
THE FEE OF MAKERFIELD. 

PART II.

By William Keamoul, ESI/. 

(READ -20x1! MARCH, 1878.)

ON ft former occasion, when 1 had the honour of reading 
before this Society a paper on the above title, I intimated 
that I might on some other occasion, if I had time utid you 
had patience, be led to continue the subject. In my former 
paper 1 trailed the Barons of Newton through the successive 
lines of the B aim at res and Langtons, and ended it when, the 
latter family becoming extinct by the death of the last 
Sir Thomas Ltinglon, Newton was to pass into another 
family. Before resuming my notice of the new barons, I am 
desirous to give a short account of some of the masters and 
scholars of a school which was founded at Winwick, within 
the Fee of Makerfu-ld, shortly before the Reformation. At 
the period of the Domesday survey, the whole of the town 
ship of Winwick was the glebe of the church ; and when the 
patronage of the living passed, as it soon afterwards did, to 
the prior and canons of Nostell, they seem to have set apart 
about an acre of bind near the church, where they built a 
honse for such of their body as they might send to serve the 
church. In the year 1482 the prior and canons, who were 
always poor (panpertale ft drprexxione c'iw/iatientf*J t* sold 
i he living to Sir John Stanley, subject to an annual payment 
of 100s., but I suppose they reserved the site of the vicarage ; 
and that after the dissolution of the religious houses, this was

* .IrehbUhof Oray'i Rtg., Snrirn Hocirtt, p. 4.
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purchaser! hy Gaven, Gowther, or Gualter a Legh, of whose 
curious will a copy may be seen in the Lancashire Chantries.* 
Gualter built a grammar school upon it, and endowed it with 
ten pounds a year. In digging a grave in the church yard in 
1817, a plate of beaten copper was turned up, which had the 
following Hebrew inscription upon it 

 un j»n
-nab

which has been road hy competent scholars to mean " A 
" building raised to learning in 1000." It is probable that 
this inscription once adorned the front of some restoration of % 
Gualter a I egh's school. Of the early masters and scholars 
of the school we have no account; but the school received a 
new impulse when it was rebuilt in the next century, and this 
new inscription was placed upon it " This howse was builte 
" by Sir Peter Logh ktiight upon his owne charges in this 
" yore of our Lord I01H to be a schoole howse for ever for 
" the free aohoole of VVinwicke founded by Gualter Legh 
" esquire great uncle of the said Sir Peter which Gualter gave 
" I0£ of ycrly rent for the perpetual maintenance of the said 
" schoole and the said Sir Peter hath augmented the samt- 
"with IfU- per annum mor which he hath assured to lie 
" yearlye payile to the same free schoole for ever for his y.enl 
" to God's glorye and his love to the parish of Winwickr and 
" common good of the countrey."

From this time, or a little before, we begin to have notices 
of some of the masters and scholars of the school wh<> 
deserve remembrance. Richard Mather, one of the first of 
these scholars, was the son of Thomas and Margaret Mather 
of Lowton, and was born in the year 1590. Having received

  Chetliun Society,



57

his education in the school, he removed in 1612, when he 
w-as fifteen, to take charge of a public school in Toxteth 
Park, which, very different from what it is now, was then 
iv small rural village separate from Liverpool; and from 
thence, on 9th May, 1618, he went to Oxford, and entered 
himself of Brazeuose College. After a delay of several 
years, during which it is believed that he obtained a degree, 
he returned to Toxteth Park, and resumed his old school. 
In 1020 he was ordained by Morion bishop of Chester, 
who, though well known to be opposed to the Puritans, 
received him very kindly, and after the ordination, asked to 
be remembered by him in his prayers. After a time ho fell 
under the notice of the hunters for Puritans, and in 1(138 
was suspended for nonconformity. He was afterwards re 
stored, and again suspended. Upon this, feeling himself in 
some dftnger, he determined to join the Pilgrim Fathers in 
New England ; and with that view he left Liverpool on the 
Iftth April, reached \Vnrrington the next day, and Bristol on 
the 23rd, having had, us his journnl tolls us, "a heullhy, safe, 
" and prosperous journey all the way (blessed be the name of 
" the Lord God tor the same), taking but easy journeys 
" because of the women and footmen, and dispatching 11!) or 
" I'-iO miles in seven days." A note added by his grandson 
to the journal to the effect that he used to change his apparel 
to'avoid the pursuivants who were in pursuit of him, is hardly 
consistent with his account of the safety of the journey. He 
reached Boston on 17th August, I6:<0, and settled as a 
preacher at Dorchester. He died at Windsor in Connecticut, 
on 2'lnd April, 1069, if he can be said to have died, who was 
the father of Increase Miuhor, the grandfather of Cotton 
Mat her, and the ancestor of a numerous line of descendant 
who have deservedly made themselves a name on both sides 
of the Atlantic, among whom was Nathaniel Mather, who has 
been honoured with a beautiful Lntin epitaph by Dr. Watts.
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After his settlement in America he pursued his ministerial 
vocation, and sent several controversial and religious works 
to be printed in England. In HUO, however, in conjunction 
with two others, he made and published in America a book, 
printed by Daye and which was the first book ever printed 
there a translation of the Psalms ; the following extract from 
which, taken from thn 137th Psalm, shews that, if he was 
skilled in divinity, he was not skilled in poetry.

The Lord's song sing can wee, being
In stranger's land? then let 

Lose her skill my right hand if
Jerusalem I forgot. 

Lot cleave my tongue my pallnto on
If mind then doe not I ; 

If chiefo joys o'er, f prize not more
 lerusalem my joy *

If Mil the r translated the Psalms from the Hebrew, the 
original inscription on the school may have been one of his 
juvenile efforts in that language.

While Hit-hard Mntlier was teaching at Toxtetli, after his 
return from Oxford, there was horn in Dingle I,one. in that 
village one whose great gifts of mind, and the use he made of 
them, have made him deservedly famous, Jeremiah llorrox.who 
was horn in I (i I i) ; and who after receiving his early training 
in the village school, was sent in his fourteenth year to Cam 
bridge, and there entered as a si/ar at Kmmanuol College, on 
the 18th May, 16:12. Feeling, lit says, that nothing could 
be nobler than con turn plating the manifold wisdom of the 
Creator nmid the profusion of his works, he became fired with 
an enthusiastic desire to emulate the labours of the great 
astronomers. Truly was it said of him " il etait jeune et 
" enthousiaste, mais oeite jeunesse el oelte enthousiasmc 
 ' annoucaient un hotnme vraiment distingue." lie solved 
numbers of astronomical problems, and made many discoveries 
which have proved of great use to his successors. On re-
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turning from Cambridge he took holy orders and became 
Curate of Hoole ; tuid in 1639, when he was not yet twenty- 
one, he predicted against Kepler, for whom he entertained « 
great respect, that Venus would pass across the sun, on 
Sunday the 'xJ4th of November in that year, and that the 
transit would commence about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
when he determined to watch it. Lest there should havp 
been any miscalculation in his figures, lie commenced his 
observations on the preceding day, by admitting the sun's* 
image to pass through a telescope, and to fall upon a white 
disc placed in a dark room. Nothing having occurred on 
that day, he resumed his watch the following morning until 
the hour arrived for divine service, when after noting that lie 
must now attend to higher duties " ad majora avocatus <iuee 
" utique ob hffle parerga non deouit" he it-paired to his 
church. But the service ended, he returned to stand sentry 
over the disc, and at about a quarter pnst three, almost the 
very minute he had fixed, he saw, with what gladness we may 
conceive, the planet commence her march across the sun ; 
and he watched her until darkness came on and put im end 
to the scene. . But the prophet had seen his prediction 
accomplished, and secured to himself the distinguished 
honour of-having been the first to observe the transit of 
Venus.

To the great loss of science the young philosopher died on 
the 3rd January, 1041 ; and although this account of him is 
not strictly connected with my subject, t cannot but think 
that his being born of parents who knew the " res angusta 
" ilomi" in the immediate neighbourhood of the village 
school, his devout Inune of mind, and his being sent to 
Kmmanuel, which was then known as a puritan college, 
render ii probable thni he had owed bin early training to 

Richard Maiher.
We do not know the nwr.e of Hichard Mather's school-
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master at Winwick; but in 1617, John Howe, another 
scholar of that school, and like him a divine when he was 
admitted a sizar of Christ's College, Cambridge, is expressly 
said to have been prepared for it by Mr. Gorse, the master of 
Winwick School. Howe, who was born at Loughborough, 
spent his boyhood and his schoolboy days at Wiuwick, and 
left it for Cambridge when he was seventeen. In 1648 he 
removed to Oxford, where he was at first bible clerk of 
Urazenose, and afterwards Fellow and Chaplain of Magdalen 
College. After a time he became chaplain to Cromwell, but 
he did not fear the face of man ; and when he was told that 
he had lost the Protector's favour, his answer was " I have 
" discharged a duty, and can trust the issue with God." But 
though he was Cromwell's chaplain he hud a catholic spirit, 
and loved good men ; and Fuller, when he was to appear before 
the triers, appealed to him. " You see, sir, I am a some- 
" what corpulent man, and am to go through a very strait 
" passage ; I beg you to bo so good as to give me a shove 
" and help me through : " and Howe, the Protector's chaplain, 
enabled the royalist preacher to satisfy the examiners without 
crossing his conscience. Howe, who was ordained at Win 
wick in 1052, after the Presbyterian manner, used to say that 
there were few men whose ordination had been so truly 
primitive as liis ; for that he had boon devoted to his work by 
a primitive bishop and his presbytery. Howe long survived 
(lie restoration, and was an active and laborious minister, 
who wrote much and lived as he wrote. His sermon preached 
before liichard Cromwell's last parliament, was on man's duty 
in glorifying God.

Whether any tradition of Horrox's wonderful attainment* 
in mathematics had inspired Mr. Gorse's successors at 
Winwick with emulation, we do not know ; but the Reverend 
Robert \Vright, one of them, fancied he had discovered, what 
was then a desideratum, the mode of finding the longitude at
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sea ; and he wrote to the poet Byrom in 1725 to bring his 
invention before Sir Isaac Newton. Nothing came of this 
discovery, for which Sir Isaac had so many claimants, that it 
is said his servant had instructions to ask all strangers if 
they came about the longitude, and then to say 

" As it's about the longitude you come, 
My answer is, Sir Isaac's not at home."

The Winwick schoolmaster's attempt, however, which long 
lingered about the place, obtained for him the name of 
Latitude Wright.

After this account of Wiuwick School, we return to our 
more immediate subject, the Barons of Newton.

Sir Richard Fleetwood, the first baronet of his house, who, 
on the death of the last Sir Thomas Langton, became Baron 
of Newton, succeeded to the property under the settlement of 
4 and 5 Philip and Mary (1558) and the more recent settle 
ment of 1594. He was of Cnlwich, in Staffordshire, and was 
the grandson of John Fleetwood, esquire, who had married 
Johanna, the daughter of Sir Thomas Langton, the settler of 
1558. Sir Richard was a descendant of the Flectwoods, who 
purchased Penwortham, after the dissolution of the monasteries, 
and who, for many generations, made it their residence. In 
their old house there may still be seen many of their family 
portraits, on which, as well as on their escutcheons of arms 
in the church, " party per pule nebule, azure and or, six 
" martlets counterchanged," may be read their misanthropical 
family motto " Homo homini lupus,"* of which the original 
is to bu found in Plautus and, in a somewhat altered form, in 
Erasmus also, and which the wolf, the family crest, very 
probably suggested. Their house at Calwich (which was 
another monastic property, purchased by John Fleetwood 
from King Henry VIII) has long since, like Penwortham,

  Whit. RicUm. II, 420.
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passed out of the family. After they had sold it, Calwich 
became a place of historic interest, in consequence of its 
being the resort of many persons of genius in the last century. 
Dr. Johnson and Dr. Darwin were both visitors there; Handel, 
the prince of composers, wrote there some of his music, and 
chose an organ for the house; Housseau visited it from 
Wooton Hall; and Mrs. Delany, the memoir-writer, a relation 
of the Granvilles, who owned Calwich, is known to have 
frequently visited them there.

In the first parliament of King James's reign, Sir Richard 
Fleetwood, the new Baron of Newton, nominated Sir John 
Luke and Richard Ashton, a gentleman-usher to the Earl of 
Derby, to represent the borough in parliament; and these 
gentlemen were probably in the House and heard the monarch 
deliver his first speech, which, the historian says, few produc 
tions of that age, either in style or matter, ever surpassed.* 
In the next parliament, which the king who, it is said, took 
physic and called parliaments both alike, only for mere need, 
and cared not how short a time either of them lasted did not 
convene until 1614, Newton was represented by Sir Miles 
P'leetwood and Sir Thomas Gerard, knights, one of them a 
member of the patron's family, and the other a near neighbour 
of the borough, who has been mentioned before. Sir Thomas, 
the son of that Sir Thomas Gerard who gave evidence against 
the Earl of Arundel.t lived at Bryn, and was said to be a 
great recusant, which brought him into trouble. Two of his 
maid-servants, who were washing clothes, were overheard 
talking of the brave times there would shortly be for their 
religion. In consequence of this gossip, search was made for 
Sir Thomas, very soon after he had been chosen burgess for 
Newton ; and when he could not be found in London, a 
warrant was sent to Mr. Holland, the Sheriff' of Lancashire,

  Hume'i Iliit. Eng., ri, 16. t Browne't Life of Quern Slitabeth.
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who Look him aud lodged him iu prison.* lu this parliament 
the king having advanced the unconstitutional doctrine that 
he might levy customs and impositions by the mere authority 
of his prerogative, the House had the spirit to resist so arbi 
trary a principle, and a dissolution was the result. What was 
the king's notion on the subject is aptly illustrated by a story 
qf Waller's, who says that he once heard the king, at dinner, 
ask Neilu aud Andrews, two of his bishops, whether he might 
not lake the subjects' money when he needed it, without the 
aid of parliament; to which Neile, a too-complaisant courtier, 
replied " Heaven forbid ; for you are the breath of our 
" nostrils." Andrews would have declined answering, saying 
he was not skilled in parliamentary cases; but upon the 
king's further urging him, he said pleasantly " Why, then, 
" I think your mitjesty may lawfully take my brother Neile's 
" money, for he offers it."

