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By Joseph Clarke, F.S.A. 

(BEAD JANUA.BY OTH, 1873.)

IN an immense miscellaneous collection of primeval and 
mediaeval antiquities and later objects of vertu in almost 
every class, such as that -which has been acquired by the 
town of Liverpool, through the munificence of the late 
retired President of the Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, there must necessarily be many things, especially 
of a minor description, and unpretending in appearance, 
among such an overwhelming phalanx of objects filched from 
" hoar antiquity," and mediaeval and more modern gems of 
art, which stand but a poor chance of even a passing glance, 
though they may be very interesting in connection with the 
localities whence they were derived, and worthy of being 
pointed out ; and such is the object of this short notice with 
regard to some stray articles from the county of Essex which 
have found their way, it would be difficult to divine how, into 
that noble receptacle.

I commence with reliques from Colchester and from Mark's 
Tey, three miles distant, now so totally dissevered from their 
own locality, that the wonder is how they came there. 
Palpable proofs of the existence of long occupation by the 
Romans at Camulodunum (Colchester) are almost of daily
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occurrence, and enough have been exhumed to have formed 
the finest collection of any in the kingdom ; for the antiquary, 
in his travels through the length and breadth of tho land, 
will be continually coming upon some memento of ancient 
Camulodunum. Objects of antiquity have always been 
plentiful at Colchester as salmon at Newcastle ; but like the 
latter, they have only been esteemed for their commercial 
value. A Hudibrastic motto seems to have been adopted : 

What is the worth of any thing, 
But as much money as 'twill bring?

A little better spirit seems now to prevail ; a few valuable 
specimens illustrative of ancient occupation are preserved 
and taken care of in a public museum, amongst which is a 
fine collection of bronzes, presented by the late Mr. Vint; 
and the unique inscribed earthen vase, representing a combat 
with a bear, a gladiatorial contest, and a hunting scene, 
described in Mr. Roach Smith's Collectanea Antiqua, Vol. 
IV, has found a repository there, through the liberal spirit 
of the late Mr. John Taylor. A beautiful cup of glass, 
with charioteers in relief, with the names over each competitor, 
found there, was lately allowed to pass into the British 
Museum.

The objects from the above locality which I wish to point 
out, and which are depicted upon the accompanying plates, 
are : 
Fig. ]. Portion of a thick circular bronze ornament, shewing 

its coppery composition on its projecting parts, in the 
absence of the principal part containing the centre : it is 
in vain to speculate upon what could have been its use. 

Fig. 2 is more easily defined ; it is a bronze clasp, probably 
to a child's belt, and may have been rivetted upon 
leather ; the pattern is nicely cut. 

Fig. 3 is of bronze ;' use indefinite.
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Fig. 1 is a piece of copper, part of some engraved ornament. 
Fig. 5 is the handle and principal part of a key, the wards

broken off; beautifully patinated. 
Fig. 6. Small bunches of ladies' accessories to the toilet,

such as ear and tooth picks, tweezers, small keys, &c.,
have occasionally been found, and this was possibly one
of such articles. 

Figs. 7 and 8. Two studs of bronze, back and section of
each, one circular, the other of the square form. 

Fig. 9. A double-shanked stud in bronze, elongated, with
ornamental ends and facets. 

Fig. 10. Earring of silver.
Fig. 11. May be a stylus, flat, but rounded to a point. 
Fig. 12. Bronze fibula, circular disc, with eyelet in centre,

and four others at the quarters. 
Fig. 13. Nicely ornamented bronze fibula, marked with eight

eyelets on the projecting front. 
Fig. 14. Part of a bronze fibula, much ornamented, with a

raised ridge in the centre ; it has been silvered, but is
now so dimmed as to look like lead; the pin is of
bronze. 

Fig. 15. A fibula of bronze, well patinated ; from the rust on
the top the pin was probably iron. 

Figs. 10, 17, 18. Three ordinary fibulae of bronze, very
protuberant in front, as seen by the drawing ; each is
indented with the herring-bone pattern. 

Fig. 19. A deeply-cut fibula of bronze, with a portion of
thick silvering remaining.

Fig. 20. A handsome bronze fibula, of excellent workmanship. 
Fig. 21. Nicely patinated fibula, deeply cut. 
Fig. 22. Twisted after the manner of a tore, with duck's

head terminations; probably a miniature tore or a
child's armilla.
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Fig. 23. Portion of a finger ring in bronze, silvered; .the 
cavities may have been adorned with precious stones.

