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t TRANSACTIONS.

SOME OLD COUNTRY SPORTS. FROM THE CROSBY 

RECORDS.

By the Rev. T. E. Gibson.

(Read 2nd December, 1880.)

I N the present paper I propose to gather together from the 
annals of the Blundells, of Crosby, such notices of country 

out-door amusements as may be found in them. It would be 
foreign to my object to trace their origin or history. Many pens 
have been employed upon this attractive theme, and few, if any, 
of the sports or customs mentioned in these pages were of an 
exclusively local character. Let us begin with 

i. HORSE-RACING.

And here I cannot help remarking how closely the Molyneux 
family has been identified from very early times, not merely with 
the fortunes, but with the out-door recreations of the inhabitants 
of this great city. THe wealth of its corporation is in no small 
degree derived from the early and favourable purchase from that 
family of its manorial rights. At the present day the Earl of 
Sefton provides for Liverpool the best race-course, the best 
coursing ground, the best shooting ranges, and the best skating 
meadows. He has also given many facilities for the practice of 
the national game of cricket, of which he is a well-known patron. 
With this enumeration we have summed up all the important
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sources of out-door enjoyment which are available for its inhabi 
tants. Nor is this list complete without the addition of Sefton 
Park. It is true that this site was purchased for a considerable 
sum of money, but the opportunity of acquiring so large an area 
in a similarly advantageous position might have been sought for 
elsewhere in vain. It would have been an ungracious act to have 
passed over the occasion of paying the compliment of naming 
the park after a family to which Liverpool is so much indebted.

This paper relates to much earlier times, but even then we find 
the same connexion existing. One of the notes of Wm. Blundell, 
the cavalier, recently published* is thus worded : 

" This course as it is now used upon the marshes of Great 
"and Little Crosby was stooped out by me A.D. 1654, at the 
" request of Richard, Lord Molyneux."

In the same note, written in 1663, he speaks of the old Liver 
pool course (standing partly even with a part of Crosby course) 
having been measured out by his father. Now his father, 
Nicholas Blundell, died in 1631, so that >ve have here a very 
early notice of a Liverpool race-course at Crosby. It will be new 
to most people to hear of the Liverpool races having their location 
at Crosby, but so it was, and that for no inconsiderable period. 
No doubt the civil war in which the country was soon after em 
broiled would lead to the disuse of the course. It was on the 
cessation of this internecine struggle that the cavalier measured 
the course anew at the request of Lord Molyneux. The site of 
this new course, which was called Crosby and not Liverpool 
course, must have belonged chiefly to Lord Molyneux and partly 
to Wm. Blundell himself. The marshes have long since disap 
peared, but as Mr. Blundell mentions Moorhouse marsh, it is 
clear that the course must have been near what is still called the 
Moorhouses, and therefore on the low ground at the back of 
Great Crosby. The cavalier says that about 1683 he procured a 
great change in this course, bringing the starting point and end 
of the course to Great Crosby instead of Moorhouse Marsh.

* A Cavalier's Note Book, p. 232.
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Being on the spot, Lord Molyneux seems to have entrusted 
Mr. Blundell with the management of the races, and he accor 
dingly drew up the rules of a meeting there for races, on the first 
Monday in August, 1682. These regulations, which are inserted 
in A Cavalier's Note £ook, no doubt differ much from what are 
now in use. The first article declares that " a piece of silver 
" plate or plate consisting of sundry pieces of silver shall be 
" exposed upon the stoop commonly called the chair, where the 
" horse course at Crosby doth usually begin and end." The 
horses had to be drawn out on the race-day at 2 p.m., and every 
horse was to weigh, with rider, &c., exactly ten stone. He says 
that the course had been long disused, and it is doubtful if there 
were at any period settled annual races at Crosby. It was 
generally used for matches, and the horses were mostly from 
Liverpool. It is clear from Mr. Blundell's notes that there was 
no enclosure of any kind, but the course was marked out by 
stoops or posts at appropriate distances. It was not continuous, 
as is now the fashion, but the riders had to follow the same lines, 
returning to the starting post after having rounded the stoop at 
the opposite end. Another matter is rather curious, viz.: that the 
first horse did not win unless he distanced the others, the distance 
post being 240 yards behind the winning post. If no horse 
won on these terms, a second and third heat was to be tried ; 
and if there was still no winner, then the horse that succeeded in 
coming in first in two out of three heats was to have the plate. 
After the race a flagon of beer was to be given to each rider 
before he entered the scales.

Crosby course would, excepting on the occasion of a race day, 
be hardly recognisable as such. Some temporary accommodation 
may have been afforded to visitors, but it is difficult to see how 
order could be preserved. Perhaps the gatherings were not large 
enough to occasion much trouble to the managers of these 
meetings. No doubt there was the usual motley throng of low 
caterers for the public amusement. We know from Mr. Blundell's 
notes that one institution, with which modern race-goers are not 
unfamiliar, existed in full force. The following anecdote from

B 2 .
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the Cavalier's Note Book, though already in print, I quote, as it 
is short, and many here present may not have seen it.*

" The same old beggar whom I have mentioned before, used | 
" to beg in a rhetorical bold way at the races on Crosby marsh, ' 
" and he would flatter the noble gentlemen and tell aloud what 
" gallant houses they kept. His importunity there was insuffer- 
" able. I did there once see a gentleman cast a shilling to him 
" saying ' A pox o' God take thee !' The boldest wandering 
" beggars (and a Bedlam one, Medcalf, above all others) ever 
"speeded the best at these races, whilst the truly poor widows 
" and orphans who lived in the parish, found little effect there of 
" their modest low way of begging. Tom Arnold told me that 
" he saw at night near that place thirty or forty of these wandering 
" beggars at Rogerson's, a paltry alehouse, spending the money 
" they had gotten at the race."

