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ARCHEOLOGY IN THE MERSEY DISTRICT, 1870.

By Henry Ecroyd Smith. 

OTH APRIL, 1871.)

RETROSPECTIVE.
IN our last " annual" a very remarkable coin was described, one 
of about two hundred silver pennies which had been discovered 
in Wales, and strongly suspected, through fear of the un 
righteous and impolitic claims of the Crown, to have been 
consigned, as is too frequently the case, to the melting pot. 
Nothing more has been heard of this " find;" which, so fnr as 
we are aware, is now solely represented by the unique piece in 
the writer's collection, inscribed on either side to the redoubt 
able hero of antiquity, Julius Cccsar. The piece was esteemed 
a counterfeit sterling; and application to the best British 
numismatists failed to elicit any other appropriation of this 
acknowledged novelty. Mr. Samuel Smith, jun., having long 
directed especial attention to mediaeval coinages of the conti 
nent, was naturally attracted by the story of this singular 
penny, and after a personal inspection had assured him of 
the genuineness of the coin, and produced a simultaneous 
suspicion that it was of foreign rather than British origin, he 
entered upon a new line of investigation. The result of his 
research is curious, if not conclusive, in shewing its probable 
claim to be an esterliny of a continental sovereign, in place 
of a mere forgery of an English sterling. Mr. Smith 
remarks, 

" Ever since you were good enough to shew me the very 
" interesting sterling with the name of Julius Cresar, I have 
" been puzzling my brains to find a solution for the first 
" word, NOM, for I could not accept either your theory of its
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" being an English forgery or your reading, ' nomine.' This 
" evening I have had the time to go into the question, and 
" beg now to offer you the following explanation: In Barthe- 
" lemy's excellent little work, Nouveau Manuel complet de 
" Numismatique du Moyen age et Moderne, occurs the 
" passage: ' The Counts of Sancerre adopted for type a 
" ' crowned head, which was none other than that of Julius 
" ' Csesar, whom Sancerre claimed as its founder. This type 
" ' was preserved until the Llth century, with this difference, 
" ' that the Counts ceased to inscribe their own names on the 
"' coins, the legends remaining, SACKVM CESAKIS and 
" ' IVLIVB CESAR.' Your coin is, therefore, a sterling of one 
" of the Counts of Sancerre a town lying nearly due south 
" of Paris, in the department of the Cher and was, I should 
"say, struck in the early part of the 14th century. My 
" French catalogues mention several coins bearing the above 
" inscription, but none of these exactly resemble yours, which 
" is interesting, not merely as representing a new mintage, 
" but also as the only coin of the type which I have seen, 
" issued from a mint south of Paris the most southerly one 
" I had hitherto found on esterlings being that of Toul. I 
" am of the opinion that Sancerre is eimply a corruption of 
" the reverse legend, ' Sacrum Cesaris,' probably agreeing 
" with oppidum, or some equivalent word understood. The 
" objection to the commencing letters on the obverse,' NOM,' 
" being rendered nominis is, as you will have seen, that the 
"'Julius Cesar' following should have been in the genitive 
" case." Our opinion is, that the " Cesar " is simply a con 
traction of Cesaris, although no sign appears except the want 
of space, the final r abutting closely upon the divisional +.

Canoe at Martin Mere. The notice of this canoe, and the 
occurrence here of other and similar small craft, has excited 
interest in several quarters; but the writer was unaware that 
an example had been exhumed in our own immediate neigh-



bourhood, viz., Wallasey Old Pool, a description of which, he 
is informed, may be found in either the first or second volume 
of the Journal of the Chester Arctupoloyical Society.

MISCELLANEOUS DISCOVERIES IN LIVERPOOL.
The fact of a Roman coin found beneath the feet of the 

dwellers in town, though of rare occurrence, is yet one of im 
portance, in proof that the baseless assertion made in certain 
quarters that the Romans never located hereabout, is not to 
be the opinion of unprejudiced men. The piece before us, 
one struck by a member of the Constantine family, and con 
sequently, like all the later numismatic series of the empire, of 
small size, is by no means in the best state of preservation. 
It is, however, plainly a piece issued by Constantine junior 
(Constantinus II, A.D. 338), the reverse bearing a female 
figure, standing; probably a " Virtus " or a " Pax." The 
coin was found in course of drainage on the borders of Sefton 
Park, in the Spring of the year.

Among old family relics " odd " objects may naturally be 
anticipated ; but unfortunately such are usually thrown away, 
or what is much the same thing, given as playthings to 
children. A friend of the writer's found a small object in 
his tool box, which had evidently been saved to utilize as the 
handle of some brad awl, gimlet, or other instrument. It 
seems to have been the top of a walking cane, carved in rose 
or other dark-coloured wood, and possesses a globular recess, 
opening by a screw at the centre; probably a receptacle for 
smelling salts.

" The doctor came, and melt hit cane " 
occurs in an old song, and here we may have a relic of the 
custom. At the apex a circular seal of latten has been 
inserted, engraved with the gate of a castle, its portcullis 
lowered, whilst upon either side is a tower, surmounted, like 
the gateway, by an unusually elevated conical turret, and 
each having a double pennant Hying atop. The litile design
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is very quaint, and bespeaks a greater age than the wooden 
object in which it is set. See plate, No. 6.*

A Purse in leather, mounted with steel, the writer recently 
came into possession of, from some old family leavings, which 
may date from the beginning of the lost century. Not only 
excellent in its form and the materials of which it is com 
posed, it possesses one great advantage over purses now in use; 
the contents may be displayed by a slight reversing of its 
position without opening the steel top, of a reticulated pattern, 
and covering nearly half of the front side, being perforated. 
This is terminated above by a scroll ornament and central 
fleur-de-lys, with a loop at each angle for suspension to the 
chatelaine, or more immediately to the girdle. Below, it 
narrows into an acorn-shaped hasp, the coil spring of which 
is still in good order. The pouch-shaped receptacle is com 
posed of untanned leather, and has been so strongly sewn 
around the edge that it appears never to have given way, 
 whilst the skin itself has been broken behind and cobbled up 
by some " prentice ban'." It is engraved about one-third the 
actual size (No. 8), which is 4^ inches in height by 4 inches 
in breadth.

A religious Triptychon has lately been procured by Mr. 
Holder, found, we believe, in the course of the previous year 
in the cellar of an old house. In each of its three recessed 
compartments of wood, mounted in brass, a figure group 
is painted, and, as usual, in dark colours. Upon each of 
these divisions a frame of cast silver-gilt fits, perforated 
so as to shew the heads and other portions of the figures 
within, and inscribed in each case with the name of the 
saint depicted, and leaving the clothes, &c., in relief. The 
central compartment represents a half-length of the Virgin 
and Child, and each of the lateral ones three saints standing.

  A suggestion has been made that a prison or house of correction hu been 
intended, and that the seal has belonged to a sheriffs wand.
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The silver plates display the bodies in relief, upon a 
scrolled ground, and with digitated borders. The inscrip 
tions, though perfect, are in a recondite character a Hier 
archical Sclavonic one being only intended for the use of 
ecclesiastics of the Russian Church ; consequently we have 
had considerable difficulty in finding an interpreter. The 
three figures to the left of the triptychon represent SS. 
Nicholas, Elias, and Matthew, and those to the right SS. 
John-the-Baptist, Theodore, and another whose name has 
not yet been identified. The central group is entitled 
" Mother of God " and " Jesus Christ."

