
THE MOCK CORPORATION OF SEPHTON. 

PART T.

By the Rev. Engelbert Horley, M.A.

(Read February loth, 1881.)

mention of Mock Corporations in the local histories of 
1 this country is by no means uncommon. The records of 

the past and the memories of persons still living bear ample 
testimony to their existence. In the 3rd volume of this Society's 
publications, a laughable account is given of the Election of a 
Mock Mayor at Newcastle-under-Lyne, with a quaint illustration, 
shewing the way in which this farce was observed so late as the 
year 1833. The custom in this instance originated in the deter 
mination of the people not to be defrauded by the corporate 
body of an ancient right. A charter had been granted by 
Henry II., and confirmed by Queen Elizabeth, by which the 
burgesses of the town were entitled annually to elect a Mayor; 
but soon after the date of its confirmation (1590), this charter 
was invaded and usurped by the members of the Corporation, 
whereupon the people, by way of asserting their ancient liberty, 
proceeded once a year to elect a Mock Mayor. The ceremony 
was accompanied with all kinds of buffoonery, and often with a 
spice of bitterness ; and the whole day was given up to feasting 
and rioting.

Another Mock Corporation, deserving a passing notice, is 
that of Walton-le-Dale, near Preston. This was, however, at first 
a Jacobite Club, established in 1701, by the Duke of Norfolk, 
the Earl of Derwentwater, Sir T. Sherburne, Sir W. Pennington, 
and others, for political purposes, under the designation of 
" The Mayor and Corporation of the Ancient Borough of Walton." 
But its existence as a political institution was of short duration. 
The surrender of Preston to General Carpenter in the rebellion
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of 1715, and the subsequent death of some of its chief members, 
and the dispersion of others, put an end to its proceedings. Still, 
it continued to exist as a Mock Corporation, with many whimsical 
ceremonies, till the year 1800. Dr. Whitaker (in Hist. Richmond- 
shire) observes that down to the year 1766 its meetings were 
respectable ; after that date " it fell into the hands of inferior 
" tradesmen, who continued to assemble with some of the old 
" formalities, but with neither the danger nor the dignity of their 
" predecessors." These meetings were held at a small public 
house, now called the " Unicorn."

The Mock Corporation of Sephton differed from the last- 
named club, at least in its institution, in that it was of a purely 
social character. It appears to have been established by Liver 
pool gentlemen, merchants and others, for the purpose of social 
intercourse with one another on the Sabbath day. Probably after 
the toil and bustle of the week they longed for a quiet day in the 
country; not without the soothing influences of religion, for it is 
gratifying to note in the early records of this Corporation that it 
was the custom of its members to attend church twice a day. 
Why they fixed upon Sephton for the place of their retirement 
from the busy world does not appear. It may be the seclusion 
of the spot invited them ; or, as I would gladly believe, the 
beauty of the old Parish Church, which they constantly style 
" The Cathedrall," had a charm for them. Or, perhaps some 
tradition of the past turned their steps in this direction ; some 
recollection of the bowling clubs of former days, for which we 
have recently been told Sephton and its neighbourhood were once 
famous. It has even been suggested that the pleasures of the 
table formed no slight attraction, and that the prospect of a good 
dinner at Nelly Barker's, who was the hostess at this time of the 
" Punch Bowl Inn," and who was in her way no mean artiste in 
culinary matters, strongly determined their choice. However, 
be this as it may, hither they repaired, Sunday after Sunday, as 
often as the day came round and the weather permitted, in 
numbers more or less, some on horseback, some in gig or carriage, 
(not by boat, for the Leeds and Liverpool Packet did not sail on
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Sundays,) and some, who lived within walking distance, on foot. 
Here they were to be found, enjoying their early dinner and their 
visit to church " in form," and their glass of wine after church ;  
drinking on the Mace ; proposing His Majesty's health and that 
of the Lady Patroness ; filling bumpers to the gallant admirals 
and seamen of the fleets, whose naval victories filled them with 
unfeigned delight; electing their Mayor, and conferring mock 
titles upon one another; talking politics or making bets on a 
favourite horse, or a main of cocks ; listening to an account of 
the battle of Minden, or to a strange company of Psalm singers, 
attended by a band of music. Here they were to be found, to 
use their own expression, frequently repeated, "spending the 
" afternoon with the usual festivity, and closing the day with the 
" utmost harmony."

The earliest date, in connection with the origin of this Mock 
Corporation that I have been able to discover, is found upon a 
Mace still preserved at the " Punch Bowl Inn." It is attached 
to the following inscription "The gift of F. Cust Esq., 1764." 
This is painted on one side of the head or bowl of the Mace, 
and on the opposite side is the representation of a wild boar, 
with the motto underneath of " Vivimus," or it may be " Dum 
" viviiiius," but it is difficult to say which, owing to the obliteration 
of the characters. Whether this is intended for the crest and 
motto of the giver, or for a convivial picture, with its ban mot, I 
am unable to tell. In the latter case it may have been " Dum 
" vivimus vivamus." After this date there is no account of the 
Corporation till the year 1771, when the existing records begin. 
These are contained in two books of unequal size and interest. 
The first, commencing with the year 1771, and extending to the 
year 1786, is a small narrow book, resembling an account book ; 
and contains chiefly a list of members who attended the meetings 
of the Corporation during this period, with very few remarks 
upon their proceedings. There are, however, one or two records 
worthy of notice. The second book, though of the same shape, 
is much larger and thicker, being evidently intended for a fuller 
report of the meetings. From these books it appears that the 
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meetings of the Corporation were held from the year 1771 to 
1783 exclusively at Sephton, in a room which received the high- 
sounding title of the " Mansion House." It was part of the old 
" Church Inn," which is now divided into two poor mean-looking 
thatched cottages, one of which still retains the chimney piece of 
the original chamber. After 1783, chiefly on account of the 
inclemency of the weather during the winter, the meetings were 
held partly at Sephton and partly at Bootle : at Sephton during 
the summer months, at Bootle during the winter months, from 
the first Sunday after the iSth of October to the middle of May. 
The place of meeting at Bootle was called the " Bootle Coffee 
House," traces of which, I believe, are still to be seen ; but its 
name is chiefly preserved by the canal bridge, which was built 
close to it about 1773-4 (?), and which bears the name of 
" Coffee House Bridge." It is close to the present railway 
station.

