
PROCEEDINGS,
TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION, 1874-75.

ANNUAL GENEEAL MEETING, 

Royal Institution, Colquitt Street, Licerpool, October 19//I, 1874.

THE REV. CANON HUME, D.C.L., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

The SECRETARY read the following

REPORT.
The retiring Council in resigning their trust, at the close of another 

Session, have the gratification of stating, that the past hab been one of 
more than average success, as compared with those of recent years. 
'J'he literary investigiitions have been fairly sustained, while the business 
of the Society, as well as its property, finances, and publications, has 
been put into an improved condition.

The annual volume has been produced, as it should always be, within 
the year to which it refers, and with the exception of a few, who are 
somewhat difficult of access, every Member who is entitled to receive it 
has it in his hands already.

An addition to the Society's publications has been made in the shape 
of an Index to the first twenty-four volumes constituting the first and 
second series; and it lias already been found useful by those who desire 
to know where literary materials of a certain kind niay be found. It 
lias been presented to the Members of the Society by the President, 
who compiled it, and a supply lias been handed to the Librarian for the 
use of future members who may become connected with the Society. 
The Council believe that this Index will be of great value to the Mem 
bers and others in their researches, and to those who wish to procure 
certain volumes of the Transactions; and they beg to tender their 
thanks to Canon Hume for his ability and labour in compiling it, and 
for the liberal manner in which he has placed it at the Society's disposal.

The Assistant Secretary, Charles Dyall, Esq., has expressed a wish to 
retire from the duties of his office, which lie has performed for seven 
years. The Council, in accepting his resignation, beg to express their 
high sense of his ability and urbanity, and of his sincere desire to 
oblige and accommodate every member of the Society.

A further effort has been made' to reduce the amount of arrears due 
by Members to the Treasurer, and the Council have confidence that the 
means which have been adopted, or which may be employed, will have 
thii effect of causing almost their entire disappearance.
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The stock and property generally have been examined with unusual
care; and lists ol' it have been prepared under the superintendence of 
the officers, to whom respectively the various portions of it are entrusted.

During the last few years the Society's Library has become very 
much enlarged, though their little Museum has been to a great extent 
stationary. The hooks have been placed in thorough order, and 
numerous volumes have been bound ; yet the collection is only partially 
available, as the Catalogue, which was printed in 1857, DOW contains 
little .more than one-third of the entries. Arrangements have been 
made for the immediate printing of a new and enlarged Catalogue, 
and the Council have reason to believe that it will be a present to the 
Members from another warm friend of the Society, who has already 
placed the Members under numerous obligations.

For several years past there has not been so good a promise of papers 
as at present, nor so many applications for enrolment as Members: so 
that a Session of improved spirit and increased usefulness may be 
expected. It will probably be found necessary to explain the law 
respecting "Resident and Non-resident Members, in order to remove, as 
well as to prevent, misunderstandings; and the list of Societies pro 
fessing to reciprocate Transactions and other publications should be 
revised.

The Balloting Lists have been made out in accordance with the Laws, 
and have been forwarded to the various Members of the Society.

It was moved by Mr. JOSEPH BOULT, seconded by Mr. TOWSON, and 
resolved, That the Report now read be adopted and printed in the 
Proceedings of the Society for the ensuing Session.

A ballot was then taken for the election of Council and Officers, the 
result of which is shewn on page iv.

The following is the Balance Sheet for the past Session : 

THE HISTORIC SOCIETY OF LANCASHIRE AND CHKSHIIIK in Account u-itit 
JOHN G. JACOB, Treasurer.

BECEI 
1874.

  27    i

/

PTS. 
£ S. d. 

......... 20 8 0

i advance 10 l'> 0

£150 18 6

PAYMENTS. 
1874-Oot 17.

Royal Insurance Company . .

Mr. Dyall .......... .......
Mr. Worrall. Engraving Platf- 
Alterations lloyal In.-titution 
Mr. Brakell, Printing Volume 
Posting and Distributing Vol., 

Hume ........... ......

£

... 0

... 13

... 1

... 25
s .. 2 

.. 2 

.. 4» 
Dr.

£150

8. (1.

10 0

1,1 ft

10 U 
 2 0 

14 9

17  >

18 6

K. & O'. K.   Audited, March 18th, 1875,
FRANCIS JAMES BAII.KY.
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November 12th, 1874, 

REV. CANON HUME, D.C.L., President, in the Cliair.

W. B. Ackerley, Esq., 0, Bichmond Terrace, was duly elected a Mem 
ber of the Society.

James Dixon, Esq., presented a series of sixty Heads of Tobacco 
Pipes, of the 17th century make, found on a portion of the camping 
ground of the Parliamentary forces during the second siege of Litthom 
House, to the eastward of Ormskirk Church. Of these, fourteen hear 
the stamped marks of their makers. Mr. Dixon suggests that there 
may have been a local pipe manufactory »hero in the 17th and 18th 
centuries.

The following articles were exhibited : 

By Mr. W. T. Watkin.
A large alms dish of brass, bearing in the centre, in relief, the 

usual representation of the Temptation. There were traces of 
an inscription, which had been obliterated.

By Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith.
1. A coloured engraving by Wells, of a painting by Freebairn, 

representing part of the great gateway (built by John of Gaunt), 
of Lancaster Castle, and its surroundings, as they appeared at 
the close of the last century.

2. A devil charm, or amulet of green jade, formerly worn by a 
New Zealand Chief; with a portion of his zanberflotte or flute, 
made from one of the bones of his chief enemy. Objects of 
this kind have now become very rare, and the manufaciure of 
them has almost or altogether ceased.

3. Water-colour drawings of the old lighthouse at Bidston, 
erected in 177! ; and of the old tower of Wallasea Church.

By Mr. J. R. Hughes.
The reprint of the Times newspaper, of 7 th November, 1H05, con 

taining ihe official despatches respecting the death of Nelson 
at Trafalgar, on October 21st.

By Mr. Richards.
Several English silver coins, of the reigns of Elizabeth and 

William III.
By Mr. C. Potter.

A very curious digging-fork of solid oak. It had been found on 
the sea shore at Meols, Cheshire. The central prong was 
perfect, but the two outside ones had been broken off. There 
was a short cross bar at the top for the hand, resembling what 
is known as the head of a spade shaft.

