
PROCEEDINGS,
TWENTY- FIFTH SESSION, 1872-73.

ANNUAL GENEBAL MEETING,

Royal Institution, Colquitt Street, Liverpool, October 18th, 1872.

E. F. EVANS, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR.

REPORT.
In resigning their trust at the close of the Twenty-fourth Session, the 

Council beg to inform the Members that, though they have nothing 
very novel to report, they believe that the Society has faithfully done 
its work, and has fully maintained its position both as regards the 
character of the papers and its numerical strength.

Thirteen Meetings were held, at four of which the friends of Members 
were present in considerable numbers. Of the papers contributed 
some were of more than usual interest, local or otherwise. Among 
these may be mentioned one on the " Fee of Makerfield," by William 
Beamout, F.S.A., containing the result of much antiquarian research, 
and written in his usual agreeable style. One by Mr. Wilkinson, 
F.R.A.S., of Burnley, from the Notes of a local geometrician, on 
"Circles of Contact;" and another of great interest, containing some 
curious and original information respecting the " Old Bloomeries of 
" Lancashire," was read by Dr. Kerr, of Crawshaw Booth. These, 
with seven other papers read during the Session, will appear in the 
volume of Transactions, which is in the press, and which the Council 
expect will be ready for delivery early in November.

In addition to the ordinary Meetings of the Society, the usual 
excursion took place in the summer, the locality chosen being Winder- 
mere. In spite of unfavourable weather the Society had a pleasant 
re-union, many old and valued members and their friends being present.

The Society has witnessed the removal of several Members by death 
during the Session, a few have resigned, some have been struck off the 
roll for non-payment of their subscriptions, and others have been 
expelled by ballot for persistent non-compliance with the laws. On the 
other hand, the Council have sought the co-operation of prominent 
residents in the two counties, and they have received applications for 
enrolment from several gentlemen who will probably be of great service 
to the Society. Among those already enrolled, are the Marquis of 
Salisbmy, the Earl of Seftou, Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
Lancaster; Lord Ebury, Lord Skelmersdale, the Bishop of Chester, 
Sir Thomas Edwards-Moss, Bart., &c.

During the Session a very important work has been carried out, viz., 
the re-arrangement of the Library, the identifying and recording of the 
miscellaneous property, and the storing of the stock of spare volumes 
of Transactions. The Council were fortunate in securing the services
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of Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith for this purpose, the result being the prepa 
ration of a new MS. catalogue of the Library. A new list has also 
been made of the Society's property; and the unsold volumes of Tran 
sactions have been placed in new presses specially made for them, in 
such order that they are readily accessible. By the present arrangement 
of the Library any Member will in future be able, on referring to the 
catalogue, to find with facility whatever book he may require. Each 
shelf is marked by a distinctive letter, and cheque receipt books have 
been provided, in which to record the issue and return of volumes. 
The Kev. Dr. Hume, President, to whose enthusiasm and ability the 
Society has been so much indebted, has compiled a complete key to the 
contents of all the twenty-four volumes of Transactions. This it is 
intended to print without delay. It exhibits the contents of each 
volume, the number and nature of illustrations to each paper, the 
entire communications made by the author since the commencement, 
and the subjects treated of throughout. It will probably be of great 
use to persons pursuing particular lines of inquiry, and to Members 
and strangers wishing to supply themselves with volumes from the 
stock.

The Balloting lists have been prepared and forwarded according to 
the laws.

The Report having been unanimously adopted, the Treasurer, 
John G. Jacob, Esq., presented his Balance Sheet for Session XXIV, 
as follows: 

Dr.

SESSION XXIV. 1871-72.

THE HISTORIC SOCIETY OF LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE, in Account with 
JOHN G. JACOB, Treasurer. Cr.

