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THE history of South Britain in tho two or three centuries 
immediately following the departure of the Romans, as 
ordinarily received, is so much at variance with experience as 
recorded in the history of other nations, it is difficult to 
understand how it has survived the critical study to which 
it bns been subjected. Incoherent and inconsistent, it is 
manifestly the product of ignorance and credulity; of men 
who had neither the opportunity nor the energy to investigate 
facts, and therefore with crude nnd rash conjecture supplied 
those gaps which are only too apparent when oral tradition 
is reduced to writing : when the historic penman becomes 
the substitute for the bitrd. Historical legends must 
necessarily be accepted for what they are worth, when more 
authentic aid is not obtainable ; but it is going beyond this 
to give them the dogmatic character of well-ascertained facts. 
An examination of the earliest and most important legend, 
with the assumptions it is supposed to involve, will illustrate 
this.

li is said (hat the first arrival of the Teutons, precedent 
to their possession of England, was effected in three keels, 
and thiii the detachment contained representatives of the 
Angles, the Jutes, and the Saxons. If this be compared with 
Cirsar's account of his first visit, in which he speaks of having 
in all ninety-eight transports besides his navy, it is manifest 
that, if the Teutons had only three keels, their carrying 
power was enormously in excess of Cesar's transports, evun
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if allowance be made for the difference between a hostile and 
friendly visit: for, as the Teutons came to fight as allies, they 
must have had their accoutrements with them. To say that 
the number of keels is fin arbitrary imitation of the Welsh 
triads, raises the question whether the enumeration of three 
distinct septs or tribes is not equally arbitrary ; such an 
inference is legitimate nnd reasonable, unless there be very 
cogent facts against it. When Dr. Freeman says,* " if this 
" account be rejected the general narrative of the Conquest 
" is in no way affected," he seems to enunciate a principle of 
induction which can scarcely conduce to correct or consistent 
theory : for, if the Teutons did not on that occasion include 
three clans, led by Hengist and Horsa, in three keels, the 
authority of the legend is very much invalidated. Mr. Coote 
has recently drawn attention to a statement by Panlus 
Diaconns (?) to the effect that the invasion of Kent was 
conducted by Vortigern, and not by Hengist and Horsa ;t 
thus reversing the tenor of the received record : a reverse 
which the record is less able to withstand among those who 
consider the number of keels and tribes to be an arbitrary 
assertion, unsupported by any fact beyond the bare possibility 
of an arrival of some sort. Ik-tie and the Saxon Chronicle 
in their account of this invasion are inconsistent with each 
other, and ench with himself. Bede first speaks of the 
nation us Angles or Saxons, as if the names were equiva 
lents. Then he says, those who came over were of the 
three most powerful nations of Germany Saxons, Angles, 
and Jutes. From the .fines, who are not mentioned at all 
in the first statement, he says are descended the people of 
Kent, and of the Isle of Wight, and also those in the 
province of the West Saxons, who are to this day (A.D. 781) 
called .lutes, seated opposite the Isle of Wight. From the 
Saxons, that is the country which is called Old Saxony, 

* Norm»n Conqnmt. I. 18. t Alhntmm. 1878.
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came the East Snxous, the South Stixons, ami tho West 
Saxons. From the Angles, that is the eountry called Anglia, 
and which is said from that time to remain a desert to this 
day (A.D. 731), between the provinces of the Jutes nnd the 
Snxons, are descended the East Angles, the Midland Angles, 
the Mercians ; all the race of the Northumbrians, that is of 
those nations that dwell on the north side of the river 
Humher; and all the other nations of the Angles. Now, 
though Bede only mentions the Angles or Saxons as being the 
first arrivals in Kent, the natural inference from his state 
ments is, that that first arrival really included representatives 
of the three races, who, with their successors, partitioned the 
country between them as described ; and further, that of the 
Angles, the number of immigrants was so great, their original 
country remained a desert for nearly three centuries, that is, 
from 449 to 781. Such very great migrations may have been 
accomplished by land, but where in there nny record of such 
another migration by water over such n distance, and with 
such appliances ? The Saxon Chronicle makes a similar 
statement, under date Hit, but distinctly asserts that the 
leaders of the Angles wore Hengist and llorsa; so that 
though that people were in possession of Kent, they pusscd 
nn, nnd left that tine county to the Jutes.

For a quarter of a century, according to the Chronicle, all 
the invasion and fighting are done by Hengist and his son 
jKsc, Horsa having been killed five or six years after the 
landing. In 477 is the first mention of any other leadera, 
namely, ,-Klla and his three sons Cymen, Wlencing, nnd 
Ci&sa, who came to the land of Britain in three ships 
(observe the triads), at a place which is called Cymenes-ora. 
Eighteen years after two ealdunnen, Cerdic and Cynric his 
son, came with five, ships, at the place which is called Cerdic'a- 
ore. Six years after arrived Pon and his two sons Bieda and 
Mirgla, with two ships, at a place which is railed Portsmouth.



Of these records it may be observed that they are sus 
piciously eponymic : there can be little doubt that Portsmouth 
derives its name from the river called Port, signifying in 
Celtic a harbour and a ferry; there are other places called 
Portsmouth, as in Yorkshire. Cissa is said to have founded 
Chichester, which is therefore styled Cissan-ceastar; but the 
name ceastnr is fatal to his claims as the original founder: 
at best he was nothing more than a restorer, and it is 
doubtful if even that, supposing a person so named lived 
at the time. It is affirmed the British name for the Roman 
settlement was Caer-ci, camp-holdfaitt, of which the modern 
name is a transposition, with the Teutonic ceastar or cheater 
substituted for the Celtic otter ; just as caer-leirion became 
leir ceastar, and thence Leicester ; Mr having been an ancient 
name for the Soar. Haiti, another ancient name for Leicester, 
appears to be C. raite, roads, and to have been given througli 
its proximity to the junction of three or more highways. 
Ore is Celtic for coast; the name Cynric is apparently Celtic I 
likewise, signifying royal head, surviving to this day in the 
surname of Kenrick. Local topographical and historical \ 
inquiry would probably shew that some of the other names 
are also eponymous, representing heroes who were invented, 
as saints were subsequently, for the purpose of explaining 
the etymology of place-names ; the real root of which had 
been lost amidst the dialectical changes induced by immigra 
tion and conquest.

Among the assumptions which the adoption of the legend 
of Teutonic settlement involves are two, not to be easily 
reconciled with the experience of history, namely, (I) that 
the effects of the Roman occupation of Britain were very 
superficial, and so transient that when the legions were with 
drawn the native population relapsed into their ancient 
barbarism; [Freeman I, 19]; and, (2) that there is every 
reason to believe that the Celtic inhabitants of (hose parts of
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Britain which, at the eud of the sixth century, had become 
English (i.e. Teutonic) had been ns nearly extirpated as a 
nation can be. [Ibid. p. 18.]