The constitution of this Corporation was very similar to that of 
all Corporations, mock or otherwise. It was composed of a 
Mayor, two Bailiffs, a Recorder, a Town Clerk, a certain number 
of Aldermen and Common Council Men, a Sword and Mace- 
bearer, a Bellman, together with a number of Free Burgesses. 
The Mayor and Bailiffs (the Mayor's Bailiff and the Town's 
Bailiff) were elected annually on St. Luke's Day, the i8th 
October the ancient day of electing the Mayor of Liverpool till 
the year 1836, and probably in imitation of it ; and on the same 
day, or the Sunday following, the other members, with a few 
exceptions, Aldermen, Common Council Men, and Free Bur 
gesses, in addition to the sober titles by which they were known, 
had some mock office or other conferred upon them, or were 
reinstated in those they formerly enjoyed. Thus it happened 
that nearly every member bore some whimsical title. Very often 
this was borrowed from the business or profession to which he 
belonged. Sometimes it was far from flattering. In accordance 
with this rule, every new member on his admission into this 
Society and one or more were admitted nearly every Sunday  
received at the time, or on the Sunday following, at the dictation
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of the members then in council assembled, a mock distinction. 
Another custom connected with the admission of members was 
drinking on the mace. The aspiring candidate had to take 
" the oath," and then drain the mace, if possible at a breath, 
airvtvori, as the Greeks expressed it, at a wind, or at one tip, (i.e. 
of the mace), as the records describe it. For this purpose one 
of the smaller maces had a movable top, which being taken off, 
revealed a hollow space in the shape of a cup, containing about 
half a pint. Sometimes the draught, which was of punch, wine, 
ale, or porter, according to ihe taste of the member elect, is spoken 
of as being a pint, and sometimes half a pint. The mace already 
mentioned could never have contained more than the latter 
quantity; but a measure of larger capacity must have been used 
on occasions, and I have been informed that at a later, and I may 
add, more degenerate, period in the history of this Corporation, 
a large glass goblet was substituted for the mace, which contained 
at the very least a pint. Much merriment was caused by the 
way in which the different candidates accomplished this feat, 
especially when, not content with two, they made three or even 
four " bites of a cherry." Another custom that was observed on 
the day of the Mayor's election, or the Sunday following, was the 
appointment of a Lady Patroness for the ensuing year. This 
was determined by competition, the members present bidding so 
much wine (sometimes many dozens) for the privilege of nomi 
nating the lady. Towards the close of these records this practice 
was abandoned, it being deemed rather below the dignity of the 
Corporation to have their Lady Patroness put up to auction, and 
knocked down to the highest bidder; and the nomination in 
future was left to the Mayor.

Before I proceed to read any extracts from the Records, it may 
not be out of place, nor devoid of interest, if I give, by way of 
further introduction, a list of Mayors, Lady Patronesses, mock 
titles, and also an illustration or two of the custom of drinking 
on the mace. The names of the Mayors have been gathered 
not only from the Records, but from the desks of the pew which 
the members of the Corporation were wont to occupy in Sephton 
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Church. This pew is still to be seen, in much the same condition 
as it was one hundred years ago, with its three rows of seats for 
the Burgesses and a separate square box for the Mayor. In some 
cases the names are deeply engraved, in others lightly traced in 
lead, though still quite legible.

1780. Joseph Ward Esq. .................. Mayor (pew.)
1784. Thos. Holland Esq., or

Right Hon. Lord Holland ...... do. do.
1785. Sam. Cheshyre Esq. ............... do.
1786. Edw. Banner Esq. .................. do.
1787. Thos. Payne Esq. .................: do.
1788. Wm. Henry Lickbarrow Esq. ... do.
1789. John Stanton Esq. .................. do.
1790. Wm. Neilson Esq. .................. do.
1791. John Stanton Esq. .................. do.
1792. W. J. Calcott Esq. ................. do.
1793. Wm. Unsworth Esq. ............... do.
1794. W. J. Calcott Esq. .................. do.
1795. James Astley Esq. .................. do.
1796. Thos. Newsham Esq................ do. Feb. 7th
    Wm. Hadkinson Esq................ do.
1797. Elijah Cobham Esq. ............... do.
1798. Thos. Woodward Esq. ............ do.
1801. W. B. Lill Esq. ..................... do. (pew.)
1804.   Bridge Esq. .................. ? do.
1806. R. Fotheringham Esq. ............ ? do.
1809. T. Armstrong Esq. .................. ? do.
No date. Jas. Oakes Esq. .................. do. do.
No date. John Mills Esq. ............... ? do.

The list of Lady Patronesses is as follows : 
1785. Miss Proctor.
1787. Miss Jackson.
1788. Miss Backhouse, of Everton.
1789. Miss Rothwell, of Sephton.
1790. Miss Fanny Woodville.
1791. Miss Frances Backhouse, of Everton.
1792. Miss Atherton.
1793. Miss Lawson.
1794. Miss Margaret Backhouse, of Everton.
1795. Miss Matilda Woodville.
1796. Miss Martha Pickering.
1797. Miss Backhouse.
   Miss Betsey Clegge.
1798. Miss Staniforth.
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MOCK TITLES.

