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FOREIGN QUARTERINGS IN LANCASHIRE 

SHIELDS.

By the Rei\ Andrew E. P. Gray, M.A., Rector of IVallascy.

(Read 24th February, 1887.)

THE ennobled families of England are, for the most part, 
thoroughly English, and very few drops of foreign blood 

flow in their veins. Some, however, of the marriages of our 
princes in days long gone by have transmitted to their representa 
tives amongst the nobility and gentry of to-day foreign quarterings 
not unworthy to be placed side by side with the Lilies and Lions 
of the Plantagenets. Thus Isabel, wife of Edmund Duke of 
York, (a younger son of Edward III., and great grandfather of 
Edward IV.,) was co-heir of Peter the Cruel, King of Castile 
and Leon, who was the descendant (in the fifth generation) of 
S. Ferdinand King of Castile and his wife Beatrice, the daughter 
and co-heir of Philip of Hohenstaufen, Emperor-elect, and Irene, 
who was heir to the claims of her father the Byzantine Emperor 
Isaac II. (Angelos-Komnenos) : all the numerous representatives 
of the House of York can therefore quarter the castle and lion 
of Castile and Leon, the three lions of Ilohcnstaufen, and the 
black and golden eagles of the western and eastern Empires. 
Some of the families, who claim these royal and imperial quarter- 
ings, are connected with Lancashire, but royal descents have been 
so much brought forward of late that we need not trace these 
families in this paper. Some genealogists appear to think it all- 
important to trace descents from any royalty, as though the rank 
of our forefathers were more to be thought of than the worth : 
those, who have in their veins the blood of the House of York,
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2 Foreign Quartering* in Lancashire Shields.

can not be proud of all their kingly ancestors, but may point 
with complacency to the corner of their shield, where the black 
lions of Hohenstaufen look the spectator full in the face, for 
Philip, the Emperor-elect, who has been already mentioned, was 
a son of one of the noblest in the long list of Caesars, Frederick 
Barbarossa.

Passing by these quarterings, the course of which down to the 
present time may be traced with little difficulty by any one 
interested in the subject, \ve will turn our attention to a marriage 
(which took place about the year 1437) between an English 
commoner and a duchess, who, though her title was English, was 
a foreigner. We ought indeed to confess that the marriage was 
" a runaway match," and the happy husband, Sir Richard 
Wydvile, was fined ^1000 for his elopement with Jacquetta of 
Luxemburg (for that was the lady's name), the widow of his late 
commander, John Duke of Bedford, brother to Henry V. Sir 
Richard was afterwards restored to royal favour, made a Knight 
of the Garter, and advanced to the dignity of Earl Rivers; his 
daughter became Queen of England, and his kinsfolk presumed 
to rival the Nevills, whose power at that time almost or quite 
overshadowed the Plantagenets ; this rivalry brought poor Lord 
Rivers to the block, and left Jacquetta a widow for the second 
time. Genealogists, interested, in Lancashire families, may well 
be grateful to Sir Richard for aspiring to the hand of Jacquetta 
of Luxemburg, for the shield that she (being her father's heir) 
passed on to her children, consisted of twelve illustrious quarter- 
ings, which now find a place in the "achievements" of four 
families closely connected with this county, viz., 

1. Grey, Earl of Stamford (and, until 1882, of Warrington);
2. Egerton, Earl of Ellesiuere;
3. Woodcock, of Newburgh and Wigan ;
4. Stanley, Earl of Derby.

Of these four families, the first is not resident within the county, 
but holds land in it, and may therefore be reckoned as a Lanca 
shire family for the purposes of this paper; the second has been 
identified for some generations with the development of the
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industries of the county: the third is a cadet branch of the 
Woodcocks, of Cuerden Green, in the parish of Leyland, whose 
land passed in the direct male line from the reign of Henry III. 
to the end of the last century, when an heiress transmitted it to 
the Winstanleys (now of Chaigeley Manor, near Clitheroe), by 
whom it was sold : of the fourth, the Stanleys, it is as needless 
to give any further description, as it was unnecessary for Moses 
to define the fourth branch of the River of Paradise, any more 
than by stating its well-known name.

Jacquetta's twelve quarterings are these : 
1. Luxemburg (Counts of S. Pol). Argent, a lion rampant 

with the tail nowed Gules, armed and crowned Or, 
langued Azure, a label of three points of the last.