All other expedients for raising money having failed, the 
king, in the year 1620, was oiu-o more compelled to call a 
parliament, when Sir George Wright and Richard Kippax, 
esquire, who, on this occasion, are expressly said to be nomi 
nated by the Baron of Newton, antteumi Kicatdi Fleelwood 
baronetti domini i-illa, became the represenlatives of Newton. 
This, however, was the last time its representatives were so 
nominated ; for ever after the franchise became vested in, and 
was exercised by all persons who possessed freehold estates 
within the borough, of the value of forty shillings a year.

It was ever ebb aud never full tide in the king's exchequer, 
aud, taking up Falstaff's complaint, he might fairly have said 
" I can get no remedy against thin consumption of the purse; 
" borrowing only lingers and lingers it out, but the disease is 
*' incurable." He, like his predecessor, had tried privy seals 
in vain, and he had also had recourse to those loans, miscalled

  Court and Timet of Cktirltt I, p. 68.
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benevolences, for the money so obtained was anything but 
willingly lent. One Barnes, a citizen of London, having 
refused one of these benevolences, the Treasurer sent him 
word that he must immediately prepare himself to carry by 
post a dispatch into Ireland ; whereupon he was glad to make 
his peace by paying ouo hundred pounds.*

In 1G24 the king, in his extremity, being driven to call 
another parliament, Thomas Chernock, esquire, and Edmund 
Braes, gentleman, were the burgesses elected to sit for Newton. 
The former of these members was of the ancient family of 
Chernock, who were ruined by adhering to the king in the 
wars of the next reign.t His colleague was a neighbour of 
the Fleetwoods, at Cuerden, who witnessed and attested many 
of their family deeds.

Sir Richard Fleetwood, on the marriage of his eldest sou, 
Thomas, with Gertrude, the daughter of Thomas Eyre, esquire, 
on 28th February, 1 Car. I, executed a deed, by which he 
settled the barony, manor, and borough of Newton, with its 
lands and hereditaments, on his said son Thomas, for life, 
with remainder to his first and other sons successively in tail 
male. In this settlement Sir Richard, besides his eldest son, 
mentions also his sons, Richard, William, Robert, and Henry, 
and his daughters, Mary, Elizabeth, and Dorothy.

King James I having died on the '1 7th March, 1625,1118 
successor, Charles I, soon afterwards summoned a parliament, 
which first met in London, but was afterwards, in consequence 
of the plague, adjourned to Oxford, where the plague having 
also appeared, it was soon afterwards dissolved. To this 
parliament the burgesses scut from Newton were Sir Miles 
Fleetwood and Sir Henry Edwards, knights. After having 
been intermitted for some time, parliaments now became more 
frequent. The last parliament had proved parsimonious, and
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had granted the king so poor a supply, that he was soon 
afterwards obliged to call another, when the same two knights 
were again sent up to represent Newton ; but this parliament 
proving refractory, like the last, it was dissolved alter it had 
sat only a few mouths. It seemed, however, as if a parliament 
was one of those things which could neither be done with 
nor without, for in 1G28 the king again summoned his 
Commons to meet, and on this occasion Newton made choice 
of Sir Henry Holcroft, knight, a cadet of a neighbouring 
house, and Sir Francis Ouslow, to represent it. In this par 
liament Sir Francis Seymour reminded the House of Cambyses' 
judges, and warned them not to imitate them, who, when the 
prince demanded their approbation of some illegal measure, 
said that although the Persians had a written law, the Perxian 
kings were not bound by it, but miyht follow their oicn will 
and pleasure, and then ended his speech by moving and 
carrying the celebrated Petition of Right, which contained a 
corroboration or explanation of the ancient constitution ; but 
evcu this failed to reconcile the two parties, and the parlia 
ment was soon afterwards dissolved.

In 1635, when ship-money was levied on the Lancashire 
towns, the sum of seven pounds ten shillings was assessed 
upon Newton, and the warrant to levy it was directed to the 
steward and burgesses. Wigan, at the same time, paid fifty 
pounds, Preston forty, Lancaster thirty, and Liverpool only 
twenty-five pounds. How different an estimate of these 
towns for taxation would be made now !

Eleven years, the longest interval that had ever elapsed 
without a parliament, had now passed since the last was hold, 
and the discontents which were then uttered had not been 
allayed when, early in the year 1040, the king found himself 
compelled by an empty exchequer to call another parliament 
and ask for a supply. The members sent from Newton to 
this parliament were Sir Richard Wynne, baronet, and 

r



Willinm Lambert, esquire. Sir Richard, who was of a 
Carnarvonshire family, had accompanied the king, when 
Prince of Wales, to Spain, and had written and published an 
account of his journey. He was afterwards attached to the 
queen's household ; and in 1648, when he was sitting as one 
of the members for Liverpool, he was excluded the house. 
This parliament, having proved even more inexorable than 
the last, was very soon dissolved ; but, as if to make up for 
the recent long intermission of parliaments, a new one, the 
second in the same year, was now called. This parliament, 
which was afterwards called the Long Parliament, met on the 
3rd November, 1640 the same day of the month as that on 
which the parliament met to make such great changes in 
religion one hundred years before, and which was thought by 
many to be an evil omen. The members sent to this parlia 
ment from Newton were Peter Legh, esquire, of Bruche, and 
William Ashurst, esquire, who became Clerk of the Crown 
for Lancashire, and wrote a book called " Foundations of 
" Freedom."

About the 10th November in this year Thomas Fleetwood, 
esquire, calling himself son and heir-appnrent of Sir Richard 
Fleetwood, baronet, conveyed the barony of Newton to trustees, 
who were to pay him the rents during Sir Richard's 
life, and afterwards to sell the property, and after paying 
several sums from the proceeds, were to pay the residue to 
him. Thomas Fleetwood having only an estate for life under 
the previous settlement, the effect of this new settlement, 
which was in direct contravention of the former, would have 
been to disinherit his son. Happily, however, this attempt, 
for which no sufficient reason appears, did not succeed.

Peter Legh, one of the members for Newton, having died 
on the 5th February, 1042, the burgesses elected in his place 
Sir Roger Palmer, knight, brother of the celebrated lawyer, 
Sir Jeffrey Palmer; but on 3rd January, 1643, both Sir
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Roger, who had spoken ou the parliament side and obtained 
the name of the modest and candid Palmer, and his brother, 
Sir Jeffrey,* were both declared disabled from attending the 
House, in consequence of their adhering to the king.t On 
Sir Roger's exclusion, Peter Brooke, esquire, was elected 
member for Newton in his place.J

Peter, or Major, or Colouel Brooke, as he was afterwards 
called, when he was elected member for Newton was living 
with his mother at Sankey, which was still his homo in 1646 
when the Lancashire classes were formed, and he was elected 
a member of the third classis, and called Peter Brooke, 
esquire. He was an active member of the House, where, 
until he was excluded, lie spoke boldly und often. In 1649 
he was appointed one of the persons to distribute the alms 
proposed to be collected to relieve the distress in Wigan, 
Ashton, and tho neighbourhood.§

In the debates in 1656 as to punishing James Nayler, the 
fanatic quaker, who had predicted that he should be prose 
cuted, a humane member proposed to discharge him, which, 
by shewing him to be a false prophet, would destroy his 
influence. The House did not concur with the proposer; 
and Mr. Brooke asked him whether he would treat in the 
same way every robber and murderer who had predicted his 
own fate, as, if so, he would be sure to make plenty of false 
prophets.|| And when Nayler's sect, by their great increase 
of numbers, and their direct opposition to all authority, civil 
and ecclesiastical, had created an alarm in the kingdom,

* A very high character is given of Sir Jeffrey, who continued loyal to his 
principles to tho lust. In the time of the parliament, some of the zealous 
loyalist*, of whom Sir Jeffrey was one, aged to nibble the toast floating at the 
top of their cups, that they might have an excuse for muttering as they drank, 
" Heaven tend this Crumb weU down"; and the lawyer* of tho party always 
wrote Cromwell with a little c. Jea/rcton, Late and Latcyrrt, I, 98.

Home's Bitt. Eng., 81, 876.   Oldmixon's Hit!., Ill, 246.

{ Ormerod'i Civil War Tract*, Cbet. So., 379. 
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and the House, in consequence of petitions from all parts, 
debated what was to bo done, Mr. Brooke stated that in his 
county these persons met in thousands, and that unless some 
law was made to repress them, they would overturn all law 
and government; upon which he prayed that, before it was 
too late, the House would take measures to prevent it.* No 
revolution more complete than that which this religious body 
has undergone since the time when this dangerous character 
could bo given of them can easily be cited.

In December, 1056, so many members had been disapproved 
of and excluded, that the parliament began to be called " a 
" rug of a house," and a motion being made either for a call 
of members' names or for an adjournment, Mr. Brooke said  
" the weather is cold and the days are short, and wo do little, 
" I desire, therefore, to second the motion that wo adjourn for 
" two or three months ; for it is unreasonable that tee should 
'  attend and others be absent."t And, a few days later, he 
seconded a motion that the restraint on the disapproved 
members might be taken off, and that all might be admitted, 
or else that all might go home.t On the 22nd December, the 
House received a letter from the Lord Protector, in which, 
referring to the Cheshire brigade, he stated that they had 
borne a great share in the heat of Worcester fight, and 
that they had remained ever since unpaid; upon which a 
committee, of which Mr. Brooke was a member, was appointed 
to see to the payment of their arrears.§ The next year on a 
motion being made for adding new names to the ordinance 
for ministers, Mr. Brooko said that he knew of much irregu 
larity in the commissioners, and that some of them accounted 
that scandal, which ho thought no member of the House 
would think such.|| And soon afterwards, when a motion
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was made to confirm the act for settling £500 per annum 
upon the Earl of Derby, Mr. Brooke said, " this noble family 
" is in the most distressed condition of any family in England, 
" and if the House does not confirm the act, they must go a 
" begging."* At the election to the parliament summoued 
by Richard Cromwell in January, 1058-9, Mr. Brooke cou- 
tested the representation of Cheshire; and the return being 
against him, he afterwards presented a petition agniust the 
return of his opponent, President Bradshaw.f On this 
petition coming on for hearing before the Committee of 
Privileges in the Star Chamber, on Nth April, 1059, tli« 
counsel for the petitioner were Finch and others, and, for his 
opponent the Recorder, Green. The stress of the debate 
was that after the poll had begun and been continued some 
time at Chester, and had been almost concluded, Mr. Brooke 
then having a majority, the Sheriff adjourned the poll for fivo 
days to Congleton, a remote part of the county, which it was 
alleged, he had no right to do, for if he had such right, it 
would be in his power as sheriff to make what knights he 
pleased, as by the same rule ho might have adjourned the 
poll to Nantwich, and BO from place to place, till ho had 
gathered up a majority of votes for which person ho had the 
most mind to. The whole of the committee were of opinion 
that the election was void, in consequence of the adjournment 
of the poll; but the House, upon the question being brought 
before it, decided by 17 votes to 10 that Mr. Bradshaw was 
duly elected.t It is v^ry difficult to see on what ground the 
House came to so unfair a conclusion, unless it were that his 
party could not afford to spare the President from the House. 
On the reassembling of the Kump Parliament on 7th May, 
1(559, Mr. Brooke, now become Colonel Brooke, who had
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been one of the secluded members, again took his place in 
the House.* Tn this parliament he continued to sit until its 
expulsion by Lambert; but, on its subsequent recall, he 
returned and sat no til its final dissolution, on 10th May, 
IGOO.t

On the 19th August, 1C45, a law was passed authorising ti 
new system of church government, which directed that in the 
several counties certain ministers and others should bo 
appointed by authority of parliament to consider how each 
county might be conveniently divided into classical presby 
teries, and what ministers and others were fit to be of each 
classis; the divisions and persons named for each division 
were to be reported to parliament for their approbation, and 
the classes were further authorised to constitute congregations, 
or as they were called, congregational elderships. On the 
iind October, 1640, Lancashire was divided into nine presby 
teries, in the third of which the parishes of Warrington, 
Winwick, Leigh, Wignn, Holland, and Prescot were included. 
Tim ministers appointed for Winwick and Newton were the 
Revs. Charles Herle, of Winwick, and Thomas Norman, of 
Newton ; and the laymen were John Ashton, of Newton, 
gentlemen, and George Aynsworth, of Newton, yeoman. One 
of the other laymen was Peter Brooke, esquire, of Sankey. 
Thomas Norman doubtless received as part of his stipend 
the annual payment of £3. Is. 7d., the original endowment of 
the Banastre chantry. A solemn day of humiliation was 
appointed to be kept in Manchester, on 30th January, 1040, 
the day of King Charles's death ; and soon afterwards an 
instrument, called an agreement of the people, which professed 
to approve of that tragedy, was proposed for the adoption of 
the ministers of Lancashire, when Mr. Norman, the minister of

  Oldmixon'a Hitt. Eng., I. 436. 
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Newton, was one of those who had the boldness to oppose 
it."

