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THE title of my paper is, " The History and Curiosities of the 
" Liverpool Directory !" Many of my readers may exclaim, 
What is there in a Directory ? It is a mere catalogue of 
names, residences, and occupations. Apart from its special 
purpose, what general interest can it possess, any more than 
an old share list or an old almanac ? 1 hope to be able to 
show, before I conclude, that there is much of interest, in 
struction, and amusement lying dormant under the dry list of 
names and the other information afforded. i

In the first place, it may be safely asserted that whatever 
concerns human nature in any of its aspects cannot be devoid 
of interest to any thoughtful observer. There are men who 
can travel from Dan to Beersheba and pronounce all to be 
barren. There are others who cannot promenade a dusty 
lane, a crowded thoroughfare, or a grassy field-path for half 
an hour, without meeting at every step sources of interest 
and subjects for thought.

One of the characters in Terence says " Nihil humanum 
" a me alienum puto." In that spirit let us approach the 
subject.

A Directory is simply a list of the householders of a par 
ticular locality at a given time, with their residences and 
occupations. It is therefore a microcosm, bringing into one
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focus under our hand, as it were, a synoptical view of a vast 
extent of characters, interests, modes of life, tendencies, and 
relative positions. In looking over its pages we seem, like 
the scholar of Alcala in Le Sage's Diable Boiteux, to be able 
to peer into the habitations of the multitudes brought before 
us, and realize something of their inner life. Take up an old 
Directory of fifty years ago and call over its list of names. 
It seems like pacing over an immense grave yard. " Hie jacet" 
might he attached to nearly all, if not quite all, the names. 
Like as in a grave yard, all distinctions of caste and rank are 
here obliterated. The peer and the peasant, the millionaire 
and the bankrupt, have each allotted to him one little line, 
and that is all the record that the great majority will ever 
receive. Pass over in thought the interval of fifty years just 
alluded to. It is the realization of the bridge of life in 
Addison's Vision of Mirza. We look attentively, and see 
the passengers one by one dropping through the bridge into 
the great tide that flows underneath. We see the hidden 
pitfalls so graphically described, yawning beneath the dark 
mist which overhangs the path, and the broken arches of old 
age which inevitably swallow up those who escape.

There are, nevertheless, some very remarkable instances of 
longevity, aud what the phrenologists call inb.abitivene.ss, 
brought to light by the Directory. Mrs. Martha Linaker's 
name will be found in every volume from 1766 down to 1825 
as occupying a house in Oldhall Street. She was present at 
the opening of the Old Infirmary, Shaw's Brow, in 1745, and 
assisted at the opening of the New Infirmary, Brownlow 
Street, eighty years after. She died in the house in which 
she was born, having occupied it 97 years. Mrs. Catharine 
Twentyman and her daughter Elizabeth occupied the same 
house in Duke Street for 75 years. The name will be found 
in every Directory from 1781 to 1856. Mr. Harmood Banner's 
name occurs for 56 years from 1810 to 1866. Probably the
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most remarkable instance of the kind is that of Mr. Robert 
Makin, corn merchant, whose name first appears in 1790, 
and will be found in the Directory of 1859, 09 years later. 
There are gentlemen still living whose names will be found 
in every Directory for between fifty and sixty years.

A comparison of Directories of different dates throws won 
derful light on the history of families as well as of individuals. 
We see names emerge from obscurity, establish themselves in 
positions of honour and credit, looming large amongst the 
local constellations; and after a generation or two they 
gradually disappear, and leave not a scion behind. Thus the 
Claytons, the Clevelands, the Cunliffes, the Tarletons'who 
once filled distinguished positions and were the magnates of 
the day, have passed away like a vision, and left nothing 
behind but their monuments in our parish churches. Some, 
on the other hand, continue from generation to generation, and 
constitute a sort of civic aristocracy. Thus the Earle family 
have occupied a prominent position in our mercantile world 
for about two hundred years, and the Rathbones for nearly a 
hundred and fifty. The Blundells also can be traced from 
nearly the age of Queen Elizabeth, through the benevolent 
founder of the Blue Coat Hospital down to the present day, 
in continual connection with the business of the town and its 
institutions.

Glance again at individual history as exhibited in the 
photography of the Directories. You see John Smith or 
Thomas Robinson at first recorded as a bookkeeper, living in 
a small house in a back street. Next you find him a junior 
partner in a mercantile house, changing his residence to 
Canning Street or Falkner Square. You then find his name, 
probably, amongst the Select Vestry or one of the mercantile 
associations. After a few more Directories are published, he 
emerges from the chrysalis state as the head of a firm, a town 
councillor, probably mayor if he is on the right side in politics,
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a justice of the peace, and occupant of Brightside Hall. This 
is a pleasant picture to contemplate; but, alas! our Directories 
present us with too many reverses of this tableau. I could 
point to cases illustrated in their pages, of descent from the 
higher platforms of connexion and wealth, stage after stage, 
to the lower levels of poverty and obscurity. At the same 
time, there is no doubt that the everchanging kaleidoscope, 
which the records of the Directories present, is mainly occu 
pied by the spectacle of successful industry and enterprise 
coming to the front, and asserting its claims to influence and 
command.

Various aspects and speculations of this kind might be 
dwelt upon until they became tiresome. The Directory is in 
fact an abstract history of the town. Let us compare the 
witness it bears to the progress of the town and its trade. 
The first Directory was published in 1766, not much more 
than a century ago. It contains J,074 names. Liverpool 
must have been a pleasant little place to reside in at that 
time of day. Trade was flourishing, The new Town Hall 
had been opened a few years before, and assemblies and balls 
were the order of the day. The population was about 25,000. 
The streets were narrow and ill-built, but they were pervaded 
by pleasant breezes from the river, and all around, within easy 
distance, green fields, extensive heaths, and rural lanes were 
open to all.