October 17,1871. £ 8. d. 
Balance due to Treasurer .......... 117 5 4
Stationery (T. W. Riby) ............ 3 10 0
Royal Institution .................. 1010 0
Petty Kxpenses, Assistant Secretary 211 4i 
Posting Volume ................... 3 fi Ij
Assistant Secretary ................ 25 0 0
Royal Insurance .................. 0 16 0
Mrs. Johnson, for Refreshments.... 10 710
Stephen Burke, Attendance ........ 200
Receipt Stamps, Postages, and En 

velopes ........................ 2 3 0
Collector's Commission .. ......... 4 12 3
Stationery & Printing (Mr. Walmaley) 230 
Mr. brakell, for Printing .......... 18 5 6
Paper for Mr. Mayer's paper ........ 220
C. Tinlinp. for Advertising.......... 040
Postage, Envelopes ................ 150
Mr. Brakell, printing Volume ...... 60 14 11

October 17,1871. £ s. d.
Subscriptions received ............ 222 1 0
Life Members...................... 1515 0
Donation from the Rev. J.J Moss.. 10 0 0
Diplomas .......................... 030
Volumes sold ...................... 0 4 9
Ditto, Blackburn Free Library .... 1 1 0
Balance due to Treasurer .......... 1111 1

£266 16 4

E. E.
FRANCIS JAMES BAILEY, 1 j,.j: ln,. JOHN R. HUGHES, \***»ton.

October 18th, 1872.

£266 16 4

(Signed)
JoHN ^ jACOBi Treasurer.

On the motion of the Chairman, the Treasurer's Balance Sheet was 
unanimously adopted.

The Election of Officers was then proceeded with, and the result 
announced, as shown on page iv.



287

November Uth, 1872. 

JOSEPH MAYER, F.S.A., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By H. Ecroyd Smith, Esq.
Some curious old engravings of Yorkshire celebrities, one of 

them being of Henry Jeuuiugs, who died in 1(570, at the age 
of 169 years, having lived from the reign of Henry V11I to 
that of Charles II.

By Ed. Grindley, Esq.
Some beautiful specimens of Miniature Painting on Porcelain, 

by Mr. Moiler of London, including a portrait of Mr. John 
Laird, M.P.

In the absence of the Rev. Dr. Hume, the President's Introductory 
Address was read by Dr. Buxton, Honorary Secretary, as follows: 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

By the kindness of the Society, I have been placed in this chair for 
the fourth time, though I had expressed a strong wish to the contrary. 
I accept the responsibility, but with considerable reluctance; were it 
for no other reason than that the mere effluxion of time increases the 
demands on behalf of health, and I may say with many another, non 
sum qualis eram.

Two series of volumes have now been issued, of twelve each, marking 
the passage of as many years; and at the end of nearly a quarter of a 
century, it is allowable and even desirable if not. absolutely necessary 
 to review briefly our course of procedure.

It must not be forgotten that the primary object of this Society was 
the illustration of the two counties on the borderland of which we 
stand ; and this object has been kept in view from the first, though with 
different degrees of distinctness. Permit me to recall your attention to 
it, in the hope that the purposes of the Society may be carried out more 
effectually.

It is assumed, too hastily, that a society for the illustration of a 
district directs its attention to archaeology only ; whereas every subject 
which is interesting to the writer of history, or in which philosophy 
can teach by example, comes fairly and legitimately within the objects 
of inquiry. It is true that archaeology holds a prominent place, for it 
is concerned with the labours of man upon a given area; but the peculiar 
strata, minerals, agricultural productions, the fauna and flora, the 
climate, rainfall, &c., are departments of general nature all intimately
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allied with the principal topic. Nor are the results of science and art 
to be overlooked. To the ordinary observer these constitute the 
characteristic facts; for while few think of noticing the variety of 
nature's productions, every one is aware of the existence of commerce, 
mining, and the like.

In the metropolis there are societies for the cultivation of different 
branches of human knowledge, but so interlaced are the various 
subjects, each throwing light upon others, that practically it is impossible 
to know one thoroughly without becoming more or less familiarly 
acquainted with several. There are archaeological societies which visit 
various parts of the kingdom in turn, and illustrate the antiquities of 
those districts respectively; and there are, again, county or local 
societies, permanently founded, like our own, for local illustration. 
Some of these have no central place of meeting; and others meet only 
in the summer months, during the time devoted to excursions.

The counties of Lancashire and Cheshire stand out with unusual 
prominence in whatever respect we contemplate them ; as, for example, 
in respect to population, mineral wealth, manufactures, commerce, or 
public influence. It is not surprising, therefore, that the books which 
have been written, respecting them are numerous, some treating of the 
whole, and some of selected portions. We have thus two well-known 
county histories and numerous volumes of less pretensions ; and in some 
cases they are of great excellence, in illustration of particular places or of 
widely-extended areas. These serve to shew the abundance of materials 
which exist; but so far are they from rendering unnecessary further 
researches, that they afford a basis for more extended investigation. 
They also shew how much might be done in other portions of the 
shir.es, in fresh fields and pastures new; and even to some extent the 
manner in which it should be done.

