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2. The portion of the Domesday Book, in fac-simile, relating to 
Lancashire and Cheshire; and also the expansion and transla 
tion of it by William Beamont, Esq., Vice-1'resident of this 
Society.

The following papers were then read : 

I. 

ON THE WALINTUNE OF DOMESDAY BOOK.

IA FRAGMENT.)

By the late John Robson, Esq., M.D.

The difficulties connected with the interpreting of Domesday Book 
have not been much lessened, or at any rate the interpretation has not 
progressed much, since the publication of the_/ae simile, at least in the 
part more immediately connected with South Lancashire. In this part 
of the county six hundreds or manors, comprising the lands between 
Ribble and Mersey, are surveyed with more or less minuteness; but 
little lias been done to make the surveys more intelligible. It has long 
been the custom for one writer to copy from another, and a good 
allowance of guess-work has served to supply other deficiencies. One 
of the first difficulties in the enquiry is the fact that none of the six 
hundreds have boundaries assigned to them, and except tbe Derby 
hundred very few particulars are given of the different towns or vills. 
The hundreds are Derbie, Newetun, Walintuue, Blackburne, Salford, 
and Lailand hundreds. They are all called indifferently hundreds or 
manors; all before the Conquest were held bv King Edward; and each 
seems to have had a royal residence or manor house, but to have been 
nothing more than a common village. The Derby hundred appears to 
have been pretty fully surveyed and described, and I think we may 
conclude safely enough that it included all the townships and hamlets 
now connected with that hundred. Newton and Warrington hundreds 
have not a name in either of them, and their boundaries are pretty 
accurately defined by the parishes. It seems quite natural to suppose 
that the large parish of Prescot, and the smaller one of Hale, should 
rather be included in the Warrington hundred ; what led to the incor 
poration of.Prescot with Derby by topographical writers it is not easy 
to see.

It is now many years since I had the honour of reading a paper 
before the Historic Society, which was printed in Volume IV of the 
Transactions, page 202, in which I expressed my belief that there were 
two churches in the Newton hundred, and this opinion seems to be now
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very generally adopted. At a later period an article of mine was pub 
lished iu the Gentleman's Magazine (vol ccxiii, p. 612), in which it was 
first shewn that the difficulties connected with Frodsham and Overtoil 
might be very satisfactorily explained, and this explanation has also 
been very generally adopted. I shall now attempt to explain the puzzle 
of the hundred and manor of Warrington, but it must be borne in mind 
that, where there are no boundaries assigned to these six hundreds or 
manors of South Lancashire, the enquiry is not so strictly defined as 
might be wished. I should at once confine the hundred of Derby to 
the manors and tills described iu it; this excludes the large piirish of 
Prescot.

It has already been stated that all these hundreds were held by 
King Edward, who appears to have had a residence in each of them. 
The residence in Walintune hundred was undoubtedly at the Mote Hill, 
near the Church, now the site of the School for Clergy-Daughters in the 
diocese of Chester, and the manor included the church, the site of the 
royal residence, Howley, Church Street, School Lane, and an uncertain 
portion of Manchester Lane. It seems that the head of a hundred was 
seldom an important place, but what led to its selection is not very 
likely to be discovered at the present day. Warrington, the market 
town was already in existence, and an independent manor. As to when 
the county of Lancaster was formed we have no knowledge, the honour 
or earldom dates from the beginning of the thirteenth century, but the 
county was undoubtedly formed at an earlier period ; and in the century 
succeeding Domesday Book great changes took place in territorial 
matters. Places in Lancashire and Cheshire that were then at the head 
of a hundred, lost all their importance, and are absolutely incapable of 
being identified at the present time. Meetings were no longer held 
at the Mote Hill, it was no longer the residence of the king in his 
progresses, and the manor merged in the neighbouring township of 
Warrington. This is abundantly proved by various documents which 
are still in existence. We have the hooks of the Court Leet recording 
its proceedings from the time of James I. At an annual meeting, when 
officers were appointed, we find that the Court Leet nominated one set 
of officers for Warrington, and another for the district of Church Street, 
representing the ancient Walintune, and shewing that it was under 
another jurisdiction. The inhabitants of Church Street also assumed 
certain rights which were not considered available to the rest of the 
towns-people. Amongst these was the singular privilege of having the 
passing bell tolled at the death of any of them. Church Street Fair,



for two clays at Whitsuntide, is undoubtedly another. One change, 
however, which took place sometime in the twelfth century, the loss of 
the royal prestige, and the cessation of the shire motes, seem to have 
completely upset whatever distinction had previously belonged to 
Walintune, and the market town took its natural position as the 
original head of the parish of Warringtou.