In 1874 the number of names in the Directory was 92,384, 
in a population of about 550,000. The names have, there 
fore, increased nearly 90 times, whilst the population has 
increased only 22 times in the same period. This would 
indicate that, during the early days of the publication, the 
names inserted were much more select than at the present 
time.

This enormous increase in little more than a century brings 
with it several corollaries. The population of England and
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Wales increased between 1766 and 1871, from 7,082,000 to 
22,704,108, or 220 per cent. The normal increase, therefore, 
in Liverpool, during the same period, would have been from 
25,000 to 55,000 from native sources. It is obvious, there 
fore, that out of the 550,000 iuhabitants not less than 500,000 
are either strangers from a distance, or the descendants of 
those who have settled here within the last century. One 
would suppose, therefore, that any taint of provincialism in 
manners, habits, or dialect, would have been long ago so far 
diluted as to be almost imperceptible. The result is no doubt 
so, as far as relates to the original Lancashire element. Persons 
are now living who can remember a strong flavour of the broad 
South Lancashire speech, at all events in the district imme 
diately surrounding the town, of which it would be extremely 
difficult to find specimens at the present day. In place of 
this we have entire districts pervaded by the genuine Irish 
brogue, and others where the piercing Cymric gutturals give 
the character to the utterance. The Scottish dialect is more 
diffusive, but contributes its share to the common stools. Out 
of this Babel of tongues I think a common dialect is arising 
which can scarcely be called provincial, but which when 
spoken by educated persons is equally free from the mincing 
vulgarity of Cockneyism on the one hand, and the rough 
broad coarseness of the County speech on the other.

Let us now look at the outward form under which the 
Directory presents itself.

The first London Directory was issued in 1677, but it was a 
long time before the idea extended to the provinces. The 
first Liverpool Directory was published in 1766, in the form 
of a small brochure, 7^ins. by 4^ins., with the title " The 
" Liverpool Directory for the year 1706, containing an alpha- 
" betical list of the Merchants, Tradesmen, and principal 
" inhabitants of the Town of Liverpool, with their respective 
" addresses, also separate lists of the Council, &c.  Printed



" by W. Nevett and Co., for J. Gore, bookseller, near the 
"Exchange, 1766."

The pamphlet contains forty pages, of which the names 
occupy twenty-nine and a half.

The original edition is extremely rare, but a reprint has 
been published and is easily procured. The second Directory 
was published in 1769, the Bame size and form, containing 53 
pages. The number of names is greatly increased, occupying 
42 pages. Further editions were issued in 1773, 1774, and 
1777. In 1773, street numbers were introduced attached to 
the houses, which first appear in the Directory for 1777. I 
have not met with any edition between 1781 and 1790. 

i The book continued to be published at irregular intervals 
I of two or three years in about the same size and form, but 
I gradually increasing in bulk down to 1827. In 1829, it was 

issued in a long narrow form, 8^ins. by 3|ins, and so con 
tinued to 1855. In 1857 it came out in an enlarged shape, 
royal octavo, lOins. by Cins., with double columns, which 
form it has since retained.

From 1837 to 1864, a new edition was issued every two 
years, but from that date it has been published annually.

Attempts have been made at different times to establish 
rival publications of the same nature, but they have not met 
with much success.

In 1790, a Directory was issued by Charles Wosencroft, 
Cook Street, simultaneously with Gore's for the same year. 
In the preface the publisher expresses his intention to publish 
a Directory every two years, but such intention was never 
carried out.

In 1827, Messrs. Andrew Picken and Son, stationers,
Castle Street, compiled a Directory, and intimated their
intention of continuing it annually, but it was not attended
with success.

 ^ In 1833, the publishing concern of Messrs. Gore and Son
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passed into the hands of Messrs. Mawdsley, by whom the 
Directory has continued to be issued, under the original name 
of Gore.

In 1848, Messrs. McCorquodale and Co., of Castle Street, 
published n Directory, intending to continue it annually, but 
this, like the other attempts proved abortive, and from that 
time Messrs. Mawdsley have had the Directory entirely in 
their own hands.

The Directory for 1875 contains 1249 pages of matter, of 
which 546 are occupied with the list of names, in double 
columns.

Thus much may suffice for the outward form and pressure 
of the publication. I will now enter upon its contents.

Of whom and what does this vast crowd of human beings, 
with its surging tide of life pouring along the streets, and its 
ever shifting panorama passing before our eyes, consist ? It 
may be said of modern Liverpool as of ancient Tyrus  
" The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee in thy market; and 
" thou wast replenished, and made very glorious in the midst 
" of the seas. With thy wisdom and with thine understanding 
" thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver 
" into thy treasures." Every maritime country pours its 
tribute into the Mersey, and people of all nations follow where 
commerce leads. The population, therefore, is necessarily 
motley in its character, but the main divisions may be classi 
fied under a few heads.