The incursions of Julius Caesar can be regarded only as 
gigantic filibustering or buccaneering, for they did not lead to 
uuy immediate retention of territory; but the Romans exer 
cised sway in South Britain for four centuries: they have left 
records of that influence in material works, of a magnitude, 
skill, and strength which testify the value attached to their 
colony; from which, there is reason to believe, they drew large 
supplies of metals and grain, besides many other commodities 
of importance, and it seems very inconsistent to speak of 
their occupation as superficial in its effects. It may have been 
partial, possibly as partial as that of the English in India that 
English occupation was commenced but little more than a 
century ago, and has attained its present extent very recently, 
the territory and population appear to be about proportionate 
to those of the ancient Roman empire ; yet it will scarcely bo 
said that the English occupation of India is superficial, so 
far as moral and political influence extend, though mere 
numerical proportion may justify such an expression. Nor 
can it be supposed that if the presence uf the English was 
withdrawn no abiding influence would remain. The. abolition 
of Suttee, the introduction of railways and artillery, with 
many other changes which cannot be here noticed, will leave 
the English mark for ages. Further, on the skirts of the 
Roman immigration hung the teachings of Christianity, in 
that form which anticipated St. Austin and the Latin church, 
and resisted their assumptions: and in like manner, on the 
skirts of the English in India, hang the teachings of that 
same Christianity. As it is difficult to say how the influence 
of the earlier Christian teaching nurtured the independent 
spirit which resisted Ultramontane assumption*, and to which 
this country is so much indebted for its religious and political
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freedom ; so it is impossible to anticipate the influence which 
the later Christianity may have in India.

According to Hichard of Cirencester, the Scots and 1'icts, 
whom he strangely calls " transmarine nations," took advan 
tage of tho helpless condition of Britain when Maximus had 
drained ott' its warlike1 youth. This would be it little before 
A.D. 388, the year in which Maximus was slain. Thus the 
last sixty years of the Roman supremacy formed a troublous 
period. The Teutonic theory almost involves the necessity 
of attributing the turmoil to the unruly Scots and 1'icts, who 
are a sort of Deux ex machind, to accomplish or explain any 
important changes of which the record is imperfect. But 
surely it is more probable that those disturbances were caused 
first of all by the tribes only partly subdued ; and conliuued 
by people who wished to protect themselves, and to seize any 
thing they could obtain in the general scramble

With regard to the extirpation of the Celts from the 
Teutonized parts of Britain, that assumption appears based 
on an amount of population utterly inconsistent with the 
euormous forces which were organized to resist Ctesar and 
other invaders, and with the prolificness of the Cells. All 
this violence to probability is assumed in order to reconcile 
accounts, the earliest and most authentic of which is known 
to have been compiled nearly 300 years after the events which 
it is supposed to record. The Teutonic invasions are sup 
posed to have commenced about AIX 450, and Beede is 
believed to have compiled his history about A.D. 730. 
Writing at such an interval it is surely doing less violence to 
probability to suppose that he wrought into his accounts 
those suppositions and conjectures which wore current in his 
day, or which he thought needful to give coherence and pro 
bability to his relation. A man who has shown himself so 
very credulous in the ecclesiastical, that is. the designedly most 
important part of his work, would give ready acceptance to
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niiy traditions, t-ponyuiic or otherwise, which did not distress 
his easy credulity. Yet, as pointed out above, his descriptions 
of the nationality of tlic invaders are quite inconsistent. 
The implicit acceptance given to the accounts received from 
Bede and other monkish writers, is partly due to that arrogant 
dogmatism which leads the Latin Christians to stigmatise 
dissenters as pagan or heathen. The conflict with Ultra- 
inoutauisin is as old as the landing of St. Augustine, if hit* 
special mission was not really to assist those who had already 
commenced the unfortunate strife. The remarkable incident 
in Northumbria of the riding of Coifi on horseback into the 
temple of the so-called idol may mark a conversion or per 
version from the earlier type of Christianity to Romanism: 
that it), to the acknowledgment of the claims of the Bishop 
of Rome. The distinction drawn between the usual steed 
proper for a priest and the charger ridden by Coifi, involves 
forgetfulness of the etiquette which required papal eccle 
siastics to ride on mares or mules ; the latter being a sort of 
compromise between the ass's colt and a mare.

But Btcde's modern translators, in their readiness to accept 
traditional legend, have misrepresented his evidence, and 
have made it more Teutonic than he left it. This exaggera 
tion was probably committed in perfect good faith, and is 
therefore the more dangerous. Beede styled his work Hintoria 
Eccletittica Gentis Anglurum, which is rendered the Eccle 
siastical History of England, as though " Genlis Angiorum " 
in Btede's day stood for England, or the English people. 
Hut the Great Alfred, himself a West Saxon prince, and 
the earliest adapter of Bfede's work whose labours are extant, 
does not commit this error, but renders Angloruin, when 
used in its widest application, angel-cynnes; and though he 
has once or twice adopted the form Engliscan and Englisce, 
he does not include the Saxon population, and so possibly 
those words arc but orlliopraphicnl variations. Thin mode of



translation prevents any of that inconsistency which is con 
spicuous when the different tribes of Angles are separately 
mentioned, ns the Mediterrani Angli, the Orientali Angli ; 
which are of course rendered the Midland or Middle Angles, 
and the East Angles: if the word Angli is to he translated 
English in one case, why should not that equivalent be 
maintained throughout ? Though Middle English and East 
English would sound novel, the use of such forms would 
have at least the merit of consistency. Any objection to the 
use of those terms applies to any similar translation of the 
word Angli in a work of such early dnte.

This laxity of translation, to use no harsher term, leads to 
n misrepresentation of an historic fact. In Book I, c. 34, 
Bwde records the vigorous repression of the Scots by Ethel - 
frid ; and in conclusion is made to say, from that time no 
king of Scots durst come into Britain to make war on the 
English to this day ; when he reitlly spoke of the exemption 
enjoyed by the Angles only.

To render Angli by the word English, is an error similar 
to Blogden's, who, in his translation of Ciesar, renders 
Britunni into Kugluh.*

Possibly it will be urged that the more literal translation 
of Bojde's title implies that he intended to compile an eccle 
siastical history of the Angles only, whilst he has included 
accounts of the progress of Latin Christianity among tbe 
Saxons also. But I apprehend it will be conceded that such 
accounts are merely incidental, with the sole exception of the 
Kentish portion, if that be an exception ; for Bwde speaks of 
the invasion of Kent by the Angles. A glance at Dr. 
Freeman's map of Britain in 597 will show how largely the 
Angles predominated in extent of territory ; and it is well 
known they were the most cultivated and civilized.