There are two leading thoughts which should not be lost sight of, 
no matter in what detailed manner our researches may be carried 
forward. These may be called the geographical and the departmental. 
The former assumes that some one or more places are illustrated annu 
ally ; if not in all respects, at least in several, or in a good many. Some 
inquirers will select a parish or chapelry, that is to say, an ecclesiastical 
unit, while others will prefer a township or a manor, or even a castle or 
an ancient private residence. Tt is wonderful what an immense amount 
of information may be arranged around a centre of this kind, especially 
when it has been entered upon as a labour of love, and has been made 
the study of years. The latter contemplates a subject without reference
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to a leading locality, and tries to exhaust it so far as these two counties are 
concerned. Among subjects that may be regarded as departmental are 
the Danes in Lancashire and Cheshire; the Roman roads in the two 
shires; the introduction of the cotton manufacture; the locality of our 
coal and peat beds ; the supply in the former; the extent and mode of the 
diminution of the latter; the remains of Bloomeries; and mar;y others. 
One of these subjects, treated of by Dr. Kerr last session, the Bloorneries 
in Lancashire, is ixn interesting example of this class of subjects.

Among the antiquities requiring notice are thosa of prehistoric origin, 
which are not confined to the implements formerly used by scattered 
tribes of barbarians. Then there are the Celtic oppida, frequently mis 
called Roman camps ; the actual Roman remains of various kinds; with 
Danish, Anglo-Saxon, mediaeval, and other antiquities. On all of these 
subjects a large amount of light has recently been shed ; and archaeology 
has shown its intimate connexion with the various races of men, as 
well as with the remains of their languages or dialects which have 
come down to us. Among the shires of England and Wales, Lancashire 
and Cheshire present an unusually fruitful field for the inquiries of the 
ethnologist, and also for philological research.

In the year 1869 the Society of Antiquaries of London, at the request 
of the First Commissioner of Her Majesty's Works, &c., appointed a 
committee to procure a list of such monuments as it was desirable to 
place under the protection and supervision of Government, with a view 
to their proper custody and preservation. Their report was given in 
on the 10th of February last; it was presented to both Houses of 
Parliament, and has been printed. It is, however, called the " Report 
" of the Sepulchral Monuments Committee," for unfortunately the 
inquiry was limited to " regal or other historical tombs or monuments 
" existing in cathedrals, churches, and other public places and buildings." 
It contains a record of only three such monuments in Lancashire and 
six in Cheshire a number which serves to show how very unsatisfactory 
such a limited inquiry must be, and, in fact, has been. It is of great 
value, however, even in its imperfect state, as a recognition of the 
principle that our public monuments should be preserved, and that 
those who make sucli subjects their special study are the persons who 
should be consulted, and whose cooperation should be sought. Probably 
we may regard this as the first instalment of a full and complete list of 
our national monuments, the possession of which would tend to arrest 
the destruction of many in enlightened and civilised times, which 
ignorance and barbarism had spared in former ages. Quod non barbari 

U
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id Barberini fecerunt. At this moment one of the most interesting of 
our historical monuments, indeed a unique one, at Bignor in Sussex, 
is threatened with destruction. It is said that the landlord is desirous 
to save it, but the tenant thinks it does not pay ; and thus a monument, 
of priceless value in its own particular way, is in danger of being 
blotted out from the map of England, for the sake of the additional 
turnips, beans, or oats which its site would produce. This and 
thousands of others will never be safe until they have become the 
property of the public, by purchase if necessary, though most of the 
private custodians would gladly make the transfer gratuitously, not so 
much to be relieved from expense, as from a consciousness that future 
injury would be carefully guarded against. One or more conservators 
of public monuments would then be indispensable, such as exists in 
France and other countries of the Continent. But it must be admitted 
that in matters not bearing directly or indirectly on national wealth, 
England is slow to acknowledge, and slower still to perform her duty. 
Oh for such a man as M. De Caumont, who for thirty-eight years 
uninterruptedly issued his Bulletin Monumental, being for all that time, 
like Camden, "the nourrice of antiquities," and the fruitful parent of 
many societies for preserving and extending the materials of history.