2. Chatillon (Counts of S. Pol). Gules, 3 pales Vair, on a chief 
Or a label of five points Azure.

3. Brienne (Counts of Jaffa, &c.) Azure, semee of billets and 
a lion rampant Or.

4. Sicily. (The present writer is ignorant of the arms of the 
Norman kings of Sicily; the black eagle was not used 
till the days of the Huhenstaufen. Some Crusading 
kinsmen of the Norman kings bore plain " Gules," but 
he does not know whether this simple shield was 
adopted by the royal branch of the family.)

5. Lusignan (Kings of Cyprus). Barry of ten Argent and 
Azure, a lion rampant with the tail fourche'e Gules, 
armed and crowned Or, langued of the second.

6. Champagne. Azure, a bend Argent, double cotiscd Or.

7. Jerusalem. Argent, a cross potent between four crosslets Or. 
(This "false heraldry" of metal upon metal was de 
liberately allowed in the one case of the arms of the 
Sacred City.)

8. Kotnnenos (Emperors at Constantinople). Gules, a double- 
headed eagle displayed, crowned, Or, in chief a conse 
crated wafer duly marked Argent. (This is the famous 
Srai'patTo's of the Eastern Empire.)
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9. De la Roche (Dukes of Athens). Gules, a cross Ermine, 
the centre voided of the field.

10. De Baux (Dukes of Andria). Gules, a star of sixteen rays 
Argent.

11. Orsini (of Rome). Bendy of six Argent and Gules, a fess 
Or, on a chief of the first, a rose of the second.

12. Luxemburg. As No i.
It will be best for us to prove Jacquetta's right to these 

quarterings, (treating the shield synthetically rather than analyti 
cally,) and then to go on to trace the claims of Greys, Egertons, 
Woodcocks, and Stanleys to a place amongst her representatives.

I. :' :John Komnenos, perhaps the greatest and best of the 
Emperors of the East, was the eldest son of the well-known 
Emperor Alexis I., and reigned from 1118 to 1143 : his goodness 
has been handed down in the composition of the name by which 
he is commonly known, just in the same way as the greatness of 
the restorer of the Western Empire has formed a permanent 
addition to his name ; as the latter is in France called Charle 
magne, i.e., Charles the Great, so the former is known in the east 
as Kalojoannes, i.e., John the Good. His grandson John, who, 
though not emperor, was the head of the House of Komnenos, 
left two or three daughters as his co-heirs, who transmitted to 
various families in the west a right to bear on their shields the 
golden eagle of the Eastern Empire. Sir B. Burke in his Peerage 
traces the descent of Charlotte de la Tremouille, wife of the great 
Earl of Derby, from the Emperor Alexis Komnenos through a 
line which gave to her children no claim to representation, and 
no right to quarter the imperial eagle ; but there is no mention of 
the fact that her husband was descended from the same Alexis 
Komnenos, and was even entitled to place that emperor's arms 
on his shield. It ought perhaps to be here mentioned that the 
description given above of the arms of the Byzantine emperors 
is taken from an article on the subject in the Greek periodical 
'Ecj-Ti'u, published at Athens, where it is stated that the Komnenian

* 1 he writer desires to record his iir.ititudc: for the mvalu.ihlc help that he has received 
from his friend, Miss McPhcrson, of the Lodge, Lilundcllpands, in tracing the ancestry, and 
marshalling the achievement, of Jacquetta of Luxemburg
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Caesars were the first to double the eagle's head; other writers 
speak of " campo vermiglio e aquila dioro."

