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IN the preceding volume of these Transactions we 
studied the organisation and work of this Turn 

pike during the first twenty-seven years of its existence 
(1726 5.5). We shall now continue our study for the 
remaining period of thirty-six years (1753-89) covered by 
the recently-found Minute Hooks of the Trustees.

The year 175.5 was a notable landmark in the his 
tory both of this Turnpike and of Turnpikes generally. 
Though only seven years had elapsed since the Liverpool 
Turnpike Act of 1746, the Trustees proceeded to obtain a 
further (third) Act, by which the Turnpike received two 
important extensions, to \Varrington and to Ashton 
respectively. The preliminary decisions respecting this 
Act, as recorded in the Minutes, are instructive. At a 
meeting in December, 1752, the Trustees agreed on two 
main proposals, first, that " the great road from Prescot 
to Warrington " should be taken over, and, secondly, 
that the tolls, which had been reduced in 1746, should be 
restored to their original amounts. These proposals were 
doubtless supplementary, the increases of toll being 
thought necessary to defray the cost of repairing the 
Warrington road. They agreed that only one toll-gate
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(apart from ;my necessary stop-gates) should be sot up 
on tliat road. John Eyes, surveyor, and John Yates, 
the official Surveyor and Treasurer of the Turnpike, were 
instructed to make a survey and plan. 

At the same meeting, an order was made

" that a meeting of the Cientlemen in Cheshire be desired, to know 
their Sentiments in regard to carrying the said road on to Holmes 
Chappell in Cheshire, and that advertisements be published for 
such meetings to be held at Mr. Seamens (the Kagle and Child) l 
on Wednesday the third day of January next."

There are no further references to this proposal, which 
in fact was rendered unnecessary by an Act, passed on 
17 April, 1753, to turnpike the road from Warrington 
to Knutsford. The fact that it was made at this 
stage, before any suggestion is recorded of extending the 
Turnpike to Ashton, is evidence of the importance of 
improved communication with London.

In January, 1753, Francis (iildart, the Clerk to the 
Trustees,- was instructed to draw up a petition to Parlia 
ment and a draft of the proposed Act. The Trustees 
desired that the new road should be on a separate financial 
basis, but agreed to make a yearly allowance of not 
more than £150, if necessary, from the revenue of the 
Liverpool-St. Helens road. They agreed also on a clause 
permitting townships to compound for their " statute 
work."

Before the end of the month, further decisions were 
made. The number of new gates was increased to three, 
one at Sankey Bridges, another on the eastern side of 
1'rescot between the Toll Burs 3 and Noggin Hillock, 
the third on the St. Helens road between Frescot Moss 
and Eccleston Lane Knds. Travellers between Warring-

1 Tlii! K.islr .mil Child Inn Iminrrlv -t<>"il on tlir \\r~t M.lr "1 I'.n.lgr Stnvt, 
WarrinRtmi.

a He was also Town Clrrk of Liverpool, IT4- ^o.
J In Ki-nibk- Stnvt (thru Hillock Stivrt). Thry WIT.- i-nimiTt.-il not with 

tlir Tnrnpikf hut apparrntly with 1'rescut marki-t or fair.
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ton and Present would he required to pay only once on 
the same day, but were not excused from payment on the 
Liverpool-Presrot section. Persons paying at Hccleston 
gate would, however, he ticketed free through Hnyton 
or Koby gate on the same day, and travellers trom 
Prescot through Eccleston to Warrington would also have 
to pay at only one gate. In all cases, toll was to be 
taken on " back-carriage." '

A fortnight later, the Trustees decided to insert into 
the draft Act new clauses empowering them to take over 
the road from St. Helens to Ashton. Mr. 1C yes was 
instructed to survey and measure this road, and make a 
plan, and also to accompany Mr. (iildart and Mr. Vales 
to London to apply for the Act.

The petition, presented early in February, 175.'), is 
stated to be from " several of the Gentlemen, Merchants, 
Landowners and oilier Inhabitants of Liverpool, YVigan, 
Prescot, Whiston, Rainhill, Bold, Sankey, \Varrington, 
Parr and Ashton in Makerlield." It set forth that the 
Prescot-YVarrington road had become very ruinous in 
winter; that the Trustees had greatly improved the 
I.ivcrpool-Prescot and Prescot-St. Helens roads, " and 
intend to complete the said Amendment as soon as may 
be"; that the St. Helens-.\shton road if enlarged and 
repaired would link up with the turnpike road between 
Warrington and Wigan, " and thereby open a way to several 
Ranks of Cannel Pits," by which the adjacent places, 
and the shipping of Liverpool, might be " certainly and 
regularly supplied with that Fuel which is greatly wanted 
by them"; further, that the Ashton road would be a 
means of opening a communication with the industrial 
parts of Yorkshire ; and that the latter road was " in 
many Places, in Winter and wet Seasons, very ruinous." -

1 i.e., a second iu.ul on the return journey. Carts returning empty were 
exempt.

* II. of (.'. Journals, vol. jo, p. 558.

D
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The Art received the Royal Assent on 17 April, 1753. 
Its main provisions, as noted above, were the extension of 
the Turnpike to Warrington and Ashton, and the restora 
tion of the tolls of 1726, with their discriminatory rates 
in favour of coal-carts and adverse to carts carrying 
earthenware. 1 One novel feature was however introduced 
into the toll-schedule of 1753, namely, the concession 
in favour of the waggon with " broad " or nine-inch 
wheels, as being less damaging to the road. The broad- 
wheeled waggon would pass for is. (id., while the others 
paid double that amount. Earthenware-carts with nine- 
inch wheels would pay (id. instead of 8rf. The toll on 
back-carriage, which had been imposed in 1726 and 
removed in 1746, was now restored, save in the case of 
carts returning laden from Warrington or Prescot on 
market day. Carts with coal, slate or clay need pay only 
once a day at Kccleston gate. Coal-carts from the Hay- 
dock area, which would come upon the turnpike near 
Sankcy Hridges by way of Hood Lane, and use only about 
a mile of the turnpike road, were granted specially low 
terms. Waggons were to pay at the first gate and be 
ticketed free through all other gates on the same day.
Person^ to the east of the Prescot gate, within
200 yards, were to be allowed to enter and leave the town 
without payment.

1 lie three main branches of the turnpike, i.e., Liverpool- 
St. Helens, St. Helens-Ashton and Prescot-Warring- 
ton, were to have separate funds. The Trustees were 
authorised to make annual allowances from the Liverpool 
section, in aid of the Warrington and Ashton sections, of 
amounts not exceeding £150 and £50 respectively. The 
township of (ireat Sankey was exempted from statute 
work on the turnpike, in consideration of the " great

1 Tlic Act uf 17411 had tvilucid the t»ll on all carts t<> the v.ili 1 previously 
enjoyed by coal-carts only, while increasing the duty en wagpni- ami r< Mmvinj; 
that on lurk-carriage. (Transaction*, vol. 88, p. i'M-1
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charges " already borne in the making of a cart causeway 
there.

There can be no doubt that the Turnpike incurred much 
unpopularity on account of the raiding of the tolls and 
the setting-up of new gates. There now begins a period 
of friction and agitation, dividing, as we shall see, the- 
ranks of the Trustees themselves, and continuing until the 
next (fourth) Act was passed in 1771. Hitherto, we have 
found no evidence in this area of the anti-turnpike rioting 
prevalent in the country generally during the first half 
of the eighteenth century, which led to the passing of 
special laws in 1728, 1732 and 1735 for the punishment of 
those who destroyed turnpike property. 1 Now, the out 
break of disturbances is sufficiently evidenced by the 
following order made in December, 1753 :

" that the Clause against Persons abusing the Collector of any 
Turnpike, or pulling down the dates, In- printcil, and the ollenders 
be prosecuted."

In the course of the following year, the Trustees made a 
number of concessions, doubtless in order to appease 
discontent, embodied in the following orders :

(January, 175.1) " that all Waf^inis laden with (Hals \\ith 
broad Wheels shall pay only after the rate of Twelve pence per 
work - ... and . . . that the Dutv on Karthenware be reduced 
to live pence per Load brought with broad \\heeK."

(l-ebriiary, 1754) " That it be agreed with Mr. Mavor and John 
Blackburn that they be allowed to Cart Coals <>nlv through the 
Turnpikes at ml. per Work of Coals, they haviir.; broad wheels 
only."

(June, 175)) " that all Carts coining thro' the Hccleston gate 
and Nonf^in Hillock K a ' r . . . with Stone. Bricks or Sand for 
building, or \\ith I'otters clay for the IV.- of the |'otter-, in and 
about Prescot, shall Ix.- compounded with . . . after the Kate of 
a penny for each horse loading the same a day."

1 The last of these Acts made such offenders liable to the death |><-n.iHy. 
(Jacknian, Dcrtlopmcnt of Tnmsffortatinn in Motlrrn England, vol. i, Piii', 
P. 72.)

1 A " work " of coat was a ICM :al nir.iMire of three tons.
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(September, 1754) " that it lx: Compounded for that all Waggons 
drawn by four Horses, and drawing and Laden with Coals or 
charcoal only, be at Sixpence per Load," i.e., only half the toll 
authorised by the Act !

Whatever may have been the effect of such piecemeal 
concessions, the situation actually became still more 
strained in consequence of a series of General Turnpike 
Acts passed in 175.5, 1755 and 1757, with the object of 
encouraging the use of broad wheels. The Broad Wheel 
Act of 1753 directed that all waggons with more than 
four horses, and all carts with more than three horses, 
using turnpike roads, should have nine-inch wheels, on 
pain of £5 or the forfeiture of one of the horses. 1 This 
Act would not come into operation until 29 September, 
1754, by which date the ruts made by narrow wheels 
were to be tilled in. The use of broad wheels, though 
favoured by Turnpike Trustees, was not popular with the 
waggoners themselves, and so great were the difficulties 
in enforcing the measure, that a second and less stringent 
Act was substituted in 1755.

There were, therefore, two Acts affecting our subject 
passed in 1753, namely, the local Act applying solely to 
this Turnpike, and the Hroad Wheel Act applying to all 
Turnpikes, the latter having the effect of abrogating or 
modifying certain provisions in the toll-schedule of the 
former.

The following order was made in June, 1755 :

" that a Couniils opinion be taken on the Broad Wheel Act, on 
one Robert HolebrooUs taking oil his Horses to evade payment 
of the duties."

This is our first reference to an abuse which became the 
subject of many complaints in later years. For instance, 
in an order of August, 1751), we are told that

1 Fur thi> I'.pi.ul Wlirrl Acts of i;si, 1755 .mil 1757, soc Statutes at I.nrge, 
vol. ~, pp. 51 s. o.iii, .mil vol. S, p. mi ; .ilsu Jackman, o/>. cit., pp. 75-/.
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"the Carters im these Turnpike roads do make a practice of 
drawing Several horses in their ("arts and other Carriages on 
parts of the said roads, and when they come near to any of the 
Turnpike gates, in order t > avoid the Payment of the Tolls, they 
do take off one or more Horses from out of the chains, and only 
go through such gate with one or Itewer horse or horses than they 
had or came with on the said Turnpike roads."

This practice was open to special objection on account of 
the Broad Wheel Act, because carters could thereby evade 
not only the payment of toll but aKo in many cases 
the obligation of vising broad wheels.

In 1755 the first Broad Wheel Act \va~- modified by 
an amending Act which provided merely that vehicles 
with nine-inch wheels should enjoy exemption from toll 
for three years, commencing on 24 June of that year. 
This explains an order made in July, 1/55,

" that any person >r persons who have used Carts upon the. 
Turnpike Roads with Hroad Wheels, according to the late Statute, 
be returned the Money by them paid for Tolls at the Turnpike 
Gates since the Twentyfourth day of June last."

It is clear, therefore, that the Broad Wheel Act of 1753 
had not been without effect.

In 1757, a third Broad Wheel Act was passed to take 
the place of the previous Act on the expiration of the 
period of three years' exemption. It commanded that, 
from 24 June, 175^, all waggons and carts with three or 
more horses, not having nine-inch wheels, should pay an 
extra toll of fifty per cent for a period of seven years. 
The importance attached to this measure is shown by 
an order of September, 1757,

" that Mr. Town Clerk cause proper Abstracts to be made and 
forthwith printed of the last Act of Parliament made for regulating 
of Turnpike roads."

The Trustees evidently desired to acquaint the public as 
early as possible, so that the}' might be prepared for the 
new burdens when the time came. Unfortunately, their
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action seems to have precipitated the outbreak of dis 
orders of a most serious nature, endangering not only 
turnpike property but even the town of Liverpool itself. 

The Liverpool Town Books record that in April, 1758, 
the Common Council ordered

" that sixty good musketls and bayonetts, cartonch boxes and 
accoutrements, be bought for the use of the town, to be kept iu 
the Kxchange, as the Corporation are obliged by the grant of 
the Castle to thrill, to keep up a number of arms, and the many 
late riots in this town shew the necessity of them."

Later orders of the Common Council, in 1/59 and 1760, 
refer to anus formerly borrowed " to defend the town 
from the insults of the Prescot mob," and others bought 
" when the town was threatened, and in danger of being 
plundered, by a mob of country people and colliers in and 
about Prescot." ' The Tmvn Books make no reference 
to the cause of these grave disturbances, which have 
therefore remained one of the minor mysteries of Liver 
pool history. When studied in conjunction with the 
Turnpike records, they appear plainly enough as the 
outcome of grievances due to tolls, beginning with the 
changes made in the local Act of 1753, and aggravated 
by the Hroad Wheel Acts, particularly by the threat of 
still higher tolls as a result of the Act of 1757.

The latter Act, as we have seen, was due to be enforced 
on 24 June, 1758. Accordingly, on 10 June, a meeting 
of live Trustees ordered that an abstract of the new tolls 
be printed, " and a number be dispersed thro' the Adjoin 
ing Townships," and immediately afterwards revoked its 
decision in the following words :

" On further considering this Act, it is Order'd that another 
meeting be called before anything be made publick, as it's to 
be feared the consequence from Mobbing will be very bad."