Thomas Fleetwood, now become Sir Thomas Fleetwood, 
baronet, Dame Gertrude, his wife, and Richard Fleetwood, 
his son and heir-apparent, by a deed dated 20th July, 1652, 
and by a fine and recovery levied and suffered in pursuance 
thereof, made a settlement by which the barony of Newton 
was settled on Sir Thomas, and his heirs and assigns for ever.

In 165H-9 there was an election of members of parliament 
for Newton, and William Brereton, esquire, and Piers Legh, 
esquire, of Bruche, wtre elected. This Piers, whose portrait 
is at Lyme, in the year 105C was named a commissioner for 
assessing the county of Lancaster. In 1059 ho received a com 
mission from Sir George Booth to be colonel of a regiment of 
horse, and his only brother having been killed by his sidu, he 
was made prisoner and sent to Chester Castle after the battle 
t'ouglit at Winnington, on 19th August in that year.f On 
10th April, 1660, he had a commission from the celebrated 
George Monk to be captain in a militia troop of horse, in 
Sir Richard Hoghton's regiment. OH SiOth October, 1003, 
he wns appointed by the Earl of Derby to be captain of a 
company of foot in the militia of Lancashire. In January, 
1605, he was a commissioner for raising the parliamentary 
aid, and lie died at Bruche in 1678.

On 31st October, 1060, Sir Thomas Fleetwood and Richard 
Fleetwood, esquire, his son and heir apparent, sold the manor, 
borough, and barony of Newton and the Fee of Makcrlield, 
and the capital messuage or manor house of Newton-in- 
Makerfield, with all the messuages, lands, and hereditaments 
there, which are described at great length, to Richard Legh, 
esquire, his heirs and assigns, in consideration of the sum of 
£3,000 ; and the barony then passed out of the Fleetwood 
family and name.

  Oorton Hittorical Retorder, p. 63. * Hut. Chtt., I, xli.
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The Fleetwoods having held Newton for more than half a 
century, a few notices of some of them may seem not to be 
out of place here.

William Fleetwood, a serjeant nt law and Recorder of 
London, who was born at Penwortlmm, was one of them. 
While he was recorder, ho wrote a letter to Lord Burleigh, 
which tells to his honour. In this letter he states that having 
had to examine into a matter in his court at Bridewell, a 
complaint had been made of him at the Council Board, but 
that after receiving his answer, Lord Burleigh signified to the 
complainants that they deserved to be hanged. The matter, 
he says, was this. One Abram, of Abrnm, nenr Newton, a 
Lancashire gentleman of j£lOO in land, had committed his 
daughter and heir to Lady Gerard, of the Bryn, who being in 
London with her husband Sir Thomas, one Dwelles, a fencer, 
near Cecil House, and his wife, who was of kin to the girl, by 
indirect means, did invite all my lady's children and gentlemen 
to a breakfast. Thither they came, and at their coming the 
youths and serving men were carried up to the fence school. 
My lady's daughters and gentlewomen must needs play at 
cards, will they nil they. Meanwhile the girl Abram was 
conveyed into a chamber by the wife of the house, who shut 
the door after her and left her there. The girl found in the 
chamber four or five tall men, whom she did not know. 
Seeing them compass her about, she fell into a great fear, 
whereupon an old priest began to read upon a book words 
which she did not understand, except these " I, Henry, take 
" theo, Susan, to my wedded wife." When this was done, 
they charged her not to discover the matter to anybody living, 
and then sent her down to her fellows. When dinner was 
over, the girl told them of the matter lamenting what 
had been done, and they told it to Sir Thomas and Lady 
Gerard.* We shall most of us, I think, agree that the 

* Ellu', Lttten, ii, 390.
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recorder was not to blame in inquiring into such an outrage, 
and that Lord Burleigh was not far wrong when he said its 
perpetrators nearly deserved to be hanged.

The recorder, who was in parliament in 1571, then spoko 
in favour of the Queen's right, by her prerogative, to grant 
patents.* He spoke also on the Communion Bill.t In 
July, 1585, he wrote to Burleigh thus: "There is a 
" sayiug that when the court is furthest from London then 
" there is the bast justice done in England. I once heard a 
" great personage in office, yet living, say the same words. It 
" is grown a trade now in the court to mnke moans for re- 
" prieves. £20 for a reprieve is nothing, though it he but 
" for ten days."J And he was the author of several works on 
law and history, and of a paper on the Duchy of Lancaster.^ 
He died in 1604.

Sir Miles Fleetwood, one of the burgesses who sat for 
Newton in the two parliaments of 1625, and who sat for 
Woodstock in the parliament of 1G58-9, when ho was an 
occasional speaker, was the father of Charles Fleetwood, one of 
Cromwell's generals, who was one of the most well known men 
of his name. He was called Lord Fleetwood. While lie was 
a trooper in the Earl of Essex's guard, he was sent with a 
trumpeter to deliver his message to the Earl of Dorset, suggest 
ing a pacification.il He became Lord-Deputy of Ireland, 
and married Cromwell's daughter, the widow of that I re ton 
towards whom, says a parliamentary historian, " Cromwell felt 
" the sincerest reverence and awe. This stooping of a mind of 
" the highest class to another in many respects inferior to its 
" own, and which yet being worthily submitted to is one of 
" the most beautiful spectacles that earth can offer."H Fleet-

* Home's.Hi«f. Eng., *, 171. t Frondo'B Hut., x, 190.
; Froude's Hat. Eng., x, 4 n.

{ Watt'i Biblioth. and Whituker's 11 in. Richmondih., ii. 219. 
Clarendon's Hittnry of thi RrbeUiun, vi, 690. 

r. Godwin's Commonwealth, p. 200.
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wood was opposed to Cromwell's accepting the title of king, 
and he caballed against Richard Cromwell. He was the 
author of several works, but lie was not free from fanaticism, 
insomuch that he was said to be a weak man but very popular 
with the praying part of the army. But all the Fleetwooda 
were not on the parliament side. John Fleetwood, esquire, 
was appointed a collector of the King's assessment in Lcyland 
Hundred, in December, 1642; and Lord Derby slept at his 
house at Penwortham on his retreat from Wlmlley.* And 
William Fleetwood, a colonel in the royal army, was the 
author of " An unhappy view of the- behaviour of my Lord 
" Duke of Buckingham at the Isle Rhee."t

Richard Legh, the new Baron of Newton, who was the son 
of tho Reverend Thomas Logh, D.D., rector of Sephton, 
and his wife Lettice, the daughter of George Calveley, esquire 
of Lea, was descended on the paternal side from Sir 
Thomas Danyers, one of the heroes of Cressy, and from 
Sir Peter Legh, banneret, a hero of Agincourt; and on 
the maternal side he claimed kindred with the celebrated 
Sir Hugh Culveley, who acquired renown at Auray, Navarete, 
and other well foughten fields in France, and his mother ; 
proved herself not unworthy of such a descent, by the 
bravery and courage she evinced in defending the rights of 
her infant children during tho interregnum. Before his 
purchase of Newton he had already had some parliamentary 
experience ; for in 1656 he was elected member for Cheshire, 
having the celebrated Sir George Booth for his colleague. 
And when there was a call of the House ou the 31st 
December in that year, he was reported to be " gone into the 
"country dangerously sick." In 165!), when he was again 
elected member for Cheshire, he had the well known President

* Ware, in Lancashire, Cbetham Society, 17, 34.
t Peacock's Army List of L'harlti I, p. 10; and see an elaborate Fleetwood 

Pedigree in the preface to I'fmcorlhom Priory, Chetbaiu Society, iii.
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Bradshaw for his colleague ; nnd in the same year he was one 
of those who took part in Sir George Booth's rising to restore 
the king.* Having now acquired Newton, which, though 
a borough, had never been incorporated, Mr. Legh gave it 
these arms, which were derived from his own crost: Out of 
a ducal coronet a ram's head, holding a sprig in its mouth.

The new Baron of Newton took an curly opportunity of 
showing that he was less abstinent than his immediate pre 
decessors in the barony had been ; for on the calling of thu 
Convention Parliament in the same year that he had purchased 
Newton, he caused himself to be elected one of its members, 
William Bankes, Esq., being elected his colleague. And the 
next year, when another parliament was called, Edward 
Herle and John Yaughan were elected, and the latter being 
also elected for Cardiganshire, Sir Philip Mainwaring was 
elected in his place, and he dying the same year, Lord Georges 
was elected in his place. The members in this parliament 
declared illegal the king's assumed dispensing power ; and in 
April, 107'^, when he published his declaration of indulgence, 
they joined in the following address: 

Most gracious sov'aignc
We yr ma1* 9" most humble and loyal subjects the 

knw citizens & burgesses in par-Ham' assembled doe render to y ma11 " 
or most dutiful! thanks for that to or unspeakable comfort yr maue hath 
been pleased soe often to reiuerale unto us those gracious promises & 
assurances of mainotaineiug the religion now established the liberties 
4 ppties of the people : and we doe not in the least measure doubt but 
that y ma1'* had the same gracious intcncons in giveing satUfaccon to 
y sutijectes by y r answer to or late peticou and addresse; yet upon 
serious consideracon thereof we finde the sd answer is not sufficient to 
cleare the apprehensions that may justly remaine in the raindes of 
y people by y ma1'6" haveiug claimed a power to suspend penall I awes 
in matters ecclesiastical! and w°>> yr ma"" doth still seeme to assart in 
y s<' answer to t>o entrusted in y crowne, and never questioned in the 
raignes of any of y ancestors wherein we conceive y ma11" hath beene 
very much misinformed; since noe such power was ever claimed or 
exercised by any of y ma"M p'decessors, and if it should be admitted

  Home's Hitt. Eng., rii, 801; Oldmiion's Hat. Eng., U, 488, 486; Hut. 
Chart*! 1, 41.
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might tend to the interrnpcon of the free course of the Lawes and 
altering the legislative power wch hath alwayes beene acknowledged to 
reside in yr raatie & y r two howaes of Parliam1-; we doe therefore w111 
an unanimous consent become againe most humble suitors to y sacred 
ma"6 that you would be pleased to give us a full and satisfactory answer 
to our s'1 Peticon & Addresse & that y r matie would take such effectual! 
order that the proceedings in this matter may not for y« future be 
drawno into consequence or example.

(From a paper at Lyme.)

On the 20th of April, 1073, Mr. Legh was appointed a 
deputy-lieutenant of Cheshire ; he married Elizaheth, the 
daughter of Sir Thomas Chicheley, of Kent; and when new 
parliaments were called, in 1678 and 1079, Sir J. Chicheley, of 
Bloomsbury, knight, one of his wife's brothers, and Andrew 
Fountain, Esq., of Bellbarre in Hertfordshire, were chosen 
to represent Newton, and nfterwards, when the king had dis 
solved the last parliament for insisting on the Exclusion Bill, 
the same two members, who must have voted for the bill, were 
again returned on the calling of another parliament to sit at 
Oxford, on the 21st March, 1081. After having snt hut a 
short time, and shown the same refractory disposition as its 
predecessor, this parliament the last which was held during 
the king's reign was suddenly dissolved. In 1088 Mr. 
Legh was employed in a useful work at home. He rebuilt 
the chapel at Newton, and obtained subscriptions towards 
increasing its endowment. The king died on the Oth February, 
1085; and on the I Oth of May following, when James II 
called his first parliament, Sir J. Chicheley, a Lord Com 
missioner of the Admiralty, was again returned as one 
of the members for Newton, and Peter Legh, Esq. of 
Bruche, as the other. Peter Legh, Sir J. Chicheley's col 
league, had been educated at Magdalen College, Cambridge, 
and as he attended the new king's restoration, and wrote an 
eulogistic account of it in some letters which are preserved at 
Lyme, it is to be presumed ho was of the court party. He 
must have heard the king deliver his unwise speech to his 
first nnd only parliament. On hearing it, Compton, Bishop



T7

of London moved that it should be taken into consideration 
at a future day ; but Jeffreys, who opposed it, seemed inclined 
to use towards the peers the same arrogance that he had been 
accustomed to use on the bench ; but he was soon taught to 
know his place.* Peter Legh 110 doubt saw the dangers 
that were lowering over and threatening the State ; but he did 
not live to see their issue, for he died at Brucho before the 
26th September, 1686. In the same year Richard Legh, tbe 
first baron of Newton of his name, nominated the Rev. 
Edward Allinson, one of the witnesses on the trial of the 
eight Jacobite gentlemen at Manchester in 1694, and who is 
mentioned in Wilson's Sacra Privata, to bo curate of 
Newton ; and he died tit Lyme in the next year, on the 31st 
August. At his funerul at Winwick, on tho 4th September 
following, a sermon was preached by Dr. Shippen, the rector 
of Stockport, which was afterwards printed at Oxford.

