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By William Beamont, Esq. 

(READ 24iH FEBRDABY, 1876.)

IN the possession of the writer of this note there is an 
account for one year, from Michaelmas, 4 6 Edward III, (1372,) 
to the same period in the year following, of the prepositus or 
reeve of Sir Henry de Grey, knight, lord of the manor of Eton, 
near Tarporley, whose family was afterwards ennobled by the 
title of Baron Grey of Rutbin. Eton seems formerly to have 
been inseparably associated with the adjoining manor of 
Rush ton, of which manor Stephen de Russeton, once high in 
authority in the county of Chester, was probably a native. In 
1264, when the preparations made to defend Chester against 
the barons were rendered unnecessary by the cession of the 
earldom of Chester to their leader, Simon de Montfort, and 
the conclusion by him of a treaty with the Welsh, Earl Ferrars 
took quiet possession of the city. On the 4th January follow 
ing (being the octave of the Holy Innocents), Henry de 
Montfort, the new earl's eldest son, received from the citizens, 
nobles, and free tenants of the earldom their homage and 
assurance of fealty; and on the eve of the Epiphany he met 
Llewellyn son of Griffin, and Griffin son of Madoc, atHawarden,



and, exchanging with them the kiss of peace, put a short atop 
to the war which for more than eight years had raged between 
Cheshire and Wales. He then appointed Lucas de Taney 
justiciary, and Stephen de Russeton to be the earl's deputy, 
and confirmed his adherent, Simon de Blanchminster, in the 
abbacy of St. Werburgh's.* The hall of Rushton seems to 
have early fallen into decay, for on 20th May, 20 Henry "VI 
(1442), William Troutbeck purchased from the Lord Grey of 
Ruthin " all the timbre of an old duff howse without the site 
" of the manor of Rushton and all the timbre of all the houses 
" withinne the said site, with the helyng of the said houses 
" and all the castyng stones under the said timbre and all the 
" chimneys of ston, goters ledde and all other things to the said 
" timbre p'teyninge, except the soile of the said site and the 
" brigge that is over the pele of the said site."t Rushton and 
Eton are again found united in a plea taken in a Cheshire assize 
in eyre in 14 Henry VII, when George Grey, Earl of Kent, 
the then lord of the manor of Rushton and Eton, claimed to 
punish in his manor court all offenders against the assize of 
bread and beer by amercing them three times, and for the 
fourth time setting offending bakers in the pillory, carting 
wrongful brewers in the tumbrel, and placing common scolds 
in the the-we or cucking stool.t Mr. Watson, in his History 
of the Earls of Warren and Surrey a beautiful early specimen 
of provincial typography, which issued from the Warrington 
press in 1772 by mistake calls Rushton and Eton "Bushton 
and Ayton.''§ Again, at a far later period Eton and Rushton, 
still united, occur as the scene of a skirmish in the time of the 
civil war. On June 9th, 1643, we are told, " the enemy 
" marched out of Chester, 6 companies of foot and three of 
" horse, and took Captain Clegg and all his troop of horse in

* Introduction to History of Cheshire, xxii. t Cheihire Records.
} (towel's Interpreter, sub voce " Then," and Harl M.S., 2116.

§ Vol. i, 218, and Hist Ches., iii, 385 in notii.
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" their quarters, hut they were all quickly rescued hy the Tarvin 
" forces, and in pursuit of the enemy in Eaton and Bushton 
" and about the forest they took two captains and other 
" officers and 210 common soldiers, and slew 12, with the loss 
" of 3 men. They also took one barrel and many bags of 
" powder, and 300 arms."*

Henry Carte, the reeve whose account is before us, has filled 
a long parchment roll with his year's proceedings. The 
account which is in crabbed Latin, is much contracted, ill 
written, and worse spelt. It is not, therefore, very easily read. 
In the account, which is curious for its glimpses of rural 
economy and the expenses of a great house in old times, the 
reeve under separate heads has entered the various items of 
his receipt and expenditure, occasionally referring to his 
vouchers or tallies for them. The sum of the items is set 
down in Roman numerals at the end, and the aggregate total is 
placed at the bottom, but as the different sums are not placed 
in columns immediately under each other, according to our 
present method, it must have been very difficult for the auditor, 
who appears to have gone carefully through the account, and 
to have checked, altered, and corrected it throughout, to test 
its accuracy by the ordinary mode of adding up its columns. 
As to who or what the reeve was who made this account, we 
may take from a contemporary poet n general description of 
such an officer, after which we shall give a few particulars 
extracted from his account.

