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PART I.

THE subject of Recusancy, and its results under the Penal 
Laws, has not, as far as I remember, been brought under the 

notice of the Historic Society, although it enters largely into the 
history of our county during the last three hundred years. What 
ever may have happened in other parts of England, an exceptional 
stand was made in Lancashire against the introduction of the 
changes in religious matters which, in the time of Elizabeth, were 
forced upon the nation. The long reign of this Queen, and the 
glory she acquired in the eyes of the nation by the success which 
attended her foreign policy, enabled her to consolidate her power 
to such a degree as to be able to stamp out almost entirely all 
traces of that religion which, in the early part of her father's time, 
had been professed by the whole nation. This was effected by 
the aid of the Penal Laws, the severities of which are now gene 
rally deplored, but which were only removed from the statute-book 
in 1844, though they became inoperative by the Relief Act, passed 
fifty years ago. With these laws as they affected priests this paper 
has nothing to do; but it is a matter of history that great num-
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bers of them suffered a barbarous death, in conformity with these 
laws, for the mere exercise of their functions. I propose to speak 
only of the laity, and, indeed, only of one family amongst the 
Lancashire gentry, viz., the Blundells of Crosby.

This family is remarkable for the fidelity with which it has 
always adhered to the faith of its forefathers, and is amongst the 
few families of England that have never swerved from this 
allegiance, even by a temporary act of conformity. Such a race 
was certain to feel, from time to time, the full force of the Penal 
Laws, and therefore will very suitably illustrate the action of these 
laws during the whole period of their existence. Moreover, such 
a family is likely to possess, and in reality does possess, authentic 
records of these sufferings which have never hitherto corne to 
light, but which the courtesy of Colonel Blundell, the present 
worthy representative of the family, enables me to make use of.

My introductory account of the race must necessarily be short. 
Its earliest charters go as far back as the reign of Henry II, when 
it was seated at Ainsdale, a manor which went soon (in marriage, 
I believe) to the Halsalls, but was purchased from Sir Cuthbert 
Halsall in 1631, by Robert Blundell, the lawyer of Gray's Inn, 
and the then representative of the other family seated at Ince- 
Blundell. This accounts for its possession by Thomas Weld 
Blundell, Esq., at the present day. The Blundells of Ainsdale 
became very shortly the Blundells of Little Crosby, a manor 
acquired, it is said, through the Molyneux's, although this does 
not seem to be altogether free from doubt. Many of them were 
soldiers of fortune, and Sir Robert Blundell accompanied his 
monarch, Edward I, into Wales, where he married an heiress. 
The Welsh proved to be valiant defenders of their native hills, 
and Sir Robert is supposed to have been one of the twelve 
knights-banneret who a few years later, in the absence of their 
king, were slain in an engagement very disastrous to the English 
arms. There is a curious clause in a grant made by this knight 
to his son Nicholas in the year 1278, viz., that if he fails in the 
performance of the conditions recited in the deed, he shall pay 
to the king 5 marks for the work which he is constructing at
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Roye-lane. Roye-lane, now Rhuddlan Castle, was being rebuilt 
by King Edward at this period, as a stronghold against the incur 
sions of the Welsh. Its extensive ruins frown upon the wayfarer 
as he prepares to wander amidst the beautiful scenery of the 
Clwyd, whose outlet it was intended to guard.

Passing over many centuries, we come, in the time of Hen. VII, 
to another soldier, Henry Blundell, who was killed on the battle 
field. His death took place in Scotland, but he lived long 
enough to marry twice and to leave behind him thirty-one 
children. In the reign of Elizabeth, who ascended the throne 
in 1558, we find Richard Blundell seated at Crosby. He had 
married Ann, daughter of Richard Starky, of Stretton, Co. Chester, 
Esq. With his name commences the century of recusancy which 
I propose to record, confining my attention to the worst period of 
the Penal Laws, i.e., from 1591 to 1691, or rather to 1698, when 
William Blundell, the cavalier, ended his days. During this 
period three of the race reigned in their ancestral hall, viz., 
Richard Blundell, his son William, and his great-grandson, also 
William; for Nicholas the father of the latter died in his own 
father's lifetime. All those who on religious or any other grounds 
refused obedience to the laws affecting religion, were stigmatised 
as recusants; but it is chiefly Catholics, in communion with the 
see of Rome, who are known by that name. These laws occu 
pied so large a share of the attention of government, and are so 
many and various, that it is impossible within the lines laid down 
to give more than a cursory glance at those which formed the 
grounds of the prosecutions to which this family was repeatedly 
subjected.

