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REV. A. HUME, D.C.L., &c,, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR.

KEPOBT.

The Session which has just closed has been comparatively free from 
events, some would say it has been monotonous ; yet probably not more 
than three or four Sessions in the history of the Society have surpassed 
it in the importance of the work done. This consisted chiefly in two 
things strengthening the Society in the present, mid milking arrange 
ments for extended usefulness in the future. The Council have 
prepared their programme better than during the immediately preceding 
Sessions; there has been a good supply of papers, and these of a high 
and varied character; and the attendances have been more numerous 
than usual.

The Volume, which contains a record of the proceedings as well as 
the principal papers, is on the eve of issue, and iu a tew duys will be in 
the hands of Members. It will be sent to those only whose payments 
are not in arrear.

Owing in a great degree to the resignation and lamented death of the 
late Treasurer, some of the payments fell into arreur, and a lew mis 
understandings arose as to whether previous acts of resignation had 
taken place or not The Council are glad to bo able to any that they 
have put these matters on a satisfactory footing, much of tlio arrears 
having been paid in before this day, and all questions as to membership 
having been thoroughly explained They beg to recommend to their 
successors a careful attention to this finances, on the ground of prudence, 
and also on the ground of necessity ; inasmuch as all matters counected 
with learned societies were placed by the Legislature on an ordinary 
business footing more than seventeen years ago.

Among the changes which took place in the Laws of the Society in 
July, 1807, was one the effect of which has not been beneficial. This 
was the removal of the three Vice-Presidents ex ojfiaiu, the High 
Sheriffs of Lancashire and Cheshire and the Mayor of Liverpool for the 
time being. The permanent recognition of the chief officers in the two 
shires proclaimed the Society's true territorial character; and the 
Council recommend that the laws be altered BO as to restore thai 
arrangement.
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It is, perhaps, not necessary that the threefold division of the Council 
should be kept up in selecting and recommending new members. Yet 
it will, perhaps, be admitted, that such a division of the Members in 
general is of much importance, and calculated to prevent the possibility 
of great classes of subjects being kept out of view for any length of 
time.

The Excursion of the Society, which for several years past has taken 
place before the close of the Session, is in reality no part of the business 
of the Society; yet it is looked forward to with interest by many who 
do not feel that it is unnecessary, though there are societies in modern 
times which cultivate science by itinerating. On this occasion, however, 
an opportunity occurred of showing their great respect for Mr. Mayer, 
one of the founders of the Society, and their late President, and for 
inspecting a collection of works of art adjoining his residence. A large 
number of ladies and gentlemen took advantage of the occasion, and 
spent both a pleasant and profitable day.

The Council have the pleasure of reporting that the property of the 
Society has lately been re-examined, and they hope that the catalogue of 
books, museum articles, and of miscellaneous articles, complete to the 
present time, will soon bo ready for the inspection of the -Members.

In the matter of the entrance fee, the Council recommend that the 
practice of this Society be assimilated to that of the other societies in 
the town.

In accordance with the Laws, the balloting papers have been made 
out and forwarded, including the names of geutlemen recommended to 
till the places of those who retire.

The Honorary Secretary then read the Treasurer's Balance Sheet, 
which was uminimously adopted, on the motion of the Rev. Dr. Hume. 
seconded by Dr. Buxton.

Dr.

SESSION XXIII. 1870-71.

THF. HISTORIC SOCIETY OF I.ANCASUIRB AND CHKIHIBE in Account vith
JOHN G. JACOB, Treasurer. Cr.

Oct. 18,1870. £ s. d.
Balance due Treasurer ............ 117 5 4
Cost of Vol., Seas. 2.1 Mr. Brakell.. 60 14 11
Posting do. ...................... 3 6 H
Paper lor part of Vol. .............. 2 2 0
Receipt and Postage Stamps, Enve 

lopes, Jcc. ...................... 380
Stationery and Printing Mr. Drakell 18 5 B

Do. Mr.T.W. tliby .......... 310 0
Do. Mr. Walmsley............ 230

C. Tinling and Co Advertising.... 040
Rent(Koval Institution)............ 1010 0
Petty Expenses .................... 211 4J
Assistant Secretary ................ 25 0 0
Collector s Commission ............ 4 12
Hoyal Insurance ......... ........ 010
Mrs. Johnson Refreshments 
Stephen Hurke  Attendance

FRANCIS JAMKS BAILEY,) 
JOHN R. Hooars, !

10
2

£266 16 4

3
0

7 10
0 0

Got. 17. 1871. £ a. d.
Subscriptions received ............ 222 1 0
Life Members..... ................. 1515 0
Donation fiom llev. Jno.Jas. Moss.. 10 0 0
Diplomas .......................... 0 ;3 0
Volumes sold ...................... 649

Do. ilo Blackburn Free Library 110
Balance due Treasurer ............ II 11 7

f««6 IB 4

E.&O. E.

JOHN Q. JACOB, Treasurer
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The following resolution, moved by the President and seconded by 
Mr. Wilson, was passed unanimously, viz.: 

"That a former Law be revived that the High Sheriffs of 
Lancashire and Cheshire and the Mayor of Liverpool he 
Vice-Presidents ex officiis."

Mr. E. F. Evans moved, seconded by Dr. Buxton, and it was 
unanimously resolved: 

" That in conformity with the practice of other societies meeting 
in Liverpool, an entrance fee be not charged in future."

The Election of the Officers and Council was then proceeded with, 
with the result as shown on page iv.

November 2nd, 1871. 

Rev. A. HUME, D.C.L., &c., President, in the Chair.

Mr. John G. Jacob exhibited several newspapers, containing very curious 
and interesting items, of the dates 1798, ISOO, 1801, 1^03.

The following

INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS 

Was delivered by the PRESIDKNT : 

Another Session has closed, and we have started on a new ono. The 
lust had nothing of a special kind to mark it; indeed it was one of the 
least exciting that we have had. There was nothing special, like the 
meeting of the British Association, which gave an impulse to the two 
previous Sessions ; to the former in expectancy, and to the latter in 
retrospect.

Perhaps this was so much the better, as the quality and usefulness of 
the Society have thereby been more fairly tested. We can thus know 
more clearly whether or not it is in a healthy condition. If in a sound 
state, it is like a healthy body, independent of artificial stimulants; but 
if in an unsound state, such temporary excitement may delay, but 
cannot prevent, premature old age.

It is folly and waste of time for a provincial society to imitate the 
best of the metropolitan ones; to say that no matter shall he produced 
and no facts stated but those which are original, or to look to the