The reeve was a slendre colerike man, 
Hia berd was shave as neighe as ever he cou, 
His here was hy his eres round yshorne. 
His top was docked like a preast beforne. 
Full longe were his legges, and ful lene, 
Tlike a staff, ther was no calf yseene. 
Wel coude he kepe a garner and a binne : 
Ther was no auditour coude on him winne. 
Wel wist he by the drought, and by the rain, 
The yelding of his seed and of his grain.

* BurghaU's Providence Improved, 
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His lordes sliepe, his nete, and his cleirie, 
His swine, his horse, his store, and his pultrie, 
Were holly in this reves governing, 
And by his covenant yave rechening, 
Sin that his lorde was twenty yere of age. 
Ther coude no man bring him in arerage, 
There nas bailiffe ne herde, ne other hine, 
That he ne knew his sleight and his covine. 
They were adradde of him as of the deth. 
His wonning was full fayre upon a heth, 
With grene tres yshadewed was his place. 
He ooude better than his lord pourchaso. 
Ful rich he was ystored privily. 
His lord wel coude he plesen subtilly. 
To yeve and lend him of his owen good, 
And have a thank, and yet a cote & hood. 
A long surcoat of perse upon he hade 
And by his side he bare a trusty blade.

(Prol. to The Canterb. Tales.)

Under the head of ISSUES OF THE MANOR, there occurs an 
entry of vijrf., de cor equino de mor. mart., meaning that so 
much was received for a hide stripped from the carcase of a 
horse which had died of the murrain.*

Of WOOL the greater part is mentioned to have been sold by 
the parson of Bletchley, near Fenny Stratford, who seems to 
have been a friend or an official, or both, of the lord of Eton.

Under the head of MARKETS, ten shillings are put down as 
received from Geoffrey at the hall, farmer of the market at 
Fenny Stratford, which seems to have been one of the lord's 
manors.

There is entered under the head of PASTURE FARM, a sum 
of xixs. vijrf., received for the agistment of the park between 
the festival of Holy Cross and the gule of August.

Under the FARM OF Cows, there is an entry of vs. (de 
Jirma x gallin p. an.), the farm of ten hens let for a year.

For CORN SOLD, there is an item of a quantity of wheat sold 
at iv*. x</. a quarter. Adam Smith gives us no return of the 
price of wheat in 1372; but in 1369, that is three years before, 
the price, he says, was xxivs. a quarter; and in 1379 it was

* Archaolog, Journal, 1858, p. 360.



only ivs. These fluctuations in old times were evidently very 
great, and must have caused much distress.

Under PERQUISITES OF COURTS, it is stated that three courts 
were held this year at Eton and two at Stratford, and that the 
first Eton court produced xlivs. xicf., and the first Stratford 
court xxxv*. vid.

Under the SALE OF WORK, fivepence halfpenny is mentioned 
to be received for work done by the saddler at Bletchley, two 
shillings and twopence for work done by John Chapman, the 
farmer at Waterfall, and two shillings for leading hay and corn 
for the Eton tenants.

OTHER SALES produced a sum of Ixii*. viirf. ob. The total 
sum received from all sources is put down atl/j. xii*. ob.quar.

After the receipts come the payments, which, like them, are 
entered under several heads, as 

COST OF PLOUGHS, under which we have four shillings or 
one penny per shoe entered for shoeing eight bullocks on all 
fours, and eight others on the two fore feet only. It does not 
appear how the shoes were put on whether by nailing them to 
the hoof, or only fastening them on the feet by twisting, as is 
still done in some parts of France.

Under COST OF WATNS, two pair of wheels bought at the 
fair are entered as having cost vis. \i\\d. Putting arms to the 
wain after it'had gone three times to London and Shirland (in 
Derbyshire) cost vid. ; the same sum also was paid for grease 
for the wains, and a skin of whit leather for the wain cost xvirf.