* Tbe word English IB a legitimate derirative from Angel-iiic, and its appli 
cation to the Auglcn would he unobjectionable, if it bad riot acquired a qtuui 
technical meaning, nnd to habitually applied to the inhabitants of South Britain 
 XohuiYe of the Weigh.
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It is, however, to be noted that Ethelward applies the term 
Angles to the people in all parts of England ; styling even 
the West Saxons Western Angles, and the South Saxons 
Southern Angles. He also says that Eisc was the father 
of Hengist, not his son as other chroniclers state ; and of 
course the genealogy varies. The names of various Anglian 
and Mercian kings, as Ida of Northumberland, and Oflfa of 
Mercia, are purely Celtic, and appear tvt this day in the 
names of townlands in Ireland Tipperary and Kilkenny.

It is to be feared that the capital satire of Geoffrey of 
Monmouth has not obtained fair appreciation for some cen 
turies ; the manner in which he caricatures the eponymous 
legends of other writers has seldom been excelled by the 
most humorous burlesque. The sarcasm contained in the 
concluding chapter of his veracious history has been entirely 
lost upon his commentators, who gravely enumerate various 
grounds for distrusting the statements in this earliest recorded 
attempt at a " Comic History of England."

In considering the state of Britain south of the Clyde and 
Forth when the Romans were obliged to retire, it seems highly 
improbable that the effects of their prolonged sojourn should 
be so evanescent, as is implied by the theory of Teutonic 
invasion and Celtic extirpation. Though it does not appear 
that the Romans had many more than thirty cities of impor 
tance, existing remains testify to almost innumerable forts 
and camps. Around the camps, forts, and cities would con 
gregate all those people, probably mixed races of natives and 
immigrants, who were friendly to, or personally interested in, 
maintaining intercourse with the paramount people. They 
would be merchants and traders, the publicans, or farmers of 
public revenues, mechanics, soldiers, and servile persons. 
Apart from those, some holding intercourse more or leas 
friendly and intimate, others keeping wholly aloof, would be 
various tribes of natives ; and these tribes may be naturally
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grouped under two divisions (1) those who retained the 
primitive habit described by Cffisar of living in woods; and 
(2) those who had sought refuge among the hills. The latter 
are still known to us by the Teutonic name of Welsh, which, 
as a corruption of Wyl-isc, aptly denotes an aboriginal 
people ; for wyl is the original of weulh or tcell, a fount or 
spring; and isc of the terminal is ft, which is an adjectival 
form of frequent use; and Wales thus represents the land of 
the Wealhas. But two other words of Celtic origin were 
frequeutly applied to these southern highlanders, who were 
styled Cymri or Cumri, and Cymbri or Cumbri : names which 
have produced much learned speculation, but which are surely 
of very easy explanation. First, it must be remembered that 
the Welsh u and y are interchangeable with the modem 
English i and u: thus Ruthin and Llunduduo are pronounced 
as though spelt in English Rithin and Llandidno, and Brymbo 
as Brumbo.

According to Zeuss,» the word Kymry means a federation 
of people; and this federation was no doubt instituted in 
very early times for the purpose of repelling unwelcome 
immigrants or invader*. It is said the Cymri did not pene 
trate into the mountains of the northern principality till the 
fifth century ;t but that may refer to the adoption of a 
permanent union. Subsequently, as is well known, the 
Kymry, or Cumri, extended as far north as the Clyde, as 
well as the Cymbri or Cumbri, who appear to be the same 
people; both names survive in Cumberland, which was 
formerly called Cymri-land, as well as Cyiubri-land; the 
Cymbri being those who sought safety in the lulls, from 
C. c6m/i, protection, guard, in compound words, union : and 
bri, a hill, a rising ground ; the Cymri being an union of 
princes.

  Crramm. Celt. I, 236, quotod by Peanon in Hut. England, I, 8. 
t Veilign of Ike Oatl in (hoyntdd, in Petnon, ul rupra.
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The Celtic language is rich in words signifying combined 
action or alliance of some kind. In the Welsh dialect alone 
there are upwards of one hundred. Further, C. Brilo, a 
Briton, is compounded of bii, a hill, and to, a man ; and 
thus Brito is nearly synonymous with Cymbri.

The other portion of un-Romanized Britanni, who would 
I mainly occupy the Eastern and Midland districts as the 

Cymri occupied the West, would probably likewise be named 
from their habits of life ; and as those who sought the pro 
tection of hills were thence called Cymbri : those who 
 heltered in woods would be thence termed Angeilleis, con 
tracted into Angles, from C. an-geill-eis, men of a very 
wooded country, i.e., foresters; yeil, signifying a wood or 
wooded country, eis a man, and an being an intensitive 
particle.* If this conjecture be correct, their great numbers, 
and the influence so speedily acquired by the Angles, are 
readily understood: those numbers having led earlier his 
torians to infer the depopulation of the mysterious continental 
Anglia, by which it was reduced to a desert for three centuries ! 
Similarly, modern historians have supposed that the Celts 
were extirpated to make room for all those foreigners; just 
as, in comparatively recent times, the native black rat was 
exterminated by the Hanoverian brown rat.

Reverting now to the Romanized inhabitants of South 
Britain, there cannot be any doubt they consisted, to a large 
extent, of foreigners. From the date of Caesar's first raid, 
and probably from a date much earlier, foreigners had fre 
quented Britain for the purposes of trade ; it is by no means 
improbable that those visitors were increased in numbers and 
rendered permanent settlers, first of all by the warlike opera 
tions carried on by the Romans in Gaul, Germany, and 
Batavia; and subsequently by the security and prosperity

  So the Angel-cjmno* in Alfred's reroon of BmU't history reprtMnU 
an-geil-<ynnti, the woodland kin. 