If we desire really to fulfil the promise made by our Society, and 
continued in its very name, we must adopt some organization for 
systematizing our work, and for covering the whole ground. Nothing 
could be more unsatisfactory than to receive miscellaneous communica 
tions merely as they offered themselves, without any pre-arrangement 
as to the subjects which require illustration ; or to act in one narrow 
locality, in forgetfulness of the wide area which we nominally represent. 
But bearing in mind these points, even more in the future than in the 
past, we shall find before us a rich harvest, and a large number of able 
and willing labourers.

It would have been comparatively an easy matter for me to direct 
your attention to some one subject in our field of inquiry, important in 
itself, but not more so, perhaps even less, than several others. I have 
thought It of more importance, however, to direct your attention to 
general principles, and though this has been clone briefly and very im 
perfectly, I venture to hope it will not have been done in vain.
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November 28th, 1872.

Rev. A. HUME, D.C.L., President, in the Chair. 

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. Charles Wells.

1. Several pieces of majolica ware from Perugia, Italy, including 
a very curious ink stand, font for holy water, and a pilgrim's 
bottle.

2. A figure in silver, representing our Saviour bound for the 
scourge.

By Mr. W. F. Holder.

1. A yataghan with silver scabbard, said to have been taken at 
Seriugapatam.

2. Knife worn by Bedouin Arabs.
3. A poem, written in Cingalese upon the leaves of the Talpot 

tree, in praise of Buddha, tlie being of goodness and beauty ; 
also, the Cingalese native instruments with which it is written.

4. An ecclesiastical deed, issued by Tennison, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, with a royal dispensation attached, bearing the 
great seal of England of William and Mary.

6. A Mandarin's silver official seal.
6. A lady's old Battersea enamel snuff box, mounted in gilt, 

with the snuff spoon complete.

By Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith.

I. Early instruments of Bint and specimens of Roman pottery, 
lately found by himself on the sites of ancient entrenched 
camps in Wiltshire and Sussex, viz : 

(a) A flint knife, from the so-called Vespasian camp standing 
between Stonehenge and Amesbury.

(b) Model of fliut, three inches in diameter, spherical, from 
one of the five tumuli on Salisbury Plain, abutting 
upon the ancient cursus, and probably used in some 
bowling game.

(c) Spear-head and small objects in flint, picked up within 
a few hundred yards of Stonehenge, with specimens of 
similar stone to that of the Pillar Stones, a highly 
silicified standstone of great hardness, procured from a 
neighbouring site whence the material for the ancient 
temple would appear to have been manipulated.

(d) Flint knife and Roman pottery from Cisbury Hill, Findor, 
near Worthing, Sussex, and Roman pottery from Clank- 
bury Hill, Sussex.

(«) Flint objects and Roman pottery from within the walls 
of the ancient Sorbiodunum (Old Sarum.) near Salisbury.

u2
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2. Pint Cannette, in 18th century early English porcelain, 
printed by John Sadler of Liverpool, with one of his own fine 
engravings, representing a humorous subject: "The Tithe 
" Pig," with descriptive lines.

The following paper was read : 

THE ANGLES, JDTES, AND SAXONS,* by Jos. Boult, F.R.I.B.A.

December 12th, 1872. 

THOMAS DAWSON, ESQ., M.R.C.S., in the Chair.

The following gentlemen were elected Members of the Society : 

R. Veevers, Esq., Woningworth, Fulwood Park, Preston.
Hy. Blackley, Esq., Latchford Grange, Warrington.
Alfred Norbury, Esq., Hope Street.
R. A. Watson, Esq., T.C., Great Crosshall Street.
W. A. Abram, Esq., 25, Alma Street, Blackburn.

The following objects were exhibited : 

1. Illustrations from the valuable work of Lysons upon the 
Roman-British villa at Biguor, in Sussex, now threatened 
with destruction, including the remarkable medallion bust of 
Winter in mosaic.