We are told in Domesday that King Edward held Walintune with 
three borewicks ; in Newton hundred, we are told that fifteen men called 
drenchs held the land for fifteen manors, which were borewicks of this 
manor. There were borewicks also in the other manors. What con 
stituted the boreu'ie/ts has not been clearly made out.

In Walintune, pertaining to the manor itself, were thirty-four dreitghs, 
and they had the same number of manors, in which were forty-two 
carucates of land, and one hide and a half. Saint Elfin held one carncatt. 
of land, quit of all customs, except gold. The whole manor with the 
hundred paid to the king in farm rent fifteen pounds, less two shillings. 
There are now in demesne two ploughs, and eight men with one plough. 
Oue of the great difficulties experienced by all enquirers has been the 
difference between caruca and camcata; one meaning a plough, and 
the other a ploughland. The mode of getting over this difficulty in the 
late publication of the Extension and Translation of the Domesday 
Book relating to Cheshire and Lancashire is very simple ; but unfor 
tunately, instead of clearing up the difficulty, it makes things still darker. 
It was simply to fill up the contractions with the word camcata, which 
is evidently wrong in a great number of cases.

These men hold land there :   Hogerus one carucate of land, Titbaldus 
one carucate aud a half, Warinus one carucate, Radulphus five carucates, 
Willielmus two hides and four carucates of land, Adelaedus one hide 
and half a carucate, Osrnundus one carucate of land. The whole is 
worth four pounds ten shillings. The demesne is worth three pounds 
ten shillings.

In the six hundreds already mentioned there are one hundred four 
score and eight manors, in which there are fourscore taxable hides (less 
one) subject to gold. In the time of King Edward they were worth one 
hundred and forty-five pounds two shillings and twopence When 
Roger of Poiclou received it of the king it was worth one hundred and 
twenty pounds. The king holds it at present, and has in demesne 
twelve ploughs, and there are nine knights or soldiers holding the fee. 
Amongst them aud their men are one hundred and fifteen ploughs and 
three oxen. The demesne which Roger held is valued at twenty-three
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pounds ten shillings. What he gave to the knights imilites) is valued 
at twenty pounds eleven shillings.

Several things in this description of the Derby hundred are worth 
notice. Whilst we find on the one side a tenant holding several manors 
or rWs, on the other, two or three or more tenants holding one vill for 
so many manors; and these tenants are qualified as thanes, sometimes as 
milites. In Newton and Walintune, they are called drenches in the former, 
and drenghes in the latter. These are said to have been military tenures, 
but there is no certainty of the peculiar conditions under which the 
manors were held. It will be observed that the church was situated in 
the Walintune manor, and the carucate of land which belonged to it 
was part of the manor. It seems that in the other hundreds Roger of 
Poictou had given his men portions of land, of which there is no 
specification. There are more names, and very often the same names, 
and it is doubtful whether they do not often refer to different people. 
In Derby hundred we find Goisfridus, Rogerus, Willelmus, Warinus, 
Goisfridus again, Titbaldus, Rohertus, and Gislibortus. In Walintune 
hundred we have Roger, Titbald, Warin, Radulf, William, Adelaid, and 
Osmund.

In West Derby hundred there were forty-six villani, one radman, and 
sixty-two bordarii, two serfs, and three servant-maids. In Newton 
hundred, as we have already stated, there were two churches and 
fifteen drenches who had fifteen manors. There are now six drenches 
and twelve villani and four bordarii, who have nine ploughs amongst 
them.

If.

NOTES ON A RECORD OK THE HUNDRED COURT 
OF WIRRALL.

By the Rev. Ctinon Hume, D.O.L.

I find in my possession an old document, written on three sheets of 
foolscap ; but how I got it, or how long I have had it, I do not know. 
It is interesting for more reasons than one ; but the importance which I 
attach to it has reference mainly to the Surnames of the people.

In a district which lias formed the highway to Ireland from all parts 
of England, one would expect to find surnames a good deal mixed up ; 
and yet the process must have increased greatly in the course of a 
hundred and thirty years. Until the railway swept round recently to 
the shores of the Dee, we were accustomed to regard some of the town 
ships in the adjoining hundred of \Virrall a.s practically very far away,