D2
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which the presence of the Romans afforded, when their power 
wne established in Britain. Ceesar took counsel with mer 
chants who visited those parts of the coast of Britain opposite 
to Gaul. Among the inhabitants of Britain were a people 
called Coritavi, whose possessions were subsequently included 
in the kingdom of Mercia. Traditionally they were from 
beyond sea, having emigrated from a Teutonic marsh land, 
a tradition which their name confirms, if C. cor, a visit, 
a from, tabh or tamh (tav), the sea, be a correct rendering ; 
whilst Belgica, the land of the Belgi, occupies an important 
position on the Roman map of South Britain; and was 
afterwards included in the kingdom of the West Saxons, as 
was that of the Coritavi in Mercia. These arc evidence of 
foreign intercourse; and in the train of the Roman settlers 
and visitors were doubtless many foreigners, as mercenaries 
in their armies, as servants for their daily wants and luxuries. 
Many of them would be but little qualified for life at the 
outposts, or at the military stations by which the several 
lines of communication were guarded ; they would naturally 
gravitate to the towns along with the Romanized natives : in 
those towns comforts and luxury abounded. When the 
Romans were compelled to withdraw, the unfortunate towns 
folk would become the prey of those natives who had always 
beeu hostile to Rome, but had been compelled to accept their 
protection, or to tolerate their presence. Whilst it is by no 
means improbable that tho Scots and Ficte ravaged the 
northern frontier, and the contiguous country for a considerable 
extent, it is very probable that the townsfolk of South 
Britain became the victims of Cymbri and Angles. The 
latter descending upon the east coast of Kent would naturally 
select the southern side of the Isle of lliauct for their landing, 
as the shore there is more level and more sheltered than on 
the northern side. Whether they were led by Hengist and 
Horsa and opposed by Vortigern, or led by Vortigern and
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opposed by Hengist and Horsa, may, for the present, be left 
for further consideration, until Mr. Coote has proved that the 
alleged invasion of Kent by Vortigern is authentic. In the 
strait arising from the combined, or, perhaps only coincident, 
attacks of the Cymbri and Angles, the townspeople mny have 
appealed to their relatives in Gaul and Batavia, when they 
found it was impossible to obtain aid from Rome; and to 
some extent there may have been response to that appeal: 
but it seems more consistent with historical experience to 
suppose that, under the influence of internecine strife, the 
townsfolk were combined into various federations, each holding 
its own against their indigenous enemies; and at a later 
period, against influential neighbours of kindred origin. 
The history of this important period is a blank for nearly 
three centuries ; and the conjectures of Btedc and his suc 
cessors tend to increase the difficulty of interpreting the 
slight hints which remain, since their conjectures are inscribed 
with all the round-handed dogmatism of simple fact. As 
a well-intentioned but ignorant palimpsest scribe may render 
wholly illegible a manuscript which the scholar estimates 
would be of priceless value if it could be deciphered, so 
those ignorant and credulous monks have obscured historical 
fact with legendary fable. In the latter dnys of Roman 
supremacy, the south-eastern roast of Britain was so subject 
to attacks from beyond sea, a special service was organized 
for its protection, under the Count of the Saxon Shore. 
Doubtless this district, like all other marches, was subject to 
the fluctuations usual in the tide of war ; and was alternately 
in the hands of the invaders and of the Roman owners. 
Not improbably those foreign aggressors, as they are naturally 
styled by the then owners those arcbpirates, the host of 
Lochlinn were invited to assist in resisting the Roman 
oppressors by natives who, sooner than submit, had retreated 
to the woods and marshes, nnd there entrenched their camp,
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and maintained persistent though fluctuating resistance. Of 
one such " tremendous invasion," there is record not long 
before the accession of Maximus, A.D. 367, by which Britain 
was reduced to the greatest misery, and Fullofandes, Count 
of the Saxon Shore, and Nectarides, Dukn of Britain, were 
slain, and London was occupied by the enemy. It is said 
that the valour of the Count Theodosius produced a temporary 
calm ; and that so extensive were the ravages or conquests of 
the Northmen, he was compelled to follow them to the ex 
tremity of the British Isles, until the distant Orcades were 
stained with Saxon gore.«

The foregoing account almost certainly contains a large 
proportion of conjecture and exaggeration ; to a Roman, the 
difficulties of their generals would be the misery of Britain. 
It is difficult to believe there was any grand organization 
including the Angles, Cymri, Picts, Scots, and even the 
remote and uncivilized Attacotti, with the foreign allies. 
That the Angles and their foreign friends concerted an attack 
on the Romans ; that, hearing of this outbreak, the Picts and 
Scots and Attacotti should also assert their independence ; 
and that some of the dispersed fleet of the Teutons should 
be followed to the Orkneys; all this seems much more 
feasible, and if only conjecture, is perhaps none the less 
worthy of credence, though without the rhyme of hoar
antiquity.

Mniluenitit Saxone fuso 
Orcades, iucahiit I'ictorum sanguine Thule, 
Scotorum cumulos flerit glacialis leruc. t

Claudian C'unn. viii, 31.

When the Romans withdrew, and the Britanni intended to 
" enjoy their own again," those intentions were frustrated by

* Palgrave, 1, 385. Orcades, i.r., C. ore-adhe-det, whale-wator laud; 
Orkneyi, C. orc-naat, the gathering of whales.

t The wasted Orkneys Saxon gore overflowed. 
And Thule now grow hot with reeking blood ; 
Cold Ireland mourned her slaughtered sons in rait). 
And heap* of Scots that corered all the plain.
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the differences which, during four centuries of separation, had 
grown up between the two great divisions of Cymbri and 
Angles ; by the resistance of the Romanized inhabitants ; 
and by the intrusion of those foreigners whose aid had 
been valuable against the Roman sway, but who were now 
ready to take advantage of the upheaval of all parties, and 
to lend their assistance in whichever quarter they were most 
likely to obtain pay, plunder, or possessions.

Tt must not be forgotten, in any attempt to piece together 
the fragments of ancient British history, that all the peoples 
who resided on the shores of the North Sea or German Ocean 
were closely related and sprang from a common source. In 
fact it is quite possible that from the remote period at which, 
according to geologists, the tide did uot ebb und flow east 
ward of Britain, there had been a constant migration in 
successive waves westward.

I When the bed of the sea, that now id, was occupied by low 
/lands, containing fresh water lakes and marshes, the receivers 
I of great rivers, like the Rhine and the Elbe, the overflow 
of which passed to the sea by channels which afterwards served 

, as mines for the approach of the tidal invader, by whom all 
/ this territory was to be in part gradually eaten away and in 
| part suddenly overwhelmed, as important barriers opposed or 
t were surrounded, the isle of Britain would merit and, pro- 
' bably, received its name of Albion, C. Alb. the height ion 

being a mere terminal: Albain, a name of Scotland, being 
alb-bain, the high country, and Brcadalbane, braidafl/aiii, 
the upper high country. Reference to the alleged encroach 
ment of the sea appears in the legend recorded by Pliny, that 
after the rearing of Alesia (Arras) Hercules fought with the 
giants Albion and Bergion ; that is, Bar-ye-ion, the scaland 
place. The height at which the flint relics have been found 
at Abbeville indicates that, at the time they were in use and 
deposited, the English channel was a bay, the straits of
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Dover not being cut through ; thus the tidal water entering 
between the Lizard and Brest was heaped up at the eastern 
end ; just as it is now in the bay of Minos, an inlet of the 
bay of Fundy, where it attains a height of about 74 feet; 
and in a less degree in this country at Chepstow, where the 
range of tide is 6C feet.