Maria Komnena, one of the daughters and co-heirs of the 
last mentioned John, the head of that highly gifted race, 
married in 1164 (and not in 1167,35 Ducrange says), Amauri, 
King of Jerusalem, the half-brother of Geoffrey Plantagenet, who 
was father of our Henry II. Isabel, the only child of King 
Amauri and the Komnenian princess, was married three times, 
her third husband being Henry, Count of Champagne, jure uxoris 
King of Jerusalem. Alice, the heir of Henry and Isabel, married 
Hugh de Lusignan, King of Cyprus, who also styled himself 
King of Jerusalem. When his grandson, Hugh II., died child 
less in 1253, the representation of the family was carried on by 
the issue of the daughters of Hugh I., of whom the younger, 
Mary ("a wondrous good lady,'' according to dc Joinville), 
married Walter de Brienne, Count of Jaffa, who was taken 
prisoner by the Saracens and murdered by them in 1245, because 
he refused to give up Jaffa for his ransom. He was the son of 
Walter Count de Brienne aiid Mary the daughter and heir of 
Tancred, King of Sicily ; and his uncle, John de Brienne, King 
of Jerusalem and eventually Emperor at Constantinople, was one 
of the heroes of the thirteenth century, and is well known to all 
readers of the history of that period. It would be interesting to 
linger over the details of the history of the great Crusading 
families of Lusignan and de Brienne, but this paper is genealogical 
and not historical, and must keep itself within bounds, lest our 
brook (like that of the Son of Sirach) should become a river, and 
our river become a sea. We must pass on, therefore, and merely 
mention that Hugh de Brienne, the son of Walter Count of Jaffa 
and Mary de Lusignan, married Isabel de la Roche, the heiress 
of the Dukes of Athens of that name a dynasty that will not 
have been forgotten by readers of Gibbon. Walter, Duke of 
Athens, the son of Hugh and Isabel, was killed by the Catalans 
in 1311, leaving a son Walter (who was killed at the Battle of 
Poitiers and left no issue), and a daughter Isabel, who married 
Walter d'Enghien. Their son Louis, titular Duke of Athens,
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left a daughter and heir, Margaret, who married John of Luxem 
burg, grandson of Guy of Luxemburg and Matilda, the heiress 
of the Chatillons, Counts of S. Pol. Peter, Count of S. Pol, the 
son and heir of John of Luxemburg, became the husband of 
Margaret, the daughter (and eventually the heir) of Francis de 
liaux, Duke of Andria. The House of Baux was a very ancient 
and powerful family in Provence, and claimed descent from the 
Haiti, the kingly race of the Visigoths : one branch of it held the 
Principality of Orange till 1393, and from it all the later princes of 
Orange were descended; the other branch (which was the elder line 
of th 2 family) held the Duchy of Andria till the fifteenth century. 
The mother of Margaret dc Baux was Justine Orsini, an heiress of 
the Roman family of that name. At the head of the nobility of 
the Eternal City stood for centuries the great houses of Orsini 
and Colonna. rivals in power and equals in renown, the latter 
devoted to the interests of the empire, the former ever faithful to 
the Papacy : indeed three of its members have sat in the Chair of 
S. Peter, vi/., ('destine III. (1191-11981, Nicholas III. (1277- 
1280), and Benedict XIII. (1724-1730). Even cursory students 
of Italian history know something of the Orsini, and the race, 
that fortified the ruined theatre of Marcellus as their chief 
stronghold, and that commenced the building of the Vatican, 
still flourishes in Rome, where its head lias the rank and preroga 
tives of a foreign prince, whilst he claims the title of "cousin of 
" the king" at three of the courts of Europe. But we may not 
trace the history of the houses of de Baux and Orsini any more 
than that of the Lusignans and de Briennes. Jacquetta of 
Luxemburg was the daughter and heir of Peter, Count of S. Pol, 
by Margaret de Baux, and thus passed on to her representatives 
the twelve quarterings of which we have spoken.

II. It therefore only remains to prove the right of the Lanca 
shire families already mentioned to a place amongst Jacquetta's 
representatives. She left five sons (all of whom died without 
issue), and seven daughters, her co-heirs.

i. The eldest of these, Eli/abcth Wydvile, married twice; her 
first husband was Sir John Grey, of Groby, a member of a great
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family which rose to eminence at the beginning of the i3th 
century and for a moment touched the Throne itself 300 years 
later. There was a Parliament in the reign of Henry VII. to 
which some forty lay Peers were summoned, and out of this 
number five were Greys, viz., Thomas, Marquis of Dorset (son of 
Sir John); George, Earl of Kent; Reginald, Lord Grey of Wilton : 
Henry, Lord Grey of Codnor; and Edward, Viscount Lisle (a 
younger brother oi Sir John). Sir John Grey left by his wife 
Elizabeth, the eldest co-heir of Jacquetta of Luxemburg, a son, 
Thomas Grey, K.G., the already mentioned Marquis of Dorset ; 
whose son, the second Marquis, had with other issue four sons ; 
of these four, the eldest, Henry, was created Duke of Suffolk, 
and was the father of Lady Jane Grey ; he and his two next 
brothers, Thomas and Leonard, were beheaded in those troublous 
Tudor times, but the youngest, John, died quietly in 1564, leaving 
an only son, who was created by James I. Lord Grey of Groby, 
and whose grandson was advanced by Charles I. to the Earldom 
of Stamford. The great-grandson of the first Lord Stamford 
married, in 1736, Lady Mary Booth, daughter and heir of George, 
Earl of Warrington, and thus began the connection between the 
Greys and Lancashire, which has now lasted for 150 years. There 
were three sons of this marriage ; the eldest was created Earl of 
Warrington, but this title expired in 1882 ; and the present head 
of this ancient House is descended from John, the youngest son 
of the marriage that brought the Greys into the list of Lancashire 
freeholders.