Alderman Whalley............ Master of Harriers.
Mr. Alex. Wotherspoon...... An African Committee Man.
Mr. Thos. Newsham ......... Punch Maker.
Mr. Edw. Newsham .. ...... Attorney General.
Mr. \Villiames.................. Master of the Dramatis Personae.
Mr. Gaskell .................. Commissioner to the Hackney

Coaches. 
Mr. Wm. Doughty............ Pedestrian Ambassador to the Court

of Russia. 
Mr. Hans Dumpe ............ Translatorof the Oriental Languages
Mr. Chas. Wilson ............ Governor of the Tantum Quarry on

the Gold Coast. 
Mr. J. C. H. Garbers......... Imperial German Ambassador.
Mr. Edw. Banner ............ Ranger of the Forests.
Mr, Astley ................. ... Master of Fox Hounds.
Mr. John Stanton ............ Contractor for Gunpowder.
Mr. A. Molineux ............ Braizer and Tinker General.
Mr. Ogden ..................... Poet Laureate.
Mr. McLean .................. Butter Weigher.
Mr. Richardson ............... Window Peeper.
Mr. Westmacott........ ...... Statuary.
Mr. Chas. Eyes ............... Architect.
Mr. Cobham Richardson ... Inspector of the Coney Warren. 
Mr. Sam. Patten............... One of the Clerks of the Court of

Conscience. 
Mr. Thompson ............... Chafe-wax.
Mr. Alex. Pigott............... Admiral of the North Seas.
Mr. George Bevan............ Chief Justice in Eyre.
Mr. W. T. Christian ......... Master of the Revels.
Mr. Lodge ..................... American Consul.
Mr. Heblethwaite ............ Prince of Anamaboe, or Palaver

Settler. 
Mr. Matthews.................. Hooper, Cooper, and Powder Keg

Maker.

These are a few taken from a large number, the list of members 
mentioned in these Records amounting to more than 300, nearly 
200 of which appear in Gore's Directory of 1791, as Liverpool 
gentlemen, merchants, and tradesmen. The following are a few in 
stances of members drinking on the mace on being made members 
of the Corporation, or on receiving mock titles . 

At Sephton, Sunday, the 7th September, 1788. Mr. 
Thomas Newsham in a short and pithy speech begged leave
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to propose Mr. William Stanistreet junr. of Liverpool as a 
fit and proper person to be admitted a freeman of this ancient 
and loyal Corporation, and the motion being seconded by 
Mr. James Williamson it was carried unanimously in the 
affirmative and Mr. Stanistreet accordingly took the ancient 
oath in the accustomed way, drank his ale with honourable 
and meritorious alacrity and avidity and was recorded in 
due form.

Mr. Josiah Williamson begged leave to propose Mr. John 
Clarke junr. Grocer of Liverpool as a proper person to be 
admitted a Freeman of this ancient and loyal Corporation 
and the motion being seconded by Mr. Thomas Newsham, 
it was carried unanimously in the affirmative, and Mr. Clarke 
accordingly took the ancient oath in the accustomed way 
drank his ale with constitutional firmness and temperate 
avidity and was recorded in due form.

At Sephton, on Sunday, the i2th Oct. 1788. Mr. Lick- 
barrow begged leave to propose Mr. Lewis Charles Daubuz 
of Falmouth as a fit and proper person to be admitted a 
Burgess and the motion being seconded by Mr. Williamson 
it was carried in the affirmative and Mr. Daubuz having 
drunk his wine and water instead of ale was admitted in 
form with the usual ceremonies. N.B. Mr. Daubuz could 
not drink ale and he was therefore indulged with wine and 
water in preference which he drank manfully.

At Sephton, Sunday, a6th Sept. 1790. Mr. Burgess Met- 
calfe on the motion of the Mayor, seconded by the Recorder 
was unanimously admitted Governor of the Settlements 
belonging to the Corporation at Botany Bay, on which 
occasion he took the ancient oath of office in a stile (sic) 
which distinguished him as a proper pei son to be sent to so 
distant a settlement.

Mr. Andrew Fillan (an ancient Burgess) on the motion of 
Burgess Cobham seconded by the Recorder was unanimously 
admitted Physician to the Corporation, on which occasion 
he took the oath of office in such a manner as convinced the 
company present that he was fonder of the contents of the 
Mace than any draught in the whole Materia Medica.

At Bootle, Sunday. 4th Dec. 1791. On the motion of 
Burgess Taylor seconded by the Recorder Mr. Martin was 
unanimously voted and admitted Historical Painter to the 
ancient and loyal Corporation, on which occasion he took 
the oath of office in such a style of composition as pourtrayed 
with colour and effect the excellency of the wine that dig 
nified the artist's draught.
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It should be stated that Mr. Martin had just expressed a wish 
to present two emblematical paintings to the Corporation to 
decorate the new Council Chamber with, at Bootle, for which 
liberal offer he had received the unanimous thanks of the Corpo 
ration and his admission to freedom as an honorary donation.

I now propose to read a few extracts from the Records, as far 
as time and your patience will permit, for the most part in the 
order in which they occur, beginning with the year 1773.

Sunday 24th October 1773. Mr. (Bellman) Bradkirk 
having requested the Corporation to present him with a livery, 
It is ordered that the Corporation tailor make a yellow coat 
and waistcoat turned up with blue, cross-gartered stockings, 
the cap of liberty with bells annexed to it, and present the 
same to him as the gift of the Corporation of Sephton on 
the ist of April next. Peter Ellames, Recorder.

Amongst other duties it was the Bellman's office to proclaim 
silence upon pain of imprisonment whilst a Freeman was being 
sworn in. On one occasion the Records inform us the candidate 
was so disconcerted by the sound of the bell, that he broke down 
in quaffing the accustomed libation.

2gth January 1784. The sporting Recorder Mr. William- 
son lays Mr. Cheshyre a Rump and dozen of wine that Miss 
Bonor and Miss Taylor have each in the course of their lives 
smoked 10 pipes of tobacco.