1 I'M ton, /.lirr/vi'/ U»mVi'/>ii! Records, vol. 2, 1886, p. i:*. Tmi/r.ui, Rist 
ami 1'rogrfis <>/ l.trfrfmul, vol. _', njio, p. 516.
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A further meeting was accordingly held four days later, 
when six Trustees attended, and again the question was 
deferred. The Clerk was ordered to send the following 
letter to " each Commissioner in the Neighbourhood " :

" LIVKKPOOI.K, June i.(, 17>S 
SIR,

At a meeting of the. Gentlemen Commissioners of the Turnpike 
roads held here this day to consider relating to the Act of Parlia 
ment made to render more effectual the several Laws now in 
being for the amendment and preservation of the pu'ilick high 
ways and Turnpike roads of this Kingdom ; the Commissioners 
then present for certain reasons desired that a General meeting 
of all the Commissioners of the said roads might lie called at the 
Exchange in this Town at twelve a clock at noon on Saturday 
next, the Seventeenth instant, for the purpose aforesaid, at 
which General meeting your attendance is desired. 

I am,
Sir, Your most humble Servant, 

FKAN: GII.HAKT, Clerk."

We do not know how many Trustees attended this special 
meeting, or what precisely they agreed to do, because: 
the minutes were not entered up, three pages being 
left blank. We may feel reasonably certain that this 
omission was not due merely to negligence, but rather to 
a well-grounded fear that the Trustees had exceeded their 
powers. That they actually agreed on a provisional plan, 
as an alternative to that of the Act, and deferred its 
execution until legal or parliamentary advice had been 
taken, may be inferred from the decision made at a 
meeting of fifteen Trustees in the following November, 
as follows :

" that the order . . . made the seventeenth day of June last, 
in regard to Settling the several Tolls and dutys payable on these 
Turnpike roads ... be vacated, and that the several Tolls be 
taken under and according to the Act of Parliament made in the 
Thirtieth year of his Present Majesty . . . which said High Tolls 
are to commence and be taken ... on and from the first day 
of January now next Ensuing, and that carriages drawn with
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one horse with coals, and carriages drawn by two horses having 
six Inch wheels, laden with Coals, may pass paying twopence, and 
that these new Tolls he printed and published."

Thf burden of the new tolls was therefore to some extent 
ot'tset by a further concession in favour of the smaller 
type of coal-cart not affected by the Hroad Wheel Act.

We now turn to consider briefly the progress of the 
repair of the Warrington and Ashton roads. In June, 
JJ.vS. Peter Orrett of Present was appointed Surveyor 
of the Warrington road at a salary of £"20 a year (raised 
shortly afterwards to £.50), and he, with Mr. Yates, 
Treasurer and Chief Surveyor, and Richard Ackers of 
Kainhill, yeoman, was asked to examine this road and 
decide which parts most needed repair. Mr. Yates re 
quested that the respective duties of Orrett and himself 
should be defined, so the Trustees directed that Orrett 
should receive the money from Sankey and Prescot gates, 
pay the workmen on the Warrington road, supervise that 
road, and deliver accounts to Yates. The right was 
however reserved for Yates to inspect the repairs on the 
Warrington road at any time.

In August, 175.5, Orrett was asked to report on what 
had been done, its cost, and what remained to be done 
that summer. Me was instructed to

" repair and till up in the lirst place all the -Bad and icmndcrous 
hdlrs and Houghs ' ... so as to render the said Road as pass 
able as can be done in this advanced Season against the next 
Winter, and to make proper I'rains along the new Causeways 
. . . ami to, cover up with Gravel the Two pieces of road in 
YVhiston, one formerly Gravelled by the Township of \Vhiston, 
and the other now prepared by the Turnpike with Stone, and 
ready to be covered, to prevent the same being plowed up again."

A fortnight later, the Trustees decided to advertise for 
contractors to carry on the repair of this road, in the same 
manner a^ the section already completed at the Prescot

1 Hough, vari.mt ot //<';.('. .1 hollow pl.u r.
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end. The particulars of the contract are not recorded, 
but later references show that the work was being per 
formed by Richard Ackers. In December, 175.5, the 
Trustees ordered " that it be Considered whether to 
Carry the Turnpike Road over Ranhill," and, although 
their decision is not stated, the later history of the road 
shows that it was in favour of the lower route by Ken- 
wright's Cross. 1 At the same time they decided " that 
the Road between Present and Warrington be made Six 
yards wide, (iravell Road on tin 1 Surface."

While the construction of the new road went on, the 
Surveyor was expected to see that the road as a whole 
was kept passable. In August, 1/54, lie wa> told

" that what road is now plowed up between 1'reseot and \\'arnn^- 
ton must be finished this season, and not Suffered to remain 
plowed up."

By the end of 1754, the new gravelled road had been 
completed as far as the township of Hold, and the Trustees 
then contracted with Mr. Orrett to maintain it in repair 
for seven years at 4</. a rood. 2 Orrett was already Sur 
veyor, and his appointment as a contractor also is rather 
surprising ; however, to le-sen the ri^k of any abuse, a 
special allowance of Ao a year was made to Mr. Yates 
for inspecting the road from time to time a> he thought lit.

In November, 1754, an order was made for milestones 
to be set up on the Warrington road. They had already 
been placed on the Liverpool road by an or<Ter_of January, 
1753. The order for their erection on the A>hton road 
was not made until October, 1750,. :!

The Trustees now learned that part of the Warrington

1 Known also as Kenwrick's or Kcndnck's Cross.
'The Cheshire measure (eight yards) is probably understood.
3 Many of these stones are still in situ. They measure exactly .4 ft. in 

height above ground, 18 in. in breadth and 14 in. from back to front. The 
back is flat and the front rounded, with an inscription on each face of the 
curve. There is a squared base, having chamfered upper front corners, and 
inscribed witli th'- name of the township.
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road was being used by " Coal Carts carrying Coal for 
Northwich " which " greatly cut the road " but paid no 
toll, as they did not pass through either Prescot or Sankey 
gate ; Mr. Orrett was therefore instructed to set up " a 
Gate or Chain etc." near Kenwright's Cross, and agree 
with someone to collect tolls there until further notice. 

The repair of the road from Wild Mare to Bold Heath 
was decided upon in November, 1755, a contract being 
made with Richard Ackers at 355. a rood. For some 
reason, however, the work did not make satisfactory 
progress, for in March, 1757, we read that eight of the 
Trustees in that neighbourhood were authorised

" to Enquire into the State of the Repairs of the said Road . . . 
and to take the management of the said Road under their care 
and inspection, according to the Request of their Letter . . . and 
that they be desired to make a Report."

Accordingly, two months later, they made a number of 
recommendations, including the following :

" that no gravelling or paving upon any other part of this road 
be undertaken untill it is compleated to Bold Heath, as that 
part is the most difficult for carriages to pass on."

They suggested also that a general survey of all the 
roads " might yield the Publick general Satisfaction, and 
appear to be less Partial," so committees of leading 
local Trustees were appointed for each of the three main 
sections, as follows :

Liverpoul-Prescot. The Mayor of Liverpool. Edward, Earl of 
Derby. Thomas Seel, Esq. Jonathan Case, Esq.

Prescot-Warringlon. Peter Bold, Esq. Thomas Patton, Esq. 
Thomas Patton jun., Esq. Robert C.wylliam, Esq. Jona 
than Case, Esq.

Prcscot-Ashton. Mrs. Clayton. Hasil Eccleston, Esq. Lrgh 
Master. Esq. Sir Thomas (.erard, Hart.

In June, 1757, the construction of the Sankey Canal 
had evidently reached the point of intersection with the 
turnpike road, for we are told :
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" An application being now made . . . by the Proprietors of 
the Sankey Navigation, desiring their oppinion as to Erecting 
either a Stone or a Wood bridge near unto Sankey Turnpike gate ; 
It is thought that a Wood bridge will be the most proper and bo 
much Easier to all Passengers." '

In October, 1757, the Trustees directed that the re 
mainder of the Warrington road, as far as the pre-turn- 
pike causeway in Sankey, - should be repaired by Mr. 
Ackers in the same manner as that already done, and 
that it should be completed in one year if possible 1 , and 
in two years at the most. The annual allowance of 
£150 a year from the Liverpool section was to be con 
tinued until the work was finished, and a further (,1,000 
borrowed. In May, 1750, the Treasurer was ordered to 
advance what balance in hand he had from the Liverpool 
section, at 4.', per cent, for the use of the Warrington 
section. This was evidently in addition to the annual 
allowance of £150, and was apparently rendered necessary 
by the difficulty of raising loans. The protracted dis 
turbances of this period may account for the reluctance to 
invest money in the Turnpike. 3 In May, 17(10, the 
Trustees ordered that the annual allowance be reduced 
to/lioo, " as the said road r to Warrington is now coin- 
pleated and finished." They decided that the special 
payment of £10 a year to Mr. Yates, for inspecting the 
road, should be continued.

Within a year of the completion of the repair of the 
Warrington road, regular stage-roach services from Liver 
pool to Manchester and London had been opened. 1 I his 
was of course no mere coincidence, though we cannot 
confirm the old assumption that this and other local

' Tin' Sankey Navigation, which in its modified form appears to have been 
the first real English canal, was nr>t authorised by Ai t »i Parli.uncut in 1755 
(28 Goo. 2, c. 8).

1 ]'itU~ supra, pp. 34-5.
J There were of course excellent opportunities for commercial investment 

in Liverpool.
' See Karly Liverpool Cnafhim;, by A. II. ArUe, in v.,1. 73 "f these Trans 

actions.
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roads " were nothing better than horse-tracks." 1 Bad 
as the pre-turnpike road to Warrington must have be 
come, it had, as we have seen, been described as " the 
great road," and had certainly afforded passage not only 
to carts but also to waggons, private coaches, and even 
cannon. 2 On the evidence of Mr. Yates in 1753, the 
Prescot Warrington road was " in a very bad Condition, 
and extremely dangerous for Carriages in the Winter 
Season." 3 The preamble of the Act of 1753 states that 
this road,

" being the Carriage anil Post Koad from Liverpool and Prescot 
thro' Warrington to London, is from the Nature of the Soil, and 
by Reason of the many ht'uvy Carriages passing to anil from 
Liverpool, Prescot and Warrington aforesaid, become exceeding 
ruinous, and almost impassable, especially in the Winter Season."

We may note incidentally that the same preamble de 
scribes the road from St. Helens to Ashton as

the great Koad leading to the Towns of Holton, Bury and Koch- 
dale in the County of Lancaster, and to the Towns of Halifax 
and Leeds and the City of York and other Kastern Parts of the 
Kingdom."

Meanwhile', some time in 1759, the Turnpike had lost the 
services of Mr. Orrett, its Surveyor for the Warrington 
road. The circumstances are not stated, but subsequent 
proceedings suggest that he may have absconded. In 
January, 1759, a committee was appointed " to settle 
Mr. Orrett's Accounts, and have power to send for any 
papers of the Turnpike for so doing." A month later, 
an order was made 

" that the Committee appointed the last meeting to Settle Mr.

'Thomas liaincs. in*t. uf /.i;vr/>i»>/, 1X5;, p. 401.
a As to wagons .mil r.union, >ee Part I of this paper, vol. 88 of these inins- 

actinn*, pp. iSi, i<>\. A-* to priv.itr eo.iehcs, an instance appears in the Diary 
of Irrl.uul (.ivene, recording that on i _  1-Vbrnary 1T47'S haac (ins-no and 
his family travelled in their eo.irh from Childwall to W.irrin^ton ri<t 1'reseot 
(Isaac drt't'tit', t>v K. Stew.irt Brown, ig^i, p. 33).

s H. of (.'. /. »riiii/i, vol. jd, p. 5ij.:.
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Peter Orretts accounts be desired to meet at the Sij;n of the Ued 
Lyon in Tythbarn street in Liverpool on Thursday the Ki^hth 
day of this Instant at twelve a clock, and that Mr. John Yates 
then attend them to Kxaminc and Inspect into such accounts-   
and that the Hallance which shall appear to be owinfj to the 
Commissioners from the said Peter Orrrtt be paid by his Surety, 
Mr. /acheriah Leafe of Prescot, in the Space of Thirty days from 
this time, otherwise that Mr. Francis (iildart he hereby impowered 
to commence an Action against the said Mr. I.eafe on the said 
Bond."

Mr. Leafe was a Prescot surgeon, a Turnpike Trustee, 
and one of the Four Men of Prescot Court I.eet. He. 
declared himself unable to meet the demand, and in 
March, 1759, the Trustees agreed to allow him three 
months in which to find half the sum, and a further 
three months for the remainder. Five months later, Dr. 
Leafe had not paid the first instalment, and the Clerk 
was instructed to nrtify him that if he did not pay up la- 
would be sued. That is the last we hear of the matter.

Mr. Orrett's place was taken by Richard Ackers. The 
appointment was made in October, ijbr, with a salary 
of £io as from Christmas Day, 1759.

Turning now to the Ashton section, a somewhat dif 
ferent story presents itself. As we have seen, I lie turn- 
piking of this road had not been provided for in tin- 
original draft of the Act of IJ5J. Although a source of 
further supplies of coal, and a means of communication 
with the industrial districts of Fast Lancashire and York 
shire, it was regarded as of much less importance than 
the road to YVarringtou. Within a few months of the 
passing of the Act, the Trustees apparently regretted 
the decision to include it, for in October, 175.;, they 
ordered

" that a Councils Oppinion lie taken by the Clerk whether the 
Commissioners can drop the A>hton i^atr and Stile, and not be 
Liable to repair the said Koad between Saint Helen and A*htoii 
Town."
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We are not told what Counsel's opinion was, though 
we may conjecture that the Trustees were reminded that 
the provisions of the Act of 1753 could only be amended 
or repealed by a further Act.

Tin- Ashton gate was evidently set up, like that at 
Prescot, near the entrance to the town, for in December, 
175 5, the Trustees offered to move it further out, to the 
west side of the " Four Lane Ends " in Ashton township 
(i.e., Ashton Cross), provided the town of Ashton would 
undertake to maintain in good repair the road from the 
Four Lane Ends to Ashton. The offer was actually made 
to Sir Thomas Gerard, lord of the manor of Ashton, 
who, judging from his attendances at meetings of the 
Trustees, seems to have taken much interest in the Turn 
pike. As a Roman Catholic he was debarred from play 
ing an important part in public life, but he had much 
to employ him in the development of his estates. 1 Sir 
Thomas evidently did not accept the offer for the moving 
of the gate, and at the following meeting the Trustees 
agreed to farm out the tolls there to the highest bidder 
on the first Saturday in January, 1754, and to have a 
toll-house built as near as possible to the gate. The 
particulars of the lease are not stated. Six months later, 
the Trustees agreed to allow the late collector his reason 
able charges for removing his goods, " the person who 
has rented the same gate having taken upon him to 
receive the Tolls himself." A further change of policy 
took place in August, 175(1, when the Trustees ordered

"That as the 1 Asliton date brings in but a very small Income, 
not adequate to make i;ood the sanl Koad. That the said Toll 
Gate erected there be' laid down (or the present, and no Tolls 
shall be taken (or the future there till further order."