First and foremost comes the native population, the Liver 
pudlians, or, as they were formerly called " Dicky Sams." 
Although it is probable that the native may nearly equal the 
foreign element, yet since a large proportion of the former 
must be young, the children of settlers within the last genera 
tion, it is almost certain that the majority of names in the 
Directory will be those of persons from a distance, the 
largest number being undoubtedly English.
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Next in order comes the Irish and Welsh population. It is 
by no means certain which of these races has the predomi 
nance. If we were to judge from the names in the Directory 
alone, the Welsh element would preponderate; but a large 
number of the Irish belong to the labouring class, whose 
names have not arrived at the dignity of being recorded. The 
Irish and Welsh together must constitute from one-third to 
two-fifths of the inhabitants. Liverpool, for all practical 
purposes, occupies the position of the capital of North Wales, 
and is the El Dorado towards which gravitates all the surplus 
population of the Principality. This is made evident by the 
number of chapels in which the services are conducted in the 
native tongue, the vast majority attending them being Welsh 
immigrants. The Cymric race in Liverpool are principally 
shopkeepers, small tradesmen, and artisans. One branch of 
industry, that of cottage building, they have almost entirely 
monopolised. The two races have kept very distinct in the 
localities where they have settled, the Irish principally occu 
pying Scotland, Vauxhall, and Exchange Wards, and the 
Welsh colonizing Kirkdale and the slopes of Everton.

The Scotch population is numerous and important, but will 
not bear numerical comparison with those already mentioned. 
The Scotch fill very high positions in the mercantile world ; 
their education, native shrewdness, and frugal habits giving 
them great advantages. There is also a clannish feeling, 
which has contributed much to the success of the Scotch in 
Liverpool. It is said that when one Scotchman is employed 
in an establishment, it is ten chances to one that the concern 
will soon be filled by " long-legged and hard-headed callants 
from ayont the Tweed." A large proportion of the skilled 
artisans, especially amongst the engineers and masons, are 
Scotch, but they are not very numerous amongst the shop- 
keeping class.

Of the foreign settlers in Liverpool the greatest proportion



are Germans, of whom there is a large number, almost entirely 
in commercial business. The French and Swiss are com 
paratively few. There is a considerable colony of Greeks, 
almost all merchants, and their clerks. Spaniards, Italians, 
Russians, Parsees, Chinese, and Japanese, are sprinkled about 
in small numbers. The North American or Yankee element 
is too small to have any appreciable influence.

We now come to the names in this vast hive of human 
beings. Here the nationalities manifest themselves very 
decidedly. By far the greater part are of course English, but 
the Welsh patronymics are very numerous. Out of 92,384 
entries, 2C87 have the Celtic "Mac" prefixed. The " O's" 
are only 355. These of course are no indications of the 
number of Scotch and Irish, as many of such names are of 
an entirely different form.

I will not here enter into a dissertation on surnames, on 
which those who desire information may consult the pages of 
Mr. Lower or Mr. Bardsley ; but I may be permitted to say 
a few words on the principles on which surnames have been 
formed in the different nationalities, as an introduction to 
what follows.

According to the authority of Punch, Brown, Jones, and 
Robinson would appear to be the representative English 
surnames, but they are distributed in very unequal propor 
tions, [n the Liverpool Directory, there are 2113 Joneses, 
589 Browns, and only 427 Robinsons. In one point of view, 
however, these names are really characteristic of different 
nationalities, Jones representing the Welsh, Brown the Anglo- 
Saxon, and Robinson the Scandinavian element in the popu 
lation of South Britain. Jones has the most numerous 
entries in the pages of the Directory. There are 419 John 
Joneses, householders in Liverpool. One cannot but surmise 
that these gentlemen must occasionally be the cause of some 
trouble to the post office employ6s. Imagine a letter ad- 

c



18

dressed to " John Jones, Esq.," Liverpool, arriving by post. 
To which of the 419 must it be delivered? Supposing it 
had to go the round of the gentlemen with the synonymous 
names, at the rate of one each day, it might be fourteen 
months before it would reach its destination.

Surnames, as family names descending from father to sou, 
are of comparatively modern origin, and will scarcely be found 
amongst the middle and lower classes earlier than the latter 
end of the fifteenth century. The territorial appellations of 
the nobility and great landholders of course always descended 
with the property. The earliest surnames are undoubtedly 
clannish or tribal, such as the Gaelic Macdonalds or Mac- 
gregors, or the Milesian O'Briens or O'Connors, intimating a 
descent from a common ancestor, and a blood connexion 
uniting the interests of the whole clan. Such was the case 
with the early Anglo-Saxon settlers in England. The Billings, 
the Watlings, the Wselings, were members of the tribe owning 
for their common ancestor Billa, Watta, or Week. In England 
this wns very early lost by the progress of society and the 
dispersion of the population, but it continued in Scotland 
and Ireland for many ages. To this succeeded patronymic 
surnames, the son attaching the name of his father as a 
distinction, to his own. This has existed in all ages and 
countries. In Greece, Tydides was the son of Tydeus. In 
Rome, Marcus Antoninus was Marcus the son of Antonius. 
In Hebrew, Simon Barjonah was Simon the son of Jonah, or 
as we should now call him, Jonasson or Johnson.

Two classes of patronymic surnames are very numerous in 
our Directory the Welsh Joneses, Williamses, Robertses, &c., 
and the Scandinavian Johnsons, Thompsons, Eichardsons, &c. 
The Welsh patronymics were originally prefixed by etb or op, 
meaning son, as John ap Thomas ap Hugh ap Richard. In 
process of time the ab was in many cases incorporated with 
the surname, ap-Rob,ert became Probert, ap-Richard, Prichard,
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ap-Hugh, Pugh, and so on, or else it was omitted, and «, as a 
genitive case, added at the end, as Williams, Roberts, &c. A 
similar custom formerly prevailed in Lancashire. In Tim 
Bobbin's dialogue between Tummus and Meary, she says  
" Aw went to Jone's o' Harry's o' lung Jone's for't borrow 
" their thible to star th' furmety wi'."