2. Coloured engravings of two of the uncommonly fine pave 
ments found in the villa at Bramdean, near Winchester, one 
or both of which have been recently presented to that city. 
One represents the combat of Hei'cules with Antaeus, attended 
by Minerva, and surrounded by busts, within interlacing of 
beautiful execution. The other floor is equally interesting  
the eight days of the Roman week, being represented by busts 
of the chief gods and goddesses, the centre being occupied by 
a circle containing a curious head of Medusa within two 
interlaced squares.

The following paper was read: 

MORE STREET, LIVERPOOL : ITS ORIGIN AND KARLI ASSOCIATIONS.! 
by H. Ecroyd Smith.

* Trantactions, p. 25, -f Transactions, p. I.
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January 9th, 1873. 

DAVID BDXTON, Ph.D., Hon. Sec., in the Choir.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. Charles Wells.
1. A number of oil paintings, brought from Perugia, Italy. They 

were chiefly sacred subjects, and were shewn as examples of 
the mural decorations of the monastic institutions of Italy.

2. Two copies of Plutarch's Lives, one dated 1548, and the other 
ten years later. They were both in an excellent state of 
preservation.

By Mr. George Thomas.
A compound astronomical instrument, which combined a pocket 

telescope, solar telescope, microscope, magic lantern, and other 
curious arrangement!?. The instrument was explained by 
Mr.. Miles Hlling Elsby.

Mr. H Ecroyd Smith called attention to the centenary of the deaths 
of the poets Addison, Coleridge, and Hogg; and he illustrated hia 
remarks by a number of portraits, woodcuts, engravings, autograph 
letters, &c., relating to these poets.

Dr. Buxton exhibited two volumes of Addison's works, of the dat* 
1753.

The following paper was read : 

NOTES ON ARTICLES IN THE MAYEH COLLECTION, WITH AN ACCOUNT 
OF THE CELTS AND WAR IMPLEMENTS RELATING TO ESSEX, WITH 
ILLUSTRATIONS,* by Joseph Clarke, F.S.A. In the absence of the 
author, the Paper was read by Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith.

January 23rd, 1873.

J. A. FOBREST, Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. Charles Wells.
A number of specimens of grasses obtained from the ground! 

of various public buildings in Rome.

By Mr. Thomas Gibson.
A curious piece of ancient wood carving from China, repre 

senting a Chinese Prince, or other man of rank, visiting the 
house of the lady he is about to marry ; his attendants carrying 
a chest of gold.

* Traauotioai, p. 271.
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By Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith.
1. A curious astrological almanac, dated 1719.
2. A pamphlet, entitled " Our Rhymster Libeller, Who is he ? " 

a Christmas Tale of the English Press, by Randall H. 
Sherlock, Esq., 1858.

3. The Liverpool Sanitary Act, 1847.
4. Outlines of a Grammar of the Aboriginal Language of South 

Australia.
5. A book in the Chinese language. 

The following paper was read : 

ON THE WORLD DISTRIBUTION OF BRITISH PLANTS,* by Thomas 
Comber, Esq.

The paper was illustrated by numerous diagrams, showing the 
localities in which various plants were found throughout the world.

. February 6th, 1873. 

JOHN T. TOWSON, F.R.A.S., in the Chair.

Mr. James Walter Whitemau, Church Street, was elected an Ordinary 
Member of the Society.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. Henry Ecroyd Smith.
A copperplate engraving of Elias Hoyle, of Sowerby, near 

Halifax, who died at tlie age of 113 years.

The following paper was read: 
BlLLlNGTON AND THE CHAPELRY OF LANOHO,f Part 1, by W. A.

Abram, Esq.

February 25th, 1873. 

Bev. A. HCME, D.C.L., President, in the Chair.

The following gentlemen were elected Members of the Society: 

W. G. Hughes, Esq., 16, Richmond Terrace.
William Henry Richards, Esq., Tabley Place, Old Swan.
William Lawrence Banks, F.S.A., Bodleudeb, Con way.

* Transactions, p. 337. + Transactions, p. 193.

1
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The following objects were exhibited :

By J. T. Towson, F.R.A.S.
Some specimens of copper castings from the sacred temples of the 

Japanese.

By Mr. John Thomas, St. Anne Street.
1. Tea-caddy, in Wedgwood's early Queen's ware (and bearing 

his stamp), printed at Liverpool, by Sadler and Green, with a 
fine copy of the well-known "Garden Scene;" reverse, a 
pastoral group.