The accounts of the Turnpike, for the four years 1753-7, 
are entered into the Minute Hook, and show that the

1 Thr religious U-st was r\ i<lrntly ii"t irijuiivd f»r thr oltirr of Turnjiiko 
Trustee.
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revenue from the Ashton gate had amounted in all to 
only ,£68 i6s. yd., or an average of about £20 a year 
during the time it was kept up. The approximate average 
annual revenue from the other gates in this period was 
as follows: Huyton, ^510; Sankey, £180; Eccleston, 
£160 ; Roby, £90 ; Prescot, ^65 ; Twig Lane, £2 los. 
The amount taken at any one gate was apt to vary 
considerably from year to year. It is a notable fact 
that the..Huyton gate, on the main Liverpool-I'rescot 
road, brought in considerably more revenue than all the 
other gates together.

In November, 1758, when the repair of the \Varrington 
road was nearing completion, the Trustees decided that 
the time was ripe to proceed with the Ashton road, and 
agreed to let out the work to the contractor who sub 
mitted the lowest sealed estimate before the next meeting. 
They ordered the payment of an allowance of £50 a 
year from the revenues of Huyton and Eccleston gates. 
Further, they accepted an offer by Sir Thomas Gerard, 
Mrs. Clayton and Leigh Master, Esq., 1 to advance any 
extra sums required " for the more Speedy Compleat- 
ing the repairs." A month later, however, the Trustees 
decided to defer matters, pleading that they

" cannot at present form any certain Judgement how the Tolls 
on the Liverpoole anil Kcclcston Roads will enable them to make 
any and what allowance thereout from what time or Effect the 
Execution of the Broad Wheel Act may have on these Roads 
as to the encrease and Diminution of the Tolls."

For the time being, they decided merely to recommend 
Quarter Sessions to instruct the Supervisors of Highways 
in the townships concerned " to Scour their Ditches upon 
that Road."

Three months later, in March, 1759, the Trustees once 
more agreed to proceed with the work, " so farr as the

1 Sir Thomas Gcrard, lit., ln-ld the manor of Ashton, Mrs. Clayton (appar 
ently) that of I'arr, and I.eigh Master the estate of New Hall in Ashloii.
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fifty pounds a year will Extend to." A loan of £600 
was to be raised on the security of this annual allowance. 
Richard Ackers, who had carried out the repair of the 
Warrington road, was to be asked to undertake this also, 
and a committee was appointed to arrange terms with 
him. The same meeting ordered that the Ashton gate 
be re-erected and tolls again taken ; also that

a Letter be wrote to Peter Leigh Esquire * to know if he has 
any objection to the gate on the Ashton road being removed to 
the finger post at Judgefield Brow in Haddock, in ease the 
Commissioners shall think proper so to do, as they apprehend it 
will raise more money there."

In May, 1759, the Trustees decided to allow £150 
instead of £50 for the current year in aid of the work, in 
order that it might be carried on without interruption, 
as the Treasurer had not by then succeeded in raising 
any part of the proposed loan of £600. Evidently Sir 
Thomas Gerard and his friends were no longer willing 
to advance money. At the same time, they ordered that 
the Ashton gate was to " be advertized to be lett to 
the highest Bidder at the next meeting for the term of 
three years." The following meeting decided

"in case l.egh Master, Ksquire, be minded to rent the Ashton 
Toll gate for three years as adverti/.ed, that the same be lett to 
him upon the terms and conditions he has already offered."

Mr. Master was not actually present, so apparently there 
had been no auction, owing probably to want of bidders. 
It is rather surprising to I'md one of the gentry willing 
to act as farmer of the tolls, but Mr. Master's offer had 
probably been made in order to expedite the work on 
the Ashton road, from which lie himself as a colliery 
proprietor would greatly benefit.

In October, 1759, the Treasurer was ordered to advance 
a further £100 for the Ashton road, at 4^ per cent, and

1 IVU-i I.cgh of l.yinc, Clii'shirr, Iii'Ul tin- manor nf lluyilock.
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to raise a loan of £350 (being the balance of the (boo 
formerly agreed upon), provided Sir Thomas (ierard and 
Mrs. Clayton " Do and Shall Give their Bond as a Col 
lateral Security for Repayment thereof." A survey was 
to be made of Maddocks Bridge, near Parr Hall, and 
the parts that should be repaired by the " Hundred or 
County " marked out, so that Quarter Sessions might be 
notified and the " Bridge Master " ordered to have it 
repaired immediately.

A year later, in October, 1760, the Treasurer was 
ordered to pay a further £250 " for the finishing of tin- 
Repairs of the Road between St. Helens and Ashton." 
The money was to be paid to Mr. Ackers in portions, 
according to the amount of work done. Directions wen- 
given that the " horse causeway," which had existed 
probably from time immemorial, should be relaid and 
kept in repair, and that Mr. Ackers might " compel! tin- 
Persons liable, to do their Statute Work " on both the 
Ashton and Warrington roads.

The plan for moving the Ashton gaie nearer to St. 
Helens, which had been proposed in 1759, was revived in 
the autumn of 1761, and a decision was made to transfer 
it to Judgetield Brow in Haydock on the termination 
of the lease in the following June. The toll-house at 
Ashton was to be demolished, and a new one built near 
the new Haydock gate. Here, midway between Ashton 
and St. Helens, the gate remained throughout the rest of 
the period with which we are dealing. Tin- Trustees again 
took it under their direct control, and appointed a new 
collector at a salary of 8 guineas a year.

In June, 1762, orders were made for covering tin- 
whole road with gravel from St. Helens to Four Lane 
Ends in Ashton, for widening the same by one yard 
wherever possible, " also for taking up the remainder of 
the Causeway between the Four Lane Ends and Ashton," 
and for repairing all the " horse causeway." This also

E
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was to be done by Mr. Ackers, and further sums not 
exceeding £250 were to be advanced from the revenues 
of Huyton gate. The mention of gravel suggests that 
the Ashton road had been repaired in the same manner 
as that between Prescot and Sankey.

In July, 1764, Richard Ackers having died, his son John 
was appointed in his place as Surveyor of the Warrington 
and Ashton roads, " with the same Sallary and under 
the same restrictions." The " restrictions " were prob 
ably the same as those agreed upon in 1753 when the 
respective duties of Mr. Yates and Mr. Orrett were defined.

By 1768 the Ashton road was again " much gone out 
of repair," and as the normal revenues of the road were 
insufficient for its upkeep, Sir Thomas Gerard offered 
to advance enough money for putting it in repair, on 
condition that he was given additional security and that 
in their next Act of Parliament the Trustees would pro 
vide for the consolidation of the Turnpike into " one 
general Concern " with a single fund. In March, 1769, 
the Trustees agreed to these conditions " as far as in 
them lies and they lawfully may."

In 1772, when John Wesley traversed this road on his 
way from Liverpool to Wigan, he noted in his Journal that

" before we came to Ashton I was glad to use my own feet, and 
leave the poor horses to drag the chaise as they could." '

Notable improvements had been made during this 
period in the Liverpool-Prescot road. In March, 1754, a 
contract was made for lowering Shaw's Brow, at the 
Liverpool end, and repaving it with a causeway six yards 
in breadth. In July, 1754, Mr. Yates was ordered to 
have the causeway taken up between Gallows Mill and 
Low Hill, substituting

" a raised road after the manner of that bevond I'rescot . . .

1 Journal, ol. Curnock, vol. 5, p. 451. The date is incorrectly given as
(1^ in Mt'tnantils of Oltl Lancashire, vol. i, I'jo*), p. 69.
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Eight yards broad upon tin.- Surface with Greet Gravel or Sand 
by way of Kxperiinent to Try if such road will Stand better than 
a paved Causeway."

The Trustees may have been impressed by the com 
parative cheapness of the rock and gravel road, but the 
plan was evidently not approved by Mr. Yates, for it 
does not seem to have been carried out.

In November, 1754, the maintenance of the Liverpool 
road was put out to contract. For this purpose, the 
road was divided into four sections of two miles each, 
bounded by the alternate milestones. The 'lYuiteciihem- 
selves retained direct control of the section at the Liver 
pool end. The contracts were for three years, and each 
contractor was allowed a share of the " statute work." 
The arrangement did not work well, for a year later the 
contractors were summoned to answer complaints that the 
road was " much cut of repair," and in December, 1755, 
they were called upon to give security, and " to work 
on the said roads when any Breaks appear in the cans- 
way in the Winter Season."

In March, 1751), the Trustees ordered

" that the Turnpike road or Cart Pavement between I.iverpoole 
and Prescot be taken up anil widened to Six yards, it being now - 
found too narrow for Carriages with Broad \VheeK to meet upon  // 
and give way to each other."

Two months later, a contract was made with two paviors 
for carrying out this important development, beginning 
" about the East end of the Seamans Hospital," ' at a 
price of i|</. a square yard, the Turnpike providing all 
stones, sand and carting. In the following year, the 
Trustees directed that

" a Row of large Ashlers be put along Kach side the Cart Causeway 
between Liverpoole and Prescott, for the better Supporting the 
Causeway."

1 The Seamen's Hospital was an addition of about 1750 to the Infirmary,
which then occupied the site of St. George's Hall.
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From the above reference to the meeting and passing 
of broad-wheeled vehicles, it seems reasonable to infer 
that the old cart causeway had been wide enough for 
vehicles with narrow wheels to pass. Against this, how 
ever, is the statement by Mr. Eyes in 1746, as recorded 
in the House of Commons Journals, that the causeway 
on this road was " too narrow for carriages to pass each 
other." l Mr. Eyes's statement may have been imper 
fectly recorded, for the Journals give only a brief summary 
of the main points of evidence. Very possibly he had 
said merely that the largest types of vehicle could not 
pass on the causeway. Unfortunately, we do not know 
the exact width of the original cart causeway, but merely 
that the original plan for a six-yards causeway had been 
abandoned in favour of a narrower one on account of 
the cost. A width of 4^ yards seems the most reasonable 
conjecture, as a causeway of this widtli was prescribed 
for the road from Blacklow Brow to Roby in 1744. On 
the other hand, the causeway from Prescot to St. Helens, 
begun in 174*), was made only eleven feet wide, including 
the side stones.

The widening of the cart causeway was commented 
on by Arthur Young more than ten years later. After 
travelling from Wigan to Warrington along a narrow 
causeway which appeared to him " most infamously bad," 
he proceeded thence to Liverpool, and made the following 
observations :

" To 1.irei'pool. Turnpike. This road is mostly a pavement ; 
the first part of which is such as 1 have just described ; though 
scarcely so bad. Hut towards Liverpool is of a good breadth, 
and as good as an indifferent pavement can be. It is observable 
this is a second work ; the first narrow one being found as I 
have described it." 2

This appears very much like damning with faint praise,

1 H. of C. Journals, vol. -15, p. 80.
: A. Young, Tuur through the .\orlh of England, 2nd cd., 1771, p. 432.
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but it stands out notably amidst the torrent of invective 
poured out by Young upon almost all the other roads of 
Lancashire and Cheshire.

As in previous years, the collectors were apt to bo a 
source of trouble, and three cases of dismissal are re 
corded after 1753. One case only need be related. After 
the repair of the Warrington road, there was a consider 
able falling-off in the receipts at Koby.gate, as many 
coal-carts ceased to use the Roby road. In December,
1762. John Cross " gentleman," who had served as col 
lector at Roby for nineteen years, was discharged on 
the ground that he had been proved to have received sums 
not accounted for in his " Receipt Hook." In January,
1763. a new collector was appointed at a greatly reduced 
salary, and Cross was ordered to be " removed from the 
Office." The " removal," we may imagine, was hotly 
contested. Four months later, we read that
" A Complaint having been made by John Hushell, Collector of 
the Tolls at Roby Gate, against Mr. John Cross and his Son    
Cross, that ho cannot attend his Duty at the said (late for their 
threatning him, It is Ordered That the Town Clerk write a Letter 
to Mr. John Cross, that if he will not let the Collector at Roby 
Gate live peaceably, and Complaint having been made that he 
has threatned to pull down the Turnpike House, that the Com 
missioners will issue their Warrant to send him to Lancaster."

Whether Mr. Cross paid due heed to this warning, or 
whether he suffered the consequences of further con- 
tumaciousness, we do not know.

In October, 1763, when the third local Act had been in 
force for ten years, a meeting of five Trustees held at 
the Legs of Man in Prescot, and presided over by Sir 
Thomas Gerard, passed the following resolution :

" That tis the Sense of this Meeting I hat it may be of I'ublk k 
Utility to Apply to Parliament for Liberty to throw the Tolls 
. . . into one General Fund . . . and for "power] to lessen the 
Tolls as the State of the Turnpike Affairs may Admit of from 
time to time."
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Two months later, at a meeting in Liverpool, also pre 
sided over by Sir Thomas, the recommendations were 
confirmed and a decision made to apply to Parliament 
that Session. The meeting decided also to apply for an 
extension of the Turnpike from Ashton to Four Lane Ends 
in Hilton, 1 provided no opposition was raised ; but this 
proposal was shortly afterwards dropped. The Trustees 
further ordered
" That the Town Clerk write to sonic of the Clerks of the House 
of Commons, to know what would be the difference between 
confirming the three Old Aets by a new Bill, and Repealing the 
same and making one entire new Mill."

Subsequently, the course of events took rather an 
astonishing turn. The petition was actually presented 
to Parliament on 26 January, 1764, and referred to a 
committee, which, however, made no report, for on 
18 February the Trustees decided to postpone the applica 
tion until the following Session, ostensibly because that 
Session was " too far advanced," but really, it would 
seem, because of serious differences of opinion among the 
Trustees themselves. There ensued a protracted dispute 
which held up the application to Parliament for no less 
than seven years. Essentially, it was a clash between 
conflicting points of view held by the Trustees in and 
around Liverpool and Prescot respectively, and was not 
unrelated to the disturbances which, as we have seen, 
had impelled Liverpool to look to its defences seven years 
before.

On 2 October, 1764, Sir Thomas Gerard and four other 
Trustees met at Prescot, and decided that a special 
meeting be called at Liverpool in three weeks' time, and 
that meanwhile
" the Commissioners in and about Liverpoole be Desired to 
Appoint two or three Gentlemen to Meet the Commissioners in

1 i.e., llulton in Deane parish, about eiyht miles beyond Ashton. Hilton
was an alUTnati\v form of the name. It had important collieries.
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and about Prescot to Consider of the Alterations necessary to 
be made in the Proposed New Hill."