There was first the oath of allegiance and supremacy, which 
every one was bound to take when called upon by a competent 
authority : one refusal subjected him to fines and imprisonment, 
and a second to the penalties of high treason. There was like 
wise the Act of Conformity, which compelled every one to attend 
his parish church on Sundays and holydays, under the penalty at 
first of 12 pence for each offence, but afterwards of ^,20 the 
lunar month. This came to .£260 a year, a very large sum, con-
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sidering the relative value of money, which few could pay. I only 
know of two instances in which it was paid for any length of 
time, viz., those of Sir John Southworth, of Southworth and 
Samlesbury, and John Towneley, of Towneley. There is still at 
Towneley Hall, near Burnley, a picture of the latter gentleman, 
who has recorded upon it that, up to 1601, he had paid ^5000, 
which is equivalent to more than ^70,000 in the present day. 
In addition to this, Mr. Towneley had undergone frequent im 
prisonment for refusing the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. 
It must be remarked with regard to the oath of allegiance, that 
it would have been readily taken by Catholics if it had not been 
weighted with matter to which they could not conscientiously 
give their adhesion. These are the words of the inscription 
under the picture of John Towneley at Towneley : 

" This John about ye 6 th or 7 th year of her Maiesties Queen 
"Elizabeth reign that is, for professing the Apostolical Roman 
" faith, was imprisoned first at Chester, then sent to Manchester, 
" then to York Castle, then to the Block house in Hull, then 
" to the Gate house in Westminster, then to Manchester, then to 
" Broughton in Oxfordshire, then twice to Ely in Cambridgeshire, 
"so now of 73 years old and blind is bound to appear and 
" keep within 5 miles of Towneley his house : who hath since 
" the statute of 23d paid into the exchequer £20 the month 
" and doth still, so that there is paid already above ^5000. 
"An°i6oi."

I have said that only the very richest recusants could pay the 
prescribed fines. This was soon found out, and hence the law 
which allowed the Government to confiscate two-thirds of their 
estate in lieu of the fines. Again, the necessity of procuring the 
services of priests, exposed them even to severer penalties. This 
crime, in fact, was made treasonable, and rendered the party 
convicted liable to imprisonment and death. It is in connection 
with an offence of this nature that we first meet with the name 
of Richard Blundell of Crosby. In the year 1590 he had given 
Robert Woodroffe, a seminary priest, a temporary asylum in his 
house ; but the priest's steps had been closely watched, and he
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was apprehended in company with Mr. Blundell and his son. 
They were first taken before the Earl of Derby, at his house, 
New Park, for examination, and were sent thence to Chester. 
Soon after they were transferred to Lancaster, and at the assizes 
there were tried and convicted ; a copy of the indictment being 
still preserved at Crosby. Before speaking of this imprisonment, 
let us pause for a moment to consider the bearing of the gentry 
in these parts at this trying period. I have said that in Lanca 
shire an exceptional stand was made by the gentry against the 
introduction of the new order of things in matters of religion. 
This is confirmed by a remarkable State paper, printed for the 
first time in Lydiate Hall and its Associations, which reveals 
the attitude of nearly all the gentry of the West Derby Hundred 
in this particular. Having been compiled by the Bishop of 
Chester and his officers, it may be deemed perfectly trustworthy. 
As this document is in print, it is merely necessary to make a 
summary of its contents. It bears date 1590, when Queen 
Elizabeth had been on the throne 32 years, and is prefaced by 
these observations: 

1. '' The nomber of recusants is great and wh dailie increase."
2. " There maie be scene usuallie every Sunday and holiday, 

" as hathe also very lately beene confessed, as many 
" people to repayre to places suspected as to the Parrysche 
" Churche."