Fig. 24. Two portions of an armlet, ornamented with the 
eyelet pattern.

Fig. 25. A dove as a fibula, the silvering still remaining upon 
it. The ancients were very partial to fabricating their 
ornaments in form of birds, animals, and fishes, and 
even reptiles came in for their share. Among Lady 
Londesborough's gatherings, there is a lion as a fibula, 
and another of gold has ten heads of birds surrounding 
it ; and in Mr. C. R. Smith's Collectanea and other 
antiquarian publications, may be found very numerous 
representations. Of more modern date is the splendid 
peacock on Tippoo Sahib's ring, in the celebrated Bray- 
brooke Collection. I would here wish to point out a 
perfect gem in the Saxon department, of the Mayer 
Collection. It is a pendent ornament of gold, set with 
coloured gems, almost in its pristine beauty, on which 
its fabricator has expended a considerable amount 
of ingenuity. Suspended from its upper loop, it is 
the head and neck of a parrot; but like medals and 
crockery of the passing age, turned the other way up 
represented a different face; so this, turned up, would be 
the head of an owl. (See chromo-lithograph.j

Fig. 26. A buckle in bronze, minus its tongue, or it may have 
been the ornamented handle to a cofler.

Figs. 27 and 28. Ornaments for which no definite purpose 
can be assigned.

Fig. 29. Fibula, the lower part shewing that it has been well 
silvered ; the upper part deeply cut, leaving the ridges 
very prominent.

Fig. 30. Thin bronze, evidently the corner of (probably a 
wooden) box.
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Fig. 31. A slightly conical bronze tube, with an attempt at
ornamentation.

Fig. 32. An ornament or a hasp ; nothing definite. 
Figs. 33 and 34. Front and back of a small bronze case, 

containing slight portions of hair ; it may have been 
been the receptacle of a very little hair comb. 

Fig. 35. Diminutive three-quarter feminine figure in bronze. 
Children's toys and miniature vessels and ornaments 
have not unfrequently been found in Roman cemeteries, 
and this may have been the handle of a child's knife. 
An object in bone very similar to this will be seen in a 
case in the museum, containing a doll and other toys 
found at Cologne. Several instances may be adduced, 
as a dog after a hare, from Reculver, and another from 
Hadstock ; and in Mr. Roach Smith's Museum, in 
Liverpool Street, London, was a bronze handle, a youthful 
figure, and from its attitude was pronounced to be a 
charioteer, which appears to have been a favourite subject 
with the Romans, as the little bronze statuette found at 
Harlow, Essex, will testify. It represents a youth in the 
attitude of that particular vocation, evidently going at a 
rapid rate, from the flowing and parting of the garments 
by the wind. (See the plate.}

The beautiful tessellated pavements of Woodchester, Ciren- 
cester, Pittrnead, East Coker and many more, make manifest 
the love of the Romans for the depiction of animal life, while 
those at Thruxton, Bramdean and others exhibit human 
figures only.

Deserving of a passing notice are two of the least attractive 
objects in the glorious case of Ivories in the Mayer Collection. 
Many speculations upon them have been hazarded from time 
to time ; among others, that they may have formed pieces in 
some game analogous to that of chess of the present day.

T2
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They are small and nearly square pieces of ivory or bane, 
the front part sculptured into what are evidently intended for 
sphinxes; the heads are flat for the coffer to rest upon, the 
wings are hovered or uplifted, and continue round each side ; 
they are alike, with the exception of one being somewhat 
narrower than the other ; height an inch and a quarter, and 
the breadth being about or under an inch. The hair is 
curling, the face of each is well executed, the vest part rudely 
cut, the breasts are rude and irregular, and the legs, which 
look like four, start out immediately beneath them. They 
are stated to have come from Cumse, and a discovery of other 
reliques at Cuinae has thrown the proper light upon what 
these little articles really are. The remains of a Roman 
lady's toilet casket were exhumed ; and though time had 
reduced the more perishable portions of it to dust, yet what 
remained, by the aid of paintings of a similar cabinet on the 
walls of Pompeii, enabled its fortunate and ingenious finder 
to restore it to its original form. This receptacle for the 
requirements of high civilization was of wood, surmounted 
and ornamented with ivory. Many of what had been its 
contents were nearly entire; the gold ring, brooches, orna 
ment for the head, comb, (very much like a modern small 
toothed comb,) hair pins, and (oh vanity !) an ivory box with 
the vermilion still in it. Industry was not altogether uncared 
for, as a spindle-whorl was among its contents. The bronze 
handle only of the mirror could be preserved; the mirror 
itself, which might have reflected the bright eyes and glowing 
beauty of a belle of the sunny south, was in fragments. The 
front of the casket was ornamented with four female ivory 
figures in relief, possibly intended for Amorini (?) and the little 
objects of this notice were two of the four feet belonging to 
a similar casket.