The super-position of unattached plates is the result of the 
rule of the Greek Church forbidding adoration to graven 
images; but pictures being allowed in churches, these frames 
were removed upon the production of the triptychon in 
public. The date of the object itself we are inclined to refer 
to the latter part of the 17th century, and that of the plates 
to at least a century later, if not to the present one.

ROMAN REMAINS AT WII.DERSPOOL.
Dr. Kendrick of Warrington kindly furnishes the following 

epitome of the results of the past year's operations at this 
station, now assumed to be the Caudate of Antoninus: 

" With the exception of a few weeks, during which the 
" severe frost put a stop to our building trade, and consequontly 
" to the chief demand for sand, our Wilderspool excavations 
" have proceeded with exciting rapidity, and with a correspond- 
" ing good harvest of Roman remains accruing. As heretofore, 
" fragments of pottery constitute the chief portion of our 
" discoveries, but many of these are of much interest; and I 
" think I may say that onr Warrington Free Museum uow 
" possesses examples of every known variety of Roman pottery, 
" Two or three of these objects, of more special interest, may 
" perhaps be worthy of notice in the next annual notice of our 
" local doings. 

K2
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" Firstly, I would name two small vessels of red earthenware, 
'' known as Tetina;, or feeding bottles for infants, such as have 
" been discovered by the Abbe Cochet in France. They are of 
" the same form and size, the height of each heing 4£ inches, 
" and the breadth at the widest part 3£ inches. The neck of 
" each vessel is contracted, and the orifice covered with a 
" broken fragment or crock. The two were found side by side 
" in an erect position in a conical pit, supported by broken 
"pottery, and about 18 inches below the original (Roman) 
" surface. Each tetina was furnished with a slender spout, 
" and with a handle ; but these last were affixed to opposite 
" sides, so that one could only be used with the right, the other 
" with the loft hand. Each was two-thirds full of a fine green 
" sand, amongst which I think that under the microscope I can 
" detect crystals of phosphate of lime; but I have searched 
" without success for any distinct fragments of bone.

" Secondly, of the same common red earthenware we have 
" found two small vases or cups, joined together by a band of 
" clay, or perhaps a hollow pipe, but the orifice in the interior 
" of the vessels is so small that I am uncertain whether there 
" was originally any communication, or whether it is the result 
" of a recent fracture. Originally, there were three of these 
" urns or vases arranged triangularly, but in this case the third 
" division or receptacle is missing. Mr. LI. Jewitt informs 
" me that he has one or two of these singular vessels, found on 
" Roman sites, but I have never before seen any mention or 
" description of them.

" Lastly, I may mention that during the past few weeks, but 
" never previously, many of the mortaria, of which hundreds 
" are found at Wilderspool, though in a fractured state, have 
" been turned up, furnished with nicely-balanced handles or 
" ansro. So far ns I at present know, these adaptations have 
" not been previously seen or described.

" Six or eight bronze fibula have been found some bow-
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" shaped, others penannular ; also hair-pins of the same 
" material, and a lozenge-shaped ornament in pale blue and 
" green enamel.

" In iron, several fine examples have occurred of Roman 
" keys; and knives are rather abundant, one being of the form 
"used,at sacrifices, and not unfrequently appearing in relief 
" upon the sides of altars.

" The coins, chiefly of bronze, range from Vespasian to 
" Hadrian."

ANGLO-SAXON SCULPTURED REMAINS, WEST KIRBY.
The sculptured remains of the Anglo-Saxon Church of 

St. Bridget, and the sepulchral monuments associated with it 
and the contemporaneously existing Church upon Hilbre, 
have formed the subject of an extended and separate memoir. 
The former, disclosed during operations in furtherance of the 
recent restoration of the mother church, were briefly noticed 
in our last " annual." An elaborate description of these eccle 
siastical structures, and the correlative features of their sites 
and neighbourhood, is thus presented. It is illustrated by 
the new chalk process, on grained paper, of Messrs. Maclure, 
Macdonald and Macgregor, as also by photograph, &c., the 
cost of engraving having been defrayed by a local subscription. 
The writer cannot, however, take leaviB of the subject without 
allusion to an omission, for which, nevertheless, he is irre 
sponsible. He desired to include the interesting though 
somewhat later headstones bearing incised crosses; and the 
finest of these, which remained in the masonry near the north- 
enst angle of the old tower, was repeatedly promised for 
extraction. It was not till the new roof of the chancel had 
completely covered it in, that the writer found, with regret, 
the impossibility of securing a drawing.

At the particular request of the neighbouring gentry, several 
fine views have been executed in photograph of the restored 
church, by Messrs. Robinson and Thompson, in several sizes,
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" Firstly, I would name two small vessels of red earthenware, 
" known as Tetince, or feeding bottles for infants, such as have 
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" shaped, others penannular ; also hair-pins of the same 
" material, and a lozenge-shaped ornament in pale blue and 
" green enamel.

" In iron, several fine examples have occurred of Roman 
" keys ; and knives are rather abundant, one being of the form 
"used,at sacrifices, and not unfrequently appearing in relief 
" upon the sides of altars.

" The coins, chiefly of bronze, range from Vespasian to 
" Hadrian."

AiNGLO-SAxoN SCULPTURED REMAINS, WEST KIRBY.
The sculptured remains of the Anglo-Saxon Church of 

St. Bridget, and the sepulchral monuments associated with it 
aud the contemporaneously existing Church upon Hilbre, 
have formed the subject of an extended and separate memoir. 
The former, disclosed during operations in furtherance of the 
recent restoration of the mother church, were briefly noticed 
in our last " annual." An elaborate description of these eccle 
siastical structures, and the correlative features of their sites 
and neighbourhood, is thus presented. It is illustrated by 
the new chalk process, on grained paper, of Messrs. Maclure, 
Macdonald and Macgregor, as also by photogrnph, &c., the 
cost of engraving having been defrayed by a local subscription. 
The writer cannot, however, take leave of the subject without 
allusion to an omission, for which, nevertheless, he is irre 
sponsible. He desired to include the interesting though 
somewhat later headstones bearing incised crosses; and the 
finest of these, which remained in the masonry near the north 
east angle of the old tower, was repeatedly promised for 
extraction. It was not till the new roof of the chancel had 
completely covered it in, that the writer found, with regret, 
the impossibility of securing a drawing.
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fine views have been executed in photograph of the restored 
church, by Messrs. Robinson and Thompson, in several sizes,
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and should sufficient encouragement be given by the public, 
these gentlemen inform us they are disposed to illustrate 
others of the more interesting parish churches of our district 
in similar style.

During the progress of the demolition of old walls and the 
excavations for the restored church, several coins, both in 
silver and copper, were noticed, and preserved by the Rector. 
The best of these, having been kindly submitted for inspection, 
are found to comprise 

A Silver Penny of Alexander III of Scotland, from his 
latest mintage, executed between A.D. 1280 and 1289; 

A Silver Groat of Henry VII, first coinage ; 
A Quarter-shilling of Elizabeth, dated 1 574 ; 
A Copper Farthing of Elizabeth, dated 1002. 
The scarcest piece in the lot is the last-named, but two of 

similar type, save being dated the previous year, have been 
found on the neighbouring Meols beach, where also two 
silver pennies of Alexander III, of an earlier mintage than 
the above, were some years ago picked up.

