's publications, vol. 76, p. 53), 
where it is said: "January, 1750-1. Mr. Peel, an officer of 
"Excise, sent me a corn of Ilonorius, taken up on removal of 
" some rubbish at Stockport on the Mersey, in Cheshire. Rev. 
" A garland, vox."
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In March, 1886, whilst ''breaking a clod '' in a field, close to 
"Peck Mil!" between Alvanley ami 1 Hinham-on-the-IIill, a fine 

gold coin of Xero and a jewelled ring were found. The latter 
has disappeared, but the former is in the possession of Mr. 
Humphreys, a resident in the neighbourhood, who recently sent 

it for my inspection. It has: Ohrcne, Head of the emperor to 

the right NM:KO CAF.SAR AVCVSTVS : Itircrsc, lupiter seated to 

the left, holding a thunderbolt in the right hand, a sceptre in the 
left, with the legend. IVITITF.R cvsros. [The two l''s in the word 
Jupiter frequently occur in this type of coin. ] The coin is a very 

well preserved one, and weighs i 13 grains, being the same weight 
as the fine gold anrcus of Viteilius found at \Vigan. now preserved 
in this Society's cases at the Maver Museum, Liverpool.

In opening the ground for laying the line of pipes for the new 

Vyrnwy water supply, at /''.ii/i»i, near Tarpurley, fragments of 
Roman tiles, mortar with the usual pounded tile in it, and a first 
brass coin of Marcus Aurelius were lound. about twelve months 

since. The coin was sent for my inspection. It i> highly pati- 

nated. and has: Ol'rcnc, M. AVI;. ANTOMNVS IK. p. ins, head of 
emperor to right . J\e~cfrsf, VOTA. soi.. HKCFNN. n., a figure 

sacrificing at an altar, between the letters s. c. It is in tile pos 

session of a Mr. Fotiicrby, in the neighbourhood. The site has 
probably been that of a Roman villa, only ju:-t touched upon by 

the excavators.
Lastly. I have again to refer to the ten Roman coins, ranging 

from the time of Augustus to that of (Jonslanline JI., found at 
Aston, near Hallon. and described by me at a recent meeting of 

the Society.