With regard to the length of Crosby course, Mr. Blundell says 
that in June, 1695, he caused his man, Walter Thelwall, to 
measure it with a chain, and the result was that it measured 403 
roods 4 fathoms, which being twice ridden over gives a total of 
807 roods. Each rood, he says, was 24 feet, so that the whole 
course would be pretty nearly three miles and two-thirds of a 
mile. This is more than double the length of the present race 
course at Aintree.

Coming now to the early part of the i8th century, I find in the 
unpublished diary of Nicholas Blundell, grandson to the cavalier, 
1702 28, occasional mention of races, or rather of matches, run 
off on Crosby marsh. These occur at different periods of the 
year, from Which I infer that there was no fixed time for such 
meetings. If this had been the case, the time fixed upon could 
have been easily ascertained, as the diary is, very copious, and 
would certainly have contained such recurring notices. Moreover, 
Mr. Blundell was fond of such sports, and records frequent visits 
to distant places to witness races, cockfights, &c. His first notice

* A Cavalier's Note Bock, p. 214.
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of this character is in 1703, where, under date January 4, we 
find this entry : 

" I was at Great Crosby race, where Mr. Massey's ' Limberham' 
" won a plate from ' Pedlar.' "

This would be Mr. Massey, of Puddington, which estate 
eventually came to the Stanleys of Hooton. " Pedlar" was 
owned by James, son of Sir James Poole, Bart., of Poole Hall, 
Cheshire, a title and family now extinct. Again, on July 3rd, 
1704, he writes : 

" I was at Great Crosby race between Mr. Silvester Richmond's 
" bay mare, and Mr. Atherton's gray.''

The Richmonds are well known in connection with the rising 
fortunes of Liverpool, and Mr. Blundell, the cavalier, speaks of 
the great hospitality exercised by the Silvester Richmond who 
was Mayor of Liverpool in his time.

On the 1 6th July in the same year, the diarist tells us that Lord 
Molineux, old Mr. Trafford of Trafford, and himself were on 
Crosby marsh to see the horses sweat. From this and other 
entries it appears that Lord Molineux kept his race-horses at 
Crosby. His trainer was Marmaduke Maltus, commonly called 
Duke Maltus. Mr. Blundell is a frequent visitor at Duke's, who, 
in 1708, had six horses under his charge.

The next reference to Great Crosby races is 1706. " April 2nd, 
" I was at a race at Great Crosby, when Mr. Molineux's horse 
" beat a mare of Mr. Molineux of Mosborough."

Mosborough Hall, near Rainford, belonged at that time to a 
branch of the Sefton family. Lord Derby now owns it, and his 
agent, Mr. Howat, resides there. The hall has been restored, 
but the moat formerly around it may still be traced.

On 6th April, 1709, he goes with Lord Mountgarret, his son 
Richard, and Sir James Poole to Duke's, where they drink a bowl 
of punch and see the three running horses. Lord Mountgarret 
was cousin or rather second cousin to Mr. Blundell ; the lord's 
father having married the cavalier's daughter. He was then living 
quietly at Ormskirk, having been attainted for his loyalty to King
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James. He was captain of a horse regiment at the siege of 
Deny, and was taken prisoner in a gallant but ill-judged attempt 
to surprise the garrison. He was restored in blood and honours, 
1721.

On i8th October, 1709, at the time of Great Crosby goose feast, 
an institution which still survives, Mr. Blundell has this entry : 

" Lord Mountgarret and his son dined here. I went with them 
" to Great Crosby goose feast. AVe eat at Wm. Tarleton's. We 
" went to a race on Crosby marsh between a black mare of John 
" Gerard's, of Garswood, and a bay mare of Liverpool."

Some years elapse before we meet with another notice of a 
Crosby race. Perhaps this may be attributed to a waning eager 
ness for such sports on the part of the diarist. On i5th June, 
1713, he witnesses a race, in company with Mr. Trafford of 
Croston. After another lapse of five years we read : 

" 1718, September ist. I was at the Galloway race on Crosby 
" march, and was in the chair with my Lord Darby and my Lord 
" Molineux. Four horses ran, and Mr. Boslom's won."

He had previously been commissioned to arrange the course 
and fix the distance post, which shows that the ground had been 
disused for some time. On isth April, 1719, he records a race 
of four hunters at Great Crosby, for a plate, which was won by 
Mr. Cleaveland. This would probably be Mr. Wm. Cleveland, 
M.P. for Liverpool in 1722.