A VAULTED INTERMENT AT WARRINOTON. 
In the latter part of the past year, as I am informed by 

Mr. .T. Paul Rylands of this town, the formation of a new 
sewer, along the White Bear entry, disclosed a vaulted sepul 
chral chamber, built of ashlar stone. Within it reposed a 
male skeleton, which the contractor for the work, Mr. Heaton, 
states must have been that of a man standing at least six and 
a half feet in height. It is to be regretted that no objects 
were noticed by the workmen in or about this mortuary 
chamber, which might have led to a satisfactory conclusion 
as to its age. In the entry, but wholly unconnected with the 
vault, a cannon-ball and several coins botli in silver and 
copper were met with, but these, in common with the human 
remains, have all disappeared. There seems good reason to 
believe this site to have formed part of the cemetery attached



to the medieeval Priory; and during delving operations odd 
skeletons have at times been found in the immediate 
neighbourhood.

  
ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRODUCE OF THE CHESHIRE SEA BEACH.

No 'favouring conjunction of north-easterly winds with 
moderate or mid spring tides having occurred during the year, 
the result is a very meagre addition to the conserved relics of 
collectors.

Ancient-British Period.

Two finely-barbed arrow-heads in flint were found opposite 
Great Meols during the summer; but much earlier, and conse 
quently more interesting, manipulated objects, in this useful 
substance, have been discovered by the writer, on the " Little 
" Eye," as it is generally called, the smallest of the Hilbre 
islets, now fast succumbing to the wear and tear of the ele 
ments in this exposed site. The forms of silex here, comprise 
knives, " scrapers," arrow points of rude and hasty make, 
with many others of uncertain use, and chiefly fragmentary. 
Occasionally, some of these worked flints are found pro 
truding from the small remains of a bank upon its north 
eastern or landward side, but more are usually to be met with 
washed down to the average of high-water mark, where they 
appear in connexion with shells, pebbles, and fragments of the 
sandstone rock.

Anglo-Saxon Period.

The only object of this era lias likewise occurred on Hilbre, 
but in this case upon the main island. It is a small bead in 
opaque glass, of a greenish-blue colour, and in form of a 
barrel, or, to use the technical term, n.frustrum of a spheroid. 
This shape among antique beads is almost, if not wholly, 
confined to Egyptian and Anglo-Saxon examples, a connexion 
which proves singular. Two beads of similar character, and



128

probably from the same necklace, were likewise found by Miss 
Hughes, of the telegraph station here, whilst gardening, 
in 1867.

Mediteval Period.

A few Silver Pennies of Henry II and III and the early 
Edwards, minted at London and Durham, have been found, 
including halves ; but only one calls for remark. It is a round 
" short cross " penny of Henry II, reverse " TONIAS ON NICO," 
the last word representing the place of mintage, viz. Lincoln, 
the produce of which is scarce.

A Groat, one of the very few here found, was struck in 
Dublin, probably by Edward III; mint mark, a rose.

The young son of a Hoylake fisherman picked up at low 
water, in the latter part of the year, a gold piece ; but on his 
way to Birkenhead, where he had thought to dispose of it, 
the coin was somehow lost. The only other mediaeval coin 
in gold of which we remember to have heard, was disposed 
of by the finder's mother to a Jew pedlar. Thus both have 
been lost to collectors.

A Seal in latten, an impression from which is engraved of 
the actual size (No. 5), represents the "Agnus Dei," with 
circumscription " IN IVESV." Apparently some blundering 
has occurred here, as the first v was not required, inasmuch 
as the only possible rendering (as it appears to us) is " In 
Jesus."

An ornament from a vessel, in yellow coloured glass, con 
sisting of a loop terminating in a rose, is worthy of notice, 
from the extreme rarity of articles in glass of English 
manufacture from the Anglo-Saxon era down to that of 
Elizabeth. Hitherto the only mediaeval objects in this 
material found here, so far as we can recall, have been beads 
and a few heads of dress jrins; and it is impossible to say 
with certainty what larger object this little ornament has 
belonged to.
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During recent reports of the objects found on the shore, 
 we have frequently had to allude to some of these as addi 
tions to the collections of Mr. Charles Pottsr ; but as yet his 
theories on the stratification have been only incidentally 
referred to, as we trusted a longer acquaintance would have 
served to dispel his newly fledged notions. Unfortunately 
this has not eventuated; and, not satisfied with geological 
assumptions condemned by unprejudiced geologists, not 
merely of this but every other neigbourhood, who have heard 
of them, this gentleman has thought proper, in a brochure 
read before the Geological Society, to deny statements which 
we have made and repeated for years as to the archffiological 
produce of the strata, only made after most patient investi 
gation pursued for years. We shall not follow the whole 
of his sweeping and often groundless assertions, geological or 
historic, but content ourselves with a single extract, to 
illustrate the thorough untrustworthiness of this writer's 
averments, and the dogmatic position he has endeavoured 
to assume over his contemporary scientific students.

Some three years ago, at his request, we called at his 
residence to examine and report upon the latest additions to 
his collection, when some pottery, similar to that lying before 
us, was shewn as procured from what he erroneously calls the 
"surface soil," and as Roman produce. Its clearly meditcval 
character was at once pointed out, and the correction was 
accepted by Mr. Potter. Some months after this occurrence 
the paper, from which I have already quoted, was by him 
passed through the press, and in it occur the following 
remarks. After an allusion to the tillage, and shells, marine 
and land, found in this particular bed, he continues  
" Mixed with these I have discovered Roman and mediaeval 
" remains; although I have carefully sought, I have never 
" found a fragment of man's handiwork imbedded in any of 
" the lower strata. I have picked up many pieces of Roman
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"pottery and other antiquities from the surface of those beds, 
" and collected a much larger quantity, which have been found 
" by others ; but I have no reason for supposing that a single 
" specimen in my possession came from any other than the 
" present land surface, from which they have been washed by 
" and strewn by the waves over the lower beds." Here the 
writer has not only published what he had been clearly 
informed was incorrect (and acknowledged the correction), 
but speaks as though no one could have used their ordinary 
senses except himself. It is within our knowledge that 
the only Roman pottery found in this neighbourhood was 
neither obtained from the stratum in question, nor even near 
it. Not half a dozen pieces have as yet been recognised, 
and one of these was found inland and quite beneatll the bed 
which he confuses with the land surface, from which it is 
quite distinct. No single stratum has obtained more careful 
examination from ourselves than this for many years past. 
We were the first to point out its thoroughly mediaeval cha 
racter, when Mr. Potter knew nothing of its very existence ; 
and we are morally certain that, except in cases of purposed 
deposition, no Roman object of any kind has been found in 
or washed from it. Such writing can ultimately serve no 
good cause or argument.

