
SUNDAY IN LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE. 

By William E. A. Axon, M.R.S.L.

(Read i3th January, iS8i.)

THE Sundays in the olden time differed very considerably 
from those of the present day. In an old English homily 

of the twelfth century we find the preacher asserting that the 
Jews kept their Sabbath better than Christians observed their 
Sunday, yet the privileges of the day were not unfrequently 
insisted upon. In another of these homilies we find a 
curious legend that St. Paul and Michael the Archangel were 
once sent by the Lord to see how the souls fared in hell. 
Michael acted as cicerone, and showed the horrified apostle 
all the terrors of gehenna ; souls tormented by every inge 
nious form of torment and torture. There were agonised souls 
hanging on trees, a fiery oven with seven flames, a well of 
fire with streams of fire, guarded by twelve demons like unto 
kings ; the sea of hell, with seven waves, and full of strange 
monsters, who incessantly tormented the damned. In some 
cloisters they saw four devils leading about an old man who had 
been a tyrannical bishop, whilst three devils had charge of a 
maiden who had been chaste but not charitable whilst on earth. 
These sights made angel and archangel weep; and when the 
Lord demanded the cause of their sorrow, Paul petitioned that 
the wicked should have rest in hell on the Sunday until the day 
of doom. God at first refuses to shew this mercy, but on a 
repetition of the prayer consents to grant them this respite. 
This legend curiously illustrates alike the nobility and the 
degradation of some of the theological ideas of the middle ages. 
It was thought that the day of judgment would be upon a 
Sunday. The old preacher sets forth as the three virtues of
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Sunday, that it gives rest on earth to the thralls, both men and 
women, from their slavery, that in heaven it gives a greater rest to 
the angelic host, and that in hell the wicked have a surcease 
from their torments.*

Before the period of the Puritans, the Sunday was not ranked 
higher in any marked degree than the other festivals observed by 
the church. A letter of Pope Gregory advises the English clergy 
to substitute for the heathen feasts some religious festivals. On the 
days in which the dedication of the churches or the sufferings of 
the martyrs were memorialised, the people were allowed to make 
booths of the boughs of trees by the church, and to celebrate 
the solemnity with religious feasting, and no more offer beasts to 
the devil, t Thus originated the wakes and fairs. These in some 
instances became great centres of trading activity, and in others 
remained merely exhibitions of rustic festivity.

Another occasion for merry-making was the ceremony of the 
" rush-bearing." The floors were strewn with rushes for the comfort 
of the worshippers in an age when cushions and hot water pipes 
were alike unknown in the sacred edifices. This provision 
against winter cold was made into a festival. The young folk 
gathered the long rushes, which were piled up high on a cart, 
that was also decorated with ribbons and plate borrowed from 
the neighbours, and drawn through the village preceded by 
morris-dancers. Some of these rush-bearings, in name at least, 
are still maintained, as at Barrowford, Holme, Downham. On 
the first Sunday in May the high hill of Hambleton is visited by 
many celebrants of its fair. Warton rush-bearing was held on 
the Sunday nearest August 5th.

"The wakes" was originally the festival of the saint under 
whose invocation the parish church was placed.. In 1536 order 
was made that the dedication day should be kept instead.

The fair of Weeton, near Kirkham, began on Palm Sunday, 
and was characterised by the plentiful consumption of " bragget," 
a hot, sweet ale made without hops. Hence the name " Bragget

* Morris: Old English Homilies (E. E. T. S.). pp. 9, 47. 
t Bede.
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Sunday." The last bear-baiting took place in 1790.* Inglewhite 
fair formerly began on Rogation Sunday, and every householder 
of the village had liberty to sell ale from the Saturday preceding 
to the Saturday which ended the fair.

Another Sunday festival was that known as " merry fair," at 
Samlesbury. The " merry " is the local name of the wild cherry, 
which grows abundantly in the neighbourhood of the Ribble, 
and is much appreciated by the younger folk.

The humours of Turton fair were satirized by a local rhymester 
of the last century, when the village had thirteen houses at the 
most. The people worked hard for weeks beforehand in order 
to have money to spare at this festival. A service in the chapel 
was followed by the usual amusements, fairings and fights.

'Tis doubtless bad beyond comparing, 
Unless to sottish Holcombe's curst rushbearing ; 
But as 'twas satirized by an abler pen 
I'll say but little on that theme again. 
Vet if reports are true, as prudence tells, 
The last's unrivalled and bears off the bells, 
Because their interludes and tragic play 
Are chiefly acted on the Sabbath day. j

Much might be said about the social festivities Simnel Sunday, 
Carling Sunday, Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, which were kept 
up with great spirit.

The church was not only the place for public worship, but the 
scene of many occurrences that would now be thought very 
inappropriate to the sacred edifice. Thus, on Sunday, December 
4th, 1474, Nicholas del Rylond came into the parish church of 
Leigh, and in the presence of the congregation swore that he 
had never made any feoffment of his lands in Westhoughton, or 
authorized his son to do so. The Vicar of I.eigh, after receiving 
this purgation, solemnly cursed the kneeling man if he had been 
guilty of perjury, and pronounced accursed all those who had 
aided William Rylonds, the son, in forging this deed. The form 
of cursing by " bell, book, and candle " must have impressed the

* Fishwick's Kirkliam, p. 207. 

+ Turton /''tiir, by William Sheldrake. London, 1789.
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rude imagination of the people. The cross was lifted up, the 
candles lighted, and then the priest in his vestments, by the 
authority of God Almighty, of the Virgin, of the saints, angels, 
prophets, martyrs and confessors, and by the power of " all holy 
" church that our Lord Jesus Christ gave to St. Peter," deprived 
those whom he denounced of all share in the Christian sacraments, 
and cursed them from the sole of their foot to the crown of their 
head, sleeping and waking, sitting and standing, in all their 
words and works, and unless they had the grace of God to 
amend them here in this life, to dwell for ever in the pain of hell 
without end. As he reached the close of this tremendous 
imprecation, the priest closed his book, extinguished the candle, 
and rang the bell. To the superstitious minds before him it 
would sound like the knell of a lost soul.*

In Yorkshire, at the Christmastide, they danced in the 
churches, crying " Yole, Yole, Yole." t A passage in Drayton 
shows that the Lancashire lads and lasses were equally fond of 
such festal observances : 

So blylli and bonny now the lads and lasses are
That ever as anon the bagpipe up doth blow,
Cast in a gallant round about the hearth they go,
And at each pause they kiss, was never seen such rule
In any place but here, at bonfire, or at yule ;
And every village smokes at wakes with lusty cheer,
Then hey they cry for Lun, and hey for Lancashire.

Legal documents were frequently made on the Sunday. On 
the Vigil of St. Lawrence, 1298, Gilbert fitz Richard de Culchit 
granted to Hugh de Hyndelegh all his manor of Culchit for life, 
with remainder, as to one half to his wife Beatrice for life if she 
should over-live him. Other examples will be found in the 
deeds relating to Birch and Platt. \

After attendance at the early services of the Church, the day 
was chiefly devoted to honest recreation and manly sports. In 
1388 Richard II. enjoins upon his subjects that servants of

* Lancashire and Cheshire Historic Notes, part 2, p. i6t.
 f Buckle : Alisccllaiicoiis Works, p. 547. 

i Lancashire ami Cheshire Historic Notes, part i, p. 25. Cf. Birch, 202.
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husbandry and artificers shall use the bow upon Sundays and 
holidays, but should abandon " tennis, football, cartes, dice, 
" casting of the stone, and other importune games." A law of 
Henry IV. imposed a penalty of six days' imprisonment upon 
the infringers of this statute.*

In 1512 the Mayor of Chester ordered that all children of six 
and upwards should be set to school or virtuous labour on week 
days, and on Sundays and holidays resort to their parish 
churches, " and in the afternoon all the said male children shall 
" be exercised in shooting with bows and arrows, for pins and 
" points only, and that their parents furnish them with bows and 
" arrows, pins and points for the purpose, according to the statute 
" lately made for maintenance of shooting in long bows and 
" artillery, being the ancient defence of the kingdom."!

In the spacious times of great Elizabeth it was an ancient 
custom for the aldermen, justices, sheriffs, and leavemen of 
Chester to meet in the Inner Pentice, every Sunday, for a shot or 
a drinking. So late as 1657 the Mayor sat on the Sunday for 
the administration of justice. That the courts of justice sat on 
Sunday in ancient times is certain, but in the time of Edward 
IV., if not earlier, it had ceased to be a dies jiiridicus for the 
national law courts.!

The day was not thought inappropriate for the execution of 
important measures of police. Thus at nine o'clock on Sunday 
night, July loth, 1570, a search was made throughout Lancashire, 
Cheshire, and other parts of the kingdom, for vagrants, beggars, 
gamesters, rogues, or gipsies. The search lasted all through the 
night, and until four o'clock on Monday afternoon, and resulted 
in the apprehension of 13,000 masterless men.§

Elections were not postponed if the appointed time fell upon 
the first day of the week. At Liverpool, the election of a mayor 
and bailiff is directed by the charter to commence upon St.

* Neales Fasts and festivals, p. 224.
t Lysotfs Cheshire, p. 599.

J Burrows Reports (case of Swann v. Broome), III., 1598-1600. 
3 Baines, 1868, i., 169.
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Luke's Day ; and when that day fell upon a Sunday, the election 
was proceeded with even in the present century.*

Sunday was also not unusually selected for the performance of 
mystery and miracle plays. Several collections of these dramas 
have come down to us. Those played at Chester by the various 
companies of the city were usually performed on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday in Whit-week, but they would not differ 
in treatment from those which began a day earlier. The 
mysteries were dramatic representations of scenes of biblical 
history or of matters intended to symbolize one or other of the 
mysteries of the Christian faith, whilst the miracle plays were 
founded on the legends of the wonder-working powers of the 
saints of the Church of Rome. The distinction between the two 
was not always very nicely observed. In their earlier and 
simpler form they were probably intended to impress the 
narratives upon the minds of the monks, as they were performed 
in the open church, and chiefly by the younger brethren. The 
dialogue was in Latin; but the chief points of the story were 
probably made intelligible by dumb show, and to that extent 
capable of being understood and enjoyed by the lay folk who 
were allowed to witness the performance. The Englishman 
Hilarius, who was a disciple of Abelard, wrote in the twelfth 
century three plays, on the Raising of Lazarus, the History of 
St. Daniel, and the Miracle of St. Nicholas. As early as the 
thirteenth century, plays in the French vernacular occur, and in 
the next century we find that in England also it had been 
discovered that if anything was to be taught by these interludes 
they must be spoken in a tongue that " was understanded of the 
" common people." The performers were still for the most part   
clerics, but in the fifteenth century laymen took part, and 
probably the greater share, in the representation. Chaucer, in 
describing Absolon, the parish clerk, tells us

Sometime to show his lightnesse and maistrie, 
lie plaieth Herod on a skaffold hie.