By the Rev. Dr. Hume.
1. A " leathern bottel," supposed to be of the beginning of the 

16th century. A copy of the old English song was inside of 
it, the burden of which is 

" Oh ! I wish hia soul in Heaven may dwell, 
Who first invented the leathern bottel."
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2. A gold ring from near Accra, on the West coast of Africa, of 
native manufacture, having the signs of the Zodiac displayed 
on the outside of the hoop. Objects of this kind are com 
paratively common.

By Mr. T. J. Moore (Derby Museum.)
A copy of the Sun newspaper, of January llth, 1703, (No. 80.) 

It was found in the cabin of the steamer " Compeer" in 1872, 
at a depth of fifteen fathoms, nine months after she had been 
wrecked, by Mr. Geo. Fletcher, professional diver, of this town.

By Mr. Thomas Gibson, sen.
A cannon ball, found off the coast of the Isle of Wight. The 

populace believe it to be a relic of the Spanish Armada.
Dr. Millen Couglitrey, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in the 

University of Uunedin, Province of Otago, New Zealand, on the 
invitation of the President, exhibited and described several articles of 
archaeological interest found by him in New Zealand. He also showed, 
by drawings and oral description, the mode of manufacturing and 
lashing fish-hooks, the way in which holes are drilled in the largo stone 
axes, &c.

The President mentioned an interesting discovery of relics in the 
churchyard of Neston, of which he hoped a complete account would be 
given in the course of the present session.

The following Paper was read : 

RCHAT, LIFE AND MANNERS IN THE NEIOHBOURHOOD OF BIDSTONE AND 
UPTON, A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, by the Rev. Oiinnn Hnwe, D.G.L., 
President/''

November 2(>th, 1874. 

THOMAS DAWSON, Esq., M.R.C.S., in the Chair.

The following ohjects were exhibited : 

By Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith.
A large malleus, combining the edge of an axe with the head of 

a sledge hammer in one instrument. This interesting object, 
one of the finest stone weapons which has been discovered in 
this neighbourhood for many years, was found at Liscard, in 
February last, 4i feet below the surface, and :> feet deep in the 
solid clay.f

By Mr. Benas.
A new Japanese coin of silver, bearing the inscription " one yen," 

(i.e. one dollar.) It has been struck off in the present year, 
and shews a very rapid advance in the style of coinage intro 
duced recently, upon that of the square and oblong pieces 
previously in use.

* Transactions, p. 131. + Transactions, p. 85, &c.

..
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The following Paper was then read : 

NOTES ON THK CENSUS OF THE DKAF AND DUMB IN 1M1, lij David 
Buxlon, Ph.D., M.R.S.L., Hon. Secretary.

December \OtJi. 1874. 

RET. CANON HUME, D.C.L., President, in the Cliair.

The following gentlemen were duly elected Ordinary Members of the 
Society : 

Henry Clark, Esq., Little Hey, Bromborough, and Exchange bldgs.
William Cross, Esq., M.D., '29, Islington.
Alderman Dakin, Congletou.
Rev. J. W. Higgle, B.A., Mossley hill.
The Worshipful and Rev. T. E. Espin, B.D., Hon. Canon of Chester,

and Chancellor of the Diocese.
E. W. M. Hance, Esq., LL.B., &c., School Board office. 
Edward J. Nicholson, Esq., Thelwall lea, Warrington. 
William Oulton, Esq., Sefton terrace, 28, Prince's road, and 22,

Preeson's row. 
S. G. Rathhone, Esq., Yew Tree house, Allerton, and 17, Dmry

buildings. Water street.
George Russell Rogerson, Esq., F.R.A.S., F.R.G.S., 5, Cook street. 
W. H. Rylands, Esq., Highfields, Thelwall, Warrington. 
Rev. llobt. Salthouse, F.R.G.S., St. James' Parsonage, West Derby. 
Rev. J. Standish, B.A., Newtou-le-Willows. 
E. Eveleigh Treffry, Esq., 11, Rumford place. 
Jas. E. Worsley, Esq., Winwick cottage, Newtou-le-Willows.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. Eorrest.
Several pieces of stained glass from the church of Llaneiliau in 

Anglesey. They were supposed to bo of the twelfth century, 
and in some instances were much corroded by time. It ap 
peared from an inscription, that Thomas Eaton, of Wnrrington, 
had repaired the church and re-leaded the window in 1706. 
Mr. Forrest made some remarks on the mode of colouring 
glass by means of copper.

By the Kev. Canon Hume.
1. A curious carving from the Fiji Isles, exhibiting two round 

balls within the cubical spaces from which they had been 
detached, and an object resembling an hour glass.

2. A boomerang from King George's Sound, West Australia, 
prepared from a piece of wood bent naturally.

3. A Chinese opium pipe.



By Mr. Charles Potter.
1. Two specimens of peat, shewing minute laminations, found 

on the shore at Ancient Mcols, Cheshire. The iris, growing 
in scrub-clay, found three feet from the surface. The iris in 
boulder clay, found two feet from the surface.

2. A section from the puddled floor of a house, now buried 
under the sandhills.

By Mr. James M. Hay.
An elegant bronze celt, apparently British, found in a field near 

Barnard Castle in 1856.
By Mr. Axon.

A wood block, engraved for Dildiii's Bibliographical Decameron.*
Mr. James M. Hay asked the Society for information respecting a 

series of twelve heraldic shields found in A ugh ton church, near Orins- 
kirk. Each is supported by an angel, and several appear to refer to the 
families allied to the Derby family.

The following paper was read : 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF ANN LEE, THE MANCHESTER PROPHETESS, 
AND FOUNDER OF THE SECT OF SHAKERS IN AMERICA.f bl/ W. E. A. 
Axon, M.R.S.L., F.S.8.

' January 1th, 1875. 

REV. CANON HUME, D.C.L., President, in the Chair.

The following gentlemen were elected Members of the Society :  

Honorary Member Millen Coughtroy, M.B., Professor of Anatomy
and Physiology in the University of Otago, New Zealand. 

Ordinary Member Dadabhay Byramjee, 86, Canning street.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. Thomas Gibson.
1. A hand war-club, from the South Sea Islands, mounted with 

a stone head in tomahawk form.
2. A nulla-nulla, or club with round wooden head, carved out of 

the solid piece, from one of the native tribes in Australia.
By the Rev. Canon Humc.

1. A piece of cord made of the wool or hair of the flying fox.
2. A case like a cigar ease, from Ceylon, the exterior ornamenta 

tion of which is curious.
- By Mr. Charles T. Gatty.