In such a mass of accumulated specimens of ancient art
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which form part of the Mayer Collection, many things liable 
to escape casual notice would, if their history were known, 
be of interest to the antiquary ; and I would point out a few 
specimens strayed from the county of Essex, and which 
formed part of a large discovery of those hitherto puzzling 
deposits of bronze implements, which have in so many scores 
of instances been hit upon when the moving of land to an 
unaccustomed depth has taken place. From their being sur 
rounded by stones with black ashes among them, they had 
been considered the furnaces of the fabricators of these 
implements, probably in the depth of a wood, and what helped 
to encourage this notion was, that all or nearly all these 
weapons were more or less mutilated and broken ; but what 
militated sadly against this theory was, the numerous hoards 
that had been discovered to which the original craftsman 
never returned. The articles of the first deposit alluded to 
above, found at Braintree, amount, by report, to three, and 
some broken celts ; possibly more. They consist of a celt of 
ordinary form ; and a curious and uncommon round ball of 
copper about two inches in diameter, which suggests the idea of 
being a projectile from a catapult, but the value of the metal 
would almost preclude this purpose for it: it would be idle to 
speculate for what other use it could have been intended. 

Far more interesting still is a piece of bronze which I think 
can be no other than part of the spoke of a bronze chariot 
wheel; another article is a piece of rough unused metal such as 
is in most instances found with these accumulated fragments. 
In Essex alone many of these furnaces have been brought to 
light, amongst other places at Chishall, Fifield, Elmdon, 
Danbury, and Wenden ; and this brings me to the latest dis 
covery, a month or two ago, at Arkesden in that county. It 
was made during the process of land-draining by the workmen 
employed, each of whom appropriated some portion of the
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articles found, some were taken to the plumber of the village, 
but owing to a new law which prohibits the purchase of less 
than fifty-six pounds of metal, a refusal to buy was the con 
sequence. A few of them came to me (those on PI. la), and 
I shewed them to a friend, Charles Karwardine Probert, Esq., 
who stole a march upon me and obtained as many of the 
remainder as could be found, which were the larger portion, 
and are those depicted on Plates Ila and Ilia. The wife of 
the labourer from whom he procured them was so prevaricating 
(lying, he said) that but little dependence could be placed 
upon her as to their exact position or the place where they 
were found, doubtless it was wished to be kept secret, and the 
only information that could be got respecting them was, that 
about two feet below the surface was a hole containing bronze 
implements and ashes, it was about the shape of a pail and 
was surrounded with pebble-stones, i.e., boulders. The part 
of ihis collection that I procured, all in bronze, as indeed the 
whole were, consist of three celts of the ordinary kind, and 
the lower part of another of very bright metal; a part of 
what must have been a broad large dagger, very much bent as 
if for destruction ; the middle portion of a strongly made 
sword blade, with stout rib in the middle to increase its 
efficacy; a striated spear-head of thin metal and very beau 
tiful construction ; and two pieces of honey-combed rough 
metal.