2. A quart jug, printed with groups of lady archers and richly 
designed borders, at Liverpool or Worcester.

3. A jug of Richard Abbey, of the early Herculaneum Pottery, 
and printed with illustrations of the Royal Jubilee, 25th 
October, 1809, including the statue of the king, which was to 
have been erected in the centre of Great George Square.

By Mr. E. F. Evans.
Three small punch bowls, of Liverpool make, two being in 

Queen's ware, one printed by Sadler, with " The Forester's 
" Arms and Mottoes;" the other painted with flowers in 
various colours.

By Mr. Heury Ecroyd Smith.
A number of articles relating to the Notabilia of Liverpool, and 

articles of archaeological interest found on the Cheshire shore.

The following paper was read : 
ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE MERSEY DISTRICT, 1872, AND LIVERPOOL 

NOTABILIA,* illustrated by numerous relics and memorials, by 
Mr. Henry Ecroyd Smith.

March 6th, 1873. 

The Rev. A. HUME, D.C.L., President, in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By John R. Hughes, Esq.
A list of valuable and rare MSS., the property of his brothpr-in- 

law, W. L. Banks, F.S.A., of Bodlendeb. Conway, these MSS. 
forming originally part of the Sebright, Salesbury, Lloyd, &c., 
Collections, the only Welsh MSS. saved from the collection of 
the late Colonel Johnes, of Havod, near Aberystwith, whose 
library was destroyed by fire.

  Traniaetioni, p. 113-
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The President called attention to the fact that a bill was about to be 
presented to Parliament by Sir John Lubbock, for the preservation of 
historical monuments.

Authority was given to the President and Honorary Secretary to sign 
a petition on behalf of the Society in favour of the bill.

At the request of Mr. Joseph Boult, the President undertook to 
request Sir John Lubbock to include the Calder Stones in the list of 
monuments worthy of preservation.

The following paper was read by the Honorary Secretary, in the 
absence of the author: 

BlLLINOTON AND CHAPELRY OF L.ANGHO, PARISH OF BLACKBUBN,
Co. LANCASTER, Part II, by W. A. Abram, E$q.

March 20th, 1873. 

J. A. FORREST, Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. G. H. Float.
Three singular but very admirable products in needlework, being 

portions of a series of illustrations of characters in the works 
of Shakspeare. These were heads of King Lear, Caliban, 
and Ophelia. They were the work of a lady, an aunt of the 
widow of the late Dr. Ackerley, who had spent twenty-five 
years in the production of these portraits. To the eye they 
had the effect of cartoon or crayon drawing ; but they were in 
fact worked by the needle, on a foundation of bombazine, 
with horse hair, human hair, and ravellings of crape.

The following paper was read : 
ON THE FEE OF MAKERFIELD, WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF ITS LORDS, 

THE BARONS OF NEWTON, PART II,* by William Beamont, Esq.

April 3rd, 1873. 

F. J. BAILEY, M.R.C.S., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited :  

By Mr. Henry Ecroyd Smith.
1. A number of prints and other illustrations of his paper 

relating to the Vale of Clwyd.

  Transactions, p. 65.
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2. Several coins and tokens found in digging for the foundation 
of the new building about to be erected near South Castle 
Street, between Atherton Street and Thomas Street.

The following papers were read : 
ON THE REMAINS OF SOME OLD BT.OOMERIES FORMERLY EXISTING 

IN LANCASHIRE, PART II, by James Kerr, M.D.

NOTES ON THE VALE OF CLWYD LITERARY, GENEALOGICAL, AND 
ANTIQUARIAN, by Henry Ecroyd Smith.

April Mth, 1873. 

T. T. WILKINSON, F.R.A.S., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. W. T. Watkin.
Four curious 16th and 17th century Tracts, in 4to, viz. :  

" Sorrow for the Sinnes of the Time. A Sermon preached at 
" St. James, on the third Sunday after the Prince his death. 
" By Daniel Price, then Chaplain in attendance." Oxford, Ksl3. 
" The Parliaments Kalender of Black Saints, or a New Dis- 
" covery of Plots and Treasons against our Religion, Laws, 
" and Lives, &c." London, 1044 " The Arraignment of 
" Licentious Liberty and Oppressing Tyranny, in a Sermon 
" preached before the Rt. Hon. House of Peers, in the Abbey 
" Church at Westminster, on the day of their solemn Monethly 
" Fast, Febr. 24, 1646, by Nathanaell Hardy, Mr. of Arts and 
" Preacher to the Parish of Dionis-Back-church." London, 
1647. " The Policie of the Turkish Empire." London, 1597.