1. An oval plaque of cream ware, painted in Liverpool, with 
portrait of Washington.

* Transactions, p. 111. + Transactions, p. 51.
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2. Nine Liverpool printed tiles, two of them signed " Sadler;" 
exhibited by permission of the Free Public Library and 
Museum Committee.

By Mr. Richards.
A Chinese card case, the carving of which presented some pecu 

liar features.
By Mr. J. H. Gibson.

A box supposed to contain a Jacobite portrait, but the secret of 
its opening has not yet been discovered. It was mounted in 
silver, and bore the date 1681.

The following paper was then read : 

A DESIGN FOB TIIR PROPOSED CATHEDKAI. OF ST. PETER, LIVER 
POOL,* by Ed. A. Heff'er, Esq., Architect.

January 21st, 1875. * 

REV. CANON HOME, D.C.L., President, in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By the Rev. Canon Hume, in illustration of the paper for the evening.
1. Three New Zealand " mats," or mantles of chiefs, manu 

factured from the Phminium Tenax. In one, the warp cords 
were white a.nd the weft black, and it was bordered with tufts 
of coloured wool. In the second, there was a woollen border 
beautifully woven in a pattern, the rest being pure white of 
a silky appearance; and the third, or most primitive, was 
profusely decorated with cordage tassels and small sections of 
reeds.

2. Two wooden hand war-clubs of honour, beautifully carved 
with a greenstone chisel. One has three rude representations 
of the human face upon it; and the sharp edge had been 
broken off in the forehead of an English officer during tho 
first New Zealand war.

3. The figure-head of uprahu or war-canoe. Two men, with eyes 
of pearl, stand one on the other's head, each with his tongue 
protruding in ridicule or mockery.

4. A small deity called Whuekapackack, with an extra pair of 
arms, and with the tribal and personal name carved on the 
face.

5. A chieftain's belt of the Phormium Tenax.
(i. Three beautiful specimens of the " mere ponamu," or stone 

war-club of distinction, and fragments of two others. One ia 
very rare and valuable, of the greenstone found in the Middle 
Island.

* Transactions, p. 77,
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7. Two large stone axes or wedges, apparently for splitting 
timber. One is only partially ground, the other is thoroughly 
ground and polished.

8. A stone axe, polished, the edge chipped; and three smaller 
ones partially ground.

9. A greenstone wedge for cleaving wood, showing marks of 
usage ; and appearing to have been driven home by stone 
mallets.

JO. A carving tool, or greenstone chisel.
11. Two greenstone pendents, or female cheek ornaments.
12. A small boring instrument of the same material, for drilling

the holes in the handles of the war-clubs. 
By Mr. Richards.

An antique plate of Lowestoft manufacture, with Chinese pat 
tern and in imitation of Chinese ware.

The following paper was read : 
ON THE MANUFACTURE AND USES OF NEW ZEALAND IMPLEMENTS, 

ESPECIALLY THOSE OF THE S'TONE PERIOD, btj PfO/eSSOr Milleil
Cou/jhtrey, M.B.

 February 4,th, 1875. 

REV. CANON HUME. D.C.L., President, in the Chair.

The following gentlemen were duly elected Members of the Society :  
Thomas A. Bellew, Esq., Hampstead Road, Elm Park. 
John Harris Gibson, Esq., 23, Eenshaw Street.

The following objects were exhibited : 
By Mr. Richards 

A large ale jug, estimated to contain two gallons, with the 
symbols " H. R., 1813." It was said to have been specially 
manufactured at one of the Liverpool potteries, for the Cam 
brian Society. There are patriotic inscriptions on it, and 
emblematic signs, including leeks intertwined, surrounding a 
Welsh harp and harper, two goats, &c. There are various 
flowers on the sides, and strawberries round the rim.

By Mr. Heffer 
Three old Liverpool newspapers. These were Billinye's Litter- 

pool Advertiser, of Monday, April 19th, J802 ; the Courier and 
Commercial Advertiser, of Wednesday, September 4th. 1822 ; 
and the Albion, of June 2nd, 1828. Mr. Heffer also read 
various extracts from them.

The following paper was read : 
ON EARLY SOCIAL GRADES IN ENGLAND, by Joseph Boult. Esq. 

F.R.I.B.A.*

* This has been separately printed ; and at Mr. Boult's own suggestion, Mr. Abram'g 
Paper, Transactions, p. 33, takes its place.
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February 18th, 1875. 

REV. CANON HUME, D.C.L., President, in the Chair.

The following gentlemen were duly elected Members of the Society : 

William Leach Jackson, Esq., 42, Rupert Lane.
James P. Mawdsley, Esq., 4, Castle Street, and 86, Falkner Square.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. Heffer.
A drawing of Mr. Mayor's house, at Bebingtou, showing the 

new front, and also the library in the distance.
By the Rev. Canon Hurne.

A model of the ancient spinning wheel, manufactured by James 
McCreery, Belfast. It had been exhibited at the meeting of 
the British Association there in August. 1874.

Mr. F. Powell forwarded a list of railway stations in the kingdom, 
extracted from Bradshaw's Guide, some of which were identical in form 
with local names in Germany, France, Spain, and other countries ; 
while a larger number bore a singular resemblance to them respectively 
in outward form. It was a curious illustration of literary coincidences.

The Hon. Secretary mentioned, in feeling terms, the loss which the 
Society had sustained by the death of the late T. T. Wilkinson, F'.R.A.S.; 
and it was resolved that the President write to the members of his 
family, expressing his deep sympathy with them, and regard for the 
memory of the deceased gentleman.

Owing to a derangement in certain railway trains, the paper which 
had been announced for the evening was not forthcoming. The follow 
ing, which had been reserved for a future occasion, was read instead 
of it : 

SOME NOTES ON THE PARISH CHURCH or MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIBE,*' 
by tienjamiu LI. Vaudrey, Esq., of Tushingham Hall, Whitchurch, 
Salop.

March 1th, 1875. 

REV. CANON HUME, D.C.L., President, in the Chair.

Alcx. H. Browu, Esq., M.P., Richmond Hill, and Grosveuor Gardens, 
London, was duly elected a Member of the Society.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Dr. Bailey 
A large rhinoceros horn, from the Congo River, of the unusual 

length of 35 inches

* Transactions, p. 1.
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The Rev. H. H. Higgins drew attention to the fact that a memorial 
of some kind is about to be erected in Chester to the late Canon 
Kingsley, and expressed a hope that this Society would give practical 
aid.