Under HORSE SHOEING there is a charge of vi*. for shoeing 
three cart horses for a year.

Four bushels of salt, expressly stated to be for the servants' 
pottage, are entered under the head of SMALL PAYMENTS, and 
put down as having cost iiis. ivd., or ten pence the bushel. 
This necessary of life is one of the articles which age has made 
cheaper. A ton of fine salt can now be manufactured and sold 
for six shillings. The expenses of the reeve, the park-keeper,
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and seven hired servants at Christmas were thirteen pence 
half-penny. Their offerings at the same season and at Easter 
are put down at ninepence, and candles at the Feast of the 
Purification cost half that sum. The lord of Eton coming to 
his house, a carpenter was employed to make tables, tressels, 
forms, and other things against his arrival, and was paid for 
it ii*. ivd., or at the rate of four pence a day. In a Norfolk 
house, as we learn from Harrold's Gleanings, a good sum of 
money was paid for repairing the forms broken at an interlude 
which was acted in the hall on the Sunday after twelfth day. 
It is to be presumed that the repair of the forms at Eton was 
not rendered necessary by any such revel there. The pre 
paration for their lord's arrival extended to other departments 
of the household, and a cooper was employed on the above 
occasion for four days at the same wages in making tubs, 
barrels, and other vessels for storing ale and salting venison. 
Cord for a fishing net cost viijrf. A roll of parchment for the 
court and for the reeve's account cost ija?. And a sling, such 
as that which is represented in the arms of the Leches of 
Garden, given in Ormerod's Cheshire, cost only a penny. The 
Eton sling was used to kill crows. Slings to drive away the 
birds from the corn at harvest time are still used in Egypt, 
and are very effective for the purpose by the cracking noise 
they make.

Under the head of EXPENSES FOR THE SHEEP, four flagons 
of tar are entered as costing ij*. viijrf., and four flagons of 
grease for mixing the same i\d. This mixture was for anoint 
ing the sheep ; and the same or one like it, and for the same 
purpose, was known to Virgil, whose receipt for it will be 
found in his Georgics (iii, 446).

They oint their naked limhs with mothered oil, 
Or from the fouuts where living sulphurs boil; 
They mix a medicine to anoint their limbs 
With soum that on the molten silver swims ; 
Fat pitch and black bitumen add to these, 
Besides the waxen labour of the bees.



This practice of anointing the sheep still prevail?, 
and an old farmer's description of it may be seen in Rural 
Economy of Yorkshire, a work published by the Surte«s 
Society.

The next payment which occurs in the Reeve's account, 
under the head EXPENSES FOR SHEEP, is curious. For 63 
sheep folded on the lord's land to manure it, a penny per head 
was paid to their owner. No such payment would be heard 
of in modern farming, though some of the early and very 
sanguine promoters of railways, before the first line was opened, 
used to contend that cattle might be carried from place to 
place, for the ordure they would make on the way.

Under the head REPAIRS OF BUILDINGS, 400 bundles (clams) 
of laths for lathing the Great Grange were purchased at the 
cost of viiirf.; and Adam Hulmore repairing the granary one 
day was paid for his labour ivrf., and for four bushels of lime 
the same sum. The Great Grange must have been a timber 
building, resembling a Dutch barn.

Amongst the STOCK BOUGHT were 24 pullets to be fed up 
for capons, which were purchased for \\d.

Under the head of CORN OF VARIOUS KINDS, four pence a 
quarter is entered as paid for grinding 43 quarters and one 
bushel of wheat, 20 quarters and seven bushels of peas and 
beans, and 95 quarters of draget. This last grain, called also 
dreg, was sometimes mixed with rye to form mestilio or meslin. 
Old Tusser, who treats of it, gives this advice as to the sowing 
of it: 

Sow barley and dreg with a plentiful baud, 
Lest weed, stead of seed, overgroweth tliy land.

and in another place he shows that it was malted like barley  

Thy dreg and thy barley go thrash out to malt.