It then attributes these '' enormities" chiefly to the want of due 
and effectual execution of the Penal Laws, and proceeds to enu 
merate the gentry, beginning with the magistrates, twelve in 
number. These are headed by the Earl of Derby and his son, 
and a running commentary in marginal notes reveals the character 
and disposition of each individual. With the exception of the 
Earl of Derby, his son, and Mr. Legh of Lyme, who are 
favourably spoken of, some disparaging qualification accompanies 
the other names, although they are said to be conformable in 
religion. It must be remembered that no one could be a 
magistrate without taking the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. 
Then we find eighteen knights and squires bracketed together, of
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whom it is said " All of them though in some degree of con- 
" formitie, yet in general note of evil affection in religion ft 
" communicants and y= wives of ye most of them recusants." 
After this we have eight of the same class, who are said to be 
"more usual comers to church but ft communicants." Three 
only are said to be " soundly affected in religion." We then 
come to gentlemen of the better sort. Eight are named as 
recusants, and thereof indicted; and eleven as " comers to 
" church but ft communicants, and their wives very little better 
" than recusants." Seven more are said to be soundly affected 
in religion, and they are followed by a list of fourteen ladies, 
beginning with Lady Lucy, wife of Edward Stanley of Winwick, 
who are declared to be recusants, and thereof indicted. Thus it 
will be seen that in 1590, notwithstanding the severe Penal Laws 
then in force, the feeling of the West Derby Hundred, as ex 
pressed in the attitude of the gentry, was not in favour of the 
reformed doctrines, although many made occasional acts of con 
formity to escape persecution. Of the common people the same 
document declares that 941 persons had been presented for 
recusancy before the last quarter sessions, and 800 since the last 
commission. In this list Mr. Richard Blundell of Crosbie is 
said to be in gaol " for recepting of a seminaire." The prisons 
in England at that time were not what they now are, and the 
change for a man of Mr. Blundell's age and position, from the 
comforts of a well-ordered establishment to the hardships of an 
unwholesome confinement, must have been very trying. He 
wrote the following letter to his wife, after he had been a prisoner 
a short time : 

" Richard Blundell to his lovinge wyfe Afte Blu at Crosbie or 
" elsewhere be these

" I receyved yor letf upon Saturedaye last past being the 
" tweentie sixe daye of this September wherein I perceive that 
" three of my tenants sones in little Crosbie are desireous to be 
" maryed upon reasonable consideration if I thought it con- 
" venient. Trulie I do not much denye to geve my consent for 
" the mariage of some of them, but not before y' you and I have
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" conferred thereof. I would wish you to send them word not to 
" be forward therein before they shall knowe more hereafter. I 
" would have you to send me fourtie shillings in money by the 
" next that cometh to us. Wee are al in health and merie at 
" this present blessed be God savinge we are sorie for the losse of 
" one of our deare (Trends whom it hath pleased Almighty God to 
" caule to his mercie upon ffryday last, I meane Mr. Worthington 
" of Blanscou who was sick not fully ffoure daies before his death 
" and besydes this, Mr. Latham was aboute the tenth daye of 
" this monthe in great danger of death as we thought for two or 
" three daies together and other two that hath beene sicke 
" of late, and if you have no hope of our cominge home here- 
" after then you must send me new sheerts and my Gowne with 
" other things that I tolde Car of at his last beinge with us. 
" This with commendacons to yr selfe with others yor ffrends and 
" myne I end this Mudaie ye 28 of September prayinge Almightie 
"God to send us merie meeting to his honour and glorie and 
" our greate comforte."

The reference to the marriage of tenants reminds us that the 
feudal system still lingered in England. Mr. Richard Worthing 
ton, of Blainscoe, near Wigan, was the head of that ancient 
family, and brother of Dr. Thomas Worthington, President of 
Douay College and author of the Notes in the Douay Bible. 
His son and heir, Thomas, had married the niece of Cardinal 
Alien, who had made himself particularly obnoxious to Govern 
ment by his zeal in procuring the erection of the Colleges at 
Douay and Rome, for the education of English Catholics. Mr. 
Worthington left several sons, four of whom, mere youths, were 
captured by pursuivants at Sankey House, near Warrington. They 
were placed in the custody of Bishop Chatterton of Chester, who 
used every means in his power to induce them to conform. Not 
withstanding severe examinations, imprisonments, and floggings, 
they maintained a remarkable constancy, and surprised their 
persecutors by the readiness of their answers and their fortitude 
in suffering. A full account of their trials is given in Bridge- 
water's Concertatio Ecclesice Anglicance, entitled " Certamen
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" Quatuor Puerorum Worthingtonium." A copy of this scarce 
book, reprinted in 1593, is in the possession of the writer.