The President alluded to the discoveries of Mr. J. T. Wood at 
Ephesus, and expressed a hope that on his return, in May, from the 
United States, whither he is now proceeding, he might be able to 
lecture in Liverpool on the subject.

Mr. Boult drew attention to a recent work by Mr. Furley, ou The 
Weald of Kent, some of the facts in which and inferences deduced 
appear to be highly favourable to his views respecting the causes which 
have brought animal and vegetable remains to the sea beach of Cheshire. 
He remarked as follows : 

Referring to the discussions which had taken place at various times 
on the origin of the arboreal remains near Hoylake and elsewhere on 
the adjacent coasts, he drew attention to a recent work on The Weald of 
Kent, by Mr. Furley, in which mention was made of similar remains in 
tiie marshes of Romney and Walland, which the author stated could 
not, in his opinion, have formed part of the forest, but were swept into 
the Dowles by inundations and tempests. Mr. Furley cited, in confir 
mation, the opinions of Mr. .lames Klliott of Dymchurch, and Mr. 
Thomas Elliott of Playden. The former said many of the trees were 
found in such a position as to give a strong impression of their having 
grown there ; but when, And under what circumstances ? The surface 
of the land is now thirteen feet under high water. No trees could have 
grown in such a position, that is certain ; and the relative levels of sea 
and land must have wonderfully changed if they really grew where now 
found. The whole country around is full of timber a few feet under 
ground. Some enormous oak trees had been found, and he might 
say bushels of hazel nuts, as bright and sound as they fell from the 
trees, as well as a great variety of leaves of oak, hazel, &c., showing 
most unmistakably that there had been no action of the water over them, 
no rubbing, no scouring going on. What a state of tilings, he adds, 
to reconcile with the present thirteen to fifteen feet below present high 
water mark !

Mr. Thomas Elliott is quite of Mr. Furley's opinion, that no portion 
of Romney or Walland Marsh formed at any period part of the forest of 
Anderida; and thinks there is sufficient proof that it could not have 
been so. If it had been a submerged forest, there would have been, in 
some places, remains of the soil in which the timber grew ; whereas 
this timber and peat rest on the sea sand, covered by the alluvial soil 
from the after deposit; and further, the bulk of the timber is found 
immediately in front of the entrances of the valleys through which the 
Weald poured its waters to the sea. (Vol. ii, pp. 761-2.) Mr. Boult had 
much pleasure in quoting the opinions of these practical men in corro- 
boration of the suggestions he had offered as to the local remains.

The following paper was then read  

ON STATISTICS or THE EUROPEAN FLORA,* ly Thomas Comber, Esq.

* Transactions, p. 13.
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RKV. CANON HOME, D.C.L., President, in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 
By Mr. Charles Totter.

1. A fine Liverpool-painted jug; and a Japanese teapot, printed 
and painted at Chelsea.

2. A snufl'-box, painted to commemorate the marriage of Geo. III. 
in 17R1. The lid has a portrait of the King on the outside, 
and of the Queen on the inside; and on the bottom are the 
lines 

Let him love now, who never lov'd before;
Let him who ever loved, now love the more.

The box is of Rattersea enamel, and was painted in Liverpool.
By Mr. Gatty, from the Free Town Museum.

Four tiles, painted at Liverpool, containing portraits of the 
actors and actresses of last century.

The following objects, all found on the Cheshire shore, from the collec 
tion of Mr. Potter, were exhibited as illustrative of the paper for the 
evening : 

1. A large brooch, highly ornamented, having first been cast and 
afterwards finished with the graver.

2. A hair-pin made from thin latten, rolled.
3. A curious knife handle of oak, with the haft covered with 

bronze ; part of the iron strig or tang remaining.
4. A cross of bronze, which was formerly set with enamel. 
0. A small bell, supposed to have been used in hawking.
6. A ring brooch with peculiar ornamentation, but with no 

appearance of a place for the pin.
7. The clapper of a small bell brass which has been gilt.

The following paper was read by the President, in the absence of 
the Author: 

ARCH.EOLOGY oi1 THE MKRSKY DISTRICT IN 1874, AND LIVERPOOL 
NOTABILIA,* ly H. Ecroyd Smith. Esq.

April Sth, 1875. 

HBV. CANON HUME, D.C.L., President, in the Cliair.

The following objects were exhibited : 
By the Rev. Canon Hume.

1. A piece of meteoiic iron, about I3£lbs. weight, which had 
fallen in a field at Castlereagh, near Belfast.

* Transaction*, p. 85.
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2. The portion of the Domesday Book, in fac-simile, relating to 
Lancashire and Cheshire; and also the expansion and transla 
tion of it by William Beamont, Esq., Vice-1'resident of this 
Society.

The following papers were then read : 

I. 

ON THE WALINTUNE OF DOMESDAY BOOK.

IA FRAGMENT.)

By the late John Robson, Esq., M.D.

The difficulties connected with the interpreting of Domesday Book 
have not been much lessened, or at any rate the interpretation has not 
progressed much, since the publication of the_/ae simile, at least in the 
part more immediately connected with South Lancashire. In this part 
of the county six hundreds or manors, comprising the lands between 
Ribble and Mersey, are surveyed with more or less minuteness; but 
little lias been done to make the surveys more intelligible. It has long 
been the custom for one writer to copy from another, and a good 
allowance of guess-work has served to supply other deficiencies. One 
of the first difficulties in the enquiry is the fact that none of the six 
hundreds have boundaries assigned to them, and except tbe Derby 
hundred very few particulars are given of the different towns or vills. 
The hundreds are Derbie, Newetun, Walintuue, Blackburne, Salford, 
and Lailand hundreds. They are all called indifferently hundreds or 
manors; all before the Conquest were held bv King Edward; and each 
seems to have had a royal residence or manor house, but to have been 
nothing more than a common village. The Derby hundred appears to 
have been pretty fully surveyed and described, and I think we may 
conclude safely enough that it included all the townships and hamlets 
now connected with that hundred. Newton and Warrington hundreds 
have not a name in either of them, and their boundaries are pretty 
accurately defined by the parishes. It seems quite natural to suppose 
that the large parish of Prescot, and the smaller one of Hale, should 
rather be included in the Warrington hundred ; what led to the incor 
poration of.Prescot with Derby by topographical writers it is not easy 
to see.