The barony of Newton, on the death of Richard Legh, 
descended to his son, Peter Legh, esquire, the second baron 
of his house, who was a minor at his father's death. Ho had 
been but a short time in possession of the estate when the 
revolution of 1688 took place. He was then too young to 
seek parliamentary honours, and, like his father, he seems to 
have been unambitious of them during the rest of his life. 
When the Convention Parliament was called in that year, 
Sir J. Chicheley, the old member, and Francis Cholmondeley, 
esquire, were elected to represent Newton, and they assisted 
in settling tho country and placing the constitution on its 
new wheels, and in the next parliament of 1689, Sir John 
Chicheley and George Cholmondeley were returned ; but Sir 
J. Chicheley having soon afterwards died, John Bcnnett, 
esquire, of Abington, in Cambridgeshire, was returned in his 
place. But the name of Newton was now borne by one

  Home's Ilitl. Eng., VIII, 240.
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of the most distinguished men the world has ever known. 
From an early time the barony of Newton having been held 
by the Banastres and the Langtons, had given rise to no 
great territorial family of the name; but if Sir Isaac 
Newton's biographers are correct in saying that his family, 
who were of the yeoman class, migrated from a place of 
their name in Lancashire, Newton-in-Makerfield may perhaps 
lay claim to have been that place.* Sir Isaac, we know, was 
certainly intimate with this neighbourhood, and made an ofifer 
of marriage to Lady Norris, the widow of Sir William Norris, 
of Speke.f

Newton, of late years, has extended its borders so rapidly 
that daughter towns, larger than herself, havo grown up 
around her. But rapid as has been the growth of Newton, 
there is even in this respect nothing new, if we are to believe 
Sardanapalus, who boasted that he had built two cities in 
one day.J

In the parliament which was called in 1605, the members 
returned for Newton were Legh Banckes and Thomas 
Brotherton, esquires. Mr. Banckes was a family connection 
of the Baron of Newton, and Mr. Brotherton was of the good 
family of the Brothcrtons of the Hey, in Newton, who 
entered their pedigree at the last heraldic visitation of Lanca 
shire. John, one of his ancestors, was appointed a collector 
of the king's subsidy in 1042;§ and his father, of his own 
name, was the author of some curious experiments in natural 
history.||

At the election for the borough of Liverpool, in 1694, 
when there was a great contest, Jasper Maudit received 
four hundred votes, and Mr. Brotherton, his opponent, only

  E. F. King's Biogr. Sketch of Sir Itaac Ncicton, 1868, p. 5. 
f Ib., and Sir David Brewster'B Lift of tftvton.

J Dncatus Leod., 39.
§ \Varrin, Lan., Cbet. So., 17.

|| Leigh's Nat. Uiit. of Lan. and Chtt., book ii, 29.
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I if teen ; but the Mayor returned the latter as having been 
duly elected, for which he was imprisoned seven weeks, after 
which he begged pardon on his knees at the bar of the 
House of Commons, and wns then discharged on paying his 
fees.

The members for Newton sent to parliament were very 
often independent, out-spoken men, and Mr. Brothertou, who 
sat in the unsettled times between 1095 and 1701, and took 
the opposition side, was a frefjuent speaker and voted with 
the minority. He spoke on the debate on Sir John Feuwick's 
case, and when it was proposed to admit the depositions of a 
witness who had fled, lie opposed the motion, and adduced, 
as a strong argument against it, the fact that in a recent case 
eleven witnesses were produced before the grand jury, who 
swore to Sir Rowland Stanley, and when they came to give 
evidence face to face in court before the jury, the first witness 
did not know and could not point out, though he stood at the 
bar, the criminal, whom he swore that he knew and could 
identify.* In 1G96, Mr. Brotherton was one of the four 
Lancashire members who refused to sign the Address of 
Association.t In 1698 and 1700, Mr. Brotherton was again 
returned for Newton, having for his colleague Thomas Legh, 
esquire, of Ridge.

Mr. Brotherton who was a steady adherent of the exiled 
monarch, James II, and often spoke in his favour in the House, 
was again returned one of the members lor Newton in lt>98, 
and he died on the 1 Ith of January, 1701, at the age of 45, 
and was buried in Winwick, where he is commemorated by a 
marble tablet, which records that he died much lamented, 
having served his country with great fidelity in three successive 
parliaments in the reign of King William III. In 1701 
Thomas Legh, of Lyme, and Thomas Legh, of Ridge,

* Jacobite Trial*. Chet. So., 67. 
tlb.
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esquires, were returned members for Newton. In 1702, 
when Thomas Legh, of Lyme, and the Right Hon. 
John How, paymaster of the king's guards and garrisons, 
were elected for Newton, they voted against the Lords' 
amendment of the act for securing the protestant succession 
hy making all acts against it high treason.* John How 
having vacated his seat by electing to sit for Gloucestershire, 
Thomas Legh, of llidge, was elected to replace him ; and on 
his dying in 1703, John Ward, esquire, of Capethorn, was 
elected in his stead.

In the parliaments of 1705, 1708, and 1710, the members 
 were the same Thomas Lngh of Lyme and John Ward. In 
1711 John Ward was again elected, and had for his colleague 
Abraham Blackmore, of the Inner Temple. Mr. Ward, who 
became Justice of Chester, could not be the member of his 
name who was afterwards set in the pillory, where he stood 
attended by two servants in livery.t If the servants stood 
on each side, the sight must have been as curious as that of the 
man who had a servant to hold an umbrella over him as he 
stood in that unenviable position. In 1715 Sir Francis 
Lcyoestcr, baronet, grandson of the great antiquary, Sir Peter 
Leycester, and William Shippen, esquire, were the members, 
and the same two members again represented the borough in 
the parliament of 1722. But before we pass on, Mr. Shippen 
deserves a few words.

Downright Shippen, or Incorruptible Shippen, as Sir 
Robert Walpole called him, has obtained in the following 
notice the especial commendation of 1'opo 

I love to pour out all my soul as plain
As Downright Sliippen or as old Montaigne,
In them as corUin to be loved as seen,
The soul stood forth nor kept a thought within.)

  Oldmixon'e Iliil. Eng., iii, 283.
t Ib., iii, 783. 
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Shippen was committed to Newgate for saying that he thought 
the speech of George I was more fitted for the meridian of 
Hanover than for the legislature of a free country like 
England ; and in 1726, on the occasion of a petition to parlia 
ment to obtain some relief for Richard Hampdcu, treasurer 
of the navy, a public defaulter, iu consideration of the great 
services of his great-grandfather, in the noble stand he had 
made in opposing ship-money, Mr. Shippen observed that he 
would not enter upon the great-grandfather's merits, but he 
was sure that his great-grandson, the treasurer of the navy, 
had wasted more money than his ancestor had ever saved to the 
nation, or than King Charles I had ever intended to raise by 
shipmoney. At a later period Shippen and Lord Windsor con 
tested Bamber against Sir Cleave More and William Hales, 
and the case was heard by the House of Commons on petition. 
As to Montaigne, the quaint old philosopher with whom 
the poet couples Shippen, history tells us that in the wars of 
the Fronde his character stood him in better stead than a 
regiment of dragoons, and that in those troublous times he 
was the only gentleman who durst leave his gates unbarred. 
Yet once, as he himself tells us, when a kinsman and an armed 
party, whose designs he had strong reason to suspect, had 
gained admission to him, and he had no array at his bank, ho 
had recourse to a batterie de cuisine and an artillery of wit, and 
he plied both so effectually that he left the intruders no time 
for mischief, and they departed feeling some compunction for 
having entertained a thought against so charming and hospi 
table a host. They had no sooner gone, however, than he 
bolted and double-barred all his doors and windows, and gave 
orders that in future not even his nearest kinsmen should be 
admitted without being recounoitered and the exercise of the 
most extreme caution. Shippen continued to sit for Newton in 
every parliament down to and inclusive of that held in 1741, 
in the parliaments of 1727, 1734, and 1741, having for his 
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colleague Legh Master, esquire, of New Hall, in Ashton, a 
connection of the Leghs.

Peter Legh, esquire, the second Baron of Newton of his 
family, who was born on the 22nd August, 1669, married his 
cousin, Frances Legh, of Bruche, in March, 1687. The 
Cheshire gentry of that day were accustomed to meet in a 
sort of social club at each others houses, and the club is said 
to have met for the first time at Lyme Hall, the house of 
Mr. Legh. Those were disturbed times, and many of the 
members were known to have leanings to the exiled family. 
Politics naturally formed a frequent subject of discussion at 
their meetings, and it was hardly likely that the opinions of 
the members were not freely expressed, or could long remain 
secret. This proved a serious cause of trouble to Mr. Legh, 
as the following narrative of some circumstances in his life 
will show.

On the 19th July, 1694, Mr. Clark, a king's messenger, 
and Mr. Lunt, the informer, together with fourteen Dutch 
troopers, wearing blue cloaks and each carrying a case of 
pistols, came to Lyme, Mr. Legh's house in Cheshire, betwixt 
six and seven o'clock in the morning. The messenger, with 
one Oldhom, their guide, with two or three of the troopers, 
came up the great stairs of the house and apprehended Mr. 
Legh, in his nightgown, under a warrant charging him with 
high treason. They carried him out of his dressing-room to 
his closet, where Mr. Lunt stood with two or three Dutchmen. 
The messenger and Mr. Lunt then searched Mr. Legh's papers 
until twelve o'clock, putting into their pockets such as they 
thought fit. Mr. Legh was then taken down stairs into the 
parlour, where two of the troopers were set to guard him, 
whilst search was made in every room and place in the house 
for arms, but except a case of pistols and a carbine in Mr. 
Legh's closet, which they seized and carried away, none were 
found. Mr. Legh was taken from his house and carried that
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night, guarded by the messenger nnd twelve troopers, to 
Knutsford. Mr. Lunt set his own saddle upon one of Mr. 
Legh's best horses and rode away with it. The next day 
they carried Mr. Legh to Chester Castle, where he remained 
till about the 1st September, when he, in company with Lord 
Molineux, Sir William Gerard, Sir Thomas Clifton, Philip 
Langton, esquire, Mr-. Blundell, and others, were conducted to 
London, guarded by four messengers and twenty-one Dutch 
troopers, under the command of Captain Baker. At St. 
Giles's they were committed to the custody of the messengers, 
by whom they were kept three days, and then brought before 
the Duke of Shrewsbury, His Majesty's principal Secretary of 
State, who, having examined Mr. Legh, remanded him to the 
custody of the messengers, and after three days committed 
him to the Tower, on a warrant which charged him with high 
treason in levying war against their Majesties, and adhering 
to their enemies.

Whilst he was in the Tower, where he occupied its worst 
room, he received much hard usage, and at first oven his wife 
was not allowed to see him or hoar him speak. On the 17th 
of September, however, she obtained permission to see him, 
on condition that she was willing to share his confinement. 
On the 24th the queen relented, and authorised the keeper of 
the Tower to allow Mr. Legh the liberty of taking walking 
exercise in it, being careful not to allow any one to enter 
into conversation with him. Still he must have been watched 
with great jealousy, for on his mother, Madam Legh, who was 
active in getting up his defence, coming under his window, 
and from there asking how he was, a sentinel cocked his 
musket at her and threatened to shoot her if she spoko 
another word. On the 27th of September, however, his 
mother and his two sisters obtained permission to visit him.

On the 7th of October he received notice to prepare for his 
trial at Chester, and the keeper was ordered to admit Sir 
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Thomas Powis, Sir Bartholomew Shower, and Mr. Upton, his 
counsel; nnd Sir Thomas Chicheley, Mr. Bcresford, Mr. 
Bauckes, Mr. Masters, Lady Chicheley, and Mrs. Abigail 
Legh to see him. He was soon afterwards conducted to 
Chester Castle, guarded by a party of horse, the gentleman 
porter, and gentleman gaoler of the tower, nnd two warders; 
and being there called to the bar he was discharged without a 
trial.*

On the 15th April, 1096, Mr. Legh was again apprehended, 
and once more committed to Chester Castle, charged with 
high treason, for which there seems to have been no founda 
tion ; for when brought up for trial he was again immediately 
acquitted. The second commitment probably originated in 
an unfounded suspicion of his being in some way implicated 
in tho plot to assassinate the king, in which Sir George 
Barclay was said to be engaged.f In 1699 Mr. Legh founded 
the school at Newton, and endowed it with £f>5 10s. a year. 
On the 29th of September, 1709, he founded Trinity Chapel 
in VVarrington, for the benefit of his tenants and others, and 
in 1718, in consequence of some difference about the election 
of a churchwarden for Warrington, the master of tho Free 
School, who was also the rector, wrote him the following 
letter : 

Warrington, March y« 30th, IT 13. 
Honrd S'

However I may be repraeented, yet you may assure y self y' I will 
not in y election of a church warden, or upon any other account do 
anything purposely to oppose you, and I am fully perswaded y1 you 
will not be displeased if 1 am backward to betray y B rights of y« church 
committed to my care. If y business \vd allow" I c'1 wish y 1 you w<i be 
present at y election y' you might see wUi yr Own eyes it is miue 
earnest desire (according to y" direction of the apostle) y' nothing b« 
done throu' strife or vain glory ; and yt ministers may not despise y'r 
parishioners, nor parishioners trample upon God's ministers. Good 
S r if to pray for y deliverance when you were in danger, if to run to 
tho church w"* my scholars to bless God upon the joy full news of your

* Triab at Manchater in 1694, Chetham Society, p. 40. 
^ Late Conspiracy, p. 32.
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being acquitted/if to vote on your side (tho' thereby I disobliged some 
friends, not to say benefactors), if alwaies to speak well of you and to 
defend yr cause, even in y« presence of y» E. of Warrington, if these 
are testimonies y* I. love to oppose you, I must needs think yl 1 labor 
under an hard fate. I had almost forgot to tell you y' Mr. Stretch is 
not tenant to ye E. of Warrington (if his words can be believed), and 
my kindness to him in making choice of him for a warden was because 
he is a good man, frequents y church and ye sacrament, was formerly 
my usher, and (flwaies respectfull to me. 1 heartily thank you for 
yr patience in hearing me truly to represent matters at y» meeting of 
ye feoffees, and for all yr former favors, and I wish [ had had yr hand 
and seal wctl I believe you w"i never have started from.

The election of wardens is on Thursday, Easter week.
All or services wait upon y self, y r good lady, Madam Lcgh and nil 

your worthy family, and more especially his who is k'1 s'
Yr much obliged, iiml most hutuhle and 

fuithfull serv'
SAMUEL SHAW. 