2. Sir John Grey was killed (at the early age of 25) at the 
battle of St. Albans, 1460, and his widow Elizabeth, Jacquetta's 
co-heir, afterwards became the wife of King Edward IV., as all 
readers of Shakespere will remember. The right of the Egertons, 
Earls of Ellesmere, to quarter the arms of Edward IV. is well 
known, and is sufficiently traced in the " Royal Lineage " of 
Burke's Peerage. They are a brnnch of the ducal house of 
Leveson Gower, and took the name of Egerton in 1833 : their 
right to represent Edward IV. is derived from marriages with 
the heiresses of the houses of Egerton, Stanley, Clifford, Brandon,
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and Tudor, and so back to Henry VII. and his wife Elizabeth, 

Edward IV.'s heir.

3. We have seen that the Greys and the Egertons represent 
the two marriages of Elizabeth, Jacquetta's eldest co-heir. The 
Woodcocks of Newburgh and Wigan claim Jacquetta's quarter- 
ings through their descent from Anne, her third daughter, who 
married William Ijourchier, eldest son of the Earl of Essex (a 
title that had descended to the Bourchiers from the great family 
of de Bohun). Cicely Bourchier, eventually the sole heir of this 
marriage, became the wife of John Dcvereux, Lord Ferrers, one 
of the representatives of the Palatine Earls of Chester. Barbara, 
the co-heir of Sir William Devereux, Lord Ferrers' grandson, 
married Sir Edward Hastings of Leicester Abbey, one of that 
house, which must be ranked in the forefront of English families, 
whether we regard the antiquity of its descent or the greatness of 
its deeds : moreover its heraldic achievement* could scarcely be 
surpassed, for on Sir Edward's Shield the Hastings sleeve was 
followed by the red balls of Courtenay, the intermingled black 
and gold of Pole, the many quarterings (noble, royal, and im 
perial I accumulated by the House of York, the silver saltire of 
N'evill, the red cross of Bigod, and many another historic "Coat." 
Walter Hastings, the great-grandson of Sir Edward, left two 
daughters co-heirs, one of whom, Jane, married, in 1706, Edward 
Holme, of Holland House, near Wigan ; their grandson, another 
Edward Holme (who through his mother was a representative of 
the knightly house of Legh of Lyme) left three sons and four 
daughters, but all of these died childless, with the exception of 
Elizabeth, who passed on Jacquetta's quarterings with a multitude 
of others to her sons and their children, by her marriage, in 1799,

  Sir Edward Hastings' Shield may lie thus marshalled : Quarterly of 30, viz.. i, Hastings 
-2, Hungerfurd ; \, Courtenay ; 4, Devon ; 5, Meols ; 6, Botreaux ; 7, 1'ole ; 8 Plantagene 
lClarer.ce) ; o, Provence; 10, Castile and I.eon ; u, Hohenstaufen ; 12, ' 
13, Mortimer; 14, Plantagenet (Clarence) am km ; ii.de llurgh ; 16, I.acy 
18, Jlonlacnte ; 19. Monthenner ; -'o, Holland; _ !, Xourhc: ;;, Qiiinci ; 2 
24, Plantagent-t llvem); 25, Wake ; jh, litauchainp ; . ;. W.mvick ; 28, ij 
Spencer; 30, Clare. Itarbara, Sir Kdward's wifu added the following ijtlar -... -. ,.. 
Hastings' achievement : I, I>evereu.\ ; 2, Ferrers ; ^ Kerrers undent) ; 4, Chester 
5, Ilonrchier ; 6, Planlagenet (llonceNter) : 7. II >hiin : 8, Mandeville ' 9, Braose ; 10, Mar 
shall ; n, Clare (P.en<broke); i.', HadleMtiere ; i <, U \ d\'ile ; 14, Luxemburg ; 15, Chatillon 
i^, Hrienne ; 17, Sicily ; 18. Lusignan ; 19, Champagne ; 2-.', Jerusalem ; 21, Komnenos 
22, de la Koche ; 23, de Baux ; 24. Orsini,

he Empire 
17, Nevill 
Lfeaumont 
;od ; 29, de 
erings to the
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with Thomas Woodcock, banker, of Newburgh House, in the 
parish of Ormskirk, and of Bank House, Wigan.