It is now many years since I had the honour of reading a paper 
before the Historic Society, which was printed in Volume IV of the 
Transactions, page 202, in which I expressed my belief that there were 
two churches in the Newton hundred, and this opinion seems to be now
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very generally adopted. At a later period an article of mine was pub 
lished iu the Gentleman's Magazine (vol ccxiii, p. 612), in which it was 
first shewn that the difficulties connected with Frodsham and Overtoil 
might be very satisfactorily explained, and this explanation has also 
been very generally adopted. I shall now attempt to explain the puzzle 
of the hundred and manor of Warrington, but it must be borne in mind 
that, where there are no boundaries assigned to these six hundreds or 
manors of South Lancashire, the enquiry is not so strictly defined as 
might be wished. I should at once confine the hundred of Derby to 
the manors and tills described iu it; this excludes the large piirish of 
Prescot.

It has already been stated that all these hundreds were held by 
King Edward, who appears to have had a residence in each of them. 
The residence in Walintune hundred was undoubtedly at the Mote Hill, 
near the Church, now the site of the School for Clergy-Daughters in the 
diocese of Chester, and the manor included the church, the site of the 
royal residence, Howley, Church Street, School Lane, and an uncertain 
portion of Manchester Lane. It seems that the head of a hundred was 
seldom an important place, but what led to its selection is not very 
likely to be discovered at the present day. Warrington, the market 
town was already in existence, and an independent manor. As to when 
the county of Lancaster was formed we have no knowledge, the honour 
or earldom dates from the beginning of the thirteenth century, but the 
county was undoubtedly formed at an earlier period ; and in the century 
succeeding Domesday Book great changes took place in territorial 
matters. Places in Lancashire and Cheshire that were then at the head 
of a hundred, lost all their importance, and are absolutely incapable of 
being identified at the present time. Meetings were no longer held 
at the Mote Hill, it was no longer the residence of the king in his 
progresses, and the manor merged in the neighbouring township of 
Warrington. This is abundantly proved by various documents which 
are still in existence. We have the hooks of the Court Leet recording 
its proceedings from the time of James I. At an annual meeting, when 
officers were appointed, we find that the Court Leet nominated one set 
of officers for Warrington, and another for the district of Church Street, 
representing the ancient Walintune, and shewing that it was under 
another jurisdiction. The inhabitants of Church Street also assumed 
certain rights which were not considered available to the rest of the 
towns-people. Amongst these was the singular privilege of having the 
passing bell tolled at the death of any of them. Church Street Fair,
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however, which took place sometime in the twelfth century, the loss of 
the royal prestige, and the cessation of the shire motes, seem to have 
completely upset whatever distinction had previously belonged to 
Walintune, and the market town took its natural position as the 
original head of the parish of Warringtou.

We are told in Domesday that King Edward held Walintune with 
three borewicks ; in Newton hundred, we are told that fifteen men called 
drenchs held the land for fifteen manors, which were borewicks of this 
manor. There were borewicks also in the other manors. What con 
stituted the boreu'ie/ts has not been clearly made out.

In Walintune, pertaining to the manor itself, were thirty-four dreitghs, 
and they had the same number of manors, in which were forty-two 
carucates of land, and one hide and a half. Saint Elfin held one carncatt. 
of land, quit of all customs, except gold. The whole manor with the 
hundred paid to the king in farm rent fifteen pounds, less two shillings. 
There are now in demesne two ploughs, and eight men with one plough. 
Oue of the great difficulties experienced by all enquirers has been the 
difference between caruca and camcata; one meaning a plough, and 
the other a ploughland. The mode of getting over this difficulty in the 
late publication of the Extension and Translation of the Domesday 
Book relating to Cheshire and Lancashire is very simple ; but unfor 
tunately, instead of clearing up the difficulty, it makes things still darker. 
It was simply to fill up the contractions with the word camcata, which 
is evidently wrong in a great number of cases.

These men hold land there :   Hogerus one carucate of land, Titbaldus 
one carucate aud a half, Warinus one carucate, Radulphus five carucates, 
Willielmus two hides and four carucates of land, Adelaedus one hide 
and half a carucate, Osrnundus one carucate of land. The whole is 
worth four pounds ten shillings. The demesne is worth three pounds 
ten shillings.

In the six hundreds already mentioned there are one hundred four 
score and eight manors, in which there are fourscore taxable hides (less 
one) subject to gold. In the time of King Edward they were worth one 
hundred and forty-five pounds two shillings and twopence When 
Roger of Poiclou received it of the king it was worth one hundred and 
twenty pounds. The king holds it at present, and has in demesne 
twelve ploughs, and there are nine knights or soldiers holding the fee. 
Amongst them aud their men are one hundred and fifteen ploughs and 
three oxen. The demesne which Roger held is valued at twenty-three
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pounds ten shillings. What he gave to the knights imilites) is valued 
at twenty pounds eleven shillings.

Several things in this description of the Derby hundred are worth 
notice. Whilst we find on the one side a tenant holding several manors 
or rWs, on the other, two or three or more tenants holding one vill for 
so many manors; and these tenants are qualified as thanes, sometimes as 
milites. In Newton and Walintune, they are called drenches in the former, 
and drenghes in the latter. These are said to have been military tenures, 
but there is no certainty of the peculiar conditions under which the 
manors were held. It will be observed that the church was situated in 
the Walintune manor, and the carucate of land which belonged to it 
was part of the manor. It seems that in the other hundreds Roger of 
Poictou had given his men portions of land, of which there is no 
specification. There are more names, and very often the same names, 
and it is doubtful whether they do not often refer to different people. 
In Derby hundred we find Goisfridus, Rogerus, Willelmus, Warinus, 
Goisfridus again, Titbaldus, Rohertus, and Gislibortus. In Walintune 
hundred we have Roger, Titbald, Warin, Radulf, William, Adelaid, and 
Osmund.

In West Derby hundred there were forty-six villani, one radman, and 
sixty-two bordarii, two serfs, and three servant-maids. In Newton 
hundred, as we have already stated, there were two churches and 
fifteen drenches who had fifteen manors. There are now six drenches 
and twelve villani and four bordarii, who have nine ploughs amongst 
them.

If.

NOTES ON A RECORD OK THE HUNDRED COURT 
OF WIRRALL.

By the Rev. Ctinon Hume, D.O.L.

I find in my possession an old document, written on three sheets of 
foolscap ; but how I got it, or how long I have had it, I do not know. 
It is interesting for more reasons than one ; but the importance which I 
attach to it has reference mainly to the Surnames of the people.