The absence of family surnames, and the practice of giving 
the father's Christian name as a surname to the son was, until 
recently, very common in North Wales, if it can be said even 
yet to have quite died out. In Denmark, Sweden, and Norway 
the surnames were formed by adding son or sen to the father's 
baptismal name, and datter if a female. In Norway this 
system is still in full vigour in the rural districts. Sven 
Jansen's son Magnus is called Magnus Svenson (English, 
Swainson) ; Hilda the daughter of Isaac Tolversen is called 
Hilda Isaacs-datter, and so on. It is from this source that 
the English names ending in son are derived, they being the 
most numerous in the northern counties, where the Danes and 
Norsemen effected settlements. There is, however, another 
source in England whence these names are derived. Legal 
documents in the middle ages were principally written in 
Latin, and persons therein mentioned, not having landed 
estates, were described as Jilius, or by contraction Jil'- which 
became corrupted into Fitz in the French speaking popula 
tion, and translated into English became son. Thus William 
the son of Adam was a wealthy burgess and Mayor of Liver 
pool in 1378. His name occurs in many documents of the 
period, in which he is indifferently styled William " filius 
" Adami," or William Adamson. The number of southern 
English family names derived from this source is not large. 
The general English surnames are principally derived from three 
sources, (1) place names, (2) occupations, trades, and offices, or 
(3) peculiarities of body, mind, or circumstances nick-names 
in fact. Taking at random a column of the Street Directory
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containing 97 names, I find the place names 32, the patro 
nymics 45, the names of trades and occupations 9, leaving 
11 to be accounted for from other sources.

An absurd idea prevails with some people, that a person's 
deriving his name from a place, particularly should there 
happen to be a de prefixed, indicates that the family must 
have possessed property in the district. This is an entire 
hallucination. The Pipe rolls and Sheriffs' accounts of the 
mediaeval period are full of payments to workmen, who, in the 
absence of any other appellation, are called by the names of 
the places from which they severally came.

The names derived from occupations are very interesting, 
many of them relating to habits and customs long passed 
away. Take, for instance, the various trades counected with 
bows and arrows, once the national weapon of the English 
armies. We have specimens of each in our Liverpool Direc 
tory, but very oddly distributed in the proportion of numbers. 
Thus there are 2 Bowmakers, 8 Bowyers, 25 Bow/nans, 
9 Bendbows, 3 Bowrings, 20 Stringers, and 10 Stringfellows, 
probably the assistants to the stringers. In regard to the 
arrows, we have 139 Fletchers. This was the French name 
for arrow-maker, and was naturalised in England. There are 
14 Arroivsmiths, and 6 Tippers who finished the points. For 
the finished weapon, we have 1G Bowes, but only 1 Arrow, 
and that a lady; but there are 35 Arcliers of both sexes.* 
Surnames taken from ordinary trades are so common as not 
to need specifying. I will only refer to one or two. Smith 
is, as we all know, the most common, there being 1126 Smiths 
in the Liverpool Directory, the Joneses and Williamses only 
exceeding it in number; but we should be wrong if we sup 
posed that the term smith originally applied only to workers

* It may be interesting to mention, as shewing the importance of these 
trades in former times, that amongst the London incorporated companies still 
existing, there are the Bowyers, the Bowstring makers, and the Fletchers or 
arrow makers,
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in metal. Every trade which smites with the hammer was in 
our old Anglo-Saxon tongue called a smith. In the gospel 
of St. Mark, vi, 3, where our version has, " is not this the 
" carpenter" ? the A. S. version translates it, " nys thys se 
smith. '">

In like manner the handicraft of taylor which has become 
so coramon a surname, that there are 518 of that name in our 
Directory, was not confined, in the old French from which it is 
derived, to a maker of clothes, but was applied to all artisans 
using cutting instruments. A wood cutter was " tailleur de 
hois," a stone cutter " tailleur de pierre," a sculptor " tailleur 
d' images," and so on.

Another very common name is walker, there being in our 
Directory 312 of that family. This name has nothing to do 
with walking on foot. It is the old trade designation of the 
fuller, who thickened and finished woollen cloth ; and it is still 
preserved north of the Tweed.

Bows and arrows are not the only implements of war 
commemorated in surnames. We have in our Directory a 
very formidable array of warlike names. There are no fewer 
than 20 Cannons, 11 Gunns, 2 Swords and 1 Sheath, 8 
Spears, 1 Spearman, 3 Lances, 4 Daggers, 37 Edges but 
only 0 Blades, 2 Clubbs, 7 Darts, 1 Sling, and 4 Slingers. 
Of defensive arms we have 31 Shields, 1 Guard, 8 Bassnetts, 
17 Armours. For standards there are 23 Banners, and 8 
Bannermans. There are 3 C'axtles, 6 forts, imd 2 Garrisons, 
with 1 Drawbridge. There are only 3 Troops, but to com 
mand these we have 84 Marshall, 12 Majors, 31 Saraeants, 
but sooth to say only I Warrior, I Fightman, and 2 Leaders. 
We have on our hands 4 Warrs, 1 Battle, and 1 March, so 
that our military nomenclature is pretty complete.

From war and strife let us turn to dignities, of which we 
possess in Liverpool our fair share, having no fewer than 113 
Kings, but only 1 Queen, and 1 Kingdom. There are 25
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Princes, 45 Peers, 15 Dukes, 6 Marquises, 33 Earls, 23 
Barons, 23 ZVoJ/w, 16 Zorrfs, 52 Knights, 13 Lairds, and 8 
Squires. Of official titles there are 5 Sheriffs, 18 Ushers, 21 
Pages, 1 Provost, 16 Mayors, and 2 Councils, but only 80 
Burgesses, and 40 Freemans.