By Mr. Jos. Leyland.
An inscription in unknown character, cut out by himself from a 

block of stone in the forest district of Obydos, central South 
America, with sketches of thirteen other designs, chiefly hiero- 
glyphical, and carved on loose boulders of large size, one 
having a circular horizontal fire-place hollowed in it. Near 
some of them, pieces of charcoal were found in the soil, and a 
lozenge-shaped stone, analogous to those found in our British 
tumuli, and supposed to have been used in polishing. A plain 
stone hatchet used by the Indians was shewn, and a tam 
bourine composed of canework, which contains, secured to the 
thicker end, three billets of wood, the rattling of which con 
stituted the music for a dance.
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By J. B. Earwaker, B.A., F.S.A.
1. Two Roman toilet hoxes, very rare, in which the worm and 

screw, by which the lid is affixed, are in perfect order.
2. Handle of a bronze patera.
3. Handle of a bronze vessel.
4. Roman ring fibula.
5. Head of Medusa.
6. Female head, in lead.
7. Bronze fibula, plated with silver or tin.
8. Bronze rings.
9. Part of a Roman speculum or mirror.

10. Bronze object, apparently used for suspending the sword to a 
leathern belt.

11. Two specimens of mail armour in bronze.
All found at Dorchester, a Roman station, near Oxford, 

as turned up by the plough.

By F. J. Bailey, M.R.C.S.

1. A relic of the Royal George, in the form of a snuff-box.
2. A narrative of the loss of that vessel, bound in a portion of 

the wood of the Royal George, and a narrative of the loss of 
the Mary Rose, sunk July 20th, 1554, and raised about 1840.

Mr. Aid. T. T. Wilkinson, F.R.A.S., of Burnley, gave the following 
description of two mtigical charm tablets : 

Towai-ds the close of the last century, two leaden tablets were found 
by William Hawksworth, Esq., iu a tumulus on Gatherley Moor, about 
four miles from Catterick, and on the line of the Roman road. Each 
tablet contains an inscription various cabalistic symbols and on the 
obverse of each is inscribed a magic square, with the names of the 
spirits invoked. An engraving of these tablets, shewing both sides, 
was published shortly after their discovery ; aud another imperfect 
representation of them is given by Dr. Whitaker, in the first volume of 
his History of Richmondshire.

The first tablet contains the following words and signs, deeply cut in 
the metal; those which have suffered from corrosion being enclosed in 
brackets : 

" I do make this that James Phillip John Phillip his son Christopher 
" Phillip and Thomas Phillip his [son] shall flee Richemondshire and 
" nothing [prosper] with any of them [in] Richemondshire."

At the foot of this plate are engraved the cabalistic signs of " The 
" Spirit of the Spirits of the Moon" ; the last symbol being left imper 
fect by the person who manufactured the spell. On the obverse there 
is " The Magic Square of the Moon iu her Compass." It is a square of 
eighty-one compartments, nine on each side, aud the sum of the num 
bers inserted being, either vertically or diagonally = 369. This face
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also contains the names of the Spirits Hasmodai and Schedbarschemoth, 
answering respectively to the " Spirit of the Moon," which corresponds 
to the number 369 ; and to the " Spirit of the Spirits of the Moon," 
which is represented by 369 x 9 = 3321 = the sum of all the num 
bers in the magic square.

The second tablet contains a somewhat different inscription, and is 
as follows: 

" I did make this [that] the [father] James Phillip John Phillip and 
" all the kin of Phillip and all the issue of them shall come [presently] 
" to utter Beggery and nothing Joy [or] Prosper with them [in] 
" Richemondshire."

The two symbols on the first tablet are here repeated, and are move 
perfectly formed. There is also a third symbol added, which indicates 
that the "Spirit of the Moon" has again been invoked. All the 
symbols on the second plate are inverted, as compared with those 
given by barrett in page 144 of his Talismanic Mayic. The obverse 
contains the same magic square of eighty-one numbers, and is signed 
" J. Phillip."