* Parliamentary Paper: Return made by W. Suitham, juu., deputy town clerk, in 1832.
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The last line points to a still further development of the Indus. 
The church was probably found to be inconvenient for such 
displays, alike for spectators and actors, and stages were erected 
for the purpose in the open air. Here in some green field, stretch 
ing by the side of a clear river, still unfouled by manufactures, 
the Thespians erected their scaffolds, or placed them upon carts, 
and constructed their sometimes elaborate arrangements for the 
separation of the scenes in heaven, earth, and hell. Amongst 
the payments recorded at Coventry* is that of 2d. " for mending 
"the mouth of hell" and sd. "for setting the world on fire." 
Amongst the stage properties at Coventry we find recorded a 
"girdle for God," a " scldall " or seat for God, which cost I2d., 
and a new " sudere " for God, bought for 7d. The latter was 
a reronica or handkerchief, upon which the portrait of Jesus 
was supposed to be imprinted by his bloody sweat. The faces 
of the performers were also disguised by masks and visors. 
The classical student will recall more than one analogy between 
these mediaeval performances and the Thespian comedy of 
Greece.

The Chester plays belong to the later age of the medixval 
drama, for although they were perhaps originally composed 
in the fourteenth century, they were not entirely discontinued 
until the commencement of the seventeenth century. The 
proclamation made by William Newall,  ' clarke of the Pendice," 
in 24 Hen. VIII., gives, in an argumentative form, the motives 
and justification of those who adopted this method of edifying 
the common people. " For as much as ould tyme, not only 
" for the augmentation and increase of the body and catholik 
"faith of our Saviour Jesu Christ, and to exort the mindes of 
" comon people to good devotion and holsome doctrine thereof, 
" but also for the comenwelth and prosperity of this citty, a play 
"and declaration of divers storyes of the Bible, beginning with 
" the creation and fall of Lucifer, and ending with the generall 
"judgment of the world, to be declared and played in the 
" Whitsomc weeke, was devised and made by one Sr. Henry

* Sharp, pp. 57, 73, 74- 
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" Frances, somtyme moonck of this monastrey disolvcd, who 
" obtayning and gat of Clemant, then bushop of Rome, a 1000 
" dayes of pardon, and of the bushop of Chester at that tyme 40 
"dayes of pardon, granted from thensforth to every person 
"resorting, in peaceble maner with good devotion, to heare and 
" see the sayd playes from tyme to tyme, as oft as the shall be 
" played within the sayed citty (and that every person or persons 
" disturbing the sayd playes in any maner wise to be accused by 
" the authority of the sayd pope Clemant's bulls, untill such tyme 
" as he or they be absolved therof) which playes were devised to 
" the honor of God by John Arnway, then maior of this citty of 
" Chester, his bretheren, and whole cominalty therof, to be brought 
" forth, declared, and played, at the cost and charges of the 
" craftesmen and occupations of the sayd citty, which hitherunto 
" have from tyme to tyme used and performed the same 
" accordingly.

" Wherfore Mr. maior, in the king's name, stratly chargeth and 
" comandeth that every person and persons, of what estate, degree, 
" or condition so ever he or they be resorting to the sayd playes, 
" do use themselves peaciblie, without making any asault, affray, 
" or other disturbance, wherby the same playes shall be disturbed, 
" and that no maner of person or persons, which so ever he or 
" they be, do use or weare any unlawfull weapons within the 
"precinct of the sayd citty during the tyme of the sayd playes 
" (not only upon payn of cursing by authority of the sayd Pope 
" Clemant's bulls, but also) upon payne of enprisonment of their 
" bodyes, and making fine to the king at Mr. Maior's pleasure."

The selection of plays by the different trades must have been 
in many cases purely arbitrary, though occasionally the eternal 
fitness of things is manifest in a quaint congruity. The tanners 
showed the Fall of Lucifer; the drapers the Creation and the 
Murder of Abel; " the good symple water-leaders and drawers of 
" Deey" told the story of the Flood; the barbers and wax-chandlers 
played the Sacrifice of Abraham; the cappers and linen drapers 
performed Balaam and his Asse, " and set it out lively j" the 
wrights had for topic the Legend of Octavian; the slaters exhibited
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the Birth of Christ ; the painters and glaziers showed the Herald 
Angels appearing to the Shepherds ; the vintners acted the part of 
the Wise Men of the East ; the mercers showed the Babe in the 
Manger ; the goldsmiths made " comely shewe " of the Slaughter 
of the Innocents ; the smiths played Christ in the Temple ; the 
butchers exhibited the story of the Temptation ; the glovers had 
as subject the Raising of Lazarus ; the corvisors showed the 
Entry of Christ into Jerusalem ; the bakers set forth the Last 
Supper ; to the fletchers, bowyers, coopers, stringers, and iron 
mongers was assigned the Representation of the Sufferings and 
Death of Jesus ; to the cooks fell the Harrowing of Hell ; the 
skinners performed the Resurrection; the saddlers and fusterers 
showed the Appearance at Emmaus ; the tailors showed forth the 
mystery of the Ascension ; the fishmongers had the pageant of 
the Holy Ghost to perform ; after which the shearmen acted the 
Coming of Antichrist, whose overthrow was shown by the 
dyers and " hewsters," after which the weavers came on in the 
last scene of all the world's history, when good and bad alike 
should come to Doomsday.

These plays, it will be seen, present a sort of compendium 
of the theological ideas then in vogue. How intensely anthro 
pomorphic were the ideas entertained of the Deity in the 
middle ages can only be realized by the scenes in which the 
actor, assuming the character of God, rehearsing the works of 
the six days, says 

Tomorowe the seventh day I will solempe, 
And of worcke take my reste,

and proceeding to where Adam is supposed to have been created 
and leading him, amidst the playing of the minstrels, into Para 
dise and to the tree of knowledge.

The purists of to-day are accustomed, and not always without 
reason, to lament the scanty dresses of the ballet, but what would 
they say to a " stage direction " like this ? " Then Adam and Eve 
shall stande nackede and shall not be ashamed." Mr. Wright was 
inclined to think that this is " merely figurative," but there is no 
ground in the text for his charitable view. One of the incidents in

E 2
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the sixth play is even coarser. The language of the mothers of 
the Innocents slaughtered by the knights of Herod would now be 
thought vulgar in the lowest slum. The ranting speeches of the king 
gave rise to Shakspere's phrase of one who " out-herods Herod." 
There arc other indications of the coarse manners of the times, 
when the comic element in the dramas had to be supplied either 
by rude pictures of domestic strife or by grotesque diablerie. 
The wife of Noah figures as a comic " old woman ;" flouts her 
husband ; joins in singing a " good gossip's song " with her neigh 
bours ; will not enter the ark until she has drunk a quart of 
" Malmsine, good and strong," and administers a blow on Noah's 
" nut" as soon as she is in the ship of refuge. In the history 
of Abraham the post of Chorus is occupied by an " expositor 
" equitando," who explains to the " unlearned standing hereby" 
the significance of the scene. This function is sometimes 
discharged by a " godly doctor." The shepherds make a 
cooperative supper, consisting of new-baked bread, onions, garlic, 
leeks, butter that was " bought in Blackon," green cheese, 
Halton ale, hot meat, " a jannacke of Lancastershire," a sheep's 
head " sawsed in ale," a " grayne to laye on the greene," sour 
milk, " a gigges foote from puddinge purye," and other ingre 
dients, making a menu not to have been expected on the green 
hill side, away from house and home. This scene, with its homely 
supper and stiff wrestling bout, must have been one of the earliest 
attempts at a realistic presentation of English common life. In 
the " harrowing of hell" the popular sentiment as to drunkenness 
is expressed by a "dear darling" of Satan, a woman who has 
been " of wyne and ale a trustie brewer."

' ' Mysspendynge
mochc maulte brewinge so theyne 
Selling small cuppes moneye to w'yn."

It is curious to hear her accusing her master, "mighty 
" Mahounde," of complicity in the dilution and adulteration of 
ale. Mahomet had another method of dealing with the trouble 
some problem of intemperance. It is probably an insular pre 
judice that causes the lady to denounce " newe made clarytte "
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as a cause of sickness and disease. The lady's evil deeds win 
her the commendation of Satan and an offer of marriage from 
the second demon, who says 

Welckome, derc lad ye, I shall thee wedd, 
For manye a heavye and droncken head, 
Cause of thy ale were broughte to bead, 
Farre worse than anye beaste.

There is a certain rough vigour in the pourtrayal of the 
day of judgment, with the embodiment therein of the pope, the 
emperor, the king, the justice, and the merchant condemned to 
the fires of the hell. It must have required some courage on 
the part of the monastic dramatist to place a sovereign pontiff of 
Christendom amongst those who were suffering and eternally  
the penal fires. Mr. Ruskin's disciples may notice that one of 
the merchant's offences is thus described : 

Occure [usury] I used willfullye, 
Wanne I never so moche theirby.

In 1529 there was played at Chester a play founded on the 
story of King Robert of Sicily. In 1577 the Shepherds' Play 
was performed at the High Cross, and other triumphs at the 
Roodeye, before the Earl of Derby and Lord Strange. In 1589 
the play was the life of King Ebranke, an early British king, who 
is fabled to have had twenty wives, twenty sons, and thirty 
daughters.