Of ecclesiastics we have 19 Popes, 29 Abbotts, 10 Priors, 
19 Monks, and 17 Fryers, 22 Bishops, but only 1 Bishopric, 
3 Archdeacons, (one of these keeps the "Angel "Public House), 
14 Priests, 13 Deacons, 5 Chaplains, 13 Vicars, 25 Parsons, 
with no fewer than 250 Clarks, 14 Devines, 1 Pastor, 1 
Prophet, 1 Saint, and 6 Angels, With all this array of 
spiritual dignities, lamentable to relate, we have in the 
Directory only 64 Christians, against 10 Pagans.

Of ecclesiastical foundations we have 24 Kirks, 9 Churches, 
but only 1 Churchyard, 8 Chapels, 1 Chantry, 1 Shrine, 2 
Abbeys, \ Friary, 13 Parsonages and 6 Monkhouses.

Of patriarchs we have Adams and .EVes, Cains and Abies, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses and Aaron, David and 
Absalom, the prophet Amos, and no fewer than 56 Daniels.

In the law, there are 1 Chancellor and 10 Judges. Though 
there are 32 Laws, there are only 2 Constables and 1 Gibbett; 
and lamentable to relate there are in the Directory 18 persons 
who call themselves Lawless.

A large number of surnames are derived from the land and 
its various concomitants. We have £Tt?fe and Dales and 
Dells, and Vales, and Meads and Meadows and Marshes, and 
Mounts and Mountains, and Fields and Fountains, Glens and 
Greenfields, Gardens and Orchards, Waterfalls and Drylands, 
Downes and Dingles, Caves and Rocks, Sands and Sandilands, 
Rivers and Brooks and Burns, Fords, Becks and Pooles; 
Pilts and Wells and Wellsprings and Lakes. We have 39 
Parks and 126 Parkers; Groves and Fenns, Appleyards and 
Applegarths, with Clays and Marls and Peats and Stones. 
There are 7 Highways, 19 Lanes, 9 Streets, with only 8
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Styles. We have 15 Farmers, and 146 Gardners, with 90 
Barnes, and only 3 Lands and 1 i4ere.

Trees and shrubs are well represented. We have 80 
Forrests and 80 F arresters, 7 Bowers, 18 Bushes, and 6 
Twiggs. There are ^sA, Beechj Birch, Oakes, Olive, Pyne, 
Spruce, Vines, Willows, Hawthorne, Holly, Myrtle, Thorn. 
Reeds and Rushes, Furze and Gorse abound, Nettles and 
Ferns are not wanting, Bracken and Broom are in sufficient 
force. But with all this supply from the vegetable world we 
have only 1 Tree, 7 Plants and 3 Leafs.

Flowers come in very gracefully. We have 42 Roset, 10 
Lillys, 1 Primrose, 2 Lavenders, 1 Lillywhite, 2 Blossoms, 
3 Bttdds, 17 Garlands, 12 /Stem's and 3 Spriggs.

Of fruits we have Almonds and Apples and Pears, Peaches, 
Oranges and Lemons, Plumbs, Raisins, Pines, Nulls and 
Rasberrys. Of vegetable*, there are Pease and Beans, Leeks 
and Garlick, and Onions. Of cereals we have Wheat, Oates, 
Rye, Rice and Barley.

Of food, there are Mutton, Ham, Bacon, Veal and <S«e«, 
(the latter appropriately borne by a butcher.) Pyt and 
Pottage, Salt, Pickles and <S/»ie*. There are 2 Feasts, 2 
Meals and 24 Heaps. There are /4/e p.nd #*« , Brandy and 
Ginn, Punch, Porter and PorJ, Goffey and Malt, and Sherry. 
To all this array there are only 7 Segars. There are 3 who 
call themselves Dry, 1 Drinkall and 9 Drinkwaters. There 
is 1 Disher, 1 Alefounder, 6 Sailers and 2 Maltmans.

The names derived from animals are very common, particu 
larly from birds, Eagle, Peacock, Partridge, Parrott, Owles, 
Nightingale, Rook, Gosling, Sparrow, Swallow, Falcon, &c. 
Amongst quadrupeds, Hind, Hart, Lyon, Lamb, Brock, Buck, 
Bull, Deer, Wolf, cdc. From fishes, Whale, Salmon, Herring, 
Sturgeon, Dolphin, Turtle, Whiting, Ray, dc.

No names are more amusing than those derived from indi 
vidual peculiarities, bodily or mental,   nicknames originally,
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which have been perpetuated in families. Take for instance 
bodily peculiarities. We have the following in our Directory, 
8 Bigg, 76 Little, and 22 Littler, 20 Small, 3 Small/nans, 
1 Smallpage; I'i Large; 35 Long and 20 Short, 8 Broad, 
6 Stout, 3 Thin, 6 Gaunt, Light, Lightbody, Liyhtfoot, 
Liffhtbound, Golightly; Weightman, Twentyman, Heavy, 
Heavyside, Sloman, Swift; 2 Round, 1 Squair, 1 Squarey, 
Fair, Fairbrolher, Fairbairn, Fairchild, Dark, Black, 
Blackie, Blackman, Blackmoore. Colours : White 230, Grey 
82, Brown 589, Buff 1, Pink 1, Reddish 4, Scarlett 2, #<kw> 
1, Green 27. Relating to strength, Armstrong 86, Strong 
24, Strongman I, Strongitharm 3, Sturdy 1, Ironside 1. 
As to the carriage and bearing, Stride 1, Spruce 7, Stumbles 
1 ; Hopper 3, Hopps 4, Crutch 1, Cruikshank 14, Panting 
8. As to the hair and beard, Silverlock 3, Blacklock 5, Beard 
8, Beardall 1.