In 1713 the diarist has an interesting entry relating to a 
contested election in Liverpool, Mr. Cleveland being one of the 
candidates : 

" 1713, Aug. 22. I went to Leverpool and saw Sr Thomas 
" Johnson come into town from London. His party had tobacco 
" gilded in their hats, and the opposite party, viz., Mr. Clayton 
" and Mr. Cleaveland, had the mitre. There was great squab- 
" bling about the election of some of them for Parliament men."

The members returned on this occasion were Sir Thomas 
Johnson and Mr. Clayton.



Sonic Old Country Sports. 7

In the same year we have another entry, in which he speaks of 
a booth erected on the course :-  

" 1719, August 25. Mr. Scarisbrick and his son dined here, 
" and then we went to Great Crosby race, where six ran for the 
" plate. A cropped horse of Lord Molyneux's won it. I drank 
" in a booth with my Lord Molineux, Mr. Molineux of Mos- 
" borough, Mr. Wofold, &c. I gave one guinea to Mr. Syer, 
" being what I had subscribed and towards the plate."

By Mr. Wofold he means Mr. Wolfall, belonging to an ancient 
family seated at Wolfall Hall, but long since extinct. This Mr. 
Wolfall I take to be the son of Mr. Wm. Wolfall, who resided at 
Moor Hall, near Ormskirk, where he died the previous year, 
and Mr. Blundell attended his funeral at Huyton Church.

The following day there was a galloway race at Crosby, where 
Lord Molineux's black " Rowley" beat a mare of Mr. Hesketh's. 
Black " Rowley" was the well-known nickname of Charles II.

On 3oth June, 1720, Mr. Scarisbrick and his James are again 
staying with him at the Hall, and they go together to Crosby race, 
where Lord Molineux's "Crop" beat a white horse called 
" Crutches." He says that Mr. Plumbe and his son were on the 
ground. Mr. Plumbe was a successful solicitor of Liverpool, 
who acquired considerable property. The late Col. P. Tempest 
possessed the estate which he purchased in the neighbourhood of 
Aughton. Mr. Plumbe built a house at Wavertree, and Mr. 
Blundell sent him, on 22nd May, 1722, two dozen young pigeons 
to stock his dovecote. He was his lawyer, and held his court 
for him at Little Crosby.

If any one at the present day can be at all interested in learning 
what horses Lord Molineux had in training at Duke's, in the year 
of grace, 1720, I am able to gratify his curiosity. They were five 
in number, and respectively named, " Foxhunter," " Stroaker," 
" Sobriety," " Crop," and his black galloway " Darcy."

We have another match on Crosby marsh, noted as coming off 
on i3th October, 1720, between Mr. Haskayne's bay mare and a 
gray mare of Mr. Entwistle's. The diarist adds " I won some
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" money off Jack Sefton. When the race was over I drank at 
" Thos. Hesketh's with Parson Acton, Parson Wareing, Mr. 
" Hulme the Attorney, Mr. Whittle, Byron, &c."

Parson Acton was doing duty for the Rector of Sefton, and 
Parson Wareing master of the Grammar School at Great Crosby, 
as his father had been before him. The father was a particular 
friend of Mr. Blundell's, and what may be called a boon com 
panion, as they are constantly meeting at places where such 
meetings involved drinkings.

In August, 1721, there were two days' racing at Crosby, but 
Mr. Blundell came on the ground too late on the second day. 
"1721, August 8. I was at Crosby Race; 'Crop,' 'White 
" ' Stockings,' and a Gray Mare Ran. ' White Stockings' got the 
" plate, £20." This is the first entry in which he names the 
value of the plate, a modest sum compared with the prizes at 
Aintree in modern times.

On 2Qth August, 1722, "Stockings," which belonged to Lord 
Derby, beat Lord Molineux's black galloway "Darcy" in a match 
at Crosby. Mr. Plumbe and his son were present at the match.

On 27th August, 1724, he mentions a race between a gray 
gelding of one Stirrup, of Warrington, and a black Derbyshire 
mare. " After the race was over I went to Hesketh's, where 
" young Mr. Standish, Mr. Harrington, &c., bowled. When we 
"went into the house Mr. Harrington, I, &c., played at 'even 
" < and odd.' "

The young Mr. Standish would be Ralph Standish, afterwards 
of Standish, who became a suitor for the hand of Mr. Blundell's 
daughter Mary, but she finally refused him.

The diarist continues to record races on Crosby marsh, but 
they lose much of their interest from the absence of Lord 
Molineux's horses, who had, for some reason or other, transferred 
his training stud to Wallasey. On igth September, 1726, when 
he notices that the winner, a mare belonging to Mr. Makins, of 
Prescot, had already scored three races, there were present Mr. 
Stanley of Cross Hall, Mr. Haskayne, Mr. Bury the attorney, 
Mr. Halsall of Liverpool, Mr. Wm. Plumbe, Mr. Kennion, &c.
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The last entries relating to Crosby occur on igth September, 
1727, when a purse of thirty pounds was contended for; and on 
the 2ist of the same month, when five pounds was the value of 
the stake. How long there may have been races after that period 
I know not, as the Diary closes abruptly on 4th April, 1728, 
although Mr. Blundell survived till 1737. There had already 
been some talk of enclosing the marsh. Meetings had been held, 
and some sort of arrangement had been concluded concerning it.