Under the head HARROWING AND SOWING, there is an entry 
of xviiirf., given as a medeschepe, a word which occurs in some
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pleadings of the time of Edward I, and which Mr. Hampson 
says was a supper given to the labourers at Harvest Home, and 
which was so called because mead was usually drunk at it;* 
but the name was more probably given it to distinguish it 
from boon work, that being supposed to be rendered without 
reward, while this was done for meed. It was for a service 
the exact opposite to this that Orlando so passionately com 
mended old Adam 

0 good old man ! how well in thee appears 
The constant service of the antique world, 
When service sweat for duty, not for meed !

If our conjecture as to the origin of the word is right, then 
medeschepc is derived from " meed," a reward, and " ceapan," 
to buy.

The next entry of AUTUMN CHARGES gives us a glimpse of 
some other customs now also obsolete. On seventy neighbours 
employed in mowing the lord's wheat at a Love lone, there 
was expended iv*. \\id. in ale, which sum bought fifty-five 
lagenas, or flagons, of that liquor. If the lagena was a bottle, 
the ale was a penny a quart; if it was a pottle, the price would 
be a half-penny ; but if, as is more probable, the lagena con 
tained a gallon, then the price would be only half a farthing 
the pint.f On these same neighbours there was also expended 
at the Love bone fifteen pence in cheese, and they had also 
one quarter of bull beef, two sheep, and bread from the hall, 
ad libitum (as we suppose). A Love bone speaks it own origin: 
it is boon service rendered for love. John Lovebone was vicar 
of Wadebridge in Devonshire in the fifteenth century, and the 

. frequent occurrence of this name seems to show that the Love 
bone in old times prevailed very extensively. Under such 
circumstances it is singular that the word is not found in our

  Hampson'a Medii. jEvi Calendarium, ii., 268 ; Cowel's Interpreter;
and Jacob's Dictionary. 

t Journal of the Archaolog. lust., 1862, p. 854.
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archaic dictionaries. But Piers Plowman evidently had it in 
his mind when he makes his auditor say 

I kan holde love days and here a reeve's rekenyng, 
And in canon nor in decretals I ken noght rede a lyne.

Boons which were at first a favour, in process of time grew 
to be accounted a right and were required accordingly. On 
sixty-four tenants coming, according to custom, at the Bederepe, 
to help the lord at shearing time, 42 flagons of ale, of the same 
quality and price as before, were expended. This allowance 
was less liberal than that mentioned before, because these 
were the lord's tenants, and not mere neighbours. But the 
tenants had three-quarters of bull beef which gave each of them 
a cut worth a penny; and they had 1C pennyworth of cheese, 
of which each had a slice worth one farthing ; and they had 
bread from the hall as before. In Stoneleigh the lower tenants 
paid a common fine, and at the general reap in harvest, called 
a Bederepe, the sokmen, with their tenants, were summoned 
to reap the lord's corn ; the sokmen to ride up and down on 
horseback, with wands, to see that they worked well, and to 
take notice of, and amerce in the lord's court, those who either 
made default or laboured idly.*

The Bederepe is another custom which, since the reeve of 
Eton wrote his account, has fallen into such disuse that even 
its name is forgotten. It is mentioned, however, among the 
Cheshire customs in the Domesday Survey, and in Duncange, 
the Surtees' Boldon Book, and Hampson's Medii Mvi Calen- 
darium, under the words Precatio and Bederepe. A story is 
told of a humourist who, having a field of rye to cut, drew 
and sent round to his friends a sketch of a death's head and 
cross-bones: a memento mart, which, knowing the man, they 
understood to mean, " Send me men to mow rye," and the 
men were sent accordingly. So the Bederepe was like the

  Forest of Arden, p. 25.
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American custom called a Bee, where, when a settler wants 
help, the whole neighbourhood at his first bidding comes to 
him to give him aid, and so the Bederepe explains itself. It 
means the tenants' attendance to reap at the prayer or bidding 
of their lord. There was also paid to 145 labourers, mowing 
the lord's land, 48 shillings, or about a groat a piece.

Three pairs of gloves which were bought for some of the 
servants in autumn, cost sixpence, or twopence the pair.