On the Sunday after Midsummer in the year 1563 the play of 
" Robert Cicell" was played at the High Cross, and on the 
corresponding festival in 1564 the story of /Eneas and Dido was 
played on the Roodeye, with much spectacular display.* Sir 
Lawrence Smith was mayor in 1558, 1563, and 1570, and there 
is still extant an agreement between him and two artists who 
covenanted to paint and have in readiness, with all the furniture 
thereto belonging, "four gyants, one unicorne, one dromedarye, 
" one luce, one camell, one asse, one dragon, six hobbye horses, 
" and sixteen naked boys, and the same being in readiness, shall 
" bear or carry, or cause to be borne and carried during the

* Chester's Triumph (Chetham Soc. iii. ), p. vi., vii.
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Watche " on St. John's Eve, &c. ;;: The giants appear to have been 
enormous figures made of hoops, deal boards, nails, pasteboard, and 
similar materials, fastened together partly by nails and partly by 
paste, in which it was necessary to put arsenic, to prevent the giants 
from being eaten by rats ! The figures were covered with cloth, 
buckram, &c., and decorated with tinsel, gold and silver leaf, and 
similar ornaments. Archdeacon Rogers has left the following 
description of a performance, which took place in 1595. "The 
" time of the yeare they were played was on Monday, Tuesday, 
" and Wensedaye in VVhitson weeke. The maner of these 
" vveare every company had his pajiant or parte, which pajiants 
" weare a high scafolde with 2 rowmes, a higher and a lower, 
" upon four wheeles. In the lower they apparelled them selves. 
" and in the higher rowme they played, beinge all open on the 
" tope, that all behoulders mighte heare and see them. The 
" places where they played then was in every streete. They 
" begane first at the abay gates, and when the firste pajiante was 
" played, it was wheeled to the highe crosse before the mayor, 
" and so to every streete; and soe every streete had a pajiant 
" playinge before them at one time, till all the pajiantes for the 
" day appoynted weare played ; and when one pajiant was neere 
" ended, worde was broughte from streete to streete, that soe the 
" mighte come in place thereof, exedinge orderlye, and all the 
" streetes have theire pajiantes afore them all at one time 
" playeinge togeather ; to se which playes was greate resorte, and 
" also scafoldes and stages made in the streetes in those places 
" where they determined to play theire pajiantes."

The same characteristics might be further illustrated from the 
" Towneley Mysteries," which were once thought to have been 
the property of the abbey of Whalley, but are now credited to 
the Canons of Woodkirk. The performances would attract great 
numbers to the fairs at Woodkirk. The peaceful festivities were 
occasionally interrupted by untoward persons, as when John de 
Heton and Amabil his wife made a general assault upon the 
spectators assembled at the Nativity Fair. It was probably owing

* Sharp, p. 204.



Sunday in Lancashire and Clicshire. 55

to such disturbances that in 1542 Bishop Bonner prohibited " all 
" manner of common plays, games, or interludes to be set forth 
" or declared within their churches, chapels, &c." This order was 
certainly not generally enforced."

In 1599 the Mayor of Chester, being "a godly and zealous 
"man," broke the civic monsters that they could "not goe." 
They were set out again in 1601, but suffered sad eclipse in the 
civil war period. With the Restoration they were revived, but 
finally abolished in 1678.

The Corpus Christi plays sometimes began on the Sunday at 
" six of the bell." t Weever, who was a Lancashire man, tells 
us that Richard " Marlow was Lord Mayor in the year 1409, 
" in whose mayoralty there was a play at Skinners' Hall, which 
" lasted eight days (saith Stow) ' to hear which most of the 
" 'greatest estates of England were present.' The subject of the 
" play was the sacred Scriptures from the creation of the world. 
" They call this Corpus Christi play in my country, which I have 
" seen acted at Preston and Lancaster, and last of all at Kendall, 
" in the beginning of the reign of King James ; for which the 
" townsmen were sore troubled ; and upon good reasons the 
" play finally supprest, not only there but in all other townes of 
" the kingdom."|

That the religious teaching of the Mysteries was not very 
effective is evidenced by a statement of the Rev. John Shaw, an 
earnest puritan at Cartmel, who found the people ignorant but 
willing, and frequently had some thousands of hearers who 
thronged the church so, that at nine o'clock in the morning he 
had great difficulty in reaching the pulpit. One day he met an 
old man, " sensible enough in other things," who was ignorant of 
all knowledge of God, and apparently devoid of theological 
information of any kind. When the minister began to explain 
about Christ to the old man, " Oh, sir," said he, " I think I heard 
" of that man you speak of once in a play at Kendall, called

  Townley Mysttries (Surtees Society, 1836, p. xvii.) Sharp, p. 7.
I Sharpe, p. 7. 

\ Funeral Monuments, p. 405.
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" Corpus Christ's play, where there was a man on a tree, and 
" blood ran down, &c. And afterwards he professed that he 
" could not remember that he ever heard of salvation by Jesus 
" but in that play."

Plays were not only acted in the theatres of London, but 
companies of actors went forth into the country and performed 
at the great houses of the gentry for the entertainment of the host 
and guests. The first royal license was to the Globe Theatre, on the 
Bankside, in 1574, the actors being under the protection of the 
Earl of Leicester, and bearing his name. Other noblemen gave 
permission to these small itinerant guilds to wear their badge. 
The accounts of the Shuttleworths of Gawthorp contain many 
entries of gratuities paid to players and wandering minstrels. 
They were in especial demand when marriages or other festivities 
were being celebrated. Gawthorp appears to have patronised 
them freely at the wedding of Ann and Ellinor Shuttleworth. 
The players of Sir Peter Leigh, of the Earl of Essex, of the 
Earl of Derby, of Lord Dudley, of Lord Mounteagle, and of 
Lord Stafford repeatedly visited the mansions of Sunthills and 
and Gawthorp between 1586 and 1617. There were also players 
who are described as of, or from, Preston, Nantwich, Garstang, 
Blackburn, Chester, Downham, &c. The piper of Padiham, the 
musicians of Chester, the waits of Halifax, are also mentioned 
as receiving gratuities. In the early history of the drama, the 
plays appear to have been "acted upon Sundays only; after 1579 
" they were acted on Sundays and other days indiscriminately." 
Thus, in 1589, the Queen's players and the Earl of Essex's 
players arrived at Knowsley, and on the Sunday following, the 
rector of Standish preached in the morning, the Queen's men 
acted in the afternoon, and the Earl's men at night. At Lathom, 
on Sunday, nth January, 1589, Mr. Caldwell preached in the 
morning, and "that night the players played." September ijth, 
Mr. Leigh preached, and the Queen's players played in the 
afternoon, and Lord Essex's at night.*

Dean Nowell's account book shews a gift of i2d. to the

* Stanley Papers and Shitttlnvorth Accounts (Chetham Sociey).
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minstrel of Sir Thomas Hesketh of Ruflbrd. Alexander 
Hoghton bequeathed all his musical instruments and play 
clothes to his brother Thomas, if he decided to keep players; 
and if not, then to Sir Thomas Hesketh.*

As an evidence of the rising tide of Puritanism, we find that 
in 1590 complaint was made that the "popish fasts and festivals" 
were better observed than " the Sabbath," and that on the latter 
day, fairs and markets were commonly held in most towns, and 
wakes, ales, greens, maygames, rushbearings, doveales, bonfires, 
gaming, piping and dancing celebrated upon it.f

We have no records of the acting of Mystery Plays in 
Manchester; but one often-cited passage shews that Bradford 
the Martyr, preaching in the reign of Edward VI., " told the 
" people, as it were by a prophetical spirit, that as they did not 
" readily embrace the Word of God, mass should be said again 
" in that church, and the play of Robin Hood acted there, 
" which accordingly came to pass in Queen Mary's reign."t 
Robin Hood often had a part in the May-day festivities. It is 
possible that this may have been the " playe of Robyn Hode 
" very proper to be played in Maye Games," which was printed 
by Copland. The characters are, Little John, Friar Tuck, the 
Potter (who is represented with a rose garland on his head), and 
his boy Jacke. As the play ends very abruptly, it may be only 
a fragment, especially as Maid Marian does not appear on the 
scene.

The sport of the Lord of Misrule is described by Stubbs, the 
fanatical Puritan. The wild heads of the parish having appointed 
one to be " my Lord of Misrule," he made choice of twenty or 
even a hundred companions, who dressed in gay-coloured clothes 
and decked out in scarfs, ribbons and laces, and hung over with 
" gold rings, precious stones, and other jewels " have each from 
twenty to twenty-four bells on their legs, " with rich hand-

Thomas Newton, of Chester, in a treatise touching dice play and profane gaming, 
arks " Augustine forbiddeth us to bestowe any money for the seeing of stage plays and 
iterludes, or to give any thing unto players therein ; and yet these kind of persons doe, 
"ter a sorte, let out their labour unto ns, and their Industrie many times is laudable."

t Chetham Society, vol. xcvi., p. 2. i Hollingworth's Mannerisms.
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" kerchiefs in their hands and sometimes laid across their 
" shoulders, borrowed for the most part of their pretty Mopsies 
"and loving Bessies for bussing them in the dark." This gay 
throng, with "their hobby-horses, their dragons, and other 
" antiques," with pipers and drummers, danced along through the 
crowd of admiring villagers to the church, "though the minister 
" be at church or preaching." The folk in the church stood up 
on forms and pews to watch this motley procession, which, 
leaving the church, proceeded outside, where booths and arbours 
were fixed. "And thus," exclaims Puritan Stubbs, "these 
" terrestrial furies spend the Sabboth day." Another Puritan 
states that the mayinarrions were men dressed up as women, 
contrary to Deut. xxii. 5 and that the morris dancers sometimes 
" danced naked in nets ; " and that the custom of young men 
and girls going on the previous evening to fetch the mayboughs 
was a source of impropriety.* Northbrooke makes the same 
accusation.

The morris dance is considered to be a modification of a 
Moorish dance. Peck considers that it was introduced into 
England on the return of John of Gaunt, but Douce thinks it 
more likely to have come from the French or the Fleming. 
Morris dancers accompanied the Robin Hood pageant, but were, 
at least originally, a subsidiary part of the spectacle. The morris 
dancers continued to be in favour in Lancashire, but their Sunday 
sports were remitted to a more fitting day. Ritson copies from 
the London Star, a notice of the visit of the morris dancers of 
Pendleton to Salford, on Monday, 3oth July, 1792.!

The honours paid the Queen of the May, whether represented 
by a male " Maid Marian " or by some rustic beauty elected to be 
mistress of the sports, is in all probability a survival of the 
worship once paid to the goddess Flora in the Roman festival.]