With regard to other races in the neighbourhood, Mr. Blundell 
gives most prominence to those at Aughton Moss, near Ormskirk. 
These meetings seem to have been held pretty regularly; and 
though they are only mentioned in the earlier portion of the 
Diary, this is sufficiently accounted for by the fact, that Mr. 
Blundell rarely attended them after his kinsman Lord Mountgarret 
had left Ormskirk. Aughton Moss races held their ground till 
within the present century : I think they were discontinued about 
1818. A few entries relating to them will suffice for citation 
here.

" 1705, October 9. I went to the Race on Oughton Moss 
" where Mr. Darcy's ' Cricket' beat the famous London ' Dimple' 
" and 2 others."

It will require some one better versed in the history of horse- 
racing than I can pretend to be, to say who was the owner of 
" Dimple," and what were the performances which had rendered 
her famous. He attends these races in other years without 
anything worthy of note, excepting, perhaps, that, as in the case 
of Crosby, there seems to have been no fixed time for an annual 
meeting. In 1710, five horses ran, and the plate was won by a 
horse belonging to Lord Cholmondeley. Two years later, in 
1712, on 13th and I4th May, there were races at Ormskirk, to 
which the diarist took his wife and daughter in his coach. He 
names as present Lord and Lady Petre, Lawyer Starkey, and 
Parson. Lett's of Sefton. Lawyer Starkey was the ancestor of the 
present Mr. Starkie of Huntroyd. On this occasion Lord 
Molineux's " Darcy " and a Yorkshire horse were beaten by one 
belonging to a Mr. Batters.
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The next entry may be noticed: "1711, April 3. Coz. 
" Scaresbrick I and our wives went to a race on Aughton Moss 
" where a gray mare from Bretherton run against a bay mare 
'  from towards Clitherow, &c. When the race was past, Mr* 
" Scaresbrick and I went to Lancet's, the sign of the Queen's 
" Head, in Ormskirk, where we drunk wine with Sir Thomas 
" Stanley, Mr. Stanley his son, Captain Standish, Parson Hindley 
" of Aughton, Mr. Ashurst of Ashurst, &c."

These Stanleys were of Bickerstaffe, and in 1736 Sir Edward 
Stanley of this line became Earl of Derby, through the failure of 
the elder branch. He was the ancestor of the present earl.

Other races, attended by Mr. Blundell from time to time, take 
place at Wallasey, at Childwall, and Liverpool. The last-named 
races seem to have come off on Liverpool sands.

And now, as it is highly probable that you have had enough of 
horse-racing, let us turn our attention to another subject the 
recreation of bowls.

2. BOWLING.

If race-horses got out of gear at Crosby, its inhabitants never 
lost their interest in the manly sport here specified. Long into 
the previous century the neighbourhood of Crosby had attained 
more than a local celebrity for this healthful recreation. Thus we 
find in a letter of the cavalier, written in 1668, the following 
remarkable passage : 

"The noble Countess of Southampton has been here four or 
" five weeks amongst us bowling at Sefton Green. The country 
" came flowing in and she kept a public table at the Hall of 
" Maile (Maghull). I could have soured her cheer by giving her 
" bills of mortality since the last scene she   acted in this neigh- 
" bourhood. But I was so sour myself that I saw not so much 
" as a brace of rubbers on the green during the whole play. 
" Quantum mutatus ! " *

From this it appears that even ladies participated in this

* A Cavalier's Note Book, p. 41.
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pastime, and that it was not the first time that Barbara Villiers, 
Duchess of Cleveland and Countess of Southampton, one of the 
many mistresses of Charles II., had been seen amongst the 
bowlers of Sefton. We cannot account for her taking up her 
residence at such an uncourtly place as Maghull, excepting on 
the ground of the attraction of Sefton bowling. The cavalier's 
son tells us that a club had been formed there to meet once a 
week after dinner to pursue this amusement. It was under the 
auspices of Lord Molyneux and his son, Mr. Scaresbrick of 
Scaresbrick, Sir Edward Stanley, and doubtless of Mr. Blundell 
himself. He says there were at that time twelve or fourteen 
gentlemen belonging to it, and hints that it was intended as a 
counter attraction to the hard drinking which was then so 
prevalent.

When we come to the diary of Nicholas Blundell, son of the 
last-named squire of Crosby, we find that bowling greens were 
quite institutions in every township. Moreover, they were fre 
quented by the best society ; for the diarist seldom mentions a 
bowling match without naming two or three parsons as present. 
And this leads me to relate a little circumstance connected with 
these meetings, to which Mr. Blundell was occasionally accom 
panied by his chaplain Mr. Aldred. Some of this gentleman's 
congregation seem to have taken offence at his appearing at these 
public places, hobnobbing with parsons, and visiting ale-houses 
in their society. They complained of it to his Provincial, who 
wrote to Mr. Aldred forbidding the practice. Mr. Blundell, who 
was something.of a nabob in his own dominions, remonstrated in 
rather strong terms, pointing out how ill it would be taken if the 
friendship of neighbours should be exposed to such a check. I 
am inclined to believe that he gained his point, and that the 
inhibition was withdrawn. Such certainly was the custom of 
that time, but in modern days the company at these places is not, 
I believe, of a clerical stamp.