Note. It was understood by the two gentlemen that those 
only who are now present are to partake of the wager.

When the Town Clerk read lo the Company the minute of 
the last wager, Mr. Williamson rose and said that the entry 
was erroneous, his wager being that the two ladies or either 
of them had smoked 20 pipes. Whereupon the sense of 
the company was taken.

For the wager according to the spirit of the entry 7 
Against it ................................................ 3

Majority.

Mr. Williamson still being dissatisfied the company with the 
consent of Mr. Cheshyre agreed to remit the wager down 
to a single crown, which was paid to the Mayor by Mr. 
Cheshyre. The wager being proposed by Mr. Williamson, 
it will be incumbent upon him to prove within i month that 
Mr. Cheshyre has lost, or to return the crown.
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The accomplished ladies who were the subject of the above 
wager will not be found on the list of the Lady-Patronesses, nor 
have I been able to discover any clue to their identity.

7th March 1784. Mr. Alderman Newsham (an arrant 
tory) having made a motion for an address to his Majesty 
approving of the removal of the late Ministers, the same 
was seconded by Burgess Baynes, but Mr. Recorder having 
made a motion that the sense of the Corporation at large 
should be taken, the same was accordingly taken, when the 
previous motion was lost by a considerable majority, the 
Worshipful the Mayor, who voted for the address, being left 
in the minority.

Mr. Bailiffe Howard moved that the Freedom of this 
ancient and loyal Corporation should be given to the Right 
Honourable Charles James Fox for his steady conduct in 
support of the privileges of the people of this country, and 
that the same should be presented in a box made out of the 
best oak tree now growing on this Corporation estate, the 
same was seconded by the Receiver of the Land Tax (Geo. 
Welch Esq.) and opposed by the Recorder and Mayor, but 
upon a division the same was lost by a great majority.

A motion was then made by the Land Surveyor (Joseph 
Foden Esq.) that instead of the Freedom of this Corpora 
tion, a Halter should be presented to the Right Honourable 
Charles James Fox in a box of oak made out of the best 
tree on this Corporation estate, which motion was seconded 
by the Worshipful the Mayor, but Mr. Bailiff Howard de 
manding the sense of this Corporation to be taken a division 
was had, when upon casting up the votes there appeared, 
for the motion ............................................. 9

Against it ..................... 6

Majority in favour of the Halter............ 3
Mr. Woodward moved that the Freedom of this Corpo 

ration be presented to the Right Honourable William Pitt 
for his zealous attachment to the due exercises of the prero 
gatives of the Crown and the liberties of the people, which 
motion was seconded by the Worshipful the Mayor, but 
a division being demanded by Mr. Welch, the same was 
had accordingly when there appeared,

For the motion .................................... 10
Against it............................................. 5

Majority in favour of the Freedom of this Cor 
poration being presented to Mr. Pitt...... 5
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Mr. Recorder then rose with great gravity and having pro 
fessed himself a disinterested friend of this Corporation and 
an admirer of the principles on which it was originally 
founded, moved that before the bringing in of the House 
Bill for this day's expenses a plate of ham and hung beef 
and biscuits and butter be immediately ordered for the use 
of the Corporation at this meeting, and the motion being 
seconded by Mr. Fowden, and it appearing that the rest of 
the members of this Corporation were not very much averse 
to it, the same was carried without a division.

Mr. Bailiff Cheshyre then moved that on account of the 
admission of the Right Honourable William Pitt to the 
Freedom of this ancient and loyal Corporation and the satis 
faction the Corporation feels on having admitted Mr. Pitt 
thereto, that the sum of one guinea be paid by the Corpora 
tion Treasurer towards this day's expenses, the same was 
seconded by Mr. Mayor, and carried without a division.

The language of the previous motions seems to have been 
borrowed from, or at least suggested by, the Parliamentary 
reports and the public transactions of those stirring times. Thus 
Mr. Powys, speaking in the House of Commons, on the 2nd 
February, 1784, upon the proposed coalition of Pitt and Fox, de 
clared that he did not wish the former to quit the fortress in which 
he was at present, and come with a servile humility, or with a 
halter round his neck, to deliver up its keys to the besiegers. 
(Hughes, Hist, of Eng.) The same writer also informs us that on 
the loth February in the same year the city of London voted 
Mr. Pitt, not only thanks for his able, upright, and disinterested 
conduct in the present alarming and critical juncture of affairs, 
but the freedom of the city, in a gold box, as a mark of gratitude 
for his zeal in supporting the legal prerogatives of the Crown 
and the constitutional rights of the people.

Monday i8th October 1784. The Worshipful the Mayor 
had moved that the freedom of this ancient and loyal Corpo 
ration be given (in a box made of oak) to the Right 
Honourable Lord Hood for his gallant behaviour in sup 
porting the British Flag; the same was seconded by Mr. 
Bailiff Howard and passed nem. con., and it is suggested 
that the Mayor and Bailiffs elect do wait upon his Lordship 
and signify the same to him.

On account of the freedom of this Corporation being
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granted to the truly gallant Lord Hood it was moved by 
Mr. Bailiff Howard and seconded by Mr. Banner and carried 
nem. con., that one guinea be spent out of the Corporation 
Fund.

His late Worship moved, seconded by Mr. Coroner 
Whalley that the Corporation of the ancient Borough of 
Sephton do after this day meet at the House of Thos. 
Halliwell commonly known by the name of the Bootle 
Coffee House till such time as the season will permit them 
to revisit Sephton.