This for Peter Legh, Esquire, at his Lyme, post paid.

In the autumn of 1715 Mr. Legh incurred a fresh political 
danger. Mr. Forster, followed by thu Earls of Derwentwater, 
Wintoun, Nithsdale, nnd Cornwall), and by the Lords Wid- 
drington and Nairn, raised the standard of the Pretender, and 
led a small army into England, which reached Lancaster at 
the beginning of November. The club of Cheshire gentle 
men, which has been already mentioned, met at Ashley Hall, 
the residence of the chairman, Mr. Assheton, the Governor 
or Constable of Chester Castle, to decide whether they should 
rise to support the chevalier St. George. Mr. Legh, who is 
reported to have been amongst those present at the meeting 
when the question was debated, could not but remember the 
jeopardy he had been in before, and he doubtless votod against 
the rising, and probably carried a resolution which it is said was 
decided only by the casting vote of the chairman. Portraits of 
this club of Cheshire gentlemen were formerly preserved at 
Ashley Hall, but they have since been removed to Lord 
Egerton's seat, at Tatton Hall. Mr. Legh's portrait, which is 
amongst them, and of which there is a half-length duplicate at 
Lyme, represents him as a robust country gentleman, in a 
russet brown dress, with no look of treason in his countenance,
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but much of that integrity for which he was justly esteemed. 
At Lymc lie maintained, the hospitality it was thought 
befitted his rank and station. The poet Byrom has recorded 
a visit which he paid him there on the 9th September, 1728 ; 
and in the preface to that singular work Hurlo Thrumbo, its 
author, whoso real namo was Johuston, but who gloried in 
the sobriquet of " Lord Flame," praises him for his courtesy 
aud the noble qualities he exhibited in the life he led as a 
country gentleman. In 1728 Mr. Legh, having no children, 
settled his great estates upon his four nephews in succession 
in tail male. His sense of the injustice he had sustained in 
the two State prosecutions to which he had been subjected, 
clung to him to the end of his life, but it was tempered by a 
Christian spirit. Alluding to it in some instructions for his 
will, written in his own hand, he says, " I would have no 
" monument set over me but a plain brass nailed to the wall, 
" to express my iunoconcy in that wicked conspiracy by false 
" witnesses, imprisonment, and trials in 1604 and 1696, and 
" that I die a member of the Church of England, looking 
" on it to bo the best and purest of churches, and that 1 do 
" most sincerely wish it may continue for ever "

Mr. Legh survived his wife many years ; and dying in 
January, 1741, was buried at Win wick.

I'eter Lagh, who succeeded his uncle as third Bnron of 
Newton of his family, was the son of Thomas Legh, Esq., 
who has been menlioned as a former member for Newton, aud 
who in right of his wife, the daughter of Thomas Fleelwood, 
Esq., was owner of Bunk in Brotherton. Mr. Legh, who was 
born at his father's house at Bank, was baptised at Aughtou, 
ou the 7th January, 1707. In 1727, when he was pursuing 
his studies at Cambridge, he was honoured with the friendship 
of John Byrom, the poet, an intimacy which may be taken as 
a sign that he kept good company ; for the good rule noscitur 
a sociin is generally true. In January, 1787, he married
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Martha, the only daughter of Thomas Bennett, Esq., of 
Wilts. In 1748 he gave an additional bell to complete the 
peal at Disley, and the words " Peter Legh, Lord of 
" Lyme," are inscribed on it. In 1747 Mr. Legh was elected 
member of parliament for Newton, and he was again returned 
in the parliaments of 1754, 1761, and 1762. In 1747 he 
had for his colleague Sir Thomas Grey Egerton, baronet. 
In 1754 and 1761, his colleague was Handle Wilbraham, 
Esq., of Rode. In 1706 Thomas Brooke, Esq., of Ashton 
Heyes, was elected in the latter's place. In 1708 Mr. 
Legh's colleague was his relative, Anthony James Legh 
Keck, Esq.

The mention of this gentleman must be our excuse for 
giving a short account of an incident which brings an ancestor 
of his own name before us in connection with the great seal 
on a remarkable occasion. In a recent book, which given 
some anecdotes of the clavi* reyni, or key of the kingdom, 
as the great seal is called, we have some account of its 
occasional travels and adventures. Richard Coeur do Lion 
going to Palestine, though he left his lord chancellor at homo, 
took the great seal with him, under the charge of Malcliien 
its keeper, who, to the great admiration of tho knights and 
courtiers, always carried it about his neck. OH' the isle of 
Cyprus he fell overboard with the great seal about bis neck, 
which having thus helped to drown him,now "enriches the ooze 
" and bottom of the sea." Charles II, marching at the head of 
his army to Worcester, carried with him the great seal, where 
to avoid its falling into the hands of the Ironsides, it is 
supposed to have found a watery grave in the Severn, and to 
be still remaining there to gladden tho eyes of some future 
Oldbuck. James II, as we know, designed that his great seal 
should share a similar fate, when escaping from Whitehall, 
on 10th December, 1688, he dropped it into the Thames, and 
intended by so doing to embarrasa the new government. But
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this time the grave surrendered its victim ; for a fisherman 
plying his vocation fortunately drew it np in his net, and 
carried it at once to the Prince of Orange. Amongst the lawyers 
who soon after came to present an address of loyal attachment 
to the prince, came Serjeant Maynard, Serjeant Rawlinson, 
and Anthony Keck, esquire. The serjeant was then in his 
eighty-eighth year; and the prince meaning to be gracious, 
observed to him " Oh Mr. Serjeant, at your venerable age 
" you must hnve outlived many of your contemporaries, and 
" have witnessed many changes in the law ;" to which this 
was the serjeant's ready rejoinder " It is quite true, sire, and 
" if your majesty had not come, I should have survived the 
" law itself." To Serjeant Maynard and his two companions. 
under the title of Lords Commissioners, on the -4th March, 
wns committed the custody of that great seal which, after 
being drowned, had boon so marvellously fished up agnin ; and 
with it all writs and patents continued to be sealed until the 
22rd May, when a new seal was ordered to he made.*

In the year 1751 Mr. Legh founded a school on his estate 
at Lowton, and endowed it with £20 a year. From very 
remote times, and even down to modern days, the privileges of 
members of parliament were very great. They had privilege 
of speech, of person, of their domestics, and of their lands 
and goods. As to privilege of speech, an act of the first 
parliament of William and Mary declared that the freedom of 
speech, nnd debates and proceedings in parliament, ought not 
to l)e impeached or questioned in any court or place out of 
parliament. Mr. Shippen's arrest and imprisonment, of which 
we have already heard, proceeded from parliament, and not 
from any less authority. The other privileges of persons, 
servants, and land, were immunities ns ancient as Edward the 
Confessor. This included formerly not only privilege from

  Jmffreion'B Boot about Laun/rn, I, 44.



89

all illegal violence, but also from legal arrests, and seizures 
by process of law; but now by 10 George III, all these 
privileges are abolished, except that the person of any member 
of the House of Commons shall not thereby be subjected tc 
arrest or imprisonment. This history of parliamentary privi 
lege is introduced by way of preface to the following document, 
which Mr. Legh, just before the privilege was abolished 
for ever, gave to one of his servants to protect him from 
arrest or imprisonment; a document which is worth pre 
serving, as it is probably one of the latest protections of that 
sort ever given :  

To all people to whom these presents shall conic. 1, Peter Legh, of 
Lyme-within-Hanloy, iu the county of Chester, Esq., send greeting. 
Know ye, that I, the said Peter Legh, have employed and retained the 
bearer hereof, Jamos Pilling, of Houghton Green, in the county of 
Lancaster, chapman, my servant, and about my affairs and occations 
for twelve months from the date hereof, if this present Parliament so 
long continue. And I do hereby will and require all persons to forbear 
to arrest, attach, or imprison him, the said .fames Pilling, but to permit 
and sutler him peaceably and quietly to go about his business at his 
pleasure without any disturbance, as they will answer the contrary nt 
their peril. Given under my hand and seal, this sixth day of Decem 
ber, iu the year of our Lord 1704.

PKTKII LEOII. (L.8.)

But Mr. Legh had in his service another man, who was fur 
more remarkable than his protected servant, James Pilling. 
Of tliis person, whose name was Joseph Walton, wo have the 
following account in his obituary notice: " Buried at 
" Disley, in Cheshire, June 2, in the year of our Lord I7r»3, 
"Mr. Joseph Walton, in the 105th year of his age. lie was 
" born at Mossley Common, in the parish of Leigh, in the 
"county of Ijuicaster, and married his wife from Kceles, in 
" the same county. They were a happy couple T't years. She 
" died in the 91th year of her age. He was park keeper to 
" the lute Peter Legh, Ksq., of Lyme, and his father, for 
" 04 years, and did live and show the red deer to most of the 
'* nobility and gentry in this part of the kingdom, to the 
" general satisfaction of ail who ever saw them, for he could
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" have driven and commanded them at his pleasure, as if they 
" they had been common horned cattle. In the reign of 
" Queen Anne, Squire Legh was at Macclesfield, in Cheshire, 
" in company with a number of gentlemen ; among them was 
" Sir Roger Mason, who was then one of the members 
" of the said county. They being merry and free, Esq. Legli 
" said his keeper should drive twelve brace of stags to 
" Windsor forest, as a present to the queen. Sir Roger 
" opposed this with a wager of 500 guineas, that neither his 
" keeper nor any other person could drive twelve brace of 
" stags from Lyme Park to Windsor on any occasion. Esq. 
" Legh accepted the wager from Sir Roger, and immediately 
" sent a messenger to Lyme for his keeper, who directly came 
" to his master, who told him that lie must immediately 
" prepare himself to drive twelve brace of stags to Windsor 
" forest, for a wager of 500 guineas ; so he gave the Esq., 
" his master, this answer, that he would at his command drive 
" him twelve brace of stags to Windsor, or to any other part 
" of the kingdom, by his worship's directions, or he would 
" lose his life and fortune. He accordingly undertook and 
" accomplished this most astonishing performanoe, which is 
" not to be adequated in the annalls of the most' ancient 
" history. He was a man of low stature, not bulky, of a 
" fresh complexion and pleasant countenance, and he believed 
" ho had drunk a gallon of malt liquor one day with another 
" for about GO years of his time, and at the latter end of his 
"time he drank plentifully, which was agreeable to his con- 
" stitution and n comfort to himself. He was a very mild 
" tempered man ; he knew behaviour, was cheerful company, 
" and was allowed by all who knew him to be as fine a keeper 
" as any iu England. In the 103rd year of his age he was 
" at the hunting and killing of a buck, with the Hon. Sir 
" George Warren, in his park at Poynton, and performed that 
" diversion with astonishment. It was the fifth generation
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" of the Warren family with which he had performed that 
" diversion in his time at Poynton Park."

There must have been some latent truth in the story of 
Orpheus and his power to move the brute creation by strains 
of music ; for Play-ford, in his " History of Music," says :   
" As I travelled some years since near Royston, I met a herd 
" of stags, about 20, on the road, following a bagpipe. 
" While the music played they went forward ; when it ceased 
" they all stood still ; and in this manner they were brought 
" out of Yorkshire to Hampton Court."*

Probably Mr. Waltou, of whom there is an original portrait, 
still preserved at Lyme Hall, accomplished his great fcut by 
the aid of some instrument more musical than the bagpipe.

In 1774 Robert Vernon Atherton Gwyllim, esquire, of 
Bewsey, and the former member, Mr. Legh Keck, wero 
returned members for Newton; but in 1780 Thomas Peter 
Legh, esquire, Mr. Legh's nephew, and Thomas Davenport, 
esquire, were the members ; but Mr. Davenport, who wns 
a barrister, and afterwards became a serjeant-at-law, seems to 
have resigned his seat in 1 7 82, and Richard Pepper A rden( after 
wards Lord Alvnnley), one of the most distinguished names 
connected with the Manchester Grammar School, and whom, 
in allusion to his name, a witty Frenchman called " Monsieur 
" Poivre Ardent," was chosen to succeed him. Mr. Ardcn 
went from the school to Trinity College, Cambridge, where 
he took his degree of A.M. in 17CU ana obtained a fellow 
ship. After sitting two years for Newton he was elected M.P. 
for Aldborough, in Yorkshire, in 1784. lu 1790 he was 
elected for Hastings, and in 1704 and 1798 for Bath. In 
the House he was distinguished for speaking with spirit,' 
ready wit, and intelligence. He enjoyed a high reputation as 
a lawyer, and in 1 783 he became Solicitor-General ; in 1 784

Met., rri, 4$8.
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Attorney-General and Chief Justice of Chester. In 17R8 he 
was made Master of the Rolls, and was knighted. In 1801 
he became Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, was sworn a 
Privy Councillor, and made Baron Alvanley. In the Court of 
Common Pleas his judgments raised him in the general esteem 
as a great lawyer. When Dr. Samuel Ogden, the Wood- 
wardian Professor at Cambridge, who was not a favourite 
with the junior members of the University, had written three 
copies of verses in Latin, English, and Arabic, on the acces 
sion of George III, the following epigram from Mr. Ardeu's 
pen appeared upon them : 

When Ogden his prosaic verse
In Latin numbers drest, 

The Roman language proved too weak
To stand the critic's test. 

In English verse he ventured next
With rhyme for his defence, 

But ah ! rhyme only would not do,
They still expected unit. 

Enraged the doctor swore he'd place
On critics no reliance, 

Involved his thoughts in Arabic,
And bid them all deBance.