It would appear that the opening of the straits is geologi 
c-ally recent, and borders on historic times. Diodorus 
Siculus, in describing Vectis, as the entrepot for tin exported 
to the continent, says it was united with the mainland of 
Britain at low water, a feature which has led many to suppose 
that St. Michael's Mount was intended ; but they appear to 
have overlooked the remark, that this feature " was usual in 
" the isles of Britain." It must also be recollected that 
Roman roads and other remains do not appear in Cornwall; 
whilst the Roman name for the Isle of Wight, Insula Vectis, 
is apt for an entrepot for things conveyed thither. The 
length of land carriage which has been urged on behalf of 
St. Michael's, sinks intp insignificance when compared with 
that to Marseilles.

It is instructive to note in the genealogies given of the 
Teutonic kings in England, that Vecta appears as the father 
of Witta and the son of Woden, another palpable attempt 
to derive the names of the Isle of Wight from fictitious 
persons.

After the insulation of Britain was completed, then the 
names of Loegyr, Lloegrin, and Lingria would be introduced, 
the latter signifying sea-girt, the former water-girt. Sub 
sequently Lloegyr seems to have been applied by the Welsh 
to England east of the Severn, north of the Thames, and 
south of the Humber and Mersey ; and later still, in the 
satire of Geofl'rey of Monmouth and the allegory of Spenser, 
it appears eponymously.

As the size of the German Ocean was enlarged, the extent
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of settled continental territory would be reduced ; the retreat 
inland would be difficult, if not impossible, from the descent 
northwards of the High Germans; consequently there would 
be an increasing migration northwards along tho eastern 
coast, and westward along the southern, both streams meeting 
finally in Britain, just as the great tidal wave of ocean from 
the west embraces Britain, its arms meeting in the North Sen. 
It is probable that the westward stream of immigrants arrived 
first, as the route was easier in the then condition of the art 
of shipbuilding and navigation. Thus from before Caesar's 
incursions to the Norman Conquest there was an influx of 
persons, almost constant in continuance, but fluctuating in 
numbers and varying in route. This influx did not ceaso 
even at the Norman Conquest, for bodies of industrious 
Flemings have been cordially welcomed at subsequent periods. 

It would, however, be rash to infer thnt thus any part of 
Britain was covered with a population more purely Germanic 
than can be found in Germany itself;* or that any extensive 
tracks of country were rendered desert by the removal of the 
inhabitants to Britain. There is not the slightest evidence 
that the immigrants were nomadic ; on the contrary, once 
arrived, they made this country their abiding home, notwith 
standing all the difficulties arising from pre-ocoupation of 
the soil, differences of dialect, and internecine strife. They 
migrated because their native land was literally washed away 
from under their feet; and while some would remain like 
their Batnvian kinsfolk under shelter of dykes, dams, and 
sluices, many would be obliged to flee from a country be 
coming too confined for a prolific race. Frisians or Belgte, 
their name of Saxons, as so spelt, is probably n misnomer, 
arising from a confusion of words which, though similar in 
sound, differ greatly in meaning, because they belong to

  BM the important raggertioni of Mr. Petrton, I, 88, 84.
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different languages, or to different dialects in the same 
language.

The legend which ascribes the name to the treacherous use 
of the knife, sear, at a festive entertainment, like many such 
legends, is purely apocryphal, and is another example of 
those eponymic stories which amuse the ignorant, and excuse 
the inventors from laborious nnd, in their circumstances, 
fruitless search. But those idle tales being worked up with 
circumstantinl minuteness into the garb of history, the muse's 
work resembles that of Penelope's ; and the web is unwoven 
to-day which was laboriously wrought over night. If the 
name of Saxon was unknown until the date assigned by the 
legend (A.D. 470), how was it the Romans called one of their 
marches the Saxon Shore ? and how came they to defend 
their possessions from Saxou invaders, as in A.D. 367 ? 
The name, instead of being Teutonic, appears to be a Teutonic 
corruption of a Celtic word. By the Irish the English are 
or were termed Sncs or Sags: the country Sacsnn, Sagson, 
nnd Sagsun ; from the name of the country was derived 
another name for the people, according to grammatical usage, 
Sacsanach or Sngsenach ; but the language is styled Sacs- 
bheurla and Sagsbheurla, from the original root ; the 
correlatives in Welsh are derivatives, Sacson fJngiin/imen, 
Saesones Englixhwonien: Saesonaeg, Saesneg, Seisonig, 
Saesonig, nnd Seisneg, all different forms of the equivalent 
for English. The original Celtic name for the English 
appears to be from sac, the original of the modern word 
sack, a bag: referring to the fact that those immigrants wore 
trousers, and were therefore in marked contrast to the Romans 
who wore the tunic and togn, and to the Celts who wore the 
kilt, nn article of dress which derived the name it now bears 
from the people by whom they were worn, or from its use 
for propriety. At first it may be thought somewhat ludicrous 
to reduce the name of a people to such a root; but tteajr, a
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knife, which has been accepted for so many centuries, does 
not appear more worthy, nor the names of the Balearic Isles 
and others. Doubtless the name was bestowed in derision by 
the hardy wearers of the kilt; amidst the heather of the hills 
and the brush of the forests in which they dwelt, breeches of 
any kind would have been most inconvenient. On the other 
hand, trousers were generally worn, except by the Greeks and 
Romans ; and among the latter, at any rate, the toga appears 
to have been worn in cities only, as toyalu* is opposed to 
rusticu»: nor was the toga worn in battle, being reserved 
by the soldiers for use as cloaks or blankets. The Romans, 
we are told, called other people, except the Greeks, braccata, 
from their use of breeches. The manor of Brineston, ^Brim- 
stage) Cheshire, was held in capite by the service of finding a 
man for the king's army, going into the parts of Scotland bare 
foot, clothed with a shirt (camisia, ? from French chemise), 
and breeches or drawers (braccis), having in one hand a bow 
without a string, and in the other a quarrel or bolt. 
27 Edw. III.* The camisia probably resembled the kilt or 

filleadh-bey, that is the small cloth. A Dutchman's trousers 
have been notedly capacious, and though now not so large 
as formerly, in their original capacity they may well 
have appeared to men breechless, or nearly breecbless, 
to deserve the name of bag*. To this day, when large 
and ill made, the garment is stigmatized as " baggy." 
It is not impossible that some races wore breeches much 
smaller than those of others: us different from the trousers 
i>f varying dates as were the small-clothes or knee-breeches of 
the last generation, or a court dress ; or the knickerbocker of 
the coming man. If it may be assumed that these were 
called Irius (trews), the larger garments would naturally be 
distinguished by adding the adjective er, great, forming 
triuter, a close approximation to the modern word trousers. 