In a district which lias formed the highway to Ireland from all parts 
of England, one would expect to find surnames a good deal mixed up ; 
and yet the process must have increased greatly in the course of a 
hundred and thirty years. Until the railway swept round recently to 
the shores of the Dee, we were accustomed to regard some of the town 
ships in the adjoining hundred of \Virrall a.s practically very far away,
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owing to their difficulty of access ; but we should not forget that in the 
seventeenth century, there was a large intercourse from Chester along 
the light hank of the Dee, and more recently from Parkgate across to 
Liverpool.

The document is headed as follows : 
HUNDRED OB The Court Leet Court Baron and view of {frank Plege of

WOHBALI. John Glegg gentl"- Held for the said Hundred the
TO WIT. nineteenth Day of April, in the seventeenth year of the

Reigne of our Sovereigne Lord George the Second,
and in the year of our Lord 1744, before John Glegg
gentl''-

The Names of the Suitors of the same Court.

A few paragraphs, for which I am indebted to Morris C. Jones, Esq., 
F.S.A., may suffice to give the general reader an idea of these courts.

[All the administrations were first in the bauds of the King, but after 
wards, when by the increase of the people the burden grew too heavy 
for him, the kingdom was divided into Counties, Hundreds, &c. So the 
administration of justice was distributed among minor courts, of which 
the Sheriff' had the County Court for the government of the county, and 
the lords of liberties bad their leets and law days, for the speedier and 
readier administration of justice.

The Hundred Court is only a large Court Baron, being held for all 
the inhabitants of a particular Hundred instead of a Manor. The free 
suitors are here the judges and the Steward the "Registrar, as in the case 
of a Court Baron. The latter is a court which every lord of a manor 
had within his own precinct; and was an inseparable incident to n 
Manor.

A court baron was of two natures, (1) the one by common law, and 
(2) the other by custom. The former was that analogous to the Hundred 
Court of Win-all; and is the baron's or freeholders' court, of which the 
freeholders being suitors, are judges. The freeholders' court had juris 
diction for trying actions of debt (like the ancient court) ; hut this is 
now abolished.

In this court the homage jury were to enquire that the lords did not 
lose their service duties or custom, but that the tenants made their suit 
of court (that is, attend at the court and answer to their names) ; paid 
their rents and heriots, and kept their lands and tenements in repair. 
They are to present all common and private nuisances which might 
prejudice the lord's manor, and every public trespass must be punished 
in this court by amercement on " presenting " the same.

A court leet was a court of record ordained for punishing oftences 
against the Crown, and is said to be the most ancient court of the land. 
It enquired of all oftences under high treason ; but those punishable 
with loss of life or members were only enquirable and presentable here, 
and to be certified over to the judge of assize. And this court was called 
the " view of frank pledge," because the king was to be there certified by 
the view of his steward how many people are within every leet, and 
have an account of their good manners and government. And every 
person of the age of twelve years, who had remained there for a year 
and a day, might he sworn to be faithful to the king, and the people
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were to be kept in peace. Also every one that dwelt within the leet, 
from the age of twelve to sixty years, was obliged to do suit iu this 
court, except peers, clergymen, &c., unless they were under the Sheriff's 
turn. A leet is as incident to a hundred, as a court baron to a manor; 
for by grant of a hundred, a leet passed, and a hundred could not be 
without a leet. The steward was the judge of the court, and had 
power to elect officers or constables, as well as to punish offenders by 
fine, but not by imprisonment.

Twelve freeholders or residents were to be of the jury, and the 
particular articles to be inquired into by statute, were, if all that suit of 
court are present: of customs withdrawn ; purprestures [encroachments] 
of lands ; of houses set up or beat down ; cottages erected contrary to 
law and other annoyances ; of bounds taken away; ways or waters turned 
or stopped; of thieves and hues and cries not pursued ; of bloodshed-*, 
escapes, pei'sons outlawed, money coiners, treasure found [treasure trove]; 
assize of bread and ale ; persons keeping ale houses without licences; 
false weights and measures ; unlawful games ; offences relating to game; 
offences of tanners in selling insufficient leather ; of forestallers ; of 
markets, victuallers, and labourers, unlawful fishing, idle persons, &c., 
by several statutes. All these articles were drawn up in form, and given 
in charge by the steward.

The Court Baron's duties seem to have had for their object the pre 
servation and enforcement of the lord's rights against the tenants, and 
the rights of the tenants as between themselves. It had civil jurisdic 
tion only.

The Court Leet, on the other hand, had criminal jurisdiction, exer 
cising the powers which the justices of the peace and coroners possess 
at the present day ; and also those of the sanitary authorities under the 
recent public health acts.

The View of t'rankledge had duties to perform to the Crown which 
are not possessed by any public authority of the present day.

The presentments iu this document seem chiefly to be for 11011- 
attendtiuce at the court, each defaulter being fined one shilling.

Woodbank " Richard Jones for breaking the size [assise] of bread 
" and ale." This man must have been either selling at a higher price 
than was fixed by the leet, or adulterating the bread or ale, or not 
marking the bread.

No fewer than eleven of the subsequent presentments are for breaches 
of the rights of the lord and his tenants by neglecting the fences; 
a remedy such as this would be very useful at the present day. Under 
Walzey [Wallasey] a general rule is laid down, we presume, for the 
future guidance of the homagers, subjecting any person leaving a gap 
down in a certain hedge for twenty-four hours after notice from constable 
or warned in churchyard, to a fine of ten shillings for each default a 
very salutary rule. " Warning in the churchyard " was evidently the 
usual mode giving notice of such lapses of duty.

The ancient jurisdictions of the Courts Baron and Courts Leet were 
as convenient and efficient modes of enforcing civil rights and pun 
ishing criminal offences iu a rural district as could well be had iu those 
primitive times.]

The part of the Hundred to which this inquiry refers, may be seen 
from an enumeration of the sixteen townships in the order iu which 
they are given ; viz.. Wallazey. Poolton and Seacomb, Liscard, Higher
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Bebbington, Pl'enton. Capenhurst, Puddington, Little Neston, Hoolton, 
Ness, Tranmore, Caldie, Laudican, AITOW, Ledsham, and Woodbank. 
The number of names recorded is 304, nearly all of whom represented 
householders ; and this is an average of 19 to each township. But in 
Landicau and Woodbank there are only 0 each, and in Ledsham 8 ; 
while in Tranmore there are 43, Wallazey 34, Little Neston 29, and 
Ness 27. We see therefore the points to which population was gravi 
tating, even so early as 1744.

When we throw the whole of the names into alphabetical order, we 
find that there are only 185 varieties; so thnt for every 100 distinct 
surnames there are 104 persons recorded.