An account of the life of Lord Alvanley will be found in 
Foss's Lives of the Judges, and in the Manchester School 
Register,* Lord Alvanley died March IOth, 1804.

In 1783 and 1784 Thomas Peter Legh, esquire, of Golborne, 
and Serjeant Davenport, who was now Sir Thomas Davenport, 
of lleudon, knight, were elected members ; and on Sir Thomas. 
Davenport's death, shortly afterwards, Thomas Brooke, esquire, 
of Ashtou Heyes, was elected in his place. In 1790 the same 
two members, Mr. Legh arid Mr. Brooke, were again elected.

Mr. Peter Legh, the third baron of Newton, died on 29th 
May, 179'i, and was buried at Disley, leaving only four 
daughters, who, by the terms of the entail, wore incapable of 
succeeding to the barony, which therefore descended to his 
nephew, the member, Thomas Peter Legh, esquire.

  Chatham Society, TO!. 1,46.
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Thomas Peter Legh, who, on the death of his uncle, 
succeeded to the family estates, and so became the fourth 
baron of Newton of his name, had already been one of the 
sitting members for that borough. On the breaking out 
of the French Revolution, nnd the war that succeeded it, 
Mr. Legh showed his loyalty by raising, in March, 1794, 
a cavalry regiment, called the Third Lancashire Light 
Dragoons, for the defence of the country. Of this regi 
ment he was made colonel; and when a new parliament 
was called in 1790, he was again elected, with Thomas 
Brooke, Esquire, of Norton, to represent Newton.* On the 
17th August, in the following year, however (1797), while he 
was serving with his regiment, he died suddenly at Piershill 
barracks, in Scotland, and his body was brought to Winwick, 
and interred in the family burial place. Colonel Legh made 
a will, by which the barony of Newton, and the greater part 
of his other estates, passed to his sou, Thomas Legh (at that 
time an infant), in tail male, with remainder to his second 
son, William Legh, in like manner. Colonel Legit's death 
occasioned a vacancy in the representation of Newton. Ever 
since the year 1620 the right of election had been declared 
to be vested in the freeholders of the borough, some of whom 
were the absolute owners of estates of inheritance in the 
borough, while the others were the owners of freehold estates 
for lives, held by lease from some of the other owners of 
land. These last, who were the most numerous class of 
electors, were very naturally liable to be influenced by the 
opinions of their landlords. On Colonel Legh's death, his 
devisee being an infant, there arose, perhaps for the first time 
in the history of the borough, a contest for the vacant seat, 
and two candidates entered the field to contend for it. 
Colonel Patten, afterwards Peter Patten Bold, Esq., issued an

  A full length portrait of Col. Legh in hit uniform wa» painted by Crank, 
of Wamugton, and was cognred by John Hardy.
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address asking the votes of the electors on the Legh interest, 
Mrs. E. C. Legh and the executor of the late Colonel Legh's 
will signifying their intention to support him ; but their 
interest, by reason of the infancy of the devisee, and there 
being none of the family of age, being supposed to be weak, 
another candidate, Thomns Langford Brookc, Esq., of Mere, 
sought the seat on independent grounds, and put out the 
following address: 

To the Worthy and Independent Electors of the Borougli of Newton.
The death of Colonel Legh having occasioned a vacancy in Parliament 

for the Borough of Newton, I beg leave to offer to you my best services 
as his successor, and to solicit the honour of your support and interest 
at the ensuing election.

The flattering support I have already met with on my canvass I hope 
leaves no doubt of the event of the election ; at the same time it will be 
proper that the same activity and perseverance which has been hitherto 
manifested amongst my numerous friends should be continued till the 
day of election is over.

I hope 1 am sufficiently known amongst you all to render it 
unnecessary to enter at largo into my political sentiments, or to state 
particularly how much I have the prosperity and independence of the 
borough at heart, suffice it therefore to say I have the highest veneration 
for our present happy Constitution, which I will ever support; and 
that should I be honoured with your choice, it will be my constant study 
to promote the prosperity, happiness, and independence of the borough 
in everything within niy power. I am, gentlemen, your most obliged 
and obedient servant,

THOMAS LANOFOHD BHOOKE.
Mere Hall, August 31st, 1707.

This address, which shows that the borough was roused, 
was speedily followed by the followiug placard : 

Kstoemod Follow Freeholders of the Ancient Borough of Newton.
Gentlemen, For three centuries past we have been deprived and 

debarred of one of the most essential privileges of freeborn Englishmen, 
viz., that of choosing our representatives in Parliament, by the unconsti 
tutional and arbitrary proceedings of the Haydock Family, who, by 
undue and illegal influence have at all elections commanded us to give 
our forced votes for such persons (how ill soever qualified for our 
representatives) which they alone wore pleased to impose on us. The 
important period is now come when we must vindicate our rights, or be 
for ever degraded in the eyes of all men. Shall Englishmen sii£fer them 
selves to bo compelled to give their votes agreeable to the arbitrary 
mandates of the executors of the will of a deceased representative? 
Heaven forbid it! We are all slaves indeed if we tamely submit to 
such impositions.
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T. L. Brooko, Esq., of Merc, now voluntarily offers himself as your 
representative. The private virtues, the generosity, humanity, and 
benevolence of this gentleman are too well known to bo uow commented 
on. His loyalty, honour, integrity, and public spirit, are unimpeachable, 
and he will be faithful to your interests. On the other hand, what can 
be expected from his rival for your favours ? Where and when were his 
generosity and benevolence manifested? Where and when will they 
over be ? Not at Newton ! nor elsewhere. Maturely consider this 
subject, and let us acquit ourselves as independent and honest mon, 
according to the dictates of our consciences, and be not shamefully 
compelled to act as tyrants would willingly oblige us. Your sincere 
friend and humble servant,

, A FREEHOLDER.
Newton, September 4, 1797.

This handbill was followed by another, which ran as
follows :  
To the Worthy Burgesses of the Borough of Newton, Lancashire.

Now is the time to shako off the vassalage you have laboured under 
for many years. Choose your own representative in Parliament. 
Never be dictated to. Consider the prosperity of the borough ; tho 
trade and happiness of the inhabitants arc at stake. You have now no 
indulgences to expect. Be free and make yourselves of consequence to 
your country.

A BROTHER BOROESB.

The papers issued by Colonel Patten, if there were any, 
have not been preserved, but liis rival's friends, who were very 
active, shortly put out the following appeal: 

Worthy and Independent Burgesses of Newton.
I have this morning had an address put into my hands, witli tho 

signature of E. C. I-egh affixed to it, in which she (supposing this to bo 
Mrs. Lcgh of Goulbourne) avows her intention to support Mr. 1'attcn, 
one of the candidates at your ensuing election, because ho is her 
relation. The ingenuity of the subtle gentleman and his friends, in 
pointing this out to tho old lady, here shines forth 1 give them great 
praise for it but I must confess I should suppose it would be his last 
feeble effort to entice some of you to espouse his cause, finding that the 
voices of the independent electors of Newton are not to bo biassed by 
bountiful promises, or the threats of vengeance of the almighty 
Comptrollers General of tho House of Haydock.

1 wish the deluded old lady had for one moment considered before 
she had sent forth this paper. Nay, I am clearly of opinion it in not 
her own publication, as she must know that Mr. I.angford Brooko is as 
near a relation to her as Mr. 1'attcn ; indeed, I believe either would bo 
traced with difficulty ; some ignorant person must have written it, and 
impudently (Inred to subscribe her name. It may come, and perhaps 
it does, from one of the honourable gentleman's own supporters who 
always remembers family connections, and attends to tho wishes and 
desires of his nearest relations.
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were I Mrs. Legh, which of the two I should support. I can hear of 
no action of Mr. Brooke's that should make the old lady ashamed to 
own him as hor kinsman as well as Mr. 1'atten. Far from it be is too 
well known in that part of the country for me to say anything of him. 
The character given him by your worthy friend, Black George, is the 
best 1 have seen, and is as true as it is good.

I do not at all wish to depreciate the other gentleman he appears 
to mo not to be the choice of this town. The heart of every one is for 
Mr. Brooko, though Mr. Patten may have some few voices obtained by 
threats and fear. Before you give your votes on Friday, lay your hands 
upon your hearts, and then decide which of the two you think most 
worthy to represent you let no interest have any sway. Remember 
that you are to take a solemn oath, and God forbid you should forswear 
yourselves, or vote against your consciences.

A FRIEND.
Newton, 12th September, 1706.

The next paper which Langford Brooke's friends put out 
was especially addressed to the leaseholders of the borough, 
and was as follows:  

A Hint to the Leasehold Burgesses of the Borough of Newton.
Gentlemen, You are engaged in a contest, who shall represent you in 

Parliament; and throats are being made use of by the executors of the 
late member, or their agents, against you, if you vote contrary to their 
mandates. Nothing can bo so like undue influence, which is contrary 
to the freedom of election. If not granting you leave to add a life to 
theirs, is what you dread consider whether on the terms lately offered, 
it would not be madness in you to do it. [A brother Burgess, I am 
told, was asked, by these conscientious agents twenty-four years' 
purchase to put in a life, when twenty-four would have bought a 
perpetual estate of inheritance. He refused it for he had better to 
nave sunk the money at the high interest he may get for the life than 
taken the lease.] Be not afraid they have no power to lease, sell, or 
exchange, (as I am told) so that they must run out the lives, vote as 
you will so that you have nothing to expect, nor anything to fear from 
them. Let the world know, if they use any undue influence, and see 
the consequence.

Bo steady to your purpose, and give yourselves consequence. Assort 
the right of Englishmen, and by showing what you can do, you will 
secure to yourselves and families an independent right that will 
always keep the usurpers of the borough in awe.

You know the candidates for the borough better than I do chuso 
that man whoso character you most approve of.

Independency honour honesty liberality veracity and steadi 
ness, are good ingredients to make a Member of Parliament out of.

Bo wise whilst you have the opportunity. Free yourselves and your 
posterity from slavery anil vassalage. Your well-wisher,

A BURGESS OF NEWTON. 
12th September, 1797.
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One of the Newton electioneers tried his hand upon a 
squib in verse in support of Mr. Langford Brooke; nnd the 
verse, which was not above the average of such squibs, was 
ns follows:  

AN ELECTION SONG.

Come, como, my fellow-burgesses,
To tli' hustings let's away, 

And give our votes for T. L. Brookc,
And spurn tyrannic sway.

For a voting wo will go, 4c.
Three hundred years we've been depriv'd

By Haydock's haughty house 
To chuse our Representative,

But take what tyrants chose.
Now a voting we will go, &c.

Remember we are Englishmen 
Have this inherent right, 

To chuse a man we judge most fit,
And favours will requite.

Then a voting we will go, &c.
Then he not basely bought or brib'd

But spurn despotic sway ; 
Your independence now maintain,

And Brooke shall win the day.
So a voting we will go, Ac.

At the poll, which, most unreasonably us wo should now 
think, lasted for four days, having been taken on tho 15th 
10th, 18th, and 19th September, 1797, the number of votes 
polled for Mr. Langford Brooke was thirty-nine, and for 
Colonel Patten thirty-seven, and Mr. Langford Brooke con 
sequently obtained the sent; and his triumph was celebrated 
in the usual way by a diuner, at which, among the toasts 
drunk, were the following: " May puss in Pattens never 
" cross the Brookc of independency, and may the borough of 
" Newton never be gulled by a Heron." (This was an allusion 
to the name of Colonel Legh's executor.) " Success to Mr. 
" Langford Brooke, of Mere, who, like a good magistrate, 
" endeavours to free an apprentice from a bad master;" and 
" May the borough of Newton never be clogged with pattens."
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But Mr. Langford Brooke's triumph was not long lived: 
for a petition was presented against his return ; and on its 
coming on for hearing before a Committee of the House of 
Commons in the following December, they struck off a number 
of votes on each side, and in the end unseated Mr. Langford 
Brooke, and reported that Colonel Patten had a majority of 
six above his opponent, and was consequently entitled to the 
seat.

The two candidates suffered severely in purse by the con 
test for an honour which, if given spontaneously, would have 
been of value, but which, being purchased, ceased to have 
any worth.

Mr. Brooke, of Norton, and Colonel Patten, sat for Newton, 
after the contested election of 1797 had given the latter the 
disputed seat. They saw the Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland brought about, and in 1802, when a new parliament 
was called, they were again returned us members for the 
borough. In 1806, Mr. Brooke and Colonel Heron were 
returned, and Colonel Patten, who in the meantime had 
taken the name of Bold, and was become Peter Patten Bold, 
sat in that parliament for Lancaster. He afterwards sat for 
Malmesbury, and died on the 17th October, 1819. In the 
parliament of IH07, the old member, Mr. Brooke, gave place 
to John Ireland Blackburne, Esq., and Col. Heron was again 
elected as his colleague. In this year occurred the defeat of 
Napoleon, and his disastrous retreat from Moscow. In 1814 
the same members were again returned ; but Colonel Heron, 
now become a general, was soon afterwards appointed by the 
Lord Chancellor steward and bailiff of the three hundreds of 
Ohiltern, in the county of Bucks, which was then the cir 
cuitous way of vacating a seat in parliament. In 1810 
Thomas Legh, Esq., of Lyme Park, the owner of the borough, 
and the son and devisee of the late Colonel Legh, having
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(Utnined his majority, was elected in his place ; mid in 1818 
he and Thomns Claughton, Esq., his brother-in-law, who had 
been colonel of the Newton volunteers, raised in 1808, were 
returned as the members for Newton. Mr. Legh, who was a 
minor at his father's death, being desirous, after leaving the 
University, to improve his mind by travelling, determined on 
visiting the east, where it was then by no means BO safe to 
travel as it has since become, and where, to add to its other 
dangers, the plngue was then raging. Undeterred, however, 
either by obstacles or dangers, after he had visited the Egean, 
and seen Myteleue, Scio, Delos, Mycone, Athens, Zante, and 
Malta, he sailed to Alexandria, and from thence ho passed up 
the Nile into Nubin. As one of the curliest travellers who 
ever penetrated by the Nile route as far ns Ibrim, Mr. Legh 
only effected his purpose by using his sword to the sheik of 
Dehr, not as a weapon, but us a bribe, tie did not, however, 
resort to any of the unblushing falsehoods to which De 
Saulcy confesses himself to have stooped, when offering 
another sheik his gun as a present, he named double the sum 
it had cost as the price he had paid for it in Paris; upon 
which the sharp sheik said thai instead of the gun, then, he 
would tako as a present the sum which the traveller said he 
had so paid for it. But deceit seems to have been the French 
traveller's forte, for when he had entertained another sheik 
with the performance of a musical box, he told his visitor 
that there was a little animal shut up in the box which made 
the music. Returning from his travels in 1810, Mr. Legh 
published an account of them in a well written volume, as 
free from bavardage as even old Norden could desire, who, 
speaking of some foreign travellers, said in his horror of it 
that " ils ont la ruge de bavarder."