* Blooot'i Temtrc. 125.
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The name Belga, applied to the same people, has a similar 
signification, being derived, apparently, from bolg, hotly, or 
builff (the two latter of similar sound, " beelg" and " bueelg") 
signifying bag, sack, or budget. The compound words carry 
ing derivative meanings ; as boilyean, a quiver. The firbolgs, 
who are sometimes called the third colony in Ireland before 
Milesius, are " fearbolgs," or bagmen ; as the " fearbogha" 
was an archer or bowman. " Fearbolg" also denoted a sheath 
or scabbard ; and chessmen were called " fearbolgs," probably 
because usually kept in n bag.

" Belgi" and " Sacs" are good Celtic rendering for brac- 
catas. Having been used by the Romans, the names Sac* 
und Belgs were probably conferred not less than two thousand 
years ago ; and it is not surprising that they should be handed 
down by writers, some of whom were foreigners, in the modi 
fied forms which are now familiar.

It is not unworthy of remark that Beeda, in enumerating \ 
the people whose language was in use in Britain in' 
his own day, should omit both the Saxons and the Jutes ; 
as iho omission implies that those people spoke one of the, 
languages mentioned ; either of the Angles, the Britons, the ! 
Scots, the Plots, or the Latins. His words are " Hac in 
" prwsenti jnxtn numerum librornin quibus lex divine scripta 
" est, quinque gentium linguis unam eamdemque summae 
" veritatis et verce subliruitatis scientinm scrutator et confitetur, 
" Anglorum, videlicet, Brittonura, Scottorum, Pictorum, ot 
" Latinorum." L. I, c. I. The specific mention of the 
Scotch and Pictish dialects, which probably were nearly 
identical, makes the omission of the Jutish and Saxon 
languages the more remarkable. May it be inferred that the 
Saxons at that time spoke Latin ? And if they did not, 
which people did ? By the time of King Alfred, 150 years 
later, that Latin had given place to the Low Dutch, com 
pounded with the Celtic. This condition would be comparable
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with the hypothesis of a dilution of Romanized Teutons by 
the influx of other Teutons ; but otherwise appears inexpli 
cable. British Latin, at the best period, was probably much 
mixed with the native Celtic speech.

The Jutes, the third tribe by  whom tradition affirms that 
South Britain was invaded, are reported as much less numerous 
than either of the others, the Angles being the most numerous. 
Although it is affirmed that the Jutes came from Jutland, it 
would be satisfactory to have this assumption supported by 
evidence. If Jutland derived its name from the Jutes, whence 
did they obtain that designation ? In British history they 
appear as lutas, Iotas, and Geatas; of these words the last 
has a Celtic appearance, none of them being resolvable into a 
Teutonic root. If Geatas be assumed to be a form of yeatein, 
that word signifies dart-men, or javelin-men, and probably 
has reference to the particular form of weapon used by that 
tribe. The Erse is very rich in words signifying darts, 
javelins, lances, and spears, and that number no doubt arises 
from the great variety of weapons, and the various UHCS to 
which they were applied. There are other instances in 
British nomenclature of similar origin. The name of the 
Brigantes appears to represent C. bri-yean-t-eitt, the hill 
swordmen the letter t being adventitious, in compliance witli 
grammatical usage. The word Pict and Cruithncachd, two 
names for one people, may also be derived from the arms they 
bore. C. cruith, a dart, and neachd, a tribe ; and jticidli, a 
pike or long spear ; i>ic-m/itallac/i denotes a Lochaber axe. 
The defeat of the Picts and Scots at Stamford is thus de 
scribed by Henry of Huntingdon : " While on one side they 
" fight with darts and spears, on the other side with battle- 
" axes and lungswords, the Picts, unable to withstand such 
" force, seek for safety in flight." The name Picti would 
thus be a form of Picidh-t-eu, in which the d, being aspirated, 
is mute. The word cruithneachd also signifies wheat, and



no doubt was applied to that plant when introduced into 
North Britain by the Romans (?), from its resemblance to a- 
dart, or to a reed from which darts were originally made.) 
The name of the Irish province of Leinster presents another^ 
example of a local name being derived from a weapon, i.e., 
laighean, a spear, javelin, or halberd, eis, men, and tir, dis-, 
trict, thus denoting " spear man land." Sometimes the 
province was styled Laigheann.

i

lutas and Iotas appear to be Teutonic variations of the\ 
spelling of Geatas. According to Bosworth, in Anglo Saxon I 
y is often changed into h; i and e are interchangeable, and 
sometimes o and a ; thus the word would become Hiotas, and 
dropping the aspirate, Iotas. In like manner o and Mare; 
mutable, and the form became lutas. The latter form very/ 
likely suggested that the people so named came from Jutland, 
and was afterwards assigned in confirmation of that conjec 
ture ; most probably, however, they were a tribe of Angeileis, 
armed with a special spear. Thus the sudden and simul 
taneous appearance in Kent of three Teutonic tribes, is re- j 
solvable into the presence of a Romanized Frizian and native 
people, who, being exceptionally clothed in breeches, were 
called " Sacs," corrupted into Saxons. On the withdrawal of 
their protectors, these people were attacked by a tribe of 
Angeileis, called Geateis, from the dart they used, that name 
being converted idiomatically into Iotas and lutas. Whether 
is it more probable, and consistent with historical experience 
to adopt such a theoretical outline, or to suppose that two 
territories were wholly depopulated, the Teutonic Anglia, or 
Angeln, through emigration to a hostile country across the 
sea; and South Britain, by the extermination of the natives ? 
And whether is it more likely thiit all the effects of Roman 
sway during nearly four centuries should be rapidly effaced 
and lost, or that they should survive and be felt to this day, 
after the lapse of fifteen centuries ?
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Britain was not like auy ordinary conquest to a people 
sated with success. Their pools and orators lavished enco 
miums on its genial climate, " without extremity of cold ;" on 
its fertility, which made it " the very seat of Ceres ;" and it 
exported corn annually that filled 809 vessels, larger than 
barks ; " a land so stored with corn, so flourishing in pasture, 
" so rich in variety of mines, so profitable in its tributes ; on 
" all its coasts so furnished with convenient harbours, and so 
" immense in circuit and extent ;" the birthplace of an 
emperor, and of an emperor's bride. The remains of power, 
and pomp, and luxury which still exist confirm those indica 
tions of the value of this possession, and show that the 
expressions are not wholly rhetorical. A good deal of the 
credence which has been given too readily to the assumed 
extermination of the people, appears due to a misconception 
of Cajsar's brief and hasty description of the inland people, 
(that in, those remote from his landing-place,) which has been 
heedlessly accepted as applicable to the whole.