The special meeting was attended by thirty Trustees, 
including Sir Thomas and a good muster of other country 
Trustees, and was presided over by the Mayor. It decided 
that

" a Bill for repealing all the Acts of Parliament now in being 
relating to these Turnpike Roads, and for uniting all the Tolls, 
Interests and Powers . . . into one General Concern and Fund, 
be brought into Parliament at this ensuing Sessions, and that the 
Draft of the Act now prepared be read and considered of at this 
meeting, which was read accordingly and agreed to with several 
Amendments now ordered or made to be added to the said bill."

At this point our knowledge is supplemented from a 
totally different source, the Memorandum Book of Prescot 
Court Leet. 1 We learn that at the special meeting of 
the Trustees, the representatives of Prescot had " in the 
Hurry of the Meeting " agreed to a compromise providing 
merely for the abolition of the Eccleston gate ; subse 
quently, " upon a more mature Consideration of the 
Case," they had regretted their decision. At a meeting of 
the Prescot court, less than a fortnight later (5 November), 
we are told that

" the two papers relating to the Turnpike Roads, one purporting 
to be a Memorial for the Commissioners, and the other the Case 
of the Inhabitants of Prescott and other places, were ordered 
immediately to be printed and distributed, and . . . that in 
Case the Grievances of the Inhabitants of Prescott are not 
redressed, and the Inhabitants there relieved in their complaints 
. . . by publishing these papers in an amicable manner, such 
further Steps and proceedings shall be had and took to obtain 
Relief, in such manner as the Revd. .Mr. C.wyn, the Revd. Mr. 
Johnson, Mr. Atherton, Mr. Chorley, the Foremen of Prescott 
and Mr. Henry Houghton, or a Majority of them, shall from time 
to time think fill and direct, and this at the Town's expence."

1 This manuscript book of minutes and memoranda from 175.1 * > ' Sl 5 'S 
in the custody of Mr. \V. A. Cross, Deputy Steward of 1'resrot.
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Turning again to the Turnpike Minute Book, we find 
that four weeks later (i December) a meeting of ten 
Trustees ordered that

" upon Consideration of the Case printed and now read at this 
Meeting on behalf of the Inhabitants of the Town of Present, 
relative to several Concessions being asked in their favour . . . 
And it appearing to us that several of the Matters therein alledged 
as a Cirotmd for such Concessions are misrepresented, It is ordered 
that not any such Concessions be granted, but on the contrary 
that the late intended Application to Parliament be dropped for 
the present and until! Matters are fixed on a reasonable footing."

The saute meeting ordered that copies of the clauses of 
the Act of 17.55, relating to the "demolishing of turn 
pikes and abusing the Collectors," be printed and dispersed 
without delay ; evidently the situation had occasioned a 
renewal of popular demonstrations. In May, 1765, an 
order was made for printing and posting on the turnpike 
gates, and other suitable places, abstracts of the clauses 
" regulating the behaviour and Conduct of Carters."

The Turnpike Minute Hook docs not inform us specific 
ally what the grievances of the country Trustees were. 
In the 1'rescot Court Book, however, there is ;i lengthy 
statement, apparently a copy of the one which had been 
printed, followed by further arguments and proposals of 
later date. Some of the chief points may be gathered 
from the following passages :

" In 17S1 tlie Inhabitants of Liverpool, YVarrington and Pres- 
cott, as well as the Country in general, were unanimous for the 
Warrington and Ashton Road Bill, and tho' several Clauses in 
it Kvidently bore hard upon many places, yet the desire of having 
so useful a design forwarded made those places then submit to 
bear an unecpial part of the Burthen.

" It was a very great doubt in 1755 . . . whether the Toll 
that was to arise upon the Warrington Road, and the Aid it was 
to have from the Liverpool Road, would ever be sufficient for its 
repair . . .

" The \Varrington Koad has since been effectually amended,
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and the Tolls which arise thereon are much more than they were 
at iirst expected to be, and there now remains no debt upon it, 
but on the contrary a Sum in Bank. Wherefore those who have 
suffered an inequality on or by reason of that Road since 1753, 
now with great Justice expect to be relieved and put upon a 
favourable equality in consideration of what they have suffered 
so long."

" As the Toll Gates now stand the Inhabitants of Liverpool are 
free for about 5 Miles upon the Turnpike Roads, and are not 
bound in on any other side. 1'reseott is bound in Kastwards by 
two Bars, one in the Town, the other but a small distance from 
it. Warrington is free to Bank Kay and Sankey Bridge, and 
has thereby an open 'passage! for their Trade by Water. Liver 
pool and Warrington are benelitted by the Sankey Navigation, 
which has lessened the Tolls at the Kccleston and Sankey Bars. 
1'rescott has no benelitt from any Navigation, nor any communica 
tion free from Turnpike Tolls leading to any place.-, of much l : se 
to them."

" The back Carriage '''oil   .   attects everybody on the East 
of the Huyton and Koby Bars, but especially those who lye but 
a little to the East of the Eccleston and 1'rescott liars, who have 
two Tolls to Liverpool and twc > back Carriage Tolls from Liverpool 
to pay in one day, and if they proceed next day with such back 
carriage to Warrington or Ashton, they will be made; to pay 
again at the Bars in Sankey or Haddock. It lias the like Effect 
at the other Bars, tho' in a smaller degree, but from Liverpool 
it is very great, as all the Commodities brought from thence by 
Land thro' these Bars for the Country Consumption are Charge 
able."

" The three markett Towns in the Turnpike Roads are upon 
no equality at all in respect to the back Toll. That Toll can 
scarce be said to affect Liverpool or Warrington in the smallest 
degree, as the Commodities upon which it is paid chiefly come 
out of Liverpool land ways, which Warrington avoids by their 
Navigation, whereas Prescot pays back Toll both from Liverpool 
and Warrington for all the Goods they purchase or bring from 
those places; and some of the Villages and Country Townships 
lying Eastwards of the Roby and Huyton Bars are just in the 
same degree of inequality as Prescot is to Liverpool and Warring- 
ton, because Westderby, Childwall, Wavertree and Roby, or some 
part at least of these townships, arc not affected, when Huyton,
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Knowsley and part of Koby, Torbock, Crouton and other places 
pay it, and Kainford, Eccleston, Windle, Parr, Rainhill, Whiston, 
Bold, Sutton and other places are Subject to pay back Toll at 
two Bars in one day returning from Liverpool to those places."

Much space in the Prcscot Court Book is devoted to an 
analysis of the financial position of the Turnpike, with a 
view to showing that it could well afford to make con 
cessions. The Treasurer's accounts of 1760-4 are quoted, 
showing that the net outstanding debt in 1765 was over 
£2,000, but that there was an average annual balance of 
£450 available for debt reduction. Calculations are also 
given to show that the removal of both the Prescot and 
Eccleston gates would cause an actual loss of only about 
£9 a year, taking into consideration the reduction of 
expenses and the probability that a considerable pro 
portion of the tolls would be transferred to other gates.

The Prescot Trustees claimed to be acting merely as 
" agents of the public," asserting that they personally 
stood to gain comparatively little. They feared that the 
removal of the gates, by leaving a considerable section 
of the roads free to all kinds of vehicles, " might give an 
opening for narrow wheels, at present well confined." 
They therefore urged that the gates should be retained, 
but that complete exemption should be allowed there 
to Prescot people, and free horse-passage to all in the 
interest of those from Bold and those who came from 
Wigan by way of Gillar's Green in Eccleston. They 
wanted also the abolition of toll on back carriage, and 
the reduction of the high toll on earthenware.

In addition, the Prescot Trustees took the opportunity 
of presenting comprehensive proposals for the more 
efficient management of the Turnpike as a whole. All 
persons over 21 years, living in any of the townships 
through which the Turnpike passed, and having a certain 
property qualification, should be eligible for the office of 
Trustee, together with the Mayor, Bailiffs and all mem-
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bcrs of the Common Council of Liverpool, the Steward, 
Treasurer, Coroner, Four Men and Foreman of the Jury 
of Prescot, and the Steward, Constables and other head 
officers of Warrington. There should be monthly meet 
ings at both Liverpool and Prescot, transacting business 
relating to the roads west and east of Prescot respectively, 
with separate Minute Books and accounts. All bills were 
to be submitted to a meeting and allowed, before being 
paid. Periodically, the Liverpool accounts were to be 
entered into the Prescot book, and vice versa, so that 
each would contain an account of the disbursements of 
the whole concern every year. All moneys borrowed 
were to be entered up similarly. The collectors at Huyton 
and Roby should account to a meeting in Liverpool, 
and those at Prescot, Eccleston, Sankey and Haydock to 
a meeting in Prescot, at least once in three months, and 
the accounts exchanged as above. Each book would 
therefore be complete for the whole Turnpike, and should 
be open to public inspection ; thereby, the Treasurer and 
the Trustees would be safeguarded against " animosities," 
and the public reassured. Finally, they suggested

" That a more easy and less expensive way to raise money on 
Interest as wanted would Ue by making transferable Securities 
of £100 each, in the Nature of promisary Notes of Hand or 
Government Stock, and so as to be called in occasionally from 
time to time as money arises to discharge the same, without 
suffering that loss in interest and Cost in making long Assignments 
of the Tolls for large Sums, which is apprehended has heretofore 
been a heavy burthen upon the concern,"

These proposals evidently did not commend themselves 
to the Trustees as a whole, and no reference to them 
appears in the Turnpike Minutes.

From time to time, efforts were made to overcome the 
deadlock. In December, 1765, the Trustees appointed a 
committee

" to meet and treat with the Country Commissioners of these
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roads about coining into Terms about meeting and Consolidating 
these Tolls into one general fund . . . and to report their Pro 
ceedings to a general meeting to be Confirmed, altered or dis 
allowed."

Six days later, the Prescot Court Leet once again ordered 
that its views be put into print. This attempt at negotia 
tion was evidently not a success, for no further references 
to it appear.

In April, 1707, the Trustees ordered

" that the Letter now produced by Mr. Yates, directed to Sir 
Thomas Gerrard, and signed by many of the Inhabitants of the 
Town and Neighbourhood of Prescot, complaining of several 
Grievances they now suffer, and proposing methods to redress 
the same, be fair Copied over and referred to the Consideration 
of Mr. Yates, to make his Observations thereon against the next 
Meeting and then report the same."

Sir Thomas, who, years before, had played a leading part 
in initiating the plan to apply for a new Act to con 
solidate the Turnpike funds, was now being appealed to 
by the country Trustees to use his influence on their 
behalf. In November, 1767, after a further interval of 
seven months, the Trustees ordered

" That three Commissioners from Liverpoole be Kmpowered to 
Meet three Country Commissioners at the house of Thomas 
Hooley ' In Prcscott on or before the 4th day of December Next 
to Consider Several Matters relating to the Turnpike Roads. And 
to report the Result of Such Meeting at the Next Succeeding 
General Meeting."

Again we are left uninformed of the results of the negotia 
tions, and we hear no more until May, 1768, when an 
order was made

" that the Application to Parliament be postponed . . . till 
after the next Sessions of Parliament, on account that it's appre 
hended there will be many contested Elections to come before 
the House of Commons the next Sessions."

1 The New Legs of Man Inn at tin- junction of Church Street and West 
Stroot (then known as Unnlry's Walk).
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More than eighteen months later, in December, 1769, 
the Trustees decided to call a special meeting at the 
Liverpool Town Hall,

" in Order to have the Sense anil Opinion of the Commissioners, 
whether they will Apply this ensuing Parliament for . . .a New 
Act to incorporate or Consolidate all the said Roads and Tolls 
arising thereon . . . into One General Act and lrnnd."

The special meeting was attended by twenty-three Trus 
tees, and a draft of the proposed Bill was ordered to be 
printed and dispersed. The country Trustees were poorly 
represented, and, probably in consideration of this fact, 
the meeting nominated a body of eighteen Trustees, 
representative both of Liverpool and the country districts, 
" to consider of Proposals and Conditions . . . and agree 
upon Terms " acceptable to both sides. This committee 
met in January, 1770, and recommended

" That a power be inserted in the Act enabling the Commissioners 
if they shall find it hereafter of publick I'tility, and the Tolls . . . 
shall admit of it, either entirely to remove the Noggin Hillock 
and Kccleston Gates, or either of them, or to place them or cither 
of them in any other Place or Places."

Such a dubious oiler was not likely to appease the dis 
content, and the situation had actually made but little 
improvement. Six months later, another special meeting 
was summoned to consider " certain Proposals made by 
the Commissioners in ami about Piescot " and twelve 
Trustees were nominated, equally representative of the 
two parties, to " meet and settle and treat " at the Legs 
of Man in Prescot. On the appointed day, the Mayor 
and fonr other Liverpool representatives found themselves 
outnumbered by the presence of all six representatives of 
Prescot. 1 The decisions of that meeting were subse-

1 Tho rrprrsrntntivrs \\vrc : (for Liverpool) Ralph Karle mayor, John 
Tarleton, Kiohanl Huglius, William Grcgson, John Williamson, Thomas Case ; 
(for 1'n.scot) Thomas I-'azakrrli'V, John Athcrton, Krv. Mr. Johnson ruratc, 
John Chorlry, John Mackay, John Lancaster.
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quently confirmed without further dispute, and were as 
follows. On behalf of Liverpool, it was proposed and 
agreed that the toll on coal, cannel, slack, charcoal, flags, 
stone and turf should be reduced by fifty per cent. For 
the other side, the Eccleston and Prescot gates were 
to be removed, and no others, apart from stop-gates (" to 
be only ticketted free gates "), set up in their place. 
The Turnpike was to be consolidated " into one General 
Fund and Concern." Thirty-one years was to be asked 
for as the term of the new Act. All persons resident in 
West Derby Hundred, and possessed of " One Hundred 
Pounds a Year in Lands or Two Thousand Pounds in 
Personality," were to be made Trustees. Finally, there 
was to be

" a Clause tu empower the Commissioners at any general Meeting 
of them not loss than .ji in Number, giving one Month's Publick 
Notice, to encrease the Tolls upon the reduced Commodities and 
Articles aforesaid to not more than a Third Part, upon a real 
Necessity, and a like Power of Reduction."