4. The Stanleys have for centuries been acknowledged as 
pre-eminent amongst Lancashire families. They added the 
Luxemburg quarterings to their already famous " Harts' Heads," 
when George Stanley, who was so near losing his head on the 
eve of the battle of Bosworlh, married Joan, the heir of Lord 
Strange and Jacquetta, the fourth daughter and co-heir of Jac- 
quetta of Luxemburg. George Stanley, who thus became Lord 
Strange, was the son of the first Earl of Derby, and left (with 
other issue) two sons, of whom the elder was the forefather of 
the next nine Earls of Derby, and is now represented by the 
Duke of Athol, whilst the younger was the founder of the cadet 
branch of the family which inherited the Earldom, on the extinc 
tion of the male line of the elder branch in 1736, and from which 
the present Lord Derby is descended.

These descents are shortly given (especially in the cases of the 
better known families), for it would be out of place to set down 
in a concise article, as this must of necessity be, every step in 
such long genealogies. As it is, the paper appears to consist too 
much of mere strings of names : the purpose, however, with 
which it was begun has now been accomplished, and it has esta 
blished the right of four Lancashire families to place in their 
shields some foreign coats of arms, of which even a Grey, a 
Hastings, or a Stanley may be proud.

NOTE. Sir Gilbert Dethick, Garter King-of-Arms in Elizabeth's 
reign, mentions the following quarterings in the Stanley Shield :  
Luxemburg, Chatillon, Lusignan, de Baux, and Orsini. Jacquetta's 
claim to represent the Kings of Cyprus and the Dukes of Athens 
is concisely given by the Bishop of Chester in his Lectures on 
Mediaval and Modern History, p. 205. The historical reader 
will not have forgotten the 6and and 691(1 chapters of Gibbon's 
Decline and Fall, in which he gives a certain amount of informa 
tion about the de la Roches, the de Briennes, and the Orsini;
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there are three great branches of this last family still extant, viz., 
the Dukes of Gravina at Rome, the Counts d'Orbassan at 
Florence, and the Princes of Rosenberg in Carinthia. A very 
complete pedigree of the Komnenoi is given in Smith's Dictionary 
of Greek and Roman Biography. The ancestry of the de Baux 
may be traced in Moreri's Dictionnaire Historique. Any good 
genealogical account of the families of Grey, Egerton, Hastings, 
and Stanley, will verify the statements made above as to the 
descendants of Jacquetta's co-heirs; Jane Hastings' descent was 
fully proved, when the male heir of her father's younger brother 
successfully claimed the Earldom of Huntingdon in 1819.



ERRATA.

A careful study of Moreri's great work shews that the writer 

of " Foreign Quarterings in Lancashire Shields ?'* has been misled 

by Dethick, Queen Elizabeth's "Garter King of Arms." Jac- 

quetta's descent from the families na'ned is established, as is the 

descent from her of the Greys, Eg^rtons, Woodcocks, and 

Stanleys : but she was not her father's heir, for her brother's son 

continued the male line of the ifouse of Luxemburg : her de 

scendants, therefore, have no claiJi to use her achievement. 

Dethick is also wrong in making the r other of Margaret de Baux 

an heiress ; her name was Sueve (iPt Justine, as stated in the 

text), and she was the daughter (but !ot the heir) of Nicholas 

Orsini, Count of Nola, whose grandm'Uier Anastasia was a 

granddaughter (and the representative) of^^wi de Montfort, 

Earl of Leicester. ^^^K

It might also be added that a tract, published at Aujburg in 

1605, and called " Regum Neapolitanorum vita et "ffigies, 

" auctore E.G.," which is now in the Bodleian Library, gives th 

arms of the Norman kings of Sicily as " Argent, two bendlets 

"cheeky, Azure and of the field." This has been followed in 

the engraving, for which the writer desires to take this opportunity 

of thanking his friend, Mr. \V. C. A. Pritt. A. E. P. G.
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