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^A GRANT OF ARMS TO URMSTON, LANCS.

AN interesting recent grant of municipal arms was made to the 
Urban District Council of Urmston, near Manchester, on 10 June, 
1942, by Sir Gerald Woods Wollaston, Garter, Sir Arthur William 
Steuart Cochrane, Clarenceux, and Algar Henry Stafford Howard, 
Norroy. The blazon runs as follows : ARMS : Per chevron azure 
and barry wavy argent and of the first, on a chevron ermine

between in chief a griffin segreant and an oak tree eradicated or 
and in base a bezant charged with an anvil sable a rose gules 
barbed and seeded proper between two martlets also or. CREST : 
A squirrel sejant proper holding with the forepaws a balance or. 
The motto is " Salus populi suprema est lex."

The arms were obtained primarily as a result of the Warship 
Week held some time previously. When the Admiralty informed
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the Council that the town was to be allowed to adopt the warship 
H.M.S. Express, it was suggested that there should be an exchange 
of tokens as between the citizens and the ship's company, as was 
usual throughout the country. At that time the Council had 
nothing more presentable than what the Clerk to the Council, 
Mr. L. Watkins, calls " a repellent combination of the letters 
U.U.D.C." Accordingly, the Council were enterprising enough 
to apply for a grant of arms, being unwilling, as so many authorities 
have been, to allow an unauthorised device to be displayed all 
over the world in the town's adopted warship. After a number of 
alternative designs had been submitted by the College of Arms, 
the design as given above was submitted by Mr. A. T. Butler, 
Windsor Herald, and went forward for Garter's approval. Later, 
a presentation plaque showing the new arms was carved and 
painted by Mr. E. A. Mitchell, the heraldic artist.

The griffin in the arms recalls that of the Traffords, who bore it 
gules on argent. Richard de Trafford had the whole Lordship of 
Trafford granted to him by Hamo de Masci and Margery his 
daughter, widow of Roger Payne of Ashbourne, Derby, about the 
year 1200 ; in the troubled times of the wars of King John he 
divided his lands between his sons Henry and Geoffrey. Henry, 
the elder son, inherited Trafford, Stretford, and all his father's 
lands in Manchester.

The chevron was suggested by the arms of the Hydes and 
Ashawes. Ralph de Hyde, who was living in 1357, had Urmston 
in right of his wife, who was daughter and heiress of Adam de 
Ormeston, from whose arms the squirrel in the crest was taken. 
Lawrence Ashawe had Shawe Hall in Flixton in right of his wife, 
Jane Valentine, who died sine prole, c. 1558. He bequeathed his 
estates to his nephew Leonard Ashawe, who was buried at Flixton 
in 1594. The Valentines held lands in Flixton as early as the 
reign of Edward II, as shewn by the survey of the manor and 
barony of Manchester in 1320. The martlets are also taken from 
the Ashawe arms. The rose is the rose of Lancaster, the anvil 
represents industry, and the oak symbolises the preservation of 
the rural aspect of the district. The wavy bars, representing 
water, stand for the Mersey and the Ship Canal, and the scales 
held by the squirrel are the emblem of St. Michael, patron saint 
of the parish.
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The motto means " The welfare of the people is the highest 
law ". This motto, without the verb, is used by a number of 
local authorities, including Lytham St. Annes, Tonbridge, Tipton 
and Willenhall.

This is the second coat of arms to be granted to a Lancashire 
U.D.C. in recent years. The first was granted to Denton in 1936. 
Arms were also granted to Prestwich, Farnworth, Stretford, 
Swinton and Pendlebury, Radcliffe and Crosby, but only in 
anticipation of their immediate incorporation.

H. ELLIS TOMLINSON.

FREDERICK ODO BLUNDELL, O.S.B., F.S.A.(Scot.)

FATHER BLUNDELL, who died at Fort Augustus Monastery 
on 6 February, 1943, was born at Crook Hall, Lancashire, 
in 1868. The son of John Blundell, he belonged to the well- 
known family of Blundell of Crosby Hall.

He became a Benedictine monk attached to Fort Augustus 
Monastery. During the war of 1914-19, he was a chaplain with 
the Grand Fleet, and served with the present King in H.M.S. 
Collingwood. In 1921 he was appointed Roman Catholic Port 
Chaplain of Liverpool, where he did great work among Catholic 
seamen, founding the Apostleship of the Sea in 1922.

Belonging as he did to a family closely bound up with Catholic 
history in this neighbourhood, it is natural that his antiquarian 
interests were directed to that subject, and he became a notable 
figure in the Catholic community of the district for his researches 
into the past history of Catholicism in Lancashire. His Old 
Catholic Lancashire, published in three volumes between 1925 
and 1931, is a standard work on the subject.

He joined the Historic Society on his first coming to Liverpool 
in 1921, and continued a member until his death, being elected 
to the Council in 1927.

In addition to the works listed below, he transcribed the 
Lancashire and Irish deeds, I3th to i6th centuries, preserved at