The remainder, those depicted on Plates Ila and Ilia are, 
thirteen 'celts of the ordinary make, for the insertion of round 
staves. They vary in size and in length from two inches to 
three and a half, and are all strongly made. One of them 
exhibits raised ribs ; two others are elongated to six inches in 
length, and are much more slender in'their make, and are of 
that kind that would require cleft sticks for handles and with 
clips or wings to secure them ; and one other celt, also for a
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cleft handle, which could only be secured by being bound on 
with a thong ; this last one has raised rib ornamentations. 
A spear head, with its point broken off; a celt mould, very 
perfect, except wanting its core, for casting the common sort 
of implements; and a large brass ring, of the sort which 
antiquaries believe to have been occasionally substituted for 
money. The unused pieces of metal, as far as I have seen 
them, though differing in size from as large as the palm of a 
moderate hand to the smaller bulk of a walnut, have always 
been very similar in fabric, like a very coarse sponge, with no 
marks of a tool upon them, but broken into lumps of different 
dimensions, which would lead to the supposition that they 
were either imported or smelted and amalgamated at some 
general foundry ; and this is rendered more likely from the 
even quality of the metal of which the celts are made 
wherever they are found. The composition of the metal is 
copper and tin; as Britain in early times was the site of mines 
of this latter metal, from which the Phoenicians, who were the 
traders of the world at that period, obtained their supplies. 
It was emphatically the laud of tin (may it ever remain so !), 
and there can be no mystery where it was procured ; but it 
has hitherto been not so clear where the copper was found, as 
there is no .record of any early mines. Pliny says copper 
was imported into Britain ; but what would militate against 
this is, that at irregular periods during two centuries, as many 
as nine cakes of rough copper, varying in weight from thirty 
to nearly fifty pounds, have been exhumed in Anglesey the 
last three as late as 1871. Two of the nine bear unmis 
takably a Roman impress, one in a circular stamp with raised 
letters " IVLS," the other having the inscription " SOCIO 
" ROM^E ;" and it is conjectured that the mines from which 
these cakes were extracted may have been previously worked 
by the ancient Britons. (See Archaological Journal, March, 
1878.)
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More than half a hundred weight of rough lumps were 
offered me some two years ago, found at Ash don in Essex ; 
but as no implements were found or offered with them, T saw 
no reason to covet the lot, and declined it. The place of its 
burial was near the celebrated tumuli called Bartlow-hills, and 
very near which the foundations of an extensive Roman house 
were laid open. A large brass coin of the Emperor Hadrian, 
so defaced as hardly to be made out, and a ring, were found 
among the bronze implements at Elmdon. (Plate IVa.) The 
coin would indicate that the deposit was made coeval with or 
after the time of Hadrian, and it opens up another suggestion 
that worn-out coins were made use of by the fabricators of 
bronze implements, and were of no more value, weight for 
weight, than the metal itself. Defaced coins have been found 
under similar circumstances in other places. At Elmdon 
three of the -celts are said to have been perfect, probably 
newly cast. Not one of the implements at the Arkesden dis 
covery would fit the mould which was there found, nor has 
any core to a mould ever come under my notice; possibly they 
may have been of clay. The use of swords, daggers, and 
spear-heads can easily be accounted for as weapons of war, 
and were doubtless used also in the chase of the wild animals 
at that early period roving in the forests of this island ; but 
the celts, the form of which seems to have existed through 
many centuries, conjecture was long at a loss to assign any 
particular use for ; but it is quite clear that they were acces 
sories to weapons of war. As spuds were used by the Roman 
soldiers in undermining walls of the enemy and in moving 
the heavy materials of fortifications, as pickaxes and crow 
bars were subsequently, until the invention of gunpowder 
superseded these less powerful appliances, we must also be 
content to believe that they were utilized in any other way 
they would answer for, such as gardening and even agricul-
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ture, and the obtuseness of their edges may be accounted for 
by the brittleness of the metal. That rivets were well known 
to the Romans is exemplified by a nondescript object in the 
Elmdon plate. It will be seen that there are two rivet-holes 
through it; but of all the celts that have come under my 
notice, I have never in a single instance observed a rivet-hole ; 
and this would lead to the supposition that they never were 
permanently fastened to a staff or handle, but were forced on 
and made secure by a thong through the loop. The rough 
and strong use to which these palstaves were put, would cause 
them frequently to require new handles, probably from fresh- 
cut wood, which would render it an extremely inconvenient 
and troublesome process if a rivet was used. Another use 
for the loop would be to suspend it ; for in their march, 
possibly, the Roman soldiers did not encumber themselves 
with the staves, but trusted to the then woodland country to 
find them when wanted, and this may account for so much 
rough metal and so many damaged implements left for our 
discovery. With respect to the various hoards of numerous 
implements which have turned up in different localities, in 
a state of transition from worn-out to new, and their approxi 
mation to the situation of well-known Roman camps, the 
safest opinion to adhere to is, that they were the forges of 
itinerant armourers, and were probably situated in or near a 
wood, as a great deal of charcoal (coal being then unknown) 
would be required to melt the metal, which process might 
have been a secret.*