From the hardships of his imprisonment Mr. Richard Blundell, 
who was then in advancing years, contracted a grievous sickness, 
of which he died in the gaol at Lancaster, on igth March, 1591-2.

His son William, as we have already stated, was taken prisoner 
with him, and he has left in his own handwriting, in a book still 
preserved at Crosby, interesting accounts of his own sufferings in 
the cause of religion. These narratives we shall proceed to give 
in his own words, as they reveal, in simple and truthful language, 
the frequent and heavy trials to which he was subjected. He 
may truly be called the confessor of the family, for though he did 
not suffer death like his father, yet during his long career he was 
seldom free from persecution. Born in 1560, his name occurs as 
visiting Douay College in 1580, but he probably made his studies 
at the College in Rome. It is somewhat curious that the first 
funds for the establishment of this college were derived from a 
foundation for a hospice, made a century before by a Lancashire 
couple named Shepherd, to provide accommodation for English 
pilgrims visiting the shrines of the apostles. William Blundell 
married Emilia, daughter of Edward Norris, of Speke, Esq. His 
narrative is headed as follows : 

" Som of the troubles and persecutions sustayned by William 
" Blundell Esqr for profession of ye Catholick faith.

" In the year of our Lord God 1590 the u th of June the Rt 
" Honble Henerie Earle of Darbie sent certaine of his men to 
"searche the house of Richard Blundell Esqr for matters belong- 
" ing to Catholick religion &c where they apprehended and tooke 
" away with them to his honor's house (the New Parke) one M r 
" Woodroffe a seminary priest and the said Richard Blundell and 
" mee Will 1" Blundell sonne of the said Richard : And the day 
" next following we were severally examined by the Earle : And 
" on the thirteenth day of the same month wee were all sent to 
"be imprisoned in Chester Castle. About the 5 or 6 of August 
" next following wee were all by the Earles men featched from 
" Chester and brought to Knowsley one of his honor's houses
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" where wee were (as alsoe my mother and one John Carre my 
" father's man) severally examined by Chatterton the Bishopp of 
" Chester who was ioyned in comission with the Earle to examine 
" us uppon Interrogatories by the Lords of the Councell.

" And the day following, the priest my father and I were sent 
" prisoner to Lancaster (where wee found prisoners ther before 
" us Mr Henrie Lathom of Mosborowe and Mr Richard Worth- 
" ington of Blanschouge comitted for their conscience) where 
" also my father and I remained (for the most part) untill the 
" 19th of March of the year 1592 on which day my saide ffather 
" changed his life for a better. Within about a (fortnight after I 
" had a license obtained from the Right honblc the Earle of Derbie 
" to come to Crosbie for one onely month. And then retorned 
" to Lancaster againe, whence about Michaelmas ensueing or some- 
" what before I was againe dismissed by his hon" warrant.

'' Upon the 20 or 21 November next after, I was againe appre- 
"hended (in the time of Bells persecution) by John Nutter 
" parson of Sephton and divers others assisting him, and my wife 
" also was taken, and both of us first weare carried to the parson- 
"age of Sephton and theire staide all night whence on the 
" morning wee were brought to my Lord his house the New 
" Parke before the Earle, the Bishopp Chatterton and Mr Wade 
" one of the Clearkes of the Councell; where my wife was dis- 
" missed and I with others sent to London with 2 Pursevants or 
" Messengers. On the 8th of December (beinge the feast of the 
'' Conception of our bl Ladie) I with an r Henrie Lathom of 
" Mosborowe was by the aforesaid Mr William Wade brought 
"before Doctor Whyt(gift) Archbishopp of Canturburie att his 
"house Croydon in Surrey where wee were adjudged to prison; 
" M r Lathom to the fleete and I to the Gatehouse of Westminster 
"where I remained prisoner until the 12 th of July of the yeare 
" '595 ; tnen was set at liberty uppon bonds to apeare and come 
" in within 20 dayes after warning given, since which tyme I was 
" never imprisoned. And soe coming home with my wyfe who 
 ' had come upp to London with her brother Edward Norres and 
" hee retorneing after a few dayes, shee stayed in prison with me
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" till my said delivery which was some 6 or 8 weeks. And after 
"we lived at Crosbie until the 27 th of May in the year of Our 
" Lord 1598. Att what tyme my house was searched by Sir 
" Richard Mollinex Knt and John Nutter P'son of Sephton when 
" I escapeing my wyfe was taken for her conscience and carried 
" first to Sephton and examined and retorned home for that night 
" uppon bonds or promise of my ffather Norres (as I thinke) to 
" appeare at Chester before the Bishopp such a day. Accordingly 
" the last of the same month shee together with divers other 
" Catholics as namely Hector Stock, Elin Baron the wyfe of 
" Laurence Baron of the Edge, Jane Melling widow, Elin Blun- 
" dell the wyfe of Thomas Blundell of the Carrside in Ince 
" Blundell were comitted to prison in the Castle of Chester.