According to writers on Magic, when all these signs and numbers 
are engraven on lead, and the aspects of the Moon are malevolent, 
wherever " the}' shall be buried, it makes the place unfortunate, and 
" also the inhabitants thereabouts. ..... It makes every man
" unfortunate against whom it shall be directly done; making him fly 
" his place of abode, and even his country where it shall he buried." 
(Barrett's Magus, p. 145.) Dr. Whitakcr, in his account of Brignall, 
states that on inquiry it was found that this diabolical charm had a 
curious confirmation in the fate of the Phillips family. On an appli 
cation being made to John Charles Brooke, Esq., Somerset Herald, he 
stated that : " From the Visitation of the County of York, by William 
" Flower, Norroy, A D. 1575, it appears that James Phillips wns then 
" living at Brignall and entered his pedigree ; whence it also appears 
" that he had five sons, John, Richard, Henry, Christopher, and Thomas. 
" James was son of Henry Phillips, of Brignall, by Agnes Aislaby his 
" wife, who had an elder brother Charles; which Charles had two sons, 
" John and Cuthhert. Now, as James is styled ' of Brignall,' though 
" the younger, the most probable account which can be given of the 
" matter is that he had supplanted John, the son of Charles, in his 
" birthright ; who drew down upon him and his family this secret 
" execration. It is observable that Henry, the third son of James, is 
" not included in the curse, of which the most likely reason which can 
" be assigned is that he was then dead. But the anathema denounced 
" against the family must have had its full effect, as these brothers and 
" their children all died without issue." Their estate, which seems to 
have been considerable in Brignall, is now the property of Sir Robert 
Eden, Bart. (Whitaker's Richmondshire, vol. I, pp. 195, G.)

The following paper was read : 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST CHESHIRE, by J. B. Earwaker, B.A., 
F.S.A. The paper was illustrated by a series of Photographs, early 
Maps and Drawings.
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ANNUAL EXCURSION.

The Annual Excursion took place on Tuesday, June 24th, 1873, when 
the Society visited Congleton, Cheshire. The party, numbering 110 
members and friends, including ladies, left Lime Street station at 9-15, 
arriving at Mow Cop, on the North Stafford line, soon after 11 a.m. 
Here about fifty alighted, for the purpose of visiting Old Morton Hall, 
about a mile distant; the rest of the party went forward to Congleton, 
and were rejoined by the first portion in about two hours afterwards. 
At Congleton the Society was received with the most cordial hospitality 
by the Mayor, James Pearson, Esq., the Town Clerk, Mr. J. Wilson, 
and several members of the Corporation. The Mayor granted the free 
use of the Town Hall for dinner, Ac., and afforded other facilities which 
added much to the enjoyment of the party. Dinner was served at half- 
past two, the Rev. Dr. Hume, President, occupying the chair, the 
vice-chairs being filled by Joseph Mayer, F.S.A., one of the Vice-Presi 
dents, and Dr. Buxton, Hon. Secretary of the Society. The Mayor 
and other members of the Corporation, with the Town Clerk and 
Borough Treasurer, were the guests of the Society. After the usual 
loyal toasts, Mr. J. Wilson, Town Clerk, proposed success to the Historic 
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. Mr. Joseph Mayer responded, 
and proposed the health of the writers of local history, coupling with 
the toast the names of Mr. Councillor J. A. Picton, author of Memorials 
of Liverpool, and Mr. J. B. Earwaker, author of the History and 
Antiquities of East Cheshire. These gentlemen having responded, the 
President proposed the health of the Mayor of Congleton, which was 
drunk with great e'ntbusiasm. The Mayor responded, and proposed the 
health of the Mayor and Corporation of Liverpool, which was responded 
to by Mr. Councillor J. A. Picton. The health of the President was 
then drunk, and the toast of the ladies brought the dinner to a close. 
The party afterwards visited Asthury Church, and the beautiful grounds 
of West House, the residence of His Worship the Mayor. The party 
again assembled at the Town Hall for tea, and returned to Liverpool by 
the 7-30 p.m. train, having spent a most enjoyable day, and being 
highly gratified with the hospitable and kind reception accorded to them 
by the Mayor and members of the Corporation of Congleton.