It would be tedious to introduce all the entries which I find in 
the Diary relative to bowling. A few may suffice, chiefly to shew 
where the bowling greens stood. In 1710 he speaks of a match
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on Grange green, between two Formby and two Ince men. He 
adds that a slave come from Turkey was on the green. The 
Grange is a well-known farm in Ince Blundell, near the shooting 
ranges, and belonging now to Lord Sefton. It was then the 
residence of one of the lesser gentry, Mr. Richard Molineux, 
the head of a branch of the Sefton family. A few days after, he 
writes: "1710, August 15. Mr. Aldred, Dr. Cawood, and I 
" went to Ince green to see the match bowled between the same 
" two Formby and two Ince men. Ince green was so wet that 
" the spectators would not go upon it. There was there Mr. 
" Formby, Parson Latus, Robert Bootle, and his son, &c." Dr. 
Cawood was an oculist from Dublin, whom Mr. Blundell had 
brought over to consult him about his eyes, and he made some 
stay with him. Mr. Formby would be the squire of Formby; 
Parson Latus was, I suppose, Curate of Sefton ; and Robert 
Bootle, whom Mr. Blundell frequently mentions, resided at 
Formby.

The diarist was again at Ince green on the 3rd October, which 
he tells was the finishing day 'there of the bowling season. In 
the following year he writes: "1711, May 15. Mr. Aldred 
" went with me to Ince green where I bowled the match with 
" Mr. Robert Blundell which we made yester night, viz., one 
" game hand to fist, and after that single ends for an hour."

On the 23rd June in the same year he bowls on Great Crosby 
green with Mr. Aldred, Parson Latus, Mr. Gerard Wareing, &c. 
Passing over a few years, during which the diarist seems to have 
been more engaged in cock fights than bowling matches, we 
come to the year 1715. In June his brother-in-law Marmaduke, 
afterwards Lord Langdale, pays him a visit, and they are fre 
quently together bowling. An entry relating' to Liverpool may 
be interesting.

" 1715, June 27. I went to Liverpool with my brother Lang- 
" dale. We went to Low Hill bowling green. There was 
" Alderman Tyrer, Mr. Danvers, young Mr. Wright, young Mr. 
" Cleveland, Dr. Fabius, &c. When my brother Langdale had 
" done bowling, I went with him to the ' Talbot,' where we and
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" Mr. Heskaine, &c., took a glass of wine together." The 
" Talbot" must have been one of the chief inns at that period, 
as Mr. Blundell often patronised it, though he more frequently 
made the " Woolpack " his headquarters.

In 1722 the diarist notes that the 5th November was the 
closing day at Crosby green, and he is present to witness the 
final matches. On 4th June, 1724, he tells us that Parson 
Egerton should have bowled a match on Crosby green, " but he 
" came not."

Parson Egerton was at this period Rector of Sefton, as we 
learn from a previous entry : " 1722, March 7, I was in Sefton 
" Church where there should have been a trial between Parson 
" Egerton and Parson Hartley; but Parson Hartley soon gave it 
" up. Lawyer Blundell and Lawyer Starkey were there. There 
" were nine clergymen and nine laymen on the jury. They gave 
" the cause to Parson Egerton, so that he is now to be Rector of 
" Sefton." A commission had been issued to enquire into the 
right of presentation, which was decided in favour of the Earl of 
Cardigan, who had appointed the Rev. Thomas Egerton to the 
rectory.

A few days after he bowls on the green with a son of Attorney 
Tyrer, Yeomon of the Gore, &c. Mr. Tatlock of the Bank, his 
brother Thomas, and Tatlock the dyer were on the green. 
Bank Hall in Melling has all the appearance of a very ancient 
house. It was near Tatlock House, of which there are a few 
remnants existing, formerly the seat of a family of the lesser 
gentry. Thomas Tatlock, who lived at the Pear Tree Farm, 
was father of Rev. Henry Tatlock, S.J., who was at one time 
priest at Lydiate Hall, and died in 1771. Yeomon no doubt 
lived at the Gore Houses in Altcar. The diarist is again bowling 
there on i2th August, when he meets Sir Fras. Anderton, who 
was on a visit to Ince Blundell. There was also in company 
Col. Columbine, Apothecary Vernon, Parson Crosby, Parson 
Kelsey, and Mr. Cottom.

We have seen what was the closing day at Crosby green, and 
we have now the opening day mentioned. "1725, May 5. It being
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" the opening of Great Crosby bowling green, I went thither. 
" There was Alderman Tyrer, Mr. Cottom, Mr. Whittle, &c."

These were all Liverpool men ; and on another day he men 
tions the names of a party from Ormskirk, who seem to have 
monopolised Ince green. These were Mr. Chappell, Olton, 
Standle the apothecary, &c., all of Ormschurch. " 1725 June 9. 
" I bowled 4 bowles out of hand against Mr. Crisp's three. 
" Mr. Hulme the attorney bowled a match with Parson Harrison, 
" Thos. Fleetwood, &c. I came directly home without going 
" into the alehouse."