" Within a litle more than a month after (as I take it) some 
" man (but I never knew who it was) caused the old indictm' for 
" entertaining a seminarie priest which had beene in the yeare 
" 1590 afforesaide, to be prosecuted against mee, whereuppon 
" proclamation was made accordinge to theire custome att the 
" Countie Courts att Lancaster that I should come in and appeare, 
" which I not doeing was condemned of felonie by the Coroner.

" After this condemnation I tarried secretly at countrie houses 
" some 3 quarters of a yeare. In the meane while my wyfe getting 
" out of prison in Chester Castle uppon bonds for her appearance 
" againe &c shee and I for feare of beeing apprehended went first 
" to VVrixham in Wales (where our brother Bannister dwelt) and 
" thence after a good while (my wyfe being great with child) 
" retorned into Lancasheare to the Speakes and I ridde to Weme 
" (in Shropshire) where my brother Bannister had another dwell- 
" ing house. And thence to London to get a pardon, where 
" sending home my horses I with my man Peter Stocke staide 
" there about ffive weekes and without getteing a pardon, I came 
" into Staffordshire changing my name whither my wyfe came to 
" mee and there wee staide about two yeares at six several places, 
" untill the Queenes death where comminge home I soone after 
" obtained from King James a free and large pardon which cost 
" mee in all but 40 or 50 shillings."
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James Bell, to whose persecution Mr. Blundell alludes, was one 
of the old priests who had conformed, but having repented, 
found himself the object of a particular attention on the part of 
Government. He was taken prisoner; and it having been 
discovered that he had said mass at Golborne on St. John's Day, 
he was tried at Lancaster, and suffered there the usual cruel death 
for the crime of being reconciled to the Church of Rome. The 
Rev. John Nutter, Rector of Sephton was called by Queen 
Elizabeth " her golden ass," by reason of the many rich livings 
which he held. The tradition of the family is, that when the 
house was entered by pursuivants, the husband and wife escaped, 
but the children were left behind. After ten days Mrs. Blundell, 
weary of so long a separation from her children, returned home 
and gave herself up to her persecutors, who immediately carried 
her off a prisoner to Chester. After a confinement of several 
weeks, her enemies seem to have relented; and through the 
intercession of Sir Richard Molyneux and the parson of Sephton, 
she was released and suffered to return to Crosby. Their letter 
addressed to the Bishop of Chester on this occasion has been 
preserved.

" To ye Right reverend FF. in God Or very good L. yc L. 
" Bishoppe of Chester.