Of these, 123, or about two-thirds, occur only once; and 37, or one- 
fifth, occur twice each, giving us 74 occurrences of the name. Of the 
rest, nine occur 8 times, nine 4 times, four 5 times, one 6 times, one 7 
times, and one 13 times. We have thus 25 names occurring jointly 
109 times; so that while they are only 13£ per cent, of the varieties, 
they represent ;.)(> per cent, of the persons uumed.

Lying as the Hundred of Win-all does, so near to Wales, we are not 
surprised to find that the name of most frequent occurrence is Jones ; 
while next to it in the order of frequency, stand Bennett and Hancock. 
Briseoe, Lee, Roberts, and Worrall occur five times each : and the nine, 
each of which occurs four times, are C'haruock, Coventry, Davies, Hill, 
Miluer, Sarrott, Smith. Watson, and Wilson. The nine which occur 
three times each, are Anderton, Bedsou, Cross, Dean, Evans, Green, 
Stanley, Warton, Williams.

Of these, Jones. Roberts, Davies, Evans, and Williams are obviously 
Welsh ; but the remainder are English. Worrall is peculiar, being 
derived from the name of the Hundred itself. The names which are 
found very frequently on the Lancashire side. as Rymer (now Rirnmer), 
Bushell, Brown, &c., in Formby, and down to Birkdale, scarcely exist 
here.

But Worrall is not the only name of local origin ; for we find Larton, 
Ledsham, Prenton, Sutton, and Whidby (Whitby). There are other 
well-known Cheshire names, as Dellamore (Delamere), Done, Dutton ; 
and numerous Lancashire local ones, as Litherland, Longwortll, Ashton, 
Eccles, Pemberton, Penkett, Rainford, Walton, Wamngton. Neither 
Liverpool nor Birkenhead nor Meols occurs as a surname, though the 
second and third still exist.

It is not sin-prising that in a remote corner like this, the old and 
prominent Cheshire names should be unknown. Colonel Kgerton Leigh
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gives ns a Cheshire proverb which hints at the frequent occurrence of 
some of them.

As many Leigbs as fleas,
As many Masseys as asses,
As many Crevves as crows.
As many Devouports as (logs' tails.

Now in all these 185 names we do not find any of the four; though 
in a part of the paper distinct from the lists, the last occurs in the 
dialectal form of Devemport.

Among the names which have risen to honour, and some of the 
hearers of which we trace to this part of' the country, are Bihbie, 
Fawshaw, Rathbome, Eobin, and Stanley. The late Rev. Jos. Forshaw 
of the British Museum, found the resting place of his ancestors at 
AVallasea ; and there the name was frequently spelled Forshall. But 
this is a small variety. [In the Church hooks of a little parish 
about seven miles from Liverpool, T found the name Fairclough spelled 
in about fourteen different ways.]

Besides the varieties in spelling already noticed, there are others 
which are brought about by three great causes: ill the laws of 
language, as contraction, substitution, euphony, local dialect, &c.; (2) 
those resulting from the carelessness of the multitude ; and (3) those 
arising from ignorance. \Ve are able to notice all of these, in conse 
quence of the practice which existed then much more than now, of 
spelling words phonetically. Now, we know almost every surname better 
through the eye than through the enr ; and there are fixed a,nd well- 
known conventional modes of spelling.

We are not surprised to find Robi'son, for it harmonises with similar 
contractions, as Atki'son, Higgi'son, Watki'son, AVilki'son. Greggrey is 
one of the numerous cognate forms of Macgregor ; the holders of which 
changed it when it was proscribed, but still preserved a slight allusion 
to the original. Keleal, Tyror, Inghlefield, Bertels (Birtles), and 
Mayson (Mason) are sufficiently near the originals to be easily recognised. 
Powner (probably Finder, Pointier, or Pounder), Scofells (Hchofield or 
Scolefield), Fesoii (Pheasant, still pronounced " Phnsion,") Bracha 
(Bradsbaw), AYearin and AVayriu (Waring], Prise (Price), are not so 
readily recognised. Urmson occurs as Onnson; and we know that it 
has kept its ground for a long time in Bidstoue parish. Bakstar and 
Baxtor are forms of Baxter, which like Brewster, Webster, Spinster, 
&c. is rgally a name derived from a woman's employment ;* hut the

* Bak-er, ater; Brew-er, ater; Web-bar, star; Ship-per, ster. The I>eerns(<r in the 
Isle of Man should therefore be the Deemer, or " Oomesman."
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meaning of the affix has been so thoroughly forgotten that our language 
possesses a double feminine. Thus, m. seam-er,/. seam-ster-(ess).

The Christian names also exhibit the ordinary varieties; as Elizebeth, 
Shusand among women, and Enery, Robert, and Rubbard among men. 
One of the most curious entries is that of Jarmay Colear (Jeremy 
Collier.)

A very few extracts will serve to show the kind of plaints which came 
before this Court, and the rough and ready way in which the "Juriers," 
as they call themselves, disposed of them. They will also serve to re 
mind us that the Education Act had not then passed, and that the 
Schoolmaster was " abroad," in a sense which Lord Brougham did not 
contemplate.

" We present the in habbitan of Pudingto for not appeering* at this 
Coart in twelf pence each."

Nineteen persons, in nine of the townships, " for Beak in [breaking] 
the size of bread and ale, Each (id."

" Walzey. We order every person that belongeth to the pasture ditch, 
if a gap be broke down, after 24 hours notis if not made up, to pay 10s. 
for every default after notis from ye Constable, or warned in the church 
yard."

" We present Henery Bird, Mr. Hyde, Eli/ebeth Hill, John Mulenex, 
John Ranford, James Ranford, Tho. Bertels, in 5s. Each, for breach of an 
order [of last Court, for not keeping up their pasture fence."-)]

" We present Joseph Robison for takeing a large tree a way, being 
a weaf, in one pound."

" Capinhurst. We order John Maysou to cut and ditch betwixt John 
Mnyson, poolhay corner, and John Baxter's poolhay corner, betwixt and 
next Cort, in pain of 10s."

" Lisltit. We order every person that turneth seep out to the Common, 
without a Separd, shall pay twelve pence each sheep."

" Trunmore. We order George Myres to take away the thorns that ly 
in the gate in the Rode to Samuel friest's holt, lie twixt and the first of 
may next, in pain of twenty shillings."

" Kvery one that did not appear, that do belong to this Court, this day, 
we fine in one shilling each."