Under the head of the EEEVE'S WAGES, Master Henry 
Carte, whose stated hire was a penny a day, received this year 
no more than twenty-three shillings and sixpence, because 
from St. Mary Magdalen's day to Christmas he had his table 
in the hall, and for that time, which was eleven weeks, his pay 
was stopped. The reeve does not seem to have been very 
liberally treated.

Under the head of SERVANTS' WAGES no money is entered 
as paid, but it is stated that each servaut, by which is meant a 
servant in husbandry (for the wages of the domestic servants 
have been mentioned before), took half an acre of wheat and 
half an acre of oats in autumn in lieu of his year's wages. 
Produce was then more plentiful than money. A century and 
a half later, the historian of Whalley informs us that the wages 
of servants in husbandry were for men xvis. viiirf. a year, and 
for women xs. In some places, ns at Rieton, in the Forest of 
Arden, some of the labour in husbandry was done by the 
small tenants, who paid a certain portion of their rent in 
money, and rendered service for the remainder, ploughing one 
day each in winter and one day in lent, and mowing, raking, 
making hay, carrying corn, and gathering nuts at another 
time.*

The SENESCHAL'S WAGES are entered separately under that 
head, and John Garner, who filled the office, over and above

* Forest of Arden, p. 24.
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his yearly salary of xl*. was allowed three shillings and two 
pence for each of the two courts he had held during the year. 
The holding of the courts and the payments for them are 
vouched by the parson of Bletchley.

A sum of twenty-six shillings was paid this year for the 
LORD'S EXPENSES on his visits to Eton, and the payment is 
vouched by a sealed tally.

Under the head of EXTRA EXPENSES, Thomas Kat is put 
down as receding twelve pence for carrying a letter to the 
lord at Wilton, in Herefordshire, which is nominally about 
the same sum as the postage of a letter from London into 
Lancashire before the introduction of the new system, but a 
shilling was of far more value in Thomas Kat's time, and yet 
he must have been but poorly paid for carrying a letter so far. 
Letter-carrying, however, does not seem to have been an over 
paid service in old times. William, the messenger of Edward 
I, who carried that monarch's letter from llhudlan to London 
in 1281, only received a shilling for his pains, although the 
letter was a royal one, and he a king's messenger.* Thomas 
Kat made many other journeys on similar errands for the lord 
of Eton to Shirlaud, Caulesand, and other places, the happy 
invention of the post office being then unknown.

The wages and expenses of John Mey, going with a wain, 
two drivers, and nine horses in July to Shirland, to bring men 
and victuals to Eton before the lord's coming there cost ixs. ixrf. 
Shirland, where the De Greys had a seat, and where some 
ancient monuments of the family still remain, was near 
Alfreton in Derbyshire. The wages of Henry Taylor, with 
the aforesaid wain, drivers, and horses, going to London 
to fetch wine before the lord's arrival, were viis. xirf. The 
expenses of Reginald de Grey, a member of the lord's family, 
as vouched by a tally, were ii#. vi^rf.

The expenses of Geoffrey de Grey, probably son or grand-

' Bitt. Chet., fret,, xxxii.
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son of the Lord Henry de Grey, amounted to xvs. viiirf., and 
were vouched by two tallies. The wages and expenses of 
Eobert Taylor going into Essex to prepare my lord's houses 
and things for his and my lady's reception were xx*. John 
Long, for fetching my lady's saddle from London and taking 
it to Shirland for her use, was paid is. \id. each way. One 
hundred and eight men, who were employed four clays in 
enclosing and fencing some land called Wrytele, received for 
the first day iit. Hid. in ale, and two shillings in butchers' 
meat; for the second day is. vid. in ale, viirf. in butchers' 
meat, and Hid. in cheese. They had their bread all along from 
the hall ; and the whole is vouched by the same John Mey, 
who has been mentioned before, and who is subsequently 
called the bailiff, and who in that character renders a minute 
account of the issues of the grange, showing how all the lands 
were sown, what crops were reaped, and how they were 
disposed of.