The Bill, as now agreed upon, was ordered to be printed 
in August, 1770. There was evidently much dissatis 
faction still, for a special meeting was held in November 
so that persons having " material objections " might have 
them " obviated or relieved, according as they may 
. . . merit Attention or otherwise." The latter meeting 
ordered a Petition to be drafted. In December, 1770, a 
meeting of nine Trustees decided upon two important 
additional clauses, to provide, first, " for the weighing or 
Admeasurement of Coal at the Collieries," and, secondly, 
" that the Road from Kanelagh House in Liverpoole to 
join the Turnpike Causeway at or near Gallows Mill " 1 
be added to the Turnpike. The object of the first of 
these additions, as the Petition states, was to prevent 
" many Frauds and Abuses now practised on the Buyers 
and Consumers of Coal by the Colliers, Banksmen and

1 i.e., Linn-kiln I..mr (now I.iini' Strrrt).
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Carters,'' by compelling the owners or lessees of collieries 
to provide carters with tickets, showing the amount of 
their lading, which they in turn would deliver to the 
buyers. The object of the turnpiking of Limekiln Lane 
was " to make the Entrance into the said Town more 
easy and commodious," it being " at present very narrow 
and often occasions Obstructions." '

Before the signing of the Petition, notices were sent to 
the proprietors of local collieries, and the Treasurer and 
Clerk were instructed to go to Knowsley to see Lord 
Strange. The clauses regarding the weighing of coal 
apparently met considerable opposition, and a decision 
was made to delete them, though, as appears below, the 
clauses were nevertheless included in the Hill.

The Petition was finally approved on 9 January, 1771, 
and was presented at Westminster at the end of that 
month. It contained one important provision of which 
no mention is made in the Minute Book, that is, for the 
turnpiking of " the Road leading from the Turnpike 
Causeway at Blacklow Brow, Eastward, through the 
Village of Huyton, to the Sign of the Blue Bell, to join 
the Turnpike Causeway leading' from Prescot to Liver 
pool." The Clerk and Treasurer gave evidence in support 
of the Petition, stating that the Trustees had repaired 
the roads, but some were much out of repair again for 
want of a proper fund, and that an outstanding debt of 
£1,800 still remained. 2 The Bill passed safely through 
the Commons, but was amended in the House of Lords, 
where exception was taken to the clauses regarding the 
weighing of coal. A new Bill, omitting these clauses, was 
therefore substituted, and this, after passing both Houses, 
received the Royal Assent on 8 May, 1771. 3

In June, 1771, when the new Act had come into force, 
the Trustees re-appointed Mr. Yates as Treasurer and 
Chief Surveyor, at an increased salary of £50 a year. In
1 H. of C. Journals, vol. 33, p. 106. * Ibid., p. 145. ' Ibiii., p. .-19.
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the same year, Mr. Yates died, after a period of nearly 
twenty years' efficient service, during which he more than 
anyone else must have borne the brunt of public dis 
satisfaction and unrest. In July, 1753, he had been 
provided with a " Small Iron Chest ... to keep his 
money in." In March, 1757, the time of the Prescot 
riots, his accounts had been printed, and his books left 
with the Town Clerk of Liverpool, " that any Person may 
inspect the Same." In December, 1761, when the tri 
umphs of Clive and Coote were still fresh, he had been 
" Authorised to Purchase India Bonds with such Turnpike 
Money as he has in his hands and can Spare," so that the 
debts of the Turnpike might, with advantage, be offset by 
shares in the plunder of Bengal. In November, 1767, 
when difficulties with the Prescot Trustees were acute, 
he had been ordered to allow his books to be inspected by 
any Trustees " or any Person by them Appointed," for 
the whole period since his appointment. Shortly after 
his death, his son was called upon to pay the balance 
of £112 17-s. (.id. remaining due to the Trustees, " the one 
half ... in good Bills, and the other Half in Cash."

Mr. Yates's successor as Treasurer and Chief Surveyor 
was Mr. Arthur Ellison of Liverpool, who held the office 
from September, 1771, until his death in 1779. During 
this period the Turnpike continued to incur heavy expendi 
ture. In July, 1771, an order was made for the repair of 
the road from Blue Bell to Blacklow Brow " with Knows- 
ley Stone." In September, 1771, " a new Road and a 
Bridge " were ordered to be made near Judgefield Brow 
in Haydock, to make the road " more commodious and 
straight." In December, 17/1, the whole road from St. 
Helens to Ashton was ordered to b<> newly paved, with 
a cart causeway nine yards broad, and a horse causeway 
of one yard. The Proprietors of the Sankey Navigation 
agreed to allow stones for this work to be conveyed to 
Black Brook near Parr at the special rate of 4^. a ton.
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In March, 1773, an order was made for the repair of 
Limekiln Lane, with " a good Cart Causeway of Seven 
Yards Wide . . . and also a good Foot Way or Causeway 
through it where wanted." In May, 1774, the causeway 
from Broad Green to Roby Cross, which had become so 
ruinous as to be beyond repair, was ordered to be entirely 
taken up and a new one made of 4! yards breadth.

As a result of decreasing the tolls, the Turnpike had to 
resort to borrowing on a much greater scale than ever 
before. So serious was the position that a special meeting 
was called in June, 1774, " to take into Consideration the 
Necessity " of increasing the tolls once more. When.' 
the minutes of this meeting should appear, there are two 
blank pages marked with cancellation-lines suggesting 
that the Trustees made some provisional decision which 
was soon afterwards dropped. In February, 1775, another 
special meeting was called to consider the question, 
advertisements being inserted " in both the Liverpoole 
papers." Fifteen Trustees attended, and ordered " item, 
con." that the toll on coal, slate, turf and clay should be 
doubled until further order.

Despite this, borrowing still went on. In May, 1770, 
the causeway from Old Swan to Broad Green was ordered 
to be " wholly taken up, and a New Pavement laid, as , ~i 
broad as the Lane will admit." The collectors at Huyton \ 
gate were instructed that " all Waggons and Carriages " 
must be weighed. A list of tolls having been compiled, 
it was ordered to be printed and di.stributed, and a copy, 
painted on a board, to be fixed up at each gate. In 
April, 1777, the Treasurer was ordered not to take any 
more long-dated bills as loans, but only cash, and the 
next meeting was recommended to consider whether the 
premiums for discounting such bills ought not to be 
repaid by the lenders, or deducted from their interest.

In September, 1777, at a meeting at Prescot, complaint 
was made
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" that the Turnpike Causeway between Liverpool and 1'rescott 
is much broken up and out of Repair, and that the Side Road is 
very uneven and full of Moles which retain the Water that falls upon 
it, to the great Inconvenience and Danger of Travellers."

Mr. Ellison was ordered to have the whole road put into 
good order without delay, on pain of his conduct being 
laid before the next meeting. At that meeting, Ellison 
failed to appear, " on Account of his being gone to Lan 
caster as is alledged on some Business." The Trustees 
decided to call a special meeting to consider letting out 
the tolls and repairs to the highest bidder, and appointed 
a committee to superintend the roads, which were " now 
much out of Repair and not sufficiently attended to." 
They recommended the special meeting " to Examine into 
the Conduct of the said Mr. Arthur Ellison, touching the 
Discharge of his said Office of Supervisor."

At the next meeting, in November, 1777, the Trustees 
confirmed the recommendation to call a special meeting 
to consider farming out the tolls and to investigate the 
conduct of Mr. Ellison, but disagreed with the proposal 
to farm out the repairs. They ordered the Treasurer 
to borrow no more money until further order. At the 
special meeting, in December, 1777, as only five Trustees 
attended, a further special meeting was arranged for 
January, 177^, at which six Trustees appeared. Both 
meetings were advertised by notices in the Liverpool 
newspapers and on the turnpike gates. The latter meet 
ing ordered the Treasurer to prepare a statement of the 
tolls taken at each gate in the last live years, in prepar 
ation for farming out the gates. It ordered also

" that the Carl and Horse Causeway, and also the side Roads, 
between Liverpool and lYeseot, be put into thorough and good 
Repair as soon as the Season will admit of it."

The Treasurer's accounts for the year ending i June, 
1777, are entered into the Minute Book, and reveal a total
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outstanding debt of no less than £7,150.' The receipts 
from the various gates show a very large increase on the 
amounts which we noted twenty years before. The tak 
ings at Huyton gate, for example, were nearly £790, as 
against an average of about £510 in the years 175.5-7. 
Kvidently, therefore, despite the opening of the Sankey 
("anal and other similar enterprises by which Liverpool 
tried to avoid the necessity of road transport, there had 
been a great increase of traffic. An order of December, 
1755, for fixing a lamp at the toll-house at Huyton, indi 
cates a considerable use of the road after dark. In 
September, 1760, the Treasurer had been ordered to have 
" a Brick Hutt or Cabbin " built at Huyton gate, " for 
the Collector to stand in to Take the Tolls at." This 
suggests that there was frequently a continuous stream of 
traffic, an impression borne out by the statement of a 
traveller in this very year, that he was " often incom 
moded by the number of colliers' carts and horses, which 
fill the road all the way to Liverpool." -

From 1771 onward, two collectors were appointed at 
Huyton in accordance with a new plan. The men took 
charge of the gate on alternate days, each relieving the 
other at midnight. None were to live with them at the 
gate, but they were to provide dwelling-places for them 
selves and their families in the neighbourhood. They 
were to be paid 20 guineas a year each, and were to swear 
to their accounts every quarter. A similar plan was put 
in operation at Sankey gate at the same time. A pump 
and trough at Huyton gate, set up by one of the collectors 
for private profit, were ordered to he " purchased, and 
given up to he used by the Publick Gratis."

In November, 1773, an order was made for the erection 
near the Huyton gate of " a good and sufficient Hngine 
for weighing Goods and Carriages." As early as 1741,

1 For tin- full trxt of thi-sc- .icroimK SIT Ap|>rn,li\ ]'.. 
1 Samuel Derrick, I-t'tttrs, publ. 1707, p. 10.
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Turnpike Trustees had been authorised by statute to 
erect such engines and levy an additional toll of 2OS. per 
hundredweight on all loads over sixty hundredweights. 1 
The General Turnpike Act of 1773 introduced a schedule 
of weights allowed to be drawn at different seasons and 
by different numbers of horses, and this is evidently what 
led the Trustees to make the order noted above. In 
May, 1776, an order was made

" that all Waggons and Carriages passing thro' tlu> Hnytcm Gate 
be Weigh'd by the Toll Gatherers there, as directed by the Act 
in such case made."

In March, 1781, there was an order

" that the Weighing Machine built at the Huyton Gate, which 
lias been improperly constructed, be altered ... so as to make 
it capable and convenient for the weighing of Carts as well as 
Waggons."

A month later, a well was ordered to be sunk by the weigh 
ing engine, " in order to draw off the Water which over 
flows it at present." At the same time, " a proper Weigh 
ing Machine for ascertaining the Weights of Carts and 
Waggons and their Lading " was ordered to be erected 
near Sankey gate also. There was already a private 
weighing engine there, belonging to one Mr. Robinson, 
and the Trustees considered the advisability of pur 
chasing and using this, but after an inspection decided 
that it was inconveniently situated. The order for erect 
ing a weighing engine at Sankey was revoked in May, 
1781, but Mr. Chorley, contractor for the repairs, was 
authorised to erect one at his own expense, as his own 
property, and to weigh all waggons and carts suspected 
of overweight.

In March, 1778, a Petition to the House of Lords was 
approved and signed at a meeting of fifteen Trustees, 
expressing concern at a Bill to abolish high tolls on narrow

1 Jackinuii, o/>. 11/., pp. 7.i, 2:;, 4.
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wheels. 1 The text of this Petition is entered at full 
length. It declared :

" That the Roads under your Petitioners Management extend 
near thirty Miles thro' the Heart of a populous Country, where 
there is a continual Passage of Carriages with very heavy Burthens, 
and no natural Materials produced that will sufficiently keep them 
in Repair ; which laid your Petitioners under the Necessity of 
paving the greatest Part of them with a broad Causeway of 
Boother Stones brought from a considerable Distance at the 
Kxpence of /yooo and upwards now owing upon the Credit of 
their Tolls.

" That your Petitioners have fully experienced the great 
Advantages arising to these Roads from the general Introduction 
of six-Inch Wheels, and the almost total Ois-11-.c of narrow ones, 
in Consequence of the Difference of Toll to which they are now 
liable. And your Petitioners beg Leave most humbly to express 
to your Lordships their Apprehension that the said Bill, if passed 
into a Law, will prove extremely destructive and prejudicial in 
its Kfleets, not only to the Roads immediately under their Care, 
but to many neighbouring Roads in the Counties of Lancaster 
and Chester, which are chiefly made and repaired with the same 
Materials."

The Petition failed to prevent the Act from being passed. 
Many road-users objected to broad wheels on the ground 
that they could not be used in the ordinary country lanes 
as well as on turnpike roads, and these had their way. 
The high tolls, having been suspended in 1770 (if> Geo. 
3. c. 39), were repealed in 1778 (18 (ieo. 3, c. 28).

In September, 1779, Mr. James Gildarl jun. was ap 
pointed Treasurer and Chief Surveyor in place of Mr. 
Ellison, who had died. Mr. Kllison's executors were 
called upon to deliver up his accounts for audit, so that 
the balance in hand might be paid to Mr. (iildart. "Un 
balance however proved negative, nearly £160 being found 
due from the Trustees. The new Treasurer was instructed

1 By the Gencr.il Turnpike A< t <>f i 77 > {13 (ieo. }, c. <s.j), not only wcrrsjM-ri.il 
concessions made to users of 6-in. and (>-in. wheels, but users of wheels of less 
than 6 in. were subjected to a fifty per cent extra toll, to be increased to double 
toll after three years.
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to receive the tolls collected at Huyton and Roby every 
week, and those at Ashton and Sankey every fortnight. 
He was to advance necessary sums to Mr. Ackers, Sur 
veyor of the Warrington and Ashton sections, taking 
receipts for the same, and reporting them to the following 
meeting. At the same time, the salary of Mr. Ackers 
was raised from £"30 to £50, in consideration of his " dili 
gent attention and care " in fulfilling his duties. His 
salary was thus made equal to that of the Treasurer and 
Chief Surveyor.

In April, i7<So, the Trustees decided, at a meeting in 
Prescot, to let out the repair of all the roads by the year, 
and to invite tenders by notices on the gates and in " the 
Liverpool newspaper." Two months later, a contract 
was made with Mr. John ('hurley of Prescot, for the up 
keep of " all the Pavements and Gravel Roads " for three 
years at £"(>oo a year, he paying the costs of workmanship, 
materials and trespass. Mr. Chorley was one of the lead 
ing townsmen of Prescot, and a Turnpike Trustee. He 
can hardly have expected to make much profit from his 
contract, for the Treasurer's accounts show that over 
£1,100 had been spent on the roads in the year ending 
June, 1777. Quite possibly his motive was a public- 
spirited desire to ensure that the work should be done 
efficiently and without extravagance. If so, the venture 
cost him dear, as we shall see. In October, 1780, the 
Trustees decided that, since the office of Assistant Sur 
veyor had lapsed, the salary of Mr. Ackers should be paid 
only up to the date of Mr. Chorley's contract. If Mr. 
Chorley had calculated on having Ackers's expert know 
ledge at his disposal, this decision must have been a 
severe blow to him.