Some of the mental peculiarities are very characteristic. 
We have in the Directory 8 that are Good, 1 Goodenough 
and 1 Toogood, 2 Goodfellows, 14 Goodmans, 2 Goodlasses, 
1 Goodchild and 1 Goodlad, 2 Goodsons and 1 Goodspted. 
On the contrary we have 3 Bores, 2 that are Da/if, 2 Doolittles,
1 F/a<, 1 Cheater, 1 Jl/aoW and 3 that are Madders. We 
have 4 that are (?ay and 1 Gayer, 4 Merry and 16 Moody,
2 Gentle and 6?£«£, I .KYwrf and 5 Kinder, 1 that is always 
Laffin, and 1 that is Canny, 1 Perfect, and 4 Petty, 10 50/d, 
22 Cowards, and 18 Cravens, 8 that are Crank, 11 that are 
Jo//y and 36 Hardy, 20 that are Bland, 5 Crokers, 86 that 
are CVos* and 2 Crossmans; 4 that are Frank, 1 Ernest, 
and 3 that are Faint. One /MS*, 1 Playfair, 1 Makepeace, 
8 -¥<?« £, 3 £/««/, 19 1%/A and 5 Bonny, 19 that are Bright, 
1 Brightman, 4 Eager and 2 (7o#, 8 that are F/ee/, 13 Quick, 
3 Ready, 18 Smart, 1 Speedy, \ Spry, 2 Handy. Two call 
themselves Loveday, 14 Lovelady and 1 Catchlove, 10 are 

tf, 1 is a Wiseheart, 2 are jSo^e and 3 are Sager, 9 Bulleys
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and 9 Cowies, 18 Brag/as and 4 Braggers. We have 3 Sweets 
and 9 Siceetmans, but 8 are Tartt, and one calls himsell 
Grunt. There are 6 that are Stern, 1 Vane, \ Twaddle, and 
1 Trull, 26 are Wild, 2 Wildbloods and 5 Wild/nans, 1 Loofy 
and 2 Sobbe. Two are Proudley and 7 Proudfoot. Sooth to say 
in this enlightened town we have 42 Savages ; but it is a satis 
faction to know that 8 others answer to the name of Trueman.

Abstract qualities are fairly represented. We have Joy and 
Love, and Grace and Friendship and Bliss and Fortune and 
Virtue and Verity. Wisdom and flo;>£ and fF«V/ and Worth 
 will be found in the Directory wherever else they may be 
lacking, Peace and Prudence, Reason, Meme.ry and Power 
are also there. Honour and ^ea^ and Riches and Healing 
are not absent, and Speed, Viggor and Motion lend their 
attractions. But there is a reverse side. There are displayed 
Kraft, Guile, Pride, Wrath, Fury, Pain, Tears, Dearness, 
Slaughter and Deathe.

Politically, there are in the Directory 1 Tory and 3 Wiggs, 
who are accompanied by 7 Cheers.

In regard to trading, we have 4 Byers and 13 Sellars, 12 
Sales, 1 Purchase and 5 Samples, 1 Looser, 4 Gayners and 4 
Gaines, 2 Proffitts and I Pullillank, 1 Richman, 4 /frc/i and 
3 Poore, and unfortunately to close the list we have 3 
Swindells. There are 86 Dunns and 12 that are Dunning, 
1 Dunwell and 1 Dunmore.

There are in the Directory 5 Bodys and 3 Souls, 3 Bogarts, 
4 Bogies and 1 Fairy; 5 Heads, 4 Pates, 1 AW*, 13 Tonges, 
\ Tooth, 1 Braines, 1 Breathing, 2 C/iinns, I Neck, 1 
Shoulder, 2 Wings, 23 Hands, 9 Horns, 1 Shinn, 9 Leggs, 
6 Foots, 4 Bloods, 6 Marrows, 7 Maws.

Of parts of a house we have 50 Chambers but only 2 
Rooms, 29 Garretls and 32 Kitchens, 1 Buttery, 2 Stone- 
houses and 15 Woodhouses, 2 Ballhouses, 1 Gatehouse, 8 
Lodges and 1 Porch, 9 Gates, 9 .KVy« and 12 Locks, 8 Hobbs
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and 2 Nobbs, 9 Hooks and 18 Boults, 6 Staples, 1 Ovens, 
2 Pailings, 1 Pannell, 1 Plank, I Beams, 5 Bries. There 
are also 50 Booths and 14 Towers, 22 Walls, 34 Bridges and 
I Stonebridge. There are 13 Tennants, 2 Towns and 17

Of household implements we have 8 Baths, 2 Basons, 4 
Boieles, 5 Canns, 1 5 Potts, 1 Pottinyer, \ Barrel, 2 Keygs, 
3 Tubbs, with 1 Tubman, 2 Basketts, 1 Flasket, 2 Sac/is, 
258 fieWs and 8 £<?tw* ; 1 CVz'ii, 1 Dresser, 1 Ma«, 5 
Glasses, 1 C/oc/c, 1 C'acWy, 1 JVeerfA?, 3 Toyes and 12 Too^s. 
Concerning fire there are 1 Furnace, 3 Braizers, 8 Brands, 
46 Coles, 1 Gathercole, 4 Cokes, \ Coker, 5 Gasses.

In metals we have GWrf, Silver, Brass, Brassey, Ironside, 
Steel, Tinne, Zink, Nikel, Leadbeater.

In money there are Monies, Varthing, Halfpenny, Penny, 
Moneypenny, Schilling, Tester, Pound, Stirling, Treasure, 
Fee.