The hobby-horse was a structure of pasteboard, counterfeiting 
the head and tail of a horse, the omitted parts of the beast being 
covered by a cloth, and the simulated cavalier exerting all his

* Douce's Illustrations, p. 584. + Ritson. R. H., I., ccxxiii. t Douce, p. 590.
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skill in* grotesque parodies of equestrian ability. From the 
horse's -mouth was suspended a ladle, for the contributions of the 
admiring audience.

Amongst all but the highest classes, Sunday was the chief time 
for social festivities. The wedding feasts or "bride ales" were 
held on the Sunday, and the feasting at them was the subject of 
many regulations by the Court Leet Jury of Manchester. It was 
decreed in 1566 that not more than fourpence a head should be 
paid at these gatherings, and those who exceeded that sum were 
fined in 303. The wedding guests were enlivened by the music 
of the town waits, and the Court Leet set their face against any 
attempt to introduce strange musicians, to the prejudice of the 
pipers of the town. In 1569, exception as to cost was made in 
favour of " ales for highways, bridges, or churches." These 
" ales " were assemblages for social and business purposes, which 
sometimes degenerated into dangerous license. It was ordered 
in 1574, that any person "found drunken in any ale house," 
should pass a night in the dungeon and pay a fine of 6d. ; and if 
he were too poor to find this sum, then " the goodman or the 
" goodwife" of the ale house had to pay for him. If the ale 
keeper was found drunk, he was to be imprisoned for the night, 
" and from thenceforth be discharged from alehouse-keeping." 
Children and servants frequented the wedding ales, and this 
was forbidden by fines levied on the fathers and masters. 1"

In 1579, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, Henry Earl of 
Derby, Henry Earl of Huntington, and William Bishop of 
Chester, in an assembly at Manchester, issued a proclamation 
against " pipers and minstrels making and frequenting bear-baiting 
" and bull-baiting on the Sabbath days or upon any other days ; 
" and also against superstitious ringing of bells, wakes and 
" common feasts, drunkenness, gaming, and other vicious and 
" unprofitable pursuits." This cannot have been very operative, 
for a document probably issued in March, 1589, and signed by 
J. Byron, R. Shirborn, E. Trafford, and other Lancashire gentle 
men sets forth that " the enormities of the Sabothe " are, wakes,

* Manchester Court Leet Records (Chetham Society).
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fairs, markets, bear-baits, bull-baits, ales, May games, resorting 
to ale houses in times of divine service, piping and dancing, 
hunting, and all manner of unlawful gaming. The document 
then calls upon mayors, churchwardens, &c., to suppress these 
enormities by all lawful means. In this year, Robert Asnall, of 
Gorton, "was slain with a bull at the stake." *

The teaching of the Puritans was set forth by Dr. Nicholas 
Bound, who, in 1595, and again in 1606, issued a weighty 
treatise, in which the identity of the Sabbath and Sunday was 
asserted, and the strictest view taken of the obligations of the 
day, and of the sinfulness of recreation upon it. The insertion 
of the fourth commandment in the Liturgy, and the prayer of 
the people that their hearts might be " inclined to keep this law " 
had paved the way for the Puritan doctrine. It spread with 
rapidity, and was embraced with great fervour. " On this day," 
says Fuller, " the stoutest fencer laid down the buckler ; the 
" most skilful archer unbent his bow, counting all shooting beside 
" the mark; May games and morris dances grew out of request; 
" and good reason that bells should be silenced from jingling 
" about men's legs, if their very ringing in steeples were adjudged 
" unlawful. Some of them were ashamed of their former 
" pleasures, like children, which, grown bigger, blush themselves 
" out of their rattles and whistles. Others forebore for fear of 
" their superiors; and many left off out of a politic compliance, 
" lest otherwise they should be accounted licentious." Bound 
allowed cooking of meat on Sundays; but whilst he denied the 
lawfulness of the labour of harvest and seed time, he was willing 
to allow something to the " feasts of noblemen and great 
" personages," since they represent " in some measure the majesty 
" of God on the earth " ! The essence of Bound's doctrine, 
reduced to practice, is that " upon the Lord's day we ought to 
" rest from all honest recreations and lawful delights." He called 
upon the civil power to enforce this Sabbath.

The Sunday entries in the private diary of Dr. John Dee, 
Warden of Manchester, are notable, as its latest editor has pointed

* Lancashire Lieutenancy (Chetham Society), p. 218.
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out, for saying very little about the spiritual condition of the 
parish over which Dee presided. We find him paying wages and 
receiving cattle from his Welsh kinsfolk. On Sunday, the 2ist 
of August, 1597, he records that "The Erie and Cowntesse of 
" Derby had a banket at my lodging at the Colledge hora 4}^." 
The banquet of this period we are told by Wright was " often 
" held in the garden." At the banquet the choicest wines were 
brought forth, and the table.was covered with pastry and sweet 
meats, of which our forefathers at this period appear to have been 
extremely fond. A usual article at the banquet was marchpanes 
or biscuits made of sugar and almonds, in different fanciful 
forms, such as men, animals, houses, &c. There was generally 
one at least in the form of a castle, which the ladies and gentle 
men were to batter to pieces, in frolic, by attacking it with sugar 
plums. :|;

Robert Heywood, in his " Observations," has this verse : 

Playinge upon the Saboeth dayes
To breed distractions in the mitide, 

Yea, full as much and many vvaycs 
As worke or worldly thoughts I linde :

Then rest thy minde (instead of playc) 
In God, and sport another day.

" Judgments" upon Sabbath breakers were freely cited. One 
was of a noble who, for hunting upon the Sunday, was punished 
by the birth of a child with a dog's head. The accident at Paris 
garden on the I3th January, 1583, when a thousand persons arc 
said to have been present at a bear-baiting, was another notable 
instance for the -followers of Bound. The efforts of Whitgift to 
suppress the book were unavailing.

When James I. in 1617, on his return from Scotland, passed 
through Lancashire, there was every desire to do him honour, 
and to give him a hearty welcome. On the i4th of August he 
came to Carlisle, and thence by Appleby, Wharton, Kendal, 
Hornby Castle, and Ashton to Myerscough and Houghton Tower. 

Sir Richard Houghton had induced many of the lesser gentry of

* Wright: Homes of other Days, p. 471.
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the neighbourhood to assume his livery, in order to give greater 
grace to the festivities. The request was made to Nicholas Assheton 
and his " brother Sherborne," on Sunday, the ist of June. This 
remnant of feudal clanship was well understood to be merely a 
token of good will, and not to indicate any relation of dependency. 
One of those who thus put on Sir Richard's cloth was Nicholas 
Assheton of Downham. who has left, in the rough memoranda of 
his diary, some striking pictures of the festivities. Sir Richard 
went forward to meet the king, but the monarch had made his 
entrance into the forest of Garstang by another way. He was 
overtaken by the Lancashire gentry with Sir Richard at their 
head, who slept to the side of the king's coach, and told him 
that there his majesty's forest began. After the arrival at 
Myerscough Lodge the king hunted and killed a buck. The 
next day was marked by more hunting and by a royal declaration, 
which was afterwards to become famous as the Book of Sports. 
When Squire Nicholas listened to " the king's speech about 
" liberty to piping and honest recreation," he had probably very 
little idea of the controversies and results that would arise from 
the promulgation of that apparently welcome and well-timed 
announcement. It is stated that a petition was presented to the 
king by a great number of peasants, tradesmen, and servants of 
the county palatine, asking that t^ey might be allowed the old 
liberty of out-door diversions after the services of the church. 
Where or when this memorial was presented is nowhere stated, 
nor are its terms extant. Certainly those who disliked the inno 
vations of the Puritans lost no time ; for the king's speech is 
recorded by Assheton as having been delivered on the first day 
that his majesty was in Lancashire. The county, it must be 
remembered, was equally noted for its " Puritans " and its 
" Papists," two classes for whom the monarch had a hearty 
dislike. Bishop Morton's biographer received from that prelate 
an account of the origin of the Book of Sports, which is probably 
as accurate a statement as can now be obtained. The recusants 
not unnaturally made the most of the difference between the 
Sundays of the Church before and after the Reformation, and
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represented Protestantism as a religion of gloom and austerity 
The leaders of the recusants hoped " to keep the people from 
" church by dancing and other recreations, even in the time of 
" divine service, especially on holy days and the Lord's day in 
" the afternoon." Morton denounced these Sunday recreations, 
and endeavoured to repress them in his primary visitation. The 
Lancashire lads were not so easily to be converted from their old 
sports, and so some friends of the recusants, or some enemies of 
the gloom of the Puritan Sabbath, represented his action to the 
king as a " high grievance." James I., with all his bad qualities, 
was no enemy of mirth, and his temper would lead him to sym 
pathise with the plea for Sunday sports, and hence, no doubt, his 
rebuke of those who would, as it was then phrased, judaize the 
Sunday. Their triumph over the ecclesiastics " encouraged some 
" to so much boldness the next Lord's Day after, as even to 
" disturb the public worship and service of God by their piping 
" and dancing within hearing of all those that were at church." 
Before proceeding with the Bishop's narrative, let us see how the 
King and his suite spent this particular Sunday. Assheton and 
his fellow-gentlemen servitors offered the lords assembled biscuit, 
wine, and jelly, as the prelude to a sermon preached by Bishop 
Morton, after which the company proceeded to dinner. The 
menu of this repast has survived, and may serve as a contrast to 
the banquets of more modern times.

SUNDAY'S DINNER, THE 17111 OF AUGUST. FOR THE 
LORDS' TABLE.

FIRST COURSE: Pullets   boiled capon   mutton, boiled   
boiled chickens   shoulder of mutton, roast   clucks, boiled   
loin of veal, roast pullets haunch of venison, roast   burred 
capon pasty of venison, hot roast turkey veal, burred swan 
roast, one ; and one for to-morrow chicken pye, hot goose, 
roasted rabbits, cold jiggits of mutton, boiled snipe pye  
breast of veal, boiled capons, roast pullet beef, roast tongue 
pye, cold sprod, boiled herons roast, cold curlew pye, cold  
mince pye, hot custards pig. roast. SECOND COURSE : Hot
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pheasant, one; and one for the king quails, six for the king  
partridge   poults artichoke pye chickens curlews, roast  
peas, buttered rabbits duck plovers red deer pye pig,burred
 hot herons, roast, three of a dish lamb, roast gammon of 
bacon pigeons, roast made dish chicken, burred pear tart  
pullets and grease dryed tongues turkey pye pheasant pye  
pheasant tart hogs' cheeks, dryed turkey chicks, cold.