Meanwhile, in April, 1780, the Trustees had decided 
to farm out the tolls foi three years to the highest bidder 
at their next meeting. Accordingly, in August, 1780, 
the tolls of Huyton, Roby and Twig Lane gates were let
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for £860 a year, and those of Ashton and Sankey gates for 
£"511 a year, to Mr. John Bellases of Warrington. The 
Treasurer was ordered to have the gates and houses put 
in good repair. Three years later, in .July, 178,5, the 
tolls were again let, to Mr. James Miller, yeoman, of 
Wimvick, for £1,360 a year, he being the only bidder. 
After a further three years, in September, i/Sb, Mr. Miller 
became farmer of the tolls for the seeond time in succession 
by making the highest bid of £1,420 a year.

Francis Gildart, who had served as Clerk since 174,;, 
died in 1780, and was succeeded by William Gregson jun., 
who, like (iildart, also held the more important office of 
Town Clerk of Liverpool. Mr. Gregson himself died in 
the following year, and was succeeded by Mr. Thomas 
Hutton of Liverpool, who also died after serving for about 
a year, being succeeded, in November, 178..', by Mr. 
Robert Carr of Liverpool.

Although the repair of the roads had been let out to 
contract, there were certain places that needed more than 
mere repairs. In September, 1781, we are told that the 
causeway on Shaw's I-5row l

" is so broken, ruinous, steep and uneven that it is become very 
dangerous to Travellers . . . particularly for Carriages anil 
loaded Carts, and that it is absolutely necessary to take up the 
Pavement, and to lower the t'pper Knd of the said Brow, and 
raise the Hottom or Foot of it, so as to make the Descent . . . 
easy and regular, and render it safe and commodious to the 
Public, and to relay the said Pavement in a substantial .Manner 
with Boother Stones."

A contract was made with George Byroin of Liverpool, 
pavior, to carry out this work for the sum of £213 in.s. nd. 

In August, 1782, the Trustees ordered

" that the Cart or broad Causeway from Sankey Bridges to 
NVarrington be taken up and new laid of the same Breadth or

1 Now William Brown Street, Liverpool.
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\Vidtli it now is, Vizi., Five Yards, and that a Bridle Causeway 
4 feet broad be also laid at the side of the Cart Causeway from 
the said Bridges to join the Bridle Causeway opposite Mr. Seaman's 
House near Warrington."

At their next meeting, they decided to increase the 
breadth of the causeway to six yards. The contract was 
again given to Mr. Byrom, at £400 a statute mile.

In March, 1783, when the term of Mr. ("hurley's con 
tract was Hearing its end, the Treasurer was ordered to 
withhold the last half-yearly payment until the roads 
had been viewed by Mr. Byrom and found satisfactory. 
Two months later, both Byrom and Chorley submitted 
statements, evidently of a contradictory nature, for 
Byrom was ordered to view them again in company with 
another experienced pavior nominated by Mr. Chorley. 
In the event of disagreement, Byrom and the other pavior 
were to select a third " skilful Paver . . . whose Opinion 
is to be decisive." In the end, Mr. Chorley was declared 
to have broken his contract, thereby becoming liable to 
forfeit £2,000. The Trustees were content to order him 
to pay £400, the estimated cost of putting the roads in 
good repair. Mr. Chorley, however, preferred to give a 
further undertaking to complete the repairs by the end 
of the year, allowing Mr. Ackers, the late Assistant Sur 
veyor, to get them done at his expense.

In the following January, when Ackers appeared to 
submit his report, there was no quorum of Trustees to 
accept it. Later, the Trustees- showed a disposition to 
question whether the work on the Livcrpoul-Prcscot road 
had been satisfactorily done. It was then too late to 
ascertain by inspection, so statements on oath were made 
by Ackers and other witnesses who habitually used the 
road. The:-e statements are entered into the Minute 
Book at full length. Ackers himself declared that Mr. 
Chorley had throughout the period " cheerfully and plenti 
fully supplied him . . . with Cash, and frequently urged
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him not to spare any expcncc." He had used " more 
than 300 Ton of exceeding good Paving Stones . . . 
besides many other expensive repairs." As a result, the 
roads were " in better Condition then they had been at 
any one period for 15 Years past." One witness, John 
Scarisbrick of Knowle, testified that he had been well 
acquainted with the road for the last thirty-four years, 
and in the previous December had had two or three carts 
on it for four or live days each week ; he did not " at 
any time remember it in better repair and condition at 
that time of the Year." The other witnesses gave similar 
evidence.

The Trustees accordingly declared Mr. Chorley freed 
from his contract, and ordered the Treasurer to pay him 
the £300 that had been withheld. Later, Mr. Chorley 
asked for a further payment, on the ground that by 
repairing the roads to the end of 1783 he had saved the 
Turnpike the cost of seven months' repairs ; but this 
was refused. The episode illustrates the extreme diffi 
culty of keeping in repair a road subjected to such heavy 
and constant use. That Mr. Chorley did conscientiously 
try to fulfil his undertaking we need not doubt ; but lie 
underestimated the magnitude of the task, and could not 
keep pace with the continual wear and tear.

In June, 1783, the repair of the roads beyond Prescot 
had been let out in four separate lots to the lowest bidders. 
There were thus four different contractors, each in charge 
of a section of four or five miles, receiving a total payment 
of £207 a year, and providing all materials themselves. 
After finishing with Mr. Chorley, the Trustees kept the 
Liverpool-Prescot road for a time under their direct con 
trol. In May, 1784, the Treasurer was ordered to engage 
a vessel " to go to the Coast of Wales for Three Hundred 
Tons of Paving Stones . . . of the best sort that can be 
got," and to have them laid to the best advantage. This 
was perhaps the means by which Ackers had obtained the
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300 tons of stones for Mr. Chorley, and very possibly the 
method had been long in use.

In December, 1784, the Treasurer was authorised to 
borrow £450 from the " Liverpool Bank," * which had 
offered to advance " any Sum he may want, to be paid 
off as he shall have Money in his Hands."

The repair of the Liverpool-Prescot road was let out 
in July, 1785, to William Pickvance of Rainhill, " a 
known good Workman and an experienced Paver," who 
already held a contract for a section of the Ashton road. 
He was to receive £180 a year, for three years. In August 
and September, 1786, three-years' contracts were made 
with Pickvance for repairing the whole of the Ashton and 
Warrington roads, for £80 and £120 respectively. Pick 
vance was now responsible for the upkeep of the whole 
Turnpike, for a total payment of £380 a year, as against 
the £600 of Mr. ("horley's contract in 1780. - Pickvance 
was instructed that the " Copper Slag" used on the 
Warrington road must be broken small. 3

The lowering of Shaw's Brow in 1781 had had the 
result of leaving the foot causeway high above the cart 
causeway. In July, 1785, therefore, an order had been 
made for taking up the. foot causeway and replacing it 
with " a parapet Foot-Walk, graveled, and with side 
stones and other proper Defence."

In March, 1787, the Trustees decided to make a gravel 
road from Liverpool to Prescot adjacent to the cart

1 The Bank of Liverpool \\-,is not founded until 1X51. The Liverpool Bank 
here referred to was probably the private banking linn of Arthur Heywood, 
Sons & Co. (See Liverpool Hunk* diut Htttikirs i?(>o J^'j/, by J. Hughes, 
looft, pp. 34, i).|.)

1 The exact terms of the contract are rot stated, but the difference between 
the payments to Chorley and Pickvance may be explained on tfie assumption 
that the materials in the latter cnse were provided by the Turnpike.

3 The use of copper slap; on these roads is alluded to by the Rev. \V: . Mac-
Kitchie ("Tour through Kngland 
follows : " Betwixt I'rcscot and \V; 
of a guinea a yard of slag, the rch 
Liverpool, which are now disconti 
durable material, and makes the

n 1705," in Antiquary, vol. 32, 1896) as 
rrington, the road [is] made at the expense 
se of the Copper-works oi Warrington and 
aied at both places. This slag is a hard, 
 cry best road possible."

J
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causeway. The Treasurer was ordered to have material 
carted in readiness, and to enquire the amount and price 
of " Copper Slag " available at the " Copper Works " in 
St. Helens. 1 To meet the cost of this new road, a 
proposal was made to apply for a new Act of Parliament 
providing for a revision of the tolls so as to " encrease the 
Amount . . . without prejudicing the Public." There 
was also a suggestion that the Act should take in " Hedge 
Lane " - as a branch of the Turnpike. A special meeting, 
attended by twenty-five Trustees, was held at Prescot to 
consider the matter. Hamber Gascoygne Esq. 3 was in 
the chair, and

" the Question beinf; put. whether the Trustees should apply to 
Parliament for a Renewal of the Act this Sessions of Parliament, 
it passed in the Negative."

The further widening of the Prescot road by four feet 
having become " absolutely necessary," the Trustees 
ordered, in July, 1788, that an estimate be obtained of 
the cost of joining together the " Foot and Cart Cause 
ways." At a special meeting in February, 1789, they 
decided to have the causeways taken up and relaid, " the 
Cart Pavement to be 20 Feet Wide and the Bridle Cause 
way Four Feet Wide to be raised four Inches above the 
other." A contract was made with William and James 
Pickvance to begin work in the following May, and 
advertisements were ordered to be put in the Liverpool 
newspapers inviting the loan of £^,ooo. Later, the con 
tractors were instructed

1 Copper works were established ;it Greenbank, St. Helens, by Messrs. 
Hughes, Williams & Co., in 1780, and were closed down in 1815 (St. Helens 
Official Handbook, 193-)-

1 i.e., Edge Lane in W.ivrrtree.
3 We are not told whether this is Bambcr Gascoyne sen., M.P. for Truro 

and owner of Childwall, who rendered many services to Liverpool (see Liverpool 
.Municipal AY'aWs, by 1'icton, vol. 2, 1886, p. 239), or his son of the same 
name, who was M.I', for Liverpool 1780-96. That it was the latter, however, 
is suggested by the fact th.it lie first to'ik his qualifying oath at this meeting.
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" that the Bridle Causeway be made Six Feet Wide- instead of 
Four . . . and that proper Souths or Drains be made where the 
Ditches lye too near the said F'oot [sic] Roads and where the same 
shall be found neeessary."

This brings us, rather abruptly, to the end of the three 
Minute Books which form the subject of this paper. The 
entries are continued to the last page of the third volume, 1 
and it is therefore a fair presumption that further Minute 
Books were subsequently compiled. Let us hope that 
these will soon come to light, and enable the story of this 
Turnpike Trust to be continued to the date of its extinction 
(i November 1^71). We have traced its progress to a 
point when it has almost reached its final form, 2 and 
during a period when it discharged a very vital function. 
The period was one in which the expansion of world trade 
on the one hand, and the industrial development of 
northern England on the other, presented golden oppor 
tunities to the merchants of Liverpool, could they but 
rise to the occasion and provide the improved facilities 
which the age required. The motto which they chose, 
Dens nob is hacc olia fecit, was a modest one. In the 
construction of roads, as well as in that of docks, canals 
and railways, their pioneer efforts did much to promote 
the phenomenal rise of the port.

' Much spare is occupied in the third volume by full-length copies of transfers 
of assignments of tolls, issued to the creditors of the Turnpike by way of 
security.

1 Very slight alter,itions were made in i.Suj, including the substitution of 
Hnvton l.ane for f>lue Hell I.ane, Iliivton.
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APPENDIX A.

HIGHWAY ORDERS FOR WEST DERBY HUNDRED 
IN 1688.

(The following extract from an order of Quarter Sessions 
for West Derby Hundred, in which the chief highways included 
those which have been the subject of our paper, dated 16 July, 
1688, throws considerable light on the nature and state of 
these highways in pre-turnpike days. A committee of gentle 
men in each parish was appointed to direct the Supervisor 
of Highways, and there is a fair presumption that on this 
occasion much was done to put the highways, for the time 
being, in better condition. The order is printed in full in 
Historical MSS. Commission, I4th Report, Appendix, part 4 
[Kenyon MSS.], 1894, p. 193.)

" This Court, upon consideration of the great decay of the 
King's highways and the long neglects of the sufficient rcpaires 
thereof . . . doth hereby order . . . that they be made so 
wide, so smoothed from little rockes, little hills, hollowes, 
slodds [ruts], and all unevenness, freed from boggie, sincking, 
soft, deepe or founderous places, rid of all sorts of rubbish, 
and so sufficiently passable throughout, that coaches, carts 
and carriages may safely, in all places, goeing by [beside] 
the calsey [causeway], meet and pass each other. That all 
ditches which convey the water cross the highway, be soughed 
[enclosed] with wallstone, and well covered throughout, from 
one side of the lane to the other. That the ditches running 
on each side the lane be well scoured, and the earth or sand 
cast thereout, not left in hcapes, but either spread to level 
the waye in low places, or removed out of the way. That 
all hedges on each side the lanes be cutt, and the trees lopped 
that in anywise anoy the highway, and the loppings removed 
out of the lanes. That all trees, underwoods, groves, bushes, 
broomes, brambles, gorses, and the like, be well ridd up and 
totally removed out of the said lanes ; and that all the holes
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occasioned by ridding the same, as allsoe all pits, slacks 
[depressions], and hollowes, little hills and heapes of stone, 
earth and rubbish, be levelled and made even, and where the 
said wayes are cumbered with loose stones or other rubbish, 
or knotted and uneven calseys, that such calseys be pulled 
up and new paved, and the unnecessary stones and rubbish 
removed ; and that all calseys be made of the full bredth of 
one yard and a quarter, of round stones and not of flags ; 
and that all places where calseys are of flags, that if round 
stones may be had with a reasonable charge, that the flagged 
calseys be pulled up and new calseys with round stones made 
in the place, or such other place of the lane as may be more 
convenient, of the full bredth aforesaid, or a well gravelled 
way in lieu thereof ; and that there be no channell paved for 
the water to be drained cross the calsey, except such draines 
be well soughed, covered, and paved over, and that it be so 
covered the full bredth of the calsey as may make it safe, 
by day and night, for horsemen to ride over."
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- APPENDIX B. 

ACCOUNTS OF THE TURNPIKE, 1776-7.