Lord Hood was feted in Liverpool, in October, 1783, for several 
days, with great eclat. The gallant seaman was one of a bright 
cluster of naval heroes that arose at this time on the firmament of 
England's history. Keppel, Hawke, Howe, Rodney, Jervis, &c., 
are names that will occur at once to the readers of past events. 
This constellation culminated in the daring exploits and splendid 
victories of Nelson ; and then with the emergency that called it 
up, waned from sight. It left, however, behind it a halo which 
has clung to the flag of Great Britain ever since in every quarter 
of the globe. Hood was created a Baronet in 1778, as a reward 
for his achievements, and was elevated to the peerage of Ireland, 
izth September, 1782, as Baron Hood of Catherington, upon his 
brilliant success, whilst serving under Rodney, over the French 
fleet which was about to attack Jamaica. Admiral Rodney 
performed on this occasion a skilful manoeuvre which was after 
wards adopted by Nelson with such memorable results, viz., that 
of breaking the enemy's line and placing his vessels between two 
fires. The fruits of this victory, achieved on the i2th April, 
1782, were the capture of the French Admiral, the Comte de 
Grasse, with six ships of his fleet, and, in the following year, the 
peace of Versailles.

Sunday, 3151 October, 1784. This day being Waiting 
Sunday the Mayor elect took the Oaths of Office and his 
seat accordingly.

Adrirtiscment.

Whereas the Regalia belonging to this Ancient Corporation 
was stole (sic) in the night of Tuesday last by some person or
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persons unknown a reward of one hundred Guineas is hereby 
offered by the Mayor and Corporation to any person or 
persons who shall give information of one or more of the 
offenders concerned in the aforesaid Felony, to be paid upon 
conviction by the Treasurer of this Corporation.

On account of the depredations committed here nightly, a 
patrole is appointed to preserve the peace of this Corpora 
tion, and Capt. Thos. Duke is appointed to command the 
same.

It would almost seem as if there was a kind of mania about 
this time for felonies of the above description, the glittering 
insignia forming an unusual attraction to a certain class of minds ; 
for, to compare great things with small, we are told in the annals 
of Baines and Gore that the Exchange at Liverpool was robbed, 
on the z6th February in this year, by Charles Coney, of the large 
silver mace, the two smaller ones, and the silver oar, &c. The 
depredator was detected, tried at the following Lancaster Assizes, 
and executed. Again, on the 241)1 March in the following 
year, 1785, the day before the dissolution of Parliament, the great 
seal of England was stolen from the house of Lord Chancellor 
Thurlow in Great Ormond Street, and never recovered. The 
Corporation Records do not state what success attended the offer 
of " one hundred guineas," but it may be presumed that the 
stolen property, if really carried off, was duly recovered, as the 
Regalia are alluded to from time to time, and were in constant 
requisition after this event. I may here mention that the Regalia 
of this Corporation which remain, and which are still preserved 
at the " Punch Bowl Inn," consist of two large maces and two 
small ones (one with a movable top), a sword, with a jewelled 
hilt, and a kind of emblematic device, with the words " Lcetitia et 
Amicitia " upon it, two or three wands, cocked hats, and gowns, 
the last-named very much decayed.

The same date. The Ranger of the Corporation Estate 
and Inspector of the Game Laws paid five bottles of wine 
for nominating a Lady Patroness to this society for the year 
ensuing and named Miss Proctor, which Lady was unani 
mously approved off (sic), and upon a motion made by
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Mr. Alderman Whalley her health was drank (sic) round in 
a half pint glass.

1 3th Feby., 1785. Our late amiable Lady Patroness 
being advanced to the more honourable title of Wife 
Sunday next was unanimously fixed upon for the Election 
of a Young Lady to that honour, and the Treasurer ordered 
to provide a Pig at the Corporation expense to be dressed 
on that day.

The turn that the satisfaction of the members of the Corpora 
tion took at the promotion of their Lady Patroness to the more 
honourable estate, if not very graceful, is certainly amusing.

Sephton, zgth May, 1785. 
John Marshall. 
George Warner Watts. 
Robert Howard.

N.B. There was dinner order'd for six, which must be paid 
by the Treasurer, the Gentlemen present (being the 29 May) 
had the Honour to dine with the Rector, Chaplain, Church 
Wardens, and the principal Gentlemen in the neighbourhood.

Here we have a happy picture of Sunday, the 2Qth May, nearly 
a hundred years ago. The entertainer was the Rev. Richard 
Rothwell, Rector of the Parish from 1763 to 1801. He was 
succeeded by his son, the Rev. Richard Rainshaw Rothwell, who 
was Rector from 1801 to 1863. Thus the two Rectors, father 
and son, were in possession of the living for the space of a century. 
The Chaplain here mentioned was the Rev. Thomas Johnson, 
Curate of the Parish for many years.

Bootle, 23rd April, '86. Lord Henry Murray had the 
honour to be proposed a member of this Ancient Corpora 
tion by Alderman Whaley and was thereupon unanimously 
elected.

The Mayor named Lord Henry Murray to be Lord of the 
several Manors of this Corporation and his Lordship was 
accordingly appointed to that important office.

The presence of Lord Henry Murray in the neighbourhood of 
Liverpool at this time can be easily accounted for by the fact 
that he married in this year Eliza, daughter of Richard Kent,
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Esq., of Liverpool; and his appearance at Bootle, if indeed he 
was present on this occasion, can be equally well explained by 
the interest he took in the stirring politics of the day. From 
the account given of him a few years later, 1790, by Sir James 
Picton in his Memorials of Liverpool, he was not above using 
violence to secure the return of a favourite candidate to Parlia 
ment. His place of residence in this locality was Eaton House 
(now Bishop Eton) on the Woolton Road.

Sefton, 21 May, -86. This day the ancient Corporation of 
Sefton held their first meeting for the summer by adjourn 
ment from Bootle.

N.B. Error in title say Sephton corrected by the 
Bailiff.

Although, in accordance with the orthography of the Corpo 
ration Recorders and the worthy Bailiff above-mentioned, I have 
allowed the spelling " Sephton " to appear throughout the present 
paper, I have reason to believe that the older and more correct 
mode of spelling the word is " Sefton," and it is my intention to 
adopt this form of spelling on all future occasions.