The dinner was followed, about four o'clock, by a rushbearing, 
preceded by "piping." The king was a spectator in the Middle 
Court of this rustic festival. Doubtless the rush cart would be 
even more heavily laden than usual with its borrowed finery, and 
the lads and lasses who frolicked around it in their holiday 
costume, decked out with garlands and ribbons, would do their 
best to show their rural merriment in its most attractive aspect 
to the " dread monarch," surrounded by his brilliant courtiers. 
After this amusement the Court proceeded to supper, which, if 
less formidable in its character than the dinner, was not merely 
a ceremonial institution, as this " note of the diet " will shew :  
FIRST COURSE : Pullet  boiled capon cold mutton ducks, 
boiled   chickens, baked   pullet   cold neat's-tongue pye   
plovers chickens pear tart rabbits shoulder of mutton, roast
 chicken, boiled cold capon roast veal rabbits, boiled   
pullet turkey, roast pasty of venison, hot shoulder of venison, 
roast   herons, cold   sliced beef umble pye neat's-tongue, 
roast sprod, boiled curlews baked, cold turkeys baked, cold  
neat's feet boiled rabbits rabbits, fried. SECOND COURSE : 
Quails poults herons pease, buttered made dish ducks  
gammon of bacon red deer pye pigeons wild-boar pye  
curlew dry neat's-tongue neat's-tongue tart dried hog's cheek
 red deer pye.*

After supper, the king adjourned to the middle round of the 
garden, and then, about ten or eleven o'clock, there passed before 
him a masque of noblemen, knights, and gentlemen. There were 
some speeches, followed by " dancing the Huckler, Tom Bedlo, 
"and the cowp Justice of the Peace." Sometime during this

* Nichols : Prioresses of James I., p. 402.
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busy day, it is to be presumed, Bishop Morton complained of 
the profaneness of those whose merriment had disturbed the 
worshippers at church. The king, whose reputation for piety 
was all that could be desired, disavowed any intention of 
countenancing such excesses, and left the offenders to the 
censure of the bishop, who was content with " causing the piper 
" to be laid up by the heels," and causing one person not named, 
who was the head and front of the offence, to make public 
acknowledgment and penance. Some of the gentry at Houghton 
Tower, however, still contended that the bishop's action in regard 
to Sunday observance had been harsh and tyrannical. The chief 
thing they desired "was only some innocent recreation for 
" servants and other inferior people on the Lord's Day and holy 
" days, whose laborious callings deprived them of it at all other 
" times." James therefore consulted with Morton as to the best 
way of finding a medium between liberty and license. The 
bishop thereupon left Houghton Tower and proceeded to his 
own lodging at Preston, and "considered of six limitations or 
" restrictions, by way of conditions to be imposed upon every 
" man that should enjoy the benefit of that liberty." Next day 
the bishop presented the result of his labours to the king, 
probably at Lathom House. The British Solomon added a 
seventh condition, and said that he very well approved what had 
been written, and would only alter it from the words of a bishop 
to the words of a king. It was issued as a proclamation from 
the Court at Greenwich in 1618. The king, after reciting "the 
" general complaint of our people that they were barred from 
" all lawful recreation and exercise upon the Sunday's afternoon, 

I " after the ending of divine service," expresses a fear that this will 
In * aid the Romanists by giving them an occasion to represent that 

1 " no honest mirth or recreation is tolerable in our religion," and 
is further apprehensive that this prohibition " barreth the common 
" and meaner sort of people from using such exercises as may 
" make their bodies more able for war." Drunkenness and 
discontented speeches in ale houses are also named as flowing 
from this source : " For when shall the common people have

F
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" leave to exercise, if not upon the Sundays and holidays, seeing 
" they must apply their labour and win their living in all working 
" days ? " The bishop of the diocese was therefore required to 
make the " Puritans and Precisians " to conform to public wor 
ship ; but those who had been to church were to be at liberty after 
the close of the service, and should be allowed lawful recreation, 
" such as dancing either men or women, archery for men, leap- 
" ing, vaulting, or any other such harmless recreation ; nor from 
" having of May-games, Whitson-ales, and morris dances, and the 
" setting up of May-poles and other sports therewith used, so as 
" the same be had in due and convenient time, without impedi- 
" ment or let of divine service; and that women shall have leave 
" to carry rushes to the church for the decoring of it, according 
" to their old custom. But withal we do here account still as 
" prohibited all unlawful games to be used upon Sundays only, 
" as bear and bull baitings, interludes, and at all times in the 
" meaner sort of people by law prohibited, bowling." This is 
the essential part of the Book of Sports, the remainder being a 
prohibition of recusants and non-churchgoers from participation 
in the liberty it allowed. Fuller has recorded " what grief and 
" distraction thereby was occasioned in many honest men's hearts." 
It may be well to quote this document in full, as it has often been 
misrepresented.

"IF BY THE KING."

" Whereas upon Our returne the last yere out of Scotland, We 
" did publish Our Pleasure touching the recreations of Our people 
" in those parts under Our hand : For some causes Vs thereunto 
" moouing, Wee haue thought good to command these Our 
" Directions then giuen in Lancashire with a few words thereunto 
" added, and most appliable to these of Our Realmes, to bee 
" published to all Our Subiects.

" Whereas Wee did iustly in our Progresse through Lancashire, 
" rebuke some Puritanes and precise people, and tooke order that 
" the like vnlawfull carriage should not bee vsed by any of them 
" hereafter, in the prohibiting and vnlawfull punishing of Our good
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" people for vsing their lawfull Recreations, and honest exercises 
" vpon Sundayes and other Holy dayes, after the afternoone 
" Sermon or Seruice : Wee now finde that two sorts of people 
" wherewith that Countrey is much infected, (Wee meane Papists 
" and Puritanes) haue maliciously traduced and calumniated 
" those Our iust and honourable proceedings. And therefore 
" lest Our reputation might vpon the one side (though innocently) 
" haue some aspersion layd vpon it, and that vpon the other part 
" Our good people in that Countrey be misled by the mistaking 
" and misinterpretation of Our meaning : We have therefore 
" thought good hereby to cleare and make Our pleasure to be 
" manifested to all Our good People in those parts.

" It is true that at Our first entry to this Crowne, and King- 
" dome, Wee were informed, and that too truely, that Our County 
" of Lancashire abounded more in Popish Recusants then any 
" County in England, and thus hath still continued since to Our 
" great regrett, with little amendmet, saue that now of late, in 
" Our last riding through Our said County, Wee find both by the 
" report of the Judges, and of the Bishop of that diocesse, that 
" there is some amendment now daily beginning, which is no 
" small contentment to Vs.

" The report of this growing amendment amongst them, made 
" Vs the more sorry, when with Our owne Eares We heard the 
" generall complaint of Our people, that they were barred from 
" all lawfull Recreation and exercise vpon the Sundayes after- 
" noone, after the ending of all Diuine Seruice, which cannot but 
" produce two euils : The one, the hindering of the conuersion of 
" many, whom their Priests will take occasion hereby to vex, 
" persuading them that no honest mirth or recreation is lawfull or 
" tolerable in Our Religion, which cannot but breed a great 
" discontentment in Our peoples hearts, especially of such as are 
" peraduenture vpon the point of turning; The other inconuenience 
" is, that this prohibition barreth the common and meaner sort of 
"people from vsing such exercises as may make their bodies 
" more able for Warre, and Wee or Our Successours shall haue 
" occasion to vse them. And in place thereof set vp filthy

! ' 2
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" tiplings and drunkennesse, and breeds a number of idle and 
" discontented speeches in their Alehouses. For when shall the 
" common people haue leaue to exercise, if not vpon the Sun 
" dayes and holydaies, seeing they must apply their labour and 
" win their lining in all working daies ?

" Our expresse pleasure therefore is, that the Lawes of Our 
" Kingdome, and Canons of Our Church : which to expresse 
" more particularly, Our pleasure is, That the Bishop, and all other 
" inferiour Churchmen, and Churchwardens, shall for their parts 
" be carefull and diligent, both to instruct the ignorant, and 
" conuince and reforme them that are mis-led in Religion, 
" presenting them that will not conforme themselues, but obsti- 
" nately stand out to Our Judges and Justices: Whom Wee 
" likewise command to put the Law in due execution against 
" them.

" Our pleasure likewise is, That the Bishop of that Diocesse 
" take the like straight order with all the Puritanes and Precisians 
" within the same, either constraining them to conforme them- 
" selues, or to leaue the County according to the Lawes of Our 
" Kingdome and Canons of Our Church, and is to strike equally 
" on both hands, against the contemners of Our Authority and 
" Adversaries of Our Church. And as for Our good peopells 
" lawfull Recreation, Our Pleasure likewise is, That after Diuine 
" Seruice, Our good people be not disturbed, letted, or dis- 
" courged from any lawfull recreation, Such as dauncing, either 
" men or women, archery for men, leaping, vaulting, or any other 
" such harmlesse Recreation, nor from hauing May-Games, 
" Whitson Ales, and Morrisdances, and the setting vp of May- 
" poles and other sports therewith vsed, so as the same be had in 
" due and conuenient time, without impediment or neglect of 
" Diuine Seruice: And that women shall haue leaue to carry 
" rushes to the Churches for the decoring of it, according to their 
" old costam. But withall We doe here account still as pro- 
" hibited all vnlawfull games to bee vsed vpon Sundayes onely, 
" as Beare and Bullbaitings, Interludes, and at all times in the 
" meaner sort of people by law prohibited, Bowling.
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" And likewise We barre from this benefite and liberty, all 
" such known recusants, either men or women, as will abstaine 
" from comming to Church or Diuine Seruice, being therefore 
" vmvorthy of any lawfull recreation after the said Seruice, that 
" will not first come to the Church and serue God : Prohibiting 
" in like sort the said Recreations to any that, though conforme 
" in Religion, are not present in the Church at the Seruice of 
" God, before their going to the said Recreations. Our pleasure 
" likewise is, That they to whom it belongeth in Office, shall 
" present and sharpely punish all such as in abuse of this Our 
" liberty, will vse these exercises before the ends of all Diuine 
" Seruice for that day. And We likewise straightly command, 
" that euery person shall resort to his owne Parish Church to 
'  heare Diuine Seruice, and each Parish by it selfe to vse the 
" said Recreation after Diuine Seruice. Prohibiting likewise any 
" Offensiue weapons to be carried or vsed in the said times of 
" Recreations. And Our pleasure is, That this Our Declaration 
" shall bee published by order from the Bishop of the Diocesse, 
" through all the Parish Churches, and that both Our Judges of 
" Our Circuit, and Our Justices of Our Peace be informed 
" thereof.