In jewellery, 14 Diamonds, 1 Jasper, 1 Ring, 2 Gems, 1 
Pearl, 3 Itiorys.

Of the points of the compass, we have 4 .£««<, 44 W>s<, 
10 North, I Soz^A and 33 Southern.

Of the weather, there are 3 Fairweather, 2 /Zat'n and 1 
Rainbow, 7 Snow, 4 Snoivball, 24 Frost, 19 Gales, 1 Thunder, 
12 .F0#<7s, 2 Dews, 2 Dewfalls.

The Heavenly bodies are very meagrely represented hy 1 
Planet and 1 /Stor. We have no Sw», but make up the loss 
by having 19 Moons.

In Chronology we have 9 Springs, 15 Summers, 14 
Winters, and only 1 Fear. There are 3 Yules, 1 Easter, 
1 Pentecost, and 45 Afa^s. We have 6 PFeeA.9, 40 Days, 
4 Dottbledays, 4 Alldays, 2 Daileys, and 16 Holidays ; 14 
Morrows and 6 Noons. There are three persons bearing the 
name of Timewell, one of them very appropriately is a 
chronometer maker.
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In Medicine we have 1 Physick, 1 Pill, and 4 Salts, 54 
Leeches; and with all this array only 1 Moan and 1 Tomb.

There is in the whole Directory only a single man who 
calls himself Old, but there are 9 that are Elder, 119 who 
call themselves Young, and 5 who assert that they are Younger. 
In the whole town there are only 2 Younghusbands.

A number of names in our Directory are derived from games 
aud play Game, Gamble, Hazard, Luck, Luckie, Raffles, 
Trick, Winn, Winpenny, Winning, Jump, Leap, Trip, 
Trippett.

A few famous characters are commemorated amongst us. 
We have 1 Nestor and 5 Pindars, I Cromwell, 5 Miltons, 
7 Shakespeares, 6 Hamlets, 6 Macbeths, and 2 Tamberlaines.

From nautical terms we have Anchor 1, Ankers 12, Hull I 7, 
Galley 3, Pulley 2, Steer 4, Seaman 3, Mariner 2, F/oa/ 1, 
#Ws 3, F/oaw 1, A^a/7 1, F/ood 15, Eddy 1, /?w*e 1, 
Shore 22, Spray 2, Netts 1, Breezes 14, 3 Barges, 1 Barger, 
1 .BarA, 100 Barkers, 3 Barnacles.

Many of our names are derived from countries and nation 
alities, as the following, all taken from our Directory. England, 
English, France, French, Gaul, Norman, Scotland, Ireland, 
Irish, Wales, Welsh, Flanders, Fleming, German, Poland, 
Rome, Norway, Dutch.

Literature has supplied a few. Book, Bookcr, Read, 
Reader, Spellman, Tomes, Map, Penn, Story, Phibbs, 
Rhymes.

In music and instruments we have 2 Melodys and 3 Strains, 
79 Sharps and only 1 Flat, 1 Sing, 1 Singer and 3 Trebles, 
3 Organs, 1 Timbrell, 3 Fifes and I Drum, 7 Toners, 2 Dinns, 
8 Blowers, 17 Horners and 4 Hornblowers, 10 Fidlers, 
\ Fiddlin.

Of weights and measures there are 4 Scales and 1 Weights, 
73 Gallons, 21 Pecks, and 73 Gills, 1 Half yard, 1 
3 .Rcoaf*, 28 Furlongs, 13
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Of clothing we have 40 Coats and 1 Cloke, 1 Capp, 16 
Copes and 3 Capes, 14 Hoods and 1 Hoodlcss, 3 Mantles and 
2 Scarffs, 1 Tippett and 21 Tuckers, 5 CV^i and 2 Buttons, 
5 Hoses, 18 Boots, 32 Leathers, 1 Strap, 5 Buckles, 2 Pattens, 
1 Patch, 2 Patchings, 6 Raflys, 45 Webbs, 3 fPoo/s. We 
have various kinds of cloth Corderoy, Diaper, Lawn, Silk, 
Woolley, Kersey. There are Laces with Knotts and Stitches, 
1 Shears and 2 Satchells. There are any number of Taylors 
but only I Shears. There is a hairdresser with the appro 
priate name of Woolloxall.

Many names are derived from conditions and relations in 
life. We have 1 LaaW and 2(3 Manns, 4 Benedicts, '6 Bache 
lors, and only 2 Husbands, 5 Males and 1 Damsell, 1 Kins 
man and 5 Cousins, 7 Masters and 1 Prentice, 4 Dandys, 
5 .Dews and 9 Fellows, 4 Darlings and 4 Dears, 16 Seniors, 
12 Majors and 2 Minors, 4 Widdows. In the whole of 
Liverpool there is only 1 Bastard. There is 1 Prigg, but 
the ohristian name is not Betsey.

A few names are connected with horsemanship, We have
1 Horsey, 3 Horsmans, 1 Horstcell, 2 Rides and 4 Riders,
2 Trails, 7 Trotters and 1 Tratman, 1 Gallop, 7 Amblers,
3 Jehus, 2 Drivers, 1 Drover, 2 Osiers and 11 Grooms, 
I Mare, 1 Palfrey, 5 Palfreymans, 1 Stables, 1 Spurr, 
\ Goad, 5 Stirrups.