Sephton, 4th June, -86. .... This being the King's 
Birthday, the same was observed accordingly by drinking his 
Majesty's good health and many happy days to come. And 
in remembrance also of that auspicious day, the song of 
" God save the King " was sung in the Church by the Mayor 
and Gentlemen of this Ancient Corporation, accompany'd 
with instrumental music, which was esteemed altogether a 
capital performance.

The Queen and Royal Family were drank afterwards and a 
number of loyal Toasts were likewise given in the course 
of the evening.

This was not the only occasion on which the members of the 
Corporation testified their loyalty to the King and Royal Family. 
Three years later, on the recovery of the King from his mental 
affliction, the following entries are met with : 

At Bootle, on Sunday ye 8th March 1789. .... This 
day the Mayor and Corporation attended at Church to join 
in the General Thanksgiving for the Recovery of his Majesty's 
health and sing a Solemn ode applicable to the occasion.
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The church was probably Walton-on-the-Hill. Again, on the 
following Sunday, the isth March, 

The Mayor moved that Hand Bills be immediately issued 
to invite the Gentlemen Clergy Merchants and other principal 
tradesmen and Inhabitants of the Ancient and Loyal Town 
of Sephton to honour him with their attendance in the Town 
Hall on Sunday next at Two o'clock to consider of the 
propriety of sending up an address of Congratulation to 
his Majesty on his happy Recovery from his late Indis 
position and the motion being seconded by Mr. Alderman 
Newsham it was carried nem. con. in the affirmative.

The next entry of the same date seems to shew that the 
exuberance of their joy knew no bounds.

His Worship the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Whaley 
rr.ovedthat an Ox (not Bull seg) and several pigs be roasted 
whole next week on the above occasion, that a General 
illumination take place, and all the Burgesses " g . t d . . . k " 
at the Corporation expense. Carried nem. con. Bravo !

We are well acquainted with the " Bull seg " from the election 
squibs of a former period. ( Vide Picton's account of the election 
of 1761.) Again, 

At Bootle, on Sunday, the 22nd March, '89. -This being 
the day usually stiled (sic) by the vulgar Braggat Sunday  
The following Gent, dined together at the Borough, viz. :

His Worship The Mayor, 
William Neilson, Esqre )  .,.  
James Astley, Esq« | Balllffs' 
Alderman Newsham, 
Mr. Recorder, 
Mr. Thomas Newsham, 1 -r,   HansDampe, '(Burgesses.

And after dinner they were visited by 
Alderman Whaley,
Andrew Dodson, 
Will: Unsworth, junr 
Will: Denison, junr

Ancient 
Burgesses.

A Ball at the Corporation expense was moved by the 
Mayor seconded by Burgess Newsham to be given on the 
16th of next month in the Exchange to the Ladies and 
Gent" of the Borough, on occasion of his Majesty's Happy 
Recovery, and it was carried in the affirmative nem : con :
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This Ball, which was in truth a Ball given at the Town Hall 
>y the inhabitants of Liverpool, really came off on the i6th of 
Vpril, and was a very grand affair indeed. ( Vide Picton.)

Finally, at Sephton, Sunday, i4th June, 1789, we find the 
ollowing : 

That the General Joy on ace' of his Majesty's Happy re 
covery to health be more generally experienced: Order'd 
by the Mayor and Corporation in Council Assembl'd  
That the prison doors be thrown open and persons of all 
descriptions confined therein, set at liberty.

I must now return to the order which I proposed to observe 
in dealing with these records, and retrace my steps to the year 
1786.

At a meeting of the Worshipful the Mayor ye Bailiffs and 
Burgesses of the ancient and loyal Corporation of Sephton, 
holden at Bootle on Sunday the 5th day of November 1786

Present
Thomas Payne Esqrc Mayor 
Mr. James Grundy Bailiff, Town's Bailiff 
Thomas Naylor Esqre 
Edward Newsham Esqre 
Mr. James Astley 
Thomas Newsham 
Ashton Byroin, Mayor's Bailiff 
William Lickbarrow 
Edward Banner 
Edward Blackstock Town Clerk

Then appointed Mr. Thomas Naylor to the office of Re 
corder for the year ensuing, and Mr. Edward Newsham to 
that of Attorney General.

Mr. William Slater took the freeman's Oath on his be 
coming a member and a freeman of this borough

Then appointed Mr. Thomas Newshaw Punch maker to 
the Society who took the Oath of Office.

Mr. Ashton Byrom having kept the Mayor Bailiff and 
Burgesses of this Boro' waiting i hour for his coming to 
Dinner according to promise he was fined in a glass of Punch.

Mr. Edward Blackstock was continued Town Clerk and 
sworn accordingly.

Mr. Thomas Naylor and Mr. Edward Newsham severally 
took the Oaths of Office.
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Ordered that the Silver Oar, presented to this borough by 
the late and much respected John Brownwell Esqrc Lieut. 
of the Seraphis in the memorable action with Paul Jones in 
the late war, be repaired and thereon be inscribed " The 
Gift of John Brownwell Esqre to the Boro' and Corporation 
of Sephton."

The Corporation being called upon in 1787 to pay for this 
Oar the above Order was agreed to be rescinded.