" Given at our Mannour of Greenwich the foure and twentieth 
" day of May, in the sixteenth yeere of our reigne of England, 
" France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the one and fiftieth."

Nicholas Assheton, the Squire of Downham, though fond of 
field sports and not always abstemious in his habits, was yet a 
regular church-goer and accounted a Puritan. On Sunday, 
Sept. 17, he enters in his diary: "All to church. Mr. Leigh of 
" Standish preached. Afternoon copyhold business in hand. 
" Divers gentlemen went into the town with Sir John Talbot. 
" My father lay in the abbey. I to Portfield again." The entry 
for the following ipth July is even further removed from the 
Puritan ideal: " Sherborne, Starkee, &c., to Clitheroe : staid 
" drinking some wyne : soe to a summer game : Sherburne's 
" mare run, and lost the bell; made merrie : staid untill, &c.,
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" 2 o'clock at Downham." On one occasion Richard Sherburne, 
who was so drunk on a Sunday that he fell and dislocated his 
shoulder, a few days later is found in hot argument about the 
impropriety of the curate of Slaidburne, who administered the 
Holy Communion without a surplice ! On Sunday, igth July, 
1619, we find that odd Puritan, Nicholas Assheton, engaged in a 
horse race for a wager, which " summer game" was followed by 
hard drinking, with which the company made merry.

Mr. John Bruen of Bruen Stapleford was a nearer approach 
to the typical Puritan than the hard-riding Squire of Downham. 
Mr. (afterwards Sir) John Done and his wife were placed by her 
father as boarders with Bruen, whose house seems to have been 
a Protestant monastery. Young Done and his bride did not 
relish the dulness of the Bruen Stapleford Sunday, whereupon 
the Bruens " did conspire to do him good ;" and ten of the 
family the.host being the last enlarged upon the sanctification 
of the Lord's day. This must have been as terrible as the fate 
which Sidney Smith described as being talked to death by wild 
curates. Another of Bruen's guests was his cousin Dutton, who 
" being pressed and charged," says Bruen, " by some of great 
" place to maintain his royalty of minstrelsy for piping and 
" dancing on the Sabbath day, my minister, my selfe, and my 
" family were earnest against it." They prevailed upon him to 
have the Sunday omitted. Done entertained King James in 
1617, and was knighted by him.

Mr. Bruen had a great horror of wakes and rushbearings ; and 
to counteract "all riot and excesse of eating and drinking, 
" dalliance and dancing, sporting and gaming, and other abomin- 
" able impieties and idolatries," was in the habit of inviting the 
best affected preachers in the diocese, who spent the greater part 
of the three days of Tarvin wakes in preaching, " so as the pipers 
" and fiddlers and bearwards, and players and gamesters, had no 
" time left them for their varieties." *

In 1625, an act received the royal assent of Charles I., by 
which bear-baiting, bull-baiting, interludes, common plays, and

* Assheton's Journal, p. 31.
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other "unlawful exercises" on Sunday were prohibited. It was 
especially directed against concourses of non-parishioners.

In 1633, Charles I., by the advice of Archbishop Laud, re 
issued the "Book of Sports," with an explanatory preface. This 
was no doubt intended to counteract the growing strength and 
fervour of the Puritans, but it only intensified their zeal and their 
hatred of Laud. The impolitic action of Laud, in punishing 
those who conscientiously refused to read this document, was 
one of the causes of his downfall. Ten years later, the Long 
Parliament caused this declaration to be burned by the common 
hangman.

Some of the festivities allowed by the Book of Sports are 
described with animation in a " country song," preserved by 
Mr. Blundell* : 

Robin and Ralph and Willy
Took Susan and Ginnet and Cisly ;
And Roger and Richard and Geordy
Took Mary and Peggy and Marjory ;
And danced a hornpipe merrily :
Tired out the bagpipe and fiddle
With dancing the hornpipe and didle. >
But Gilbert and Thomas and Harry, 
Whose sweethearts were Nell, Nan, and Marie,

, ' Took sides against Giles, James, and Richard, ; 
Whose wenches were Joan, Jane, and Bridget. 
The wager was for a wheat cake. 
They danced till their bones did ache, 
That Gilbert and Nanny and Nellie 
Did sweat themselves into a jelly.
The lads of Chowbent were there,
And had brought their dogs to the bear ;
But they had no time to play,
They danced away the day ;
For hither then they had brought Knex
To play Chowbent hornpipe, that Nick's,
Tommy's, and Geffrey's shoon
Were worn quite through with the tune.
The lads of Latham did dance 
Their Lord Strange hornpipe, which once 
Was held to be the best, 
And far to exceed all the rest. 
But now they do hold it too sober, 
And therefore will needs give it over. 
They call on their piper then jovially, 
" Play us brave Roger o' Coverley."

* Cavaliers Notebook,
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The Meols men danced their Cop,
And about the may-pole did hop,
Till their shoes were so full of sand,
That they could no longer stand.
The Formby trotter supplied,
Who, though that his breeches were wide,
Yet would they ne'er give it o'er
Till the piper was ready to snore.
But Gilbert and Susan and Nanny, 
With Tom and Dick, Cisly, and many, 
Tripped and skipped full merrily, 
The music now sounding out cheerily. 
Dick booted, Nel flouted, he shouted 
"Tak't thee James Pyper of Formby; 

. "Tak't thee, tak't thee, tak't thee, 
"Tak't thee James Pyper of Formby."
At length it was time to go, 
And Susan did hear the cock crow. 
The maids might go make up the fires, 
Or else be chid by their sires. 
Next holyday, they'll ha' their fill 
At Johnson's o' th' Talke of the hill, 
Where Bell shall be brought to play. 
Alack, how I long for that day !

Sir William Brereton, when travelling in Holland, entered 
Amsterdam on Whitsunday afternoon, 1634-5, and observes :  
" Here is little respect had to the sanctity of the Sabbath : the 
" young children girls walked all the Sabbath in the afternoon 
" with cups or tuns in their hands ; they were about five or six 
" years of age; other elder, about ten and thirteen and fourteen 
" years of age, guided these little ones, and sung, screaming 
" and squeaking and straining their voices. Such as they met 
" gave them money, which they put into the cups, which was 
" intended to buy a wassail-cup or carouse : this they continued 
" all Monday."

Amongst the ejected ministers was Sabbath Clark, Minister of 
Tarvin in Cheshire. Dr. Cosin, at a visitation held at Warrington 
in 1643, had him " rebaptized, look's marke and call'd him 
"Saturday."* In 1634 Edward Burghal, Puritan Vicar of Acton, 
notes that a woman in Chester, " going upon the walls to get 
" plums on the Lord's day, fell down and broke her neck."

Views opposed to the Puritans were entertained by many 
in the Church. Thus Bishop Sanderson allows " shooting,

* Bardsley: Curiosities of Puritan Nomenclature, p. 180.
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" leaping and pitching bar, stool ball, &c.," as proper recreations 
for the " ruder sort of people," who would find no recreation in 
the walking and discoursing that would be for men of liberal 
education " a pleasant recreation." Others were somewhat 
vacillating in their conduct. Dr. John Pocklington preached in 
1636, at the visitation of the Bishop of Lincoln, a violent attack 
on the Puritan doctrine, which was printed with the title of 
" Sunday no Sabbath." Four years later the Long Parliament 
had the book burned by the hangman, and the author was tried 
by a Committee of Peers. He refused to recant, and was 
deprived of the offices of Prebendary of Peterborough and 
Canon of Windsor. Further punishment was contemplated, but 
he died in 1642, " being in a manner broken-hearted." In this 
persecution, Williams Bishop of Lincoln joined, although in 
former years, and before the turn of the tide, he had been so 
little of a Sabbatarian that, if we may credit Heylin, he had upon 
an ordination Sunday caused a comedy to be acted at his house 
at Bugden, to which he invited the Earl of Manchester and the 
neighbouring gentry. Archbishop Bancroft enjoyed the same 
amusement at Lambeth Palace.* When the Parliament held sway 
a different order of things would be the rule. In their zeal to 
reform the manners of the nation the theatres were closed, the 
Maypoles became illegal, the fairs, as far as possible, were reduced 
from festivals to mere market assemblies, and generally all was done 
that could be done to discourage the old-fashioned amusements, 
whether on the week-day or the Sunday. How firmly the greater 
sanctity of the Sunday had taken hold of the English mind is 
shown in the account which Horrox has left of his famous 
observation of the transit of Venus in 1639. He began to watch 
for the phenomenon on Saturday at midday, and continued his 
watch for more than four and twenty hours, except during certain 
intervals when he was " called away by business of the highest 
" importance, which could not with propriety be neglected." 
The business which called away the greatest astronomical genius 
of his age from the most interesting and important astronomical

* Cox ; Literature oJ Sabbath Question, p. 265.
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phenomenon of the century, was that of preaching to the handful 
of people in the little church of Hoole, where Horrox ministered. 
Piety would scarcely have frowned if he had neglected her claims 
on this one occasion for the charms of Science.

To Adam Martindale, when at Rostherne, fell the duty of 
seeing the execution of a stringent Lord's Day Act, made in 1656. 
As there was a penalty of five pounds for any neglect to enforce 
this ordinance, worldly wisdom seconded puritanical rigour. One 
whose name is not mentioned did some action, not named, which 
Martindale thought to be within the meaning of the statute. 
The offender, when expostulated with, " roundly " retorted by a 
slanderous statement, that his Puritan reprover had robbed the 
poor box ! This is probably a fair specimen of the difficulties 
that would occur in the carrying out of this law.* , In the Sunday 
controversy which now raged for several years, John Ley, pastor 
of Great Budworth, in Cheshire, took no unworthy part, pre 
senting the Puritan view with candour and ability. He had the 
advice of Archbishop Ussher in the compilation of his work, 
entitled "Sunday a Sabbath," published in 1641.