Upon more than one occasion we have had to notice the 
extraordinary lucubrations of Mr. Joseph Eoult in reference 
to the peculiar features of this shore, archaeological and geo 
logical. With the latter we care to meddle but little, except 
where they militate against the historic facts palpable here, 
especially as they form the subject of discussions in other 
quarters. His theories relative to the occurrence of the 
antiquarian objects have all been strangely wide of the mark ; 
but recently, in further " Speculations on the former Topo- 
" graphy of Liverpool and the Neighbourhood," he has 
outdone all previous notions in wildness of conception.
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Drowning men are said to catch at straws; and Mr. Boult, 
unable to induce sensible people to believe these relics to 
have been wanked down from Chester, or simply wrecked upon 
our beach; or again, that the poor, ignorant Romans ever 
utilised or even cared to know our shores, has, at length, 
resolved to clothe the skeleton of his " wrecked goods" 
theory with flesh, in the following manner: 

Inasmuch as the recent discovery of Spanish coin upon 
the sands of West Hartlepool is not held to be proof of a 
Spanish settlement on that coast, or the objects found corro 
borative thereof; ergo, the same principle will apply to the 
Cheshire coast and its produce! The cases are totally 
dissimilar, but he proceeds to suggest that the Meols relics 
may have been purchased in considerable quantities by the 
motley hangers on of the army of William 111 in Chester, 
and in the hurry of embarkation at Hoi/lake, or from want 
of ship room, the packages containing these antiquities have 
been left behind on or near the beach. These in the course 
of time have got broken up, and their contents dispersed 
along the shore by flood tides! We shall he much sur 
prised if any sober person will not exclaim that, " of all 
" lovers of the marvellous, who are ever ready to accept any 
" story which avoids probability, even though it be as extra- 
" vagant as the tale of the ' Three Black Crows,' " the most 
credulous is Mr. Boult himself! The above is certainly put 
into the mouth of a suppositious individual, but if it is not 
advanced as a possible, if not probable, solution of the 
question, words have no meaning. This theorist has 
evidently learnt nothing during all these years of experience 
of the positions in which the several classes of objects are 
actually found. He has chosen to confound them together, 
and treat as a confused mass what have sensible and 
well-defined bounds. All the known facts are utterly subver 
sive of his groundless theories. He sneers at " collectors of
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" antiquities ;" but we had infinitely rather be the recorder of 
simple and well-ascertained facts, than the author of any 
number of visionary theories, however ingenious. The 
students of a future generation will find it hard to realize the 
fact that this gentleman was very recently the President of a 
local Archaeological Society. Had he been more of an anti 
quary, and less of a speculative topographer, he could 
never have committed such a vagary to the press.

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION AND THE BELICS OF
ANCIENT MEOLS.

The late meeting in September of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science appearing to offer an excellent 
opportunity for bringing before its more prominent members 
and associates the remarkable series of historic relics from 
our Cheshire shore, the writer was enabled, through the 
cooperation of the owners, and through permission of the 
Library and Museum Committee, to exhibit side by side the 
several collections made by Mr. Mayer and himself, with the 
later ones of Messrs. C. Potter and J. R. Alien. The con 
tents of this temporarily united collection  the garnering of 
the past twenty years  proved of considerable interest to 
many of the geologists and antiquaries ; and the writer had 
the pleasure of directing their attention to the peculiar 
features of the shore, and the respective localities of the out 
turn of the different classes of the remains, whether Primeval, 
Romano-British, Anglo-Saxon or Mediaeval. Very many 
gentlemen who would gladly have spent an hour or two in 
the Mayer Collection, never learnt throughout the meeting 
that only a wall separated them from their morning assembly- 
room and an agreeable scientific lounge, despite the informa 
tion conveyed to all upon their arrival. Nevertheless, among 
the visitors we had the pleasure of welcoming Professors 
John Phillips, T. H. Huxley, and George Rolleston ; Sir 
Charles Lyell, Sir John Lubbock, Messrs. William Pengelly
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and John Evans, Sir Henry Rawlinson, nnd also several anti 
quaries and geologists from the Sister Isle, who now made 
a first acquaintance with the Mayer collection.

Important items hoth of information and confirmation were 
obtained from these scientific visitors, and several of the 
number proved their interest by personally visiting the 
beach and inspecting the strata, natural and artificial, which 
have produced such a crop of odd and yet rare remains. 
Had Messrs. Boult and Potter been present to note the 
contempt of these savans for the theories which the 
former respectively hold to account for the presence of the 
numerous trunks of trees in the two arboreal strata, in lieu 
of the only sensible and all but universally accepted one, 
they would not soon forget it.

Even had our (British Association) gentlemen-visitors 
taken no interest in our old Cheshire seaport, the exertions 
made to bring into one comprehensive view all the relics 
secured would have been amply repaid by the appearance 
among the associates of two ladies, who claim a lineal descent 
from the old Lords of its Manor in its best and palmiest days, 
viz., the 13th century. Well aware of their family springing 
from "Meols of Meols," they were yet under the impression, 
through the occurrence of the name of North Meols in several 
old documents,* that the latter gave name to the house. 
Inspection of the writer's collection, which includes the 13th 
century pewter seal of William de Meles, effectually dispelled 
this idea, although a connexion may at one time have existed 
between the two. Great Meols is the original Meols North 
Meols in Lancaster, and Little Meols, Hoylake, being of later 
growth. The first is yet called by the natives " The Meols." 
This William does not appear in the pedigree published by 
Dr. Ormerod.t and quoted in Ancient Meals,], as it only com-

* One of these mentions an Adam de Mels as holding lands there, 
t Chethire, II, 272. { p. 282.

;
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mences, nearly a century later, with a certain John, temp. 
Ed. Ill, although the author gives as his authorities " the In- 
" quisitions, P.M. ; the Visitation of 1613 ; Harl. MSS, 2110 ; 
" and the information of the family in the three last descents." 
In the early part of the 13th century we have the first extant 
record of the Meols family, although it is known to have 
settled here, under the Earls of Chester, soon after the Con 
quest, and the installation of Hugh Lupus in this important 
lieutenancy. By this " Memorial of Requisition in Court," 
(A.D. 1229-32) it appears that Walter de Meles, Walter his 
son, et eorum sequela, were free men. Dr. Ormerod does not 
seem to have been aware that in Handle Holme's Collection 
of Lancashire Pedigrees, now in the British Museum aud 

among the Harleinn MSS, 1987"c. p. 100, the following 
descents are given : 

Hugo de Melea _

William Fitz Hugo _.

John de ffarrington, fils. Willi, temp. Ed. I.
This important notice, prepared in illustration of the 

ffarington descent, incidentally supplies us with two missing 
links of the Meolt family pedigree, and identifies the owner 
of the seal alluded to. He had been supposed the son of the 
younger Walter mentioned, but so far as can be judged there 
was abundant time for an intermediate generation that of 
Hugo making the successive lords of the manor in the 13th 
century, Walter, Wulter ii, Hugo, and William, whose younger 
son John located himself near Leyland and Farington, in 
South Lancashire. This John de ffarington, as he was hence 
forth called, became Lord of Leyland through gifts from 
Kobert de Bussel, apparently as portion of the latter's daugh 
ter, Avicia, whom he had married.* Robert Bussel was a 
grandson of Adam Bussel de Leyland, who founded 

  Vide Dr. Kuerden's MSS. in the Coll. of Arms.
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wortham Priory, A.D. 1279, and made it over, with consider 
able grants of land, to the Monastery of Evesham, and was 
still living in the year 13)3, temp. Ed. II.

For easy reference, and a clear conception of the descent as 
above noted, with the succession of the ffarington branch of 
the Meols family, a pedigree is appended, compiled, from 
information, by Mr. Hulton, with particulars kindly furnished 
by Miss ffarington. The main branch of the Meoles family 
of Meols declined in importance and position, firstly through 
loss of acreage through the encroachments of the sea, and 
secondly through adhesion to the cause of the infatuated and 
despotic Stuarts. The male line became extinct by the death 
of Thomas Meols of Chester, about two centuries ago, and 
the wild and dissipated representative of the female one 
remains, but like the best part of the old Norman manor  
non est inventus.