The memorable action here alluded to was an engagement at 
sea that took place off Flamborough Head in 1779, between two 
English ships and the pirate, Paul Jones, with a squadron 
consisting of the " Bon Homme Richard," and " Alliance," 
each of 40 guns, the "Pallas," 32 guns, and the "Vengeance," 
armed brig. The pirate, the terror of our shores, both on the 
East and West, had on this occasion driven the coasters on the 
East into port in such numbers that Bridlington Harbour could 
not hold all which sought shelter in it, and many were glad to 
obtain safety by being chained to the outside of the pier. On 
September 23rd he gave chase to a valuable fleet of merchantmen 
sailing from the Baltic, under convoy of the " Seraphis," of 
44 guns (Capt. Pearson), and the " Countess of Scarbro'," 
22 guns (Capt. Percy). The British captains did not hesitate 
to engage the superior force of the enemy, and by placing 
themselves between him and the fleet secured for it a safe retreat 
into Scarbro'. The action, which lasted two hours, was fought by 
moonlight, in full view of the cliffs, which were crowded by 
spectators. The British were at last compelled to strike, but the 
boldness of their resistance may be appreciated by the fact that 
the " Bon Homme Richard" alone lost 300 in killed and 
wounded, and, from the injury she had sustained, went down the 
day after the engagement, with many of the wounded on board. 
Novel readers will probably be aware that this action is described 
by Cooper in his Pilot.

It is amusing to notice the rider to the above order, which is 
in the same handwriting as the order itself, and was added, as its 
contents declare, at a later date.

The silver oar above mentioned reappears on one laughable
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occasion, and then, I believe, is heard of no more in these 
Records. I need not say that it is not to be found among the 
regalia that remain of this defunct Corporation. With regard to 
silver oars in general, I may observe that they frequently form 
part of the official emblems of corporate bodies, especially in 
maritime cities and towns. Thus we are most of us, I fancy, 
acquainted with the shining blade that adorns, on festive 
occasions, the walls of the Town Hall of Liverpool. And it is a 
somewhat singular circumstance that this aquatic emblem bears 
nearly the same date as the one mentioned in these Records. 
The inscription upon it (and all the inscription) is 

A.D. 1785
JOHN GREGSON ESQre MAYOR. 

JOSEPH BROOKS JUN r
JOHN GREENWOOD

GENT: BAILIFFS 1785.

The names of the bailiffs are upon the stem, or handle; but 
there is no clue whatever to the donor, noi could I learn upon 
inquiry from the authorities anything relating to its history. 
Still, I cannot help thinking that there must be a history attached 
to it, and that this history is not unknown. If, like so many 
other relics, even of a late antiquity, it be left to tell its own tale, 
then I would suggest that its origin should be traced to the same 
source as that mentioned in the above order. Either it was the 
gift, or the supposed gift, of the "late and much-respected John 
Brownwell, Esq.," or the fear inspired by the terrible Paul Jones, 
coupled with the .delight inspired by the naval victories of this 
period, conjured it from the pocket of some wealthy merchant of 
Liverpool. And if this silver emblem was the same that was 
carried off by Charles Coney in 1784 (as mentioned above), and 
afterwards recovered, then, like the one mentioned in the order 
of this day, it must have needed repair, and have had a new 
inscription inscribed upon it.

Sephton, May 20, 1787. . . . This day a wager was 
laid that Nelly Barker's large Bowl did not hold five Gallons, 
for the value of the afd Bowl of Punch, which was decided 
paid and spent.

R
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Fortunately the number of members who attended on this day 
was large, otherwise the consequences might have been serious.

Sephton, 12 August, 1787. . . . The Mayor proposed 
that the freedom of this Corporation be presented to the 
Rev. Mr. Loxam, and that the thanks of this Corporation 
be given to him for Two excellent Sermons delivered by him 
this day at the Cathedral!; he was pleased to accept his 
Freedom and was sworn in accordingly.

The eloquent clergyman here mentioned was the Rev. Richard 
Loxham, one of the four Curates attached to the Parish Church 
of St. Peter's and the Parochial Chapel of St. Nicholas's. He 
was afterwards Rector of Halsall, from 1816 to 1843.

Sephton, 24th August, 1788. . . . This day the Right 
Rev. Father in God, Doctor Cleaver, Bishop of this Dio- 
cesce (sic) preached a most excellent sermon before the 
Worshipful the Mayor and Corporation ; he was elegantly 
entertained by the Mayor afterwards, and will hold a Con 
firmation at the Parish Church to-morrow morning.

This was Dr. William Cleaver, Oxon, Bishop of Chester from 
1788 to 1800. In the latter year he was translated to Bangor. 
His visit to Sephton must have been one of his early visits in his 
new Diocese.

At Sephton, on Sunday ye 14th Sep., 1788. ... It 
being reported by Mr. Astley that the Church Steeple is out 
of Repair and the Weathercock does not veer according to 
the true Laws of the Compass, Ordered unanimously that 
an accurate survey be immediately taken of the Steeple 
and Weather Cock, and that Mr. James Grundy be appointed 
to survey the same, And be directed to make an immediate 
report of the state and condition he finds them in. Mr. 
James Grundy accordingly went and made his survey and 
then reported that he had duly made the same, And found 
that The Steeple did not stand quite so stiff and firm as 
it should do, and that the Weathercock appeared to him 
to be much out of order. Therefore It was unanimously 
ordered that yc Steeple be immedately pulled down and 
rebuilt in a tight stiff staunch and strong manner so as in 
future to give no cause of Complaint, And that the Weather 
Cock be neatly regilt and put into good working trim.

The anxiety here expressed in mock terms received a solemn 
confirmation a few years later, when in 1802 a portion of the
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steeple was thrown down in a violent storm. The circumstance 
is alluded to both by Baines and Gore in their annals, thus : 

1802, Jan. 21. A dreadful hurricane. Considerable 
damages done by sea and land. The tide rose 6 feet higher 
than the calculation in the tide table. Sephton Church, 
(which, adds Baines, apparently believing the story of the 
four ones (i i i i)* had stood 691 years), lost about 5 feet 
of its spire with the weather vane.

I do not see why the weather vane should be so particularly 
mentioned, unless there were some mysterious communication 
between the two writers named and the recorder of the above 
entry.