The Puritans had not only to contend with the opposition of 
the pleasure-loving, but with the stern refusal of those who 
out-heroded their masters, and logically insisted that real Sabba 
tarianism meant the observance of the seventh and not of the 
first day. Of this temper were John Traske and his wife. She 
lay in prison for fifteen years " for keeping the Jewish Sabbath 
" and for working on the Lord's Day." Persons of this way of 
thinking were scattered up and down the country, and being 
made of good, honest, fanatical stuff, were proof against reproach 
and persecution, t

Erasmus tells us that there were some Bohemian Sabbatarians 
so strict in their observance of the law, that if anything flew into 
their eye on the seventh day, they would not remove it until the 

morrow.
The Grindletonians, although strict Puritans, were anti-sabba. 

tarian in their views, and held that Sunday " was to be observed

* A utMcgraphy of Martindale, Chetham Soc., p. 123. t Cox i., 431.
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" merely as a lecture day." Their founder was Rodger Brierley, 
a native of Rochdale, who died at Burnley in 1637, but whose 
ministry was at Grindleton, in Craven. He was imprisoned at 
York, but released, and had a renewed license to preach from 
Bishop Tobias Matthews.*

George Fox was no Sabbatarian. He moved about the country 
preaching his new doctrines, reproving sinners, and exhorting 
rich and poor to the due performance of their duty. His religion 
was of a very practical kind, and he laid small stress upon accu 
racy of belief that did not involve Tightness in life. He was the 
very incarnation of plain speaking, and went right to the heart of 
things. To take the hat off in honour of a fellow-creature 
seemed to him a species of idolatry. So he refused to render 
"hat honour" to any one, and addressed "thee" and "thou" 
alike to high and low. He refused to take oaths of any kind. 
He refused to bear arms or pay tithes. This plain, honest, sober- 
living countryman, who had no awe of dignities before him, was 
to be a trouble and a stumbling block to the authorities. There 
was no common ground between them. He held the witness of 
the Spirit to be higher than the ruling of the law or the letter of 
the Scripture. Authority he set at nought, for he felt that he had 
the certain word of the Lord to deliver his fellow-men. So he 
went into courts of law and exhorted the judges to act justly, he 
bade the publicans not make men drunk, he declaimed against 
May games and feasts, he stood in the market-place and de 
nounced the frauds of the hucksters, he cried out against 
mountebanks and music, he exhorted schoolmasters and heads of 
families to bring up the children committed to them in the fear 
of the Lord. But that which chiefly excited his indignation was 
what he calls the black earthy spirit of the priests. The church 
bell had no sweet sound for his ears, but " was just like a market 
" bell to gather people together, that the priest might expose his 
" wares to sale." In 1652, he came to Newton-in-Cartmel, where 
the clergyman did not relish his unasked-for assistance in preach 
ing at the chapel. In consequence, a rude multitude seized Fox 

* Assheton's Journal, p. 95.
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guilty of the reformer's usual crime of zeal out of season  
haled him from the church, and finally threw him headlong over 
a stone wall.

The Quakers found it convenient to assemble for worship on 
the Sunday, but were careful to show that they entertained no 
superstitious reverence for the day over the other portions of the 
week. On the gth of June, 1634, two Quakers came into the 
church at Acton, with a lantern and candles, whilst the Puritan 
vicar was preaching. Their design was to light the sheet of 
paper as a sign of God's anger burning against the nation.*

With the Restoration came a different order of affairs. The 
Cavaliers who at Breda, in April, 1660, had seen the Duke of 
York, the Duke of Gloucester, and the Princess of Orange play 
at ninepens on the Sunday, whilst the King, their brother, looked 
on, were not likely to sympathize with the Puritan severity of 
Sabbath observance. 1

With reference to the Sabbatarian legislation of that most 
religious King, Charles II., Buckle observes : " There are a 
" great many laws in this reign for the observance of Sunday, or, 
" as it was ignorantly called, the Sabbath. This could not 
" proceed from Charles, but is an evidence of the existence of 
" the puritanical element."]: One evidence of the interest in the 
question is the fact that in 1668 there appeared, from the painful 
pen of John Wells, a nonconformist pastor, a work entitled 
" The Practical Sabbatarian." No less than 787 pages were 
devoted to a minute and tedious enforcement of the saddest- 
coloured observance of the Sunday. The only things to enliven 
the tremendous dulness of the work are the grotesque narratives 
of judgments on Sabbath-breakers. One of these is of an unlucky 
vintner, who was carried away by a whirlwind .and never seen any 
more!

Roger Lowe, a puritanically-inclined tradesman of Ashton-in- 
Makerfield, in his diary records on Sundays being measured for 
clothes, many visits to friends and to the alehouse, where he was

* Barlow's Cheshire, p. 188. \ Cavalier's Note Book, p. 249. 
\ Mis. Works, iii., 639.
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sometimes " merry ; " much sweethearting, much chapel-going ; 
meditations in fields, where he occasionally repeats the sermon. 
One extract from Roger's diary will give us a picture of a Sunday 
funeral in 1666 : " December 16. I went to the funeral of Ann 
Taylor, " who was married to Ralph Ashton in Abram, and I went 
" fasting from home ; so at noon, when we had buried the corpse, 
" and expected according to custom to have some refreshment,  
" and were a company of neighbours sat together round about a 
" table : as John Potter, Tho. Harrison, and others, the Doctor 
" comes and prohibits the filling of any drink till after prayers; 
" so I came home with Thomas Harrison, and we expected to 
" have called at Newton, but here we were disappointed. But 
"at last, with much vexation, I got to Ashton with a hungry 
" belly ; and honest Thomas Harrison and right true-hearted 
" Ellen the hasty yet all love, did much refresh my hungry palate 
" with a big cup half full, and after that half full again, of good 
"pottage."*

The Lancashire folk were fond of amusement then as now. 
A man who exhibited a dromedary in 1662, told Mr. Blundell of 
Crosby that he found more profit there than in any other county. 
John Butler the mountebank bore the same testimony.!

The superstitious fear of judgments was, however, still fed by 
such publications as " A letter from a gentleman in Manchester 
" to a friend, concerning a notorious blasphemer, who died in 
"despair, &c." It is stated to be "Licens'd January 25th, 
"1694." It thus commences: "Sir, At Downham, near 
" Clitheroe, in Lancashire, there lived one T. B. (the full of his 
" name, for his surviving relations' sake, is concealed), about 
" thirty-six years of age, well known in that town, at his death 
" especially by the office he then bore of churchwarden. This 
" miserable creature, notwithstanding the good education which 
" his better parents had bestowed upon him, had for a great 
" while indulged himself in an excess of wickedness, but chiefly 
"in a sacrilegious abuse of the Lord's-day, on which he would 
" use any unlawful exercises. Nor did his office restrain him

* Lowe's Diary, Leigh, 1877. * Cavalier's Note Book, p. 97.
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" from committing this abomination, but as if he (who should 
" have been first in punishing) prided himself in being the 
" ringleader of the Sabbath-breakers, he would, not only privately 
" and at home, but in the very open streets, revel and sport on 
" that holy day. For this, and his other provocations, it pleased 
" God so to leave him to the devil and himself, that he became 
" guilty of such horrid blasphemy as procured (it is to be feared) 
" his ruin in both worlds. The manner of it take thus." We 
need not recount the blasphemy, which is stated to have been 
uttered "on the 26th day of August, 1694, being the Lord's-day 
" (the day of his sinful excess)," and the account then states 
that " That night he was struck with much sadness and sighing, 
" which grew upon him every day more than other for that whole 
" week, in which he kept much upon the bed, very listless to 
" speak, or indeed to take any notice of worldly concerns." 
The account describes his great agony and frightful cries, and 
terrible aspect, and concludes in the following terms: "Thus 
" he continued crying out to the great amazement and terror of 
" all the company, all that day, and part of the night ; and the 
" next day he was speechless. And upon Friday, the yth of 
" September, 1694, he expired in the morning. His body, for 
" several hours after his death, sweating very apparently. And thus 
" have I made you this fearful relation, after which I shall but 
" add my hearty prayers for ourselves, and for all whose ears are 
" made to tingle with this dreadful report, that we may be 
" preserved continually by the Grace of God, from profaning 
" his holy day; and above all, from villifying the glorious person 
" of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to forewarn men of the 
" horrid danger whereof this miserable wretch seems to be set 
" up, by divine providence, a terrible and speaking monument.  
" Dear Sir, yours most affectionately. Manchester, January 3rd, 
" 1694." It may be as well to state that January 3, 1694, was 
some four months after September 1694, the year commencing 
in March.

The diary of Peter Walkden, the nonconformist minister of 
Hesketh Lane, shows him to have been frequently in the habit of



Sunday in Lancashire and Cheshire. 79

" refreshing " in the neighbouring public house, both before and 
after the time of service, in company with members of his family 
and congregation. One entry is worth transcribing : " Brother 
" Miller being to enquire after the effects of one old John Miller, 
" a travelling Scot, who died but a few weeks ago at one Widow 
" Hall's in Shire-lane, near Hurst's Green, and I being to preach 
" to-morrow for Mr. Burgess, at Darwen, and brother not knowing 
" the way to Shire-lane, I went with him to it, and we alighted at 
" Widow Hall's and had account of the old man's death and 
" effects thus, viz. : That the old man was found ill in the lane 
" on Friday, and was taken in by some neighbours into the 
" widow's ; that he was paralytic, and insensible all that night; 
" that he continued so most of Saturday; that a neighbour took 
" out of his pocket what moneys he had, and in the sight of 
" several witnesses counted it, and found he had IDS. in silver 
"and id. in brass; that on the Lord's Day he was sensible and 
" asked for his budget, and told 'em he had silver, but whose he 
" told not; that he desired earnestly to be at a lodging house of 
" his, near Great Mearley; that they offered to procure him horse 
" and man to conduct him thither, but he refused it on the 
" Lord's Day, saying he would see what to-morrow would 
" produce; that a neighbour offered to send for a priest ,or a 
" vicar to him, both of which he refused, signifying to 'em that he 
" was a Presbyterian ; that on Monday he died; that the overseer 
" and constable, one Adam Thompson, took on 'em to bury him ; 
" prized what he had in goods, silver and clothes, to something 
" above ^3 ; that the constable procured him a handsome coffin ; 
" that he fetched the rathes from Mitton, and he and the overseer, 
" with horses, went to Mitton and buried him."