The ffaryngtons, on tbe contrary, flourished in Leyland, 
and rose to wealth, influence, and national service. A 
well-executed seal in silver of either the first or second of the 
Williams of the pedigree, living in the reign of Ed. Ill, is 
engraved (fig. 4), the arms being a chevron gules, between 
three leopard's heads sable, and were subsequently borne by 
the last-named on our list, Sir Henry de ffarington and his 
father, quarterly with gules three cinque-foils argent, as still 
used by the family.* Sir Heury, a second son, succeeded to 
the estate, his elder brother having died young. His name, 
with those of other Royal Commissioners, will bo found 
attached to the inventory of the household stuff of Whalley 
Abbey at the period of its dissolution, 1537. This curious 
and interesting MS is now in the Chetham Library in Man 
chester, and is understood not to have been discovered when 
Dr. Whitaker was engaged writing his History of Whalley. 
It is entitled "The Inventorye of all the goodes belonging

* A very similar seal, bat bearing the name of John do ffarington, appeara 
Upon some of the earlier deeds.
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" to the Monasterie of Whalley, taken by the Erie of Sussex 
" and others of the King's Counsell, the xxivth day of Marche 
" in the xxviij yere of the reigne of our Soverigne lorde Kyng 
" Henry the Eighte."

At the end, the signatures are appended in the following
order: 

Robte. Sussex,
Wyllm. Leylnnd, 

Anthony Fitzherberte,
Henry Faryngton. 

John Clayden, pst.

'

BUSSEL, MELES OR MEOLES, AND FFARYNGTON, 

OF LEYLAND, CO. LANCASTER.

Robert Bassel.

Yicia 4th child 
and eldest 
daughter.

John de Melea,
after de ffaryng-

ton, Domiuus
de Laylond.

William 
de Meles, fill 
Hugo, liring 
45 Henry III, 
alio? Kd.l.

William d« 
ffaryngton, 

Dominus de _ 
Leyland. living 

8 Ed. II.

Robert, llv 
lt> Ed. II, 1 

Agnes     3 sons.

Will de ffarjng-
ton. living 

7 Ed. Ill, and 
33 Ed. III.

, Joaii
John, 4 Ed. III. 
and 19 Ed. III.

Roger Robert

William, 
O. S.P.

Sir John de Thomas, 10
ffaryngton, a ^ Joan Henry V.

minor, 46
Edward III.

Nicholaa. Ralph. Ro

William = Alia* Luej. 

William - Margaret Halsall.

Thomaa. Joane.

r- 
Sir William _ Alice Asbton, of Croeton.

Sir Henry de 
ffaryngtoD, 

BAQoad sou.

- (1) Ann Radclifle, of Ordsall. (-2) Dorothy Okeorer, of 
Okeover. Succeeded his father. He and his son 
William were enrolled Burgesses of Preston, at 
Guild, 34, Henry VIII.

L
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Wariu de Bussel, temp. Conqueror, or beginning of that 
of Kufus, confirmed a previous grant to Evesham Abbey of 
Penwortham, with the Church of Leyland and North Meols. 
He also gave the township of Farington and lands in Longton, 
Leyland, Freshlake, and Warton to the same monastery. 
Warin',8 grandson, Robert Bussel (son of Geoffrey), had 
issue, Gulfridus, Wariu, William, Avicia, who married John 
de Meles as above, and Margaret. In virtue of the above- 
mentioned grants, the Abbots of Evesham became Lords of 
the Manor of Farington.*

OBJECTS DISCOVERED AT BIRKENHEAD PRIORY.
A mediffival token, or abbey-piece, for it is difficult to 

determine to which designation it belongs, was found in 1868 
upon the river side of the old Priory grounds. What we may 
term the obverse bears the inscription, " Ave Maria Gracia 
" Plena" ; in the field a Bishop's crosier, the staff terminating 
in a shield, bearing three mitres. Reverse, a doubly-voided 
cross, the centre with four pellets, and each limb terminating 
in a large fleur-de-lis. Each of its outer angles seems to 
have contained one or more letters, but only an M and an I 
are distinctly visible. The arms are those of the Diocese of 
Chester, which is comparatively of recent creation, viz., 
16th of July, 1540. John Bird, D.D. having been trans 
lated hither from Bangor in 1541 was the first Bishop, 
through favour of Henry VIII. As an early sixteenth century 
character pertains to the token, it was probably executed by 
order of Dr. Bird upon the occasion. It is of thin latten, 
represented (fig. 3) of the actual size, and is in the possession 
of Mr. H. T. Brown of Renshaw Street.

Some twenty to thirty years ago the exact date cannot 
now be obtained, through death of its former possessor a 
fine personal seal of the earlier part of the past century, was

* Document* relating to the Priory of Penwortham, edited by W. A. Holloa, 
Esq., for the Cbetham Society. 

L
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discovered in the Priory grounds, and recently brought under 
the writer's notice by its present owner, Mr. David Thorn 
Stewart, who lias kindly allowed its engraving in connexion 
with the token. It is an excellent example of the highly 
ornamental steel work of the period an art resuscitated with 
great advantage in the present day and was made for Robert 
Clavering, D.D., Bishop of Llandaff, who waa translated to 
Peterborough in 1728, and died in 1748. The seal portion 
works as usual on a swivel, and possesses three flat facets, 
each being engraved or chased (figs. 2.) viz. (1) the initials of 
the prelate, in duplicate cipher reversed ; (2) crest, a lion 
rampant; (8) arms of the See and those of Clavering united, 
the former being gules two keys in saltier between four 
crosslets fitcbee, or; and the latter, quarterly, or and gules, 
over all a bend sable.

A fine wire spring a kind which has never been improved 
upon in the cylindrical portion of the handle, adjusts the 
facets of the seal at convenience, by pinning the angle oppo 
site to the one selected for use.

The occurrence of these objects at the old Priory is but 
accidental; that both should be associated with Bishops' Sees 
is, however, a curious coincidence.

Birkbeved Priory, as the old orthography gives it, was 
founded by the Norman family Do Mascie of Dunham Mascie 
(now Massey) about A.D. 1150, and chiefly through the 
instrumentality of the third Hamon, who dedicated it to 
St. James, as Dr. Ormerod and other historians inform us.* 
Mr. Mortimer, in his History of the Hundred of Wirral,\ 
(1847), states that it was dedicated to St. Mary and St. James, 
but mentions no authority for the averment. We find the 
only known seal of this Benedictine Monastery is inscribed 
to St. James ; Dr. Ormerod thus describes itj: 

" A rude drawing of the seal of the Abbey is also preserved 

  ii, 254. f p. 307. J Appendix iii, p. 447.
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" iti Harl. MSS, 2074, 232. It is lozenge-formed and repre- 
" sents the figure of St. James (the patron saint.) Over his 
" head is a Gothic niche, and under his feet a kneeling figure, 
" within another niche. The inscription round the seal,
" ' S'COMMVNE PRIORATVS 8'c'l JACOBI DE BIRKENHEVED

" ' COM, CEST.' The background fretted and filled up with 
" rosettes."

The arms of the Priory were those of the founder men 
tioned above, viz., Quarterly gules and or; in the first quarter 
a lion passant argent,* but surmounted by a crosier in pale, 
head turned sinisterways argent, as engraved by Mr. 
Ormerod.t

At the end of March in last year a Silver Penny of Edward I 
was found by a workman within the precincts of the Priory 
grounds, which had probably been lost anteriorly to the time of 
tho earliest Prior in the published list of Mr. Mortimer, viz., 
Oliver, who died in 1328, and was succeeded by Robert Mil- 
lenton. No register or record of the earlier superiors has 
hitherto been found. The pieoeis ifl'a fair state of preserva 
tion, and is inscribed " Edw. He. Angl. Dns. Hyb." The head 
of the King is in the field. Reverse, " Civitaa Dubline." 
The penny, with the above information, was communicated by 
Mr. Fred. A. Tamplin.

INSCRIPTION AT ECCLESTON CHURCH.