* Celt-moulds are of uncommon occurrence, which may be explained by their 
having been taken away, as of too much value to leave, by the constructors of 
the celts when they migrated to another legion or visited another camp. In 
the celebrated Braybrooke museum of antiquities at Audley-eud, there are two 
odd halves of moulds of the elongated celt, not hollow for a handle, which were 
purchased by the then Honourable Richard Cornwallis Neville, at the Bucking 
ham sale. They were found at Stowe Heath. The two halves which correspond 
to the above are in the British museum.
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The frequent discovery of hoards of celts, with lumps of metal 
and broken swords and implements, is remarkable ; and quite 
recently, even while this is going to the printer's, one hoard 
has been turned up in cutting a branch of the South Western 
railway near Hythe in Kent, which has fallen into the hands 
of the mayor, Mr. H. B. Mackeson, F.G.S. Another has 
been acquired by Mr. John Evans, F.R.S., from near the 
coast between Faversham and Sheppy, which deposit contained 
moulds. A third has been secured for the collection of 
Mr. Humphrey Wickam of Strood, who has done much 
towards the preservation of the antiquities of his district. 
This deposit was found at All Hallows, in the hundred of 
Hoo, Kent, by some labourers making a drain, and consisted 
of celts, gouges, a chisel, portions of three swords, a small 
javelin head, and lumps of metal, and were said to have been 
deposited in an urn ; and traces of a framework of oak, 
twelve feet square, were observable, indicating a hut, but this 
was probably of more recent date, and might have been the 
temporary habitation of a smuggler. This last-mentioned find 
corresponds very closely with a fourth, also belonging to Kent, 
which bus been published. I refer to the accessible account 
in Mr. Roach Smith's Collectanea Antiqua, Vol. I, p. 101, 
and to the engravings there given, of which the broken sword 
is as nearly as possible tafac simile of that from All Hallows. 
This deposit was found near the Saxon cemetery at Sitting- 
bourne in two urns " one urn contained four celts and one 
" gouge, in bronze or bell metal, with about thirty pounds 
" weight of copper in lumps, quite pure. The urn dropped 
" to pieces, but near it were found sundry fragments of the 
" rudest kind, ornamented with irregularly scratched parallel 
" lines. In the other was a bronze dagger, twelve and a half 
" inches in length, but broken in two pieces ; and six rings 
" of bronze, graduating from one and a half to two and a
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" quarter inches in diameter." In the same volume are also 
figured twelve examples of celts, gouges, and other imple 
ments, found near Attlehorough, in Norfolk. Mr. Roach 
Smith has been fortunate in obtaining so good an account of 
the Sittingbourne discovery ; for it is greatly to be regretted 
that at scarcely any of these unearthings has any person 
been present competent to give a proper description of the 
position of the place of hiding, or even of the number of the 
articles found. It mostly fulls to the lot of labourers to be 
the discoverers ; and the articles being of a saleable metal, 
they are often divided and so distributed, when no precise or 
even reliable information can be obtained. Therefore on the 
hint of a finding, the antiquary is obliged to ascertain the 
locality, to forage for the articles found, and to gain as much 
of their history as he can, always vague, and generally very 
unsatisfactory.

After considering much about the several discoveries of 
celts that I have become acquainted with, I have come to the 
conclusion that the most probable supposition is, that they 
were the smelting places of itinerants, not in the general 
acceptation of the word, but travelling fabricators from cnmp 
to camp ; and what has led to this turn of thought is, that 
scarcely ever, as far as I can learn, have any but broken or 
badly-constructed weapons and implements and rough metal 
been found in these deposits. If a new celt, it has been of 
an inferior pattern ; if a celt-mould, a badly-formed or im 
perfect one ; and no core for forming the interior has ever 
been unearthed, or crucible been brought to light. Whether 
the Romans understood the use of the file, or not, I do not 
pretend to know ; but tools they must have had to finish off 
their work and shape and sharpen from the rude casting, and 
it is worthy of remark, that these are always absent. The de 
duction is, that they were carried by their owners from place to
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place (forge to forge) leaving only such rough and broken 
metal as would be an incumbrance to them in their journey 
over what must have been then a toilsome road, and trusting 
for a supply to the discarded implements to be met with in 
the next camp, and that might be a reason why these small 
hoards of rough metal and useless weapons -were not again 
sought after, especially as the use of iron was becoming 
known, against which the softer bronze could not retain its 
supremacy.