At the Episcopal Chapel, Garstang, in 1776, it was customary 
to have communion service on the Saturday ; not however from 
any seventh-day Sabbatarianism, but because the curate had to be 
at the parish church on regular communion days.

It was by the zeal of Beilby Porteous, then Bishop of Chester, 
that the celebrated Lord's Day Act of 1781 was passed. It did 
not arise out of the circumstances of his great diocese in
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Lancashire and Cheshire, but from a desire to free London of some 
novel institutions, which to the episcopal mind appeared alarming. 
Several meeting-places had been opened in the metropolis, where 
theological and moral questions were open for debate by the 
company assembled. Admission was obtained by payment at 
the door, and very probably a good deal of nonsense was 
spouted at these Sunday debating societies ; but it has never 
been shown that they had the slightest injurious tendency. An 
attempt to have put them down would probably have been 
unsuccessful, if the bishop had not hit upon the device more 
ingenious than candid of coupling them with an institution of a 
very different character. This was the Carlisle House Promenade, 
which was also, open on Sunday evenings, nominally for refresh 
ments, walking about, and conversation but really as a gathering 
ground for improper persons of both sexes. This clever episcopal 
device was successful, and notwithstanding opposition in both 
Houses of Parliament, all places used for " public entertainment 
" or amusement, or for publicly debating upon any subject what- 
" soever upon any part of the Lord's Day called Sunday, and to 
" which persons shall be admitted by payment of money, or by 
" tickets sold for money shall be deemed a disorderly house or 
" place." The keeper was subject to a fine of ,£200 for every 
day it was open, the managers to a penalty of ,£100, and the 
doorkeepers to a mulct of ^50. The chief opponents of this 
stupid piece of legislation were John Wilkes and the Duke of 
Manchester. It is still on the statute book, and though generally 
a dead letter, is occasionally revived by Sabbatarian fanatics for 
the hindrance of some educational institution. Porteous, in a 
sermon preached before the king, lamented the existence of 
gaming houses frequented on the Sunday, the " numerous and 
" splendid assemblies " on that day in the mansions of the aris 
tocracy, and the "pernicious amusements" admitted even into 
private families. He lacked the courage and honesty to attack 
the excesses of the rich, but was valiant enough against what he 
styled, " strange extravagancies in the lower classes of the people." 
It is only just to Porteous to say, that if he did not, with equal-
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handed justice, invoke the law against the rich as well as the poor, 
he expostulated with them on the profanation of the day. In 
1805, when Bishop of London, he wrote letters of expostulation 
to three ladies of rank who had given musical entertainments on 
the evening of the first day.

The excesses of the French Revolution produced a great im 
pression in England, and the abrogation of the Sunday gave a 
handle to the Sabbatarians, of which they were not slow to avail 
themselves. Southey has pointed out the curious fact that William 
Tindal, the translator of the Bible, had written these words :  
" As for the Sabbath, we be lords of the Sabbath, and may yet 
" change it into Monday, or any other day as we see need ; or we 
" may make every tenth day holy day only, if we see cause why." 
Thus the French National Convention, who substituted a tenth 
for a seventh day of rest, might have quoted a precedent in the 
words of a founder of the English reformed church.

During the last century, although the Sabbath controversy did 
not rage with the intensity of a preceding age, there can be no 
doubt that a sombre observance of church and chapel going was 
the ideal; but that human nature was unable to endure this strong 
dose of sanctified gloom is evident from the laments over Sab 
bath-breaking. If the village green was no longer the scene of 
archery and athletic diversions, the village alehouse had no lack 
of customers. The denunciation of judgments in this world, and 
of penal fires in the next, were not strong enough to restrain men.

In many cases the old ecclesiastical festivals were still observed. 
Eccles wakes began on Sunday, and up to the beginning of the 
present century were distinguished by much coarse festivity, in 
which bear-baiting, bull-baiting, and smock-racing had a part. At 
Gorton the wakes ended on a Sunday, on which day the morrice 
dancers attended the chapel, when an " appropriate sermon" was 
preached. *

It was in Eccles that the members of the earliest recorded of the 
artizan botanical societies were in the habit of assembling upon the 
Sunday evening. In 1777, it had forty members engaged in this 
pursuit of knowledge under difficulties, and similar societies

* Higson's Gortoti, p. m>
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appear to have been popular in many of the South Lancashire 
towns and villages. The danger in their path was, that as no 
Other building was available, the meetings were perforce held in 
the public house, which offered temptations to excess not always 
resisted by these sons of science. The botanical societies have 
rendered good service to science, and after more than a century's 
existence, show no signs of general decay. Perhaps the oldest 
existing society is the Manchester Botanists' Association, which 
has met uninterruptedly for about fifty years.

Burke has observed that " lawful enjoyment is the surest way 
" to prevent unlawful gratification." The sports and pastimes of 
the people may be gathered from the printed instructions issued 
in 1797 to the Manchester division of constables. The police 
were informed that alehouse keepers were liable to forfeiture of 
their licences unless they fully observed the following recognis 
ances : "The conditions of these recognisances are such that 
" whereas the above bound alehouse keepers have severally 
" licensed to sell ale for one whole year, from the agth day of this 
" present month of September, in the houses wherein they now 
"respectively dwell. Now, if they, or any of them, their, or any 
" of their assigns, or any other person or persons selling ale by 
" virtue of the above licences, shall neglect or fail to keep and 
" maintain good order and rule, or suffer any unlawful games to 
" be used, or disorders to be committed in his, her, or their 
" dwelling-house or houses, or any outhouse, garden, yard, or 
" backside thereto, during the said term ; or shall permit or suffer 
" any mountebank, quack doctor, or unlicensed showman to per- 
" form or exhibit upon his, her, or their premises during the said 
" term of his, her, or their license ; or shall permit or suffer any 
" bull-baiting or horse-racing upon his, her, or their premises 
" during the said term of his, her, or their license ; or shall permit 
" or suffer any person or persons to drink or tipple in his, her, or 
" their house on the Lord's Day ; or shall permit or suffer any 
" person or persons to continue drinking in his, her, or their 
" house or premises after the hour of nine o'clock at night from 
" Michaelmas to Lady Day, or after the hour of ten at night from 
« Lady Day to Michaelmas; or if any of them, or any of their
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" assigns, shall suffer or permit any club or society at their respec- 
" live houses, either for money, cloth, household goods, clocks, 
" watches, or any sort of household furniture ; that then, and in 
" any of the said cases, the recognisance or recognisances of such 
" alehouse keeper so misbehaving or offending, and of his, her, 
" or their surety or sureties, shall be in full force and virtue ; but 
" the recognisance of all the said other alehouse keepers, and 
" their respective sureties, shall be void and of none effect."

That some at least of the publicans strove to keep good order 
must be admitted. Dr. Whitaker, the historian of Whalley, wrote 
the following epitaph for a model publican : 

Here lies the Body of
John Wigglesworth,

More than fifty years he was the
principal Innkeeper in this Town.

Withstanding the temptations of that dangerous calling he
maintained good order in his 

House, kept the Sabbath day Holy,
frequented the Public Worship 

with his Family, induced his guests
to do the same, and regularly 

partook of the Holy Commrnion. 
He was also bountiful to the Poor,

in private as well as in public, 
and by the blessing of Providence

on a long life so spent died
possessed of competent Wealth,

Febr. 28, 1813,
aged 77 years.

The last quarter of the eighteenth century witnessed the rise of 
Sunday Schools, which nowhere received greater extension than 
in Lancashire and Cheshire. Mr. Adam Crompton, the paper 
maker of Little Lever, some years before the beginning of Raikes' 
experiment in Gloucester, employed an old man known as Jimmy 
o'th' Hey, to teach the poor children in the neighbourhood on 
the Sundays. James Heys, like the Gloucester teachers, received 
payment for his trouble, and it might be argued that the real 
inventors of the modern Sunday School system were those who 
devised a machinery of unpaid teachers. When, in 1785, the 
Wesleyan Methodists of Oldham were anxious to establish a 
Sunday School, the project was on the point of being abandoned 
on the ground of expense, as they were chiefly operatives. Mr. 
Samuel Scholes, of Higher Moor, made this suggestion: " Lads,

G 2
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"I'll tell you what we must do; we must each of us find a 
" teacher ; we must all come and try what we can do; and if 
" you'll do so we can have a Sunday School." This homely and 
sensible remark led to the foundation of the school at the Old 
Chapel, Bent Brow.

Abraham Watmough, in 1821, published at Rochdale a poem 
on the Sunday School, in which he probably represents the feeling 
of the evangelical and methodistical part of the community. The 
country walks of the lads and lasses, and their after refreshment 
at the inn, are hinted at as the prolific source of vice. A youth 
who, in spite of parental appeals (in very indifferent blank 
verse), persists in a Sunday walk, conies to grief by falling over
the rocks i 

. . . on the ocean shore, 
Beneath a cliff he lay where ravens croak ; 
Who sunk their beaks carnivorous, deep, and tore 
His eyeballs from their sockets, bar'cl his bones, 
And gnaw'd his liver emblem of those pains 
Beyond the grave heap'd up for guilty sons.

Mr. Watmough was an enemy of oratorios, balls, and novels. 
" Perdition seize the page that stains our sons." It is needless 
to add that he is intensely Sabbatarian. " Ought it ever to be 
"forgotten," he asks, "that it was on a Sunday evening and at 
" an opera, that the Duke de Berri so suddenly met his fate ?" 
His sole interest in Sunday Schools is as places for the teaching 
of dogma, and he considers the sanctity of the Lord's day to be 
violated by the teaching of writing. The proposal to teach 
arithmetic is branded as profanation. This perverse sentiment is 
only now disappearing in some sections of the community.

The mistaken views of certain of the Puritans, for some of their 
noblest spirits were free from them, left an impress on religious 
thought, on legislation, and on social customs, which is only 
fading away and giving place to more reasonable sentiments. 
The opening of the public libraries of Manchester and Wigan on 
the first day of the week, are evidences that in the present day it 
is felt that the " Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
" Sabbath," and that there is no harm, but great good, in calling 
in the aid of art and knowledge as handmaids of true and 
practical religion.