The portion of the steeple which was thrown 'down did not, 
fortunately, so far as I can learn, fall upon the church, but the 
accident nevertheless cost the Parish a considerable sum, as I 
find in the Churchwardens' accounts for the year 1802 the 
following entry: 

Taking down part of the Steeple, and rebuilding the same, 
as by agreement..........................................^226

And again, in the accounts of the Constable of the Township of 
Sephton for the same year, the following :

Paid to the repairs of the Church Steeple ......£21 5 ioi

So that altogether, with the addition of such items as the 
following :

Advertising the Church Steeple............... ..... £o 15 o
Spent at letting the Jobb ........................... ...£\ 8 6

the injury done to the spire must have required an outlay of 
^250 to repair it.

I will now give an instance or two of the stringent laws that 
were applied to those who refused to become members of this 
Society, or to receive the distinctions that were voted to them.

Sunday, Octr. 29, 1786. Mr. Waring Nungrave having 
refused to accept the lucrative place of the Govr. of the 
Isle of Man was expelled this Society.

* The story of the four ones is an allusion to a little shield over the porch bearing what 
appear to be four straight strokes, the supposed date of the church; but which form in reality 
the sacred monogram, T.H.S.

R 2
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In the original entry the pen is even struck through the 
gentleman's name, as if to extinguish him altogether.

25 Novemr. 1787. Mr. Moss, of Liverpool, Surgeon 
(present as a stranger), refus'd the Honor of becoming a 
Member and therefore he is deem'd disqualified from ever 
being a Member. Bootle, 6th April, 1788.

Captain Flood, was proposed by Mr. Alder to the appoint 
ment of Governor General of the forces in Ireland, which he 
refused, chusing to continue on the English Establish 
ment on half pay, for which refusal, he is for ever disabled 
from accepting any Office whatever from this Honorable 
and Ancient Corporation. .... Captn. Flood being 
duly sensible of his error in not accepting the office of 
Govr. General of the forces in Ireland did afterwards 
accept it, and was sworn into Office, but, generously, on 
these terms, that the emoluments arising from this lucrative 
Post, he wou'cl (sic) appropriate to the use of the Sunday 
Schools, instituted by this Corporation.

Captain Flood lived at this time at 56, Paradise Street, Liver 
pool. The Sunday Schools spoken of are the Bluecoat Schools 
of Liverpool, of which frequent mention is made in these 
Records, the Boys being called the " Blue Boys."

At Bootle, on Sunday ye 8th March 1789. . . . The 
Recorder (James Williamson) with great submission begged 
leave to propose Mr. George Bevan (an ancient Burgess) 
as a fit and proper person to fill the Office of Groom of the 
Stole to the Corporation (now vacant) and the motion 
being seconded by Burgess Dunn, as Master of the 
Revels, it was carried unanimously in the affirmative. 
But upon the Recorder's informing Mr. Bevan of the 
honour intended him, Mr. Bevan with no inconsiderable 
portion of Sang Froid took upon himself to presume to 
refuse the abovesaid Corporate Dignity. Whereupon Mr. 
Mayor (through motives of Delicacy and Candour) read 
an ancient ordinance of the Corporation, by which it evi 
dently appeared that any person who should refuse to 
accept a Corporate office when offered to him was (if he 
persisted in it) rendered altogether incapable of ever after 
wards enjoying any Corporate office. And Mr. Mayor 
apprized Burgess Bevan of the perilous situation in which 
he stood if he obstinately persisted in such refusal. After 
some pause Burgess Bevan thought proper to retract his
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refusal and accept y" office, and he was accordingly sworn 
in and drank his oath in ale, which he however did not 
do with such gout as it was at first imagined so honourable 
a Burgess recommended to so honourable a Dignity would 
have done. For Oh strange to tell! he made Three 
pauses at swallowing one pitiful pint of Ale.

At Bootle, Easter Sunday, 24th April, 1791.
Present:

Mr. Mayor.
Mr. Alderman Newsham.
Mr. Alderman Zuill.
Mr. Alderman Banner.
Mr. Alderman Neilson.
The Recorder.
Mr. Burgess James Taylor.
Mr. Burgess Grundy.
Mr. Burgess John Blackburnc.

all of whom dined together and spent a pleasant day, and 
were visited by the following Burgesses, viz. : 

Mr. Robert Walford.
Mr. Andrew Dodson, Jun.
Mr. George Bevan.

About l/z past 3 o'clock the Famous Irish Giant Mr. 
O'Brian, descended from the puissant King Brian Bureau, 
came to the Borough in a Post Chaise, and as soon as that 
Important event was announced to the Corporation, a Depu 
tation, consisting of the Recorder armed with the silver 
oar, and Burgess Grundy arm'd with the Great Mace, went 
and signified to the Giant that the Corporation were dis 
posed to compliment him with the Freedom of yc Borough. 
But the Giant having returned for answer that he was not 
disposed to accept of the Honour nothing further was done.

The renowned Goliath here mentioned was Patrick Cotter, 
born in 1761. He stood 8ft. 7in. high ; and was generally known 
as the Irish Giant. He was probably visiting Liverpool and the 
neighbourhood at this time. His death occurred in 1806.

The termination of the interview with the giant here recorded 
must, I think, be pronounced a " very lame and impotent con 
clusion." " Nothing further was done." But it remained, I fancy, 
for the Recorder and his deputed helpmate to beat a hasty retreat 
with oar and mace, covered, no doubt, with confusion at being 
thus ignorniniously routed by the famous Irish Giant.



246 Mock Corporation of Sephton.

And this reminds me that I must now beat a retreat, 
not, I trust, in confusion, but with many apologies for having 
taken up so much of your time, and many thanks for the kind 
attention you have given me. I am also sensible that some kind 
of an apology is due from me for having brought such a subject 
as this under your notice at all; but in the first place I have felt 
that even a clergyman, like other people, may be allowed 
" desipere in loco;" and secondly, that if, by sifting the jocose 
matter that has fallen into my hands I could throw any light 
upon the manners and customs of a past age, I should not have 
spent my leisure hours altogether in vain.