The last words are unfortunate, as they lead us to infer that 
this was an exceptional occasion. Mr. Crisp, I think, resided at 
Sefton Hall, which had then been deserted by the Molyneux 
family. I find him acting as agent to Lord Molyneux; and he 
was' on more intimate terms with Mr. Blundell's family than the 
position of a mere farmer would warrant. A few days later the 
diarist records a match at Crosby, when he bowled " hand to 
"fist" with Mr. Molineux of the Grange. On the 28th July, 
when he is bowling with Parson Kelsey and Parson Harrison, 
the Mayor of Liverpool, Mr. Carr, and Mr. Windsor came to the 
ground.

A final entry of 1727 will conclude this part of my subject; 
and from what has been said it may be gathered that a good deal 
of bowling was going on at this period, that the season for the 
sport had its fixed limits, and that the greens were patronised 
and frequented by the best company which the country afforded.

" 1727, August 1 6. I went pretty late to Crosby green, but 
" did not bowl. I paid Mr. Egerton two guineas wch I had lost to 
" him. He gave a bowl of Punch out of it. There was at ye 
" drinking of it Parson Wairing, Mr. Th. Whittle, Thos Syer, 
" Mr. Brownsword the Atturney, &c. We were very merry about 
" Thos Fleetwood's wigs."

Let us now take a glance at a sport upon which this more 
humane age has set its ban, a cruel amusement which the law
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now forbids, but which, as may be inferred from newspaper reve 
lations, is still occasionally practised in secret. I allude to 

3. COCK-FIGHTING.

The following entries relate to this sport: 

" 1704, Jan. 8. I went to Ormskirk Cocking, it being the 
" second day's fighting for a plate. Mr. Blundell of Ince won it."

" 1709, June 29. Coz. Scarisbrick and I were at Wigan 
" Cocking. We dined at Tootal's with Sr Francis Anderton, 
"Mr. Hesketh the High Sheriff, Mr. Dodd, Mr. Cheetham, 
" Mr. Brathord, &c. I joined the Sheriff with a bottle of wine 
" at dinner. When the Cocking was over I drunk above stairs 
" with Sir Win. Gerard, Mr. Townley, Mr. Langton, Mr. Hugh 
"Anderton, &c."

This affair at Wigan seems to have attracted a fashionable 
company. Of Sir Francis Anderton some account will be found 
in Lydiate Hall and its Associations. After the rebellion of 1715, 
in which he was engaged, he resided at Lydiate, where he ended 
his days in 1760. He was remarkably addicted to cock-fight 
ing, and is said to have possessed the first duck-winged cock that 
was ever fought at a main. Harland, the antiquarian, perpetuates, 
in the first vol. of Bairns'1 Lancashire, some old doggrel lines in 
which he is supposed to have couched his challenges : 

There's the Jewel of England
For a hundred in hand
And a hundred in land
I'll fight him against any cock in England.

The cocks of this famous breed were thence called " Anderton's 
" Jewels."

On i7th February, 1713, the diarist speaks of a cock-fight at 
the Four Lane Ends in Little Crosby, where a cock of his was 
engaged and four battles fought. Another meeting was arranged 
for Easter Monday, and he takes some pains to get ready four 
cocks for the combat. He weighs them, feeds them, and spurs 
them himself. One of his cocks, from his Ditton estate, he calls
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by the name of " Clumsy." The affair on Easter Monday is 
thus described : 

" 1713, April 6. We had a great cocking at Mrs. Ann Roth- 
" well's. They played battle victory. I had two cocks in the 
" battle, and one of them got two battles. There were nine 
" battles played this afternoon. Mrs. Blundell and Mr. Turville 
'  made a visit here, but I came not to them from the cocking."

He would not leave the sport even to entertain his visitors. In 
respect to cock-fights, the terms " battle royal!' and "battle victory," 
used by Mr. Blundell, will no doubt be familiar to those who know 
more about cock-fighting than I do. I take the latter to be a 
combat a Poutrance, i.e., till one of the two yields up the ghost. 
The former I suppose to be carried to exhaustion, when one 
having succumbed, his adversary steps on his prostrate frame, 
and from this vantage ground peals forth the shrill note of victory.

" 1714, May 1 8. I was at Charles Howerds where there was 
" a battle victory fought for a saddle by eight cocks. 'Twas won 
" by a Liverpool cock as belonged I think to Jack White. There 
" was at the cocking Jack White, Marsh, Dugdale, Hurleston, &c. 
"There were some by battles fought."

In 1715, on 6th June, he is at a cocking at Thos. Hesketh's, 
Great Crosby. He afterwards drank with Parson Latus, Parson 
Wareing, Mr. Taylor of Lidiat watchmaker, and others.

It would be tedious to recite other entries of a like character, 
so I shall content myself with giving the last which I meet with 
in the Diary : " 1727, April 12. I went to Crosby green. There 
" was Parson Brooks, Parson Davys, Bannion of Ormschurch, 
" Mr. Haymar, Dr. Bromfield &c. There were several cocks 
" brought from Liverpool and Ormschurch, which fought upon 
" the green. I saw 3 or 4 battles."