(The following is reproduced as a specimen of the Turnpike 
accounts. The Minute Books contain only the accounts for 
the years 1753-7, 1776-7, and 1778-86, with accounts for 
Roby gate only for 1745-9 and 1761-2.)

" AN ACCOUNT of the Receipt and Expenditure of the Moneys 
arising by the Tolls paid and taken at the several Toll Gates 
erected upon the Turnpike Roads from Liverpool to Prescott 
Ashton and Warrington from the I st Day of June 1776 to the 
i st Day of June 1777 with the Amount of the Debt subsisting 
on the said Roads.

D'

£ s- d. 
To Ballance of last Years Ace' remaining in the

Treasurer's Hands 461 7 7 
To Cash rec d at the Huyton Gate, per Francis

Fletcher 392. 4., per John Tunstall 397. 789 4 o 
To Cash recd at the Sankey Gate 382 i o 
To Cash recd at the Ashton Gate 85 9 o 
To Cash rec'1 at the Roby Gate 118 12 o 
To Cash reca at the Twig Lane Gate 310 
To Cash borrowed at In' from Tho9 Falkner Esqr 100 o o 
To Cash recj at the weighing Machine 2 17 g 
To Cash rec'1 for old paving Stones 146 
To sundry Fines for Offences ag' the Turnpike Laws 4 10 o

^1948 6 10
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£ s. d. 
By Cash Expended by Arthur Ellison the Surveyor

in Repairs and new Pavem'9 716 12 oj 
By Cash paid over by him to John Ackers Assistant

Surveyor for Repairs 395 o o 
By Interest of Moneys owing p'1 this year 352 10 o 
By Salaries to Surveyors Collectors and Officers 170 8 o 
By Balance remaining in the Treasurers Hands on

I st June 1777 313 16 gj

£1948 6 10

The Total Debt owing upon the Credit of the Tolls 
on the I st day of June 1776 as appears by the 
last printed Account amounted to the Sum of 7050 o o

Borrowed this Year from Thos Falkner Esqr the
further Sum of 100 o o

Total Debt ^7150 o o

NB The Particulars of the above Ace' may be seen on Appli 
cation to Arthur Ellison of Liverpool

25'" Sept r 1777 The above Ace' examined audited and passed 
pursuant to the Order of the Trustees 

By Rich11 Hughes 
Thos Seel 
Tho3 Hutton "
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APPENDIX c.
A LIST OF THE TRUSTEES.

This is compiled from (a) the Liverpool Turnpike Acts of 
1726, 1746 and 1753, which contain the names of Trustees 
newly appointed by those Acts, (b) lists of Trustees entered 
at the beginning of the first two Minute Books, (c) records in 
the Minutes of the appointment of new Trustees in place of 
those deceased, and (d) after 1771, when a property qualifi 
cation had been introduced, the names of Trustees recorded 
as having attended a meeting. No new appointments arc 
recorded from 1771 on, but persons suitably qualified, i.e. 
over 21 years of age, resident in the county, and possessing 
real estate of freehold or copyhold within West Derby Hundred 
yielding £TOO a year or personal estate worth £300 above 
reprises, were apparently at liberty to attend the meetings 
on taking a qualifying oath (though this formality seems to 
have been frequently overlooked).

In this list, the date given first after the name indicates 
the year of appointment as Trustee. A second date indicates 
the year in which he is recorded in the Minutes as having 
died (perhaps a considerable time after the event). A date 
in italics from 1771 on indicates the year in which the Trustee 
first attended a meeting. Information as to rank, occupation 
or place of residence is given only where supplied by the above 
sources, and such information could of course in many cases 
be readily supplemented. The terms " Esq." and " gent." 
indicate the rank at the time of the earliest reference ; many 
Trustees are noted as enjoying a higher rank in later years. 
In a few cases the same individual seems to have been 
appointed twice on separate occasions.

Only a minority of the Trustees actually attended meetings. 
During the total period of 63 years, 437 meetings are recorded, 
of which 283 were attended by fewer than ten Trustees and 
75 by a bare quorum of five ; in addition, 65 occasions are

G
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noted on which no meeting could be held " for want of 
Trustees." A revealing order in 1756 authorised the Treasurer 
to " pay the Widow of the late John Thompson Changekeeper l 
the Sum of One pound one Shilling for his Trouble Summoning 
the Gentlemen Commissioners of the said Turnpikes and 
desireing them to attend at their respective meetings the 
last year."

The first Minute Book gives a list of the Mayor, Recorder 
and Aldermen of Liverpool in 1726, who were ex officio 
Trustees, as follows : Wm. Marsden, Esq., mayor ; Thos. 
Ashhurst, Esq., recorder ; Rt. Hon. James Earl of Derby, 
Sir Thos. Johnson, John Goodwin, Esq., Rich. Norris, Esq., 
Wm. Squire, Esq., Josiah Poole, Esq., Wm. Webster, Silvester 
Moorcroft, John Seacombe, Geo. Tyrer, James Townsend, 
Thos. Coore, Rich. Gildart, Foster Cunliffe, Rich. Kelsall, 
Thos. Fillingham, Bryan Blundell, Edw. Ratchdale, John 
Hughes, Wm. Pole (the last two names being apparently 
added later).

1 i.e., keeper of Liverpool Exchange.

Abbreviations : L., Liverpool ; P., Prcscot ; nier., merchant.

Ackers, Rich. 1753 
Ainsworth, Win. 1758 
Alien, Ross 1771 
Almond, James 1768 
Anderson, Wm. 1753 
Antrobus, Thos. 1768 
Appleton, James 1753 
Armitage, Rob. 1726 
Armitage, Rob. 1768 
Armitage, Wm., mer. 1753 
Ashcroft, Rev. Abraham 7776 
Ashcroft, Thos. 1787 
Ashton, John, gent. 1746 
Ashton, Nich., Esq. 1768 
Ashworth, Jos. 1743 
Aspinall, James 1772 
Aspinwall, Ireland, Esq. 1726

i?33 
Aspinwall, Sam. 1726

Aspinwall, Sam. ^779 
Aspinwall, Thos. 1746 
Aston, Sir Thos., Bt. 1729 
Atherton, John, mer. 1727 
Atherton, John, jun., of P.,

mer. 1757
Atherton, Rich., Esq. 1726 1727 
Atkinson, W. 1787 
Aughton, Hen. 1753

Backhouse, John 1750 
Backhouse, Thos., gent. 1746

Baker, Peter 1780 
Baldwin, Dr. Roger 1753 
Baldwin, Rev. Thos. 1726 
Ball, Hugh, mer. 1753 
Bankes, Robt. or Roger, Esq. 

1746
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Bankes, Wm. 1746 
Bankes, Wm., Esq. 1753 
Barnston, Rev. Roger 1753 
Barren, Thos., gent. 1730 1751 
Barrow,  , of Woolton 1771 
Barry, Hon. Rich. 1753 
Barton, James ^772 
Barton, Miles 1753 
Beauclerk, Hon.   1768 
Beckwith, John 1768 
Benson, John 1768 
Bent, Ellis 1746 
Berry, Hen. 1768 
Berry, Peter 1746 
Berry, Wm., gent. 1753 
Bevans, Rev. Sam. 1753 
Bibbye, John 1753 
Bickesteth, Thos., gent. 1727 
Birch, John, of Sankey, gent.

1753
Birch, Tho^. 1768 
Bispham, John 1772 
Black, Patrick 1768 
Blackburn, John, of Blackly-

hurst 1753 
Blackburn, John, of L. 1726

1727 
Blackburn, John, of Orford,

Esq. 1726
Blackburn, John, jun. 1753 
Blackburn, Thos., Esq. 1753 
Blease, Thos., tobacconist 1726

1729
Blundell, Bryan 1768 
Blundell, Hen., Esq. 1768 
Blundell, Jonathan 1768 
Blundell, Rich., mer. 1753 
Blundell, Wm. 1739 
Boates, Wm., mer. 1768 
Bold, Jonas, Esq. 1788 
Bold, Peter, Esq. 1726 
Bolden,   1781 
Booth, Thos., Esq. 1753

Bootle, Thos., Esq. 1726 
Bostock, John, mer. 1743 
Bostock, Dr. John 1750 
Braclshaigh, Sir Roger, Bt. 1726

Bradshaw, Geo., Esq. 1726 
Brancker, Benj. 1733 1734 
Brancker, John, of L., gold

smith & jeweller 1743 
Brereton, Rev. Robt. 1753 
Brereton, Thos., Esq. 1726 
Bridge, James 1768 
Bromfield, Chas. 1783 
Brooks, John 1726 1750 
Brooks, John, mercer 1753 
Brooks, Jonathan, of L. 1746 
Brooks, Joseph, Esq. 1775 
Brooks, Joseph, gent. 1746 
Brooks, Joseph, jun. 1782 
Brooks, Sir Rich., Bt. 1753 
Brooks, Roger 1749 
Brooks, Thos. 1746 
Brown, Hen. 1788 
Brown, John 1768 
Brownbill, Thos., gent. 1753 
Brownell, John 1746 
Brownell, Wm. 1768 
Budge, James 7779 
Bulkeley, Wm. 1746

Caddick, Wm., cheesefactor
1726 1727

Cahone, Walter 1768 
Campbell, Geo., mer. 1753 
Carr, Lawr. 1753 
Carr, Wm. 1726 
Carruthers, James 1772 
Case, Clay ton, mer. 1768 
Case, Geo. 1775 
Case, Hen. 1746 
Case, John, of P. 1753 
Case, Jonathan 1746 
Case, Jonathan, Esq. 1726 1730
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Case, Thos., Esq. 1726 1749 
Case, Thos., mer. 1768 
Chaffers, Edw. .1772 
Chapman, Rev. Robt. 1746 
Cheshire, John 1746 1746 
Cheshire, John, mer. 1753 
Chorley, Alex. 1746 
Chorley, John, of P. 1746 
Clarkson, John 1734 
Clayton, Rich., Esq. 1753 
Clegg, James 1775 
Clegg, Joseph 1726 
Clemens, James 1768 
Clews, Geo. 1753 
Clymens, Robt. 1726 1736 
Cobham, John 1730 1746 
Cobham, Thos. 1726 1731 
Cockshutt, ThdS. 1726 1743 
Colquit, John, Esq. 1753 
Colquit, John, jun., Esq. 1753 
Colquit, Scrope, gent. 1753 
Cooke, Chas. 1775 
Copland, Capt.   1771 
Cottam, Hen. 1726 
Crane, Edw. 1727 1746 
Cribb, Rich., gent. 1746 
Croft, Thos. 1726 1727 
Crompton, John, upholsterer

i?35
Crook, Nich. 1772 
Crook, Ralph 1753 
Crook, Thos. 1772 
Cropper, Edw., mercer 1753 
Crosby, James, gent. 1746 1757 
Crosby, John, Esq. 1780 
Crosby, Wm. 1726 1732 
Crosby, Wm., jun. 1768 
Cross, Rich. 1783 
Cross, Thos. 1753 
Cross, Thos., of Rainhill, gent.

1753
Cross, Win. 1753 
Crouchley, Hen. 1753

Cunliffe, Ellis 1739 
Cunliffe, Robt. gent. 1746 
Curghey, Thos., gent. 1753

Dana, Thos. 1769
Dannett, Thos., of Watertree

1726 1743
Dannett, Rev. Thos. J779 
Danvers, Dan. 1726 1746 
Davies, John, of Parkstile

1753
Davies, Joseph 1749 
Davies, Thos., of L. 1768 
Deane, Edw., of L., mer. 1746 
Dearie, Edw., of P. 1746 
Dennett, John, Esq. 1746 
Derbyshire, John, mer. 1753 
Dickins, Geo. 1726 
Dobson, John J77T 
Drinkwater, Geo. 1768 
Duddell, Geo. 1735 
Dunbar, Geo. 1788 
Dunbar, Thos. mer. 1753 
Durning, John 1783 
Durning, Wm. 1772

Earle, John, of P. 1733
Earle, Ralph 1768
Earle, Thos. 1768
Earle, Wm. 1768
Eccleston, Basil Thos., Esq.

1757
Eccleston, Rich. 1746 
Eddie, David, mer. 1753 
Eden, John, gent. 1753 
Edwards, Thos. 1746 
Edwardson, Wm. 1746 
Ellamis, John, glazier 1771 
Ellison, Rev. Francis 1753 
Ellison, Rich. 1746 
Entwisle, John 1730 
Evered, Wm. 1726 1735 
Eyes, John 1753
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Falkncr, Eclvv., Esq. 1782 
Falkner, Thos. Esq. ijji 
Farrington, Wm. 1768 
Fazakerley, Harding 1768 
Fazakerley, Nich., Esq. 1726 
Fazakerley, Thos., Esq. 1768

1777
Finch, Mich. 1772 
Fisher, John 1786 
Fisher, Roger 1768 
Fishwick, Rev. Thos. 1768 
Flcetwood, Antony 1768 
Fleetwood, Caryl 1732 
Fleetwood, James 1726 
Fleetwood, James, gent. 1746 
Fleetwood, Robt. 1753 
Fleetwood, Thos. 1753 
Fleetwood, Wm., Esq. 17X5 
Fletcher, Potter, mer. 1753 
Fletcher, Thos., of West Derby

1746
Formby, John, Esq. 1763 
Foxcroft, Thos. 1782 
France, James 1768 
Frodsham, Joshua ^772

Ganiond, Hen., chandler 1735
1740

Gascoync, Bamber, Esq. 1768 
Gascoyne, Bamber, jun. 1787 
Gawith, John 1768 
Gerard, Rich. 1768 
Gerard, Sir Thos., Bt. 1753 
Gibbon, James 1726 1727 
Gilbody, Sam. 1726 
Gildart, Francis 1743 
Gildart, James 1749 
Gildart, John, Esq. 1768 
Gildart, Johnson 7777 
Gildart, Thos., mer. 1753 
Gill, Hen. 1726 
Gill, Dr. Thos., of P. 1768 
Glover, Hen. 1746

Golightly, Rich., gent. 1753 
Golightly, Thos. 1768 
Goodwill, Wm., mer. 1753 
Goore, Chas., gent. 1746 
Gordon, James, gent. 1753 
Gorrell, John, gent. 1746 
Gradwell, Rich. 1726 
Gradwell, Wm., gent. 1753 
Greene, Isaac 1726 1750 
Grcenup, Thos. 1749 
Greenwood, John 1781 
Gregson, Win., Esq. 1750 
Gwillym, Robt. 1746 
Gwillym, Robt. Vernon Ather-

ton, Esq. 1763 
Gwyn, Rev. Augustin 1746

Hallhead, Robt., gent. 1746 
Halliday, Wm., mer. 1753 
Halsall, Hen. 1726 1743 
Halsall, James 1726 1733 
Halsall, Rich. 1726 
Halsall, Wm., F,sq. 1746 
Hamilton, Arthur 1726 1737 
Hardman, John, mer. 1727