During the restoration of the Parish Church of St. Mary, 
Eccleston, near Chorley an edifice supposed to have been 
erected during the 12th century a large beam of dark- 
coloured oak was found (1868-9) in the loft, bearing in raised 
characters, varying from 3£ to 5 inches in length, an inscrip 
tion which ordinary types will not pourtray, and which 
appears at the head of our plate of miscellaneous objects.

  Sir Peter Leycerter; Ormorod I, 398. t llbd III, app. 447.
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As difference of opinion exists relative to its rendering, both 
readings are reproduced, viz.: 

AMIO DM IHSE 
(For the love of the Lord Jesus)

ANNO DNI 143e
(Anno Domini 1435)

If, as we are assured by Mr. R. Melling Musker of Walton, 
the letters of this inscription,  which he has kindly supplied, 
have been accurately copied, difficulties appear in reference to 
each of the above renderings. In the first, Latinity condemns 
the presence of an I in the commencing word ; in the second 
case the third letter of the same word is clearly not an N, 
and it appears a torturing of characters to make the three last 
into 435. The characters are in the black, or Longobardic 
form, as often appear upon bells of the mediffival period. The 
beam now occupies the central position of three as carried 
across the open roof, and the inscription having been painted 
yellow is quite conspicuous to visitors.

RELICS OF OLD FARNWORTH.

This neighbouring Lancashire village, in common with 
others near town, is fast losing its quaint and interesting 
character, and becoming common-place.

Its ancient Parchment Roll, containing a list of all the 
copyholders of the township, and said to be of great length, 
was, until lately, conserved within a metal case ; but a 
degenerate and reckless spirit now prevailing, what should 
have been everybody's business has become nobody's, and the 
latest recreant custodian added to his sins by a wilful neglect 
of this precious topographical memorial. Dr. Kendrick 
informs us it was last seen in the hands of some young 
tatterdemalions, who were trailing it through the mire of the 
village street. Not a scrap of the document is known to 
exist, but this gentleman, in default of the desiderated roll, 
has secured its old receptacle, a case of tin, upon which are
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faintly pourtrayed the hear and bearward of the village. He 
likewise possesses the ancient brank or scold's bridle in iron ; 
it is, however, of still plainer manufacture than the example 
in the Mayer Collection, which was presented by Dr. Kendriok 
some years ago. That such instruments continued in use in 
some places until quite recent times is evident from the unre 
served statement of the housekeeper to its late owner, that 
she wed remembered seeing it worn by her own grandmother!

A PENITENTIAL SCOURGE FOR GARSTON.

In the current quarterly number of the Journal of the 
British Archteological Association, an uncommonly singular 
instrument, from our own neighbourhood, is described and 
figured. It is thus noticed in the Proceedings of 11th Jan., 
1870: 

" Mr. J. W. Grover exhibited an iron-linked Sagellum, 
" (plate 9), consisting of seven chains, each chain having 
" seven links connected by stars. It was found in excavating 
" for a new dock at Garston, Lancashire, ten feet below the 
" surface, and its weight is seventeen ounces and a half." On 
the 25th of the same month, the Rev. W. Spencer Simpson 
exhibited additional examples of this class of objects, ob 
tained in Mexico in 1869. Mr. Syer Cuming followed, with 
remarks upon these and a short paper upon religious scourges, 
from which we extract the following short paragraphs in 
elucidation of the subject: 

" A scourge, either with balls at the ends of the lashes, or 
" else of knotted cords, is seen among the early representa- 
" tions of the emblems of the Holy Passion. And a scourge 
" is the accepted attribute of several saints, as, for instance, 
" Ambrose, Anthony, Boniface, Dorotheus, Gervase, Guthlac, 
" and Peter Damian. The scourge of St. Guthlac was greatly 
" celebrated for the virtue of its flagellations, and forms a 
" conspicuous feature in the arms of Croyland Abbey.
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" Thomas a'Becket not only did penance by wearing a hair 
" shirt, but occasionally chastised himself with a scourge ; and 
" both shirt and whip of cords were lo.ng shewn among the 
"martyr's relics at Canterbory.

" The flagellum discovered near Liverpool is probably one 
" of the finest, most perfect and curious examples of its kind 
"(which Jias escaped .destruction, and from its fashion and 
"fabric I feel assured that it is at least as early as the fif- 
" teenth century."

The description previously given of the last mentioned 
example is very meagre, and having had an opportunity of 
personally examining it, we offer a few additional particulars 
of a certainly very rare if not unique instrument, which, 
if correctly assigned to so flarly a period as the fifteenth 
century, is, for so corrosive a metal as iron, in extraordinarily 
good preservation.

It was transmitted by the owner, Mr. G. Sinclair Robertson, 
of New Brighton, to a friend in London, and, unknown to 
him, it has been engraved and published as we have seen.

Extended at length, the remains of the instrument for 
the whole is evidently not before us consist, firstly, of five 
(out of three pair) of circular links connected by oval ones 
of peculiar form and enlarged heads, comprising the sus 
pensory portion of the object, to which the main ring is 
attached, and it is suitably of stouter make. Upon it two 
smaller ones nre appended, one of which contains six chains, 
the other only one, but in the latter case both the wire of the 
oval links and the spiked connecting discs are much stronger 
than those of the six. In other respects the chains of this 
iron "cat" of seven tails are similar, the plain links being 
oval, whilst the disks, each with its eight radiating joints, 
have all been formed double; in several instances one is 
missing through breakage or other accident. At first sight, 
the impression is not unnatural, that the scourge is a relic of
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that shadowy period of the olden slave-trade ; but it seems 
rather to belong to the earlier one of monkish penance, and 
may have been in use at one of the neighbouring religious 
houses the Abbey of Skirlaw or the Priory of " Birkehedde." 

It was found near the centre of the east wall of the now 
Windsor iron-works, now building at Garston, and secured by 
Mr. J. Wallace Peggs, C.E., who handed it over to Mr. 
Eobertson, in whose collection it now remains.

Of other examples found or preserved in this country, 
one, of a very cruel nature, is now exhibited in the Goodrich 
Collection, South Kensington Museum. A number of trun 
cated cones, grooved with sharp edges, and held iu opposite 
directions to produce sufficient oscillation, without enough 
elevation to hurt the hand of the executioner form a whip 
of steel, which is supposed to have been held by a strap, and 
to be of 16th century workmanship. In the museum of the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, at Edinburgh, are two 
early disciplines or instruments of penance, one being a belt 
of iron wire, the other a scourge of the same, the lashes of 
which are covered with sharp points like that mentioned from 
Mexico. In Holderness, south-east Yorkshire, the boys still 
use a flagellum or castigating instrument, on the fifth of 
November, called a babble, composed of stout hempen cords, 
terminating in a bob of leather and waxed thread, the other 
end being wound round the hand of the operator. This is no 
doubt a relic of some pagan rite, as the instrument is con 
signed to the fire when the discipline is consummated.

NOTES ON LIVERPOOL HISTORV.