" Whereas wee are given to understand that since the late com- 
" mitment of Mre Emilia Blundell (close prisoner in her Matles 
" Castle of Chester) yor honor by some her worshipful frends 
" hath beene often and earnestlie entreated for her enlargm' in 
" regard of some her infirmities upo good and sufficient bonds 
" for her forthcoming and yc inlaying of her body at such time as 
" shall be thought fitt and convenient. And further that in a 
" fatherlie care ovr the present state of her feeble body and 
" ye preservation of her decayed health yor Lordship is said to 
" carie an honorable inclination and disposition. And for that 
" wee ourselves by divrs and sudrie or good neighbours have beene 
" likewise seriouslie solicited for the speedy furthering thereof: 
" We have therefore thought good thus much hereby to signifie 
" that if in consideration of all or any of yc p'misses it may stand
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" with yr hoble good Lordship's liking to favor to allow thereof and yr 
" same tograntaccordinglie wee for or parts shal be well pleased to 
"yield thereunto and by or mutual assent to joyne with yor hor in 
" that behalfe so that upon like bonds sufficient permission may 
" be had that for and during all the time of her unconformitie 
" obstinacie and disobedience she shall not make anie repaire 
" unto or into anie part of or Parish of Sephton, nor yet within 
" the space of so manie myles as by yor LPC shalbe limited and 
" appoynted. And for that common experience doth too well 
" teach us that yc evill examples of such Archpapists and diso- 
"bedient persons doe greatlie hinder the race of ye Gospell 
" (especiallie in these maritime parts) and daylie threaten 
" dangerous events, if ye same be not wislie foreseene and 
" speedilie prevented : Wee could wish or selves likewise alto- 
" gether freede from the Company of M r Blundell her husband if 
" by any lawful way or means he (being a confyned Papist) might 
" be removed from among us. Thus referring the whole matter 
" and every circumstance thereof unto yor hors grave and deep 
"consideration with remembrance of o r duties we humbly take 
" leave.

" Sephton of this August ye 23d  98
" Yor good Lps every way assured

" Richard Molynex 
"Jo: Nutter."

The suggestion as to the desirability of removing Mr. Blundell 
by some lawful means reminds us of the remarkable letter written 
twelve years before by Walsingham to Sir Amias Poulet, keeper 
of Mary of Scotland, in which he is reproached for not having 
found the means of shortening the life of that unfortunate queen. 
It is probable, however, that the banishment of Mr. Blundell, 
and not his death, is here hinted at.

Mr. Blundell was a very religious man, and has left, in his own 
handwriting, many controversial papers, in which he shows a very 
fair acquaintance with Holy Writ, as well as the writings of the 
Fathers. He was likewise addicted to poetry, but his prose is 
better than his verse, for he was clearly not one of those born to
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be poets, whatever he himself may have thought upon the subject. 
A remarkable poem was written by him on occasion of this very 
persecution. One stanza is here given, not for the sake of the 
versification, but to shew what those of our ancestors had to 
endure, who three centuries ago refused to accommodate them 
selves to the important changes in religion which the Government 
had resolved to impose upon the nation, ft is headed thus :  
" The following ditty was made upon the persecution made in 
" Sephton Parish especially by John Bishop of Chester and Nutter.

' Husbands and their wives parted are assunder
' Parents severed are from their children dear
' Sucking babes do cry
' Which at home do lie
' Mothers do bewayle
' Being fast in gaol
' All the country talketh
' Every way one walketh
' What in Sephton we endure
' For no strange opinion
' But that old religion
' Austen planted here most sure."

As the estate of Mr. Blundell was one of those which could 
not bear the fine of £20 a month for the privilege of absence 
from the Parish Church, two-thirds of it were seized by the 
Crown and given away to needy courtiers. He has furnished 
the following list of the grantees: 

" The names of those who begged two prts of my lands for 
" Recusancie.

" Imprmis John Gille 2 Charles Grimston 3 Thos Heaton 
" 4 Gervis Travis 5 The two of the black guard 6 Thurston 
" Gibson 7 Ambrose Astell

" 8 But before anie of these one Lever (as I thinke) had a 
" grant of the two prts of my fathers lands and aboute a yeare 
" before my said flathers death had ;£8o for a composition and a 
" lease of the saide two prts was made to Richard Armston Esqr. 
" Soon after my ffathers death the said Lever (as I take it) began 
 ' to precede against mee but I am sure hee had nothing.

"About the yeare of our Lord 1593 when I was prisoner att 
" London John Gille got a grant of two prts of my lands, and
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" about a yeare and a halfe after made a division with the Shireffes 
"assistance and had for a composition ^120. The lease was 
" made to M r William Norres sonne and heire apparent of 
" Edward Norres of Speake Esq. and was dulie payde divers 
" yeares untill Charles Grimston had gott a new grant of 2 prts 
" of my lands and laboured to get a composition but through 
" Gods goodnesse hee had nothing.