1757
Hardware, Hen., mer. 1766 
Harrison, Wm., of Windle, Esq.

1746
Hawarden, Thos. 1772 
Hesketh, John 1746 
Hesketh, Robt. 1768 
Hesketh, Wm. 1780 
Hey, Geo., Esq. 1746 
Hey, Thos., Esq. 1746 
Heyes, John, gent. 1753 
Heyes, Thos., gent. 1753 
Hey wood, Arthur 1746 
Heywood, Benj., mer. 1753 
Higginson, Rich. 1768 
Higginson, Wm., rner. 1753 
Hill, Adam 1768 
Hill, Rich., of P. 1779
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Hill, Wm. 1746
Hill, Wm., of Koby, gent. 1753 
Hillary, Rich. 1772 
Hockenhall, Geo. 1746 
Hodgkinson, John 777^ 
Hodgson, Thos. 1771 
Holding, James, grocer 1737 
Holland, James, 7779 
Holland, Rich. 1746 
Hollingshead, James 1768 
Holme, Peter 7772 
Holt, Edw., Esq. 1753 
Hope, Peter 1783 
Hopwood, Edm., Esq. 1726 
Hornby, Robt. 1726 1727 
Horner, Wm. 1768 
Houghton, Dr. Hen., of P. 1753 
Houghton, Sir Hen., Bt. 1726 
Houghton, James, of P., apoth 

ecary 1746
Houghton, John, of Lunt 1787 
Houghton, John, of P. 1771 
Houghton, Rich. 1726 
Houlston, Thos. J77-T 
Howard, John 1746 
Howard, Thurstan ^772 
Huddleston, Thos. 1768 
Hughes, John, gent, 1746 
Hughes, Capt. John, mariner

1726 
Hughes, John, of Water St.,

sugar baker 1726 1739 
Hughes, Rich., mer. 1746 
Hughes, Thos. 1726 1731 
Hulton, John, mer. 1753 
Hurst, Thos. 1726 1732 
Hurst, Thos. (son of last) 1732

1735 
Hutton, Thos. 1776

Jackson, Joseph, of L., brewer
1751 

Jackson, Joseph, jun. 1768

Jenkinson, Dan. 1726 1746 
Jenkinson, Wm. 77^2 
Jennion, Thos. 1768 
Johnson, John 1768 
Johnson, John, Esq. 1746 
Johnson, Rev. Wm., of P. 1746 
Jones, Rev. Edw. 1746 
Jordan, John 1783

Kelsall, James 1746 
Kendal, Thos., of L. 1743 
Kendrick, Thos. 1726 1727 
Kennedy, John 1768 
Kent, Rich. 1781 
Kenyon, Dr. John 1772 
Kenyon, John, mer. 1753 
Kerfoot, Walter 1786 
Kilner, Rev. Edw. 1753 
Knight, John 1733 
Knowles, Robt. 1753

Lace, Ambrose 1772
Lake, Hen. 1768
Lake, Hen. Halsall, Esq. 1780
Lake, Wm., of Wavertree,

Esq. 1746
Lancaster, Joseph, gent. 1753 
Langton, Geo. 1750 
Langton, Geo. 1768 
Latham, Thos. 1748 
Lawrence, Robt. 7779 
Lawton, Dan. 1726 1745 
Lawton, Wm. 1746 
Leafe, John, of Sutton 1729 
Leafe, Dr. Zachariah, of P. 1746 
Leafe, Wm., gent. 1753 
Legg, Thos., gent. 1753 
Legh, Piers, of Lyme, Esq. 1753 
Leigh, H. H. 1778 
Leigh, John 1786 
Leigh, Peter, Esq. 1753 
Lightbody, Adam 1768 
Lightbody, Robt. 1772
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Lightbody, Wm. 1768 
Linaker, John 1746 
Linaker, John, gent. 1753 
Lithcrland, Edw. 1726 
Litherland, John 1726 1735 
Livesley, Dr. Edm. 1746 
Livesley, John, gent. 1753 
Livesley, Thos. 1746 
Lockerman, Kobt. 1768 
Longworth, Wm., of West

Derby 1746 
Lowe, Robt. 1726 
Lowe, Capt.   1771 
Lowndes, Chas. 1753 
Lowndes, Edw., mer. 1753 
Lowther, Sir Thos., Bt. 1726

1746
Lyon, Edm. 1778 
Lyon, Matt. 1746 
Lyon, Matt., jun. 1746 
Lyon, Thos. 1746

Mackay, John, Esq. 1771 
McMullen, Adam 1726 1730 
McNeale, Dan., mer. 1753 
Maddock, Rev. Thos. 1768 
Makin, Hen. 1746 
Makin, Thos., of P. 1726 1743 
Makin, Thos., Esq. 1768 
Manesty, Joseph 1727 
Markland, Edw. 1731 
Markland, Edw. 1746 
Marsh, Wm. 1726 1749 
Marshall, Thos., of P. 1753 
Martindale, John 1726 
Master, Leigh, Esq. 1746 1750 
Master, Leigh, jun., Esq. 1746 
Mather, Dan. 1779 
Mears, Thos. 1749 
Melling, John 1768 
Mercer, Ralph 1726 
Mercer, Wm., of Tuebrook 1746 
Middleton, Thos. 1768

Molyncux, Antony 1779 
Molyneux, Rt. Hon. Chas.,

Lord 1768
Molyneux, Edm. 1771 
Molyneux, John, gent. 1753 
Molyneux, Thos. 1779 
Molyneux, Wm. 1726 
Moss, Robt. 1746 
Moss, Thos. 1726 174') 
Moss, Thos.

Newton, John, gent. 1753 
Nicholas, Rich., mer. 1753 
Nicholson, James, mer. 1753 
Nicholson, John 1743 
Norris, Edw., of Spoke, Esq.

1726 1727 
Norton, Gco. 1726 
Nottingham, Alex. 1768

Ogden, Edm., gent. 1746
Ogclen, Sam. 1726
Okill, James 1779
Okill, John 1726
Okill, John, jun. 177.2
Oldham, Isaac, mer. 1753
Onslow, Arthur 1768
Orford, Rich. 1769
Orrell, James, of Blackbrook

1769 
Orrell, James, of Parr, gent.

1753 
Owen, Thos., Esq. 1753

Pardoe, James, mer. 1753 
Parke, James 1771 
Parke, John, gent. 1746 
Parke, Thos. 1768 
Parr, Edw., apothecary 1753 
Parr, John, of King St. 1726 
Parr, John, of L., draper 1751 
Parr, John, mer. 1746 
Parr, John, mer. 1753
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Parr, Sam. 1746
Parr, Thos. 1746
Parr, Win. 1753
Part, Wm. 1746
Patten, Hugh 1731 1736
Patten, Robt. 1746
Patten, Robt., mer. 1753
Patten, Thos. 1746
Patten, Thos., jun., Esq. 1757
Payne, Thos. 1787
Pcmberton, Edw. 1746
Pemberton, John 1726 1743
Pemberton, John, jun. 1726

1729 
Pcmberton, John, of Upholland

1726 1730
Penkett, Wm. 1746 
Penkctt, Wm., mer. 1753 
Pereivall, James 1736 
Pereivall, Rich., Esq. 1726 
Perkins, John 1782 
Pcrkins, Steel 1768 
Peters, Ralph 1726 1743 
Peters, Ralph, attorney 1753 
Phithian, Joshua 1768 
Pickance, Wm. 1768 
Pickering, Wm. 1746 
Pike, John 1768 
Pippard, Hen., Esq. 1768 
Plumbe, John 1726 
Plumbe, John, jun. 1753 
Plumbe, Thos., Esq. 1768 
Plumbe, Rev. Thos. 1753 
Plumbe, Wm., gent. 1753 
Plumpton, James 1768 
Pole, Chas. 1726 
Pole, Chas. 1778 
Pole, Mundy 1781 
Pole, Wm. 1768 
Poole, Sam. 1726 
Potter, Geo., gent. 1753 
Potter, Gerrard, of Wavertree

1746

Potter, Sam., Esq. 1746 
Powell, Rich., Esq. 1768 
Powell, Sam., mer. 1727 1746

Rainford, Peter 1726 
Reid, Sam. 1727 
Renshaw, Hen. ^779 
Renshaw, John 1768 
Rice, Wm. ^772 
Richardson,   1771 
Richmond, Robt. 1768 
Richmond, Rev. Silvester 1746 
Riding, Hugh, of West Derby,

Esq. 1746
Riding, Wm. 1726 1727 
Rigby, Edm., Esq. 1786 
Rigby, Gilbert 1768 
Rigby, John, of Sutton, Esq.

1746
Rigby, Nich., Esq. 1746 
Rigby, Nich., Esq. 1753 
Rigby, Peter 1768 
Rigby, Thos. 1746 
Rigby, Wm. 1772 
Ripley, Wm. 1768 
Ripley, Wm., of L., grocer

1743
Roberts, Chas. 1740 1743 
Robinson, Thos., mer. 1727

1729
Robinson, Dr. Thos. 1771 
Roby, Rich. 1726 1727 
Roper, Robt., Esq. 1746 
Rose, Joshua 1775 
Roughley, Thos. 1726 1730 
Roughsedge, Edw., of L., gent.

1746 1751 
Rowe, John 1768 
Rowe, John, mer. 1753 
Rowe, Wm. 1768 
Rowe, Wm., gent. 1753 
Rumbold, Thos. 1768 
Rycroft, Tim. 1768

f
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Salsbury, Thos., Esq. 1753 
Sandforth, John, mer. 1753 
Savage, Rich., mer. 1753 
Seacombe, John 1768 
Seel, Robt., gent. 1753 
Seel, Thos. 1726 
Seel, Thos., jun. 1732 
Seel, Thos., mer. 1753 
Shaw, James 1726 1734 
Shaw, John 1781 
Shaw, Joseph, Esq. 1726 1727 
Shaw, Sam. 1750 
Shaw, Wm., Esq. 1746 
Shaw, Wm., gent. 1753 
Slater, Gill 1779 
Smarley, Hen. 1726 1737 
Smarley, Ralph 1746 
Smith, Peter 1746 
Smith, Sam., mer. 1753 
Smyth, Thos. ^772 
Sorocold, John 1746 
Sparling, John, of L. 1768 
Spencer, Lawr., gent. 1746 
Staniforth, Thos. 1781 
Stanistreet, Hen., of Roby,

gent. 1753
Stanistreet, Wm. 1768 
Stanley, Chas., Esq. 1746 
Stanley, Sir Edw., Bt. 1726 
Stanley, Rt. Hon. James (Lord

Strange) 1746 
Stanley, Rev. John 1726 
Stanley, Thos., Esq. 1726 1733 
Stanley, Rev. Thos. 1746 
Statham, Thos. 1768 
Statham, Wm., gent. 1743 
Steers, Spencer, gent. 1746

1766
Steers, Thos. 1726 1751 
Strong, John 1768 
Strong, John, mer. 1753 
Strong, Matt., of L., gent.

Tarbock, John 1768 
Tarbuck, John 1746 
Tarbuck, Thos. 1746 
Tarleton, Clayton 1786 
Tarlcton, John, mercer 1753 
Tarleton, John, of L., mer. 1751 
Tatlock, Edw. 1726 
Tatlock, Rev. Hen. 1768 
Tatlock, Rich. 1726 
Tatlock, Rev. Thos. 1768 
Taylor, Edm., gent. 1753 
Taylor, Capt. Joseph 1768 
Tetlow, Thos. 1782 
Thompson, Gilbert, of Sankey,

gent. 1753
Thompson, Thos. 1787 
Thrclfall, Thos. 1772 
Tildesley, Jas., mer. 1729 
Torr, Nich., mer. 1753 
Townsend, Hen. 1753 
Townsend, Rich., mer. 1753 
Trafford, Hen. 1726 
Trafford, Hen. 1768 
Trafford, Rich., Esq. 1768 
Travers, John 1746 
Travers, Peter 1746 
Travers, Wm. 1768 
Tyrer, Thos. 1730

Wakefield, Thos., mer. 1753 
Warbrick, Rich., gent. 1727

1730
Waring, James 1784 
Warren, Sam. 1768 
Warrington, Geo., of Aigburth,

Esq. 1746
Waterworth, Stephen 1781 
Watt, Francis 1753 
Watt, Rich. 1771 
Watts, Geo. Warren .2772 
Wayles, Joseph, of L. 1771 
Webster, Thos. 1746 1749 
Webster, Wm. 1753
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Webster, Wm., jun. 1753 
Welch, John, mer. 1753 
West, Thos. 7776 
Western, Sam. 1783 
Wetwood [sic], Wm. 1768 
Whalley, Rich., watchmaker

1736 1743
Whalley, Thos. 1768 
Whalley, Wm., grocer 1734 
Wharton, Thos. 1726 
Whitfield, Robt., skinner 1727 
Whitfield, Robt., jun. 1753 
Whittaker, Thos. 1768 
Whittle, Chris. 1750 
Whittle, Robt., Esq. 1746 
Widdens, Thos. 1768 
Wilcock, Bryan 1726 1746 
Wilkinson, Geo. 1743 1746 
Williamson, James, of L., book 

seller 1737 1751 
Williamson, John, of L., mer.

1745 
Williamson, Rev. John (son of

Ralph) 1737 
Williamson, Ralph 1726 
Williamson, Rich., of L., draper

Williamson, Robt. 1753 
Williamson, Wm. 1730 
Willis, Dan., Esq. 1727 
Willis, Thos., Esq. 1726 1727 
Wilson, Thos. 1768 
Wolstenholme, Rev. Hen. 1753 
Woods, James 1753 
Woods, John 1753 
Woods, John, of P. 1726

Woods, Wm. 1753 
Woodward, Augustin 1727 1732 
Wright, Hen. 1726 1749 
Wright, Hen., of P., Esq. 1746 
Wright, Ralph 1746 
Wright, Rich. 1746 
Wright, Rich., Esq. 1753 
Wright, Rich., gent. 1753 
Wright, Thos. 1726 1749 
Wright, Thos., Esq. ^77,? 
Wycliffe, Thos. 1768 
Wyke, John 1753

Yate, Hen., Esq. 1746 
Yate, John, Esq. 1746 
Yate, Thos., gent. 1773 
Yates, John 1726