Early Publications. A century and a quarter ago many 
books were issued from a printing press in Harrington Street, 
and some few were published here. The proprietor and 
probable founder of this establishment was an active and 
enterprising tradesman named Adam Sadler, the father of
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the ingenious inventor of printing upon ceramic productions. 
His name first appears in this connexion as printer of 
Memoirs of the House of Stanley in 1736, presumed to be 
the earliest edition of this curious volume, subsequently 
reprinted by him in 1741, and later by other parties in 
Manchester and Warringtou. The last is the latest produc 
tion bearing the name of the elder Sadler, according to 
Mr. A. J. Mott's Catalogue of Liverpool Books ;* but his 
son John seems to have continued the ordinary printing 
business, in addition to his enamelling and printing on 
ceramics, as his name appears as printer, as well as publisher 
and seller, of a very extraordinary octavo work, entitled " The 
" Mimes' Deliyltl; an accurate collection of English and 
" Italian Songs, Cantatas, and Duets, set to Music for the 
" Harpsichord, Violin, German Flute, &c., with Instructions 
" for the Voice, Violin, Harpsichord or Spinnet, Hautboy," 
&c. The editing of this unique production, a work of no 
little labour, Mr. Mott nlso accredits to John Sadler; it 
contains, independently of the lengthy " Instructions," a vast 
assemblage of songs, some two hundred of which are set to 
music. A copy is now before us, and it is considered to be 
in exceptionally good and perfect condition. Two years later 
we find a prefix to the original title of " Apollo's Cabinet;" 
this new edition, according to Mr. Mott, being really "part of 
" the impression of 1754, divided into two volumes, with new 
" title-page and index, and two leaves pasted together at the 
" end to hide the old index. Several leaves are also added 
" at the end of each volume, causing a curious confusion in 
" the paging of the work; above 200 songs with music, and 
"426 without."! In 1757 appeared, likewise in 2 vols., 
Apollo's Cabinet, or the Ladies' Delight; songs with music, 
218 pages, probably a re-issue of the work of 1754.

  Transactions, 1860-1, p. 121. 
+ Though nominally two volumes, examples occur forming but one book.
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Printing on Porcelain. An excellent example of John 
Sadler's best printing upon ceramic produce, and probably 
executed about 1770, has lately come to light, the object 
being a drinking cup in porcelain, 3J- inches high, very thickly 
glazed, and not improbably the work of Messrs. Sadler and 
Green's works in Harrington Street, although we are not 
aware of any record of their manufacture of porcelain. If 
not theirs, it may have been issued from the bank of Philip 
Christian ; in any case it is a credit to the town. The printed 
design, signed at the lower left hand corner " Sadler, Liverp1," 
is thoroughly characteristic of local costumes as well as 
manners, each individual pourtrayed being differently yet 
appropriately attired, and yet forming a harmonious whole. 
To the left a well-to-do merchant of the town is taking his 
ease in the open air, near the strand. He is seated at a four- 
legged table, patronising the contents of one of those capacious 
punch-bowls, the delight as well as the manufacture of the 
Liverpudlians of the day, but by no means forgetting his pipe. 
In common with a fisherman who, in professional petticoat, 
stands by his side with folded arms, the burgess regards with 
evident complaisance his son, or possibly an apprentice 
(perhaps both) who, arrayed in a jaunty little cocked hat 
and smart general attire  but protected by an apron is 
tripping merrily on the sward with a long-boddiced damsel, 
the dance being promoted by the enlivening strains emitted 
from his violin by a blind performer, who sits tuning steadily 
away, with a goodly-sized tankard within reach at the foot of 
his chair. In the background, the inevitable Mersey and a 
three-master at anchor serve to localize the scene.

As a capital illustration of " Liverpool life" a century ago, 
this view, admirably reproduced by Mr. Thos. Riby, has been 
selected by the writer as the " leader" of a proposed series of 
pictures of old Liverpool manners, customs and scenes, rare 
or unpublished, should sufficient patronage promise a recoup 
ment of the necessary outlay.
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" Mersey Bowinen." In an old house in Ormond Street, 
a set of five coat buttons, from the dress of a member of the 
association, originally known as the " Liverpool Archers' 
" Society," but later as the " Mersey Bowmen," was lately 
found, and from the brightness of their appearance the objects 
would appear to have but rarely seen a " field day." One of 
them was presented to me by Mr. J. Harris Gibson, and as 
will be seen, bears two arrows crossed, with " M " above and 
" B " below, these letters being in the old English character, 
and denoting the popular name of the club, which body is 
wholly unnoticed by Baines either in his " Lancashire " or 
" Liverpool," or by any other historian of the town, with the 
exception of the late Mr. Brooke. This gentleman has, 
however, only been able to glean a few stray notices,* and 
arranging these in chronological sequence, we find the 
earliest reference in Gore's Advertiser. In 1795, two reports 
appear in the same publication, the first recording the annual 
meeting on the second of July, and the latter an account of 
the usunl autumn meeting at the end of September, both in 
this year.

The archery-ground was situate on the west side of Cazneau 
Street, then quite in the country. The lodge at its entrance 
was still standing when Mr. Brooke wrote in 1853. The east 
front was of brick, but upon a stone inserted over the large 
central window, a bow and arrows and a hunting-horn are 
appropriately carved. Upon either side of the same window  
as illustrated by a well-executed steel engraving and enlarge 
ment by wood-cut in Mr. Brooke's work is a stone carved 
with a device similar to that of the button. The ground was still 
partially practised upon up to 1766-8, when the association 
was disbanded. Along with the buttons, a medal and some 
copper coins of the middle of last century were found.

Early Liverpool Delft-ware. The very interesting drink- 

* Liverpool, pp. 263-4, and Additions and Corrections.
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ing-oup of "John Williamson, 164f>," now in our Society's 
collection, and engraved last year in the Transactions, has 
received attention on both sides of the Mersey, causing specu 
lations «s to the scenes depicted. Mr. Thomas Hughos of 
Chester has thrown out a suggestion that these may represent 
Eastliam Ferry. Unfortunately, no illustrations are extant 
that we know of, representing any of our local ferries, above 
a century old, by which we might be assisted in the identifi 
cation. We have, however, fair ground for the belief that 
gome one of our ferries was in the painter's eye. The little 
craft with its sails does not appear in the least degree out of 
character for this part of the estuary, whilst the idea is 
strongly confirmed by the rocky bank and the house placed 
upon it, apparently for the accommodation of the ferry 
manager.

Atherton Token of 1668. Owing to the haste of going to 
press, and the faintness of the impression of this issue of 
Peter Atherton, its reverse was erroneously described as bear 
ing a shield in the field ; the object is really a sugar loaf  
a symbol, no doubt, of the owner's business.

DISCOVERIES IN THE MAYER COLLECTION. 
The extraordinary assemblage, known by this designation, 

of objects representative of by-gone art, is wholly unrivalled 
as the produce of the perseverance and taste of but one 
gentleman. It has been well described as a mine of archaeo 
logical wealth, more especially to the student of British 
history. Prizes, consequently, exist here, ready to reward the 
patient enquirer and searcher after truth, and as such from 
time to time are recognised or identified, no apology is needed 
for the incorporation of the result in our annual story of local 
effort and research. The first example we propose noting is 
a diamond of the first water, and should serve to incite all 
antiquaries not to rest satisfied with the first appearance of 
any inscribed article, unless it belongs palpably to a well-
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known class or type, especially where the site is undoubtedly 
historic.