The whole sum which the reeve received £ s. d. 
was..... .. ................................. 50 12 Of

And the total sum which he paid was...... 36 8 2£
Reginald de Grey, who has been mentioned in the account, 

was probably the grandson of Lord Henry de Grey, the Lord 
of Eton, nnd the plaintiff in the celebrated case of chivalry 
with Sir Edward Hastings, respecting the bearing of the 
unabated coat of that family, which was tried in the Court of 
Chivalry, and in which sentence was given in his favour in 
11 Henry IV, when Sir Edward was ordered to pay all the 
costs, and to forbear using the disputed coat at any time 
thereafter.* He was probably also the same Reginald de 
Grey so well known in the wars of those times, and who, 
besides serving in the public wars of his day, contrived to 
engage in a little war on his own private account with the 
celebrated chieftain, Owen Glendower. In this private war he

* Sitt. Chei., ii, 121.
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had the misfortune to be worsted, and taken prisoner by 
Glendower, who fixed his ransom at 12,000 marks, which 
shows either his reputed riches or the great value set upon 
him, or both. About the year 1402, while he was still in the 
hands of Glendower, the king, anxious to secure Euthyn 
Castle from falling,- like its master, into Glendower's hands, 
where it would have been a dangerous possession, wrote a 
letter, which is still to be seen in the Cheshire records, and in 
which he commanded his Chamberlain of Chester, the Bishop 
of St. Asaph, his constable of Chester Castle, and the rest of 
his officers there, to send to the Castle of Ruthyn a sufficient 
number of men at arms to aid the constable of Ruthyn Castle 
in defending it, the Lord de Grey of Ruthyn having been 
made prisoner, and his troops discomfited in the inroad of 
Owen Glendower. " Lettre du roy au rev rent fere en Dieu 
" evesque de Seint Asaph, Chamb'lein et au conestable et as 
" autres ojficiers du chastel de Chestre, d'envoier devers le 
" chastel de Ruthyn un suffisant nombre des gentz four 
" doner aide au conestable du dit chattel apres que le Sire 
" de Grey de Euthyn fut pris deins I' invasion de Oweyn 
" Glendowry et des gentz discomjitz."

In a posthumous dramatic poem by the late lamented Dr. 
Rowland Williams, where his countryman Glendower is shown 
not to have been a conspirator with Hotspur, nor to have 
deserted him at Shrewsbury, and has made the Welsh chieftain, 
who for 15 years defied the power of England, a patriot hero, 
and placed him in a light far different from the old chroniclers, 
De Grey, when made prisoner, is represented as asking his 
captor his fate, and the chieftian as answering 

I hold your Lordship's life too precious far 
To waste with murderous prodigality. 
Keep it, my lord, to serve what side you will, 
And for some passing service to our cause, 
We cannot feast you with such lordly pomp 
As when you graced the royal coronation, 
Receiving for your office damask payment;

f
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But in our hunger-stricken hills, with us 
Poor pensioners of nature's sterner mood, 
My lord will please a season to abide, 
Until his ransom fit his dignity.

Although the lord of Etou lived within his means, and his 
income, as we have seen, exceeded his expenditure, the 
surplus was but small, and it would have been long before it 
had amounted to twelve thousand marks, especially at a time 
when banks were unknown, and there were no such invest 
ments as in these days make capital swell and increase to 
large proportions. The king, who felt the hardship of his 
soldier-servant's case, sent an ambassador to negotiate for his 
release, who, having stated his errand, has, according to the 
poet, this answer from Glendower : 

We know his grace of Lancaster's good will;
And for his ravage of our territory,
As well as older outrage from De Grey,
We might exact some debt; but since our mind
Was never bent on bloodshed, and my lord
Is weary of our hospitality,

We will release him for ten thousand marks. 
His lordship best can judge, if life and air 
Are worth to him so much, we rate his worth 
Too highly far for any meaner price ; 
And for our personal right we stipulate 
He shall be bound nor to invade our land, 
Nor any wise molest our tenantry; 
But in all loyal peace and harmony 
Dwell as our people dwell, respecting laws 
And customs by our princely will maintained !

Collins, in his peerage (under the earldom of Stamford), 
gives a somewhat different account from ours of the De Grey 
pedigree ; but we incline to the opinion that Reginald De 
Grey, the prisoner of Glendower, was the grandson of the 
Lord Henry De Grey, and the person of his name who occurs 
in the Reeve's account.