Mr. Legh early drew attention to that trade, the horrors 
of which can scarcely be exaggerated the slave trade in 
Egypt, which has happily since been abolished. He mast 
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have thought Cairo, boastfully as she calls herself, " Mis'r, 
" without nn equal, Mis'r, the mother of the world," a very 
cruel mother, for he then visited " the slave market, where, 
" to say nothing of the moral reflections suggested hy the 
" traffic in human beings, the senses were offended in the 
" most disagreeable manner by the excessive state of filthi- 
" ness in. which these miserable beings were compelled to 
" exist. They were crowded together in enclosures like the 
" sheep-pens of Srnithfield, the consequences of which may 
" be more readily imagined than described :" and he afterwards 
gives an account of the dreadful mortality which attended the 
transit of the slaves from their place of capture to the place 
of sale.

An incident which happened to Mr. Lcgh, on the Nile, may 
shew that the Nile traveller then had dangers which are now 
unknown. " An Albanian soldier," he says, " who was passing 
" up the river, directed his musket towards our boat and 
" deliberately fired at me. The ball passed close to my head, 
" through the hat of my dragoman, and hit the arm of my 
" friend, Mr. Smelt. When we applied to the cacheff for 
" redress for so wanton an outrage, we received for answer 
" that the soldier, like ourselves, was a passenger, and being 
" on the water was not liable to his jurisdiction."

But the story of Mr. Legh's visit to the Crocodiles of the 
mummy pit at Amabdi, and the perils which attended and 
followed it, will bo best told in his own words. He and some 
fellow-travellers having been told wonderful stories of these 
pits which were in the desert, they determined to explore 
them : " We crept," he says, " for seven or eight yards 
" through an opening at the bottom of the pit which was 
" partly choked up with the drifting sand of the desert, and 
" found ourselves in a huge chamber about fifteen feet high ; 
" whilst holding up my torch to examine the vault, I acci- 
" dentally scorched one of the bats that were flying about.
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" We had all of us torches, and we now entered a low gallery 
" in which we continued for more than an hour, slooping or 
" creeping as was necessary, and following its windings. We 
" at length found the opening of the chamber, which we now 
" approached, guarded by a trench of unknown depth, and 
" wide enough to require a good leap. The first Aral) jumped 
" the ditch, nnd we all followed him. The passage we entered 
" wns extremely small, and so low in some places as to oblige 
" us to crawl flat on the ground, and almost always on our 
" hands and knees. The intricacies of its windings resembled 
" u labyrinth, and terminated at length in a chamber much 
" smaller than that we had left, but like it containing nothing 
" to satisfy our curiosity. Our search hitherto had been 
" fruitless, but the mummies might not be far distant. Another 
" search mid we might still be successful. The Arab whom 
" I followed, and who led the way, now entered another gallery, 
" and we ail continued to move in the same manner as before, 
" each preceded by a guide. We had not gone far before the 
" heat became so excessive, that for my own part I found my 
" breathing extremely difficult, my head began to ache most 
" violently, and 1 had a most distressing sensation t-f fulness 
" about the heart. We felt we had gone too far, and yet were 
" almost deprived of the power of returning. At this moment 
" the torch of the first Arab went out: I wns close lo him, 
" and saw him fall on his side ; he uttered a groan liis legs 
" were strongly convulsed, and I heard a rattling noise in his 
'  throat he was dead The Arab behind me, seeing the torch 
" of his companion extinguished, and conceiving that he had 
" stumbled, passed me, advanced to his assistance, and stooped. 
" I observed him appear faint, totter, nnd fall in a moment  
" he also wns dead. The third Arab came forward, and made 
" an effort to approach the bodies, but slopped short. We 
" looked at each other in silent horror. The danger increased 
" every instant, our torches burnt faintly, our breathing be-



102

" came more difficult, our knees tottered under us, and we 
" felt our strength nearly gone. There was no time to be 
" lost. Our companion, Barthow, cried out to us to ' take 
" ' courage,' and we began to move back as fast as we could. 

" The windings of the passages through which we had come 
" increased the difficulty of our escape ; we might take a 
" wrong turn, and never reach the great chamber we had first 
" entered. Even supposing we took the shortest road, it was 
" but too probable our strength would fail us before we arrived. 

" We had each of us, separately and unknown to one another, 
" observed attentively the different shapes of the stones which 
' projected into the galleries we had passed, so that each had 
" mi imperfect clue to the labyrinth we had now to retrace. 
" We compared notes, and only on one occasion had a dispute, 

" onr American companion differing from my friend and iny- 
" self. In this dilemma we were determined by the majority, 
" and fortunately were right. Exhausted with fatigue and 
" terror, we reached the edge of the deep trench, which re- 
" maincd to be crossed before we got into the great chamber. 
" Mustering all my strength, I leaped, and was followed by 

" the American. Smelt stood on the brink, ready to drop 
" with fatigue. He called to us to help him over the fosse, 

" or at least to stop, if only for five minutes, to allow him to 
" recover Iris strength It was impossible to stay was death ; 

" and we could not resist the desire to push on and reach the 
"open air. We encouraged him, however, to summon nil his 

" force, mid he cleared the trench. When we reached the 
" open air it was one o'clock, and the heat in the sun about 
100°."

Mr. Legh afterwards made a second journey to the east, 
and was among the first travellers who crossed the long 
desert from Egypt, and made the journey into Palestine by 
tin- valley of Wady Moussa.

On his way home from his first journey he witnessed the
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battle of Waterloo, and while there he offered his services, 
which were gladly accepted, to carry despatches on the field 
during the heat of that great day.

On the calling of the last parliament of King George III, 
in the year 1820, Mr. Legh and Mr. Claughton were once 
more returned as the members for Newton, and in the follow 
ing year when King George IV called his first parliament 
they were again elected as its representatives. In the parlia 
ment of 1826, when the first Act for making the Liverpool 
and Manchester Railway was passed, an Act which was fraught 
with greater consequences to the whole trayelling world than 
any one could then foresee, and which resulted in adding 
largely to the wealth, population, and importance of Newtou, 
Thomas Alcock, Esquire, sat as one member for the borough, 
and the old member, Mr. Claughton, as the other. Since the 
last time Mr. Legh sat in Parliament for Newton he had again 
visited the East, and to commemorate his journey and tlio 
pleasure he had derived from it he gave Eastern names to the 
new streets which he laid out on a part of his Warrington 
estate, calling one Palmyra-square, and others Suez-street, 
Cairo-street, Egypt-street, and Pyramid-street, names, which 
except the last, all of them still retain. In 1820, after he 
had again returned to England, there happened an event 
which made much noise at the time, and which ultimately led 
to consequences of importance to Mr. Legh. Edward Gibbon 
Wakcfield, William Wakefield, Edward Thevenot, and Frances 
Waketield entered into a conspiracy to carry off and marry 
Miss Ellen Turner, a young lady of 15 years of age, and the 
only child of William Turner, Esquire, a gentleman of large 
property, residing at Shrigley Hall. Mrs. Frances Wakcfield, 
the wife of an uncle of the two Wakefields, and the daughter of 
Dr. Davis, the Master of the Grammar School at Mncclesfield, 
and who up to this lime had been known only as Miss Davis, 
has the credit of having contrived the plan by which the
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young lady was to be secured and carried off. Shrigley is 
very near Macclesfield, and knowing that Miss Turner was 
likely to be a great heiress, Mrs. Wakefield suggested that she 
would be a most eligible match for Edward Gibbon Wakefield, 
if he could only curry her oft" and marry her. When the plan 
had been laid and well considered, all the four persons took 
the parts assigned them in it. They bought a handsome 
carriage and agreed that Mrs. Wakefield, who furnished them 
with money, was to be the directress, and that Theveuot, 
whose name must surely have been given him on the 
contradictory principle of luctis a non lucendo was to act the 
part of a valet or servant to the two Wakefields, of whom 
Edward was to marry the lady, and William was to assist him 
in carrying her off. Elaving first ascertained that Mr. Turner 
was gone from home and was away in London, and that Mrs. 
Turner was sick and unwell nt Shrigley, they wrote a letter 
purporting to come from John Ainsworth, signing himself 
an M D., to Miss Daulby, the governess of the school in 
Liverpool, under whose care the young lady had been placed. 
In this letter, which was written with great cleverness, Mrs. 
Turner was described as being threatened with an attack of 
paralysis, which might prove fatal at any time, but Miss Daulby 

was warned not on any account to disclose the worst to Miss 
Turner, but to send her home in the doctor's carriage, of 
which his servant Thevenot had the charge. The servant 
plnyed his part so well that on the 7th May, when the letter 
was delivered, he received Miss Turner from her governess 
without the least suspicion being excited, and brought her 

under his charge in the carriage to Warrington, where 
Edward Gibbon Wakefield, having introduced himself to her, 
with most respectful attention informed her slowly and very 
cautiously that it was not so much her mother's illness as the 
state of her father's affairs which had led to her being sent 
for from school, and that as her father's friend, whose uncle
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had sent him a large sum of money, he was to conduct her to 
her father, who was then threatened with ruin, from which 
she only could save him and preserve the Shrigley estates. 
William Wakefield, Edward's accomplice, who was now 
introduced to her as Captain Wilson, accompanied them from 
Warrington, whence they posted forward to Manchester. 
From that place they proceeded with four post horses to 
Halifax, and from thence in the samo way to Carlisle, various 
reasons being from time to time invented to lull the young 
lady's suspicions and account for their not meeting with Mr. 
Turner either at Manchester or Halifax, and to heguile the 
young lady onward. At Carlisle, where their equipage drew a 
crowd about the inn door, while they changed horses, Edward 
Gibbon Wakefield entered the inn alone, and upon his return 
he told Miss Turner that there were bailiffs in the crowd 
waiting to arrest her father, who was in the inn, but who on 
that account dared not come out, and that he had desired her 
to hasten forward with him, Mr. Wakefield, to Scotland, and 
there to marry him, as the only means of saving the Shrigley 
estates. After this they hastened to Gretna and were married 
in the usual way by tin? Blacksmith, who received for 
his services two guineas and some champagne, or, ns he 
described it, " some chumpine " to drink. William Wnkefield 
and another witness signed the certificate which the blacksmith 
usually gave to the couples he united, ami which, to muke it 
look more forma), had a rude drawing of the King's arms at 
the top. From Gretna they posted with four horses to London, 
whither it was now pretended Mr. Turner hod retired with the 
intention of going to France in order to be more safe. In 
London, Edward Gibbon Wakefield pretended to have received 
tidings that her father was already gone to France and had left 
orders that they were to follow him with the utmost speed. 
They then crossed to Calais and took up their quarters nt an 
hotel. But in the meantime Mr. Turner, who had received
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information of this hold and daring abduction of his daughter 
having obtained the necessary warrant for arresting Edward 
Gibbon Wakefield, and his brother hastened after them to 
Calais and there having met Edward Gibbon Wakefield walk 
ing on the beach with his daughter, the latter as soon as she 
saw her father instantly quitted her pretented husband and 
rushed into her father's arms, who forthwith brought her back 
to England. The two Wakefields huving afterwards returned 
to England were apprehended and taken before the nearest 
magistrate who happened to he Mr. Turner's next neigh 
bour, Mr. Legh, of Lyme, whose house closely adjoined 
Shrigley, and were committed by him to Lancaster castle to 
take their trial for their oifenoe. At the next assizes held 
there, on the 23rd March 1827, they were indicted and tried 
before Mr. Baron Hulloek, and being both found guilty were 
each sentenced to three years' imprisonment; and an act of 
parliament having been soon afterwards obtained to set aside 
Miss Turner's pretended marriage which was proved never to 
have been consummated, she married Mr. Legh, about the year 
1820 and died in childbirth in 1881, leaving her infant 
daughter surviving. There is in Winwick church a beautiful 
Italian sculpture set up by her husband, in which she, her 
husband, and the infant, are represented, to preserve her 
memory and commemorate his grief for her loss.

In the parliament of 1830 the old member, Mr. Claugh- 
ton, and Thomas Houldsworth, esquire, of Manchester, the 
eminent cotton spinner, were returned as the members for 
Newton ; and in the next year when the borough, which had 
existed for more than two centuries and a half, was included 
in schedule A of the Reform Act, and so doomed to destruc 
tion, the same two members voted upon it, and afterwards heard 
its dirge. Neither Mr. Legh nor Mr. Claughton afterwards 
sought parliamentary honours; but Mr Honldsworth who
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sat with Mr. Claughton for Newton in the last parliament, 
afterwards represented the borough of Poutefract.