Our collection boasts the finest series of Anglo-Saxon 
remains extant. Although to a large extent this is composed 
of the invaluable produce of the Rev. Bryan Faussett's 
labours in Kent, now just about a century old, it yet contains 
another collection of no little interest and value, in the hoards 
of the late William Henry Bolfe, Esq., of Sandwich, which, 
after his death, passed by purchase into the hands of Air. 
Mayer. Though a general antiquarian collector, Mr. Rolfe 
was evidently chiefly interested in illustrations of our early 
national life, and among his purchases were part of a most 
remarkable " find " in a grave of the burial-ground attached 
to the Church of St. Martin, Canterbury the earliest Chris 
tian temple in this country in the years 1843-4. A Roman 
building, probably a small temple, previously occupied the 
site, and was presented by Ethelred, King of East Anglia, to 
his Queen Bertha and her Prankish bishop Liudhard.*

The discovery consisted of personal ornaments in gold, 
including 

Two Brooches, set with richly-coloured glass.
A Pendant, set with an antique iutagliate cornelian.
Seven coins, looped for suspension to the person, and not 

improbably forming part of a necklet.
Of these, the numismatic objects prove of the most im 

portance : they comprise, as published,t
1. Aureus of Justin I or II, (A.D. 518-65), reverse, 

" Victoria Augustorum"; weight 22j grains.
2. Ditto Constantinus, Jun. (?) similar to the current 

small brass.
3. Ditto Merovingian.
4. Ditto ditto.

  Collectanea Jntiqua, Vol. I, 178.
t Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. VII, June, 1845, p. 187. Coll. Antigua, 

I, pp. 63, 4 ; pi. uii, m'ii.
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5. Aureus of Merovingian.
6. Piece of Eupardus, Bishop of Autun, dr. A.D. 268.
7. Triens ; " Eusebii Moneta Dorovernis Civitas."
The unique coin, No. 6, attributed to France, Mr. Roach 

Smith thus mentions* : 
" Fig. 3 (plate xxii) is a very remarkable unique coin of a 

" class hitherto unknown. It is of Eupardus, a Bishop of 
"Autun, iu the sixth century. The inscription, retrograde, is 
" EVPARDVS EPS, Kupurdits Episcopm ; the imperial diadem 
" of the lower empire, and the robed bust, a costume copied 
" from the Roman model. Of this Bishop, no historical 
" notice beyond that of his name appears to be given, nor is 
" the precise period when he lived known."

This description, virtually repeated in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, was soon analysed by Mr. Daniel H. Haigh, who 
at once suspected a wrong appropriation, and the engraved 
representation of the coin, as also an impression lent him by 
Mr. Roach Smith, strengthened the conviction that it was 
more probably of British than Gallic origin a conviction he 
thus explains 

Firstly, a certain peculiarity of workmanship, which dis 
tinguishes the English from the French coins of the period. 
Secondly, the arrangement of the letters composing the 
legend, such as it is, upon the reverse.

Our Anglo-Saxon coins, especially the Sceatta series, in 
clude types which possess a certain partial duplication of 
legend. Commencing with a central letter or nucleus of 
letters, others run to right, and others to the left, the latter 
being in duplicate. Thus, in a not uncommon type of 
Sceatta, attributed by Mr. Bawkins to a King of North- 
umbria, we find from a central MVA or M, an extension 
on either side of H VAT. Such alliteration must be held 
as intentional, but it has as yet never been noticed, that we

* CoU. Antiqua, I.

L
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are aware of, on coins purely French. In the present in 
stance, this duplication appears on the reverse, as immediately 
above the apex of the cross are two large A's, followed on 
either side by <NINV, the two similar legends meeting 
below the base of the cross, here being simply divided by 
an A. From the excellence of the execution, for the period, 
this form of lettering cannot be considered meaningless, 
though Mr. Haigh confesses his inability to interpret them.

This able scholar, however, did not lose sight of the 
Anglican aspect of this coin ; further research, confirmed 
by an excellent impression transmitted from our collection, 
has resulted in the interesting discovery which we find 
described by himself in a recent brochure, entitled Miscel 
laneous Notes on t/te Old English Coinage, communicated to 
the Numismatic Society of London, 1869.

" The legend on the obverse* I should have had no hesi- 
" tation in reading, had I been acquainted, at the time of the 
" discovery of this coin, with the monumental palaeography 
" of France. The first letter is not a cross, as we then read 
" it, but L, of a form which occurs on monuments at Mains 
" and Ebersheim, and others at Besancon, St. Julient en Quint 
" (A.D. 537), and Guillerand, A.D. 600. The second letter 
" has been thought to be a badly-formed E, but it is really a 
" form of y, which we observe on a Burgundian brooch, 
" found near Mac, on, in the name DAN I=E X, Danyel. 
" (See also Nouveau Traits de Diplomatique, vol.11, pi. xxii.) 
" The fourth is P, which I regard as a blundered D, and with 
" this correction I read the whole LYUDARDUS EPiscopuS. 
" Here, then, we have the name of Liudhard, who accompanied 
" Queen Bertha to Kent, and officiated as her chaplain in the 
" Church of St. Martin, in the cemetery belonging to which 
" this coin and its companions were found. In module it is 
" intermediate between the triens and the mancus, and I 

  S«e plate No. 7.



151

"imagine its current value was two-thirds of the latter, or 
" twenty pence."

Thus a really valuable addition has been made to our 
national numismatology in a piece belonging to our museum. 
If highly valued as a supposed unique coin of Bishop Eupar- 
dus, how much more is it to be treasured as a unique example 
of an issue by the very earliest dignitary of the Christian 
Church in this country. Charibert, Christian King of Paris, 
having conditioned that his daughter should be allowed to 
retain her faith, Liudhard, Bishop of Senlis, accompanied the 
bride-elect of Ethelbert the third Bretwalda or dominant 
King of Kent to Canterbury, some years anteriorly to the 
arrival of the great missionary St. Augustine.* As Bishop, 
he seems to have been accorded the great favour of coining 
money in his own name, a privilege, we believe, only subse 
quently conferred in England upon the Archbishops of York 
and Canterbury and the Bishops of Durham. In all proba 
bility, therefore, the piece is additionally valuable as the 
earliest example from an ecclesiastical mint, in this country ; 
in fact Mr. Haigh declares it the earliest episcopal coin 
known. S. Lyudhard flourished at the end of the sixth and 
the commencement of the seventh century. The next earliest 
episcopal pieces are those of Ecgberht, Archbishop of York, 
A.D. 732-66, followed, at the end of this century, by those of 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and the Popes of Rome, with 
the Northumbrian Stycas of Eanbald II, tenth Archbishop 
of York, A.D. 796, and some of his successors.

In our last " annual " we alluded to the early " Delft" ware 
produced in England, and the common inability of identifying 
it as the produce of any particular manufactories, save in 
certain examples from the Liverpool " banks." Among the 
earliest, attributed with good reason to Bristol, are large 
round dishes and plates, and one of the latter in our collec- 

  Beda'i Eceletiattical History, Gilles' Trane., pp. 37-8.
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tion seems to have been rudely ornamented in imitation of a 
design in blue, not unfrequent upon drug pots of London 
production, viz., foliage and scrolls, and a pendant ornament 
surmounted by a crown, underneath which appears, in this 
instance, the inscription 

1
" What is a merreytnan ? "

Below a male head is painted, and the rim bears the initials
p

of the good couple for whom it was made, and date j o 

1614.
Taken by itself the central inscription looks puzzling; 

but, like many another mystery, it admits of easy solution. 
Henry Willett, Esq., of Findon Manor, near Worthing, 
possesses, among other ceramic curiosities, a complete set  
not numbering two or three dozens as in these extravagant 
days but a moderate, cosy six, of which that in our collec 
tion resembled No. 1. We thus are enabled to supply the
whole, viz.: 

1 
What is a merreyman ?

2 
Let him do all he can

3
To entertain his guest,

4 
With wine and merrey jest;

5 
But if his wife do frown,

6
All morveyment goes down.

A dictum to which all our friends, married or single, will no 
doubt subscribe.