The connexion of names in partnerships is sometimes 
curious. We find in the Liverpool Directories of former 
years the firm of Peach and Cream solicitors, Bulley and 
/o6 merchants. Dodye and Wynne were highly respectable 
attorneys a few years since. Messrs. Mulock and Blood 
carried on business in Liverpool more than half a century ago. 
Mr. Mulock being rather a warm political partisan, his oppo 
nents altered the appellation to " Moloch and Blood." Three 
persons respectively named LocA, Smith, and .K"<?y belonged 
to an ironmonger's firm in Lord Street.
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I have now completed the task I set myself of analysing 
some of the most remarkable names in our Directory. Names 
have a history, but they must have also a future in store. 
All things appertaining to manners and habits are in a state 
of constant change, slowly it may be, but none the less surely. 
The tendency of appellations in modern times has been 
towards complication and redundance. The grand old Hebrew 
nnd Greek names were simple, single, and fraught with 
meaning. Benoni, son of my sorrow, Ichabod, the glory is 
departed, commemorate the anguish of domestic grief; whilst 
Barnabas, the son of consolation, Hananiah, the gift of the 
Lord, indicate the grateful welcome of a new addition to the 
family circle. In like manner in Greece, Pericles, far famed, 
Demosthenes, the strength of the people, Aristides, the son of 
the noble, expressed the feelings or aspirations of the parents. 
The Romans were the n'rst to introduce long and complicated 
names. In Caius Julius Ceesar Octavianus we have Julius, 
the nomen or family name, Caius the prcenomen or personal 
name, Cffisar the cot/nomen of the particular branch of the 
family, and Octavianus the agnomen which denoted a con 
nexion with the Octavii. After baptismal names were adopted 
by the Christians, patronymics and surnames gradually crept 
in, and wei'e adopted for family names as already described. 
For many ages people were content with a single baptismal 
name ; down to the end of the last century additional names 
were rare, except in the case of royal and other highly exalted 
personages; but of late years, two or three baptismal names 
have become the rule rather than the exception.

The changes in titles of address in the course of a few ages 
are singular and significant. We now designate the clergy 
by the title of Reverend, and a claim has ignorantly been set 
up that this is the exclusive privilege of the clergy of a 
particular church, whereas this title so applied can hardly be



30

traced further back than the beginning of the last century. 
In the loth and 16th centuries the parochial clergy had the 
title of Sir prefixed to their names; a memorable instance of 
which we find in " Sir Hugh Evans" in the " Merry Wives of 
Windsor." In the " Paston Letters" we find one dated A.D. 
1464, from the parson of the Parish to Agnes Paston, in 
which he signs his own name " Sir Robert Williamson," and 
addresses the lady in a title now reserved exclusively for 
bishops, " To my right reverend mistress." In the same 
collection we find commoners addressed by the titles " Right 
honourable and worshipful master." " Right worshipful 
husband" was the common written address of ladies to their 
spouses. " Esquire," which has now become the common 
appellation of every one wearing a decent coat, was then very 
rare, and only applied to landed gentry bearing coat armour. 
Esquires were frequently created as Knights now are, by royal 
letters patent. In 1461, a country gentleman is thus addressed 
by letter, " To myn ryght worchipffull cosyn John Paston the 
elder, Esquyer."

A story is related that a Spanish nobleman rejoicing in the 
multitude of sonorous titles peculiar to that country, when 
benighted in travelling, sent forward a servant to procure him 
a lodging. Having knocked at the door of a cottage, the 
inmate put his head out of the window, and inquired who was 
there. The reply was a request for a lodging for the Duke of 
Medina-Sidonia, the Marquis of Carabas, a Knight of the 
order of the Golden Fleece, and a score of other titles. The 
cottager replied that his tenement would not hold half the 
number of the grandees he supposed indicated by the enumer 
ation, and shut the window, leaving the possessor of so many 
titles to spend the night out in the cold.

It is said that the crowning grace of refinement and culti 
vation is simplicity. If this be so, it is not unlikely that
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there may be a reaction in this direction in the case of names 
and titles, of which there are even now some slight symptoms.

The Liverpool Directory contains a vast fund of information 
besides the mere list of names.

The maps which for many years have been published with 
every edition afford very valuable illustrations of the progress 
and extension of the town and docks. The particulars of the 
various institutions, mercantile, religious, charitable, and 
scientific, of the facilities for travelling and commerce, of 
the administration of the law and local affairs, present a 
wonderful panorama of an active, prosperous, self-regulating 
community. Into these it is impossible now to enter, but I 
will close with a slight reference to our churches and 
chapels.

The Directory of 1766 does not mention the places of 
worship, but there were actually at that time, the two Parish 
churches of St. Nicholas and St. Peter, and besides these, 
of the establishment, St. George's and St. Thomas's four in 
all. There were two Dissenting chapels, Key street and 
Benn's Garden, besides the ancient chapel in Toxteth park, 
one Baptist chapel in Byrom street, another in Everton, a 
Roman Catholic church in Lumber street, and a Jews' synagogue 
in Cumberland street in all ten places of worship. There 
are now within the Borough, of the Establishment 71 churches, 
Roman Catholic 19, Presbyterian 15, Methodists of various 
denominations 30, Baptists 10, Congregationalists II, Welsh 
of various denominations 14, Unitarians 4, other denominations 
11, in all 185, besides Preaching and Mission Rooms.

The population having increased in 110 years about twenty- 
fold, the number of churches and chapels, to be commensurate, 
should number 200, so that they somewhat fall short, though
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period.

I have to apologise for the somewhat rambling and discursive 
nature of this paper. The subject is one which rather disposes 
to gossip. If our excursus through the columns of the 
Liverpool Directory has contributed to the amusement of my 
readers, with ever so little modicum of information and 
instruction, I shall be amply rewarded for any research and 
labour the inquiry may have cost.