About a year ago, I communicated with several of the clergy connected 
with these sixteen townships, to see how far the modern names coincided 
with those of 1744 ; but, though the names may in general still be found 
in some portion of the whole area, not more than about the half are to 
be found in the places with which they are here associated.

Brief and imperfect as these remarks are, they may still serve to throw 
some light on the condition of ordinary people in our own neighbour-

* Of thirteen, not one had attended.
 f 1 he presentments are all in the handwriting of one of the " Jnriers" ; but the portion 

in brackets is in the autograph ol' the lawyer who prepared the list tif utmiex.
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hood. We cau hardly call them " the rude forefathers of the hamlet:" 
for they lived, as the military say, " in the open," like the Jews who, in 
time of peace, deserted the walled towns, each living on his own culti 
vated spot in the country. " every man under his vine and under his 
fig tree."

April 22nd, 1875. 

RET. CANON HU.ME, D.C.L., President, in the Chair.

A ballot was taken, in accordance with Law XII, for Uie formal 
ejection of the following members of the Society each of them having 
been several years in arrear of his subscription. And they were 
respectively ejected : 

Rev. W. II. Burgess, M.A.
James Hewit, Esq.
James Milligan, jun., Esq.
George Massie Pearce, Esq.
H. I. Highness the Prince Rhodocanakis.
C. Backhouse Robinson, Esq.
John A. Ward, Esq.
Isaac M. Wood, Esq.

The following papers were read : 

I.
INEDITED POEMS OF WILLIAM ROSCOE, PART 11, Inj H. Ecroyd Smith.

II.
REMARKS AT THE CLOSE OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION.

By the President.

Though 1 do not intend to lay before you anything which can be 
called a Closing Address, I think it may be useful to take a view of our 
exact position, in the way of a brief Summary. We will thus see what 
we have gained and what we have lost, and to what extent: and this is 
precisely the sort of infonnation, furnished by experience, which ought 
to afford us lessons for future guidance.

This evening concludes the work of twenty-seven sessions; so that 
we have already reached an age which several Metropolitan Societies 
have not yet attained. On the 20th of June, 1848, this Society was 
founded, at a public meeting, with the Mayor in the Chair; and its first 
session was 1848-9.

The Index which lias been issued, recently to the Members, shows
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what work the Society did in the first twenty-four years. I need not 
recapitulate ; I will only say that it is now three years older.

The officers who have served the Society from the first, may be seen
from any of our recent printed volumes ; I will therefore refer merely to
the list of Presidents. To the present time they have been only six in
number; but then we affix no limit to the tenure of office. The names
of those who have served the Society in that capacity are the following: 

Francis Earl of Ellesmere ... 6 sessions 1848 54.
Chas. W. Earl of Sefton ... 1 .,  1854 55.
Gen. the Hon. Sir Ed. Oust, K.C.H. 8    1855 63.
lit. Hon. Win. E. Gladstone, M.P. 3    1863 66.
Joseph Mayer, Esq., F.S.A. . . 8 ,.  1866 69.
Rev. A. Hume, D.C.L. ....(>    1860 75.

1 have thus, by your kindness and indulgence, served practically two
terms ; and I wish now to intimate, with great respect and with a very
agreeable recollection of your kindness, that I am unable any longer to
bear the responsibilities of the office. Three years ago, 1 was equally
desirous to retire ; but partly the wish of the Council, and partly some
peculiar circumstances 'connected with the Society, have retained me in
office till the present time.

1 can now retire from the chair, in the comfortable feeling that many
crooked things have been put straight, and that the Society is at present
in a thoroughly sound position. It may suffice to enumerate a few facts.

1. It possesses a large and valuable collection of Books in its Library.
 2. It possesses a small but interesting collection of objects. The 

Museum cases are at the rooms of the Town Museum in William 
Brown Street.

 }. There is a Catalogue of both, of which a new and greatly enlarged 
edition is in the press.

4. There is a very large number of copies of the past twenty-six 
volumes in stock, for sale to future Members or the public; amounting 
to more than 2,000 in all. The sale prices of these are printed in the 
annual volumes ; and it would be to the Society's advantage to effect a 
clearance of a considerable number of them.

5. The Balance Sheet for last year, which should have been ready on 
the 18th of October, shows a balance in hand; and the one for the 
session now closing will be of a still more favourable character.

ti. During (lie past session, Members who were merely nominal have 
been- erased from the roll: and further changes have been caused by 
deaths and removals from the neighbourhood.
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7. On the other hand, duriug the past session, we Imve enrolled 33 
new members, of whom 27 are Resident and 6 Non-resident.

8. During the closing session, there has heen a full and regular supply 
of Papers, all of a good character ; and, as the publication of the volume 
promptly is desirable on many grounds, it is hoped that no circumstance 
will occur to delay its issue.

0. Last year, the animal volume was in the hands of the Members 
before the 18th of October; and the directions of the Council were 
rigidly followed in its distribution. It thus happened that it was not 
sent to any Member whose subscription was in arrear.

10. A supply of Papers for some meetings of next session has been 
already procured ; in order that from the first day the business may go 
on without slackness, and with abundant material.

11. When the Society had attained very large dimensions, in 1854, 
it was found necessary to secure the services of an Assistant Secretary, 
whose duty was to perform the acts which the honorary officers such as 
Secretary, Librarian, and Curator superintended. A very large amount 
of the Society's success depends on the due performance of these duties : 
and lor twenty years this officer was never wanting. But, since the 
retirement of Mr. Dyall in October, 1874, these duties have been per 
formed by the honorary officers alone ; and hence, the work of the 
Society for the past year has been unusually burthensome. The Hon 
orary Curator has removed from Liverpool, and the Library has been 
undergoing a thorough examination, so that of late it has been im 
possible to make much use of it. It is indispensable, therefore, for the 
good working of the Society, that a new Assistant Secretary be appointed ; 
and the more distinctly the duties are described which he is to perform, 
the better.  

Within the twenty-seven years of the Society's existence, the town has 
more than doubled its population and has risen greatly in relative 
importance, in the two counties with both of which it is connected.. Yet 
we must take special care that this never becomes a mere Liverpool 
Society ; but that, on the contrary, it remains true to its title as the 
Historic Society of Lancashire and Cluithire. With reasonable attention, 
it should continue to progress from year to year; but the greatest care 
should be taken that neither its intellectual nor its pecuniary resources 
diminish, especially through any laxity in the general administration.