This cock-fight on Crosby green, in presence of so dignified a 
company, might form an appropriate subject for the pencil of 
some local artist.

I will conclude the present subject with the notice of a rather 
cruel amusement, practised by the boys of Crosby, though the
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custom was by no means peculiar to Crosby, as we find it men 
tioned in Brand's Popular Antiquities : 

" 1726, Feb. 22. The little boys of the town ran blindfold 
" after another who had a bell, for a cock. When that sport was 
" over, they ran with their hands behind their backs after the 
" cock and took him in their mouths. I think there were each 
" time seven."

Let us turn to a more pleasing custom recorded by the diarist, 
which owes its origin to religion, and which had no doubt 
descended from very remote times, viz. : 

4. THE FLOWERING OF VILLAGE CROSSES.

There was a period when the whole of England was studded 
with crosses, which, as now in some countries abroad, greeted 
the wayfarer at frequent intervals, recalling the memory of Him 
who suffered and died on the Cross for his salvation. These 
memorials were too distinctive marks of Popery to be suffered to 
remain at the change of religion, and if any escaped, they were 
for the most part ruthlessly destroyed when Puritanism was in the 
ascendant. So complete was the destruction, that, excepting on 
catholic estates or in some remote country districts, very few 
traces of them are left. At the same time, it must be acknow 
ledged that a very altered feeling has arisen regarding such 
objects, which are now preserved with as much solicitude as was 
formerly used for their destruction. In Lancashire, owing to the 
number of landowners who adhered to the ancient faith, crosses 
are perhaps more abundant than elsewhere. At Lydiate, a manor 
which from the time Of Wm. Gernet (to whom it was given by 
Paganus de Vilars soon after the Conquest, and who was the pro 
genitor of the De Lydiates), has never passed out of Catholic 
hands, no fewer than six crosses may be traced within a mile of 
the Hall. Of these, the remains of three are still visible, one of 
which was found in the year 1870, buried in a cop on the road to 
Downholland. This cross was restored by the writer, and is now 
the cemetery cross at Our Lady's Church, not far from which it 

c
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was discovered. Mr. Blundell, the diarist, mentions the setting 
up again of the village cross at Little Crosby, in his own time. 
In several passages, a few of which are here given, he speaks of 
the above ceremony : 

" i7°7i July 2 4- I went to Ince with the intention to go to 
" ye Flowering of Ince Cross with Mr. Blundell if he went, but 
" he not being at home I came back. Some of the servants 
" went."

" 1708, June 23. I gathered some flowers for Flowering Great 
" Crosby Cross to-morrow."

" June 24. My wife and I were at the Flowering of Great 
" Crosby Cross."

"1715, June 24. My children went to the Flowering of Ince 
" Cross."

The first date is probably a mistake for June 24, as the diarist 
tells us somewhere that he copied these entries into his book from 
various scraps of writing made at the time, so that such a mistake 
might easily occur. The uniform day for these celebrations was 
the 24th June, being the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist, a very appropriate time, seeing that it is midsummer 
when flowers are most abundant. Moreover, it was a term day 
in ancient grants, and much land was held under the fee of a red 
rose at the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist.

Mr. Blundel! speaks occasionally of May-poles and the festivi 
ties connected with them, but as these are better known I will 
content myself with a single entry relating thereto : 

" I 7 I 5) J Qly 9- The little boys and girls of this town" (he 
always dignifies Little Crosby with this appellation) " diverted 
" themselves with rearing a May-pole in the West lane. They 
" had Morris dancing, and a great many came to it both old and 
" young, chiefly out of this end of the town."

Fewer details have been preserved of another festivity not 
uncommon at the time of the diarist, viz. : 
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5. THE FLOWERING OF MARL-PITS.

Of this custom we are fortunate in finding in his Diary a very 
precise account. The numberless unsightly pits still to be met 
in country districts show the extent to which the system of marling 
was carried out, and if other means of manuring land had not 
been discovered a very much larger portion of the fair face of 
England would have been disfigured in a similar way. When a 
squire undertook an operation of this kind it was generally on a 
large scale, and the tenants did not fail to attend with their teams 
to take part in the work. It will be seen from the following 
minute description of what took place on an occasion of this 
kind that the squire's hospitality was taxed to the utmost, and 
that he moreover took much pains to amuse as well as entertain 
his guests. It is pleasing to find that the neighbours were not 
unmindful of this extra call, and sent his lady fowls, butter, 
sugar, &c., as contributions towards the festival. The first entry 
exhibits the diarist in a new light, as the inventor of a sword 
dance, and the subsequent ones prove that he acted as master of 
ceremonies, drilling the raw material under his charge, and super 
intending the whole arrangements.

" 1712, June 3. I made a sword dance against my marl-pit is 
" flowered."

" June 7. I was very busy most of the afternoon shaping 
"tinsel, &c., for the garland for my new marl-pit and after supper 
" ye women helped to paste some things for it. I began to teach 
" the 8 sword Dancers their dance which they are to dance at the 
" Flowering of my marl-pit. Dr Cawood played to them."