But about this time Newton, by becoming for a time the 
residence of George Stepheusou, obtained a distinction which 
might well console it for the loss of its parliamentary 
privileges. The celebrated father of railways made Newton 
the little metropolis or centre from which he directed for a 
while the erection of the Sankey viaduct, and the other grcut 
works on the Liverpool and Manchester railway, the first link 
of that mighty chain which has since extended into almost 
every known country which has immensely multiplied the 
number of travellers and the facilities for travelling has 
brought distant places and countries into near connection, 
has lengthened life, if life is to be measured by what we have 
the power to see, while it gives promise of being in the future 
among the greatest pioneers of civilization. While he was in 
the neighbourhood of Newton, Mr. Stephenaon was sent for 
by the King of Belgium to give him his advice and counsel 
on the lines which his majesty contemplated making in that 
country ; and at his return he toid, in his own ricli Northum 
berland dialect, tbis account of his interview with the king 
and queen : " t was sitting yo' see with the king in his study 
" when there com' a knock at the door, and the king said 
" come in, and who do you think it should be but the queen ? 
" and what do you think she said to mo ? She said, Noo, 
" Mr. Stephenson, be sure you don't kill my good mon upo 1 
" the railway, as you kilt Mr. Huskisson."

At Golborne, which is in the fee of Makerfield, and which 
so nearly adjoins the town of Newton as to form almost a 
part of it, there is an old remain called the Castle Mill, which 
deserves a passing notice in this account of the fee. The 
approach to it from Newton is by a narrow pathway, which, 
commencing near the church and crossing over two fields, 
reaches the banks of the Golborne Brook, a rivulet which
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winds through a very picturesque dell. On the west side of 
this rivulet, where the red rook rises above it, there is scooped 
out a rude alcove or cave, which the country people assign to 
Robin Hood, the popular hero, who in most of our northern 
counties divides with Arthur of the Round Table and Alfred 
the Great the right to legendary fame. The Castle Hill, 
which stands in a commanding position above the othar bank 
of the stream, and is bowl-shaped, is 320 feet in circumference 
at the base, 220 feet in circumference at the top, and it has an 
elevation of 17 feet above the level of the field below. On 
the top are some gnarled oaks, which have been rooting 
themselves there for three centuries or more. This hill, which 
is composed of the dry red lonm of the neighbourhood heaped 
upon the bare rock at its base, and which appeared not to 
have been opened before, was opened on the Hth July, 1843, 
by sinking n shaft down the centre, and an adit from the side 
to meet it. Neither bones, nor deer horns, celts, pottery, nor 
any other artificial remains rewarded the toil of the explorers. 
In the hill wore found'great quantities of the external coating 
of the roots of decayed plants, which nature has endued with 
a vitality so remarkable, that Lucretius somewhere observes 
of it that nothing is so indestructible. The fibres within 
these coatings were converted into complete mould, in which 
new plants, and even the roots of the old ones were striking 
fresh fibres, and drawing nourishment, and were thus " parens 
" prolesqtie simul." An account of the opening was given at 
the time in the Manchester Philosophical Transactions, the 
principal particulars of which are given in the subjoined 
note.*

* The Castle Hill stands half-a-mile to the North of Newtou, at the junction 
of two streams, the Simkey and the Dene, whose united waters form the brook 
that flows by Newton. It is romantically situated, covered with venerable oaks, 
which have weathered the blasts of centuries. The ci-cumference at the 
bottom is 820 feet, at the top 226 feet; the height is 17 feet. On the sonth 
and west aides there is a fosse, about 5 feet deep and 40 feet wide. The depth 
has been originally 7 feet two feet being cat into the solid rock. The fonuda-
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After the parliamentary disfranuhisemeiu of Newton, Mr. 
Legh, who had more tluui once been its representative, did

tion is on the original green sward aud the barrow has been formed of earth and 
rock takeu from the fosse. Tradition BAYS that Alfred the Great was buried 
here, with a crown of gold and in a silver coffin. [The barrow is the fortress to 
which Mr. Fitchett alludes in the passage of his Alfred, which we quoted in 
our former paper.] It was expected that a kiatvaen would be found, and that 
it would be placed on the level of the original green sward ; aud at this level, 
about 12 feet below the top of the hill, an opening, -1 feet square, was made on 
the west side. This opening was driven horizontally till it met a shaft, 6 feet 
in diameter, which was sunk from the top. The hill was found to bo composed 
of clay and marl, red sand, and red sandstone, but its west side WAS composed 
principally of stiff red clay. In the drift, nearly on the level of the original 
sward, were found patches of burnt clay aud marl, mixed with ashes aud pieces 
of wood charcoal. The ashes seemed to be coal ashes. Several stones were 
found, which had on them the marks of fire. Roots and branches of oak were 
found imbedded in the marl in this drift. In the perpendicular shaft the things 
discovered were similar to those discovered in the western drift on the north 
side it was loose sand, on the south the earth was a compact body of clay and 
marl. There was a short circular ridge on the south side of the top of the 
barrow. The position of the original green sward was early seen in the shaft. 
A tunnel, 'A feet square, was driven horizontally on the level of the green sward 
from the shaft into the south side of the barrow. At the distance of alxint 10 
feet from the centre of the barrow, on the south side of tho shaft, n chamber 
was discovered. The base of this chamber was 2 feet broad, and it was curved. 
Its length was 21 feet; its height 2 I'eet; and the roof was a semi-circular arch. 
It seemed to be constructed of masses of clay, about a foot in diameter, rolled 
into form in a moist state, and closely compacted by pressure. When the 
chamber was first opened, the candles were extinguished, and there was great 
difficulty in breathing. The sides aud bottom of the chamber were coated with 
an impalpable powder, of smoke colour. Tho bottom of tho chamber was 
covered with a dark-coloured substance. Tho cxt«rnal surface of this substance 
was like peat earth, being rough, uneven, and of a black colour. The inside of 
it, when broken, was close and compact, and somewhat similar to black sealing- 
wax, which, when examined by the microscope, was found U> be closely dotted 
with particles of lime. It was thought to be a mixture of wood ashes, half 
burned animal matter, and calcined bones. On this plate of animal matter, 
which had been placed on the level of the original green sward, was a covering 
of loose earth, about 2 inches in thickness, which might have fallen from tho 
roof and sides of the chamber. Immediately below the plate of animal matter 
a trench had been cut, alxmt 15 inches deep, and two tiers of round oak timber 
had been placed in it. The first tier was notched into tho green sward, and 
the second tier was 9 inches )>elow it. The horizontal distance of the several 
piecei was about 18 inches, and the pieces in the lower tier wen placed exactly 
opposite to those in the upper one. Several of tho pieces were charred, and 
many of them had entirely disappeared, leaving black marks in the sides of tho 
trench, where th«y had formerly been placed. These pieces of oak appeared to 
have been 3 or 4 inches in diameter. In almost all tho cases the wood of these 
pieces had been absorbed ; in some cases the bark on the under side of these 
pieces was carbonised, and had nearly the appearance of coal; and in other 
cases the bark on the under side of these pieces retained its original form and 
colour. In one case, however, one of these pieces, in contact with tho animal 
matter, had the appearance of dry decayed wood. Tho trench, below the plate 
of animal matter, was filled with clay. The oak, we know, was sacred in the 
eyes of the Druids. Is it possible that tho tiers of oak were laid so that tho
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not again seek a seat in parliament. He married a second 
wife, Maud, the daughter of Georges Lowther, esquire ; and 
after suffering much in his latter years from ill health, the 
result perhaps of his frequent foreign travel, he died without 
male issue on the 7th May, 1857, and was succeeded in the 
barony of Newton and his other estates by his nephew

bodies of the dead might rest upon wood of the sacred tree ? No kistvaen, 
arms, armour, or ornaments were found. Had the barrow been made iu so 
remote an age that the arts were in their infancy ? The chamber containing 
the animal matter appeared to have been air-tight, for its exact termination was 
discovered on the west side, and it was found to be closely sealed up with 
bundles of grass, a coat of fern, dry roots, and clay. The fern and the roots 
were placed against a vertical face of clay on the outside of the chamber, and 
they were not carbonised. It eeems probable that the bodies had been par 
tially burned, with wood and coal, on the green sward on which the barrow was 
formed ; that the partially burned remains of the bodies had been collected and 
deposited on the surface of the circular trench ; and that then a wall and a 
strong arch of moist clay should have become hard before the barrow was formed, 
otherwise the weight of the barrow would compress and destroy the chamber. 
Therefore that the arch and chamber might be hardened by the sun's heat on 
the outside and by the heat of the half burned remains on the inside, it would 
be necessary that the two ends of the chamber should remain open for a con 
siderable time before the barrow was raised; and when the arch and sides of 
the cavity became hard and solid, the two ends of the chamber would be closed, 
and the barrow would then be raised. It is probable that this chamber con 
tained the original deposit, and that it had never been opened before. On the 
roof of the cast side of the chamber there was discovered a very distinct and 
remarkable impression of a human body. There was the canty formed by the 
back of the head, and this cavity was coated with a very thin shell of carbonised 
matter. The depression of the back of the neck, the projection of the shoulders, 
the elevation of the spine, and the protuberance of the lower part of the body, 
were distinctly visible. The body had been that of an adult, and the head lay 
towards the west. The exact form and vertical position of the circular chamber 
was indicated by a ridge on the crest of the hill, which was one reason why the 
tunnel was driven from the bottom of the shaft towards the south. The Castle 
Hill is said to be haunted by a white lady, who flits and glides, but never walks. 
She is sometimes seen at midnight, but is never heard to speak. She is of the 
type of the White Lady of Avenel, of whom it was said 

I gueaft, 'twas frightful there to aee
A lady richly clad as the,
Beautiful exceeding);. Tlu Xoniutery.

[One can hardly find a spot more remarkable for its associations the Druids, 
Alfred, Robin Hood, and the White Lady.: " The opening of the barrow, 
" though begun by day, was continued through the night. There was then a 
" sharp, cold breeze blowing, and as the fire kindled on the top of the hill 
" threw eddying columns of smoke rising under the lofty arch of oak boughs, 
" the breeze veering and whirling two or three times round from every point of 
" the compass, the flickering flame throwing its glare of light upon the quiver- 
" ing arch of oak leaves, the dark and dingy faces of the minors, standing close 
" about the fire, and the apprehension that the White Lady of the Castle Hill 
" might bo looking with displeasure upon our thus rashly invading her abode, 
" produced an association of ideas not to be easily expressed." SJanchetttr 
Philotophical Socttty't Transaction*, 1816, p. 325.
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William John Legh, esquire, the present possessor, a gallant 
officer, who served with his regiment in the Crimea, and was 
in the battle of Inkermann.

So far from suffering from the extinction of its parliamentary 
franchise, Newton rose like the Acanthus under pressure, and 
has flourished since more than it had ever done before. 
The Vulcan foundry, the first manufactory of locomotive 
engines, was built there, and was soon afterwards followed 
by another, the great foundry at the Viaduct, and which is 
less to be wondered at, as at Newton, where the railway 
system may almost be said to have been born. I believe 
there first issued that vade mecum of railways, " Bradshaw's 
Guide," without which the traveller, either at home or abroad, 
would be like a ship without a pilot; and lastly, at Newton 
there has grown up a new town, larger than its parent, which, 
after an early and still well-known railway director, on whom 
the Queen has bestowed a baronetcy, bears the name of 
Earlestown.

Besides the particulars of Newton which have been brought 
before you in this and a former paper, others to which 1 
refer you may be seen in your Society's published Transactions. 
In one of your volumes (1651, pp. 105 and 115), are curious 
accounts of u. dispute between Breche and Risley, and of the 
discovery of a packet of interesting papers relating to the 
great Civil War, in the thatch of a house at Houghton. In 
another volume (1N59-CO, p. 189, et seq.) there is given 
an account of the opening of a barrow at the same place, 
containing some remains which are now in the Warrington 
museum ; and lastly in the Journal of the Archaeological 
Institute (1858, p. 20), there is an account of the finding of 
some curious mediaeval pottery in Winwick churchyard ; all 
these places being within the fee of Makerfield.

Having now finished this account of the Fee of Makerfield, 
and its lords who have possessed it in the long interval
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between the Conquest and our own times, I hope the materials 
brought before you may give the district some of the interest 
which belongs to every place that has a history. Newton, 
as well in ancient as in modern times, can shew a long roll 
of memorable names and a rich store of associations, many 
of which it may be pleasant to remember ; and in the hope 
that, turning to them its telescope, memory, the mind may 
derive some pleasure from the efforts here made to preserve 
them, I take leave of the subject in the words in which the 
great poet of memory closed and apostrophised his : 

Hail, Memory, hail! in thy exhaustless mine, 
From ago to age unnumbered pleasures shine, 
'Thought and her shadowy brood thy call obey, 
And time and space are subject to thy sway ; 
Thy pleasures most we feel when most alone, 
The only pleasures wo can call our own. 
Lighter than air, Hope's summer visions fly 
If but a passing cloud obscure the sky ; 
If but a beam of sober reason play, 
Lo ! fancy's fairy frostwork melts away. 
Hut can the wiles of art, the pomp of power, 
Snatch the rich relics of a well-spent hour? 
These, when all other pleasures wing their flight, 
Pour on the soul a stream of living light. 
And gild those pure nnd perfect realms of rest, 
Where virtue triumphs, and her sous arc blest.