The southern sea-board, being the base of foreign immi 
gration, as the invaders increased their settlements gradually 
acquired that wedge-like form which included England south 
of the Thames and Severn, without Cornwall aud Devon, but 
including the Coritavi ; that is, according to Lappcnberg, the 
counties of Northampton, Leicester, Rutland, Lincoln, Not 
tingham, and Derby. Thus began that separation of the 
natives of South Britain into the two great divisions of 
those who sought the shelter of the Welsh mountains, 
and were thence called Cymbri and Britons, and of those 
who took refuge in forests and morasses, and were thence 
called Angli. That the British isles abounded in forests 
of great extent is clearly established as clearly as that 
there are mountains in Wales, hills in Cumberland, and 
highlands in Scotland; but while the ethnological influence 
of the three latter is universally acknowledged, that of the
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forests has been ignored. This should not be: the great 
southern Caledonia Sylva is known historically as a British 
stronghold, under its Celtic names of anderida and andredes, 
the former, the very oaky ridge, being the town or fort; the 
latter, the very oaky district. To the latter was affixed the 
Teutonic wald, that is, hill. At a later period the affix alone 
was adopted as the name, corrupted possibly into wealden, for 
walden, that is wolden, resembling or consisting of wolds ; 
wealden, or forest hill, is scarcely wide enough to cover a 
district so large as the wold of Kent and Surrey. Wealden, 
however, may be a corruption of C. tcailldiiin, famous or 
renowned hill, an appellation which would justly attach to 
the ridgy promontory on which Anderida stood, after her 
citizens had achieved earthly immortality by defending her to 
the last man.

The Caledonise Sylva; of Floras are supposed to have been 
in Lincolnshire. " Ad aufonain," says Richard of Cirencester, 
" incolebunt Coitanni, in tractu sijlvis obsito, qui, ut alia 
" Brittonum Sylrte Caledonia fuit appellator." Some of the 
ancient names of Lincoln corroborate this, and indicate a 
woody district: they are, Kair Luit-coit; caer coit caledon ; 
cair-lind-coil; another district in Britain, bearing the name 
of Caledonia, was beyond the Moray Firth, now Boss, Suther 
land, and Caithness. The name, notwithstanding its resem 
blance to that of places in Greece, appears to be Celtic, and 
to denote either the concealed fort, or the place of conceal 
ment ; either meaning conformable with the habit of retiring 
to the woods for protection ; and, possibly, the people were 
called, or styled themselves, Celts, from this peculiarity of 
seeking safety in concealment.

From the earliest period the Celt excelled in vituperation 
aud equivocal language, and appears not to have spared his 
own kinsman when injured by, or offended with, him.

Those Celts who were driven to Ireland called England
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Gtridbain, the stolen country ; the people who remained being 
called Britons. It was said, with that punning equivocation 
so characteristic of the Irish and their language, that the 
word was derived from brit, speckled, particoloured, spotted ; 
not because they used paint, but to indicate they were not a 
pure race, were contaminated by foreign admixture, and so, 
as it were, mixed or mottled and piebald. Then as now the 
Irish plumed themselves on the purity of their speech, and 
stigmatised those who spoke differently ; so britac/i and 
britbalbh meant stammering like a Briton ; and a stammerer 
was called Britaire. There can be little doubt the name of 
the country was derived from its unique, or almost unique, 
production, tin ; (J. brith, to produce or bring forth, and stain 
or glan, tin ; the aspirate following the letter / and preceding 
the letter «, renders botli mute, and leaves the word in its 
existing form, Britain or that of Britan ; hence the Liitin 
name for the natives, Brittanui. On the other hand tho 
Welsh influence would cause i to be sounded as u, and thus 
the  vtor&.bruth, pure, unalloyed, would appear instead of 
brith ; and in this case thu equivoque would be agreeable to 
the Britons, and possibly accepted. Hence, probably, the very 
slight foundation for the eponomy of Brute and the Trojans.

The words an-geil, very woody country, or their equivalents, 
uiigel, atiylc, etigel, eagle, ingel, and inyle, appear in names 
in many purls of South Britain; and possibly angle, ongel, 
Htigel, and angle may sometimes be equivalents also.

Though there seems no doubt that Egberht, in the ninth 
century, once styled himself King of the Angles Hex 
Anglorum there does not seem to be any other foundation 
for the story that he invented the name of England, or styled 
himself King of England, though Lappenberg has given the 
legend his support. Even Dr. Freeman concedes this, though 
he is so much attached to the theory of an invasion by three- 
Teutonic tribes, and calls the great result ascribed to it the
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Knylish conquest. That the King of Wessex, in the hour of 
victory over the powerful and more civilized Angles, should 
dub himself for once their king, was natural and excusable 
elation ; but such an act is very insufficient evidence in favour 
of the Teutonic theory. It was not until a much later period 
that the sovereign was styled king of the country instead of 
the people :* and though to render Rex Anfflorum, or cyning 
of Angle cynn, or Angle-isc, by King of the English, be 
orthographically correct, the impression conveyed would be 
erroneous, unless it wero distinctly understood that the Angle 
cynn or Augle-isc did not-include the Saxons any more than 
it included the Welsh, or the Scots and Picls. Dr. Freeman 
says Eailwnrd the Elder, A.I). 925-940, was the first prince 
who could really claim to be King of the English and Lord 
of the Isle of Britain ; that Englu-lund in its various forms 
does not appear in the Chronicles till the Danish conquest, 
A.D. 1014 ; that Cnut's use of the title Rex Atiglite is singu 
lar ; that after the Norman conquest Hex Anylite begins to 
creep in, but at first very rarely ; William is all but invariably 
styled Rex Atiglorum ; Richard is the first king who is 
systematically Rex Anyliie in his charters, and even he is 
Rex Anylorum on his seal.

Another myth, which luis obtained almost equal credence, 
relates how Egborht changed the name of Moua to Anglesey, 
which is snid to signify the Englishman's island. It is 
difficult to understand why this island, of all others round 
the coast, should alone be called the Englishman's island, 
unless it be, Incus a non lucendo, because there remained so 
few English upon it. But there are other Angleseys on tbe 
mainland of England itself; and by parity of reasoning, if 
Mona received the name to mark the change of sovereignty, 
other places receive the name similarly.

There is Anglesey in the Parish of Bottisbtim, Cambridge-
  For a fall discussion of this, consult Fnem*n I, 66 84; Me also 

r«*nou I, 16S.
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shire, lu which \vub u small prior) of Austin Canons, [>\ 
Henry I: when the Lysons wrote there were some remains, 
in the back part of a mansion erected on its site, apparently 
not more undent tlmn the reign of Elizabeth.