"Then about the yeare of our Lord God 1599 I was outlawde 
" uppon an Indictm' of fellonie for being taken with a Priest 
" which Indictm' was 9 years before the said outlawrie. And 
" thereuppon all my lands and goods were forfaited because I did 
" not come in and appeare uppon proclamation. Then presently 
" after, about the yeare 1601 Thomas Heaton and Gervise Traves 
" by reason of the said Traves his hurte hee had in furthering 
" the taking of Mr Hunt the Priest gott a new grante of 2 prts of 
" my lands and laboured verie busilie to gett possession or com- 
" position but (blessed be God) gott neither, in which tyme of 
'  his labouring to get my liveing the outlarie before menconed 
" staide, and nothing was done about the same : untill it was 
" thought by reason of my close keeping, that I was fled the land. 
" Thereuppon proclamation was made in Leverpoole market 
" according to the statute of fugitives viz that I should deliver 
" my selve into the sheriffe's hands within six monthes or else 
" the law to proceede.

" Then two of the Queen Eliz : her cooks begged all my lands 
" as of a fugitive and thereby disappointed Heaton and Travesse 
" of there purpose. The said Cookes caused a comission to be 
" sitten for the proveing of the value of my lands and my fleeing 
" out of the land, but soe it pleased God neither was prvd suf- 
" ficiently to there likeing nor anie thing gotten.

" Within a yeare or litle more after the Queene died, and I got 
" a prdon under the Kings seale and thereby was freede which 
"prdon cost 26* 8d with 13* 4d in expences about it.

" Then about the yeare of Our Lord God 1607 came Sr Arthur 
" Aston into this countrie and pretended to have a grant of 2 prts 
" of my lands and all my goods. And once sent half a dozen of
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" his Agents and after came twice in his own prson with a great 
" companie of men to have taken my goods but prvailed nothing 
" save onely the latter tyme he tooke an ould gelding. But in 
" the end it appeared that the grant was not to Sr Arthur but to 
" Gibson and Thurstan who laboured to gett a composition and 
" in the meane time they paide into the Exchequer 20 marks 
" being one halfe yeares rent of the 2 prts of my lands. And the 
" next half yeares rent they paide not and so forfaited theire 
" grant \vch Peter Stocke whom for that end I sent to London 
" found out.

"Next after about the yeare of Our Lord God 1610 came 
" Ambrose Astell prtending likewise to have a grant of the 2 prts 
" of my lands from Bowes and Beeston and laboured manie wayse 
" to have an agreement but not getting anie hee came to sease 
" uppon my goods and driveing one of my kine and some horses 
" was rescowed by two prsons. Alt which tyme divers men and 
" women came neare to see and looke on without apointment or 
" request of anie whereuppon hee caused a privie sessions and 
" indicted a great meanie to the number of 70 psons, intending to 
" make a Starre Chamber matter of it. But in the meane tyme he 
" was prved to exceede his Comission and take bribes and thereby 
" was driven the countrie.

" Yet afterwards about 1613 he sent a gentleman like man who 
" was saide to bee his sonne to serve mee, my wife and divers of 
" my tenants into the Starre Chamber pees about another false 
" prtended ryott as namely Richard Marrowe, Thomas Bourghe, 
" Wm Harrison, Thomas Marrowe, Thomas Rothwell, Jas Harvie, 
" which James I sent to London to appeare for all, but uppon his 
" appearance all theire prcedings proved conterffeate and soe 
" ended. Blessed be God for all his mercies and goodnesse for 
" evermore. Amen."

It is manifest that one cause of the frequent disappointments 
of those who expected to benefit from these Crown grants, was 
the secret or overt opposition of Mr. Blundell's tenantry. Living 
in a remote spot he would have early information of what was 
intended, and would provide for the safety of his goods by the
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willing aid of his neighbours. Moreover, as the presence of the 
High Sheriff or of some magistrate was necessary to put the laws 
in execution, it may be easily imagined that this unwelcome task 
would be evaded whenever it was possible to evade it. However 
averse they might have been to the religious principles of such 
men as Mr. Blundell, there is abundant evidence to show that, in 
Lancashire at least, these harsh measures were looked upon as 
very ungentlemanly proceedings. It must not, however, be 
imagined that the Crown took no steps to obtain its own share of 
the spoil. All the reserved rents were recorded against the estate, 
and when, fifty years later, Mr. Blundell's grandson purchased from 
the Commonwealth his sequestrated lands, he found himself 
saddled with all these arrears, nor could he obtain possession 
until the whole had been discharged.