" June 8. I was very busy in the afternoon making caps for 
" my marlers and dancers. Several of Great Crosby lasses helped 
" me. The young women of this town, Morehouses and Great 
" Crosby dressed ye garlands in my barn for the Flowering of my 
" marl-pit. I taught the 8 sword dancers their dance; they had 
" music and danced it in my barn."

" June 9. I was extremely busy all day making some things 
" to adorn my marlers heads. My marl-pit which was made in 
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" the Great More-hey out of which I marled ye Picke and ye Little 
" More-hey was flowered very much to the satisfaction of ye spec- 
" tators. There were present Ailes Tickle, Mr Molineux of ye 
'' Grange, Mr Burton, Mr Shepherd of Ince &c. They supped 
"here. All the 14 marlers had a particular dress on their heads 
" and carried each of them a musket or gun. The six garlands 
" &c. were carried by young women in procession ; the 8 sword 
" dancers went along with them to the marlpit where they danced. 
" The music was Gerard Holsold and his son and Richd Tatlock; 
" at night they danced in the barn. Thos Lathord of Leverpoole 
" brought me to ye marl-pit a dog collar against my bull bait as is 
" to be in the pit."

" June 15. I baited a large bull in ye bottom of my new marl- 
" pit. He was never baited before, as I know of, but played to 
" admiration. There was I think 8 or 9 dogs played the first 
" bait and only 2 the third bait. I think there was not above 
" two dogs but what were very ill hurt. I gave a collar to be 
" played for but no dog could get it fairly, so I gave it to Rich'1 
" Spencer of Leverpoole, being his dog best deserved it."

"June 23. I had my finishing day for my marling and abun- 
" dance of my neighbours and tenants eat and drunk with me in 
" the afternoon ; several of them had made presents to my wife of 
" sugar, chickens, butter &c. All my marlers, spreaders, water- 
" baylies and carters dined here. We fetched home the May-pole 
" from the pit and had sword dancing and a merry night in the 
" Hall and in ye Barn. Richd Tatlock played to them."

The ordinary recreation of Mr. Blundell was coursing, in which 
his chief companion was his chaplain the Rev. Mr. Aldred. 
Mr. Plumbe, the Liverpool lawyer already spoken of, took great 
delight in coursing and fishing, and had .frequent invitations to 
Crosby Hall to join in these amusements. After the first year 
following his marriage, the squire seldom hunted ; but he speaks 
in later years of Lord Molyneux's fox hounds, and of a Liverpool 
pack. In 1703 the entries relating to hare hunting are numerous; 
and it is highly probable that the frequent meetings of Lord 
Molineux and his Catholic friends gave rise to sinister rumours.
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We find Mrs. Norris of Speke writing in that year to her son 
Alderman Richard Norris as follows : 

" I believe mischief is at hand for our gentles meet more than 
" ordinary and very well mounted. If they have any ill designs 
" I pray God defeat them, for I fear we are not likely to do much 
" towards it."*

If old Mrs. Norris had listened to the conversation of these 
" gentles," she would have found that the only treason they 
contemplated was against the hare. It is amusing to put in 
juxtaposition a few of the entries relating to the gatherings which 
ruffled this good lady's nerves.

"1703, Nov. 6. I met my Lord Molineux at ye Breck a 
" hunting."

" Nov. 8. I met Lord Molineux at ye Breck a hunting. We 
" found no hare. We dined at ye Sun at Low Hill ; a large 
" shot."

''Nov. 15. I met Lord Molyneux, Mr. Trafford, and Mr. 
" Blundell a hunting at Low Hill."

" Nov. 18. I met Mr. Molineux a hunting at ye Breck."
" Nov. 22. I met Lord Molineux a hunting at ye Breck. We 

" run a hare to Litherland."

In later years Lord Molineux appears sometimes with his fox 
hounds in the neighbourhood of Crosby, and the following entry 
is curious : 

" 1706, Nov. 5. 'Tis said that Liverpool houndr, hunted a fox 
" this day from Bank Hall to Knowsley Park."

In bringing my subject to a close, a few notices of plays and 
itinerant actors may not be inappropriate. In a diary like Mr. 
Blundell's, in which something is recorded every day, it is 
unlikely that he would omit the notice of plays whenever a com 
pany visited the neighbourhood. Unfortunately he never mentions 
the names of performers, and with one exception, when he says

* " Norris Papers," p. 61.
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that the play was ill done, never indulges in any criticism on the 
performance. It is curious, however, to find that on one occasion, 
when the "Soldier's Fortune" was acted at Little Crosby, the 
three chief characters were sustained by tenants of his own in 
that village. On 23rd June, 1712, he-saw the " Yeoman of Kent" 
performed at the Castle of Liverpool. Other plays mentioned 
are " Love's Contrivance," " The Queen of the Scots," and 
"The School of Compliments." Once he witnessed the per 
formance at Liverpool of " Mackbeth," under the following 
circumstances ; and with this entry I shall make my exit.

"1714, October 13. My wife, Mally (his daughter Mary), 
"and I dined at Wooton (Woolton Hall). There also dined 
" Mr. Jo. Gerard, my Lady Gerard and her daughter Mary, 
" Mr. Wm. Poole's wife, &c. We went thither thro Liverpool  
" then went to ye New Market where we saw a play acted called 
" Mackbeth."