In the snme county is u Manor of Ar.glcsea, in the parish 
of Wilbraham, about seven miles east of Cambridge, which 
Messrs. Lysons suggest was so called from having belonged 
to the priory ; but I do not think they nddnce any corrobo 
rative evidence.

In the description of certain lands lying in Arpeley, 
Cheshire, mention is made of n place called Anglesey. On 
this Mr. Beamont remark* " This field, which preserves its 
" original name to this day, was the subject of controversy at 
" an early period, as may be seen by referring to the Duchy 
" Calendar of Pleadings, II, l:!7.'* Further researcli may 
discover other uses of the same name.

Names apparently related include Anglesley, Augleton, 
Angliham.t Anglesark, Ingleton, Ingleborrow.Ingleby, Ingle- 
sham, Inglewood, Inglestrie, Inglescouibe, Ingleslhorpc, 
Ingle tit lil, Chittingle, Ilellinglo, Ardingleigh, blctchiugleigh, 
Fillingle, Boningale, and others. But the most remarkable 
examples are in Wales, amongst the Cymbri, where appear 
Morelon, Anglicorum, Angle, and Angletown, with the names 
of forty-three places with tin: termination angel ; thirty-three 
of these are Llaufihangel, distinguished by various affixes; 
nine are Llanvihangel, and therefore substantially the same 
name ; and one Llanmihangel. In England proper there are 
a few more, probably in Hereford and Monmouth, but their 
position is not ascertained.

* Warrington in MCCCCLXV, by Win. Be*mont, Esq. Chothun Booirty, 
XVH. Mr. Beamont inform!> me " Anglesey waa not an uucommon MUM of 
" fields lying on the Mersey in WarriiigUm ; and I hare myMlf a field of thi* 
    name no aitnated. Then wan cue of the fi»h yardi n called, when aalmon 
" and iparling frequented the river, and the water WM not an now a *cweT."

t A correspondent informs me that &ngliham, co. Oalway, binadutrict 
anciently wooded. 

£ 2
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It is difficult to interpret the names of places without local 
information, and it is impossible to obtain such information 
about so many places, most of which are obscure. But with 
regard to the country of Anglesey, two facts seem clearly 
established ; first, that at one time it was so densely wooded 
as to be called Ynys Dytcyll, or perhaps more correctly Yny» 
Tywyll, the darksome island ; at another time it was so 
extremely fertile, it was called M6n Mam Cymru, the island 
mother of Cymri, or the Welsh people. As those two con 
ditions could not exist together, the forests must have been 
cleared before the fertility was developed ; and as the clearing 
was probably a gradual process, the various spots, as cleared, 
might bo called in early Celtic lan-Jia-h-an-geil, the perfect 
land in the forest, in which the h is adventitious between two 
vowels ; this name, as the dialectic form of the more modern 
Welsh prevailed, would be modified into its present shape 
Llanfihangel.

That Welsh is comparatively a recent dialect seems pro 
bable from the difference between the speech of the two 
Cymbri, those of Wales, and those of Strathclyd, the 
latter of whom have never deviated so much from the original 
Celtic type, which appears to form the basis of modern 
English.

It must be conceded that at present so many examples do 
not appear in the Anglian parts of Britain of such frequent 
use of the term angel, even though the various modifications 
be all included; and possibly, of the names scattered 
throughout England, some do not record the wooded condition 
of the place itself, but its possession at some time by the 
Angles. For example, Anglesark, in the Chapelry of Riving- 
ton, Lancashire, is not far west from the assumed boundary 
between the kingdoms of Strathclyd and of the North Angles, 
or Northumberland. Within the Chapelry, and hard by, 
ore places bearing names which indicate the existence of
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wood, as Helmshaws, Bullough, and Anderton ; and the Red 
Moss of Honvich is full of roots of Scotch fir; and " no 
" doubt all this region was a marshy forest formerly, or else 
" the highway to Preston would not have gone over the high 
" ground near the tops of the hills." Thus though there is 
no evidence that Anglesark itself was woody, the neighbour 
hood was, and probably a march between the Angles and 
Cymbri. If chiefly held by the former, or held by them for 
a long time, it might receive and retain their name. Angle 
sark appears to be Anglesairghe, that is, the uplaud summer 
pasture of the Angles; the country being marshy, the pasture 
would be available only in summer. " Your interpretation 
" of the word Anglesark is quite correct, it has been from time 
" immemorial an upland summer pasture. It must have been 
" so very anciently, as parties claim, and I believe can main- 
" tain, mi unlimited right of pasturage upon it"* -Kr<jh t
-aryh, witli other variations of form are not uncommon in 
Strathclyd and North Anglia, and I think appear in districts 
that are or have been swampy ; and therefore to most, if not 
all, the interpretation suggested will apply.

The fact that the expression angel does not appear in 
Anglian districts so often as elsewhere is really confirmatory 
of the meaning attributed to it; for, if the name Anyeilei* 
was applied to and adopted by them as inhabitants of wood 
land, they were not likely to apply it to portions of their own 
territory. But woodland is not unbroken forest, and it may 
naturally be expected that dense wood and open glade would 
receive distinctive appellations ; and such I believe are found, 
though hitherto they have been attributed to Teutonic, Norse, 
or Danish settlers. It is stated that in the counties of York, 
Lincoln. Cumberland, and Westmoreland are nearly 1000 
places which tiave Dano-Norse names, against fewer than 400 
in all the rest of England.! The two last-named counties are

  ). VI. Crompton, Rmngton Hall. 1 WorwM, Danfj in England, p. 71
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part of Strathclyd, which came under Anglian sway about 
A.D. 600. With the exception of those two counties, the 
districts in which so-called Danisli names predominate, are 
those in which the political and social influence of the Angles 
also predominated ; and it seems but reasonable to suppose 
that local names would boor the stamp of that predominance. 
A reference to dutes uiukes the Teutonic and Norse origin 
very doubtful; for the Saxon supremacy in Anglia was not 
established until the beginning of the ninth century ; the 
Danish and Norse intrusions were subsequent. All three 
subsisted only about two centuries, during which there was 
perpetual internecine warfare. It is very unlikely many new 
settlements would be founded at such a time, though possibly 
old settlements mny have been extensively re-named, as said of 
Derby and \Vhitby; or the old names modified or restored. 
Even if it be conceded, as is by no means improbable, that 
there was au infusion of Norse and Danish people before 
their armed incursions grew into conquest, like those of the 
lielgi in the south, still it is highly improbable that the native 
Cells were so transfused by Scandinavians, that the names of 
their towns and settlements should be derived from Norse 
and Danish dialects; and that subsequently the country 
should be subdued by Scandinavian pirates and buccaneers.

Tin; further prosecution of this inquiry must lie 

to a future opportunity.


